
LIST OF PAPERS 


ARRANGED IN ORDER OF DATE OF TRANSMISSION AND OF RECEIPT. 


Correspondence respecting the circumstances which led to the establishment 
of a Consulate at Massowah. 1846—1847. 


Viscount Palmerston , Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs. 


Receipt. 

184S. 


1. To Consul Plowden 


Appointment as Consular Agent for protection of British 
trade! with Abyssiuia and countries adjoining. To re¬ 
side in first instance at Massowah, or on mainland in 
vicinity. To rei»ort on trade; as well as on indepen¬ 
dence of Naib ot Arkceko, and on rights of Turkish 
Government on mainland and in Island of .Massowah. 
Disclaiming any intentiou on part of British Govern¬ 
ment to gain possession of any territory on that p*rt 
of African continent. To proceed to Tigrd to deliver 
presents to Has and others, in return for those sent 
by his Highness to England. Desire of British 
Government to cultivate frieudly relations with Abys¬ 
sinia. To point out to lias advantages of commerce. 
Authority to conclude a Treaty with the Ras. Name 
of Emperor should be included in such Treaty. Au¬ 
thority to proceed to Gondar and Shoa. To report 
on Political aud Commercial state of the country. 
To establish friendly relations with chiefs. On return 
to Massowah to place himself in communication with 
Naib of Arkeeko 

Inclosure 1. Letter from Viscount Palmerston to 
Ras of Abyssinia introducing Mr. Plowden, 
Jan. 3, 1848 

Inclosure 2. Draft of Treaty between Great Britain 
and Abyssinia .. .. ,. 

Appointment as Consul in Abyssinia. General instruc¬ 
tions. Salary 500/. May engage in mercantile pur¬ 
suits. Not entitled to a peusiou on termination of 
services 

Inclosure. Royal Commission, dated Nov. 21, 
1847 

170/. assigned to him as Outfit. To report date of 
departure for post 

In addition to Outfit, Expenses of journey from Eng¬ 
land to Massowah will l>e paid by Her Majesty's 
Government. May draw bills on Treasury for 
travelling expenses 

200/. a-year will be allowed to him for house rent, 
and 200/. a-year for official attendants. May draw 
bills for the same on Treasury 

Notifying appointment of Mr. Plowden as Consul in 
Abyssinia. Salary 500/. Outfit 170/. Will not 
contribute to Superannuation Fuud, being allowed to 
trade 

To communicate with Her Majesty's Agent and Con¬ 
sul-General in Egypt, and send correa|)ondence 
through him; though not under his control 

Travelling expenses to Tigre aud other places in Abys¬ 
sinia will be allowed to him .. 

Allowances subject to revision hereafter 


LIST OF MAPS, &c 


Plan of Relative Position of Armenian, Coptic, and Abyssinian Convent* and Churches at Jerusalem 

Rough Sketch of the Northern Frontier of Abyssinia, by Mr. Plowden : 1854 

Sketch of the Dankali Coast .. .. .. •• •• •• 

Map in illuatration of Dr. Beke's Letter on Abyssinia: 1861 


2. To Consul Plowden 

(No. 1. Consular.) 


3. To Consul Plowden 

(No. 2. Consular.) 

4. To Consul Plowden 

(No. 3. Consular.) 


5. To Consul Plowden 

(No. 4. Consular.) 


7. To Consul Plowden 


8. To Consul Plowden 

(No. 5. Consular.) 

9. To Consul Plowden 

(No. 6. Consular.) 














• • 

11 


LIST OF FAFEB& 


1848 . 


[ Viscount Palmerston, 


No. 

10. To Consul Plowden 

(No. 7. Consular.) 

Date. 
1848. 
Jau. 4 

Receipt. 

1848. 

• • 

11. Consul Plowden 

Jan. 7 

Jan. 7 

12. To Admiralty .. 

Jan. 11 

0 

13. To India Board.. 

(Confidential.) 

Jan. 12 

•• 


* 


13*. To Lord Cowley (Con¬ 
stantinople) (No. 16.) 

Jan. 13 

•• 

14. Admiralty 

Jan. 12 

Jan. 14 

15. Mr. Waterfield .. 

(Private.) 

Jan. 15 

Jan. 15 

16. London Gazette.. 

Jan. 21 

.. 

17. Admiralty 

Jan. 18 

Jan. 22 

18. Consul Plowden 

Jon. 24 

J an. 25 

19. To Consul Plowden 

(No. 8. Consular.) 

Jan. 25 

• • 

20. To Admiralty .. 

Jan. 25 

• • 

21. India Board 

Jan. 29 

Jan. 29 

22. Consul Plowden 

(No. 1.) 

Jan. 26 

Jan. 31 

23. To Consul Plowden 

(No. 3.) 

Jan. 31 

•• 

24. Consul Plowden 

(No. 2.) 

Feb. 1 

Feb. 2 

25. Consul Plowden 

(No. 1. Consular.) 

Feb. 1 

Fab. 2 

26. Cousul Plowden 

(No. 2. Consular.) 

Feb. 1 

Feb. 2 

27. Consul Plowden 

(No. 3. Consular.) 

Feb. 28 

Mar. 13 

28. Dr. Bek© 

Mar. 25 

Mar. 25 


Sc EJECT. 


Pag© 


Information respecting commercial relations between 
Qreat Britain and Turkey, and Consular Jurisdiction 
in the Levant. Explanation of clause in proposed 
Treaty respecting exercise of consular jurisdiction 
over British subjects in Abyssinia 

His baggage and presents, See., should be allowed to 
be landed at Alexandria and Massowah without 
being opened ; and an order given to the Peninsular 
and Oriental Company to receive same on board their 
steamer, including gunpowder. A ship of war 
should be sent from Aden to Massowah from time 
to time. Will be ready to start early in February .. 

That a Government passage be ordered for Mr. Plow- 
deu on board Peninsular and Oriental Company's 
steamer of 8rd February, at a reduced rate. Mr. 
Plowden will remain in Egypt a fortnight 

Copy of Instructions to Consul Plowden. Principal 
officer at Aden should afford him every assistance. 
A ship of war should visit Massowah occasionally to 
communicate with Mr. Plowden; or, should he be 
up in the country, to give him consequence in 
estimation of native chiefs .. 

Mr. Plowden*s appointment as Consul in Abyssinia. 
Not necessary to make any communication to the 
Porte on the subject at present 

Necessary arrangements given respecting Mr. Plow- 
den's passage from Southampton to Aden 

Enquiring whether it is Lord Palmerston’s wish that 
Consul Plowden’* appointment be kept secret 

Minute. No occasion for secrecy 

Appointment of Mr. Plowden as Consul in Abyssinia.. 

Is cost of Mr. Plowden's passage to Aden to bo reco¬ 
vered from the Foreign Office ? 

Account of expenses incurred in purchase of Presents 
for ruler of Abyssinia, 4001. 

Passage ordered for him to Egypt and Aden at areduced 
rate as a Government officer .. .. 

Mr. Plowden’s passage to Aden will be defrayed by 
Her Majesty's Government.. 

Copy of letter to Directors of East India Company, 
and of despatch to Governor of Bombay, respecting 
assistance to be afforded to Mr. Plowden by principal 
agent at Aden, and necessity of a ship of war visiting 
Massowah occasionally 

Inclosure 1. Letter from Mr. G. C. Lewis to Mr. Mel¬ 
ville, January 20, 1848.. 

Inclosure 2. Draft paragraphs proposed to be sent 
by Directors of East India Company to Pre¬ 
sidency at Bombay .. ., ., 

Receipt of Instructions on his appointment, and other 
despatches .. .. .. 

Copy of Instructions given by Directors of East India 
Com(>any to Government of Bombay relative to his 
appointment .. .. .. .. 

Receipt of above despatch of Jan. 31 


Advice of bill, 100/., travelling expenses .. 


9 

9 

10 


10 


10 


11 


12 


12 

12 

13 

13 

13 

13 


Receipt of various despatches. Will embark at South¬ 
ampton Feb. 3 .. .« ». ..14 

Receipt of despatch respecting Passage. Will sail 
Feb. 3 .. .. .. .. 14 


14 


Suggestions as to manner in which supplies of Mules, 
Grain, aud Cattle could be obtained from Abyssinia 
for use of British army in Egypt, if required .. 14 


LIST OF PAPERS. 


in 


Secretary of State for Foreign Affcurt.'] 


1848 . 


?9. Consul Plowden 

(No. 3.) 

0 

Date. 

1848. 

Mar. 6 

Receipt. 

1848. 
Mar. 31 

30. Dr. Beke 

Apr. 4 

Apr. 11 

31. To Dr. Beke .. 

Apr. 12 


3*t. To Cousul Plowden 

(No. 4.) 

Apr. 15 

•• 

Su. Consul Plowden 

(No. 4. Consular.) 

Mar. 31 

May 1 

14. To Dr. Beke 

May 2 

•• 

35. To India Board and Colo¬ 
nial Office 

.May J 

• • 

36. Consul Plowden 

(No. 4.) 

June 1 

July 12 

37. Consul Plowden 

(No. 5. Consular.) 

June 2 

July 12 

58. Consul Plowden 

(No. 6. Consular.) 

June 30 

July 31 

39. Dr. Beke.. 

Aug. 2 

Aug. 5 

40. To Dr. Beke 

Aug. 12 


41. India Board 

Aug. 31 

Sept. 1 

42. Consul Plowden 

(No. 7. Consular.) 

Aug. 15 

Oct. 3 

43. Consul Plowden 

(No. 8. Consular.) 

Aug. 15 

Oct. 3 

44. Consul Plowden 

(No. 5.) 

Aug. 16 

Oct. 8 

45. Consul Plowden 

(No. 6.) 

Aug. 16 

Oct. 3 

46. Consul Plowden 

(No. 7.) 

Aug. 16 

Oct. 3 

47 Consul Plowdvu 

(No. 8.) 

Aug. 17 

Oct. 8 

48. To Consul Plowden 

(No. 9. Consular.) 

Oct. 6 

• • 


Subject. Page 

Intends to establish an Agent at Massowah for facilities 
of correspondence. Suggests, with view to pro¬ 
tection of presents, that ller Majesty's Agent and 
Consul-General in Egypt be authorized to apply to 
Pasha for letter instructing Governor of Massowah 
to afford Mr. Plowden consideration due to a Repre¬ 
sentative of British Government passing through on 
his way to his post .. 17 

Remarks on policy hitherto pureuod by British Govern¬ 
ment in regard to Abyssinia. Importance of cul¬ 
tivating friendly relations with Dejaj Oobeay, of Tigre, 
whose territories are nearest to the coast, in pre¬ 
ference to those with Ras Ali, whose residence 
at Debra Tabor is 250 miles from the coast. Fate of 
presents sent to Tigr4 by Mr. Salt in 1810 .. 17 

Receipt of letter of April 4, containing observations on 
Abyssinia .. .. .. 20 

Application will be made to Egyptian Government for 
usual facilities for passage of hiB baggage and effects, 
including presents, through Egypt, and places under 
control of that Government.. .. .. 20 

Was on his way to his post from February 3 to 
March 31 .. .. 20 

Receipt of litter of March 25. Thanks for suggestions 
as to means of supplying Mules and Cattle for use of 
a British army in Egypt .. .. .. 20 

Copy of letter from Dr. Beke suggesting means of 
obtaining from Abyssinia supplies of Mules and Cattle 
for use of a British army operating in Egypt .. 20 

.Receipt of despatch respecting passage of effect* 
through Massowah .. .. ..21 

Advice of bill. 50/., travelling expense* .. .. 21 

Was on his way to his post during the whole quarter 
ended July 31 .. .. .. ..21 

Drawing attention to I)r. Bialloblotzky’s intended 
journey iuto Eastern Africa, and French expedition 
fitting out to some part of the globe .. .. 21 

Receipt of above letter .. .. ..21 

Consul Plowden left Aden for Massow&h, July 19 .. 22 

Arrived at Massow&h Aug. 5, with presents ., 22 

Account of travelling expenses, including freight of 
presents for Has Ali, 150/. .. .. .. 22 

Report on harbour of Amphylla .. .. 23 

Will probably start for Tigre in December. Country 
impassable owing to rains. Positiou and ambitious 
views of Ras All .. .. ..24 

Dispute between rival Naibs of Arkeeko. Interfer¬ 
ence of the Turks. Relative positions of Naib 
of Arkeeko anti Egyptian Government of Massowah. 
Arkeeko burnt by the Turks. Claims of Turkey to 
sovereignty of Abyssinia will shortly bo revived. 

Duty of 12 per cent, levied by Ibrahim Pasha on 
mules coming from Abyssinia. As to right of 
Turkey to levy duties on the mainland. A harbour 
two miles from Massowah, well adapted for com¬ 
munication with Abyssinia. Expedition planned for 
Egyptian invasion of the Christian province of 
llarnaseyn interrupted by sickness of Mehomet Ali, 
and change of government. Massowah given over 
to Pasholic of Egypt for that purpose .. .. 24 

Proposed trading establishment at Amphylla under 
British protection .. .. .. 25 

Returning a despatch to bo written in blacker ink .. 25 











Secretary of State for Foreign Affaire.'] 


Subject. Pag * 

More information required respecting proposed trading 
establishment at Amphylla .. .. .. 25 

Requesting that 41/. may be paid to Peninsular and 
Oriental Company for Consol Plowden’s passage to 
Aden. (Wanting). 

That 41/. be paid to Navy Board for Consol Plowden’s 
passage to Aden .. .. .. 2S 

12 per cent, duty on mules levied by Governor of Mas- 
sowah protested agaiust by French Consular Agent.. 26 

Rival Naibs of Arkeeko. Turks formerly paid 1000 
dollars a month to the Naib. Occupation of Arkeeko 
and on mainland effected solely to avoid such payment 26 

Quarterly certificate of residence .27 


49. To Consul Plowdcn 


Receipt. 

1849. 
Mar. 8 


Unjust exactions of Governor of Massowah 


65. Consul Plowdcn 

(No. 13. Consular.) 

66. To Admiralty .. 

67. Admiralty 


49*. Admiralty 


Proposed survey of port of Amphylla 

Proposed survey of port of Amphylla. No surveyors 
at present in East Indies. Blast India Company might 
send a vessel from Bombay 

Proposed survey of port of Amphylla 

All quiet at Massowah. Abyssinian army returned to 
the mountains on payment of 12,000 German crowns 
by Turkish Government. Consul Plowden eight 
days' journey inland .. .. .. 

Massowah no longer under administration of Viceroy 
of Egypt. Will forward representations to Constan¬ 
tinople, respecting illegal exactious at Massowah .. 

Is bill drawn by Consul Plowden for 100/. for office 
expenses and bouse rent to be paid? Answered 


50. To Treasury 


51. Consul Plowdcn 


68. To India Board 

69. India Board 


52. Consul Plowden 


53. Consol Plowden 


Consular. 


70. Consul General Murray 
(No. 14.) 


71. Treasury 


54. Treasury 


Are bills for 200/. and 60/. 17*. Ad. for travelling 
expenses, and bouse rent and office expenses, to be 
paid? Answered M Yes" .. 

Advice of bill, CO L 17 i. Ad. Ilouse rent and office 
expenses .. ., ., 

Advice of bill, 250/., travelling expenses .. 


British Consular protection to native Abyssinians at 
Massowah must be uiioflHal .. 

From Adoirah. Residence certificate .. 


72. To Consul Plowden 

(No. 1.) 

73. Consul Plowden 

(No. 1. Consular.) 

74. Consul Plowden 

(No. 2. Consular.) 

75. Consul Plowden 

(No. 3. Consular.) 

76. Consul Plowden 

(No. 1.) 


55. Consul Plowden 

(No. 10. Consular.) 

56. Consul Plowdon 

(No. 11. Consular.) 

57. Consul Plowden 

(No. 12. Consular.) 


Advice of bill, 100/, office aud house rent allow¬ 
ances .. •. 

Registers and accounts left at Massowah 


Ihitics on goods imported into Massowah from India 
or Arabia equitably levied; but duties on goods 
imported from Abyssinia levied at arbitrary’ pleasure 
of Governor of Massowah ; Abyssinia being regarded 
by Egyptian Government as a tributary province. 
Duty of 12 per cent, charged on gum and senna 

Chief of Catholic Mission in Abyssinia expelled by 
Prince of Tigre. Church proposed to be established 
at Zohla. Protection of British Government counted 
upon 

Desire of Pejaj Oobeay to be on friendly terms with 
British Government. Readiness to assist Mr. Plow¬ 
den on his journey to lias Ali. Is anxious that 
greater protection should be afforded to Abyssinian 
traders. 11 is astonishment at Turkish encroach¬ 
ments. Dejaj Oobony the most powerful chief in 
Abyssiuia after the 6 m, His good will important.. 

Excessive duties arbitrarily levied at Massowah. To 
call attention of Egyptian Government to Treaties 
between Groat Britain and Turkey. Abyssiuia in¬ 
dependent of Turkey 

Naib of Arkeeko no longer an independent ruler, but 
entirely subject to government of Massowah 

Commercial intercourse via Amphylla. Want.of an 
established ruler on coast with whom Treaties could 
Ik? concluded. Turks may claim, but have not 
hitherto occupied Amphylla. Suggests Government 
survey of harbour 

Irruption made by Abyssinian Army of Ras Oobeay 
into territory iu neighbourhood of Massowah claimed 
by the Turks. Consul Plowden’s house at Moncooloo 
burnt, and French Consul's house and chajHjl sacked 
ami destroyed. 

Iuclc sure 1. Captain Haines to East India Com¬ 
pany, Aden, .January 28 

Inclosure 2. Captain Haines to Bombay Govern¬ 
ment, Aden, Jauuary 28 

Suggestion as to placing all Christian Abyssinian 
merchant* at Massowah under protection of British 
flag; with reference to clause in proposed Treaty 
engaging to keep open as far as possible the ap¬ 
proaches and the coast Proposes to start on his 
journey in a few days. Detained hitherto by 
illness 


Visit to Dejaj Oobeay, by whom he was well received. 
Abyssinian Christian merchants anxious lor British 
protection at Massowah. Has hud a severe illness . 

Descent of Dejaj Oobeay’s forces upon the coast to resist 
Turkish encroachments, and to assert right to tribute. 
Moucooloo burnt, including Consul Plowden’s house. 
Should Chief of Tigre address a letter to Her 
Majesty on the subject, hopes it will receive prompt 
consideration. Protection of his correspondence 

Consul Plowden's house burnt through ?gency of 
French Consular Agent and Governor of Massowah. 
The French have always supported the right of the 
TurkB to the mainland. Hopes British Government 
will inform Chief of Tigre that they consider the 
possession of Island of Massowah dues not involve 
any authority over the coast 

Despatches from Consul Plowden. Has forwarded 
copies of them to Constantinople 

Abyssinian attack on territories on mainland uear 
Massowah. British Consular protection to Abys- 
siuiaun at Massowah could oiily Ik? granted unofficially. 
Interception of Consul Plowden’s corresjioudeiice .. 

Letter from King of Shoa to the Queen. Asks for 
1,500 dollars in gold, aud workmen to Ikj scut to him 
by Dr. Krapf. .Semis presents for Her Majesty .. 
Inclosure. King of Shoa to the Queen. 

[For reply, see No. 91.] 

From Debra Tabor. Application from Dejaj Oobeay for 
workmen. Suggests that it should be complied with 
lnclosure. Letter Irom Dejuj Oobeay to Cuusul 
Plowden .. .. ,, 

Application from Dejaj Oobeay for assistance and in¬ 
terference of Iler Majesty iu regard to his claim on 
coast of Red Sea. Important that British Govern¬ 
ment should decide against Turkish claim to any¬ 
thing beyond Island of Massowah 

lucloaure. Letter from Dejaj Oobeay to the Queen. 
Turkish encroachments. Tribute formerly paid 
to him by Naib of Arkeeko. Wishes for friend¬ 
ship aud assistance. Regret at Consul's house 
at Moncooloo having been burnt .. 

[For reply, see No. 88.] 


77. Consul Plowden 


58. Consul Plowden 


59. Consul Plowden 


78. Consul Plowden 


CO. To Consul-General Mur¬ 
ray (No. 4.) 


79. Consul-General Murray 

(No. 20.) 

80. To Sir S. Canning 

(No. 92.) 


61. Consul Plowdcn 


62. Consul Plowden 


81. Consul-General Murray 
(No. 32.) 


63. India Board 


82. Consul Plowden 


83. Consul Plowden 


64. Consul Plowdon 


Date. 

Receipt. 

1848. 

1848. 

. Oct. 14 
> 

• • 

. Oct. 

•• 

. Oct. 16 


J Sept. 17 
>1 

Oct. 27 

. Sept. 17 

Oct. 27 

. Oct 8 
) 

Dec. 19 


Mar. 1 

Mar. 2 

1848. 


Dec. 10 

Mar. 3 
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LIST OF PAPERS. 

1849 . 


[ Vitcovnt Palmerston, 


No. 

Date. 

Receipt. 

1849 

1849. 

64. Consul Plowdcn 

Mar. 3 

June 28 

(No. 6.) 



85. Consul Plowden 

Mar. 5 

June 28 

(No. 7.) 



86. Consul Plowden 

Mar. 5 

June 28 

(No. 4. Consular.) 



87. Consul Plowden 

Mar. 6 

June 28 

(No. 5. Consular.) 


88. To Consul Plowden 

(No. 2.) 

July 3 





89. To Sir S. Canning 

(No. 1G7.) 

July 3 

• • 

90. To Office of Works 

July 3 

•• 

91. Viscount Palmerston to 

July 4 

.. 

King of Shoa 



92. To Consul General Murray 

July 4 

.. 

(No. 17.) 



93. Sir S. Canning .. 

Juno 6 

July 5 

(No. 100.) 



94. Sir S. Canning .. 

June 19 

July 5 

(No. 201.) 



95. To Consul Plowden 

July 6 

,. 

(No. 3.) 



96. To Sir S. Canning 

July 6 

•. 

(No. 172.) 



97. Office of Works 

July 14 

July 14 

98. To Consul Plowden 

July 23 

.. 

(No. 4.) 



99. To Office of Works 

July 23 

• • 

100. India Board 

July 31 

July 31 

100*. Mr. Murray 

July 25 

Aug. 20 

(No. 43.) 



101. Mr. W. II. Plowden .. 

Sept. 28 

Sept. 28 

102. To Mr. Waddington . 

Oct. 8 

* % 

(Private. 



103. Home Office .. 

Oct. 15 


(Private. 

) 


104. Mr. W. II. Plowden . 

. Oct. 21 

Oct. 22 

105. Consul Plowden 

. Mar. 31 

Oct. 27 

(No. 6. Consular. 

) 



' 

/ 


■ 



Subject. 


Pago 


Arrived at Debra Tabor, residence of Has Ali, 
Feb. 27. The Ras delighted with the presents. Is 
anxious for the friendship of England .. 

s unable at present to procure further information 
respecting Amphylla 

Returning despatch No. 8 of 1848 rewritten 
Receipt of two circulars .. .. -t 


41 

42 
42 

42 


advisable for British Ooveruuient to meddle respect- 
ing his claims to possession on coast of Red Sea .. 
Iuclosure. Vise*Mint Palmerston to Dejaj Oolieav, 
July 3. Reply to his letter to the Queen (In 
No. 83) 

To enquire upon what grounds resj*ective claims of 
Turkey and Abyssinia to district near Massowah are 
supposed to rest.. 

Application of Chief of Tigr6 for European work¬ 
men .. .. • • 

’hanks for Letter and Presents. Sends 300 BovercignB 
in return. Difficulty in sending workmen from 
England .. * • 

Sending copy of Lord Palmerston’s reply to King 
of Shoa’s letter to the Queen together with 300 
sovereigns .. • • • • • • 

Has applied to Porte for Vixirial letter for protection 
of Consul Plowden’s correspondence 

Copy of Vi/.irial letter issued by Porte for protection 
of Consul Plowden’s correspondence 

Iuclosure. Vixirial letter, June 10, 1849 

Vi/.irial letter for protection of his correspondence .. 
To thank Porte for do .. • • 

Difficulty in sending workmen to Chief of Tigre 

Difficulty in sending workmen for Dejaj Oobeay from 
England . • • • • • • • 

Not necessary at present to take any further steps 
respecting woikmen for Dejaj Oobeay .. 

Information respecting Abyssinia. Probable disturb¬ 
ance between Oolasay and Carthsei. Cold discovered 
in great quantities uear Gondar. Massowah and 
Souukin are shortly to be given over to the Sultan. 
Arrival of Salem Effendi. M. Bolange splinted 
French Consular Agent. M. U'fevre recalled from 
his travels. Silver ore discovered at Dissee .. 

Iuclosure. Letter from Lieutenant Adams, I.N., 
to political agent at Aden, June 7 .. 

Receipt of despatch of July 4, inclosing letter and 
300 sovereigns for King of Shoa 

Forwarding a letter from a Mr. Savary, dated Sep¬ 
tember 24, containing a scheme for opening out 
Abyssinia .. • • • • • • 

For inquiries to be made respecting Mr. Savary 


42 

43 

43 

43 

44 

44 

44 

45 
45 

45 

45 
4t) 

46 

47 


Result of inquiries respecting Mr. Savary 

Oct. 22 | Inclosing further letter from Mr. Savary 
From Debra Tabor. Residence certificate 


47 

47 

47 

47 

50 

50 


. 51 

54 





Secretory of State for Foreign Affaire.'] 


LIST OF PAPERS. 

1849 . 


No. 

Date. 

1849. 

Receipt. 

1849. 

. 

Subject. Page 

106. Consul Plowden 

(No. 7. Consular.) 

Mar. 31 

Oct. 27 

Advice of bill, 100L, office and house rent allow- 
ance.. 

54 

107. Treasury 

Oct. 31 

Oct 31 

Is Cousul Plowden’s bill for 100/., office and houso rent 
allowance, to be paid f Answered, “ Yee " 

54 

108. To Home Office 

(Private.) 

Nov. 5 

•• 

Further information required respecting Mr. Savary .. 

54 

109. Home Office .. 

(Private.) 

Nov. 13 

Nov. 13 

Result of inquiry respecting Mr. Savary .. 

55 

110. To Mr. W. II. Plowden 

Nov. 21 

.. 

Inquiries concerning Mr. Savary not satisfactory 

57 

llOo. Mr. C. A. Murrav 

(No. 56.) 

Nov. 5 

Nov. 21 

King of Shoa’s messenger not arrived. What shall lie 
do with the 300/. 1 ,. .. ,, 

57 


1850 , 


1106. To Mr. Murray 

<N 

110c. From Mr. Murray 

(No. 5.) 

111. India Board 


112. To Consul Plowdcn 


113. Consul Plowdcn 


114. Consul Plowden 


(No. 8.) 


115. Consul Plowden 


(No. 9.) 


116. Consul Plowden 


1850. 

1850. 

. Jan. 23 

0 

- 

. Mar. 18 
0 

Apr. 1 

. Mar. 30 

Apr. 1 

. Apr. 4 
) 

• • 

. Apr. 2 
) 

May 3 

Apr. 2 

May 3 ( 

Apr. 2 

May 3 I 

Apr. 2 

May 8 \ 


To send box of sovereigns for King of Shoa to Aden, 
and to write to the King on the subject .. 59 

Will lose no time in carrying out above instructions .. 59 

Report from East India Company ou proposed survey of 
Amphylla. No good harbour. Moat central place 
for trade with the Tigr6», Gallas, and Shoa*. Trade 
stonjKHl by Naib of Arkoeko at instigation of Turkish 
authorities .. .. ,, .. 59 

Amphylla is no |>ort. No further survey wanted .. 60 

From Ma**owah. Treaty concluded with Ras Ali, Nov. 2, 

1849. Seal of Emperor also affixed by order of the Raa. 
Doubts of the Itas as to British trade with Gondar. 
I'nless articles of Treaty be carried out, in which 
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it will bo as useless as the Treaty with Shoa. 

Her Majesty’* ratification should l>e sent. Articles 
in Treaties with Turkey respecting trade with inde¬ 
pendent nations through a port in Sultan’s dominions 
should lie enforced .. ,, .. 60 

Articles of Treaty. 

Most favoured nation for subjects and commerce. 
British Consular jurisdiction in Abyssinia. 
Property of deceased British subjects. Recep¬ 
tion of Ambassadors, Envoys, or Consuls. 
Import and Export Duties. Commercial in¬ 
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letter to the 
of the coast 


w ^ wtKsuj un it-auuig reply io ms 
Queen resjiecti ug his claims to a portion 


ui wix-jiv ui noi receiving the 

workmen asked for. Two or three might be procured 
from Iudia at a small expense 

rizirial letter has not protected his Correspondence. 
Detention of his letters, i»|>ers, Ac. at Massowah. 
Insolent behaviour of Chief of Custom House. 
Apology from and punishment of authorities should 
be required, and his position upheld as Her Majesty’s 
Representative .. 
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meat of those who detained his effects, 
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Ordering certain arms for the Ras; to be paid for by 
Foreign Office .. .. .. .. 
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Plowden *« 
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for any explanation 
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Armenians to take from Abyssinians their Church 
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193. Consul Plowden 
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in consequence of related insults from Governor of 
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(No. 3.) 
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May 19 
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country .. .. .. ..106 

19C. Consul Plowden 
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197. Consul Plowden 
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198. Consul Plowden 
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May 19 
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them .. .. ..107 

199. Consul Plowden 

(No. 7.) 
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French proceedings .. .. .. 107 

200. Consul Tlowdcn 

Mar. 27 

May 19 
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(No. 8.) 
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., 
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(Not received at the Foreign Office) .. .. 108 
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Explanation of account of travelling expenses, and 
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(No. 4.) 
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Dejej Oobeay .. .. .. .. 

109 
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To inform Turkish Government that if Governor of 
Massowah gives British Government any further 
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109 
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109 
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109 
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110 

210. Circular 
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.. 
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110 
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Consul Plowden’* travelling expenses 

110 

212. To Consul Plowden .. 
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110 
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(No. 2. Consular.) 
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May proceed again into the interior, and draw on 
Treasury for his expenses. To keep a daily record 
of his travelling expenditure. Instructions as to 
receipts for disbursements .. 

111 

214. Dr. Beke 

(Private.) 

June 2f> 

July 11 

Traditions among natives of Abyssinia aa to their 
power to prevent the Nile from flowing down to 
Egypt. Any political objection to his reading a 
paper on the subject before British Association at 
Ipswich? 

Inclosnre. Extracts from Huct’s “ Histoire de 
Commerce”.. .. . .. 

111 

112 

215. To Dr. Beke .. 

July 11 

•« 

Thanks for letter of June 2G. No objection to his 
reading a paper before British Association at Ipswich 
on the diversion of the waters of the Nile 

112 

216. Circular .. .. 

Aug. 20 

.. 

Ilia knowledge of foreign languages 
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217. Dr. Beke 
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Meeting of Association at Ipswich dosed before receipt 
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prevent the irrigation of Egypt'" 
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From Miustneah. Difficulty in inducing Dejaj Oobeay to 
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219. Consul Plowden 
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June 24 
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From Bichana. Arrived at Ros's camp. June 23. Queen’s 
Ratification, and other pajtors, stolen from his house. 
Requests a copy of the ratification. River Tacassee 
will lie full in twelve days .. .. ..120a 

220. To Consul Plowden .. 

(No. 5.) 

Sept. 15 

• • 

Sending duplicate of Queen’s Ratification of Treaty of 

Nov. 2. 1819. Should have kept original in room 
in which he slept .. .. .. 120a 

221 . Dr. Beke 

Oct. 16 

Oct. 20 

Again asking is there any political reason which need 
prevent his giving publicity to information contained 
in liis letters of June 26 and Aug. 21 .. 1205 

222. To Dr. Beke .. 

Dec. 5 

.. 

No political objection to his reading his Memoir, respect¬ 
ing the Nile, to any literary or scientific society .. 120* 

223. Dr. Beke 

Dec. 8 

.. 

Receipt of letter of Doc. 5 .. .. 1205 

224. Circular 

Dec. 26 


Appointment of Earl Granville os Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs .. .. .. . .1205 



















225. Circular 


Appointment of tlie Earl of Malmesbury as Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs .. .. ..; 

Amended paragraph of general instructions, and addi¬ 
tional vol. of Uertslet's Treaties .. ..] 

King of Sboa returns the 300 sovereigns, declaring 
them to be brass, not gold .. .. .. 

Inclosure 1. Captain Haines to Bombay Govern¬ 
ment, March 22, 1852 .. .. ..1 

IncloMure 2. King of Shoa to Captain Haines, 
Nov m 1851 ,, .. .. ..1 

Box of sovereigns for Kiug of Shoa should be sent 
bark to Foreign Office .. .. ..1 

King of Shoa declares the 300 sovereigns to be made 
of brass .. .. ,. 1 

Inclosure I. Captain Haines to Mr. C. A. Murray, 
Man li Si . . . . . . 1 

Inclosure 2. 1 > ' 

Inclosure 3. / Already received (No. 226 a) .. ] 

Political Agent at Aden will be instructed to return to 
England the 300 sovereigns intended for King of 
Shoa 

Lights for vessels.. ,. .. .. ; 


226. Circular 


226a. India Board 


226b. To India Board 


226c. Mr. Murray 


226n. To Mr. Murra; 


227. Circular 


From Ye Gintert. Duplicate of despatch No. 10, June 24. 
Rainy season, lias quiet in Bichana. Has received 
no despatches since March .. 

From Lam/jee. Residence certificate for three quarters 
ending Dec. 31, 1851 

Cannot send his residence certificate to March 31, 1851, 
till ho receives reply to despatch respecting his 
jonmey to Jeddah 

Advice of three bills 100/. each, travelling expenses .. 


228. Consul Plowden 


229. Uousul Plowden 

(No 1. Consular. 

230. Consul Plowden 

(No. 2. Consular. 


231. Consul Plowden 

(No. 3. Consular. 

282. Consul Plowden 

(No. 4. Consular, 

233. Consul Plowden 

(No. 5. Consular. 

234. Consul Plowden 

(No. 6. Consular. 

235. Consul Plowden 

, (No. 7. Consular. 

236. Consul Plowden 

(No. 8. Consular. 

237. Consul Plowden 

(No. 9. Consular. 


Receipt of instructions respecting travelling expeuses. .120/ 


Receipt of despatch resj>ecting public Accounts. Difficulty 
in obeying instructions .. .. .. 120/ 

Receipt of circulars. Law of Storms Navigation 
Laws. Regulations respecting leave of absence .. 120/ 

From AluesouxJi. Residence certificate to March 31, 
1851.. .. .. .. .120/ 

Advice of bills of 100/. each for usual allowances .. 120 f 


Receipt of circulars, respecting Trade, Ac. Abyssinia 
has no seaport. No British registered vessels take in 
cargoes, except a few which touch there for Mules .. 

Reply to circular respecting knowledge of foreign 
languages 

Receipt of circulars. Seamen deserters. Trade Acts. 
Appointment of Earl Granville as Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs .. .. 

Residence certificate to March 31, 1852 .. 


238. Consul Plowden 

(No. 10. Consular. 

239. Consul Plowden 

(No. 11. Consular. 


2|0. Consul Plowden 

(No. 12. Consular. 

241. Consul Plowden 

(No. 13. Consular. 

242. Consul Plowden 

(No. 1. 

243. Consul Plowden 

(No. 2. 

244. Consul Plowden 

(No. 3. 

245. Consul Plowden 

(No. 4. 


Number of despatches sent to Foreign Office in 1851.. 122 


Receipt of despatch respecting allowances, Ac. 


Receipt of duplicate Ratification of Treaty of Nov. 2, 
1849. Ras Ali’s receipt for the same .. 

(Not received at the Foreign Office) 


Intention of F rench Government to establish a position 
on African coast of Red Sea. Suspicious movements 
of a French corvette 


1852. 

1852. 

Feb. 27 

•• 

Apr. 20 

" 

Apr. 21 

April 22 

Apr. 28 

. # 

Apr. 15 

May 3 


1 


• 

May 8 

1 June 7 

•• 

1851. 


Get. 26 

June 14 , 

1852. 


Jau. 1 

) 

June 14 

Jan. 1 

June 14 

Jun 1 

Juno 14 

Jan. 2 

) 

June 14 

Jan. 2 

June 14 

Jan. 2 

June 14 

Apr. 7 

Juue 14 

Apr. 7 

June 14 

Apr. 7 

J une 14 

4Apr. 8 

June 14 

1 Apr. 8 

June 14 

| 

Apr. 8 

June 14 

Apr. 8 

1 

June 14 

Apr. 7 

June 14 | 

Apr. 8 

June 14 

” 

• 9 

Apr. 10 

June 14 

) 

__ 



No. Date. Receipt. Subject. Page 

1852. 1852. 

246. Lord Cowley .. .. Juno 3 Jane 4 M. Thoavenel professes “profound ignorance” with 

(No. 295. Confidential.) regard to French occupation of auy part of ooaat of 

Red Sea .. .. ..123 


247. India Board .. 
247a. To India Board 


.. June 4 June & Movements of Freuoh ship “Eurydioe," in Red Sea .. 124 

.. June 5 .. Cony of Lord Cowley’s despatch (No. 246) respecting 

French in Red Sea .. .. * .. 124 


247b. Lord Cowley .. 


\ T ’ aiv V ‘* uno 7 , * unc ® Assuranoe of M.de Turgot that solo object Franc 
* ' ’ *'■' in sending a ship-of-war to the Red Sea was to 

their Hag. and thereby give weight to their Coi 
authorities 


French had 
vas to shew 
eir Consular 


247c. To India Board 
247d. India Board .. 
248. Circular 


June 8 .. Copy of No. 247b, respecting French in Red Sea .. 124a 

June 8 June 9 French proceedings iu Red Sea .. .. 124 a 

June 24 .. Disposnl of effects of deceased British Seamen ..124a 


..124« 


.. June 24 


249. Bishop Gobat.. .. Juno 29 July 


250. Chevalier Bunsen .. July 5 July 


251. To Bishop Gobat .. July 10 


252. To Chevalier Bunsen .. July 10 

253. To Consul Finn (Jeru- July 10 

salem) 


254. Circular .. .. July 12, 

255. Consul Plowden .. June 15 i Aug. 

(No. 5.) 


256. Consul Plowden . June 20 | Aug. 
(No. 6.) 


..124a 


Forwarding letters from Ras Ali and Dejaj Oolway 
to the Queen asking for British Protection and as¬ 
sistance to be ufFordcd to their countrymen visiting 
Jerusalem .. .. 124* 

Inclosure 1. Letter from Ras Ali to the Queen .. 1245 
Iticlosure 2. Statement concerning state of 
Abyssinians at Jerusalem. Destruction of their 
title deeds and other documents by the Turks .. 125 

Transmitting letter from Bishop Gobat, of Juno 29. 
Recommends question of Protection of Abyssinians at 
Jerusalem to favourable consideration, oh being likely 
to promote authority of Bishopric of Jerusalem .. 126 

British Government cannot undertake to protect 
officially Abyssinians residing in territory of the Sub¬ 
lime Porte; but British Consul aft Jerusalem will be 
instructed to use his good offices fov them in case of 
need, as members of a Christian Church in spiritual 
communion with Established Church in England. 

He (Bishop Gobat) may exercise spiritual jurisdiction 
as well in Abyssinia ns iu Syria, but should confine 
his interference iu behalf of Abyssinians at Jerusalem 
exclusively to spiritual matters .. .. 126 

Sending, under Hying seal, reply to Bishop Gobat’s 
communication of June 29 .. .. ,. 126 

May use his good offices in favour of Abyssinians 
visiting Jerusalem, os members of a Christian Church 
iu spiritual communion with Established Church iu 
England .. .. .. .. 126 

Lights for vessels .. .. ..127 

Semis copy of Psalms of David ns a present from 
Ras Ali to the Queen, who wishes for a return present 
of vellum; a ritle, with ammunition; and a musical 
box.. .. .. .. ..127 

Remarks on certain points of social system of Abyssinia, 
which bear upon the Treaty of Nov. 2, 1849. Diffi¬ 
culty of assimilating Abyssinian with European ideas. 
Impossible to explain them. Can never be tho¬ 
roughly understood until a free and frequent com¬ 
munication takes place between the two nations. Form 
of Government and militury spirit, feudul laws and 
easterns, Jewish. Position of the Ibis, and of chiefs 
with rank of Dejajmatch. Trade between Mas so wall 
and Basso. Exaction of tolls. Code of laws. “ Feth 
Negust.” Cases which may be heard before the 
“ Af-a-Negoos,” King’s mouth. Passes into Abys¬ 
sinia in hands of Sbibo tribe.. .. .. 127 


257. Circular 


. Aug. J2 


Trade Acts 


.. 130 


258. Consul Plowden .. June 10 Aug. 31 Advice of bill, 171/. 16 j. 8</., travelling expenses. 1031 

(No. 14. Consular.) I nclosure. Account of daily expenditure .. 130 

259. Consul Plowden .. June 30 Aug. 31 Residence certificate .. .. .. 132 

(No. 15. Consular.) 

260. Consul Plowden .. June 30 Aug. 31 Advice of bill, 100/., offioo and house-rent allowances. 132 

(No. 16. Consular.) 



























LIST OF PAPERS. * 

1852 . 


No. 

261. Consul Plowdan 

(No. 17. Cod 

262. Consul Plowden 

(No. 18. Con 

263. Consul Plowden 

(No. 19. Con 

264. Consul Plowden 

(No. 20. *Con 

265. Consul Plowden 

(No. 21. Con 

266. Two Circulars.. 


268. To Consul Finn 


(No. 4.) 


269. Circular 


Date. 

1852. 

. July 22 
) 

Receipt. 

1852. 
Aug 31 

. July 22 

Aug. 31 

. July 22 

) 

Aug. 31 

. July 22 

Aug. 31 

July 24 

.Aug. 31 

Sept. 12 

• • 

! 

Aug. 17 

Sept. 18 

Sept. 28 


| Dec. 28 

.. 


[Earl of Malmesbury, 


132 

132 


Subject. p ag * 

Receipt of circular. New form of addressing de¬ 
spatches to Secretary of State 

Receipt of circular. Appointment of Earl of Malmes¬ 
bury Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 

Amended paragraph of general 

.. .. .. 132 

Receipt of cancelled paragraph of general instructions, 
respecting leave of absence .. 

Forwarding for Mr. Macqoeen sketch of districts but 
little known to geographers 


Receipt of circular, 
instructions 


133 

133 


Instruction* to send Quarterly Returns of Agricultural 
Produce ; evidence to be taken under Foreign Juris¬ 
diction Act, Ac... 


tion authorizing him, in case of need, to use his good 
offices in favour of Abyssinian* in Jerusalem. Will 
require delicate management .. 133 




.... J * Wllltll lllitjl 

seem intended to obtain for the Protestant community 
at Jerusalem a portion of the church of the Iloly 
Sepulchre .. .. .. ..134 


Appointment of Lord John Russell, Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs 


134 


1853 . 



Earl of Clarendon , Secretary of State for Foreign Afairs. 


270. Circular 


Appointment of the Earl of Clarendon, Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs .. 

Respecting sending home prisoners for trial 

Pase{K)rts 


271. Circular 

272. Circular 


273. Consul Plowden 

(No. 22. Consular.) 

274. Consul Plowden 

(No. 23. Consular.) 

275. Consul Plowden 

(No. 24. Consular.) 


Advice of bill, 100/., office and house rent allowances 135 


Residence certificate 


Firman granted by Sultan to French Government per¬ 
mitting Roman Catholic Mission of Abyssinia to 
choose ground at Massnwah whereon to build a 
chapel. Protest of 1 nhabitauts 

Unsettled state of Island of Massowah and neighbour¬ 
hood. Threatened invasion by Chief of Tigre. Diffi¬ 
culty of his jxjsition ; being appointed Consul in 
Abvssinia, and obliged to reside a nortion of the year 
at Massowah, an island in hands of a nation more or 
less always at war with Abyssinia 

Report on independent districts to northward of Mas- 
sowah. Tribes formerly subject to Emperors of 
Gondar; now persecuted by Turks and Christians 
alike. Have, from policy, embraced Mahometanism, 
but would willingly return to the Christian faith had 
they a Christian protector .. .. ,, 

Residence certificate 


276. Consul Plowden 

(No. 25. Consular.) 


77. Consul Plowden 

(No. 26. Consular) 


278. Consul Plowden 

(No. 27. Consular.) 

279. Consul Plowden 

(No. 28.) 


Advice of bill, 100/. 
allowance 


office expenses and house rent 


280. Consul Plowden 
(No. 1 . C 01 


Number of despatches sent to Foreign Office in 1852 .. 137 




Secretary of State/or Foreign Affairs .] 


LIST OF PAPERS. 

1853 . 


No. 

Date. 1 

Receipt. 1 

1853. 

1853. | 

281. Consul Plowden 

(No. 2.) 

Jan. 24 

Apr. 29 

282. Consul Plowden 

(No. S.) 

Jan. 24 

Apr. 29 

283. Consul Plowden 

(No. 4.) 

Feb. 12 

Apr. 29 

284. Consul Plowden 

(No. 5.) 

Feb. 13 

Apr. 29 

285. Consul Plowden 

(No. 6 .) 

Feb. 13 

Apr. 29 

286. Consul Plowden 

(No. 7.) 

Feb. 13 

Apr. 29 

287. Consul Plowden 

(No. 8 .) 

Feb. 13 

Apr. 29 

288. Consul Plowden 

(No. 9.) 

Feb. 13 

Apr. 29 

289. Circular 

June 15 

• • 

290. To Consul Plowden .. 

(No. 1. Consular.) 

June 16 

• • 

291. Consul Plowden 

(No. 10.) 

Mar. 23 

July 2 

292. Consul Plowden 

(No. 11.) 

Mar. 24 

July 2 

293. Consul Plowden 

(No. 12.) 

Mar. 27 

July 2 

294. Consul Plowden 

(No. 13.) 

Mar. 31 

July 2 

•95. Coni il Plowden 

Mar. 31 

July 2 

(No. 14/ 


■ 

296. C-tooi Plowden 

Apr. 2 

July 2 



Subject. 

Roman Catholic Mission has converted its residence at 
Moncooloo, on mainland, into a chapel, where a 
bishop now resides, with the title of Vicar Apostolic 
of Abyssinia. Coptic High Priest considers his own 
title more valid, ami consequently forbids Roman 
Catholic priests to enter the country except under 
certain conditions .. .. • • 1 W 

Rebellion of Dejajmatch Kasai [now King Theodore], 
Dejajmatch Goseho slain, am! Gondar and adjoiniug 
provinces nillagod. Result will probably depend upon 
Dejajmatcn Oobeuy’s fidelity 


Appointment of Roman Catholic Hishop of the Galias, 
with assistant priests .. .. 

Receipt of circular. Disposal effects of deceased British 
seamen .. .. • • • • 

Receipt of circulars. Lights for vessels .. 

Receipt of three other circulars 


137 

138 

138 

138 

138 


Turkish expedition ordered against Amphylla, to 
enforce tribute; but postponed owing to hostile 
attitude of tribe of Shihos .. .. • • 1“ 

Disputes between Coptic High Priest of Abyssinia and 
Roman Catholic Mission. Detention of a Coptic mer¬ 
chant by French Vice-Consul at Jeddah. Appeal of 
the Aboona Salama to Egypt, and subsequent seizure 
of Mules belonging to French Vice-Consul at JtMldah. 
Willingness of the Aboona to submit to decision of 
British and French Consul at Massowah. Importance 
of friendship of the Aboona .. .. • • 

Inclosure 1. The Aboona Salama to Consul PIow- 

Inclosure 2. The same to the French Consular 
Ageut at Massowah .. . - • • 

Inclosure 3. Consul Plowden to the French Con¬ 
sular Agent at Massowah .. 

For return of Fees .. • • • • 

Receipt of despatches .. • • • • 


189 

140 

140 


141 

141 

142 


Statement of relations with Abyssinia. Has received 
no reply to his despatch of June 20, 1852, containing 
remarks on certain joints of social system of Abys¬ 
sinia, which bear on Treaty of Nov. 2, 1849. Is 
anxious for instructions, and to know views and 
intentions of British Government. Remarks on Oobeay 
the most powerful Dejajmatch. Powers which should 
be possessed by a British Consul. Passes Into Abys¬ 
sinia in hands of Shiho Tribe. Circumstances which 
led to his being addressed by the Turkish Govern¬ 
ment as English Consul at Massowah. Has had no 
exequatur; and lias not hoisted British flag. Abys¬ 
sinia claimed by Turkey as a Pachalic .. 

Trade returns. Abyssinians taught by the Turks to 
hate and regard with suspicion all Europeans .. i4e 

Visit of two French vessels-of-war to Massowah .. 148 


142 


Residence certificate 


148 


Advice of bill, 100/., office and house rent allowance# 148 


A Consul can effect little by his unaided struggles 10 
Abyssinia. Illness of Dejajmatch Oobeay. Pro¬ 
bable convulsion in every province from the sea to 
Gondar, in event of his death. Reference to Political 
Mission sent by England to Sovereign of Tigre, 
1830-31. Since time of Has Michael, the Ras of iigre 
has, on his death, been succeeded by him who was 
during his lifetime his mortal enemy 


149 


/ 


/ 










xnu 


LIST OF PAPER* 


1863 . [Earl of Clarendon, 


No. 

297. Circular .. 

Date. 
1853. 
Aug. 20 

Receipt. 

1853. 

• • 

Subject. Page 

Respecting marriages at British Consulates .. 149 

298. Consul Plowden 

(No. 16.) 

May 23 

Sept. 19 

Receipt of circulars announcing appointment of Lord 

John Russell, and afterwards of the Earl of Clarendon 
as Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs .. 149 

299. Consul Plowden .. 1 

(No. 17.)' 

May 23 

Sept. 19 

Recovery of Dejajmatch Oobeay from a dangerous illness 149 

800. Consul Plowden 

(No. 18.) 

May 24 

Sept. 19 

Dejajmatch Kasai has gained another decisive vic¬ 
tory over combined forces of Ras Ali and Dejajmatch 
Oobeay. Near relatives of the Ras killed. District 
of Begemder ravaged by Kasai as far as Debra Tabor. 

Ras Ali has reduced rebel chief in Godjarn to sub¬ 
mission, and pardoned him .. .. .. 150 

SOI. Consul Plowden 

(No. 19.) 
-r 

• # 

Sept 19 

From Adoioah. Is negotiatingwith the Ras for the public 
recognition of the British Consulate, and principal 
points of Treaty concluded with him .. .. 150 

302. Circular 

Sept. 29 

.. 

Trade Acts, Ac. .. ., .. .. 150 

303. Circular 

Sept. 80 

• • 

Respecting register tickets for British seamen .. 150 

304. To Conaul Plowden .. 

(No. 1.) 

Oct. 3 

• • 

Reply to despatches of June 20, 1852, and March 23, 

1863, respecting his position iu Abyssinia, and diffi¬ 
culties in regard to opening a commerce with that 
country ; observations thereon. Difficulty in obtaining 
in England information on which to act. To report 
on fiossibility of his establishing himself either at 
Massowali, or on sea coast, whore he can retain an 
influence on rulers of Abyssinia, and facilitate com¬ 
munication with provinces under their government. 
Approving his negotiations with Ras AU for public 
recognition of Treaty .. .. ..151 

305. Conaul Plowden 

(No. 20.) 

June 30 

Oct. 29 

Residence certificate .. •• ..151 

306. Conaul Plowden 

(No. 21.) 

Jnne 30 

Oct. 29 

Advice of bill, 100/., office and house rent allowances. 151 

307. Consul Plowden 

(No. 22.) 

July 25 

Oct. 28 

From Hailed. Dejajmatch Kasai increasing in force. 
Appears disj>osed to encourage strangers. Ras con¬ 
sidered to be iu danger. Rainy season set in .. 151 

308. Consul Plowden 

(No. 23.) 

July 28 

Oct. 28 

Ras Ali defeated by Dejajmatch Kasai. Possibility of 
his liecoming master of Abyssinia. Ilis character. 

Has shewu proof that he values Eurojicaiia aud their 
arts .. .. 162 

309. Consul Plowden 

(No. 24.) 

July 28 

Oct. 28 

Application of the Aboona Salatna for British protec¬ 
tion to be given to his emissaries and property at 
Mas.sowah and Jeddah. Offer in return to lend his 
influence to the Euglish in Abyssinia .. .. 152 

310. Consul Plowden .. 

(No. 25.) 

Aug. 29 

Oct. 28 

Defeat of Ras Ali confirmed. Dejajmatch Birro, of 
Godjarn, and Dejaimateli Oobeay preparing to assist 

Ras Ali against Dejajmatch Kasai. State of the 
country. Further negotiations with the Ras at 
present useless .. .. .. ..152 

311. To Consul Plowden .. 

(No. 2. Consular.) 

Nov. 4 

• a 

No objection or impropriety in his affording protection 
to Aboona’s followers and property. Authority to 
give his agents the benefit of his advice and assist¬ 
ance, but not to commit himself or his Government.. 153 

312. To Acting-Consul Gen. 
Green (No. 10.) 

Nov. 8 

• t 

To give Vice-Consul at Jeddah instructions as to 
giving Abooua’s agents the benefit of his advice and 
assistance .. .. •• .. 153 

314. Conaul Plowden 

(No. 26.) 

Sept 26 

Nov. 12 

From M emote ah. Reply to circular. lias never taken 
any Fees .. •• •• •• 154 

315. Consul Plowden 

(No. 27.) 

Sept 26 

Nov. 12 

Receipt of circulars, respecting prisoners for trial in 
Eugl&nd. Passports .. .. .. 154 

316. Consul Plowden 

(No. 28.) 

Sept 26 

Nov. 12 ; 

Receipt of despatch No. 1, of 1858. .. .. 154 

317. Conaul Plowden 

(No. 29.) 

/ * 

Sept. 27 

0 

Nov. 12 

Ambassador at Constantinople prepared to deny any 
claim made by Turkish Government to Abyssinia as 
a PaBhalic. lias inquired whether he should protest 
against British subjects being charged more than 5 
per cent, transit duty through Maasowah on goods 
purchased in Abyssinia. 12 per ceut. now charged.. 155 
Inch>sure. Cousul Plowden to Viscount Stratford 
de Redcliffe, Sep. 27 .. .. .. 155 



Ran Ali’s troops again defeated by Dejajmatch Kasai. 
Flight of the Ras to the Gailas. Debra Tabor occu¬ 
pied by Kasai. Rainy aoaaou over 

Independent tribe of Shihos have quarrelled with 
Turkish garrison, and threatened to stop the passes.. 

Residence certificate 


Advice of bill, 100/., office and house rent allowance 


Passes into Abyssinia stopped by Shihos, who threaten 
to attack villages on mainland near MasAowah 

Dejajmatch Kasai is pursuing Has Ali into the Galla 
country, near Shoa. Dejajmatch Birro, a formidable 
opponent to Kasai. Dejajmatch Oobeay at present 
neutral .. .. • • • • 

Application from Dejajmatch Oobeay for muskets and 
rifles. Cannot explain to him why such requests are 
refused, or make him understand nature of relations 
between British Government and the Turks. Ilia good¬ 
will will be forfeited should his request not be complied 
with. Is quite independent since Raa All’s fall 
Inclosure. Letter from Dejajmatch Oobeay (“ Kiug 
of Ethiopia”) to Consul Plowden .. ,. 


No. 

Date. 

Receipt. 

1853. 

1853. 

318. Consul Plowden 

(No. 30.) 

Sept. 28 

Nov. 12 

319. Consul Plowden 

(No. 31.) 

Sept. 28 

Nov. 12 

320. Consul Plowden 

(No. 32.) 

Sept 30 

Nov. 12 

321. Consul Plowden 

(No. 33.) 

Sept 30 

Nov. 12 

322. Consul Plowden 

(No. 34.) 

Oct 10 

Nov. 12 

323. Consul Plowden 

(No. 35.) 

Oct 15 

Dec. 27 

324. Consul Plowden 

(No. 36.) 

Oct 20 

Dec. 27 



1853. 

1854. 


325. Consul Plowden 

(No. 37.) 

Dec. 21 

Feb. 28 

Movements of Dejajmatch Kasai. Irruption into do¬ 
minions of Dejaj Oobeay, near Gondar, whose army 
has been in consequence withdrawn from Tigre. 

Ras Ali in province of Edjow. The whole country 
in arms •. .. .. • • 159 

326. Consul Plowden 

(No. 38.) 

Dec. 21 

Feb. 28 

Receipt of despatch of Oct 3, 1853. Will prepare a 
report on the interior of Abyssinia aud the coast. 
Treaty with Ras Ali likely to become a nullity. 
Useful information will probably be found in records 
in Foreign Office of Mr. Salt’s Mission to Ras Welda 
Selaaseo; Mr. Coffin’s Mission to Dejajmatch Sabar- 
gardis; aud Captain Harris’s Mission to Shoa .. 159 

327. Consul Plowden 

(No. 39.) 

Dec. 22 

Feb. 28 

Receipt of circular respecting marriages at British Con¬ 
sulates .. . • .# .. 159 

328. Consul Plowden 

Doc. 31 

Feb. 28 

Residence certificate .. .. ..160 

(No. 40.) 




329. Conaul Plowden 

Dec. 31 

Feb. 28 

Advice of bill, 100/., office and house rent allowances.. 160 

(No. 41.) 




330. Consul Plowden 

(No. 42.) 

Dec. 31 

1854. 

Feb. 28 

Number of despatches sont to Foreign Office in 1853 .. 160 

331. India Board .. 

Apr. 4 

Apr. 5 

French proceedings in Red Sea .. .. 160 

332. To Lord Cowley 

(No. 326.) 

Apr. 11 

• • 

Do. do. . .. UI 

333. Consul Plowden 

Jan. 3 

Apr. 13 

Nil return of Fees.. •« • • ..161 

(No. 1.) 




$34. Consul Plowden 

(No. 2.) 

Jan. 9 

Apr. 13 

Threat of the Aboona to eject the Roman Catholic 
Mission by force. Seizure of property of Aboona at 
Jeddah by French Vice-Consul. Threat of similar 
reprisals by French authorities at Massowah. Asks for 
instructions as to conduct he should pursue. A 
Protestant Mission was once exjielled from Abyssinia, 
but British Government did not have course to 
reprisals on Abyssinians out of the country .. 161 
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LIST OF PAPERS. 
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1854 . 


[Earl of Clarendon , 


No. 

335. Consul Plowden 

(No. 3.) 

Date. 
1854. 
Jan. 25 

Receipt. 

1854. 
Apr, 13 

836. Consul Plowden 

(No. 4.) 

Jan. 25 

Apr. 13 

337. Consul Plowden 

(No. 5.) 

Jan. 26 

Apr. 13 

338. Consul Plowden 

(No* 6.) 

Jan. 26 

Apr. 13 

339. To Consul Plowden .. 

(Separate.) 

Apr. 15 

• • 

340. To Lord Cowley 

(No. 858.) 

Apr. 17 


841. To Mr. Scarlett 

(No. 88.) 

Apr. 20 

•• 

342. Consul Plowden 

(No. 7.) 

Feb. 28 

Apr. 27 

343. Lord Cowley .. 

(No. 568.) 

Apr. 27 

Apr. 28 

344. Lord Cowley 

(No. 589. Confidential.) 

May 2 

May 3 

845. To Admiralty \ 

346. To India Board j 

May 5 

• • 

347. Mr. Scarlett .. 

(No. 77.) 

May 19 

May 25 

348. Consul Plowden 

(No. 8.) 

Mar. 14 

« 

June 13 

349. Consul Plowden 

(No. 9.) 

Mar. 15 

June 13 

350. Consul Plowden 

(No. 10.) 

Mar. 17 

June 13 

351. To Consul Plowden .. 

(No. 1.) 

June 26 



Subject. 




Dejaj Kasai in possession of Begemder, Gondar, Ac. 

Ras Ali still in Edjow. TigTe partly in hands of Bal- 
guda Areya, nephew of Sabagardis, who is friendly 
disposed to English alliance. Expected application 
from Kas Ali for assistance in money or arms. Should 
have discretionary power to comply with his request 162 

Question of the protection of the Aboona a delicate 
one. Requests instructions. Is unable to understand 
rights claimed by Court of Rome to appoint bishops in 
Abyssinia .. .. .. i .. 162 

Receipt of despatch respecting protection to emissaries 
and property of the A boon a. Has asked for further 
instructions .. .. .. .. 169 

Receipt of circulars. Trade Acts, Ac. .. ..169 

Authority to spend 200/., if necessary, to comply with 
wishes of Ras Ali, and instructions as to drawing for 
the same .. .. .. .. 169 

To represent to French Government imprudence of course 
adopted by French Consular Agents, and emissaries of 
the Pope with regard to interference with the Aboona 
Salama. or High Priest of Abyssinia .. .. 164 

To represent to Cardinal Antonelli, through Mr. Lyons, 
do. do. .. •• .. .. 164 

Peace patched up between Dejajmatch Kasai and De- 
iamatch Oobeay, owing to threatened appearance of 
Dejajmatch Birro in Godjara. Tigre tranquil in conse¬ 
quence. Reappearance of Ras Ali at Gondar .. 164 

Assurance given him by French Minister of Marine that 
his Government has not the least intention of getting 
possession of any territory within, or on the shores of, 
the Red Sea . • .» .. •» 165 

Copy of letter from French Minister of Marine to M. 
Drouyn de Lhuys. French settlement in Red Sea .. 165 

Copy of Lord Cowley’s despatch of May 2. French in 
Red Sea .. .. .. •• 


166 


Conversation between Mr. Lyons and Cardinal Antonelli. 
Proceedings of French Roman Catholic Mission in 
Abyssiuia. .. .. •• •• 166 

Defeat of Birro Gosho in Godjam by Dejajmatch Kasai. 
Position of Ras Ali. Depredations committed by 
Shiho tribe. Turkish government of neighbourhood 
purely nominal .. •• • • .. 166 

Incursion of Egyptian Bey of Taka into Christian 
province of Senhait, or Bogos. 300 inhabitants, who 
never paid tribute to Egypt, but owed allegiance to 
Dejajmatch Oobeay, carried into Slavery. Further 
invasions threatened unless inhabitants embrace Ma¬ 
hometanism. Their application for establishment of 
a British Consulate to save them from such an 
alternative. Consul Plowden proposed to visit the 
country, and confer with Bey of Taka on the Bubject. 

Has appealed to British Consul-General to Egypt to 
apply to Pasha for an order to prevent further 
attacks, and for restitution of women and children .. 167 

Condnct of Governor of Massowah. People who 
work for Consul flogged and imprisoned.. ., 167 

British Agent and Consul-General in Egypt has been in¬ 
structed to inform Viceroy of Egypt that British Go¬ 
vernment cannot remain indifferent to condition of 
Christians in Bogos: and to state that they expect 
that immediate and precise orders will be given to 
Bey of Taka to desist from persecuting them, and to 
liIterate those who have been violently led away into 
Captivity. Approving his intention to visit the 
Governor of Taka on the subject .. .. 168 



Subject. p*g e 

Differences between Roman Catholic Mission and the 
Aboona in Abyssinia believed to be satisfactorily 
settled.. .. .. « .. ..169 

From Bogos. His arrival in Bogos. Destruction of vil- 
lagee by Egyptian force*. Choice offered to them of the 
Koran or the sword. Province of Bogos a part of 
the Christian country of Tigrrf. Hopes and confidence 
of inhabitants in Her Majesty’s Government will not 
be misplaced. Similar conduct of Egyptians towards 
district of Halhal. five years’ since. Hopes such 
attacks on districts of Bogos or Mensa will be pro¬ 
hibited in future. Intends to visit Bey of Taka at 
Kassala .. ,, .. 169 

From Barka. Residence certificate .. .. 170 


uiuuuiiuiu nutiirujciii. iiiuui' u,y ui i aK.’i mac iuna- 
bitants of Bogos aro not Christians, but idolators. 
Proofs to the contrary. Other provinces forced to 
embrace Islamism .. .. ..170 

Inclosure. Letter from Inhabitants of Bogos to 
Consul Plowden, asking for protection of British 
Government against Egyptian troops .. 171 


351* Mr. Scarlett .. 

(No. 91. Extract.) 

952. Consul Plowden 

(No. 11.) 


353. Consul Plowden 

(No. 12.) 

354. Consul Plowden 

(No. 13.) 


355. Consul Plowden 

(No. 14.) 


356. Consul Plowden 

(No. 15.) 


357. Consul Plowden 

(No. 16.) 

368. Mr. Bruce 

(No. 26.) 


359. Mr. Bruce 

(No. 29.) I 


360. To Mr. Bruce .. .. 

(No. 37.) | 


361. To Consul Plowden .. J 
(No. 2.) 


362. To Consul Plowden .. Jt 
(No. 3.) 


From Krtsala. Has seen the Bey of Taka, who claims 
Abyssinia as property of Pasha of Egypt. Considers 
him a fanatic. Abyssinians more right to Yemen, 
which they once possessed ., 

Inclosure. Consul Plowden to Bey of Taka, April 
16, 1854. Christians of Bogos who nave had 
their villages burnt, their cattle and property 
plundered, and their women and children carried 
into Slavery, request his Protection. Protest 
against further acta of violence being committed 
pending reference to England aud Egypt, and 
demand for restitution of captives .. 


Refusal of Boy of Taka to give up captives without 
orders from Cairo. Prisoners sold daily. Itenrcsenta- 


oroers irom uatro. manners sold daily, lien 
tions of a Christian Consul ridicuicd. He 
demands will be supported ., ,. 


Uenresenta- 
Ilopes his 


From Atbara. Attempt of Boy of Taka to intercept his 
correspondence. Insult offered to British Govern- 
ment ..172 


Copts have been permitted to elect Daoud as their 
patriarch. Pasha's inteirireter assured of interest 
taken by Her Majesty’s Government in maintenance 
of ecclesiastical privileges of this ancieut branch of 
the Christian Church .. ..172 


Governor of Taka has justified his proceedings at Bogos to 
Egyptian Government, on ground that inhabitants had 
made incursions on Egyptian territory. Investigation 
promised by Viceroy; aud restitution ordered of 
women and children .. .. .. 17J 


Outrages committed by Bey of 1 aka on Christum com¬ 
munity of Bogos. To inform Pasha distinctly that 
British Government will not acquiesce in any assmnp- 
tion on the part of the Porte or of the Viceroy of any 
authority over independent tribes of Abyssiuia; that 
Her Majesty’s Government will watch over the 
interests of Christians in that country, und will not 
allow them to be maltreated or oppressed by their 
Mussulman neighbours 


Approval of his conduct on occasion of outrages 
committed by Bey of Taka on Christian community at 
Bogos, and for removal of obstacles offered by Boy 
to transmission of his correspondence. Pasha of 
Egypt apjiealed to on those subjects .. ..174 


Differences between Roman Catholic Missionaries in 
Abyssinia and the Aboona Salama considered by 
Cardinal Antonelli to have been settled on the 
■pot .. .. .. ..176 




















LIST OF PAPERS. 

1854 . 


[Earl of Clartmdon, 


No. 

363. Mr. Bruce 

(No. 32.) 

Date. | 
1854. 1 
June 30 

Receipt. 

1854. 
July 16 

364. To Mr. Bruce .. 

(No. 40.) 

July 22 

• • 

366. To Sir H. Bulwer 

(No. 4.) 

July 26 

•• 

365*. Mr. Bruce r .. 

(No. 37. Extract.) 

July 30 

• • 

366. Sir H. Bulwer 

(No. 21.) 

Aug. 1C 

• • 

367. To Mr. Bruce .. 

(No. 47.) 

Aug. 25 

•• 

368. Consul Plowden 

(No. 17.) 

June 2 

Aug. 29 

869. Consul Plowden 

(No. 18.) 

June 3 

Aug. 29 

370. Consul Plowden 

(No. 19.) 

June 30 

Aug. 29 

371. India Board .. 

Oct. 4 

Oct. 4 

872. To India Board 

Oct. 5 

•• 

873. To Lord Cowley 

(No. 989. Confidential.) 

Oct 5 

•• 

374. Consul Plowden 

(No. 20.) 

June 29 

Oct. 16 

375. Consul Plowden 

(No 21.) 

June 30 

Oct. 16 

376. Consul Plowdon 

(No. 22.) 

June 10 

Oct. 16 

377. Consul Plowden 

(No. 23.) 

June 30 

Oct 16 

378. Conaul Plowden 

(No. 24.) 

July 1 

Oct 16 

379. ComuI Plowden 

(No. 25.) 

July 1 

Oct 16 

880. Consul Plowden 

(No. 26.) 

July 2 

Oct. 16 

381. Memorandum .. 

t • 

• s 

382. Consul Plowden 

(No. 27.) 

/ 

•• 


Subject. 


Page 


Application of Metropolitan of Abyssinia to be taken 
under British Protection on account of persecution 
endured by native Christians in Abyssinia at hands of 
Roman Catholic Missionaries, under Father Jacobis, 
who was brought up in English school at Cairo nnder 
British protection 

Inclosure. Letter from Metropolitan of Abyssinia 
to the Queen, April 6, 1854 .. •• 


175 

175 


To assure Patriarch that British Government are 
watching over bis interests, and that be may at all 
times communicate to them any just and well-founded 
complaints on religious matters .. .• 175 

To inquire as to precise orders given by Court of Rome 
to prevent complaints against conduct of Roman 
Catholic Mission in Abyssinia .. ..176 

Bey of Taka about to be removed. Steps taken for 
restitution of Bogos captives and settlement of frontier 177* 

Complaints of Metropolitan of Abyssinia against pro¬ 
ceedings of Roman Catholic Mission .. ..177 

Inclosure. Mr. Lyons to Sir II. Bulwer, Aug. 9,1854 177 

Copies of above correspondence. Proceedings of Roman 
Catholic Mission in Abyssinia .. .. 178 

Order sent by Pasha ot Sennaar to Governor of Taka 
to suspend sale of Christians at Senhait (Bogos). Sus¬ 
pects Governor of Taka has seized his correspondence. 178 

Sale of Christian prisoners has been suspended, but they 
are subjected to great barbarity in order to induce 
them to change their faith. Are in despair at Consul 
Plowden’« departure for Massowah .. .. 178 

From Mawoirah. Position of contending Chiefs. Raa 
Ali in a sanctuary by permission of Kasai. Kasai in 
Godiam. Birro Gosho still holds out. Oobeay in Tigre, 
but has sent tribute to Kasai .. .. 179 

French proceedings in Red Sea .. •• 179 

Instructions given to Lord Cowley respecting French 
proceedings in Red Sea .. .. .. 18S 

To enquire how French assurances respecting their non¬ 
settlement in Red Sea can be reconciled with the re- 
peated ofTers of purchase of territory made by French 
naval officers .. .. .. .. 18S 

Aboona Salama permitted by Oobeay, at request of 
Kasai, to proceed to Goudar, from which city he was 
banished by Raa Ali eight years since. Kefi.sal of 
the Aboona to enter Gondar unless M. de Jacobis and 
his Roman Catholic followers be ejected. Rainy 
season about to set in .. .. .. 185 

Salt plains in Taltal District claimed by Governor of 
Massowah, from Oobeay, as Turkish territory. Claim 
totally unfounded .. .. •• 184 

Continued vexatious conductor Governor of Massowah. 
Demands his dismissal; and that an order be given for 
protection of his property, and for permission for him 
to employ workmen, particularly at Moncooloo .. 184 

Residence certificate .. .. .. 185 

Fowling pieces and rifles for Oobeay’s own use seized by 
Governor of Massowah. Appeal of Oobeay to Consul 
Plowden for assistance .. .. .. 185 

Receipt of circular .. •. •. 185 

Refusal of Governor of Massowah to allow men to work 
for Consul Plowden at Moncooloo. Consequent loss 
of property. Orders to Pasha of Iledjaz entirely dis¬ 
regarded. Massowah simply a Slave depot. Impos¬ 
sible to perform his duties efficiently .. .. 185 

Vexatious conduct pursued by Governor of Massowah 
against Cousul Plowden and all Europeans .. 186 

(See No. 395) •• •• •* ••18/ 


LIST OF PAPERS. 


Secretary 9f Stott for Foreign Ajfairt.] 


No. 

388. Consul Plowden 

(No. 28.) 


384. Consul Plowden 

(No. 29.) 

385. Consul Plowden 

(No. 30.) 

386. Sir H. Bulwer 

(No. 48.) 


Date. 
1854. 
July 10 


387. Lord Cowley .. .. Oct. 

(No. 1269.) 


**]_1854._ 

t \*1Stt ^ 

10 Oct. 16 Kino Gosho, of Godjam, taken prisoner by Dejaj Kasai. 

Kasai likely to subdue the whole country; but unless 
a Seaport be provided by England, Abyssinia must 
ever remain isolated from the rest of the world, nor 
will an embassy or consulate produce any profitable or 
lasting effect .. .. .. ..187 

10 Oct. 16 Requests permission to visit England. Will leave Mr. 

Barroui, his secretary, in charge .. .. 188 

21 Oct. 16 No vessel has visited Massowah from Aden for seven 

months. Delay in forwarding correspondence .. 188 

17 Oct 24 Differences bet ween Aboona and Roman Catholic Mis¬ 
sionaries in Abyssinia .. .. ..188 

Inclosure. Mr. Lyons to Sir 1L Bulwer, Oct 13, 

1854 .. .. .. .. 189 

22 Oct 24 French proceedings in Red Sea. Reports received by 

Her Majesty’s Government declared to be erroneous. 189 
Inclosure 1. Lord Cowley to M. Drouyn de Lhuys, 


July 10 Oct 16 
Aug. 21 Oct. 16 


Oct 17 Oct 24 


388. To Consul Plowden .. Oct. 

(No. 4.) 

382. To Lord Stratford de Oct 
Keddiffe (No. 648.) 


391. To Consul Plowden .. Oct 

(No. 5.) 

392. To Conaul Plowden .. Oct 

(No. 6.) 


Oct 7 

Inclosure 2. M. Drouyi 
Oct 20 

Inclosure 3. M. Ducoa 
Oct. 14 

Granting leave of absence, 
being left in charge of Con 


M. Drouyn de Lhuys to Lord Cowley, 
M. Ducoa to M. Drouyn do Lhuys, 


ranting leave of absence. Approval of Mr. Borroni 
being left in charge of Consulate, at Massowah 


26 I .. 


28 .. 


28 i .. 


393. To Sir II. Bulwer .. Oct. 28 

(No. 31.) 

394. To Consul Plowden .. Nov. 1 

(No. 7.) 

395. Consul Plowden .. July 9 Nov. 

(No. 27.) 


396. Conaul den .. Aug. 28 Nov. 
(No. 31.) 


397. To Quartermaster-Ge- Nov. 6 

neral 

398. To Conaul Plowden .. Nov. 9 

(No. 8.) 

399. Quarter-Master General Dec. 7 Dec. 

400. To Mr. Brace (No. 59.) Dec. 8 


[ To bring complaints of Consul Plowden against con¬ 
duct of Governor of Masaowah to knowledge of 
Turkish Government; to demand his dismissal; and 
that peremptory orders be given to him to treat British 
Consul in a becoming manner, and to make redress 
to him for insults and injuries .. ..191 

Cardinal Antonelli’s explanations respecting differences 
between the Aboona .Salama and the Roman Catholio 
Missionaries iu Abyssinia .. .. .. 192 

Instructions sent to Constantinople and Egypt pressing 
for recall of Governor of Massowah, or demanding 
that orders be given to treat him in a becoming man¬ 
ner, and afford him redress for iusults offered to him 192 

Copy of No. 374. 

Inquiring how England could provide a port for 
Abyssinia .. .. .. ..192 

2 Report on Northern Abyssinia. Sketch of the laws, 
customs, government, and position of the Abya- 
sinians, with an account of their neighbours. Natural 

i iroducts: Mineral wealth*, Gold; Iron; Cool, 
/linmte. Languages. Christian religion. Descrip¬ 
tion of the Aboona. Curreucv. Commerce. Strength 
and composition of armies. Feudal power of military 
chiefs. Merchants and traders. Routes to the Red 
Sea and Egypt. Means of transport. Caravans. 
British manufactures in request. Changes of Govern¬ 
ment. Description of Has Ali, Dejaj Oobeay, Dejaj 
Kasai, and others. Slave Trade. Description of the 
Gallo, Shiho, Taltal, and other tribes. Abvs- 
sinians formerly ruled Yemen and traded to India, 
but their existence lias been ignored by European 
Powers since their sea const was wrested from tncni. 
Zeyla. Ampbvlla. Turkish right to island of 
Massowah. Right of Naih on mainland. Boundary 
of Abyssinia should be settled .. ..192 

Inclosure. Map .. .. .. 228 

2 Movement of Dejaj Kasai against Dejaj Oobeay. 
Intends to visit the latter. Shiho tribes have do- 
dared their complete Independence. Difficulties of las 
position owing to Governor of Massowah’s conduct.. 228 

Map of Abyssinia to be lithographed .. .. 228 

Instructions given to Governor of the Soudan for 
restitution of Christian captives, and for settlement of 
tbe frontier .. .. .. . 229 

8 Sending 50 copies of map of Abyssinia .. .. 229 

To oonununicate substance of No. 386 to Metropolitan 229 
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From Adowah. Has visited 


Residence Certificate 


VUrt OF PAPEB0. 

1854 . 


No. 

401. Mr. Brace 


Bate. Receipt. Scbxbct. Pare 

1854. 1864. 

Nor. 24 Dec. 27 Governor of Maasowah not under jurisdiction of Viceroy 
of Egypt. Is appointed by the Porte, and placed under 
jurisdiction of Governor of the Hedias. Slave trade 
carried on under his auspices. Hi* contempt for 
firmans. Mr. Barroni thinks an English ship of war 
should be sent there .. .. .. 229 


[Earl of Clarendon, 


Redcliffe (No. 5.) 

>nsul Plowden 

(No. 82.) 

msul Plowden 

„ (No. 33.) 

msul Plowden 

(No. 34.) 

msul Plowden 

(No. 35.) 

msul Plowden 

(No. 36.) 


408. Consul Plowden 

(No. 37.) 

409. Consul Plowdeu .. Nov. 28 

(No. 38.) 


410. Consul Plowden .. Nov. 28 
(No. 39.) 


411. Consul Plowden .. Nov. 29 
(No. 40.) 


412. Consul Plowden .. Nov. 29 

(No. 41.) 

1855. 

To Lord Stratford de Feb. 16 
Redcliffe (No. 141.) 

413. To Consul Plowden .. Feb. 16 

(No. 1.) 

414. To Consul Plowden .. Feb. 16 

(No. 2.) 


415. To Mr. Bruce .. .. Feb. 16 

(No. 7.) 

416. Lord Stratford de Red- Mar. 12 

cliffs (No. 182.) 


1855 . 


To call upon Turkish Government to punish Governor 
of Maasowah for insults offered to Consul Plowden.. 231 


1855. 
Jan. 3 

1855. 

• • 

1864. 
Sept. 25 

Jan. 16 

Sspt. 30 

Jan. 16 

Nov. 8 

Jan. 16 

Nov. 3 

Feb. 12 

Nov. 6 

Feb. 12 


Oobeay. Approaching 
i and Dejaj Oobeay .. 231 


struggle between Dejaj Kasai 


restored to their homes in Bogos. owing to energetic 
representations of Her Majesty's Consul-General in 
Egypt .. .. .. 232 

Feb. 12 Attempt of Bey of Taka to intercept his letters. 

Hopes he will be punished .. .. .. 232 

Feb. 12 Has received letter from Dejaj Kasai full of expressions 
of esteem for him and respect for the English nation. 

Has, by proclamation, forbidden export of Slaves. 
Hopes Kasai will be successful in forthcoming 
struggle with Oobeay .. .. 233 

.. (Not received at the Foreign Office.) 

Feb. 13 Conditions of peace offered to Dejaj Oobeay. Ras Ali 
placed in durance by Dejaj Kasai, who is to be called 
King of Abyssinia. His intention of attaching Shoa. 
Export of Slaves forbidden. Intends to exclude 
Mahometans from high dignities or emoluments .. 233 

Feb. 13 Joint protest from himself and French Vice-Consul to 
Pasha of Maasowah against expeditions against 
provinces of Haruasayn, Menas. Bogos, Ac. Im¬ 
portance of obtaining from Turkey recognition of 
Abyssinian independence, and of fixing the boundaries 
of the kingdom ., .. .. .. 233 

Feb. 13 Imprisonment by Aboona Salama of Abysinians in 
Gondar who have embraced the Roman Catholic 
faith. M. de Jacobis ordered by Dejaj Kasai to leave 
the country, but has refused to do so. Consul Plowden 
interceded to save him from imprisonment .. 235 

Feb, 13 Christian evidence against Mussulmans not permitted 

at Maasowah •. •. .. .. 236 

., That orders be given for Sultan’s Firmans to be obeyed. 


Instructions sent to Consul General in Egypt respect¬ 
ing interception of his despatches by Bey of Taka .. 236 

To express to Dejaj Kasai satisfaction of Her Majesty’s 
Government at contents of his letter to Consul 
Plowden; and at steps taken to prevent exportation 
of Slaves .. •• .. .. 236 

To take steps to procure release of remaining Bogos 
Christians captured by Bey of Taka .. ., 237 

□as addressed a letter to Turkish Government respect¬ 
ing Consul Plowden’s grievances, and intolerable pro¬ 
ceedings of Turkish functionaries at Massowah. lias 
demanded redress, and pointed out Porte’s unprincipled 
and unwarrantable pretensions with regard to Abys¬ 
sinia .. .. .. .. .. 337 

Ioclosure. Lord Stratford de Redcliffe to Aali 
Pasua, March 9, 1855 .. .. .. 237 


Mar. 28 


417. To Lord Stratford de Mar. 29 
Redcliffe (No. 249.) 


Apr. 11 Entirely approving note to Turkish Government re¬ 
specting conduct of Governor of Massowah .. 239 


No. Date. Receipt. 

1855. 1855. 

418. Coneul Plowden ..Jan. 9 Apr. 2 

(No. 1. Consular.) 

419. Consul Plowden .. Jaa. 9 Apr. 2 

(No. 2.) 

420. Consul Plowden .. Jan. 9 Apr. 2 

421. Coosa) Plowden .. Jon. 9 Apr. 2 

(No. 3.) 


422. Consul Plowden .. Jan. 9 I Apr. 2 

(No. 4.) 1 


SUB«CT. 


423. Lord Stratford de Red- Mar. 29 Apr. 11 

cliffe (No. 245.) 

423*. To Lord Stratford de Apr. 12 
Redcliffe (No. 287.) 

424. To Consul Plowden .. Apr. 17 

(No. 8.) 

425. To Consul Plowden .. Apr. 19 

(No. 4.) 

426. Lord Stratford de Red- Apr. 12 Apr. 25 

cliffe (No. 881.) 


427. To Lord Stratford de Apr. 27 
Redcliffe (No. 340.) 


428. Mr. Bruce 


.. June 7 July 7 


429. Consul Plowden .. Mar. 31 Aug. 2 

(No. 15.) 

430. Consul Plowden .. Apr. 7 Aug. 2 

(No. 16.) 


431. To Consul Plowden .. Aug. 22 ,. 

(No. 5.) 

432. Consul Plowden to Lord Mar. 12 Sept. 3 

Stratford de Redcliffe 

433. Consul Plowden .. Mir. 1 Sept. 5 

(No. 5.) 

434. Consul Pkrwdsn .. Mar. 1 Sept. 5 

(No. 6.) 


Number of despatches sent to Foreign Office in 1854 .. 239 

Nil return of Fees .. .. .. 239 

Has protested against province of Mensa, an undoubted 
portion of Abyssinian territory bein^ ravaged by 
Pasha. Necessity for distinct recognition of Abys¬ 
sinian independence, and for boundaries being clearly 
defined .. ». •• 240 

Plunder of Mensa by Mahmnmrdan soldiery. Proposes 
to start to the Senhait country (Bogos), to ascertain 
facts, and to send letter to Bey of Taka, respecting 
Christian prisoners still in detention. Reocived no 
letters from the Foreign Office lost year .. 240 

lncloeure. Pfcrc Stella, Roman Catholic Missionary, 
to Consul Plowden, Mensa, Jan. 2,1855, praying 
for his protection .. .. ..241 

Firman for admission of Christian evidence in Moham¬ 
medan Courts of Criminal Justice .. .. 241 

Approving couduct in procuring ditto .. .. 242 

Copy of above .. .. .. •. 242 

Approval of his intention to proceed to the Senhait 
country (Bogos) for purposes stated .. .. 242 

Copy of instructions from Turkish Government to new 
Governor of Massowah. Not so satisfactory as they 
might have been. Will repoat remonstrance against 
Turkish injustice and impolicy hitherto pursued with 
regard to Abyssinia .. .. .. 242 

luclosure. Extract from Instructions to K&ima- 
kam of Massowah, April 8, 1855. Treatment of 
British and FrenchConsuls. Religion. Slave Trade 248 

Approving course intended to be pursued by him with 
regard to system of government adopted at Maa¬ 
sowah „ •• .. •• 248 

Letter from Mr. Barroni respecting Abyssinia. Deiaj 
Kasai declared Emperor, with title of Thoodore Ill. 
Wants Europeans to enable him to tnAke Abyssinia a 
civilized nation. His affection for the English nation. 
Departure of Consul Plowden from Massowah again for 
Abyssinia. Ibrahim Pasha superseded. Ibrahim 
Aga appointed Governor of Massowah. The provinces 
of Mensa, Senliait (Bogos), Ac., have been respected 
since protests of English Consul. Children stolen from 
Abyssinian parents still sold as Slaves at Masao- 
wah.. .. .. .. ..244 

From Hallai. Residence certificate .. .. 244 

Dejaj Kasai styled 41 Theodoras, King of Ethiopia," 
and 14 King of Kings." Mahometans ordered to 
become Christians within the year. Roman Catholics 
expelled. Mohammedan Gallos about to be attacked. 
Kiug has an idea of turning the waters of 
the Nile so as to ruin Egypt. Hopes to abolish 
feudal system and make other reforms. Mr. Bell 
advanced to great honours .. .. .. 244 

Investigation to be made into conduct of Bey of Taka, 
with regard to his endeavouring to intercept Consul 
Plowden’s correspondence .. .. .. 24o 

Suicide of Ibrahim Pasha, Governor of Massowah. 
Charges against him .. .. .. 2* * 

Has demanded from Bey of Taka restitution of remain¬ 
ing Christiana carried away from Abyssinian province 
of Senhait (Bogus) in 1854 .. 

| Suicide of Pasha of Massowah .. •. 
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LIST OF PAPERS. 



1855 * [Earl of Clarendon, 


No. 

435. Consul Plowden 

(No. 7.) 

Date. 
1855. 
Mar. ? 

Receipt. 
1855. 
Q/ *nt. 5 

4 Subject. Page 

Disputes bet .,een the oooona . \lama and the Rom*u 
Catholic Mission in Abyssinia. Right of Abyssinian* 
to decide as to residence of strangers in their 
dominions. Departure of M. de Jacobis for Egypt.. 247 

436. Consul Plowden 

(No. 8.) 

Mar. 3 

Sept. 5 

Dejaj Kasai has defeated Dejaj Oobeay, and been 
crowned by the Aboona Salama as King of Ethiopia. 

Has aboUshed the Slave Trade and the barbarous 

By stem of mutilating fallen enemies. Is most desirous 
of the friendship of European Powers, especiaUy of 
England. His character .. .. .. 247 

437. Consul Plowden 

(No. 9.) 

Mar. 3 

Sept. 3 

Proposes to defer taking his leave of absence until he 
has paid a visit to the new ruler of Abyssinia .. 248 

438. Consul Plowden 

* (No. 11.) 

r 

Mar. 4 

Sept. 5 

Has visited Mensa and Bogos. Found Naib in posses¬ 
sion of the former province under orders from Pasha. 
Inhabitants had fled. In Bogos Consul Plowden 
pacified several blood-feuds with adjoining tribes, and 
exhorted people not to invade Egyptian territory. All 
tribes and districts on northern frontier of Ilamazayn 
applied to him for protection, nis ausv.-er .. 248 

439. Consul Plowden 

(No. 12.) 

Mar. 4 

Sept. 5 

Receipt of despatch of April 15,1854, authorizing condi¬ 
tional ex|« ii(liture of 200/. .. .. .. 248 

440. Consol Plowden 

(No. 13.) 

Mar.. 4 

Sept. 5 

Receipt of various circulars .. .. .. 249 

441. Consul Plowden 

(No. 14.) 

Mar. 8 

Sept. 5 

Dejajmatch Areya appointed Governor of Tigre. His 
family friendly to England. Consul Plowden states 
that he shall of course carefully refer all foreign poli¬ 
tics to the king .. .. .. .. 249 

442. To Lord Stratford de 
RedcUffe 

Sept. 6 

• • 

Copies of despatches from Consul Plowden. Observa¬ 
tions on new King of Abyssinia. Suicide of late 
Governor of Massowah .. .. .. 249 

443. To Consul Plowden .. 

(No. 6.) 

Sept. 12 

• • 

Approval of steps taken to procure return to their 
homes of remaining inhabitants of province of Senhait 
(Bogos), taken captives by Bey of Taka.. .. 249 

444. To Consul Plowden .. 

(No. 7.) 

Sept. 12 

•• 

Entire approval of his deferring his leave of absence, in 
order that he may visit now ruler of Abyssinia .. 250 

445. To Consul Plowdeu .. 

(No. 8.) 

Sept. 12 

• • 

Approval of exertions to settle feuds among tribes 
which he visited iu his journey through provinces of 
Mensa and Bogos .. .. .. 250 

440. Consul Plowden 

(No. 17.) 

June 18 

Nov. 8 

From Gondar. Found King Theodore in province of Dil- 
lanta. lias had several interviews with him. Country 
in very disturbed state .. .. .. 250 

447. Consul Plowden 

(No. 18.) 

% 

June 25 

i 

Nov. 8 

Report on recent change of Government in Abys¬ 
sinia. State of the country. Character of King 
Theodore. His reforms and ideas. Result of iutcr- 
views with him. Has suppressed the Slave T.-ade. 
Conversation with His Majesty respecting the estab¬ 
lishment of a Consulate. King objects to receive 
a Consul, on the ground that Jurisdiction conferred 
encroaches upon his pierogative. Offer of some 
hundred dollars to Consul Plowden to pay his 
excuses. Intends to send an Embassy to England. 

Does not wish to break off all Treaty with England; 
only objects to clause about Consular Jurisdiction. 
Would receive an Ambassador. Kindness of Mr. Bell, 
and the Aboona. Conduct of Roman Catholic Mission. 
King’s designs on Massowah, and Egyptian frontier. 

Is about to attack the Gallas, and Shoa. Is anxious 
for instructions for guidance of his conduct .. 250 

448. Consul Plowden 

(No. 19.) 

June 27 

Nov, 3 

Has addressed a letter to M. do Jacobis. Disappoint¬ 
ment of the Bishop at order for expulsion of Roman 
Catholics, and consequent threats. Religious feelings 
are political ones in Abyssinia. Conduct which should 
be pursued by all Missionaries in that country .. 257 

Indoeure. Consul Plowden to M. de Jacobis, 

June 27, 1855 .. .. .. 258 

449. Consul Plow den 

(No. 20.) 

June 30 

Nov. 3 

Residence certificate .. .. ,. 259 

450. To Consul Plowdeo .. 

(No.*.) 

Nov. 20 

' 


Approving proceedings with regard to Bishop Jacobis. 

To use his best eudeavours to check persecution 
for religious opinions .. ., .. 259 


/ 


Kw ^ 1 -— — - - —- 



Receipt. 


Date. 
1855. 
Nov. 27 


451. To Consul Plowdeo .. 

fNo. 10.) 


Entirely approving his proceedings at Gondar and else¬ 
where, and the language ho held to the King. To 
assure Ilis Majesty of the admiration of Her Majesty's 
Government at his valour and skill in the field, his 
moderation in victory, his wisdom, and benevolence. 
To express an earnest hope that he will abstain 
from religious persecutions, and from extending 
religious principles by force of arms. To iuform him 
that the Queen will have much pleasure in receiving, 
and treating with due honour, any Ambassadors whom 
he may send to Her Court, provided His Majesty gives 
a distinct assurance that ho renounces all idea of con¬ 
quest in Egypt and at Massnwah. It will be Mr. 
Plo-vden’s duty to accompany them to England, paying 
their expenses. New Viceroy of Egypt will not invade 
Abyssinia; aud has set free Abyssinian prisoners, 
reduced to Slavery by his predecessor. To communi¬ 
cate w : th Consul-General in Egypt on subject of 
passage »f Embassy through Egypt .. ., 

Copies of despatches to and from Consul Plowdeu 


452. To Lord Stratford de 

RedcUffe (No. 987. ) 

453. Lord Stratford de Red¬ 

cUffe (No. 946.) 

454. To Lord Stratford de 

RedcUffe (No. 1002.) 

455. To Mr. Bruce 

(No. 24.)' 


Copy of memorandum he has addressed to the Turkish 
Government on subject of Slave Trade at Mnasowah.. 

Approving the above .. .. ., 


Memorandum of Consul Plowdeu, respecting a pro¬ 
posed Abyssinian Mission to England ; and conse¬ 
quent instructions 


Difficulty and danger of his position at Gondar, owing 
to absence of tho King .. .. 

Probable submission of Shoa. Has been nsked by the 
King to remain at Gondar. Hopes to arrange question 
of establishment of a Consulate or Embassy 

Approving his remaining at Gondar 


456. Consul Plowden 


457. Consul Plowden 


458. To Consul Plowden 

(No. 1 

459. Mr. Bruce 

(No 3. 


Probable attack on Massowah by King Theodore. 
Advantages which would result were a transfer made 
of the port to Abyssinia ,, .. .. 264 

Inclosure. Mr. Bruce to Lord Stratford de Red¬ 
cUffe, Feb. 16, 1856 .. .. ..264 

Imprisonment of Khosrew Bey for improper conduct 
towards Consul Plow deu in regard to his correspon¬ 
dence .. .. 265 

Inclosuro 1. Stephan Bey to Mr. Bruce, Feb. 7,1856 266 
Inclosure 2. Mr. Bruce to Stephan Bey, Feb.9, 1856 266 

To advise the Sultan to consent to transfer port of 
Massowah to Abyssinia .. .. .. 266 

Copy of above .. ,. .. .. 267 


460. Mr. Bruoe 


461. To Lord Stratford d 

RedcUffe (No. 264. 

462. To Mr. Bruce .. 

(No. 4 

463. To Mr. Bruce .. 

(No. 9 

464. Consul Plowden 

(No. 22 

465. Consol Plowden 

(No. 23 

466. Consul Plowden 

(No. 25 


King has subdued Gallos, and is marching against 
Shoa .. .. .. 

A rebel chief (Dejaj Negoosie) has been to Gondar, 
and set free a French merchant (M. Iiefevre). Con¬ 
sul Plowden's intercession .. ,. 

King’s troops defeated by rebels near Gondar. Whole 
country now in hands of rebels. French merchant 
reunpnsoued .. .. .. ., 


46? ~ ulvI Plowden 


1855. 

1856. 

. Sept. 2 

Jan. 1 

. Oct. 28 

Feb. 

1856. 


., 

• 4 

. Feb. 17 

) 

Mar. 3 

. Mar. 2 

) 

Mar. 19 

0 Mar. 6 

) 

•• 

. Mar. 7 

) 

• • 

. Mar. 22 

• « 

} 1855. 


. Sept. 30 
) 

Apr. 2 

. Oct. 19 
) 

Apr. 2 

. Nov. 26 
) 

Apr. 2 

. Nov. 28 
) 

Apr. 2 













* ‘ 

1857 . 


485. Cousul Plowden 

(No. 7.) 


1856. 1857. 

Aug. 5 Feb. 16 King has remained at Gondsr during rainy season. 

St i A i te ^ ,e country. No military movements pos¬ 
sible till October. King firmly bent on sending an 
Embassy to England. Thinks he will give way on 
question of reception of a Consul or other Represen- 
tatire from England. Yields to reason, but not to 
fear. Thinks a Resident, without defined Jodiud 
power, would be better than a Consul with smm 
, 7 P° Were .. 




[Earl of Clarendon, 


478. Consul Plowden 


(No. 8.) 


474. Consul Plowden 


(No. 4.) 


475. Mr. Bruce 


(No. 80. 


476. To Lord 

Redclifft 

477. To Lord Stratford 

Redcliffe (No. 745. 

478. To Consul Plowden . 

(No. 2. 

479. To Earl Cowley 

(So. 618.) 

480. To Couaul Plowden . 

(No. 3.) 

481. Lord Cowley .. 

(No. 

482. To Consul Plowden .. 

(No. 4.) 

488. Consul Plowden 

(No. 5.) 


484. Consul Plowden 


(No. 6.) 


LIST Of PAPERS. 

1856 . 


LXVlii 


468. Consul Plowd* o 

(No. 27.) 

469. Consol Plowden 

(No. 28.) 

470. Consul Plowden 

(No. 29.) 

471. Consul Plowden 

(No. 1.) 

472. Consol Plowden ., 

(No. 2.) 




Subject. 


Residence certificate 


do. .. 


.. 280 


.. 280 


King still in Gondar, and firm in his intention of send¬ 
ing an Embassy to England. Dejai Negooaee occu¬ 
pies Tigr& Visit of Bishop Jacobis to him, with 
promise of Freuch aid. Permission given the Bishop 
to preach Romish creed b Tigre. Consul Plowden 
states he has cast his lot with Kbg Theodore’s .. 280 

Approving conduct ss reported in No. 10 . .. 281 

From Em/hu. Copies of despatches received, but tom 
onen. lias informed King of satisfaction of Her 
Majesty’s Government at his bteutiou to prohibit 
export of Slaves .. .. .. 281 

Instructions given to his Agent at Maasowah respecting 
reception of Christian evidence iu Mahomed&n Crimi¬ 
nal Courts .. • • ... .. 282 

Will dissuade Abyssinian authorities from religious 
persecutions. No Mahomedan has yet been forced to 
change his creed. King’s conduct towards the Gallas. 
Abyssinians should not lie judged by European stan¬ 
dard of 19th century. Arrival of some German Pro¬ 
testant Missionaries in the country. No restriction 
placed on the distribution of books ; but public preach¬ 
ing would probably be stopped .. .. 282 

King declares that he reserves right to demand here¬ 
after certain territories wrested from Abyssinia; 
but promises to take no steps of a hostile nature until 
ho shall have received a reply to a letter he proposes to 
write to the British Government on the subject. Be¬ 
lieves King’s territorial claim includes Maasowah, and 
proviuoes of Bogos, Mensa, Ac., the inhabitants of 
which districts speak Abyssinian. Expected arrival of 
Patriarch of Alexandria ., .. .. 283 

If King will not recognize Treaty made with Ras Ali, 

Nov. 2,1849, on ground that it confers Judicial power* 
on Her Majesty’s Consul, such j>ower may as well be 
given up; but he should remind King that good faith 
should prevent his repudiation of the Treaty, and 
inform Ilia Majesty that if he objects to any of its 
provisions he should propose modifications .. 284 

To explain to the King that England cannot assist him 
with an armed force; but would be glad to know b 
what other way they can aid him iu his work of 
reform .. .. .. .. 284 

Copies of despatches from Consul Plowden .. 284 

Copies of despatches from Consul Plowden. Religious 
differences in Abyssinia .. .. . 284 

Conversation with Count Walewski respecting pro¬ 
ceedings of Roman Catholic Missionaries in Abyssinia. 285 

Approving conversation with Count Walewski respect¬ 
ing proceedings of Roman Catholic Missionaries in 
Abyssinia .. .. .. .. 285 

Memorandum from Count Walewski respecting pro¬ 
ceedings of French Romau Catholic Missionaries in 
Abyssbia .. .. .. .. 285 

Copy of the above memorandum .. ., 286 


Residence certificate 


.. 286 


Number of despatches sent to Foreign Office b 1856.. 286 

From Dtbra Tabor. Arrival of Patriarch of Egypt, and 
favourable reception by the King. Sulwequent dis¬ 
trust of him, owbg to his proceedings. Intends to 
address letters to all Christian courts on the subject 286 





















XXX 





505. Oooffnl Plowden 


(No. 3.) 


506. Consul Plowden 


(No. 4.) 


507. Mr. Bruce 

(No. 26.) 

508. To Mr. Green .. 

(No. 28.) 

509. To Consul Plowden .. 

(No. 5.) 


510. Consul Plowden 

(No. 5.) 

511. Consul Plowden 

(No. 6.) 

612. Consul Plowden .. Apr. 

(No. 27.) 


513. Consul Plowden 

(No. 7.) 

514. Consul Plowden 

(No. 8.) 

515. Consul Plowden 

(No. 9.) 

516. Consul Plowden 

(No. 10.) 


517. India Board .. 


518. To Consul Plowden .. 

(No. 6.) 

419. To Lord Cowley 

(No. 1140.) 

520. To Consul Plowden .. 

(No. 7.) 

521. India Board .. 


622. To Lord Cowley 

(No. 1517.) 

523. India Board .. 


524. To Lord Cowley 

(No. 1626.) | 


SCBJZCT. Pur* 

toot. 

May 18 Reconciliation between the King and the Patriarch .. 238 

May 18 From JVuns Aggee. King’s reasons for apparent inde- 
cision with regard to his answer to England, *nd 
respecting arrangements with Egypt Expected 
Egyptian invasion. His confidence in English friend- 

- .. .. ..288 

Msy 18 Viceroy of Egypt warned against invosiou of Abyssinia 200 
Inclosure. Mr. Bruce to Koenig Bey, April 29 .. 290 

.. Approving Mr. Brace’s note to Viceroy of Egypt. To 
use his best efforts to promote peaceful relations 
between Egypt and Abyssinia .. ..291 

.. Approving proceedings in regard to difference between 
Patriarch of Egypt and King of Abyssinia. To 
assure King of fnendly feelings of Her Msjesty's 
Government .. .. .. ..291 

dune 29 From Gondar. Residence certificate .. ..291 


From Dtmbta. Gratitude for a 
matter of French merchant, Lei 


r al of conduct in 
.. .. 291 


2 June 29 Has recently accompanied the King on a successful 
expedition against the Galiss. King declines to reply to 
proposals of British Government till rebellion is over. 
Declares be will not receive a Consul, but will send sn 
Embassy to England .. .. .. 292 

.. Not received .. .. ,, if 292 


Consular return for House of Commons ., 
Answer to Trading Circular .. 


Movements of the King. Has not yet entered Tigrt. 
Shall ho wait for answer to British proposals till war 
is over, or demand an answer and permission to 
le » ve * .. .. .. .. 293 

Purchase of Edd by the French for 50,000 franca .. 293 
Inclosure. Brigadier W. M. Coghlan to Bombay 
Government, July 4, 1857 .. .. 294 

Entirely approving of his remaining with the King.. 294 

Copy of No. 617 .. .. .. ,, 294 

To afford assistance and protection to M. Messinger 
[Munzinger], a Swiss .. .. .. 294 

French proceedings at Edd. Occupation resisted by 
Denkaleo*. An expedition.to be sent for forcible occu¬ 
pation of the place .. ,. ^ 295 

Inclosure. Bombay Government to East India 
Company, September 16 .. ,, 295 

Copy of ditto. To inquire unofficially into truth of report 295 

Visit of French Vice-Consul at Massowah to chief 
rebel of Tigrrf, with present of 15 guns. Traffic in 
Slaves at Massowah .. ., geg 

Inclosure. M. Barroni to Brigadier Coghlan, 

18 .. .. .. ..296 

Copy of ditto .. .. ..296 


534. Consul Plowden 

(No. 

535. Consul Plowden 

(No. 

536. Consul Plowden 

(No. 

537. Consul Plowden 

(No. 


538. Consul Plowden 

(No. 

539. Consul Plowden 

(No. 


540. Consul Plowden 

(No. 


541. Consul Plowden 

(No. 


542. Consul Plowden 


Circular 

525. Consul Plowden 

(No. 

526. Consul Plowden 

(No 

527. Board of trade.. 


528. To Consul Plowden 

(No 

529. Consul Plowden 

(No. 

530. Consul Plowden 

(No. 

531. Consul Plowden 

(No. 

532. Consul Plowden 

(No. 

533- Consul Plowden 

(No. 15. 


Receipt. Subject. I 

1858. 

Fob. 26 .. Appointment of the Earl of Malmesbury Secretary of 

State for Foreign Affairs. 


Dec. 31 i Mar. 20 From Gondar. Residence certificate 


.. 297 


2 Mar. 20 Number of despatches sent to Foreign Office in 1857.. 297 

18 Mar. 19 Letter from Mr. Cooley on probability of obtaining a 

supply of Guano from coasts of Abyssinia. That atten¬ 
tion of British Consul at Massowah be drawn to the 
subject .. .. .. .. 297 

24 .. To make inquiries respecting the probability of obtain¬ 
ing guano from coast of Abyssinia .. .. 298 

June 30 Apr. 2 From Dtmbta. Residence certificate .. .. 298 

5 Apr. 2 Duplicate of answers to queries for House of Com¬ 
mons .. .. .. .. 299 

7 Apr. 2 Not advisable to reopen discussion with King about 

inopoeed withdrawal of Consular Jurisdiction, until ho 
has completed his conquests .. .. 299 

7 Apr. 2 lias written a letter to the King, asking how England 

can show her friendship for him .. .. 299 

Sept. 8 Apr. 2 French Consular Agents in Egypt and at Massowah 
have no knowledge of what posses in Abyssinia, 
beyond that which they receive from Roman Catholic 
missionaries. King indignant nt arms being supplied 
to rebels in Tigrd. Ilis hostility to the Jesuits. Reply 
respecting lucrative trade said to be carried on by the 
Coptic Aboona in the lied Sea, under Consul Plow- 
den’s protection,. .. .. .. 300 


Sept. 8 j Apr. 2 


Sept. 18 Apr. 
Sept. 30 Apr. 
Nov. 15 Apr. 


Nov. 18 Apr. 
Nov. 20 Apr. 


26 Apr. 


2 lias reiterated his advice to the King respecting his 

warlike mania with regard to Egypt, Ac. .. 300 

2 No recognized authority exists at Edd, where French 
agents are said to have purchased laud.. .. 301 

2 Residence certificate .. .. .. 301 

2 From Debra labor. Is with the King. Recognition by 
French Vice-Consul and Roman Catholic Missionaries 
at Massowah of Dejnj Negoosco, as the supreme and 
lawful authority in Abyssinia. Exchange of presents. 
Arms and ammunition presented to Negoosee. Roman 
Catholics are striving by every meuns to establish 
their authority in Abyssinia. French Government 
misinformed .. •• .. .. 301 

2 ITis despatches stopped by one of M. de Jacobis’s 

agents, and messenger chained .. .. 302 

2 French and Austrian Governments are fixing their eyes 
on African coast of Red S<“a and Massowah. Neces¬ 
sity for a squadron to lie stationed in Red Sea to pro¬ 
tect British interests.. .. .. .. 803 

2 Departure of Patriarch of Alexandria for Egypt. Ou 

friendly terms with king. Proposed Embassy from 
Abyssinia to the Viceroy. Obstacle to transit of 
Abyssinian Mission to England through Egypt will 
thus l)e removed .. ,, .. 303 

2 Letter from King Theodore to the Queen. Intentiou 

of sending an Embassy to England when rebellion is 
over. Consul Plowden alluded to therein as Ambas¬ 
sador and not Consul Believes King will never con¬ 
sent to the appointment or residence of a Consul. 

Is sure the King would be glad of a present of per¬ 
cussion muskets and caps. French are assisting his 
rival, Dejaj Negoosee with arms .. .. .. 304 

Inclosure. Letter. King Theodore to the Queen 
(no date) .. .. .. ,, 304 

2 From Yfag. Proposal of French Vice-Consul at Mas- 
sowab that his Government should assist Dejaj Ne- 
goosee with a few soldiers and artillerymen ,. 305 
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LIST OF PAPKB& |j 

1858. 


[Earl of Malmabniy, 


543. Consul Plowden 

(No. 25.) 

544. Consul Plowden 

(No. 26.) 

545. To Lord Cowley 

(No. 174.) 

546. To Lord Cowley 

(No. 175.) 

547. Lord Co-.ley .. 

(No. 235) 

548. To Consul Plowden .. 

(No. 2.) 

549. Consul Plowden 

(No. 27.) 


W 8 «"- 

Nov. 80 Apr. 2 From Gondar. Denial of the Aboona Salama that he 

carried on any trade in Red Sea .. .. 805 

Nov. 80 Apr. 2 Sending duplicate of despatches .. .. 305 

Apr. 6 .. Rumoured intention of French Oovernment to occupy 

.. .. .. .. 305 

Apr. 5 .. Conduct of Roman Catholic Missionaries in Abyssinia 306 


Subject. 


Apr. 6 

Apr. 8 

1857. 
Dcc. 16 


550. Duke de Malakoff 


1858. 
June 22 


551. To Duke de Malakoff.. Juuo 25 


552. Duko de Malakoff .. June 25 


Apr. 7 Can get no information from French Government 

respecting rumoured intentions of occupying Edd .. 306 

.. Present of rifles and caps will be sent as a present to 

.. .. .. ..306 

.. Will afford assistance and protection to M. Messinger 
rMtuudngerly Swiss scientific gentleman, as soon as 
King shall have brought unde- his sway province 
bordering on Taka, in which M. Messinger resides.. 307 

June 23 That Consul Plowden be authorized to employ his 
good offices in favour of Roman Catholic missionaries 
in Abyssinia .. .. .. . # 307 

.. Consul Plowden authorized to employ his good offices 
in favour of Roman Catholic missionaries in Abys* 

8iuia .. .. .. ..308 


Thanks for the above 


.. 308 


553. To Consul Plowden .. Juno 25 

(No. 8 .) 

554. To Lord Cowley .. June 26 

(No. 578.) 

555. Lord Cowley .. .. June 28 Juno 29 

(No. 757.) 

556. Consul Finn .. .. June 21 July 12 

(No. 9. Political.) 


557. Consul Plowden .. Mar. 31 Aug. 9 

(No. 1.) 

558. Consul Plowden ' .. June 5 Aug. 9 

(No. 2.) 


559. Capt. Pullen, R.N. .. Nov. 7 Nov. 28 


To use his good offices in favour of Romau Catholic 
missionaries in Abyssinia .. .. ,. £08 


Copy of above correspondence 


.. 309 


Thanks of French Government for instructions to Con¬ 
sul Plowden respecting Roman Catholics .. 809 

Arrival of Abyssinians of high rank at Jerusalem. Has 
informed them that they were placed under British 
Protection in 1852, and that he has announced that 
fact to the King of Abyssinia by letter. Always 
employs Abyssinian servants in his household, lfis 
opinion of them .. ... .. ., 310 

From Gondar. Residence certificate .. ., 310 


Movements of the King against the Gallas. lias 
rejKwscBsed himself of Lasta. King talks of sending 
his ouly son to England with the Embassy. Must re¬ 
main with him till end of raining season in November 310 

Arrival at Jeddah of a destitute Abyssinian, educated 
at the Malta Protestant College as a missionary (Mr. 

T. Maderakal). Has sent him to Cairo .. .. 811 

Iuclosure. Captain Pullen t«> Brigadier Coghl&n, 

Nov. 7. Slave trade abolished in Abyssinia. 
Intended movements of the king to Massowah 
and Sennaar. Thinks a ship of war should bo 
sent to Massowah. Suakiu a great port for 
egress of Slaves. Information required respecting 
salt at Salaka, Roway, Ac., and deposits of 
gfuano .. .. .. ..811 

What steps should be taken by British Consnl at Cairo 
res|)octiiig the destitute Abyssinian sent to Cairo from 
Jeddah (Sfr. T. Maderakal) .. .. .. 311 

Governor of Malta instructed to assist the Abyssinian 
(Mr. T. Maderakal), should his statement be found to 
be correct .. .. .. .. SIS 

Copies of correspondence respecting Mr. T. Maderakal, 
a destitute Abyssinian .. .. ,, 313 


560. To Colonial Office .. Nov. 80 


561. Colonial Olfioe .. Dec. 8 


562. To Mr. Green .. .. Dec. 15 

No. 61. J 


>yssinian 
found to 


LIST OF PAPERS. 

1859 . 


xxxiii 


t 


Secretary 0 /State for Foreign Affaire.'] 


No. 

Date. 

Receipt. 

1859. 

1859. 

563. Mr. Green .. • • J 

an. 8 

lao 21 

(No. 2.) 



564. Colonial Office .. • • ■ 

Feb. 4 

Feb. 5 

565. To Mr. Green .. . • 

Feb. 9 

• • 

(No. 5.) 



566 . Mr. Green .. v 

Mar. 3 

Mar. 16 

(No. 21.) 

1858. 


567. Consul Plowden 

June 30 

A nr. 13 

(No. 3.) 



568. ConsulPlowden 

July 5 

Apr. 13 

(No. 4.) 



569. Consul Plowden 

Sept. 30 

Apr. 13 

(No. 5.) 



570. Consul Plowden 

Nov. 15 

Apr. 13 

(No. 6.) 



571. Conaul Plowden 

Nov. 15 

Apr. 13 

(No. 7.) 



572. Consul Plowden 

Nov. 15 

Apr. 13 

(No. 8.) 



573. Consul Plowden 

.. 

• • 

(No. 9.) 



574. Consul Plowden 

Nov. 20 

Apr. 13 

(No. 10.) 



575. Consul Plowden 

Nov. 20 

Apr. 13 

(No. 11.) 



576. Conaul Plowden 

Nov. 21 

Apr. 13 

(No. 12.) 



577. To Sir H. Bulwer 

1859. 
Apr. 18 


(No. 222.) 



578. To Admiralty .. 

Apr. 19 

•• 

579. To Board of Trade .. 

Apr. 23 

a • 

680. To War Office 

Apr. 27 

•• 

581. War Office 

May 7 

May 7 

582. To War Office.. 

May 12 

.. 

583. Sir H. Bulwer.. 

May 11 

May 21 

(No. 320/ 



584. War Office 

. May 21 

May 2( 

585. Constable of Tower . 

May 

.. 

586. To Admiralty .. 

. May 3 


587. To Consul Piowdeu . 

. May 3 


(No. 1 

) 


588. Admiralty 

. June 

2 June 


Subject. 


Page 
. 815 


etter from Principal 01 rroiesinm **. sn. 

Julian’s, Malta, respecting Aixlel Messih Maderakal, 
supposed to be the same as Thoolemedan Maderakal. 315 
Iuclosure 1. Sir J. G. le March ant to Sir K. Lyt- 
ton, Jan. 22, 1859. .. •• . ..315 

Iuclosure 2. Rev. C. Milos to Mr. Iloultoo, Jsn. 12. 315 

Copy of the above • • • • • • 


akal.. .. 

From Daoout. Residence certificate 


316 

317 


From Worrahaim^no. Hostile attitude of Mahometan 
Wnllo Gallas. No chance of Mission being scut to 
England for months to come .. •• 8l< 

From Mukdilla. Residence certificate .. .. 317 

From Wadla. Will make inquiries respecting Guano.. 317 

War raging l»etween King Theodore and the Gallas. 

Arms he proposed should be sent to King bad better 

l)e kept at Aden for the present .. .. 818 

Return of persons employed in Consulate .. 818 

Recommending Mr. Barren! as Vice-Consul at Mas- 
sowah .. •• •• ~ 818 

Kiug still engaged in war with Gallas .. .. 319 

Rumoured intention of Seyd Pasha to send an army to 
Abyssinia for its subjugation. Kiug has done nothing 
to provoke Egypt. Importance to England to have 
in that part of Africa a Christian sovereign, powerful 
and friendly. Circumstances under winch Egyptian 
troops might teach king power of discipline and 
resources of civilization .. .. .. 31J 

Repeating suggestion that British ships of war should 
periodically visit Red Sea ports. Position of England 
dejH*nds more than any other nation on efficient pro- 
tection of its foreign agents.. .. * • 820 

Rejxirted intention of Seyd Pacha to invade Abyssinia. 320 

Copy of 576 .. .. •• •• 820 

Copy of dispatch from Consul Plowden respecting 
guano .. .. •• •• • •MB 

What would be the cost of sending certain arms and 
ammunition to King of Abyssinia? .. ..820 

Doubt expediency of issuing from Government stores 
any arms which are serviceable. Orders given for 
supply of a rifle ami powder for King’s private use .. 321 

Flint muskets would do for King of Abyssinia .. 321 

Porte think there is no ground for rumour of intended 
invasion of Abyssinia by Egypt. Sir H. Bulwer will 
insist on distinct orders being given to Viceroy to 
abstaia from any hostile aggression 

Not advisable to issue any muskets of any description 
from Government stores .. .. • • 

Rifle for King of Abyssinia .. 

Case containing rifle for King of Abyssinia to be for¬ 
warded to Aden.. • • • • • • 

Cannot spare rifles for King of Abyssinia, but nfle 
ammunition for private use seut for him to Aden .. 

Case containing rifle for King of Abyssinia will be 
sent . • • • • • • 


321 

321 
822 

322 
322 
823 























XUUT 


uat or p. 


589. Wir Office 


590. India Office .. 


591. Te Sir J. Hudson .. Jane 11 

Circular.June 18 

592. Consul Finu(JeriiHalem) May 27 

(No. 16.) ' I 


595. Consul Plowden ., 
(Na 13.) 

594. Control Plowden (No. 1.) 

595. Consul Plowden 

(No. 2.) 

59®. Consul Plowden 

(No. «.') 

597. Consul Plowden 

(No. 40 

598. Consul Plowden 

(No. 5.) 

599. Consul Plowden . 1 

(No. «0 

800. Consul Plowden (No. 7 .) 
601. Consul Plowden 

(No. 8 .) 


„ , I 860 . 

- ° f SK rit ary of State fir F ong* A fair,. 


IMS! “te* - Subject. p 

une 4 June 7 *0 of powder to be »ut to Ku. ff of Aby^ 

7 J “' 9 

turaedat&UMowah g .. &Uetrad ®**' 
Copy of 69o .. “ ” JJj 

wa John Rosaell, Secretary of State for Foreign Affaira 

£ nv A e by^r^“ 

..... . S^y^ m ^ U ^ fo Wto«iow: 

Dec. 81 J July 23 J Residence certificate " * 


1858. 
Dec. 81 

1859. 
Jon. 10 

Peb. 1 


Feb. 2 July 23 
Mar. 1 July 23 
Mar. 10 July 28 
Mar. 25 July 23 


Mar. 81 
May 27 


602. Consul Plowden .. May 28 
(No. 9.) 


July 28 
July 23 


603. Consul Plowden .. j UM j 

(No. 10.) 


July 28 o ' l * tCh ” 8eut 10 Office in 1848.. 826 

y * 3 *» ^ I- with the King ^nongat the OaHw. 

wflk thlTET ° h ‘? 40 1- 4 ** 8 TiKr,; Conva^S 

Wiui toe King respecting his return to Maasowah 529 

^^tf^ om%yp4wi4h rich w 

t SS^Stt R<;turn . of Ki "K against the Gallae. 
Turkish Embassy is in Derabeu * ^ 

King at Yfag, near Lake Tsana, in Beiremder when. 

he w.U receive Turkiah or Egyptian Arulaewado™ 328 
Residence certificate .. 

From Gondar. King has beeu to Gondar and is now at 

foninothi^r ° nBU1 P1 ° Wden forced rcmain at Gondar 
for another season, owing to a severe illness. Hones 

to leave about December, and to await in Eneliud 

I July M I J 1-806 ° f th<5 Bt ™* g ' ,e for P° wer “ Ab>»ainia .. 928 

I F ^»n of^M 1 d 3 j" 00 ? ^rcment respect,ng expul- 

I “rTV at 

teraof'l{II^an 1 G'“t t h"Li%‘ d ‘ Vra ^ C,,[, “" 1 ' with meS! 

1 reatics. Reception m France of an F^bassy from 

!*J“J **©««»*. Open hostility of the French to 
King Theodore. Protection extended by King to 
Protestant missionaries. Bibles distributed bv fin* 
himself, and ordered to be read in churche* 7 giU? 

.iitssBjss m 

July 23 An organiration set on foot by Roman Catholic Mis 

zia'srsLS, te r?^ 

pwtufg Dejai Ta 

Jw7““Sr p 0 *"° f 

jrngk. bo called upou to ^ 

Consul Plowdeu'a remaining for 

of hi. health „ soon .iZZaZZ '* C “ ou4 ^ 

| Incloaure. Mr. Bmroni to Con.nl Plo, den, May' 8 831 




614. Consul Plowden 


615. Consul Plowden 


616. Consul Plowden 


617. Consul Plowden 


619. To Board of Trade 


6?0. To Consul Plowden 


I860 


Lord John Ru$$ell, Secretary of StaU for Fortign A fain. 


604. To Lord Cowley 

(No. 170.) 

605. To War Office.. 

606. To Consul Plowden .. 

(No. 2.) 

®07. Consul Plowden 

(No. 11.) 

606. CoMtable of Tower .. 
609. India Office . . 


610. Dr. Beke 


611. To Dr. Beke 


s Scbjsct. p age 

Copies of Consul Plowden s despatch. Intrigues of 
Roman Catholic missionaries iu Abyssinia .. 332 

Not advisable to undertake transmission of powder to 
Abyssinia .. .. .. .. 332 

Rifle sent for Kina Theodore, but difficulties in way of 
sending gunpowder .. .. ..332 

King gone again against Wollo Gallas. N 


if France sends return Embassy to Dejaj Negoosee.. 853 
Want receipt for rifle .. ,. .. 395 

Expected arrival of large party of French and other Eu¬ 
ropean naturalists at Maasowah, to inspect Abyssinia. 

M. Gerhard and Mr. K. Joyce continue to supply 
arms to rebel Dejaj Negoosee, in TigrtS .. .. 554 

Rumoured return of Consul Plowden to England. 
Applies to bo appointed his successor. Ilis qualifica¬ 
tion for the post.. .. .. M 334 

Appointment of Consul in Abyssinia is not vacant .. 554 


1860 . 


612. Consul Plowden^ ^ June 30 Jan. 7 Residence certificate .. .. ## 335 

613. Consul Plowden .. Sept. 20 Jan. 7 From Begemder. King baa been destroying Gallas in all 

(No. 18.) directions. Is bent ou exterminating them. Conaul 

Plowden has been very ill. Hopes to be strong 
enough to leave in December .. .. 335 

Sopt.20 Jan. 7 Residence certificate .. ,, >t 333 


Sopt. 20 Jan. 7 Residence certificate 
Oct. 5 Jan. 7 Report on Guano .. 


.. 58® 


Oct. 5 Jan- 7 Rifle has arrived at Maasowah, but no ammunition .. 336 

Oct. 5 Jan. 7 Receipt of circular. Foreigners acting as Vice-Consuls. 

Mr. Barrows knowledge of English .. ,. 335 

.. Jan. 9 Memorandum 00 non-residence of Consul Plowden at 
1860. Massowah .. .. .. .. 333 

Jan. 14 .. Despatch from Consol Plowden respecting guano trade 337 


Jan. 18 


1859. 
Dec. 26 


I His Majesty’s Government do not oousider that any 
especial advantages is derived bv his repeated visits 
into the iutorior. To return to Massowah aud not to 
leave there again without instructions. To attend to 
trade and other matters. To watch proceedings of 
foreign nations and their attempt to form naval 
stations, in order to prevent or counteract efforts to 
establish a [»ermaneut influence in that quarter 

Recognition of Tigre by France as an independent 
state. Arrival at Massowah of M. Gilbert, French 
Consul to Tigre. Expected arrival of a French ship 
of war to take possession of Zulla, in Annesloy Bay, 
ceded to France by Dejaj Negoosee, in return tor bis 
recognition and protection. Negoosee bad no right 
to cede it. Account of Zulla (audent Adulis). Its 
political and commercial importance. Power of Ruler 
of Ethiopia to turn water of the Atbara away from 
the Nile, and so ruin Egypt. Theodore no right to 
throne of Abyssinia. French should be ejected from 
Zulla and English should get pt«session of Dissee, or 
VaJentia Island; Islands at entrance of Bay of Tad- 
jurrah. British Representative should be accredited 
to King Neegooeee, of Tigre, rather than to tW 
Theodore, who resides in the interior .. « 








XX XVI 


LIST OP PAPERS. 


1800. 


[Lord John RueeelL, 


No. 

622. Mr. Colquhoun 


(No. 77.) 


628. Mr. Kirwan Joyce 


624. Circular 


628. Circular 


626. Circular 


627. India Office 


** ** 


Date. 
1860. 
Feb. I 


Feb. 6 


Mar. 1 


Mar. 6 


Mar. 10 


Mar. 20 


Receipt. 
1860. 
Feb. 18 


Feb. 18 


628. To Lord Cowley 

(No. 298.) 

629. Lord Cowley .. 

(No. 819.) 

680. Admiralty 

631. To Lord Cowley 

(No. 375.) 

682. Consul Plowdeu 

688. Consul Plowden 

(No. 1.) 

634. Consul Plowden 

(No. 2.) 


Mar. 24 

Mar. 26 

Apr. 7 

Apr. 10 

Feb. 1 
Feb. 1 

Feb. 2 


Mar. 20 


Mar. 27 
Apr. 9 


Apr. 13 
Apr. 13 

Apr. 13 


Subject. 


Page 


Is of opinion that M. Barroni, although an honest man, 
is not a fit person to hold the position of Consular 
Agent at Massowah. Intrigues of Roman Catholic 
pnestH, Mr. K. Joyce, and others, against King 
1 lieodore. Assistance furnished by them to rebel in 
Tigr<£. Arrival of French Agent at Zullah. Em¬ 
bassy from France to Dejaj Negoosoe. French 
designs upon Abyssinia 

IncloBure 1. M. Barroni to Mr. Colquboun, Dec. 31, 

.. ,, 

In closure 2. Ditto ditto, Jan. 1. I860.’." 


341 

341 

342 


Lias been four times to Abyssinia for commercial pur¬ 
poses. Charges against Mr. Barroni, and Consul 
Plowden'■ dragoman. Petrosa. Declares that Bar¬ 
roni has supplied arms to rebels. Slave Trade can only 
be stopped with assistance of ruler of Tigre .. 342 



French proceedings on shorts of Red Sea of grave 
jMilitical importance. Visit of captain of Her Ma¬ 
jesty's shin “ And:,....: “ .. — ..... 


jesty’s ship “Auckland,” in company with Rev. 
Mr. Badger and Dr. Welsh to Massowah, Adoolis 
(Zullah), Anneslcy Bay and Dessee. Adoolis not 
fitted for a French naval station. Dessee far more 
suitable for the purpose. Island lately suneyed 
by French who now occupy and claim it. Ruler 
of Tigrrf no right to cede the island to claimants 
thereto. England mj'jht purchase it. Accident to 
Consul Plowden. Recognition by France of Dejaj 
Negoosoe as King of Tigre and Samien, accompanied 
by present of arms aud percussion caps. Intended 
Mission from France to King Theodore—to demand 
the recognition of independence of Dejaj Nogooeee; 
the limitation of his territory; religious toleration j 
and permission for the return of Roman Catholic Mis! 
sionaries. Mission storied by expected arrival of 
King Theodore’s army in Tigre. Naib of Arkecko 
acting in concert with the French. Wish of the 
French to build a church on Island of Massowah. 
Remarks on Periw and Aden. Bears testimony to zeal 
and intelligence of M. Barroni, Assistant Cousul at 
Massowah. Ought to jjossess more power and be 
officially recognized as Vice-Consul or Consular Agent. 
Disgraceful conduct of Mr. Kirwan Joyce 
Enclosure 1. Brigadier C» »ghlan to Bombay Govern¬ 
ment, Aden, Feb. 13, 1860 

Letter from Iudia Office of March 20, in original. 
Freuch proceedings in Red Sea 


343 

344 


Returning ditto .. 


352 
.. 352 


Return to France of Commission lately employed in 
making surveys of coast of lied Sea.... .. 352 

Copy of above letter from Admiralty 


From Debra Tabor. Residence certificate.. 

No. of despatches sent to Foreign Office in 1859 


.. 353 

.. 353 
.. 353 


lias met with a serious accident, and has been very 
ill. lias addressed letter to the King on subject of 
Roman Catholic Missions. King willing to admit 
travellers of all nations into his dominions, provided 
they do not preach doctrines contrary to his Estab¬ 
lished Church. Denies right of any nation to inter¬ 
fere in his affairs, secular or spiritual. French Em¬ 
bassy to ruler of Tigre 

Inclosure. Consul Plowden to King Theodore. 
Oct 25, 1859.. .. .. 


353 

354 




I860 


Secretary of State far Foreign A fain.] 


King has entered Tigri with 60,000 men, after having 
marched 600 miles iu six weeks. Hopes soon to be 
well enough to join his Majesty. Retreat of Dejaj 
Negoosie .. .. .. .. 854 

Has received no answer from British Govorment to his 
letter of June 18, 1859, respecting French proceed¬ 
ings in Abyssinia, nor any assurance of support 
Frenoh not so dilatory in support of their views. 

An Embassy sent by * Emperor to Dejaj Negoosie 
reooguizing him as King ot Tigrd, with instructions 
to present an ultimatum to King Theodore. Arrival 
of Embassy at Massowah Doc. 12, 1859. Observa¬ 
tions ou right of France to enfore doctrine of armed 
intervention in behalf of religious Missions. Estab¬ 
lishment of a French kingdom on western coast of 
Red Sea may hereafter prove a rival of inconvenient 
magnitude and strengtn to eastern possessions of 
England. Should the conquest of Abyssinia become 
necessary in order to its civilization, it should bs doue 
by Eugland and by no other power .. .. 355 

Copies of despatches from Consul Plowden respecting 
French proceedings ou shores of Red Sea.. .. 356 

To enquire of French Goverment as to the object 
and nature of its Embassy to Tigre .. .. 357 

Sole object of French Embassy to Tigre declared to 
have reference to obt&iuiug soma place on coast of 
Abyssinia, for a coaling station for proposed French 
line of packets between Suez and China. No cession 
of territory actually made. Opposite views of British 
and French Consuls with reference to sovereignty of 
Tigrd, ami conduct of Roman Catholic Missionaries. 

Lord Cowley proposes a joint Commission of inquiry. 357 

Copies of correspondence respecting French proceed¬ 
ings in Abyssinia .. ., .. 357 

Assassination of Consul Plowden by Dejaj (Jarred, near 
Gondar. 1,000 dollars paid for his ransom by town of 
Gondar. Buried in great state at Gondar. M. Bar¬ 
roni will be instructed to proceed to Gondar to place 
seals on his effects, and Consular archives, and to 
bring them to Massowah .. .. .. 858 

Inclosure 1. letter. Mr. Barroni to Mr. Col¬ 
quhoun, March 30, 1860 .. .. 358 

Incloeure 2. letters from Morelia, Maderaksl, and 
Pasha Mohammed, to Mr. liarroui. Goudar, 

Feb. 18, 1860 .. .. ..858 

Discussion in French Council of Ministers, on subject of 
occupation of Dissee .. „. „ 859 

Return of French Embassy from Tigre. Conversation 
with the Comte de Russel respecting lighthouses iu 

Red Sea .. .. .. 359 

Copy of above despatch from Mr. Colquhoun .. 360 


635. Consul Plowden 


636. Consul Plowden 


637. Mr. Colquhoun 


688. To Lord Cowle; 


689. Lord Cowley 


641. Mr. Colquhoun 


642. Lord Cowley .. 

(No. 626. Confidential.) 

648. Mr. Colquhoun 


Account received from French Consul at Djeddah, 
dated April 7, of Consul Plow den's assassination 
Ransom of 1,000 dollars paid for Consul Plowden by 
small European colony at Gondar 

Inclosure. M. Rousseau to M. Tbouvenel, Jed¬ 
dah, April 7 .. ., 

Confirmation of news of Cousul Plowden's death, and 
burial with great honour at Gondar. A successor 
should forthwith be appointed, and an efficient Agent, 
also, to Massowah. Recommends Mr. Barroni for 
latter post. Mr. Barroni authorized to draw 100 
rupees a month from Aden. Rumoured occupation of 
Dolak by the French 

Charges Barroni with being a spy in service of the 
priests at Massowah ,. ,. 


645. Lord Cowley 


646 Mr, Colquhoun 







[Lord John .Rkmtl, 


Reoeipt. 
1860. 
June 8 


Sgbjbct. 

Mr. Bell’s account of Consol Plowden’s aesai 
doted 12th March, 1860. 1,000 dollars paid 
ransom. Buried in great state at Gondar. 
Theodor® much affected. 


Refers to previous communications respecting com 


—- Vengeance threatened 

Captain Playfair draws earnest attention of Her 
Majesty's Government to British relations with Abys¬ 
sinia. Suggests immediate appointment of Mr. Barroni 
as Consular Agent at Massowah. Has allowed him 
100 rupees a-month provisionally .. .. 362 

Inclosore. Captain Playfair to Sir S. Wood, May 

.. „ .. ^“362 

Approval of arrangements made by Captain Playfair 
for temporary employment and payment of M. Barroni 
at Massowah .. .. .. .. 353 

Urgent necessity for presence of an accredited British 
Agout in Abyssinia. Further respecting assassination 
of Consul Plowden. Movements of King Theodore 
and Dejaj Negoosee .. .. .. 363 

Inclosure 1 . M. Barroni to Mr. Colqohoon, May 
21860. French Consul at Massowah decorated 
by the Pope for his scrvico* to Roman Catholic 
Mi " 40 * 1 •- .. .. .. 363 

Copy of the above despatch for Mr. Colquhoun .. 364 

Appointment of Mr. C. D. Cameron, Consul in Abyssinia 864 

Appointment of new Consul in Abyssinia. Salary, Ac. 
Instructions as to British policy and French proceed- 

»W" •• •• .. .. 365 

Insufficiency of allowance to Mr. Barroni whilst in 
charge of Massowah Consulate .. .. 365 

Mr. Schimper’s account of Mr. Plowden’s assas¬ 
sination .. .. ..366 

IncIoHure. Mr. Scliimper to Mr. Barroni, Adowah, 
March 19 .. .. ,. 366 

French intrigues in Red Sea, Persian Gulf, and Zanzibar. 

Their proceedings should be carefully watched between 
ZaYla and Tajourra. Consul Cameron should be at 
his post as early as possible, [hath of ex-French 
Consular Agent at Aden, Mr. Lambert. False 
rumours of his murder ,. ,, .. 367 

Iuclosure. Captain Playfair to Mr. Colquhoun, 

July 26 .. .. .. .. 367 


mernial relations with Abysania. Ethiopian Cotton. 
French designs in Red sea. New French line of 
steamers between Sues and China. King Theodore 
has reinstated Oobeey in Governorship of Tigrd. 
in order to crush Negoosee. Oobea J has a far 
better claim to sovereignty of all Abyssinia than 
Theodore. Urges importance of encouraging a legi¬ 
timate trade with Abyssinia 

Receipt of above letter 

Inclosing Royal Commission appointing him Consul in 
Abyssinia. General instructions. To send home peri¬ 
odically returns relating to commerce, navigation, 
agriculture, and other statistics. Salary, 600/. } and 
office expenses and house rent, 300 /. additioi.al. Re¬ 
stricted from engaging in commercial pursuits. Fees 
received to be credited to Government. 125/. will be 
given to bun for outfit 

To consider Massowah the head quarters of his Con¬ 
sulate. To make himself acquainted with general 
state of Political affairs in Abyssinia. Her 
Majesty’s Government unable to lay down any yery 
precise rules for guidance of his conduct, owing to 
uncertainty as to result of late civil war. Should 
civil war still prevail, to abstain from any course of 
proceeding by which a preference for either party 
could be imputable to him. To abstain from all 
intrigues to set up an exclusive British influence in 
Abyssinia, and to promote amicable arrangements 
between rival candidates for power. Not to coun¬ 
tenance religious rivalry, but to exteud general 
toleration to all Christian sects. To watch closely 
any proceedings which may tend to alter the state 
of possession either on the sea coast, or in the 
interior of the country. To keep Her Majesty's 
Government at home and Her Majesty’s Government 
in India fully informed of all matters of interest. In 
addition to matters of a Political or Commercial nature, 
to watch and report aa to the traffic in Slaves, and to 
impress on native rulers the abhorrence in which it is 
held by the British Government 

Forwarding application from Swiss Federal Council for 
renewal of British Consular assistance in favour of M. 
Munzinger (Messinger) 

News from Abyssinia. Advance of King Theodore, 
accompanied by M. Bell, against Dejaj Gcrred, who 
killed Consul Plowden. Death of Gerred by Mr. Bell, 
and of Mr. Bell by Gerred’s brother. Diminution of 
Gerred’s followers. Death of M. dc Jacobis on his 
way to Dejaj Negoosie in Tlnh Has always 
opposed policy of an alliance with the oppouent of 
Dejaj Ooneay of Tigre. Cotton Fields of Abys¬ 
sinia .. .. .. 

Receipt of commission and instructions. Applies to 
be allowed his journey from Poti to England, 80/. Is 
his journey to Massowah considered to be of an ex¬ 
ceptional character 1 

Receipt of letter of 7 Feb. 

Chief Clerk will pay him 80/. for expenses of his 
journey from Poti to England. Cannot give him 
more for his journey to Massowah than the 125 L 
allowed for outfit .. 

French ships-of-war in Red Sea. Revival of the 
Lambert case. The Porte cannot make concession 
of Island of Dissee to Red Sea Telegraph Com- 
p»uy.. •• •• .. .» 

Copy of above despatches for Mr. Colquhoun 


667. To Dr. Beke .. 

668. To Consul Cameron .. 

(No. 1. Consular.) 


669. To Consul Cameron 


65}. To Lord Oowle; 


652. London GaseUe 

653. .Qaeries and Answers 


666. Mr. Colquhoun 


666. Mr. Colquhoun 

(No. 99. Confidential.) 


670. To Consul Cameron 


657. Circular 


658. To Lord Cowley 


Copies of despatch respecting French intrigues in Red 


669. To Admiralty .. 
660. Consul Cameron 


Application for three weeks leave of absence before pro¬ 
ceeding to his post .. 

Granting him three weeks' leave of absence 

Nsw Consul appointed to Abyssinia. Will reside 
principally at Massowah. To ascertain views of 
French Government in regard to Abyssinia, and 
western shores of Red Sea .. 


660*. To Consul Cameron .. 

661. To Lord Cowley 

(No. 1199.) 


672. Consul Cameron 


462. Circular 
663. Lord Cowley 


673. To Dr. Beke .. 

674. To Consul Cameron .. 

(No. 4.) 


M. Thouvencl ver 
Thinks French ( 
beyond desire to 
Catholic religion, 
commence to run in March .. 

Copy of above desj>atch from Lord Cowley 


ignorant on Abyssinian matters. 
1 vorument have no fixed policy, 
ppear to be protectors of Roman 
Sew French liuc of steamers will 


664. To Mr. Colquhoun 


NOflNOI '51IUn nur>-N3u -\i-inr»j 















LIST OF PAPFR8. 

1861 . 


No. 

«77. Dr. Beke 


678. M. Barroni 

679. To Treasury 

680. Dr. Beke 


681. To Dr. Beke .. 

682. Dr. Beke 


Date. 
1861. 
Fob. 21 


Jan. 19 
Feb. 28 

Mar. 6 


1861. 
Feb. 23 


Feb. 26 


Mar. 6 


-h4- 


[LordJotm R*ssell. 


;m«t. 9 

.. Mar. 8 


68S. To Dr. Beke 
684. Mr. Colquboun 


(No. 23.) 


685. Mr. Colquhoun 

(No. 25.) 

686. To Consul Cameron .. 

687. Acting Consul Barroni 

688. Acting Consul Barroni 

689. Acting Consul Barroni 

690. To Acting Consul Bar¬ 

roni (No. i.) 

691. Consul Cameron 

692. India Office 


Mar. 15 
Feb. 28 


Mar. 1 

Mar. 20 

Feb. 12 

Feb. 14 
Feb. 15’ 

Apr. 11 

Apr. 7 
Apr. 12 


Mar. 11 


Mar. 18 


Mar. 18 


Mar. 23 

Mar. 23 
Mar. 23 


Apr. 12 


Subject. 




376 

378 

379 


A company in Paris said to be English nagodating with 
M. Lesaepa for land in Egypt belonging to Sues 
Canal Company, for purpose of cultivating Cotton. 
Value of Ethiopian Cotton. Projected railway under 
French influence from Suakin to Berber on the Nile . 

I ado sure. Memorandum of Dr. Beke’s public 
services and labours 

Receipt of circulars 

Captain C. D. Cameron appointed Consul in Abyssinia. 
Prohibited from trading. To issue 600/. salary ; 3001. 
office expenses ; and 1251. outfit .. .. 379 

Defeat of Dciaj Negoosee’s troops, under Ocrred. 
Negoosie taken prisoner. French officers about to 
proceed to Tigr6. Is f '•* ’ • r qualified for the poet 
of Consul in Abyrainia t mu <'aptain Cameron, and 
suggests that Captain Cameron should be appointed 
to another post, and he. Dr. Beke, appointed to 
Abvssinia, solely for the purpose of promoting trade 
in Cotton .. .. .. 

to Massowah as Her 


379 


Captain Cameron is going 
Majesty's Consul .. .. 380 

Execution of rebel, Dejsj Ne goo see, near Axum, toge¬ 
ther with his relatives and principal adherents. 
French derived their title to Adule from their ally, 

Dcjaj Negoosee.. .. .. ..381 

Acknowledging receipt of letter of March 9 .. 381 

King Theodore has avenged death of Consul Plowden 
and Mr. Bell, by complete rout of rebel force. Capture 
and execution of Dejaj Negoosee, and others, at Tem- 
bieu, Jan. 12, 1861. Connection of the fact with the 
Suez Canal question. Better from King Theodore to 
Mr. Barroni, who applies for instructions .. 381 

luclosure l. Mr. Barroni to Mr, Colqnhoun, 

Jan. 23, 1861 .381 

Inclusure 2. King Theodore to Mr. Barroni, 
announcing defeat and extermination of rebels ; 
and inviting him to Adowah without delay, as he 
is anxious to send an Embassy, his servants, to 
England. {See 724, luclosure) .. .. 382 

Expected arrival of Mr. Stern in England .. 382 

To defer his departure for his post until after arrival of 
Rev. Mr. Stern in England, from Abyssinia .. 382 

Receipt of circular of Oct. 31, 1860. Accounts 
current •. * * .. .. 382 

Receipt of circular of Sept. 29, i860 .. .. 383 

Expects to be summoned again to King Theodore. 

May he gol .. .. .. 383 

May go to King Theodore, on his asking him to go to 
hitn at Adow&h .. .. .. .. 383 

Life certificate .. .. .. .. 383 

Capture and execution of Negoosee by King Theodore. 
Rebels exterminated. Chief Mikael had his tongue 
cut out. Amnesty to Negoosee’s troops. Refusal of 
King Theodore to accept re|*ayment of sum ad\ anced 
for ransom of Consul Plowden. Bombay Govern¬ 
ment proposes to send a gift in acknowledgment of 
his friendly and liberal conduct. Choice of gift to 
be left to Brigadier Coghlau, who suggest carnets, 
silver cups, and a Bohemian glass sherbet service .. 383 
luclosure 1. Bombay Government to Secretary of 
State for India, March 13, 1861 .. .. 384 

luclosure 2. Captain Playfair to Secretary to 
Bombay Government, Jan. 12, 1861 .. 385 

luclosure 3. Acting Consul Barroni to Captain 
Playfair, Nov. 21, 1860 .. .. 385 

Inclosure 4. Resolution of Bombay Government, 

Feb. 6, 1861 .. .. .. 385 

Incloenre 5. Chief Secretary to Bombay Govern¬ 
ment to Captain Playfair, Feb. 12, 1861 .. 385 


• • 



Inclosure 6. Ditto to Brigadier Ooghlan, Feb. 12, 
1861 

Iucloeure 7. Ditto to Secretary to Government of 
India, Feb. 12, 1861 

Inoloeuro 8. Brigadier Ooghlan to Chief Secretary 


to Bombay Government, Feb. 26 .. 

Inclosure 9. Chief Secretary to Bombay Govern¬ 
ment to Rev. G. F. Badger, March 6 
luclosure 10. Resolution of Bombay Government, 
March 6 

Inclosure 11. Captain Playfair to Chief Secretary 
to Bombay Government, Feb. 5 
Inclosure 12. Ditto to ditto, Feb. 13.. 

Inclosure 18. Under Secretary to Government of 
India to Chief Secretary to Bombay Govern¬ 
ment, Feb. 27 

Object of French ships-of-war to Red Sea to procure a 
port suitable for a coaling station, and to extend 
national influence in that quarter, and especially over 
Abyssinia. Hopes British uation may not suffer in 
human lives and treasure for post neglect 


694. Circular 
696. Mr. Hankey 


Forwarding memorial from Mr. T. W. Bell, 
that inquiries may be made respecting t 

property.* ”” “ 

Killed in 
24, 1860 
Inclusure 1. 

Inclosure 2. 

Inclosure 3. 


of his late brother, Mr. J. T. Bell, who was 
the service of the king of Abyssinia, Oct. 

.. .. .. .388 

Mr. T. W. Bell to Mr. Hankey, May 8 389 
Memorial from Mr. T. \V. Bell .. 389 
Captain Playfair to Mr. T. W. Bell.. 890 

Consul Cameron will be instructed to make enquiries 
respecting effects of his brother, Mr. J. T. Bell .. 390 

To nse his best efforts to obtain information respecting 
property left by Mr. J. T. Bell 

Arrest of Shennaki, Governor of Zeila, and others, 
on charge of murdering Mr. Lambert, French Consular 
Agent at Aden. Confession of some of the prisoners. 
Conveyance of all of them to Jeddah in French ship- 
of-war. Refusal of Governor of Jeddah to take 
charge of them as prisoners. Death of Shennaki. 
General opinion of innocence of the accused. Shennaki 
was always friendly to the English .. .. 391 

Copy of above despatch from Mr. Colquhoun .. 391 


696. To Mr. Hankey 


697. To Consul Cameron .. 

(No. 5.) 

698. Mr. Colquhoun 


699. To Mr. Grey .. 

(No. 69.) 

700. Acting Consol Barroni 


Receipt of circular, Dec. 8, 1860. Passports to 

naturalized British subjects .. .. .. 392 

That enquiries be made into property left by Mr. J. T. 

Bell in Abyssinia, aud fate of his family .. 392 

Incloaure 1. Governor Hincka to Duke of New¬ 
castle, Barbadoes, May 11, 1861 .. .. 392 

Inclosure 2. Lieutenant-Governor Kortright to Go¬ 
vernor Hincks, Grenada, May 4 .. 392 

Inclosure 3. Memorial from Mr. T. W. B«li to 
Lieutenant-Governor Kortright .. .. 398 

Incloture 4. Memorial from Mr. T. W. Bell to 
Lord John Russell .. .. .. 393 

Inclosnre 5. Captain Playfair to Mr. T. W. Bell, 
February 8 .. .. .. 398 

Consul Cameron instructed to make enquiries into all 
circumstances connected with Mr. J. T. Bell’s death 398 

Life certificate .. .. .. .. 894 

Visit of Freuch vessel “ La Somme ” to Dissee, A doolie, 

and liodeidah. Inhabitants of Dissee believe the 
Island has been sold to France by their sheik .. 394 


701. Colonial Office 


702. To Colonial Office 


703. Consul Cameron 

704. Acting Consol Barroni 


Earl Russell, Secretary of Stats for Foreign A fairs. 

705. Acting Consul Barroni July 2 July 29 Receipt of circular, May 2, 1861 

706. Acting Consul Barroni June 25 Aug. 19 Receipt of despatch authorizing him to go to King at 

Adowah ^ 


PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE. LONDON 













uar of pa: 


[Earl RumeU, 


f 


UBT OF PAFW. 
1862 



lift* just seen Rev. Mi. Stem, who has been abeeot in 
Ireland. Mr. Stern suggests that a letter of thanks 
be addressed to King Theodore, accompanied by 
presents, for paying £200 for the rausom of late Consul 
Plowden. Small machine for making gunpowder would 
be most acceptable to the King .. ... 996 

Report of Captain of Her Majesty’s ship M Hornet,” on 
French proceedings in Red Sea .. . 996 

Copy of the above .. .. 996 

Asks permission to make extracts from Consul Plow* 
den’s correspondence with Foreign Office, for guidance 
of his conduct in Abyssinia . .. .. 996 

Minute granting permission .. .. 996 

Sends a present of a rifle » .1 imir of revolver pistols 
from the Queen to King i u^jdore, in acknowledg¬ 
ment of his kindness towards Consul Plowden. To 
deliver them to the King as soon after his arrival in 
Abyssinia as he has an opportunity of doing so 896 

Probability of King Theodore shortly sending an Em¬ 
bassy to the Queen with presents. Refers to his 
letter of Jan. 28 (No. 684), and asks for instructions 396 

No instructions can l>e given to him respecting pro¬ 
posed Embassy from King Theodore, until further 


(Separate.) 


799. To Consul Cameron .. 

710. Consul Csmercm 

(Separate.) 


711. To Consul Cameron 


712. Acting Consul Barroni 


718. To Consul Cameras .. 

(No. 7.) 


714. Consul Cameron 


(Separate.) 


716. Consul Cameron 


(Separate.) 


716. Consul Cameron 


717. Consul Cameron 


Illicit traffic in fire arms, Ac., carried on at Massowah 
by Austrian Vice-Consul (M. Gerhard) .. 

To bring conduct of M. Gerhard to knowledge of 
Austrian Government •. . • . • 

His expenses to the Caucasus (3732. lit.) cannot be 
allowed, as he undertook the journey on his own 
account, but 2002. will be given to him as a mark of 
approbation of his Report .-. .. 

Charges brought against M. Gerhard, Austrian Consul 


719. To Lord Bloomfield .. 

(No. 6.) 

7*0. To Consul Cameron .. 


7*1. Lord Bloomfield( Vienna) Jan. 16 


at Massowah, of illicit traffic in fire arms .. 406 

Queen commands that every attention be paid to 
Puke of Saxe Coburg, who purposes to make an 
excursion into Abyssinia •. .. .. 407 

Formal possession taken of Island of Diasee by the Turks 407 


(No. 20.) 

722. To Consul Cameron .. 

(No. 1.) 


7*8. Mr. Colquhoun ..' 

(No. 28.) i 

724. To Consul Cameron .. 

(Ho. 1.)' 


Inclosing a letter from Earl Russell to King Theodore, 
to accompany presents from Queen. To deliver the 
same to Him Majesty, with suitable expressions of 
friendship on part of British Government, even should 
presents nave already been given to the King .. 


Secretary of State for Foreign Affaire.'] 



No. 

724 To Consul Cameron 
(Continued.) 

Date. 
1862. 
Feb. 22 

Receipt 

1862. 

• • 

SewacT. Pag* 

Incloture. Letter. Ear) Russell to Kiug Theodora, 

Feb. 20, 1862. Queen duly sensible of King's 
kindness and generosity in recovering remains of 
late Consul Plowden, and of his refusing to receive 
repayment of ransom. Offers a present of a rifle 
and a pair of pistols, by way of acknowledgment, 
ajtd to show tier Majestv’s regard and friendship 
for th** King. Captain C. D. Cameron, appointed 
British Consul in Abyssinia, as Consul Plowden’s 
successor. Introducing him, and requesting pro¬ 
tection and favour on his behalf. Is well ac¬ 
quainted with all that concern* interest of both 
countries. Thanks for letter, informing him of 
steps taken to punish those who murdered Consul 
Plowden and Mr. Bell (No. 684) ,. .. 408 

726. To India Office 

Mar. 20 

•• 


726. To Consol Cameron .. 

Mar. 26 

• • 

To report on charges brought against M. Gerhard, 
Austrian Consul at Massowah, of illicit traffic in fire 
ann* .. .. .. .. 40* 

727. Consol Finn .. 

(No. 3. Consular.) 

Mar. 18 

Mar. 31 

Quarrel between Copts and Abyssinians at Jeru¬ 
salem. His interference. A formal documeut should 
bo given to the Abyssinians, fully recognizing 
them as foreigners to Turkish rule, ana under British 
protection, otherwise they will have to succumb to 
the Copts, under powerful dictation of the Arme¬ 
nians .. .. .. .. 409 

Inch sure 1. Consul Finn to Sir IL Bulwer, 

March 11, 1862 .. .. .. 409 

728. Consul Cameron 

(No. 1.) 

Feb. 9 

Apr. 8 

Left England Nov. 19, 1861. Arrived at Alexandria, 

Dec. 8. Unavoidably detained in Egypt till Jan. 6, 

1862, when he sailed from Sues, and arrived at Aden, 

Jan. 13. Arrived at Mussowah, Feb. 9, 1862 .. 410 

72*. Consul Cameron 

(No. 2.) 

Feb. 10 

Apr. 8 

Has received archives of Consulate. Mr. Barroni has 
retired from further connection with the Offioe .. 410 

730. Consul Cameron 

(No. 3.) 

Feb. 11 

Apr. 8 | 

Has written to King Theodore to announce his arrival 
at Massowah, with presents, which he is ordered to 
deliver in person. Proposes to start for Gondar about 
end of March, and to follow the King ., . 410 

7S1. Consul Cameron 

(No. 4.) 

Mar. 20 

May 6 

Turkish flag hoisted at Dissee, Adoolis, and Edd. Inten¬ 
tion of Turkish Government to extend its bold on 
coast as far as BaMmaudeb. Governors appointed to 

Dissee and Adoolis, and a Sheik placed in power at 

Edd. Result will be an increase of the Slave Trade, 
and an extension of Mussulman influence on Abys- 
siniau frontier. Advance of Turkey at expense of 
Abyssinia. King Theodore watching movements with 
jealousy. His designs on the coast. Rock Salt 

Minos at Taltal, and Sulphur Mines near Adoolis .. 411 

732. Consul Cameron 

(No. 6.) 

a • 

•• 

(Not received at Foreign Office) .. ..411 

793. To India Office.. 

.. 

• • 


794. Consul Cameron 

(No. 6.) 

Mar. 23 

May 6 

Salt mines of Arrho, and Coal mines in same neighbour¬ 
hood .. .. .. ..411 

736. Consul Cameron 

(No. 7.) 

Mar. 20 

May 6 

Will leave Mr. E. Walker in charge of Consulate when 
he goes into the interior, to watch Slave Trade, Ac. 

Pasha will recognize him as locum Unene> but suggests 
that he be appointed Vice-Consul .. .. 42 J 

736. Consul Cameron 

(Separate.) 

Mar. Si 

May 5 

Isfo certificate .. .. ..41* 

737. Consul Cameron 

(Separate.) 

Apr. 1 

May 6 

Advice of bills for office allowances .. .. 412 

To Board of Trade 

May 12 

•• 

Forwarding Inclosures in No. 784. Coal and Salt mines 

738. Canal Cameron 

(No. 8.) 

Apr. *6 

May 14 

Departure of Duke of Saxe-Coburg from Massowah, 

April 26. Accompanied His Royal Highness on his 
expedition into Abyssinia. Letter and Decoratioo left 
by His Royal Highness from the King in acknowledg¬ 
ment of his cordial reception by frontier tribes subject 




to His Majesty .. .. .. .. 413 



ruouv. ncv.v->i\u vmL.fc, LONDON 













xliv 


LIST OF PAPKES. 


1862 . 


[EariAumU, 


No. 

Date. 

1862. 

Receipt. 

1862. 

739. Consul Finn .. 

May 7 

May 19 

(No. 6.) 



740. Mr. Colquhoun 

May 10 

May 19 

(No. 68.) 



741. Mr. A. 8. Green 

May 23 

• • 

748. War Office 

May 23 

May 24 

7*3. To Consul Finn 

May 29 

• • 

(No. 3.) 


744. Mr. Colquhoun’ 

May 17 

.. 

(No. 66.) 



745. To War Office.. 

Jane 3 

•• 

To Lord Cowley 

June 3 

•• 

746. To India Office 

June 4 

•• 

747. To Sir H. Bulwer 

June 5 

.. 

(No. 294.) 



748. Earl Cowley .. 

June 6 

June 7 

(No. 752.) 



749. Earl Cowley .. 

June 6 

June 7 

(No. 753.) 



750. To Consul Cameron .. 

June 11 

• 0 

(No. 3.) 



751. Sir H. Bulwer .. 

June 1 

June 13 

(No. 308.) 



752. To India Office and 

June 18 


Admiralty .. 



758. Dr. Beke 

June 14 

June 16 

754. Mr. Barroni .. 

May 30 

June 19 

755. Mr. Colquhoun 

June 2 

June 19 

(No. 14.) 



- - ___ . 




Subject. P»C» 

Refusal of Sublime Porte to recognize Abyssinian* as a 
people independent of their dominions. Question again 
raised as to British protection. Has been in the habrt 
of giving Abyssinian* Passes to Abyssinia on their 
returning to their own country .. 413 

Inclosure. Letter. Consul Finn to Sureya Pasha, 

May 2, 1862 .. .. .. 414 

Passage of a French employe, M. Schaeffer, through 
Egypt for Massowah, under a feigned name .. 414 

Memorandum. British Protection of Abyssinians in 
Jerusalem .. .. .. 415 

Value of stores supplied to Consulate at Nassowah 
(Massowah) .. .. .. .. 415 

Referring him to instructions of July 10, 1852. Pro¬ 
tection of Abyssinians at Jerusalem (No. 252) .. 415 

Embarkation of French Agent, Mr. Schaeffer, for 
Massowah under a feigned name .. .. 416 

Captain Cameron will be called upon for a report 
respecting stores supplied to Consulate at Nassowah 
(Massowah) .. .. .. .. 416 

To ask French Government respecting Turkish en¬ 
croachments on Abyssinian frontier. 

As to addressing Turkish Government on the subject.. 416 

Correspondence with Consul Finn. British protection to 
Abyssinians at Jerusalem .. . 416 

Assurance of French Government that sole object of 
M. Schaeffer's Mission to Red Sea was with view 
of obtaining a coaling station for line of French 
steamers. Agos, or Ados, mentioned os affording a 
safe harbour and good water (Obokh ?).. .. 417 

Assurance of French Government that they have no 
idea of acquiring territory in Red Sea, or of interfering 
in internal affairs of Abyssinia A young Frenchman 
appointed Vice-Consul at Massowah .. .. 417 

For report or claim of Admiralty for 3/. 2s. 8 d. for 
stores supplied to British Consulate at Massowah .. 417 

Despatch from Consul Finn at Jerusalem. Protection 
hitherto afforded by him to Abyssinians established at 
or visiting Jerusalem. Asks for copy of instructions 
given to Consul Finn in 1852 .. .. 418 

Inclosure. Consul Finn to Sir II. Bulwer, May 5, 

1862 .. .. .. .. 418 

French proceedings in Abyssinia, and in the Red Sea.. 419 


Purchase of Obokh 'opposite Aden) by the French for 
10,000 dollars. French flag hoisted, and formal pos¬ 
session taken. Return of Soman I is and Dankalis from 
France, charged two years hack with murder of M. 
Lambert, Freuch Consular Agent at Aden. Revenues 
of Zeila made over by Porte to France, until expenses 
of French Mission connected with M. Lambert’s 
death, 35,000 dollars, be repaid. French designs on 
Kdd and Amphylla. Intention of King Theodore to 
invade Sennar, and afterwards to turn the waters of 
Nile away from Egypt . .. ..419 

Statement of his services under Consul Plowden,|and 
as Acting Consul at Massowah. Applies for f urther 
remuneration than that which he has hitherto re¬ 
ceived. Asks for £200 a-year for five years .. 420 
Inelosure 1. Captain Playfair to Mr. Barroni, 

May 13, 1860 .. .. .. 423 

Inclosure 2. Ditto to ditto. May 14, 1861 .. 423 

Recommending the above application from Mr. Barroni 
(No. 754) .. .. .. 424 




Receipt. 
1862. 
June 19 


No. 

756. Mr. Colquhoun 


Subject. 

Examination by M. Schaeffer of Dankalie coast, from 
Massowah to Zeila. Formal possession taken of Obokh 
for a French settlement. Purchase of site from Chiefs 
of Kachaita and Tajourra for 10,000 dollars. Return 
of Somaliea and Dankalies token to France in connec¬ 
tion with supposed murder of M. Lambert. Revenues 
of Zeila said to have been made over by Porte to 
France until expenses of French Mission connected 
with M. Lambert’s death. 35,000 dollars, be paid. 
French designs on Edd and Amphylla .. .. 425 

Inelosure. Outline of coast .. .. 425 

Copy of above des|>atch from Mr. Colquhoun .. 425 

Copy of despatch to Ambassador at Constantinople. 
Ill-treatment of Abyssinians at Jerusalem, who are 
still claimed as subjects by the Porte. Applies for 
instructions .. .. .. .. 426 

Inelosure. Consul Finn to Sir II. Bulwer, June 3,1862 426 

Advioo of bill, £220, travelling expenses into the 
interior .. .. .. .. 426 

Necessity for his drawing for £220 for travelling 
expenses partly caused by Duke of Saxe-Coburg’s visit 426 

Receipt of letter from Queen to King Theodore .. 427 


757. To Lord Cowlev 

(No. 722.) 

758. Consul Finn .. 

(No. 13. Consular.) 


759. Consul Cameron 


(Separate.) 


760. Consul Cameron 


761. Consul Cameron 


762. Consul Cameron 


Receipt of circular. Trade Acta 


763. Consul Cameron 


Expenses incurred in reaching Massowah from England. 
Insufficiency of his outfit allowances 

Attack of natives on French settlement at Obokh. 
Destruction of Survey Marks. Position of little value, 
except as a basis of operations against Shoa. 
M. Schaeffer’s movements. Hostilities against 
Sultan of Knhaita, who mado the cession 

No. 764. [Obokh] 


764. Mr. Saunders 


765. To Admiralty and India 

Office. 

766. To Lord Cowley 

(No. 759.) 

767. India Office .. 

(Confidential.) 


Copy of above despatch from Mr. Saunders 

Purchase by French of Obokh from Dankali Chiefs. 
M. Schaeffer’s movements. Position of little value 
except for organizing an expedition agaiust Shoa .. 

Copy of ditto 

Bill for 220/., for travelling exponses into the interior, 
cannot be sanctioned until details of ex|>euditure are 
received 

Report of Commander Cruttendcu on Obokh, recently 
purchased by the French. Destruction by natives of 
every vestige of French occupation ; and their intended 
attack on Chief of Rahcitah.. 

Cannot grant him any further allowances towards ex¬ 
penses of his journey to his |»ost (See No. 789) 

Purchase of Obokh by the French 


768. To Lord Cowley 

769. To Consul Cameron .. 

(No. 4.) 


(Confidential.) 


771. To Consul Cameron .. 

(No. 5.) 

772. To Mr. Grey .. 

(No.48. Confidential.) 

773. Mr. numberston, M.P. 


Recommending Mr. E. Walker for appointment of Vice- 
Consul at Massowah 

Rumoured Turkish encroachments on west coast of 
Red Sea, near Massowah. To warn Porte 

Calling attention to Dr. Beke's numerous publications, 
and recommending him to Mr. Layard’s favourable 
notice 

Turkey should retain absolute sovereignty over African 
coast of Red Sea. French proceedings at Obokh. 
Present Ruler of Ethiopia cannot long maintain 
sovereignty over the whole empire. Tigre aud Amhara 
differ more from each other thau Piedmont aud Naples. 
Tigre must regain her independence. Reasons for 
bis opposing cause of Theodore. Time has arrived 
for British Government to alter their policy. Captain 
Cameron should be recalled and giveu another appoint¬ 
ment, and be (Dr. Beke) appointed Consul at Mas- 


774. To Sir H. Bulwer 











777. Dr. Beke 


778. Dr. Beke 


Date. Receipt. 
1862. 1862. 
Aug. 25 


Sept. 2 


770. To Mr. Humberston .. Sept. 3 


780. Consul Cameron 


781. To Dr. Bekc .. 

7b2. Sir II. Bulwer.. 

(No. 594.) 

783. Consul Cameron 

784. Consul Cameron 

(No. 13.) 

785. Consul Cameron 

(No. 14.) 


May 27 


Sept. 

9 

•• 


Sept. 

7 

Sept. 

.26 

July 

2 ft 

Oct. 

21 

July 

21 

Oct. 

21 

July 

22 

Oct. 

21 


Scbjict. Pafa 

Theodore stxKt' to invade Godjam. Captain Cameron 
will have to follow the King, whilst he should be at 
Massowah. King is not only an usurper, but an 
impostor. Pedigree of Prince of Godiam. England 
has no interest in any other province than Tigre .. 434 

M. Lejean sent on a Mission from the Emperor Napoleon 
to the Emperor Theodore. Naib of Arkeeko installed 
by Turkish Government in government of Dankali 
coast. King has changed his views with regard to 
Protestant Missionaries. Alarm at Khartum at threat 
of Abyssinian invasion .. .. .. 435 

Inclosurc. Extract from Mr. Salt's “Voyage to 
Abyssinia," on Fundamental Distinction ret ween 
Provinces of Amhara and Tigrd .. .. 436 

No intention at present of appointing a Vice-Consul at 
Massowah .. .. .. .. 437 

From Adowa. Object of Duke of Saxe-Coburg in pie- 
senting Decoration to King Theodore through Captain 
Cameron, to strengthen Her Majesty’s good will towards 
England. Turks should be warned aguinst encroach¬ 
ing on neighbourhood of Salt and Sulphur Mines .. 437 

Thauks for various communications .. .. 438 


territory. Origin of rumour 


.. 438 


786. Consul Cameron 


787. Mons. Massaja 


Aug. 15 Oct. 21 


1861. 
Oct. 24 


Oct. 21 


From Gondar. Arrived at Gondar, June 23. Too ill to 
report the fact before. KingioGallacountry. Expected 
at Gondar in September, after rainy season. Prema¬ 
ture to send a Political report, as desired his 
instructions. King is master of Amhara, Tigre, and 
Shoa. Gftlla country and Godjam hold out. Puppet 
Emperor set aside. Feudal system deprived of its 
most mischievous elements, king anxiously watch¬ 
ing the Turkish proceedings on the coast 

Has drawn on his agent, Mr. Hertslet, for 1,000 
dollars. Hopes authority will be given to pay it, it 
being for travelling expenses. Account will be for¬ 
warded by next messeugcr .. 

An endeavour should bo made to educate Abyssinia, 
to raise it to a Christian kingdom, and so make head 
against the inundation of Islainism, which threatens 
all that port or Africa. Alludes to massacre at Jed- 


788. Board of Trade 


789. To Consul Cameron .. 

(No. 6.) 

790. Dr. Beke 

791. To India Office 


792. Consul Cameron 

(No. 16^ 


dah. Danger to Aden from its being garrisoned by 

. ! Moslems. Theodore suj>erior to all his predecessors, 

and with a little education, a small harbour on the 
Red Sea, and some ships of war, would become a 
powerful prince. England has given vessels to Mus- 

sulman princes, such as Imaum of Muscat 441 

1862. r 

Nov. 13 Nov. 14 Letter from Dr. Beke, suggesting expediency of open¬ 
ing trade with Abyssinia. Calls attention to his previous 
letters, respecting the proposed establishment of a 
factory on eastern edge of table-land of Abyssinia. 
Trade with intertropical Africa: the cultivation of 
Cotton in Taka and northern Abyssinia; and his 
pamphlet, eutitled, “ The French and English in the 
Red Sea" .. .. .. .. 444 

Indosure. Dr. Beke to Sir J. EL Tenneut, Nov. 3, 

1862 .. .. .. .. 444 

Nov. 25 ,. Decision revoked respecting his travelling expenses to 

bis post; 126/. additional allowed to him. To attend to 
General instructions respecting vouchers .. 445 

Nov. 27 Nov. 28 Memorandum on Trade in Red Sea, and connection 

with India .. .. .. ’ 445 

Dec. 13 .. Memorandum by Dr. Beke on means of developing 

British commerce within Red Sea, and securing com¬ 
munication between England and India.. .. 446 

Oct. 1 Dec. IS Residence certificate .. .. ,, 446 



Secretary of Stale for Foreign A/aaVs.] 


Advice of bill, 75/., offiee allowances 


793. Consul Cameron 


Thanks for Memorandum on means of developing 
British commerce within Red Sea, and securing com¬ 
munication between England and India .. 

Copy of letter from Dr. Beke, suggesting expediency 
of opening trade with Abyssinia 


796. Board of Trade 


Further communication from Dr. Beke. Reasons for 
proposed establishment of a British Consulate at 
Souakin, in Red Sea 

Dr.Beke’s communications sent to Consul Cameron, with 
instructions to report on them 

Forwarding copies of Dr. Beke’B letters and pamphlets 
to the Board of Trade, on expediency of adopting 
measures for development of British commerce in 
Abyssinia. (Cultivation of Cotton in Taka and 
Northern Abyssinia, Ac.) To report thereon. 

Copies of his Memorandum on u Means of developing 
British eommerco within the Red Sea," and “ Reasons 
for the establishment of a British Consulate at 
Suakin.” Hopes to have the appointment conferred 
on himself .. ,. ., 

Forwarding 1 tter from Dr. Beke, applying for Consu¬ 
late of Khartoum, with pamphlet on the subject .. 

Applying for Consulate of Khartoum .. ,. 


797. To Sir J. E. Tranent 


798. To Consul Cameron 


800. Admiral Washington 


802. Consul Cameron 


From Godjam. Joined the King in Godjam, October 7. 
His reception the best over yot accorded by King to an 
Envoy. Account of his interview with Hie Majesty. 
1500 of Garrett's followers killed to avenge Consul 
Plowden’a death. Turkish encroachments. Intended 
Missions to European nations. Has been ordered by the 
Kingto putdown his business on paper. Ilis reply. Ilia 
offer to take up two points that were under discus¬ 
sion when Consul Plowdeu was killed : 1st, a Treaty; 
2nd, the sending an Embassy to England. Presen¬ 
tation of Duke of Saxe Coburg’s Decoration. Gratifica¬ 
tion of the King at presents from tho Queen. His good 
will towards England, and bis hostility to the Turks. 
Presents from the King to Captain Cameron accepted 
in Queen’s name. Return presents (an organ, powder, 
and pistols). Sentiments of British Government ex¬ 
plained to King. Passage of Ambassadors through 
Egypt. Assurance of King that ho will not make 
or bring on war until he has made an appeal to all 
Chriatemhmi. Conversation with attendants as to 
duration of his stay. Orders received from the King 
to leave at once for tho sea, and send an answer 
whether tho British Government will receive an 
Embassy or not. Ilis object in remaining. Letter to 
the King. Receipt of letters from Mr. Colquhoun 
concerning Slave Trade, and Turkish encroachments. 
Mr. Schaeffer’s Mission to Tadjureh. Abyssinians at 
Jerusalem. Offer made by Captain Cameron to 
the King to go to Matemma to do what ho 
can to keep back the Turks, and collect informa¬ 
tion respecting them. King’s reply. Present from 
King of a silken robe and 1000 dollars to pay Captain 
Cameron’s expenses to Massowah. Will hand dollars 
over to Negadderas of Adowa, and send Ilor Ma¬ 
jesty’s Government a receipt for them. Difficulty 
experienced by Consul Plowden in refusing money. 
King’s assurance that there would be no difficulty 
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1862. 

Oct. 1 

Dec. 13 

Dec. 17 
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802. Consul Cameron 
(Continued.) 


Date. Receipt 
1802. 1868. 
.. Oct. 81 Feb. 12 


808. Consul Cameron .. Nov. 1 I Feb. 12 
(No. 19.) 


804. Consul Cameron .. Nov. 1 Feb. 12 
(No. 20.) 


805. Consul Cameron .. Nov. 1 Feb. 21 
(No. 21.) 


ScBJXCT. Page 

about a Treaty, aud that if matters went well, he 
would gladly receive a Consul. Letter from King 
Theodore to Her Majesty and Duke of Saxe Coburg. 
Appeals to France, Russia, and German Powers. 
Proposals to send an Embassy to France. Intention 
of Consul Cameron to proceed to Bogos. Inhabitants 
lay uuder special protection of England. Expected 
Egyptian invasion. Will write to Pashas of Casaala 
and Matemma, and await instructions .. .. 456 

lnclosure 1. Consul Cameron to King Theodore, 

Oct. 22, 1862. His opinion with regard to pro¬ 
posed Embassy to England through Egypt. 
Reception of a British Consul. Question of 
Consular Jurisdiction in Abyssinia. British pro¬ 
tection to Abyssinian tribes on Egyptian frontier. 
Residence of Artizans. Consular flag. Trade 
through Zeila. Slave Trade. Will dismiss attend¬ 
ants if King wishes him to stay. His assurance 
that he will not give Egypt or Turkey ground for 
attack .. .. .. • • 460 

lnclosure 2. Consul Cameron to Political Agent 
at Aden. Nov. 2. English influence more required 
than ever iu Abyssinia. Ul^-rvations of King 
on presents being sent from Bombay without a 
letter. An Envoy might be sei t from India with 
more presents. An engineer and a medical man 
wanted by King. Intends to proceed to Bogos, 
and alludes to massacre of Christians at Jeddah. 

Ship of war should be sent to Massowah .. 461 
lnclosure 3. King of Abyssinia to Queen of Eng¬ 
land. His position in Abyssinia. Is about to 
wrestle with the Turks. Is anxious for Her 
Majesty’s friendship. Has exterminated those 
who killed Mr. Plowdeu and Mr. Bell, though 
they were his own family. Was prevented from 
sending an Embassy, owing to the Turks occupy¬ 
ing the sea coast. Announcing Captain Cameron’s 
arrival with a letter and presents. Is afraid of 
i nding Ambassadors with presents by Consul 
Cameron lest they should be arrested by the 
Turks. Wishes arrangements mode for safe 
passage of his Ambassadors. Wishes to have 
an answer to his letter by Consul Cameron, and 
that he may conduct his Embassy to England. 
Complains of the Islam oppressing the Christian 463 


trades, and others ui the art of gunnery and engineer¬ 
ing. Offer would be greatly enbanoed if made by the 
Queen in answering the King’s letter .. 

Retinue of proposed Embassy should be limited. 
King's assurance that he w ill not make war until he 
has received an answer to his apjteals to Europe. 
For instructions as to his accompanying the Em¬ 
bassy. Hopes to be allowed to return for a short 
time* to Europe on account of his health 


Shall he again press the King with regard to a 
Treaty! ProjKjses that a new one should be con¬ 
cluded. opening trad.,- through Shoa; that the clause 
in old Treaty respecting Consular Jurisdiction be omit¬ 
ted ; that an Envoy be sent instead of a Consul; and 
that a clause be inserted regarding the Slave-Trade. 
Importance of sending answer to his despatches 
without delay .. .. .. .. 465 

From God] am. Presents from King Theodore for Duke 
of Saxe-Coburg, in return for his Decoration. May 
he send them with preseuts for the Queen! .. 466 

Prom Gondar. Regret at refusal to honour his draft for 
travelling expenses. Forwarding amount of those ex¬ 
penses from March 20 to Sept. 80, 1862, and of Mr. 
Barroui’s disbursements for Sept. 5 to Nov. 9, 1861 
(total. 3,190 dollars). Observations on them. Ex¬ 
penses enhanced by Duke of Saxe Coburg’s visit .. 466 


806. Consul C»moron .. Nov. 1 Feb. 12 

(No. 22.) 

807. Consul Cameron .. Nov. 18 Feb. 12 

(No. 23.) 
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Has made present* to King Theodore, to the value of 
30/. May he charge amount to Her Majesty’s Go¬ 
vernment? Suggests presents to His Majesty, of 
gunpowder and caps 

Claim for stores supplied to Consul at Msssowah, 

3/. 2*. 8 <L 

From Artm. Residence certificate 


808. Consul Cameron 


809. War Office 


810. Consul Cameron 


811. Consul Cameron 


Has been intercepted in his journey coastward by 
rebels under Lidj Cassa, and taken refuge at Axum . 476 

ReDort of gathering of Turkish troops at Cassala, 
Matemma, Ac. Has done what he could to keep 
Arab tribes in check. Unsettled state of Tigre. A 
Commissioner might be sent with advantage to Bogos 477 

Letters of appeal from King Theodore to Emperor of 
Russia aud Emperor of the French, both despatched. 

King asks in latter for return of his war saddle stolen 
from Adowah by the rebel, Negooaee, and presented 
through Roman Catholic Mission to Emperor Napoleon 478 

Thanks for 200/. for hia report on the Caucasus. 
Hopes time employed upon it may be allowed to 
count as special service .. .. .. 478 

Regret at irregularity in drawing bills .. .. 478 


812. Consul Cameron 


813. Consul Cameron 


814. Consul Cameron 


815. Consul Cameron 


816. Consul Cameron 


Number of despatches sent to Foreign Office iu 1862.. 479 


818. To Consul Cameron 


desirable that British Agents should meddle in affairs 
of Abyssinia. Should have returned to MasBowah 
when King told him to do so. To do so at once, and 
remain there until further orders, but to keep Her 
Majesty’s Government fully aud accurately informed 
of French proceedings in Abyssinia .. ,. 479 

Copy of Consul Cameron’s despatch No. 18. of Oct. 81, 
giving account of his Mission to Abyssinia. [This 
despatch enclosed the letter from King Theodoi to 
the Queen] .. .. ., ,, 430 

Memorandum on Abyssinia: Reception of an Embassy 
from the Ras of Tigr 6 . Reception of an Embassy 
from Ras Ali, the Ruler of Abyssinia. Proposed 
reception of an Embassy from King Theodore. British 
Missions to the Ras of Tigrd. British Mission to the 
King of Shoa. Appointment of a British Consul at 
Massowah. Object of Consul Plowden and Consul 
Cameron’s appointments. Treaty with the King of 
Shoa. Treaty with the Emperor and Raa of Abys¬ 
sinia. Proposed Treaty with the King of Abyssinia 
(Theodore). Presents. Sovereignty of Abyssinia. 
Sovereignty of Massowah and Suakin. Administration 
of the Governments of Massowah and Suakiu. Death 
of Consul Plowden. Commerce. Growth of Cotton. 
Slavery and the Slave Trade. Religion .. 480 

Annex 1. Table showing who were the hereditary 
rulers of the former provinces of Abyssinia, now 
united into one empire under King Theodore .. 489 
Annex 2. Extracts from the Treaty of Friendship 
and Commerce between Great Britain and Abys¬ 
sinia, signed at Ennowga, November 2, 1849 .. 490 
Annex 3. Consul Plowden’* report, 1854 (No. 395) 490 
Annex 4. Map of Abyssinia. 

Appendix to above Memorandum .. ., 486 

Report on Commerce, Ac., of Abyssinia .. .. 491 

Forwarding Prospectus of Egyptian, Commercial, and 
Trading Company, but with which he has no connec¬ 
tion. Proposed telegraph linufroni Cairo to Khartoum. 


820. Mr. E. Hertelet 


821. Vice-Consul Walker 

822. Dr. Beke * .. 
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Thanks for communication respecting Egyptian Com¬ 
mercial and Trading Company .. .. 487 

824. Mr. Colquhoun 

(No. 104.) 

June 25 

# • 

Wants a good Map of Abyssinia. 

825. Consul Cameron 

(No. 8.) 

Mar. 81 

July 6 

From Keren, Abyssinia. Residence Certificate .. 497 

826. Consol Cameron 

(No. 9.) 

Mar. 81 

July 6 

From Boy os. Abyssinia. The brigand Cassa, pursued by 
Theodore’s forces, has taken refuge in Turkish terri¬ 
tory. Has considered it his duty to go to Bogus, 
which has long been under British protection. Has 
been the means of settling a local feud in Hamazeyn. 
Invasion of the ShangaDss under Egyptian rule into 
Bogos and plunder of twelve villages. Chief of 
Barka’s brother carried off. Conduct of Naib of 
Arkeeko. Turkish claim to Bogos, Halhal, and Habab 
denied. Has written to King Theodore, telling him 
he would go himself to Cassala to settle matters. 

Will do so as soon as be receives reply to his despatch 
(No. 18) of Oct. 81, 1862. Orders given by King to 
resent Turkish aggression .. .. .. 497 

827. Consul Cameron 

(No. 10.) 

Mar. 31 

July 6 

From Bogos , Abyssinia. Circumstances under which he 
interfered and settled local feud in Hamazeyn. Des¬ 
cription oI Asterakis or Peace-makers. Reasons for 
suggesting that in future an Envoy should be directed 
to purchase what he may require whenever possible 499 

828. To Sir II. Bulwer 

(No. 881.)i 

July 16 

•• 

Copy of No. 826 

829. To Mr. Colquhoun .. 

(No. 34.) 

July 24 


Despatch from Consul Cameron. State of frontier 
districts in Abyssiuia. Sending copy of Johnston’s 
map of Upper Nubia and Abyssiuia .. .. 501 

830. To Consul Cameron .. 

(No. 8.) 

Aug. 18 

• • 

Proposal contained ir. his despatch No. 10 of 31st 
March, suggesting that authority be given him to 
purchase what may be required in order to free 
himself from interference of Abyssinian officers, need 
not be considered now that he has been ordered to 
return to. and remain at, Massowah. Reminding 
him, with reference to expressions used of “ Envoy” 
and “ Mission,” that as Her Majesty’s Consul at Mas¬ 
sowah he holds no representative character in 
Abyssinia .. .. ..501 

831. Consul Cameron 

May 18 

Aug. 28 

FromKadarif Soudan. Has appointed I Jeu tenant Speedy 
his locum lenrns at Massowah, on Mr. Walker’s being 
appointed Vice-Consul at Tripoli. His instructions to 
him. King Theodore’s interpreter is at Massowah, 
awaiting replies to his despatches (No. 18) of Oct. 
31,1862 .. .. .. .. 501 

(No. 11.) 

832. Consul Cameron 

(No. 12.) 

May 18 

Aug. 28 

From Kadarif Soudan. Again suggests that an un¬ 
paid Vice-Consul he appointed at Massowah, chiefly 
to use influence against Turkish violence and in¬ 
justice. Question of continuance of protection to 
Christian tribes of Bogos. &c. Slave Trade more 
rife than ever at Massowah. Will write further with 
regard to putting undefined Consulate on a perma¬ 
nent footing, as soon as he receives replies to his 
despatch (No. 18) of Oct. 31, 1862 .. .. 501 

833. Consul Cameron 

(No. 18.) 

May 20 

Aug. 28 

From Kadarif Soudan. Copies of despatches to Consul- 
General Colquhoun. Appointment of Mr. Speedy as 
his locum tenens at Massowah. Intends to return to 
Abyssinia by Matemma. Object in going to Soudan to 
visit Cassala. Roman Catholic Priest Stella ^one there 
to reclaim cattle carried off from Bogos by tribes under 
Egypt, also to make inquiries about cattle and people 
carried away in 1854, and through British interven¬ 
tion promised to be restored; and to do his best to 
prevent such irregular attacks in future. Has written 
to Pasha of Soudan stating that he still considers 

Bogos under British protection, and cautioning him 
against oonsequenebs of not restoring the c ittle. Has 
instructed Mr. Sp4cdy to assess value of property 
taken in every instance. Present assessment of value 
of 1800 head of cattle amounts to 9000 M. T. Dollars. 
French Consulate at Alexandria has obtained 18,000 
francs. Proceedings of Mr. Speedy. Proposed rela- 
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838. Consul Cameron 
( Continued .) 


| Date- Receipt 
1863. 1863. 

May 20 Aug. 28 j 


StJBjact. 


tiona with tribes of Barca, Basa, and Shangallo. 
Mr. Speedy will not be fixed at Massowah. Necessity 
for frequent visits of a ship-of-war at Massowah 
Inclosure 2. Consul Cameral to Paabi of Soudan 
May 19, 1863 .. .. 

Inclosure 3. Assessment of value of cattle due by 

Egyptian Government to inhabitants of Bogoa, 

May 20, 1863 ,, ,, ti 

Inclosures 1, 4, 5, and 6. Consul Cameron to ( , 
Consul-General Colquhoun, four letters, May / 
20, 1863 .. .. ,, .. I i 


864. Consul Cameron 

(No. 14.) 


835. Mr. Colquhoun 

(No. 123.) 

837. To Consul Cameron .. 

(No. 4.) 


886. To Mr. Colquhoun 

(No. 25.) 

838. Board of Trade 


839. Sir Q. Bulwer 

(No. 423.) 


May 28 Aug. 28 From Kadarif. Receipt of despatch of January 8, 
1863, ordering him to report on trade of Suakin 
(Cotton in Taka, Ac.). Application of Mr. Pateraki 
for post of Vice-Consul at Suakin 


Aug. 17 


Transmitting Nos. 831 to 884 


Sept 8 .. Receipt of despatch of May 20, 1863. Her Majesty's 

..... __ l!. •• <*..*' 


Sept. 8 Oct. 


Abyssinia, and to remain at Massowah, whither he 
was ordered, in April last, to return and reside .. 508 

Consul Cameron’s proceedings not approved. Forward¬ 
ing further despatch to Consul Cameron to samo effect 608 

Inquip* from Dr. Beks whether any report has been 
received from Consul at Massowah [on subject of 

T3m,'&cJ Cnt Somdtln; Cotton at 


r report 
ill [on i 
inakin; * 


Sept 19 Oct. 6 Complaint against Consul Cameron for refusing to 
recognize district of Habab as a dependency of 
Sandjak of Massowah, and encouraging Abyssinians 
to claim possession of district .. $ 0 ^ 

Inclosure. Aali Pacha to Sir H. Bulwer, Sep. 16 
1863 •• .. .. 510 


840. Consul-General Colqu- Sept25 
boon (No. 144.) 


841. Baron Grot .. .. Oct 7 


842. To Consul Cameron .. Oct 13 

(No. 5.) 

843. To Baron Gros .. Oct 14 I 


844. To Consul Cameron .. Oct 15 

(No. 6.) 

845. To Sir H. Bulwer .. Oct. 15 

(No. 459.) 

846. Consul-General Colqu- Sept. 30 

houn (No. 149.) 


Receipt of despatch to Consul Cameron. Was last heard 
of at Matemroa. Concludes that gentleman recom¬ 
mended for post of Vice-Consul at Massowah will 
know where to find him. French Consul (M. Lejcan) 
seized and imprisoned. Raids reported to have bean 
made by Abyssiniau bands into tne Soudan 510 


Oct. 8 Have British Government any information respecting 
ill-treatment of French Vice-Consul at Massowah (M. 


--- ... - . —.V'.. - .w-v'/unui lumwUWHQ (an. 

Lojeau) at hand of Abyssinians? Hopes British Consul 
will be instructed to use his good offices in his behalf 619 

To explain his proceedings with reference to non-recog- 
mtion of district of Habab as a dependency of Sand jak 
of Massowah .. .. ..511 

No report received from Consul at Massowah respecting 
ill-treatment of French Vice-Consul (M. Lejeaub 
Captain Cameron will be instructed to use his good 
offices to obtain his release .. .. ..511 

To use his good offices with view to obtaining mIaam 
of French Vice-Consul (M. Lejeuu), fordbi^deU^S 
at Debra labor. To report fully on the subject .. 511 

Copy of despatch to Consul Cameron, on his refusal to 
recognize district of Habab as a dependency of Sand¬ 
jak of Massowah .. 


Oct 15 


Extracts from letters from Rev. Mr. Stern. Rebel* in 
Godjam still bold out against the King. Embassy 
about to be sent shortly to Englaud. M I^man 
French Vice-Consul, imprisoned and in chainsfor 
insisting ou audience of the King, to demand his eamaJ 


847. Consul Moore (Jeru- Oct. 8 j Oct 15 


French Vice-Consul, imprisoned and in chains for 
insisting ou audience of the King, to demand his congi 512 

Correspondence with Ambassador at Constantinople 
Renewal of dispute between Coptic and Abyssinian* 
communities at Jerusalem. Attempt to use his good 
offices in favour of the Abyssinians. Refusal of Pasha 
to recognize them otherwise than as Turkish subjects, 
in absence of any firman or Vizirial letter to the 
contrary. Case tried before MedgUss, and decided in 
favour of the Copts, with pennisaion to Abyssinians 
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847. Coo sol Moore .. 
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Oct. 3 

Oct. 15 

848. To Baron Groa.. 

Oct. 17 


849. Dr. Beke 

* 

Oct. 28 

Oct. 30 

850. To Lord Cowley 

(No. 1147.) 

Nov. 2 

•• 

851. Lord Cowley .. 

(No. 1043.) 

Nov. 3 

Nov. 4 

852. To Lord Cowley 

(No. 1165.) 

Nov. 5 

• a 

853. Lord Cowley .. 

(No. 1078.) 

Nov. 14 

Nov. 18 

854. Consul-General Colqu- 
houn (No. 162.) 

Nov. 11 

Nov. 21 

855. To Mr. Erakine 

(No. 35.) 

Dec. 3 

•• 

856. Mr. Erakine 

(No. 47.) 

Nov. 23 

Doc. 5 


1863 * l&T 1 Russel Secretary of Safe.] 


Subject. P»K« 

to use convent and chapel. Complaint made by 
A by H«i nian 8 to Consol Moore of injustice of the deci¬ 
sion of the Modgliss. Offer to refer written statement 
of their caw? to British Ambassador at Constantinople, 
not accepted. Preparations for their abandonment of 
Jerusalem, and return to their own country .. 515 

Inclosure 1. Consul Moore to Sir 11. Bulwer, 
Sept. 28 .. .. • • 515 

Inclosure 2. Ditto ditto, Sept. 29 | 

Inclosure 3. Ditto ditto, Sept. 29 V (Not inclosed.) 

Inclosure 4. Ditto ditto, Oct. 3 ) 

Accounts received from Pev.Mr.Stem, through Consul- 
General Colquhoun, of M. Lejean’s imprisonment .. 514 


News from Gondar, April 20. King intends shortly to 
send an Embassy to England. Arrival of M. Lejean 
at Gondar on a mission from Emperor Napoleon, with 
royal letter and presents. Assurance of Emperor 
Najxileon that he would not have supj>orted Negoosee 
had he known him to have been a rebel. Thinks 
French will resent M. Ijejean's treatment by occupy¬ 
ing territory ceded to France by Negoosee in 1860. 
Adoolia .. .. .. •• 514 

Copy of above letter from Dr. Beke .. .. 515 

Shall he ask French Government their intentions with 
regard to matters treated of in Dr. Beke’s letter T .. 515 

To ascertain intention of French Government with 
regard to treatment of M. Lejean in Abyssinia .. 515 

French Government would take measures to obtain 
satisfaction for ill-treatment of M. lejean if they 
knew how to do so, but were afraid that nothing 
could be done effectively .. .. .. 515 

Copies of depatches to Ambassador at Constantinople. 
Uneasiness of Viceroy at proceedings of Count Bisson 
in the Soudan .. .. .. .. 516 

Inclosure 1. Mr. Colquhoun to Sir II. Bulwer .. 516 

Copy of Mr. Ilertslct’s Memorandum on Abyssinia of 
May 16, with Appendix, of June 11, 1863 (No. 820). 517 

Ignorance of An i Pasha on subject of Count Bisson's 
Mission .. .. • • • • 517 
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Correspondence respecting the Circumstances which led to the 
Establishment of a Consulate at Massowah : 1846-47. 


1846. 


No. I. 

Dr. Beke to Viscount Palmerston.— (Received August .) 

Wake «. iih* - 

i2.'i * ,d “*“■*”»•>»„ f 

.inn If S ° ! a ™ U ™ ySelf °I th ? ?PI»rtunity to repeat to your Lordship my convic¬ 
tion of the great importance of establishing permanent relations with Abyssinia in 
accordance with the opinion which I had the honour of expressing to Hcr Ma esty's 
Government upwards of eight years ago, and in wl.ich I am only confirmed by Uie exm. 
rience acquired in the interval, and especially during a sojourn of three years in that 
country Abyssinia is. m fact, the only portion of Africa near the Equator which poLsses 

a climate perfectly congenial to European constitutions; and as it has in 3l J2TSI 

been the main channel of communication between the civilized world and Africa so^n 
cintE ? C “ 08t natUral and th ° beSt r ° ad int0 thc interior rfStTwS 

• I A“ iay *° bj 'f Ct fr that , m tbeir actuaI conJition Abyssinia and the countries bevond 
it in the interior of Africa do not appear to present advantages commenZuTwith the 

expense which would be occasioned by the establishment of relations with them Bntit 
is scarcely necessary to observe that it is not merely to the present we shouW’ iJl f ‘ 
the results of any contemplated measures. The countless millions and the prihfic^il of 
Africa surely hold out the prospect of an equivalent, and more than an equivafrnt sooner 
orkter, for any moderate outlay, if made with prudence and with a view to the pro^r 

But there is a point of view in which the subject reouires the mnr* „ • i * 

C0nSidCra | ti0 r° f S5 ® rit ‘ sh 8tateR,nan - That the attention of FranceTsUld 
fastly and unceasingly directed to that quarter of the do be is a fact whfchhV -1 

may once have been questioned, is now manifested beyond all possibility ofdo uhl™ The 

tbe ^ Ue du Bac at Pans,—all tend to prove the deep interest which the French* nat on feT 
inthat country, and to warrant the conviction that Abyssinia is intended short)! 
become, if not, like Algiers, a military colony of France at least a n 8 “ ort ^ , to 
under its immediate influence, and wedded to its interest. P ^ monarchy 

, i or an be deemed visionary, nor the carrying out of n a 1 

problematical. The Abyssinians are essentially a warlike andcofrageous peopfe Thi« 

B 




their whole history shows; and it has lately been farther, moved by the repulse given by 
them to the Egyptini (Turoo-Arab) troops under Kurschid Bey. It is true tbit their 
energies are now wasted in continual internal broils, consequent on the disorganization of 
the Empire since the Oalla invasion between 300 and 400 years ago. But they only 
require to be united under the banner of some powerful and able leader, to have discipline 
introduced among them by European instructors, and to possess fire-arms in greater 
quantities than they have at present, and they would form an army unsurpassed by any 
on the face of the globe, in bravery and in the ability to face an enemy, whether as 
invaders or invaded. The courage and ferocity of the Gallas is notorious; and from the 
circumstances of many of the inhabitants and most of the actual rulers of the various 
provinces of Abyssinia being of Ga'la extraction the two people may in the present 
day be considered as one. In fact, in the event of a national rising, the greater portion 
of the fighting men would unquestionably be Gallas or their immediate descendants. 

These are the people towards whose country the attention of France is now directed. 
In the same way as the labours of the “ Commission d’Egypte,” which accompanied 
Napoleon’s expedition, rendered that country familiar to the French and made it a sort 
of colony for adventurers of that nation; the publication of M. Lcfebvre’s work, the 
result of the labours of the “ Commission d’Abyssinie,” can scarcely fail to make 
Abyssinia an object of interest in the eyes of the whole French nation, and to be 
attended with very similar consequences. These French adventurers will enter the 
sendee of the native Princes, European tactics will be introduced into their armies, and 
it is not at all improbable that in the course of a few years we shall see arise an 
Abyssinian Mohammed Ali or Runject Sing. 

It nmy for a certainty be anticipated that the French Government will not be 
inactive in this movement. Africa, it is well known, is regarded by that nation as their 
field of enterprise, in the same way as Asia is that of the English. And it is not 
unimportant, as a sign of the feeling of France with respect to Africa generally, that, in 
the prospectus which I have the honour to inclose, the same sheet of paper places in 
juxta-position the “ Voyage en Abyssinie ” of M. Lefebvre and his colleagues, published 
“by order of the King,” and the “Exploration scientifique dc l’Alg^ric,” published 
“ by order of the Government.” 

That there is no difficulty in the way of French settlers in Abyssinia obtaining 
employment from the native Princes or grants of territory from them, is evidenced by 
what is related respecting M. Schimper in page 17 of my “ Statement of Facts.” And I 
may add that, when in Abyssiuia, I heard that had it not been for certain political 
changes M. Lefebvre would have obtained from Dejaj Oobcay a grant of a much larger 
territory than that given to M. Schimper. 

lu the ordinary course of nature, the death of the present Ruler of Egypt cannot be 
long deferred, neither can that of the present King of the French. When these events 
take place, great changes will doubtless ensue, and, among them, a movement in 
Eastern Africa may be anticipated. Sennaar will probably, ere long, declare itself 
independent of Egypt, as it was on the point of doing under its late Governor 
Ahmed Pasha, as mentioued in the letter which 1 had the honour of addressing to the 
Earl of Aberdeen on the 9th December, 1843; and, were it to do so, the Red Sea, 
which from its vicinity to India is far more open to British influence and enterprise than 
Egypt in the Mediterranean, would afford the nearest and best channel of communica¬ 
tion with that country, of which the capital, Khartoum, is only about 400 geographical 
miles from Mossownh, the principal port of Abyssinia. 

Taking all these matters into consideration, it certainly behoves England to be 
prepared for every contingency, and I would consequently take the liberty of again 
urgently pressing on your Lordship's notice the expediency of keeping up such relations 
with Abyssinia as would, at least, ensure to Her Majesty’s Government an immediate 
and intimate knowledge of all that is going on there, together with an opportunity of 
readily extending those relations whenever it should be found uecessary to do so. 

So far as I am myself concerned, I have now no immediate personal interest in thus 
recommending this subject to your Lordship's serious consideration. Without the 
assistance of Government, and in spite of many serious obstacles, I have succeeded in 
earning a long-chcri-du-d scheme into lull effect. I have traversed Abyssinia in all 
directions, penetrating into portions of it where no European had preceded me, and 
I have acquired a knowledge of the country and its inhabitants which 1 believe to be not 
surpassed )>y that of any other traveller; whilst by my researches I have acquired a fame 
sufficient to .-alisfy the most ambitious mind. If, therefore, my personal connection 
with Abyssinia is henceforth to cease, I can well afford to relinquish the field to others. 
But the interest 1 fed. and shall ever continue to feel, in that beautiful but unfortunate 


country; the firm conviction which I entertain that it only needs the helping hand of 
civilized Europe to resume its place among nations and to become not merely the 
rich and powerful Empire which it once was, but likewise the channel by rr hsch commerce 
and civilization, peace and religion, may be carried into the interior of Africa; the desire 
that my own naiion should be the instrument, under Providence, of bringing about these 
blessed results; and, Lastly, the wish tliat Abyssinia may not, through the instrumentality 
of France, be made a means of injury to British interests iu the East,—all these 
considerations induce me to express my readiness to render to Her Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment every assistance in my power in the way of projecting or carrying out any plan of 
operation that may be deemed advisable with reference to that country. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) C. T. BBKB. 


No. 2. 

Dr. Beke to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received November 11.) 

My Lord, 6, St. Mildreds Court , November 9, 1846. 

REFERRING to the letter which I had the honour to address to your Lordship on 
the 28th August last, on the subject of the French in connexion with Abyssinia, aud also 
referring to the letter addressed by me to the Earl of Aberdeen, your Lordship’s prede¬ 
cessor in office, on the 31st January, 1843, on the subject of the Treaty of Commerce 
between Her Majesty and the King of Shoa; I now beg leave to direct your Lordship's 
attention to the inclosed extract from the “ Morning Herald ” newspaper of Saturday 
last the 7th instant, relative to the proceedings of the French Government with respect 
to Shoa. 

And I would take the liberty of remarking that these proceedings demonstrate 
the correctness of the opinions expressed in the two letters above referred to, and the 
necessity for the immediate adoption of measures calculated to avert the evil consequences 
of all that has of late years occurred in relation to Abyssinia, the importance of which 
country is daily becoming more manifest. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) C. T. BEKE. 



Inclosure in No. 2. 

Extract from the “ Morning Herald" of November 7, 1846. 

IT is stated that M. Rochet d’Hericourt is about to pay another visit to the Kingdom 
of Shoa, in Abyssinia. The cause of this new mission is, that the Treaty entered into by 
him with the King of Shoa could not be ratified by the French Government from his not 
having had sufficient powers to make certain stipulations, which he now carries out with 
him .—Paris Paper. 


No. 3. 

Mr. Stephen to Mr. Addington.—(Received November 28.) 

Sir, # Downing Street, November 27, 1846. 

I AM directed by Earl Grey transmit to you, for the consideration of Viscount 
Palmerston, an extract from a letter, with its inclosure, received from Mr. David Barclay 
on behalf of the Mauritius Association, suggesting the expediency of endeavouring to 
obtain free Christian emigrant labourers from Abyssinia for Mauritius; and proposing 
that a Consular Agency should be established at the port of Massowoh to facilitate this 
object. 

Lord Grey directs me to request that you would move Lord Palmerston to favour 
his Lordship with his opinion whether such an appointment would be practicable and 
desirable. 


I have, &ic. 

/Signed) JAB. STEPHEN. 
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Minutes. 


1. Where exactly is Massowah ? 

2. Who and what is Dr. Bcke ? 
impression not quite in his favour? 

December 12, 1846. 


I remember his name, and have some vague 


P. 


1. On the Red Sea, at about 16° north latitude. 

2. Dr. Beke was formerly living at Leipzig as a Professor of the English language. He 

was employed as Secretary by Mr. Hart, when he was Consul at Leipzig, and during 
Mr. Harts absence Dr. Beke acted as Consul. h 

It was understood at the time that Dr. Beke furnished all the information respecting 
the fairs of Leipzig which Mr. Hart sent to the Foreign Office. Afterwards Mr. Hart 
and Dr. Beke quarrelled on the subject of the remuneration which Mr. Hart was to make 
to Dr. Beke, and the latter appealed to Lord Palmerston, who decided in favour of 
Dr. Beke’s claim. 

Subsequently Dr. Beke left Leipzig, and has travelled in Africa at the expense of 
some society in London. He has lately been on a mission to Shoa. Dr. Beke is a clever 
man, but pushing. 

J. BID WELL. 


1 am inclined to think it would be a good thing to appoint a Consul at Massowah 
and perhaps Dr. Beke would be a good man for it. Query, as to salary. 

I now remember that I thought it not quite right in him to send representations to 
^disparagement of his superior at Leipzig, and with a view apparently to get his 

December 15, 1846. p. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 3. 

The Chairman of the Mauritius Association to Earl Grey. 

(Extract.) Austin Friars, London, October 22, 1846. 

HAVING recently had a very interesting internew with l)r. Beke, an Abyssinian 
traveller who resided in that country for three years, and represents it as containing a 
large Christian agricultural population of most industrious habits perfectly free, deriving a 
very stinted annual compensation in money wages for their labour, and would be willing, 
concurring in Dr. Beke’s opinion that there would not be any difficulty whatever in procuring 
in consequence, to transfer their services to a more profitable market. The Association 
an extensive emigration of men and women from that country, deem the subject one of 
great importance, and that it will not be uninteresting to your Lordship. Under that 
impression it takes the liberty of inclosing in this letter a copy of the Minute made of 
what passed in conversation with Dr. Beke at the interview referred to; and should your 
Lordship, after reading it, wish any additional information on the subject, or have a desire 
to see Dr. Beke, I am quite sure that gentleman would be highly gratified to be permitted 
the honour of an interview with your Lordship. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 3. 

Minute dated October 8, 1846. 

DR. CHARLES T. BEKE, an Abyssinian traveller who had resided in the country 
three years, was this day introduced to the Mauritius Association by the Deputy 
Chairman, Hugh Hunter, Esq., and he described in a very obliging and interesting 
manner the state of the population, both in the lowlands and highlands ; the former are 
hut thinly peopled, and the inhabitants are purely pastoral, whilst the latter are covered 
by an extensive population of agricultural labourers of very industrious habits. 

Dr. Beke thinks many would be willing to emigrate to Mauritius, both men and 
women ; but it would be requisite to have a Consular Agency established at the port of 


L 



M«so*ah to Drotect them previous to embarkation; a. likewise a Resident Agent in the 
Sr to tTute arrangements with the natives for their departure to Mauritius, v* 

ll ‘ C ^M'oneyC ages' In that country do not exceed a few shillings a-year, and they lire 

mwnnfwctarefi * at present there is a steady increasing traffic in mules, and several vessels 
re atlTy dei’S-U, cargoes of them to Port Louis. The price of a good mule 

“ ^Th^Tbyssinians are Christians, and slavery is forbidden by their religion. 

MassowaUs the key of Abyssinia, and may be so considered of the whole interior of 

AfriC £he French have had a Consular Agency at Massowah for the hist four or fireyeaw. 
and are very intent upon securing to themselves the exclusive advantages which may 
“it from thej favourable JLition of Massowah. Dr Beke thinks the Ausfrmn 
Government either has appointedior is about to establish a Consular Agency also. Both 
these Consular Agencies arc subordinate to the Egyptian Consulates of those nations. 

The port of Massowah might, in the opinion of Dr. Beke, be purchased fr ° n 
Ottoman Government for a mere trifle, or a Treaty might be entered into with that 
Government to close it in future, and for ever, as a slave-market. The ch « f ex P°^® “ c 
mules, cattle, grain, gold and gold dust, ivory, gums, coffee, equal in quality to Mocha, 
myrrh, ginger, coriander seed, butter, honey, wax, «c. 


No. 4. 

• 

Dr. Beke to Viscount Palmerston.-—{Received December 14.) 

Mv t or(1 6, St. Mildreds Court . December 14, 1846. 

HAVING this day received from the Chevalier Jourard, Member of the Institute 
of France, a map of Abyssinia, which the author, M. Even, is desirous of ta ® 

honour of presenting to Her Majesty the Queen, I beg before 

to your Lordship, with the request your Lordship would be pleased to lay the same betort 

HCT TbereLn why M. Even has chosen me to be the medium of making this communi- 
cation, is, I presume, because I had the good fortune, when m Shoa, to have it m my power 
to be of some little service to him on his arrival there in great distress, in consequence 
of his having been attacked and robbed on his journey through Lasta^ ^ 

(Signed) C. T. BEKE. 


1847. 


No. 5. 

Dr. Beke to Viscount Palmerston.—{Received January 25.) 

My Lord 6, St. Mildreds Court , January 23, 1847. 

1 J ON*the 28th August of last year I bad the honour to address a letter to your 
Lordship respecting the proceedings of the French in Northern Abyssinia, and on the 9th 
November following I further took the liberty of calling your Lordship s attention to 
M. Rochet d’Hericourt’s operations in relation to the province of Shoa in the south ot 

that Empire. ^ trouble your Lordship with the inclosed extract from the 

‘* Morning Herald ” newspaper of the 21st instant, from which it is manifest that the 
exertions of the French to acquire a permanent footing in Abyssuia continue unabated. 



In this extract the French Consular Agent at Gondar i a spoken of, but I should 
imagine this to be a mistake for Massowah, At ihe latter place (as your Lordship is 
aware) a French Vice-Consul has been stationed for years, and from the position of that 
port on the shore of the Red Sea, that Agent might naturally be expected to form the 
channel of communication between the powerful ruler of Northern Abyssinia and the 
‘ King of the French. Gondar, on the contrary, is situate much further inland, beyond 
Tigr6, and lies altogether out of the road to Europe. I am also not aware that Oobeay 
has yet acquired possession of that city, or that hitherto a French Consular Agent has 
been permanently stationed there; although the speedy occurrence of both events is far 
from improbable. 

In again venturing to bring the important subject of Abyssinia before your Lord¬ 
ship, I would beg especially to direct attention to that portion of my letter of the 28th 
August laBt which relates to the facilities offered by the port of Massowah for opening 
commercial relations, not only with all parts of Abyssinia and the countries to the south, 
but likewise with Scnnaar, Kordofan, Darfur, and other portions of the interior of Africa, 
to which at present the Mediterranean and Egypt afford the sole means of access, but 
which, if proper measures were adopted, might be mucli more speedily and advantageously 
reached from India and the Red Sea. 

I have, &c. 

^ (Signed) C. T. BEKE. 


Inclosure in No. 5. 


No. 0. 


Mr. Murray to Fiscoimt Palmerston.—(Received June 29 ) 

(No. 30.) 

My Lord, - Alexandria , June 18, 1847. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that a French Agent, named Lefebvre, 
has lately proceeded to Massowah, on the coast of Abyssinia. It is supposed that he is 
charged with a mission from the Government of France, offering to some of the leading 
Chiefs to place their country under French protection. 

I have inquired from Mr. Plowden, who is just returned from that district, whether 
he can form any opinion as to the specific object and probable success of the said 
mission, and he informs me that he does not think it likely to be productive of any 
important results, as M. Lefebvre has already made more than one attempt of the same 
kind, which has failed owing to his never having been able to place himself on friendly 
terms with Ras Ali, the principal Chief. 

Nevertheless, I have thought it my duty to inform your Lordship of the mission, in 
case you may wish further inquiries to be made as to the ultimate intention of the French 
Government concerning it. 

I have. Sic. 

(Signed) CH. A. MURRAY. 


Extract from the “ Morning Herald ” of January 21, 1847. 

THE French Consular Agent of France at Gondar (Massowah ?) has just received from 
Oobeay, King of TigrG, a letter and presents for the King of the French. Oobeay is 
hereditary Sovereign of Samen. He also possesses Walkeit and Woggera, and thus extends 
his authority over the tribes of shepherds occupying the space comprised between the Red 
Sea and the upper lands. He some years back made a conquest of Tigre, one of the 
principal kingdoms of Abyssinia, extending a length of 180 English miles, and which is, 
with Shoa, the richest of these countries. It is in gratitude for the good services of the 
Consular Agents at Jeddah, Gondar (Massowah?;, Moka, and Souakin, to caravans 
coming from his States, that Oobeay has given to France this mark of good feeling. 
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No. 7. 

Afr. Addington to Sir J. Hohhouse. 

Sir, Foreign Office, July 7, 1847. 

WITH reference to my letter of the oth ultimo, I am directed by Viscount Palmer¬ 
ston to transmit to vou, for the information of the President of the Board of Control, a 
copy of a despatch from Her Majesty’s Agent and Consul-General in Egypt,* respecting 
the arrival of a French Agent, M. Lefebvre, on the coast of Abyssinia. 

I am, &c. 

(Signedj H. U. ADDINGTON. 


No. 8. 

Dr. Beke to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received July 26.) 

My Lord, 6, St. Mildred's Court , June 23, 1847. 

ON the 23rd of January I had last the honour of addressing your Lordship on the 
subject of Abyssinia. 

I now beg leave to wait on your Lordship with a copy of an Essay on the Nile and 
its Tributaries,f which has just appeared in the Journal of the Royal Geographical Society, 
and I take the liberty of most strongly recommending the same to your Lordship’s 
serious attention, as showing the erroneous nature of the representations which (as I have 
reason to believe) have of late been made to Her Majesty’s Government on the subject 
of the rivers of Eastern Africa, and of the prospective advantages of a commercial 
intercourse with the countries with which those rivers have been alleged to commu¬ 
nicate. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) C. T. BEKE. 


No. 9. 

Mr. Addington to Dr. Beke. 

Sir, Foreign Office, July 26, 1847. 

I AM directed by Viscount Palmerston to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 23rd June, and to thank you for the communication of the pamphlet entitled “ the Nile 
and its Tributaries,” of which a copy is inclosed in your letter. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) H. U. ADDINGTON. 


No. 10. 

Memorandum by Mr. Plowden. 

IT is not to he supposed that the Ras, in sending these presents to Her Britannic 
Majesty, could have in view any more definite result than a certain interchange of 
courtesy, and the consequent facilities and protection that would be afforded by him to 
English travellers. The feudal military system of government in Abyssinia, rendering 
their ideas of the value of commerce both limited and careless, and though sufficiently 
acute to understand the nature of Treaties, it would be difficult to induce them to see 
the necessity of adhering to them when they should appear to militate against their 
interests in the slightest degree. 

Seeing, however, that, as a nation, they arc intelligent, and that the Ras, individually 
(the most pow erful of their Chiefs), is of a reflective and humane disposition, and always 
amenable to reason from those he may consider his friends, it is possible that the accept¬ 
ance of this civility from him, with a corresponding reply from Her Majesty, may lead to 
results which, though he could neither suggest nor foresee, he may be induced to 
appreciate. 

Li shortly regarding the value of a commercial relation with his country to be based 
* No. 6. f Qy. Punphl*. 
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not on Treaties, but on the stronger tie of mutual interests, I would particularly mention 

two points:- 1st. That on the only route at present conducting with ease to his temt0I 7> 

viz 'by the port of Massowab, there is no water carnage for commodities; yet the 

overland trade consisting of valuable articles, such ps gold, ivory, musk, coffee, gum, &c., 

might, if properly encouraged in the interior and on thi sea-coast, absorb » considerable 

amount of our manufactures. 2ndly. That there already exists, under the great checks 

that this commerce labours under, a demand for those manufactures. 

that this commerce i f ^ ^ conrinced of the beDe fi t that would accrue to his 

revenues by a proper’ consideration of his mercantile community (who are both enter- 
nS and talented), a better regulation of his system of imposts, aided by our 
cooperation "rotoction on the coast, would quadruple the exUting trade within a 

very intercourBe that would thus be estalished, a vast improvement in the 

social and political position of Abyssinia would immediately ensue, simply by the instruc¬ 
tion they would receive in tlose arte which should enable them to employ the resources 
and productions of their own noble and neglected country; and the new wants and 
luxuries introduced amongst them would speedily incite a spirit to an £ ‘ 
for labour that would divert their attention from that lust of war and ambition sprung 
from idleness, that now devastates the land; and call into existence a class of Ubourers 
and artificers that would counterbalance the military, and force their Chiefs into a 
system of government better adapted for the security of their new pursuits. As 
acquainted intimately with the character of the Abyssimans, I would venture to remark 
that in replying to the Has, the more stress that is laid on our superiority m arts and 
science* Tnd rim less that is s’aid of our powers in war the better; as, ^ngh he might 
have the sense to see that we Bhould never wish to avail ourselves of our strength, yet the 
great body of his Councillors have the undefined jealousy on that point 
nations, which renders them irritable, and might defeat in a moment, or retard, our 

V ‘ CW With the military strength that the Abyssinians possess, the small 

tribes that separates the Christian country from the coast would be no obstacle to the 

frcee ft 3 no?S> irrelevant to remark that being personally known to all the 
chief merchants of * that'country, they particularly requested me to point out their value 
fr and their wish as far as possible to place themselves under, British protection. 

’ The feeling both of the Chiefs and the merchants at present, or at least lately, was 
strongly in favour o? the English nation, as there exists a pretty general knowledge 
1 g Prnnee and Great Britain are the two preponderating influences. 

Wheriier a French Mission that has been lately sent to the Chief of TigrA J 

remindinghhn of the ancient friendship of his family with our nation, and requesting him 

UOt ‘shouTd*”proud oTtoeTros^ct 1 of 
m^r?Sfl?S£>^»Litime;tha t these cursory remarks may not he 

considered unwarranted. (Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 



Account of Expenditure in Conrojing the Presents, &c., of Baa Ali to Her Majesty, 
dating from Arrival in Massowah, August 1846, to Arrival in London, August 5, 
1847. 


B orrowed at Maaaowab, and refold during 
residence, fro* Aipit 1846 to March 

16, 1847 . 

Boat hire from Maaaowab to Djiddah . 
Proriaiotu, Ac. for voyage 

Djiddah, far dothiog. 

Houae, market, Ac. 

Provision* for voyage to Sues 

Boat bite to Sue* . 

Zambo, market .. .. ., , 

After shipwreck.. 

Soa>—paid mas far amJstaaoe (praaeot). 
Bill during ra ri iW B at lodging-hoaaa . 

Clothing sad tandrica. 

To Cairo, «—1» . 

Hotel bill, boat hire to Mahmortea, pro. 
▼want 

Boat hire to Alexandria, and sundries . 
Loaa of exchange on 300 German crown*, 
between Djiddah Egypt 
Balance in band on arrival in Alexandria 


German crown* (at 4e.) .. 

To 18th Jaly, 1847. Balaoca of 9 dollar* 

expended in Alexandria. 

For paaaage to Southampton 

For eundriea to London. 


(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN 


Annex 2. 

Report of a Present sent by Ras Ali, Chief of Northern Abyssinia, to Her Britannic 

Majesty. 

THIS present was instrusted by Ras Ali to Mr. Plowden, in the wish (as expressed 
by him in a letter now lost) to establish a friendly connection with the English and to 
show his respect to Her Majesty. 

The present consisted of the following articles of trifling value:— 

One shield of buffalo hide, ornamented with silver. 

Two lances. 

One silver coronet, worn in battle by renowned warriors, called M kalitcha,” gilt. 

One silver armlet, called “ beetoa,” gilt. 

Three fine cloths of Abyssinian manufacture, worn by Chiefs. 

One mule’s saddle, of the kind used by those of the highest rank. 

One accompanying brass ornament for mule's neck, ditto. 

One saddle-cloth for saddle, ditto. 

Bridle. 

One horse-saddle with equipments complete. 

Five white drinking-horns. 

Two large black ditto. 

Two sheepskins, sown and ornamented as worn in place of wool, long hair. 

One Abyssinian sabre, called * shotel.” 
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enabled to recover a portion of these, although unfortunately in a state unfit for 
presentation to Her Majesty. A list is subjoined:— 

Shield, lost, a portion of the silver ornaments recovered. 

Lances, lost 

Silver 44 kaiUcha/’ recovered, slightly damaged. 

Silver “ betoa,” ditto, ditto. 

Cloths, two, ditto, ditto. 

Mule's saddle, recovered, totally spoilt. 

Brass neck ornament, recovered, blackened. 

Mule’s saddle-cloth, recovered, damaged. 

Horse saddle, recovered, totally spoilt. 

Drinking-horns, five recovered, cases lost. 

Sheepskins, one recovered, much tarnished. 

Sabre, recovered, totally spoilt 

Matchlock, recovered. 

Mr. Plowden left the Ras in the latter end of <iune 1846; addressed his first commu¬ 
nication to Her Majesty’s Government from Massowah, under date 5th October, 1846; 
and arrived in England with the above-mentioned fragments on the oth August, 1847. 

* (Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 11. 


Mr. Addington to Mr. Plowden. 


gj r> Foreign Office, August 18, 1847. 

I AM directed by Viscount Palmerston to acknowledge the receipt of the Memo¬ 
randum and papers thereto annexed respecting Abyssinia, with which you furnished his 
Lordship on the 18th instant, and I am to request that in case you should possess any 
further information on the commercial resources of Abyssinia and the adjoining countries, 
as well as on the mode by which commercial intercourse may be established and main¬ 
tained with those countries, you will have the goodness to communicate such information 
to Lord Palmerston in as condensed a form as the subject, treated of may admit. Lord 
Palmerston would wish more especially to know what articles of British growth and 
manufacture would be most likely to find a ready market in Abyssinia and the countries 
adjacent to it; what articles of interchange those countries possess; whether the security 
of conveyance to and from the Red Sea is in your opinion such as to give a fair chance 
of maintaining a permanent commercial intercourse with Abyssinia, and whether any part 

besides Massowah is suited for the purposes of commerce. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) H. U. ADDINGTON. 


Minutes. 


Mr. Plowden’s history, as far as I remember, is that he was sent out to India in a 
mercantile house, but his habits were not steady enough, and he was reconsigned to his 
friends. Instead, however, of coming to England, he went off into Abyssinia of his own 
accord, and remained there for five years without showing any signs ot me, and the first 
his friends heard of him was last autumn. His uncle said, if 1 remember rightly, that 
he was a high-spirited and enterprising youth, though w ithout steadiness for a mercantile 
life. I think he might well be employed in Abyssinia. 


Mr. Hammond sent a minute containing 
Palmerston in October last. 

Foreign Office , August 18, 1847. 


all that was known of him to Lord 

C. 8. RICE 


I have called upon Mr. Plowden for any further information respecting the commerce 
and resources of Abyssinia (in a condensed form) which he may have it in his power to 
communicate. __ _ 


II 

No. 12. 


Mr. Plowden to Mr. Addington.—(Received August 21.) 

Sir, August 20, 1847. 

IN reply to your communication of the 18th August I have the honour herewith to 
submit a short Memorandum, touching on the topics on which information is requested 
by Viscount Palmerston, and containing such facts as I am able to furnish, which may, 
however, be deficient, as I did not originally travel with the view of investigating those 
subjects. 

I have, Ac. 

(Sigued) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


Minute. 

I will appoint Mr. Plowden Consul at Massowah, and instructions should be prepared 
for him accordingly. 

I do not think it expedient to endeavour to obtain possession of any territory in 
that quarter; our object ought rather to be to encourage and secure the independence 
of the native Ruler. A draft of Treaty with the Sovereign of Abyssinia should be 
prepared, and should be sent out by Mr. Plowden, who should go up to Gond&r to propose 
it. It should be as short as is consistent with our purpose ; and I should suppose from 
what Mr. Plowden says that it ought either to be with the Emperor and to be signed in 
his name by the Ras, or to be with the Emperor and the Ras jointly. 

Mr. Plowden’s residence should be Massowah, but he should go up from time to time 
to Gondar, to keep up personal relations with the Ras, and to settle with him any ques¬ 
tions which may arise. 

August 22, 1847. P. 


Inclosure in No. 12. 

Memorandum on Trade of Abyssinia. 

THE trade of Abyssinia, and of all the adjacent countries occupied by the Gallas, 
that is, from 15° north latitude to the Equator, and from the course of the White Nile to 
the Red Sea, and the Indian Ocean, now flows in four directions. The most inland 
route is along the course of the White Nile to Kartoom, principally a slave traffic, and 
is joined at that place by a branch from Gondar, the capital of Christian Abyssinia. 
Another from the interior, south-easterly, to Mellinda, on the east coast. Another 
running east to Zeyla or Tajoura, through the Christian country of Shoa: and, a fourth, 
north-easterly to the Red Sea, to the ports of Massowah and Sou&kim. 

The consideration of the first branch is unnecessary at present. The traffic of the 
other three, besides slaves, consists almost entirely of goods the produce of the Galla 
provinces of Enarea, Kaffa, Djimma, Gooraguay, Jingero, &c., between the latitudes 
of 8 and 8° north Their several advantages, as affording facility of access to those 
provinces, are as follows-The route from Mellinda or its neighbourhood is the only 
°“ e w kich a communication by water, even to a certain distance, can be looked for on 
the Rivers Joob or Gojeb, but, from the nature of the country generally, I am inclined 
to think that this would be stopped by the mountain range, not far inland, and before 
reaching those productive tracts I have mentioned; also the numerous barbarous tribes 
that inhabit the banks of these rivers would at first render the journey dangerous and 
slow, it would, however, be exceedingly advisable that every encouragement should be 
given to the thorough examination of these rivers. The route by Zeyla presents the 
advantage of passing in one district through the Kingdom of Shoa, a Christian nation 
acknowledging one Sovereign; on the other hand, his dominions are divided from the 
»ea by an extensive and dangerous tract of country afflicted with severe drought during 
a great portion of the year. On the fourth route, the branch to Souakim labours under 
a similar disadvantage, and is also farther from the central point than the one to 
Massowah, which is comparatively free from these difficulties. 

Tlie caravans from the interior on crossing the Blue Nile at Basso, about 120 miles 
to the northward of the great emporium of Enarea, traverse a Christian country from 
thcncc to Dixa. an easy journey of three dayB from Massowah. Of this latter, even in 
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the dry season, there is only a space of thirty or forty miles unprovided with water, and 
tnis, from their ignorance of well-making or other precautions; and the tribes 
inhabiting this belt between the sea and the high plateau or table-land commencing at 

i Dixa, are a tolerably well-disposed though ignorant nomadic race nominally under the 
jurisdiction of the Naib of Arkeeko. 

The heat of this part of the coast is great during the summer months, but not 
unhealthy. The traffic is entirely carried on by means of beasts of burthen, which are 
numerous and cheap in all parts of the interior—horses, mules, and donkeys: these are 
left on the hills and the packages transferred to camels when about sixty miles from the 
coast. 

Caravans arrive at and quit Massowah at all seasons of the year, but are most 
numerous about August and February. 

The Mussulmans alone of Abyssinia export slaves. The goods that are brought 
* from the interior are principally gold, of not a very fine quality, ivory, coffee equal to that 

of Yemen, musk or zibad, wax, some kinds of spices. Though gum abounds everywhere, 
even near the coast, the trade in that article has hitherto been comparatively trifling. 
From the cheapness of cattle a valuable trade in hides might be formed; much of the 
uncultivated land would be favourable to the production of indigo; and cotton might be 
grown in the neighbourhood of Massowah. Hippopotamus teeth are available in quantities 
were there a demand; saltpetre and sulphur are found abundantly, the latter particularly 
in a mountain about two days’ journey from the coast. The export of mules to the 
Mauritius has been large of late years. The whole country abounds with iron. I bought 
specimens, now lost, of gold ore from the vicinity of Gondar, of which the inhabitants 
are ignorant, containing also copper. The duties at present levied on the Abyssinian 
exports at Massowah amount, I have reason to think, to about 70,000 dollars per annum, 
but I could not state this with certainty. 

The return produce is as follows:—British goods, brought by the Parsee traders 
from Bombay, consist of calicos, plain and printed ; scarlet cloth, silk, carpets of brilliant 
colours, red and blue Indians, or India piece goods in large quantities, velvet, and muslins. 
European sword-blades are much valued, but must be of a particular kind to suit the 
market. Matchlocks alone are prized on the other side of the River Tacasse as yet, but 
in the province of Tigr£, a strong predilection exists for flint muskets, and even for percus¬ 
sion fire-arms. 

The dress of the inhabitants consists at present entirely of cotton cloths spun and 
woven by hand labour; and in some years they purchase the raw material largely from 
Bombay, though entire provinces amongst them are cultivated with that article; but if 
once induced to adopt our common fabrics, the raw produce would probably come into 
the market. A good cloth of the country cost the wearer 3 to 4 dollars, which (consider¬ 
ing that 1 dollar of grain is a year’s consumption for one person) is an extravagant price. 
The only money that passes current is the German crown of Maria Theresa. 

Of other European commodities in demand, I may mention German sword blades, 
matchlocks of Syria and Persia, carpets of any fabric, looking-glasses, copper in any 
shape, red morocco, frankincense, bottles, and tumblers; for the Galia market immense 
quantities of beads brought from Trieste through Egypt and Djiddah. Cutlery has not 
been introduced, though an English knife is always an acceptable present. 

The Abyssinian merchants are spirited and enterprising, and always inquire eagerly for 
novelties; and the genius of the nation generally appeared to me decidedly biassed towards 
trade. At present they are content with slow journeys and a large profit, the caravans 
being sometimes a year between Enarea and Massowah. but the principle of quick returns 
is thoroughly understood by the inhabitants of Tigr£, the nearest province to the coast, 
and could some weights be removed even partially that now press heavily on the commerce 
of Abyssinia, I doubt not that it would again flourish, as when the merchants of India 
and Arabia thronged the harbour of the now ruined and forgotten city of Adoolis (in the 
Bay of Arkeeko). 

The first and most important point would be to insure the British protection, and 
that effectually, to the Abyssinian merchants when they reach the coast. This, they 
themselves ardently long for; and it is my opinion that it cannot be afforded to them 
with mutual advantage save at Massowah, or its immediate neighbourhood. 

The appointment of a Consul at that place would be of use ; that he might report the 
course of events, and of French intrigue that is constantly directed to that quarter; but 
the occupation of that island, if possible, by the English would be the most effectual means 
of establishing a permanent and valuable trade with the whole of the interior of this portion 
of Africa. The consequences of this would be that the intervening tribes would quietly 
submit to their neighbours, and the intercourse between the Christian country and the 
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sea coast, become uninterrupted and constant. A Treaty effected with the Has on 
friendly terms would insure access to the English to all his dominions, and he would easily 
be convinced of the utility to his revenues, of encouraging his own mercantile community 
by a better system of imposts, by improving the roads, and by building a few bridges, 
for which he would then be able to procure artificers. A resident or residents at this 
Court might insure with a little tact his correspondence in all our views. 

Some time since a Treaty was broached between the English and the native chief of 
Tigr£, the basis of which was that the trade of Massowah should be diverted into a new 
channel, by an English establishment in the Bay of Ampbylla to the southward, the chief 
on his part engaging to open the road through the country of the Taltals for the caravans to 
the coast In the present unsettled state of the district of Tigr6, there would be many 
difficulties now in the way of such a scheme, still should no other spot be available, I 
think that our first object should be to secure a footing, however small on any point 
within forty miles of Massowah, that will furnish a harbour. 

Now if there exists a difficulty in treating with the Porte for any part of its posses¬ 
sions in that quarter, our views should be directed to a bargain with the Naib of Arkeeko, 
who is still acknowledged virtually as Sovereign of the mainland. The Treaties, in fact, 
existing between him, the Sultan, for the occupation of Massowah, are, I believe, rather 
ill-defined, but in point of fact the Turks pay the inhabitants of Arkeeko a subsidy of 
1,000 dollars a month, and have no settlement or authority on the mainland. How far 
the Naib has bound himself not to dispose of any portion of his territory to other Powers 
I know not; but if he could be induced to sell to us any position on the land surrounding 
the Bay of Arkeeko, where fresh water is found, 1 should not think there would be any other 
material difficulty. At present the traders arc all forced to dispose of their goods in the 
Island of Massowah. Should this idea be considered worthy of consideration, I beg to 
point out as an agent with the Naib, Mr. Coffin, who has been in that part of the country 
nearly forty years, and is well acquainted with all the former Treaties, the language, 
laws, &c. The jealousy and constant disputes between the Turkish Governor and the 
Naib, as well as the poverty of the latter, would perhaps facilitate any dealings with him. 
Supposing a British trade were established in that quarter, ships would time their voyage 
according to the Monsoon, arriving with the end of the southerly winds, and departing 
with the commencement of the northerly, in which case the distance between Massowah 
and the Indian Ocean would never occupy more than five or six da\s to ten. The voyage 
is, I believe, much less dangerous than that of Djiddah. and an accurate survey from Aden 
and the buoying of the channel through the Bay of Arkeeko would render it perfectly 
safe. The harbour is tolerable, but that of the Island of Massowah itself is excellent. 

In tine, I would state it as my opinion, that our possession of the Island of Massowah, 
would render a permanent and valuable commercial intercourse with the whole of the 
interior of Abyssinia certain, and that an establishment on the mainland, if it could be 
effected through the Naib independent of Massowah, would offer a fair prospect of the 
same, attended however with some difficulties and a greater expense. Nor do I think any 
other part of the coast can compare with this in facilities for such a purpose. 

I will now shortly state the position of Ras Ali in the interior, that no misunder¬ 
standing may exist with regard to our relations with him. The rightful Emperor still 
resides, a shadow of royalty, at Gondar, and Ras Ali represents the race of powerful Chiefs, 
Galla by origin, but now Christian, who have now retained the Government about sixty 
years. He has reigned about sixteen years, and is much loved ; but, as may be supposed, 
nis power, though great, is not so fixed but that an unsuccessful battle may hurl him 
from his throne: he is rather, therefore, to be designated as the most potent Chieftain 
than as a King, and his influence extends on the one hand to Dixa, on the other to the 
Gallas and to Shoa, though sometimes disputed. With so uncertain a Government, I 
need scarcely point out the necessity for particularly considering the degree and nature 
of the alliance that we might form with him and his family, and the precise instructions on 
this point that should be given to whoever may be appointed to carry it into effect. 

Respecting the Slave Trade, this being carried on as I have mentioned solely by the 
Mahomedans, and many of the Christian Chiefs being averse to it and permitting it solely 
on account of the duties they levy, our presence and advice would soon induce them to 
put a stop to it throughout northern Abyssinia, as I have heard them express the wish to 
do. This would be at least a good commencement on this coast, and unattended with 
violence or expense, and more would be effected in this way and that of civilizing the 
country generally in two years, than by the efforts of our missionaries in a century. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 
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No. 13. 

| | 

Mr. Plowden to Mr. Addington.—(Received August 28.) 

gj r August 28, 1847. 

I HAVE the honour to submit, for your perusal, a short Memorandum, as desired by 
you on Thursday, and respectfully awaiting a reply to the communication I then laid 

before you. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOW DEN. 


Inclosure in No. 13. 

Memorandum. 

IN reviewing the claims of different Powers to the Island of Massowah and the neigh¬ 
bouring coast, the one that has the priority is doubtless that of the Emperor of Abyssinia, 
who appointed the Baharnagaseh, or Ruler of the Sea. This officer, residing at Dixa, 
still retaining his Title, but so long a time has elapsed since he has been obliged to with¬ 
draw from all active interference near the sea, that with reference to a British establish 

ment, his rights may be considered null in that quarter. . f i lp 

There remaining the somewhat complicated question of the resi^cti\ c ri^bte of the 
Naib of Arkeeko, and the Turkish Government, now represented by the Officer ot t 

Pa8l Somfhundred of years since the Turks appear to have conquered the coast, and.to 
have appointed the Naib, a native Chieftain of power, who embraced the Mahomedan 
religion as their representative on the mainland, lie paying tribute. They subsequent y 
abandoned their conquest in this quarter, and the Naib (whose residence is about six miles 
from Massowah), became virtually an independent Sovereign, over both the 
several days’journey along the coast in either direction, and the Island ot Massowah, and 

‘ * aSe in t con sequence 6 of some disputes that occurred in his family, as to who^e 
Chief, it would appear that the Turks were again invited by reference to 
Djiddah, to settle this point, and to the occupation of the is and they W^^be ^aib 
a stipend of 1,000 dollars per month,* in consideration ot abandoning to themthe duties 
levied on all merchandize, imports and exports ; thus apparently, however, nulhfyiug their 
former claims of vassalage. In fact, for some time the Naibs ceased to require a firman, 
but latterly they have even presented themselves at the island, and received their appoint¬ 
ment from the Turkish Governor. e V, Q „1 , tho Turkish 

It is clear that, at the period of Mr. Salt’s visit some forty years back the lurkish 

Governor possessed little authority, as his party were refused a supply of water from 

Arkeeko^^d^^skirmisli»iOccurrcdC ^ ^ ^ ^ eyidcnt also thatAhe Naib has been 

considered in all respects, after his appointment—and excepting the caravans as an 
independent Sovereign on the mainland ; the Turkish Governor being equally so on the 
island All jurisdiction on the mainland, save where Turks are concerned irests with the 
Naib he makes war or peace at pleasure, receives tribute trom all the native tribes, and 

seUs land £^ llrocced int0 the interior, a guide must be procured from 

him ; and not long since he extorted large sums from English and other 

nermission to nroeecd On the appointment of a French Consular Agent he refused to 

Jillow him to cross over to che mainland, without apermissiontrom 

of a sum of money. But he has ceded this point .^g^ber, and the French Agent 
resides at a village on the mainland, his flag being hoisted at Massowah. 

I think it probable that the Pasha of Egypt will establish a fortress at Arkeeko and 
forcibly deprive the Naib of the power that he still possesses, to which he could off,r no 

effectual K'S'stancc^rcncc ^ th{j feas ibility of the establishment of an English factory in 
, . ’ | | niiridvwpd it appears to me that this haze of undefined rights or 

claims*resolves itself o P n allsides into the simple facts of strength and possession ; and it 
t^'Frenchcould'piirchase. a, they have done (hitherto without question), a portion ot 


• Does this constitute ft Sovereign right ?—H. U. A. 
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the mainland to the southward, in the name of the Governor of Massowah, who clearly 
possesses less right to it than the Naib, and who has never had a garrison or Agent there. 
Why could not we, if considered advisable, purchase in like manner, from the Naib of 
Arkeeko, some portion of land in the Bay of Amphylla; or how could his right to sell it 
be questioned, as long as the Turks have not actually occupied it, or received tribute 
from it ? 

I mention Amphylla as the next best point on the coast to the Island of Massowah, 
and a point to which the caravan trade that now supports the latter might be made to 
diverge from the interior by arrangements with the Christian Chiefs, and superior facilities 
afforded to the merchants themselves. In this case, however, the French would doubtless 
make every effort to possess themselves of Massowah. by an agreement with the Porte. 
I, of course, as not knowing the facilities and difficulties of these arrangements, can only 
point out, from the situation of the places, which would be the most important that 
should fix the attention of Government. 

I do not think that the authorities at Constantinople are yet much aware of the 
importance of Massowah; and it might be easier now to effect some understanding with 
them than it may be a few r years hence, as a few years back it would have presented little 
difficulty had the matter then been brought to the notice of Her Majesty’s Government. 

Now, looking at the above facts with reference to the appointment of a Consular 
Agent by the English Government., I should think that he would be ordered to hoist his 
flag on the Island of Massowah, acknowledging the right of the Turkish Government 
there,* a fact which on account of long possession can scarcely he disputed ; and if ever 
British interests were concerned on the mainland, which would be seldom the case at 
present, referring the matter to the Naib, as the existing and ostensible power there. 
On the island his duties for the present would he to protect the interests of the Bombay 
traders, British subjects, and thus he of great utility to a considerable existing trade in 
British manufactures. He would be able to report minutely on the capabilities of the 
harbour of Amphylla, and its connection with the interior, &c., and other points of the 
coast; and to watch carefully any opportunity that might enable him to advance the 
views of the Government when explained to him, and which might be afforded at any 
moment by the changes and revolutions to which such countries are liable, particularly in 
case of the demise of the Pasha of Egypt. 

As British Consular Agent, however, he could afford no protection to the merchants 
of Abyssinia, an important point, which could only he done effectually on British ground. 
The Christian country of Abyssinia has, however, been mentioned, I believe, in some of 
the late Treaties connected with the affairs of Egypt, and this, of course, would be made 
the most of to the advantage of its traders. 

1 may perhaps venture again respectfully to state my conviction that the Island 
of Massowah is an important point that Her Majesty’s Government should not lose 
sight of. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN 


Salary per annum, say £ 

Sum to be expended in a present for Ras Ali. 

Expenses of journey to Massowah, and a sum for building a habitable house, there 
being none there. 

Salary of Dragoman for Turkish or Arabic, and one Janissary. 

Permission to trade in any way not interfering with my duties. 

W. P. 

Minutes. 

1. In the event of the appointment of Mr. W. Plowden as British Consul at Massowah, 
is Massowah to be treated as a Turkish possession ? If it is, an exequatur must be 
requested from the Porte. 

2. Furthermore, if Massowah is held to be Turkish, Turkish law must be admitted to 
prevail there; and the provisions of the Treaty of Balta Liman as to duties of export and 
import, amongst other things, must be in force. Is this state of affairs to be recognized 
in the Consul’s Instructions ? 

* Is Massowah bond Jide a Turkish possession ? If so. it mutt be subject to Turkish law and Treatv; aiul 
the 5 per cent, and 12 per cent, duties may be levied there on English goods imported and exported.—H. U. A. 






3. What salary is to be assigned to the Consul at Massowah ? 

4. Is he to be allowed to trade ? 

5. Is he to be allowed to travel to Gondar at bis discretion, travelling expenses 
being allowed ? 

6. Is he to be allowed, like other Consuls in Turkey, an Interpreter and a Cavass f 

7. What is he to do for a house, there being none at this moment at Massowah ? 

8. May he live on the mainland, at Arkeeko, if he thinks it better to do so, keeping 
an office, with his flag, at Massowah ? 


I think the statements in Mr. Plowden's Memorandum strengthen the reasons for 
appointing a Consul at Massowah, and Mr. Plowden seems to me the fittest man. 

My answers to Mr. Addington’s questions are,— 

1 and 2. Let Mr. Plowden go to Massowah and ascertain what course was pursued 
in regard to these matters by the French Consuls, and let him do the like. 

3. What amount would seem proper? 

4. Perhaps it might be best to allow him to do so. 

5. Yes, and to be ordered to go thither at least once a year. 

6. I conclude this would be necessary. 

7. He must do as other Consuls do. I suppose it is not meant that the inhabitants 
of the island live in caves or in perpetual bivouac. 

8. Yes. 

With regard to Mr. Plowden’s questions, the only one unanswered in what I have 
already written is his question about presents to the Ras, and I should like to know what 
things Mr. Plowden would suggest as presents for that Chief. 

1 do not see any advantage in our getting possession of land in those quarters; all 
we want is trade, and land is not necessary for trade; we can carry on commerce very 
well on ground belonging to other people. Possession of land involves civil and military 
establishment expenses and responsibility, and the Red Sea is not a good place for a 
settlement to be made by Government. But Mr. Plowden might communicate with 
Mr. Macqueen’s African Colonization Society. 

August 30, 1847. P« 


Mr. Plowden to Mr. Addington.—(Received September IG.) 

Sir, London , September 1 6 , 1847. 

YOU will excuse me for trespassing on your time, to point out one or two things 
that may perhaps have escaped your memory. 

Should Her Majesty’s Government have decided on the appointment respecting 
which you did me the honour to make me a verbal communication, and also on the 
answer to be despatched to,Ras Ali, 1 beg respectfully t® mention that sixteen months 
have already elapsed since I quitted that Chief, and that should my letters to him mis¬ 
carry, as is possible, Mr. Bell, who remains there, may be placed in a very painful 
position, and, from the length of my absence, an unfavourable impression be produced as 
regards us, that others will not be slow to profit by. 

2udly. That the Abyssinian who accompanied me is at present uselessly residing in 
Egypt, at the expense of the British Government. 

On these grounds I would urge the expediency of despatch in carrying out your 
views in that ouarter. 

Having already expressed to you personally my willingness to devote such informa¬ 
tion and abilities as I may possess to the forwarding of the British interests at Massowah; 
although I may consider that for the period above mentioned I have been acting in 
behalf of the Government, still you will allow me to represent that having received no 
definite appointment, I am residing in London, at some expense, in a state of uncer¬ 
tainty as to the period at or the circumstances under which I may be called on to quit 
England perhaps for many years. 

May I therefore request, that should Lord Palmerston not have decided on all points 
connected with these matters, you will kindly inform me it I may consider myself as in 
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tiie service of Her Majesty’s Government, and what time may probably elapse before I 
shall be required to proceed to Massowah. r 

On my part, when furnished with the necessary instructions, there will be no delay 
.• remains of the present destined for Her Majesty are now so entirely valueless 

that I apprehend 1 shall not be called upon to produce them; as, however, the trans¬ 
porting them from place to place will always be a small expense, I should wish to he 
informed if I may dispose of them either at my discretion or to any one you may appoint 
to receive them. J 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


Inclosure in No. 14. 


Memorandum of Presents for selection for Ras Ali . 

ONE Persian matchlock, property of the Ras, now in possession of Mr. Plowden to 
oe put in order, and a case provided. 

A matchlock to match the above to be procured if possible. 

A single-barrelled rifle of large bore. 

A pair of double-barrelled pistols, strong, of large calibre, with holsters 

Glass-ware, such as tumblers of various patterns, some with stems and others with 
handles; bottles for drinking, not decanters, some of coloured glass, some of rut 
glass, Ac. 

A few rings, with stones of inferior quality but large size, ns carbuncle, blood-stone 
red cornelian. ’ 

Two or three sword blades of the old cavalry pattern, high polish, curved, and broad 
towards the point. 

Trifling curiosities, such as new inventions for procuring fire, musical boxes 
lanterns, Ac. * 

The above I believe to be particularly desired by the Ras. 


Recommended in general as objects calculated to please — 

Syrian or Persian matchlocks. 

Scarlet cloth. 

Velvets of all colours. 

Muslins; calicoes, white or printed. 

Carpets, say 12 feet by G, of brilliant colours. 

Razors and large knives, as hunting knives. 

Snuff-boxes of various patterns, of composition, Ac., one silver-gilt. 


Recommended for the Empress— 

One Turkish saddle. 

Floss-silk of various colours. 

Box with perfumery. 

Recommended as a discretionary present for the Chief of Tigrd_ 

Flint muskets, sword blades, one or two percussion guns. 


I recommend the small present for the Empress as one who possesses ore.* 
w.th the Ras and m the country generally; also for the Chief ofTW if 

audThe Ras' 81 ' 4 " P ° W<ir 40 ^ ““ 1 thc mC<liUm ° f communication between the“!Jb 

I would suggest that Her Majesty’s Government, naming a sum, not to be 
that appears to them a reasonable one, should intrust me to use mv exc ® c «ed, 

different purchases, which I shall keep asmuch within thaUim Sf TW ” ^ 
perhaps be advisable for the following reasonspossible, j his would 

-- F - 



















In the glass-ware, I find it difficult to name the exact articles that should be 
purchased, though I could select them. 

Matchlocks, if required, would perhaps be procured more readily in Egypt. 

These, as well as the sword-blades, must be of peculiar patterns to please. 

Many trifling objects might be procured by me at small cost, in the course of these 
purchases, that would be desirable as curiosities, and perhaps more valued than others of 
much higher price. 

Lastly, I would point out that to avoid much risk of damage and breaking, all these 
things should be made into packages that will not require to be opened till they reach 
their destination. With reference to the means of transport, these should not exceed in 
weight 60 to 80 lbs. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 

London , September 20, 1847. 


. No. 15. 

Mr. Addington to Mr. Plowden. 

* 

Dear Sir, Foreign Office , September 16, 1847. 

IN reply to your letter of this day's date I beg leave to inform you that your appoint¬ 
ment has been decided on by Lord Palmerston and that the .elay which has occurred in 
giving effect to it has been occasioned by Lord Palmerston's absence alone. 

His Lordship is expected to return to London on Tuesday next, and I cannot doubt 
that within a short time after that period all the arrangements will be completed to enable 
you to proceed to your post. 

After Lord Palmerston’s return I will make a communication to you as to the salary 
allotted to you as well as other points to which you have called my attention. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) H. U. ADDINGTON. 


No. 16. 

Consul Plowden to Mr. Addington. 

Sir, October 12, 1847. 

WITH reference to my last communication I beg further to mention, that it is 
important for me not to lose the fine season for my journey into Abyssinia. 

As all the necessary preparations here, and in Egypt, Massowah, &c., will occupy 
some time, and my arrival in the latter place should not be later than January (which 
will leave four months before the periodical rains, when the country is impassable); and 
as I should wish to return to the coast before that season, you will excuse my again 
urging that a commencement should be made as soon as practicable. 

1 am the rather induced to press this, by the knowledge that difficulties will gather 
in the way of the proposed negotiations if my absence be prolonged. 

There are two French travellers in Abyssinia who will lose no opportunity of 
weakening my influence with the Ras and other native Chiefs. 

Yours, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


Let him go. 

October 16, 1847. P. 


Mr. Plowden has as yet no instructions. 

I sent a project of instructions to your Lordship for your approval some time ago, 
after your return from Scotland. 

October 18, 1847. H. U. A. 


I will return them. 


P. 
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No. 17. 

Mr. Plowden to Mr. Addington.—(Received November 5.) 

8lr ’ UAVixrn • J c ,, . . November 5, 1847. 

HAVING received no further communication from you, I conclude that Lord Palmer- 

ston is occupied with matters considered of more pressing importance. I have already 
aid before you, as strongly as 1 could venture to do, the reasons that appeared to me 
suggestive of the advisability of despatch in this matter, and pointed out the difficulties 
that might arise from delay. Having done this I can, of course, urge my views no further. 
1 have, however, reason to think that my correspondence with Mr. Beil in Abyssinia has 
been intercepted at Massowah, which naturally renders me more anxious. 

i ou will, perhaps, not consider it unreasonable in me to represent, (understood that 
my appointment, or at least mission in some form to Ras Ali is resolved on) that, in case 
ot further delay which the approaching Parliament and consequent pressure of business 
renders 1 suppose, likely, some pecuniary means, fixed as may be thought proper, are 
absolutely necessary to enable me to remain here. 

\ ou will allow me to mention to you, not as a reason for this, but to shew you that 
it is from necessity that I trouble you, that the cheque for 100/. with which >ou were kind 
enough to furnish me in August having been cashed by my agents, Rickards, Little, 
and Co., and not drawn by me, was lost in their failure. 

1 remain, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 

My present address is No. 9 Park Street, Grosvcnor Square, which I mention to 
prevent miscarriage ot any communication from the Foreign Office. 

W. P. 


No. 18. 

Mr. Johnston to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received November 16.) 

My VaM r A 2, Cu ™ i0T Str "*’ Lincoln's Inn Fields, November 13, 1847. 

, , “ rald ™ e freedom of my remarks upon English policy with respect to Egypt 

Lona h^ S f dy n UrT |^ rdsh, i P \ My excuse, 1 trust, may be my inexperience in the conven- 
K , rJ f pUb,,C and , the Peat desire I had, that my views upon the subject should 

vl. I P ,rt a T rter " here cffect could bc s ivcn to them. My object in troubling 
your Lordship on the present occasion i- to solicit the honour of an interview to uref 

some momentous reasons why Mohamed Ali Pasha should not he allowed to assume the 

M^mvah'^The^ste^h T",*"” 07er the Abyssinian ports in the lied Sea, Suakinand 
rhrnnirU ” Jaf* l f P an account of which appeared in the “Morning 

authoritv of‘ S “ ““I ‘ m,K,rtaUt UDe ' 48 Evolving the recognition of the 
SSteSdlV toTffI? S “! to " ov . erth « yvestern coast of the Bed Sea, and it is calculated 
“ a a -"“ £ to the: native trade carried on under the British flag which has sprung 

up since we occupied Aden, a possession which, until Egypt is ours, must represent the 
keystone of British prosperity in the East. represent ine 

I \ rat,ca i L ° rd> at , different tim<? s during the past century, have possessed 

lsol f ed P 0 *® °" the coa8t of Abyssinia from Kossair to Zanzibar, as that 
Sr/ 0 ™ de f lmed - bu * ie ** only at the present time, instigated no doubt by the 
brench Government and its Consul de Gontin at Massowah, that this deep design of 
turning our respect for the integrity of the Turkish Empire against our own interests 
has been thought of, to diminish our extensive and fast growing influence in the Red 

M ith a map before me, my Lord, a very short interview would put you in possession 

/ aCt8, 7 hl ^ independent of any personal views of my own, woukT I am 
duced to believe, be of service to the interests of my country. 

I have. See. 

(Signed) CHARLES JOHNSTON. 
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No. 19. 

Mr. V low den to the Hon. E. J. Stanley.—(Received November .) 

gj r> November 17, 1847. 

IN sending you the inclosed to lay before Lord Palmerston, I trust that my feeling 
of the importance of these matters may be my excuse, even if the information be 
superfluous. 

I trust that your kind consideration of the circumstances in which I am placed may 
induce you, as soon as convenient, to reply to my letter of the 5th instant, addressed to 
Mr. Addington und forwarded to you. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


Inclosure in No. 19. 

Memorandum respecting Relations between Egypt ond Abyssinia. 

IN the “ Morning Chronicle ” of the 13th, “News from Egypt ” mentions that the 
Pasha has seized upoif the salt mines of Adegrat. This is a most important fact, it true, 
and if not, is at least very probable, and likely to occur ; and as I think the Government 
arc scarcely aware of the full import of it, I take the liberty ot sending these tew 
remarks. 

At the same time I cannot doubt that Captain Haines at Aden, and Mr. Murray in 
Egypt, have furnished every information on the subject, and l trust also grounds lor ener¬ 
getic remonstrance. 

The Salt Mines of Adegrat ” signify a mountain of rock salt, in the district called 
theTaltal country, not far from Massowah, and to the southward, situated about two days 
journey, or sixty to seventy miles, from the sea-coast, and as far from the borders ol the 
Christian Province of Tigris, and that portion of it called Agamce. 

This rock of salt is the sole source that supplies the whole territory occupied by the 
Christian Abyssinians and the Gallas, as far south as Enarca, with that necessary ot life. 

There is a Treaty of long standing with the Taltals (a half Pagan, halt Mussulman, 
race), in virtue of which the Abyssinian caravans pass freely, loaded with the salt cut in 
small blocks, paying a small yearly stipend to the Taltals. At the same time, in case of 
any infringement of the agreement, they maintain on the spot a small army ot about 
2,000 men, and retain the eldest sons of the principal Chiefs of these tribes, as a security 
against treachery. 

The title of the Chief of this force (who also receives the tolls paid by the caravans, 
on entering (lie Christian territory) is Balguddn, and is now borne by Belgud Areya, the 
nephew of Sabagnrdis, with whom the English held friendly intercourse (presents having 
been interchanged by the Governments), and who is the rightful heir to the Throne ot 
Tigre. To this Chief a French Envoy, with presents, was sent last June (as I inti¬ 
mated to Her Majesty’s Government on my arrival), 1 doubt not with reference to the 
present movements. 

Though we have no legal right to protect the Abyssinian traders, yet I believe there 
exists a clause in some Treaty, by which the integrity of the Abyssinian Christian 
dominions, is guaranteed from any invasion of the Mussulman Powers. 

These salt mines being seized, the whole country is thus placed under the influence 
and control of Mehemet Ali, or rather of France, in whose hands he has become an 
agent. The Act is ns unjustifiable as an invasion of the Abyssinian territories 
would be. 

Under our friendly relations with the Turkish Government we could not, or course, 
interfere with any of the actual possessions of the Empire, hut the only claim they have 
to any portion of the mainland on the coast of Africa is an absolute conquest in the 
thirteenth century, long since abandoned, and the Islands of Massowah and Sowakim, 
subsequently obtained by negotiation and purchase. 

What will he the consequences if measures are not adopted at the Court of Con¬ 
stantinople, where alone these intrigues can be met with effect ? 

Abyssinia, whose merchants look to England as their friend, must remain hopelessly 
excluded from all chance of an open commerce w ith Europe or India, whereby alone she 
could attain to that civilization and prosperity to which an intelligent population, a noble 
soil, and salubrious climate entitle her. Mebcmct Ali by this Act has virtually extin* 
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guished the independence of the Naib of Arkeeko, the only Power on the coast with 
whom some commercial arrangement might have been entered into. He has occupied 
the road by w'hich I bad hoped to bring the native caravans into communication with 
us at Amphylla, unshackled by the “onerous duties,” nay, robberies of Turkish Gover¬ 
nors, too blind and too rapacious to see their owm interest in a contrary policy. Not only 
has he completed the monopoly of the gum trade, but he will also profit largely by that 
of mules in demand for ^Mauritius and Bourbon, and under French influence will doubt¬ 
less afford every possible advantage to the latter island, especially with regard to the 
encouragement of emigration from Abyssinia. 

On the first distraction of an European war, the troops of Egypt, on the one side, 
occupying the coast of the Red Sea, on the other, Sennaar, to within ninety miles of 
Gondar, will pour upon the fertile Provinces of Abyssinia, containing wealth yet unknown 
to its possessors, and by superior discipline, they will perhaps succeed in realising one of 
the favourite schemes of their present master, by consolidating his African dominions 
into one vast realm, from Cairo to Enarea, and from the Red Sea to the deserts of Central 
Africa. Overwhelming in their course, the last traces of the Christianity that has alone 
in that quarter of the globe struggled for so many centuries with success against the 
stem domination of the Mahommedan. 

It will not hereafter reflect credit on the British Government if these matters are 
passed over unnoticed. Twenty years since some proposals were made to them, and a 
request almost would then have obtained for us the island of Massowah, from which, at no 
expense, foreign intrigue in that quarter might have been watched, and its machinations 
provided against. A free and open intercourse with Eastern Africa (so long sought for 
in vain) would have been established, and good results to both parties ensured to an 
extent that it would now', perhaps, seem romantic to talk of. Even a few years hack, the 
Turks had little idea of the value of those possessions; but now Mohammed Ali, well 
instructed by French agents of all that may be gained there, has taken a step that if 
allowed to pass unchallenged, for ever bars the prospect of the civilisation of the fairest 
portion of Africa, and the extension of British commerce, hand in hand w ith the noblest 
views of philanthropy. 

Her Majesty’s Government has here an occasion, by a temperate interference, of 
attaching to itself the good-will of the Abyssinian nation, and l will only further repeat, 
what in former letters I have pointed out, that the sole way to increase the trade and 
consumption of our manufactures, is for us to acquire in some way a right to protect the 
persons and property of the Abyssinian traders from undue oppression on the coast. 

It was only in March that Mohammed Ali took possession of Massowah and Sowakin. 
and the energetic measures so soon adopted, may show the importance that is attached 
by some to that quarter of the world. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 

Nov ember 17, 1847- 


No. 20. 

The Hon. E. J . Stanley to the Secretary to the Board of Trade. 

Sir, Foreign Office. November 18, 1847. 

I AM directed by Viscount Palmerston to transmit to you herewith, for the conside¬ 
ration of the Lords of the Committee of Privy Council for trade, a draft of Treaty between 
Her M tjesty and the Emperor of Abyssinia ; and I am to request that you will move 
their Lordships to have the goodness to favour Viscount Palmerston with any observations 
whi(*h may occur to them thereupon. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. J. STANLEY. 


No. 21. 

The Hon. E. J. Stanley to the Queen's Advocate. 

Sir, Foreign Office , November 18, 1847. 

AM directed by Viscount Palmerston to transmit to you herewith, a draft of Treaty 
bet n Her Majesty and the Emperor of Abyssinia; and I am to request that you will 

G 
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take the same into consideration, and favour Viscount Palmerston with jour opinion 
thereupon. 

I am. Ac. 

(Signed) E. J. STANLEY. 


No. 22. 


Questions respecting Mr. Plowden for Lord 
Palmerston's directions. 

IT is presumed that Mr. Plowden must 
have some Commission or other. Is it 
worth while to give him a full power under 
the Sign Manual for negotiating with Abys¬ 
sinia ?—or would it not do to give him a 
Commission as Consul or Consular Agent 
foi Abyssinia ? It would, perhaps, be pre¬ 
ferable if a Consular Commission be given, 
that it should be be made out for Abyssinia 
generally, rather than for Massowah, as to 
which there is some doubt to whom it of 
right belongs. 

2. Will Lord Palmerston say how the 
presents arc to be provided, and to what 
amount ? Mr. Plowden in his Memorandum 
annexed, gives his views as to the nature of 
the presents; but suggests that the selec¬ 
tion of presents should be left to himself, 
a sum of money being assigned for that 
purpose. 'Phis course would in many 
respects be the most convenient, and pro¬ 
bably the most economical; and if Lord 
Palmerston concurs in it the Treasury should 
be asked to issue to Mr. Plowden, for the 
purpose of providing presents, such an 
amount as Lord Palmerston may think 
sufficient. Would not 5001. be enough? 

3. Mr. Plowden’s salary to be for the 
present at the rate of 500/. a-year. 

4. With an allowance for house rent of 
200/. a-year. 

5. And for interpreters, guards, and 
office expenses of 200/. a-year, the same as 
is allowed to Colonel Rose in Syria for the 
same purposes. 

0. Mr. Plowden to be allowed to trade. 

I. Travelling expenses on the public 
service to be allowed from the time he 
arrives at Massowah ? 

8. Is he to be allowed bis travelling ex¬ 
penses from England to Massowah ? 

9. llis salary to commence as usual 
ten days previously to his leaving England ? 

10. To have the usual outfit granted to 
Consuls, namely, one-third of his salary. 

II. All the above allowances to be sub¬ 
ject to revision hereafter. 

E. HAMMOND. 

F. ()., November 19, 1847. 


Lord Palmerston's Answers. 


Let him be Consul for Abyssinia. No 
full power can be necessary in such a case. 


This would be the best course, and pro¬ 
bably 4001. would do. 


Approved. 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Yea. 

Yes. 

P. 


F. O., November 21, 1847. 
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No. 23. 


The Queen's Advocate to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received November 22.) 

My V^ai t v , •*. r ii.-, Doctors' Commons. November 22, 1847. 

th, *; on ® ured wit ^ Lor( M»P s commands signified in Mr. Stanley’s letter of 

the 18th instant, stating that he was directed to transmit to me therewith a draft of a 
reaty between Her Majesty and the Emperor of Abyssinia; and to request that I 

thereupon^ 6 ^ consldera ‘">" afld report to your Lordship my opinion 

In obedience to your Lordship's commands I have taken the draft of the proposed 
Treaty into consideration and have the honour to report that I have taken ia^ to 

t ‘''T 1 ?' onc of ." hich ' that which will be found at the end 

of the IXth Article, appears to he material as hearing upon such of our Treaties with 
other States as contain what is usually termed “themort favoS^d natTon cW ” J 
other respects I see no objection to the proposed Treaty. 1 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) J. DODSON. 


No. 24. 

The Hon. E. J. Stanley to the Secretary to the Treasury. 

Con AM direet £ d b >’ discount Palmerston to request tLt yfu wid'm^lmint't’he^Lords 

thaT\IrTXr 0 p| HC 5 MttJ t St7 . 8 ' re “ SUr ->' that ,lis Lordship considers it to be advisable 
fn.lt ♦ " I 1 P |o 7 cn ; " h “ “about to proceed to Abyssinia as Her Majesty's Consul 
ft r that country, should take with him a moderate amount of presents for the Rider of that 

toTer^VeT WhiC, ‘ th8t Kuk ' r h « d ™ t ™ ted “> Mr. Plowden for deliv^ 

Mr Pl°^t P "l merSt0n , consid ' rs th “‘ the 8Um of 100 l. will be sufficient to enable 
Mr. Plowden to purchase such presents as will he most acceptable to the Ruler of 

Abyssinia; and I am accordingly to request that yon will move the Lords of the Treasury 

la Mr Pfow7 d " eS? H f °fe h * , L h ‘° ls * ue t,lat to Mr. Plowden or his assies. 

man 7‘ f urmsh the , Secretary of State with an account showing in what 

manner the money Iiuh been expended. " 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) E. J. STANLEY. 


No. 25. 


The Hon. A. J. Stanley to Hr. Plowden. 


If hLmIw'.'t hy Vi "°r" t °* t 1,1 

state to you that when you have completed your purchases, you must transmit an account 
there°f, supported by vouchers, to this office, for the information of the Secretary of 


I am, Ac. 

(Signed) E. J. STANLEY. 


No. 26. 

The Hon. E. J. Stanley to the Secretary to the Board of Trade. 

' With _ , Foreign Office, November 24, 184/. 

, r / f °/ en L CC r? my . etter of ^ 18th instant, inclosing, for the consideration 

• -v i»iuieroi,on 10 transmit to you, to be substituted 
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for ,the inclosure in my above-mentioned letter, another draft containing some altera¬ 
tions suggested by Her Majesty’s Advocate-General. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. J. STANLEY. 


No. 27. 

Sir C. Trevelyan to the Hon. E. J. Stanley.—(Received November 26, 1847.) 

Sir, Treasury Chambers , November 25, 1847. 

I AM commanded by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury to 
acquaint you that directions have been given to the Paymaster of Civil Sendees to pay 
the sum of 400/. to Mr. W. Plow den for the purchase of presents for the Ruler of 
Abyssinia, as requested in your letter of the 23rd instant. 

I am, &c. 

* I (Signed) C. E. TREVELYAN. 


No. 28. 

Mr. Johnston to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received November 26.) 

My L rd. 2, Cursitor Street, Chancery I^ane, November 26, 1S47. 

THE inclosed paragraph taken from the “Sun " of this evening (Friday;, is so 
confirmatory of my ideas of Egyptian designs upon the present supremacy of Britain 
in the Red Sea, that I could not resist the temptation of submitting it to your Lord¬ 
ship’s notice. No act of French aggression upon the Turkish dominions on the coast 
of the Mediterranean threatens English commerce so much as does this Mahometan 
encroachment upon the Christian Kingdom of Abyssinia. I have no wish to be trouble¬ 
some, my Lord, and therefore do not require even that this communication be acknow¬ 
ledged, satisfied that the insidious movement of French policy indicated in the 
transactions referred to in the paragraph will not be allowed to triumph at the 
expense of British interests whilst your Lordship directs the course of our foreign 
affairs. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES JOHNSTON. 


Inclosure in No. 28. 

Extract from the “ Sun ’ of November 26, 1847. 

Alexandria , October 26.—The Governor of Massowah lias made an inroad into 
Abyssinia, and has taken possession of the salt minds of Addigred, which he purposes 
administrating in the name of the Egyptian Government. The difference which had 
arisen between the Bedouins of the Hedschas and the Pasha of Dsehidda has been 
amicably arranged. The Bedouin Chief, Scbech Hassan, has agreed to pay to the latter 
a yearly tribute of about 10,000/., in the produce of the Hedscha and Ye mens, such as 
coffee, gum, &c On the other hand, the Pasha of Dsehidda is said to have ordered 
a detachment of troops to the frontier towards Aden, to turn the stream of commerce 
again in the direction of Egypt, a commercial company at Aden having made them¬ 
selves masters of it. 


No. 20. 

Mr. i J lmrden to the Hon. E. J. Stanley.—(Received November 27, 1847.) 

90, Park Street, November 27, 1847. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge your letter of the 23rd instant, and shall, as 
speedily as possible, complete the purchase of the presents for the Ras, to the extent of 
the sum allotted, 400/. 

- / - 
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Referring to my letter of the 21st September, to Mr. Addington, I beg to know if I 
may retain 40/. or 50/. of this sum to be expended in Egypt in matchlocks, without a 
few of which the present will be very incomplete in the eyes of the Ras Ali. They 
cannot be procured in England. 

I would also venture to request (as alluded to in that letter) that a sum, say 100/,, 
should be granted to be laid out (partly here, partly in Egypt), in presents for the 
Empress, the Chief of Tigte, the Ras’s brother, &c., their influence with him being 
necessarily great, for good or evil; the donation of this to be left to my discretion when 
I can learn how and in what position these persons are. 

It would not be advisable to deduct, from the 400/. already granted, for this 
purpose. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 30. 

The Hon. E. J. Stanley to Mr. Plowden . 

Sir, Foreign Office , November 30, 1847. 

I HAVE laid before Viscount Palmerston your letter of the 27th instant, requesting 
to he informed whether you may appropriate about 50/. of the money issued to you, in 
order to enable you to provide presents for Abyssinia, to the purchase of matchlocks in 
Egypt; and also suggesting that, in addition to the sum of 400/. already ordered to be 
issued to you, a further sum of 100/. may be granted to you to enable you to purchase, 
partly in Egypt and partly in England, some presents for the Empress, the Chief of 
Tigrd, and the Ras’s brother. 

1 am to state to you in reply that Lord Palmerston concurs in your laying out 
in matchlocks the sum specified in your letter, and that bis Lordship has sanctioned the 
issue to you, on your departure from England, of the further sum of 100/., for the 
purposes stated in your letter. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. J. STANLEY. 


No. 31. 

Mr. Lefevre to the Hon. E. J. Stanley. 

Office of Committee of Privy Council for Trade, 
® ir * Whitehall, December 24, 1847. 

I AM directed by the Lords of the Committee of Privy Council for Trade to state 
to you, for the information of Viscount Palmerston, that my Lords have had under their 
consideration the amended draft of the proposed Treaty with Abyssinia, and I am to 
request you to communicate to Viscount Palmerston the following remarks of their 
Lordships thereon:— 

With respect to the proposed Article IX, my Lords, haring reference to the 
discussions which took place in 1845, as to the interpretation of the Treaties with Spain 
entertain some doubt as to the exact nature of the obligation which this Article would 
impose upon this country. My Lords would accordingly suggest that, in lieu thereof a 
clause should be inserted placing Abyssinian subjects in this country on the footing of the 
subjects of the most favoured nation; and also placing Abyssinian produce imported into 
this country on the footing of the produce of the most favoured nation 

My arC J\k cw ! s< : opinion that a comprehensive clause should be inserted in 
the draft binding Abyssinia to treat this country in all respects on the footing of the 
most favoured nation. In suggesting this, my Lords are aware that the stipulated 
maximum of import duties in Abyssinia is very moderate, but they conceive it possible 
that other nations might obtain privileges of other kinds in Abyssinia which might unless 
extended to this country also, be inconvenient to British commerce. 

In Article XV, the words at its commencement, “ In like manner.” might be 
advantageously omitted, as they convey the idea that Abyssinian travellers are to have 
m England the same immunity from duty, as to their effects not intended for sale which 
British travellers are to have in Abyssinia. This would be inconsistent with the British 
Customs Laws, under which the effects of travellers are, in various cases, liable to duty, 
although not intended for sale. J 

I am, &c. 

_ (Signed) JOHN LEFEVRE. 

--H“ 
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CONFIDENTIAL. 


Correspondence respecting Abyssinia: 1848—1867. 


COMPLETE SERIES.— Part I (1848-1863). 


1848. 


No. 1. 

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Plow den. 

(No. 1.) 

Sir, Foreign Office , January 3, 1848. 

HER Majesty's Government having decided to appoint a Consular Agent for the 
protection of British trade with Abyssinia, and with the countries adjoining thereto, I 
have to inform you that you have been chosen for that appointment. 

You will, in the first instance, proceed to Massowah, and you will, for a certain time, 
reside either there or on the mainland in its vicinity, in order to acquire correct information 
as to the actual state of trade at Massowah as connected with Abyssinia, and in order 
that you may be able to report to Her Majesty’s Government as to the extent of the rights 
of the Naib of Arkeeko as an independent ruler, and that you may ascertain whether the 
Turkish Government possesses lawful power over the Naib on the mainland as well as in 
the Island of Massowah, and if so, to w hat extent. 

This information is necessary to enable ller Majesty’s Government to determine 
whether the British Consulate shall be permanently established at Massowah or on the 
mainland. If the Naib is dependent on the Turkish Government both on the mainland 
and at Massowah, it may, in that case, be best that the Consul should he stationed at 
Massowah. If, on the other hand, the Turkish right extends to the Island of Massowah 
only, it may be better that the Consul should be stationed on the mainland. 

On this matter, therefore, you will obtain the best information you can, and you will 
report to me fully upon the subject. It is right that I should explain to you that Her 
Majesty’s Government, in establishing a Consulate on the shores of the Red Sen, have no 
intention to seek to gain possession, either by purchase or otherwise, of any portion of 
the African continent in that quarter, nor of any neighbouring island. They merely wish 
to avail themselves of such means as the natural resources of the country, the wants of 
the natives, and the favourable disposition of the Rulers, aided by the protection and 
influence of the British Government, may afford for the encouragement and extension of 
British commerce. 

When you have acquired at Massowah all the information in your power on the 
matters above mentioned, you will proceed to Tigrd with the presents intrusted to you 
for the Has and for some of the princij>al persons at the Court of Abyssinia. You will 
explain to the Ras the cause of the delay which has occurred in sending him an acknow¬ 
ledgment ot the presents which he sent by you, and in replying to his friendly overtures; 
and you will, at your own discretion, choose the proper moment for placing in his hands 
the presents destined for His Highness, and the inclosed letter which, by Her Majesty’s 
commands, I have addressed to him. A copy of that letter is inclosed for your 
information. 

You will assure the Bis of the earnest desire of Her Majesty’s Government to 
maintain the most friendly relations with him and with his country, and you will impress 
upon him that the surest way of maintaining and strengthening such relations will be to 
encourage commercial dealings, which by making the people of the two countries better 
acquainted with each other, will more closely identify their mutual interests. You will 
also point out to him that increased commerce will bring with it increased revenue. 

LT2j B 
















If you should find the Ras disposed to enter into a Treaty of Friendship and 
Commerce with Great Britain, you will propose for his acceptance the Treaty of which a 
draft is herewith inclosed. It has been drawn up purposely in a simple form. 

You will not consider yourself authorized to make any material alterations in this 
draft without the previous sanction of this office. 

The Ras being merely a de facto , and perhaps only a temporary, ruler in Abyssinia, 
the Treaty ought to be drawn up in the name of the Emperor, or in the joint names of 
the Emperor and the Ras, and should be signed by both. 

While you are at Tigr6 or Gondar (if you should think it expedient to proceed to 
the latter place) you will endeavour to acquire all the information within your reach 
respecting the commercial and political state of the country, and as to the present position 
of the Ran. 

You will also inquire into and report upon the present situation, and the probable 
future stability, of the Chiefs, not only of Shoa, but of the other countries and districts 
which are more or less dependent upon or in connection with Abyssinia. And if you 
should believe that any material benefit might be derived from your visiting the capital 
of Shoa, you may proceed thither. 

While you are in Abyssinia you will endeavour to establish friendly relations with 
influential Chiefs of families in the country. 

On your return to Massowah you will place yourself in communication with the Naib 
of Arkeeko; and you will state to him that you are sent to assist in extending British 
commerce with the countries in the interior, and to give efficient protection to that 
commerce. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 1 


Viscount Palmerston to the Ras of Abyssinia. 

Sir, Foreign Office , January 3, 1848. 

CIRCUMSTANCES beyond my control have hitherto prevented me from replying 
to the friendly communication which you intrusted Mr. Walter Plowden to convey to me; 
but the fact of Mr. Plowden returning to Abyssinia w ith a Commission granted to him 
by my Gracious Sovereign Queen Victoria will satisfy your Highness that the British 
Government takes a warm interest in the welfare of Abyssinia, and entertains a true 
feeling of friendship for the illustrious Ruler of that country. 

I doubt not that the communication which Mr. Plowden is authorized to make to you 
of the desire of the British Government to enter into a Treaty with Abyssinia will be 
highly satisfactory to your Highness, and that the proposals which are intrusted to him 
will meet with ready acceptance on the part of your Highness, who will clearly perceive 
the great advantage which Abyssinia will derive from intimate connection with the 
Sovereign of the British Empire, whose dominions extend from the rising to the setting 
sun, and whose fleets are to be met with in every part of the seas which encompass the 
earth. 

I recommend, therefore, with confidence, Mr. Plowden to your Highness’ favour and 
peotection ; and in taking leave of your Highness, I pray that God may preserve you in 
his holy keeping. 

Your faithful friend, 

/The Urge\ (Signed) PALMERSTON, 

\ Signet. / Her Britannic Majesty's Principal Secretary of 

State for foreign Affairs. 

To His Highness the Ras of Tigr^, 

Abyssinia. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 1 


Draft of Treaty between Great Britain and Abyssinia. 

WHEREAS commerce is a source of great wealth and prosperity to all those nations 
who are firmly united in the bonds of reciprocal friendship; and whereas the conclusion 
of a Treaty of Perpetual Amity and Commerce between Abyssinia and Great Britain, 


which has already been desired by their respective Sovereigns, would tend to the mntnal 

r 4 ” 68 ' * nd wbereas il is desirable that the conditions should 
spectneu whereupon the commercial intercourse betwixt th*» „ u n • 

conducted. Now it is hereby declared, done, ami agreX foliowl ' 8b ° Uld * 

ARTICLE I. 

. .4 firm > free > lasting friendship shall subsist between His Majesty of Abyssinia 
and his successors on the one part, and Her Most Gracious Majesty Victoria CW„ J. h “ 
Umted Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and her suceS, onfhe ot^c? 

ARTICLE II. 

For the purpose of preserving and strengthening the friendly relations snbsistimr 

moreTanv 6 W0 K ,mt T 8 ’ I* Abyssinia and his suc^2rrZn Jc“ anI 

protect any Ambassador, Envoy, or Consul whom Her Britannic Majesty or her sucocs 

ARTICLE III. 

—*32 * firaEttSS 

ARTICLE IV. 

ami ^£*3* ° f A r Vssinia en W s to grant to the subjects of Her Britannic Majesty 
and to the produce and commerce of her dominions, all favours, privileges advaXe^ 

ZZr whMduties imposts, or charges, or in’a’ny otw ’resp't wS 

ARTICLE V. 

Maiestv a? C ‘- Ut - V of 5 f i )r cvcr ^ 100 ttnd no more, may be levied and received by His 

r C TZ U ?°? «°" d8 *» d merchandize imported by 

beyond. J h K,n S dom of Abyssinia, for sale either therein or in the countries 

ARTICLE VI. 

100, either in kind or m specie, at the option of the merchant. J 

ARTICLE VII. 

be aSli^to r° rt d fV hM l ! aVC becn dul ^ P aid - tlle importing merchant shall 
Abvasinia itfhnn? ^ °* ,,s ffoods at place or places within the territories of 

other country or place without any licence being required for {he removal of the sun? 

ARTICLE VIII. 

ARTICLE IX 



of the most favoured nation, and no higher or other duties shall be imposed on the 
importation into the United Kingdom of goods, the produce of Abyssinia, than are or 
shall be payable upon the like goods the produce of any other foreign country imported 
in the like manner. 

ARTICLE X. 

A commercial intercourse shall be allowed and encouraged betwixt the subjects of 
Abyssinia and of the countries beyond that Kingdom, on the one hand, and the subjects 
of Great Britain, on the other. 

ARTICLE XL 

In order to increase and promote commerce between Abyssinia and Great Britain, 
His Majesty of Abyssinia and his successors shall encourage merchants of all nations to 
bring the produce of the interior of Africa into the dominions of Abyssinia. 

ARTICLE XII. 

With a like view Her Britannic Majesty and her successors will protect British 
merchants in importing into Abyssinia such articles as may be needed therein. 

ARTICLE XIII. 

For the better security of merchants and their property, His Majesty of Abyssinia, 
and his successors, and Her Britannic Majesty, und her successors, will respectively, to 
the best of their power, endeavour to keep open and to secure the avenues of approach 
betwixt the sea-coast and Abyssinia. 

ARTICLE XIV. 

With a view to promote and encourage reciprocal intercourse between the subjects 
of the two nations respectively, His Majesty of Abyssinia engages for himself and his 
successors that no hindrance or molestation shall be offered to British travellers, whether 
residing within the territories of Abyssinia, or passing through them, for the purpose of 
visiting the countries beyond, but such travellers shall be protected both as to their 
persons and as to their property. 

ARTICLE XV. 

The effects belonging to such travellers, and not intended for sale, shall not be liable 
to duty of any sort, and shall in every respect be held to be their personal property, and 
to be inviolable. 

ARTICLE XVI. 

The subjects of His Majesty of Abyssinia shall meet with no hindrance or obstruction 
whilst residing in any part of the dominions of Her Britannic Majesty, and shall not be 
prevented from proceeding beyond those dominions at their pleasure. 

ARTICLE XVII. 

His Majesty of Abyssinia agrees that in all eases when a British subject shall be 
accused of any crime committed in any part of His Majesty’s dominions, the person 
so accused shall he tried and adjudged by the British Consul or other officer duly appointed 
for that purpose by Her Britannic Majesty ; and in all cases where disputes or differences 
shall arise between British subjects, or between British subjects and the subjects of His 
Majesty of Abyssinia, or between British subjects and the subjects of any other foreign 
Power, within the dominions of His Majesty of Abyssinia, Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul 
or other duly appointed officer shall have power to hear and decide the same without any 
interference, molestation or hindrance, on the part of any authority of Abyssinia, either 
before, during, or after the litigation. 

ARTICLE XVItl. 

If any British subject shall die in the territories of His Majesty of Abyssinia, the 
British Consul or, in his absence, his Representative, shall have the right to take charge 
of the papers and property of the deceased, for the benefit of his lawful heirs or creditors, 
without any interference on the part of the Abyssinian authorities. 
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ARTICLE XIX. 

Finally it is agreed that upon a strict observance of all the foregoing articles and 
conditions shall depend the continuance of a lasting and permanent friendshin between 
the Contracting Sovereigns. p 


No. 2. 

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Plowden. 

(No. 1. Consular.) 

^ T ur n , . , 1 , Foreign Office^ January 3, 1848. 

1 HE Queen having been graciously pleased to appoint you to be Her Majesty’s 
Consul m Abyssinia, I inclose to you herewith Her Majesty’s Commission to that effect 
I also inclose a set ot general instructions prepared for the use of Her Majesty’s 
Consuls abroad -*> and I havet to desire that you will lose no time in making yourself 
com ersant with the details of the Consular service, and with the nature and extent of 
your duties- I o this end you will give particular attention to the accompanying Circular 
despatches dated the 30th of September, 1833, the 1st of October, 1836, mid the 1st of 
August, 184-, which relate to the general instructions above-mentioned. 

i ou will be punctual in forwarding to this Department such of the Returns required 
from you as you may have an opportunity of furnishing from the place of your residence • 
and you will collect and transmit to me any further useful information relating to commerce 
and navigation, and any other branch of statistics. 

\ ou will1 receive a salary of 500/. a year, to commence ten days before the day of your 

but b vou a wiH n ,mI HZ, IKTmisslon is - ivcn t0 ? ou t0 * n S«ge in mercantile pursuits; 

but }ou will not be entitled to any pension or superannuation allowance on the ter urination 
of your services in Abyssinia. 

I am, Sic. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 


Inclosure in No. 2. 

Royal Commission to Mr. Plowden. 

< US >™, ,CT ° BIA R ’ November 21, 1847. 

, , ,,V,c’ V " rac , < : ? f fio<1 > Q ue en of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
come^Teetingf 6 " 1 ^’ ° f * U> F<Uth ’ &C ' T ° a11 nnd sin S ular to whom those presents shall 

,/" h f re ff 'j e * ia . ve thought it necessary for the encouragement of Our subjects 
trading to the dominions of the Emperor of Abyssinia, to appoint a Consul to take rare 

..ix*” ° f °“ r T. * ubj J ecU > and t0 aid and them in all their lawful and 

, ,,, te concern*, and to endeavour to procure for them that justice and equity which 
j ■ C a S r eeable to the friendship am! good correspondence'subsisting between Our 
dominions and those of the Emperor of Abyssinia : ° 

know ye that Wc, reposing especial trust and confidence in the discretion and 
faithfulness of Our trusty and well-beloved Walter Charles Metcalfe Plowden Esouire 
have nommated, const'tuted, and appointed, and do by these presents nominate, consti’ 
tute and appoint him the said Walter Charles Metcalfe Plowden to be Our Consul in 
Abyssima, hereby giving and granting unto him full power and authority by nil lawful 
means to aid and protect Our merchants and others Our subjects, trading or that shall 
trade to or reside withm the said dominions, and also to appoint Vice-Consuls at such 
ports and places in the said dominions as may be necessary for the further protection of 
ur said subjects; to have and to hold the said office during Our pleasure, in as full and 
mple a manner as the Consuls of other nations resident or to be resident in the said 
dominions shai or may hold and enjoy their employments: 

, , nd V ® do }" fJncndly manner desire the Emperor of Abyssinia to receive and 
f d h ‘. n ‘ t , hu “'d Walter Charles Metcalfe Plowden for Our Consul as aforaraid and 
h^m^nd't^ ^ lc C" c onsuls whom he shall appoint, and upon all reasonable requests to do 
tl,p f d i L Cn ‘ t m J^ tlce > nml atford him and them that assistance, which may testify 

of ... - - ■“ *• <“ v? 

• Printed volume, supplied to all Consuls on their appointment. 

._ ~_ ' _c 





6 


And We do hereby strictly enjoin and require all Our subjects to take due notice of 
this Our Commission, and yield obedience thereto. 

Given at Our Court at Buckingham Palace the twenty-first day of November, one 
thousand eight hundred and forty-seven, in the eleventh year of Our reign. 

By Her Majesty’s command. 

(Countersigned) Palmerston. 


No. 3. 

Viscount Palmerston to Consul Ploroden, 

(No. 2. Consular.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, January 3, I84S. 

I HAVE to acquaint you that an outfit of 170/. has been assigned to you on your 
appointment as Her Majesty’s Consul in Abyssinia ; and I have to desire that you will 
report to me the date of your embarkation for your post. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 


No. 4. 

Viscount Palmerston to Consul Plowden. 

(No. 3. Consular.) 

8ir, Foreign Office , January 3, 1848. 

HER Majesty’s Government are willing, in addition to the outfit already assigned to 
you, to grant you the expense of your journey from England to Massowah ; and I have 
accordingly to authorize you to draw bills at thirty days after sight upon the Lords 
Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury for the amount of your travelling expenses, 
which you will confine within the narrowest limits, and an account of which you will 
forward to me for approval when you send to me your letter of advice of the draft on the 
Treasury. 

You will also annex a copy of your account of travelling expenses to the account 
current which you are required by the 5th paragraph of the General Instructions to 
render to the Treasury on the 31st of December of each year. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 


No. 5. 

Viscount Palmerston to Consul Plowden. 

(No. 4. Consular.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, January 3, 1848. 

I HAVE to acquaint you that an allowance of 200/. a-year will be made to you for 
house rent, and that a further allowance of 200/. a-year will be granted to you to enable 
you to provide the attendants necessary to an official establishment in the East. 

These allowances are to commence on the day of your arrival at Massowah, and 
you are at liberty to draw for the same on the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s 
Treasury in quarterly bills on the 31st March, 30th June, 30th September, and 31st 
December of each year, which bills must appear as items of charge in your annual 
accounts current with their Lordships. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 


No. 6. 

Viscount Palmerston to the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury. 

My Lord,^ Foreign Office, January 3, 1848. 

THE Queen having been graciously pleased to appoint Walter Plowden, Esq., to be 
Her Majesty’s Consul in Abyssinia with a salary of 500/. a-year, 1 have to request that 
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your Lordships will issue to Mr. Plowden, or his assigns R „«k . - 

time become due to him. ^ ' h 8ums M ma J from time to 

Mr. Plowden will be allowed to trade, and his name will theref™-* k* j • 
the List No. 1 of Consuls who do not contribute towards the Sunemnnn *• e ’ n8 ® rt€( ^ ln 
. I have further to reouest that your Lonlsh 
ussigns, the sum of 170/. winch has been allowed to him by wav of outfit. ’ * * 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 


No. 7. 

(No 2 ) Viscount Palmerston to Consul Plowden. 

liras 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. • 


No. 8. 

(No. 6. Consular) Pttlmer ‘ lon to <*** 

Sir, w 

detailed statements of those eipen^es. ’ * "‘ th y ° Ur account 

I am, &c. 

__ (Signed) PALMERSTON. 

No. 9. 

(No. 6. Consular ) Palmtr8ton to Cnr “ ul P^de*. 

Sir, ' _ . 

assuming that the, are of a ***" t0 Caut “”‘ *«“ «t 

I am, &c. 

PALMERSTON. 


No. 10. 

glo. 7. Consular) Palmerttm to Ca ™‘ 

upon Her Majesty Consuls in the Ottoman territorii; 5R terete talmUt" 

* P*ge X. 








copies of the Capitulations and Articles of Peace between Great Britain and the Porte, 
of an Act of the Sublime Porte granting to English vessels the privileges of commerce 
in the Black Sea, and of the Treaty of Peace between this country and Turkey concluded 
in 1809, in which will be found recorded important privileges which are secured to British 
subjects and to the British trade within and passing through the dominions of the Porte.* 
I also inclose a copy of the Convention of 18118 between Great Britain and Turkey.f 
In the draft of Treaty which you are provisionally instructed by my despatch No. 1 
to propose to the Abyssinian Government, a clause has been inserted which, if agreed to, 
will confer upon Her Majesty’s Consuls exclusive jurisdiction over British subjects in 
Abyssinia : but the powers thus granted by Treaty will not be sufficient to enable you 
to exercise such jurisdiction, unless Her Majesty shall issue an Order in Council applying 
to Abyssinia the provisions of the Foreign Jurisdiction Act, and such an Order cannot be 
issued until the Treaty is concluded and ratified. In the meantime it may be convenient 
that you should know what power of jurisdiction you may eventually be called upon to 
exercise, and I therefore inclose the Act of Parliament in question} and various other 
papers relating to Consular jurisdiction in the Levant.$ 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 


No. 11. 

Consul Plowden to Mr. Addington.—(Received January 7.) 

gir January 7, 1848. 

IN proceeding to my destination at Massowah I shall necessarily have to carry with 
me a considerable quantity of baggage as presents to the Has, &c., with reference to 
which I beg to call your attention to the following points:— 

1, That a request be made to the Pasha of Egypt, through the Honourable 
Mr. Murray, that my baggage be permitted to land unopened at Alexandria, and subse¬ 
quently at Massowah; many things may otherwise be injured or broken. 

2. An order to the Directors of the Peninsular and Oriental Company to receive the 
said baggage on board their steamer, including fifty canisters of gunpowder. 

Also I would request that the Political Agent at Aden be instructed to send a man- 
of-war to Massowah from time to time, say four or five times a-year, or as often as he 
conveniently may ; which will greatly add to my influence with the Powers on the coast. 

I beg to mention that 1 shall be ready to start by the first steamer in February. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 12. 

Mr. Addington to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 

gj r Foreign Office, January 1 l, 1848. 

MR. WALTER PLOWDEN being about to proceed from Southampton to Aden 
by the Oriental Company’s Steam-Packet, appointed to carry the mails of the morning of 
the 3rd of February, and Mr. Plowden being in the employment of this Department, I 
am directed by Viscount Palmerston to request that you will move the Lords Commis¬ 
sioners of the Admiralty to give directions that Mr. Plowden be accommodated with a 
passage, as a Government Officer, at the reduced rate. 

Mr. Plowden, however, will remain in Egypt for a fortnight, and will only proceed 
from Suez to Aden by the packet appointed to carry the mails of the 19th of February. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) H. U. ADDINGTON. 


• Hertslet’s Treatie«, vol. ii. pp. 346, 371; vol. v, pp. 499, 500; vol. vii, p. 1021. 
t Ibid, vol. v, p. 506. 

X Ibid, vol. v, p. 503. 

\ State Papers, vol. xxxi, p. 1022; vol. xxxii, pp. 846, 853; voL. xxxv, 1139. 
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No. 13. 

Mr. Addington to Mr. O. C. Lewis 

(Confidential.) 

principal Kndia ^ request that the 

quence in the estimation of the Native Chiefs of that and 0^7’ that C0Me ' 

I am, &c. 

_ (Signed) H. U. ADDINGTON. 


No. 13*. 

(No , 6) l itcount Palmerston to Lord Cowley. 

My Lord, r 

relations with the Ruler of that country ende( “™ enter into commercial 

rel£C *^ hMbeen 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 


No. 14. 

The Secretary to the Admiralty to Mr. Addington—{Received January 14 ) 

Sir, 

orderK 

leave Southampton on the 3rd of February andstating ^Uiat ^ C ° nt , 1 J act P? cket "bich will 
a fortnight, and will only proceed from gJez to Aden^v^l ™ T rema ? n in *>r 
the mails of the 19th of February I am command ,i i 10 packet appointed to convey 
Admiralty to acquaint you for the informer inn L « r ? 8 Commissioners of the 

have been given to the Comptroller of Victualling amr ^an^I^S! 0 ^ ^ directiona 
necessary arrangements accordingly. ° Transport Services to make the 

I am, &c 

(Signed) H. G. WARD. 


• No. i. 
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No. 15. 

Mr. Waterfield to Mr. Hammond.—{Received January 15.) 

(Private.) 

My dear Hammond, India Board, January 15, 1848- 

WITH regard to Abyssinia, it is proposed to communicate to the Court of Directors 
no papers, but simply to tell them of the fact of the appointment of the Consul, and to 
request that instructions may be given for assistance from Aden, and the occasional visits 
of a vessel of war, which visits you may be sure will be very occasional, as the British 
force in the Red 8ea is but small. Does Lord Palmerston object to the appointment being 
thus made public ? If so, a letter to the same effect must be written by the Secret 
Committee to Aden, instead of the Board writing to the Court. It seems to me, however, 
that there are great objections to the appointment being considered a secret matter. Can 
you give me Lord Palmerston’s or Mr. Addington’s opinion on this point? 

Ever yours truly, 

(Signed) T. N. WATERFIELD. 


Minute. 

I see no reason for secrecy. The appointment was in the Estimates of this year. 

P. 


No. 16. 

Extract from the London Gazette, January 21, 1648. 

Foreign Office, January 21, 1848. 

THE Queen has been graciously pleased to appoint Walter Charles Metcalfe 
Plowden, Esq., to be Her Majesty’s Consul in Abyssinia. 


No. 17. 

The Secretary to the Admiralty to Mr. Addington.—(Received January 22.) 

Sir, Admiralty, January 18, 1848. 

WITH reference to former correspondence respecting the passage of Mr. Walter 
Plowden from Southampton to Aden by the contract mail steam-packet, I am commanded 
by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to request that you will move Lord 
Palmerston to inform ray Lords whether the amount of passage-money is to be recovered 
from your Department. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) H. G. WARD. 


No. 18. 

Consul Plowden to Mr. Addington.—(Received January 25.) 

Sir, London , January 24, 1848. 

1 HAVE the honour to submit, for the approbation of Viscount Palmerston my 
account of the expenditure of the sum of 400/., granted by Her Majesty’s Government 
for the purchase of presents for the ruler of Abyssinia, with the corresponding vouchers. 

The expense attending the shipment of these presents to Aden I shall now pay, and 
carry hereafter to the head of my travelling allowances, under which it would have 
auneared had I taken them with me through Egypt. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 
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lnclosure in No. 18. 


Dr. 


Walter Plowden in account with Her Majesty’s Government. 


Cr. 



1 



i 

I 

Date. 



Date. 




i 

1847 


£ «. 

1847 


Dec. 2 

To a Treasury order on the Bank of 



i 


England . 

400 0 € 

30 

2 




Dec. 1 

3 




1 

4 




2 

5 




4 

6 



4 

7 




6 

8 




6 

9 




6 

10 




7 

11 




20 

12 




21 

13 




21 

14 




21 

15 




27 

16 




1H48 





Jan. 1 

17 




1 

18 




2 

19 




3 

20 




4 

21 




& 

22 




8 

23 




10 

24 




10 

23 




10 

26 




11 

27 




12 

28 




12 

29 




12 

30 




12 

31 




13 

32 




14 

33 




13 

34 




18 

35 




19 

26 




20 

37 




20 

38 




22 

39 




22 

40 




22 

41 




22 

42 




22 

43 




22 

44 




22 

43 

! 






By purchase of 2 dark lanterns 

Bwhn tfimm 

Wa* fuaeea 

Snuff-boxea, tinder, Ac. 
Musical-box and accordions 
Remnants of (ilk and velvet 
Two whiatlea 
Velvets, Ac. 

Calicoe, Ac. 

Ditto 

Velvets and scarlet doth 
Gilt lanterns .. 
Glass-cloth, damasks, Ac. 
Electro-silver ornament 
Scarlet twills 

Gilt snuff-box and amber beads 

Mounting silver ornament . 
Raxors .. 

Floss silk . 

Chess-board 
Armlet and ring ., 
Telescopes 

Carpets ,. .. 

Cutlery 

Glassware . 

Snuff-boxes, sllumettes, Ac. 
Tools .. 

Dirk 

Matchlock-case 
Carbuncle ring .. 

Velvet and red doth 
Gold leather ,, 

German hone 
Rosewood dressing-case 
Fire-arms . ,, 

Looking-glasses 
Pistols .. 

Magnets and burning-glaas 
Packing-esse .. 

Repairing musical snuff-box 
Patent blowers ,, 

Snuff-boxes ,, 

Tumblers and acent-bottlca, fo 
case 

Stamp receipt for Treasury 
Sundry expenses .. 


£ *- d. 


0 10 
1 1& 
0 13 

1 0 
4 16 
3 19 
0 10 

25 17 
3 2 

2 3 
41 4 

1 11 
27 8 

3 3 
0 17 
3 0 


0 

0 


0 10 
3 17 
8 0 
2 0 
2 10 

8 13 
18 1 
60 0 
33 12 

0 12 
3 6 

3 0 
2 12 
5 0 

9 5 
1 0 
0 7 
2 13 

78 10 

4 11 
10 18 

1 12 
0 17 
0 110 
0 18 0 
1 12 0 


9 2 0 
0 5 0 
0 5 5 


400 0 0 


London, January 24, 1848. 


(Signed) 


WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 19. 


Air. Bidu ell to Consul Plowden. 

(No 8. Consular.) 

I AM directed by Viscount Palmerston to acquaint^you^hat^m^Lords’Comniis- 
sioncrs of the Admiralty have stated to this Department that they have given directions 
to the Comptroller of Victualling and Transport Service, to secure you a for 

Egypt and Aden in the contract packet which sails from Southampton on^Srd of 
February, at the reduced rate as a Government officer. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) JOHN BIDWELL. 



























12 


No. 20. 

Mr. Addington to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 

Sir, Foreign Office, January 25, 1848. 

IN reply to your letter of the 18th instant,* I am directed by Viscount Palmerston 
to state to you, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty that 
the expense of Mr. Plowden’s passage on board the contract packets from Southampton 
to Aden will be defrayed by Her Majesty’s Government. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) H. U. ADDINGTON. 


No. 21. 

Mr. G. C. Lewis to Mr. Addington.—(Received January 29.) 

Sir, r India Board , January 29, 1848. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 12th instant,! respecting the appointment of a 
British Consul in Abyssinia, I am directed by the Commissioners for the Affairs of India 
to transmit to you, for the information of Viscount Palmerston, a copy of a letter which 
was addressed to the Court of Directors of the East India Company, by order of this 
Board, and also a copy of a despatch which, in compliance with the wishes of Her Majesty’s 
Government, the Court will send to the Governor in Council at Bombay, that being the 
Presidency to which the Company’s principal officer at Aden is immediately subordinate. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) G. CORNEWALL LEWIS. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 21. 

Mr. G. C. Lewis to Mr. MelvilL 

Sir, India Board , January 20, 1848. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for the Affcirs of India to acquaint you, for the 
information of the Court of Directors of the East India Company, that the Queen has 
been pleased to appoint Mr. Walter Plowden to be the British Consul in Abyssinia. 

In communicating this appointment to the Board, Her Majesty's Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs has requested that the Company’s Principal Agent at Aden may be 
instructed to afford to Mr. Plowden at all times such assistance as he may require for the 
due execution of the duties entrusted to him; and Viscount Palmerston has also expressed 
an opinion that it is very desirable that a vessel of the Indian navy should occasionally 
be despatched to Massowah for the purpose of communicating with Mr. Plowden, or, if he 
should be in the interior of the country, of giving him that consequence in the estimation 
of the Native Chiefs which the presence of a British ship of war cannot fail to confer 
upon him. 

The Board will be happy to receive from the Court at their earliest convenience the 
draft of such instructions as may appear to be proper in furtherance of the views of Her 
Majesty’s Government. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) G. CORNEWALL LEWIS. 



/ 


• No. 17. 


f No. 13. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 21. 

Draft Paragraphs proposed by the Court of Directors of the East India Company to be sent 

to their Presidency at Bombay. 

1. WE transmit a number in the packet of a letter which has been addressed to our 
Secretary by the Secretary to the Commissioners for the Affairs of India, notifying the 
appointment of Mr. Walter Plowden to be Her Majesty’s Consul in Abyssinia, and we 
direct that instructions conformable to the request made in the second paragraph of the 
letter be addressed to the British Representative at Aden. 

2. You will further observe tbe wish expressed by Viscount Palmerston respecting 
the occasional despatch of a vessel of the Indian navy to Massowah, and it is our desire 
that this wish be complied with so far as is compatible with the exigencies of the public 
service. 


No. 22. 

Consul Plowden to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received January 31.) 

(No. 1.) 

My Lord, London, January 26, 1848. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch of the 
3rd January,* containing instructions relative to my appointment as Her Majesty’s Consul 
in Abyssinia, to all of which I shall carefully attend. 

Also the inclosures, being the draft of a Treaty of Commerce to be entered into 
with the King of Abyssinia, and a letter addressed to His Highness the Ras of Abyssinia, 
with a copy for my information. 

I also beg to acknowledge your despatch dated the 4th January,! instructing me to 
send all despatches under cover to Mr. Murray, Consul-General in Egypt, open for his 
perusal, which shall be duly attended to. 

Hoping that I may be able to carry out successfully your Lordship’s views, I 
have, &c. 

Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 23. 

Viscount Palmerston to Consul Plowden. 

(No. 3.) 

Sir, Foreign Office , January 31, 1848. 

I INCLOSE, for your information, a copy of the instruction which has been given 
by the Court of Directors of the East India Company to the Government of Bombay,! 
relative to your appointment as Her Majesty’s Consul for Abyssinia. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 


No. 24. 

Consul Plowden to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received February 2.) 

(No. 2.) 

My Lord, London , February 1, 1848. 

I BEG to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch No. 3,§ dated 
31st January, inclosing copies of correspondence with the Court of Directors, and their 
despatch to the Bombay Government relative to my appointment. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


* &*<>• 1. +’ No. 7. X Inclofure 2 io No. 21. § No. 23. 

_____E 
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No. 25. 

Consul Plotrden to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received February 2.) 

(No. I. Consular.) . i 

My Lord, London , February l, 1848. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the under-mentioned Consular 

despatches:— ..... 

No. 1, dated January 3, 1848, inclosing my Commission as Consul in Abyssinia, and 

a set of General Instructions.* 

No. 2, dated January 3, 1848, assigning me an outfit of 170/.+ 

No. 3, authorizing me to draw upon Her Majesty’s Treasury for the amount of my 
travelling expenses from England to Massowah. f 

No. 4, dated January 3, 1848, granting allowances for house rent and official 

establishments 

No. 5, authorizing me to draw on Her Majesty’s Treasury for my travelling expenses 
in Abyssinia .\ 

No. 6, mentioning that my allowances arc subject to revision 4 

No. 7, inclosing various Treaties and Acts of Parliament for my information. $ 

I shall give my earnest attention to the instructions with which I am furnished, and 
beg to state that I embark for my post on the 3rd February, from Southampton. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 20. 

Consul Plowden to Mr. Bidwell.—(Received February 2.) 

(No. 2. Consular.) _ 

gj r London , February 1, 1848. 

I BEG to acknowledge the receipt of your Consular despatch No. 8, dated 
25th January, 1848,$ acquainting me that instructions have been given to secure me a 
..ussa-'e for Egypt and Aden, in the packet that sails from Southampton on the 3rd ot 
February, at the reduced rate; and I beg to state that I shall accordingly sail on that 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 27. 

Consul Plowden to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received March 13.) 

MvLord C ° D8Ular ' ) Alexandria, February 28, 1848. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that I have drawn a bill on Her Majesty's 
Treasury for 100/., on account of my travelling expenses from England to Massowah, as 
authorized by your Lordship. A detailed account of my expenditure will be furnished on 

my arrival at Massowah., 

J I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 28. 

Dr. Beke to Viscount Palmerston,—(Received March 25.) 

Mv Lord 6, St. Mildred's Court , March 25, 1848. 

7 IN the present state of political affairs, it is not too much to anticipate that the 
peace of the world may soon be disturbed; and should rt unfortunately happen tin. 
aggressive measures are adopted by the Frencn nation, »t may not unreasonably £ 
conjectured that, as on the occasion of the former Revolutton, the favounte scheme of the 

occupation of Egypt will be decided on. . . - r ,. . 

In such ft cue it would be incumbent on England to interfere ; for which purpose 

f Page 6. * P»g« 7. % H- 


• Page 5. 
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operations would doubtless be commenced both from home and from India. And in the 
existing state of affairs it is most probable that the greater portion of the forces employed 
would be drawn from that more distant portion of Her Majesty’s dominions. 

It is to meet this latter case that I would beg permission to lay before your Lordship 
the following observations: — 

It will be assumed that a French army is thrown into Egypt, and that orders are in 
consequence immediately despatched to Aden and Bombay for a large British force to be 
embarked for the former conntry. 

For the well-being and efficiency of an army, the Commissariat is of the first 
importance; and it is precisely in this department that troops moving from India to 
Egypt wouM be most deficient. As the whole distance is by sea, and the voyage neces¬ 
sarily occupies three weeks at the least, even with the aid of steam, the procuring of 
provisions for the troops during the passage alone is a matter of no trifling import 
Aden, though about half-way, is quite unable to render assistance, since it labours under 
difficulties as regards its own supplies, and actually imports its vegetables from Bombay, 
a distance of 1,700 miles. Further, on the arrival of the British troops in Egypt, whether 
the point of debarkatiou be Cosseir or Suez, it is out of the Question to think of their 
meeting with supplies there. On the contrary, it is by moans alone of those brought on 
with them by sea that they will be enabled to cross the desert. And even when in Egypt 
it may be doubted whether a British army would be able to victual itself there; at all 
events it would be dangerous to depend absolutely on its doing so. 

Under these circumstances I beg to submit to your Lordship that the country of 
Abyssinia in Eastern Africa, extending from about 10° to IG° of north latitude, presents 
facilities for obtaining the desired supplies, in sufficient quantities, on moderate terms, 
and with a considerable saving of time and avoidance of risk and uncertainty. 

This country consists of the northernmost portion of the extensive table-land of 
Eastern Africa, which skirts the shores of the Indian Ocean and the Red Sea. The 
greatest general elevation of the highland is along its eastern or seaward edge, where it 
may be estimated at about 8,000 feet, and from thence it slopes gently westward towards 
the interior of the Continent and the valley of the Nile. In the most general way, this 
tableland of Eastern Africa may he compared, hut conversely, to that of Southern India, 
of which the Western Ghauts rise abruptly along the Malabar coast, and thence fall 
gradually towards the Coast of Coromandel. 

The distance of the seaward edge of the tableland of Eastern Africa may he roughly 
stated at from 200 to 300 miles from the Indian Ocean, a low desert country inhabited 
by wild nomadic tribes intervening; but to the north of the Straits of Babclmaudeb this 
distance gradually becomes less, the edge of the highland approaching the sea, till in 
about 16° north latitude, in the neighbourhood of the port of Massowah, the distance 
between the two does not exceed 40 miles; indeed, from the ancient port of Adulis in 
Annesley Bay, to the extreme edge of the tableland in about 15° north latitude, the 
distance is under 30 miles. 

From Massowah to Suez by sea is about 960 miles, and to Aden about 300 miles 
only. From Aden to Bomlay is about 1,700 more. Thus, while the whole distance from 
Bombay to Suez is 3,050 miles, that from Bombay to Massowah is 2,090; so that the 
latter place is situate at more than two-thirds of the entire distance that the British forces 
would have to be transported by sea. Consequently, no question can exist as to the 
advantages which this locality presents for the obtaining of supplies, provided only that 
Abyssinia, of which Massowah is the principal port, is in a condition to afford them. 

Living animals arc those supplies with respect to which a saving of time and distance 
in the conveyance by sea is of paramount importance. And the live stock principally 
required by a British army will be mules for the transport of artillery munitions and 
baggage, and horned cattle for victualling the troops. 

And first as regards mules, the superiority of which animals for the transport of 
artillery, &c., is too well known to require comment. There can be no question as to 
the capability of Abyssinia to supply these animals by the way of Massowah, inasmuch as 
for several years past both English and French merchant-vessels have been in the habit 
of frequenting that port for the purpose of purchasing mules for the use of the Islands 
of Mauritius aud Bourbon. 

r lhe average price of these animals at Massowah is estimated at 15 Austrian Conven¬ 
tion dollars of ihe year 1780, or about 31. 3s. sterling each. On the edge of the table¬ 
land above Massowah they might probably be collected at a somewhat lower price. 

Next as regards horned cattle. The fact attested by all travellers in Abyssinia that 
the favourite food of the natives is raw beef eaten warm from the freshly-slaughtered 
ox, is sufficient to establish the plentiful existence in that country oi tnc anim als in 













question. Indeed, Abyssinia is an agricultural country, producing grain of all descrin- 
ions, as well as grass m abundance, and oxen are employed in the plough as well at 
forming the chief animal food of the inhabitants. P ^ ' 88 611 M 

fron, P rTll° f ^ ™ the bi * h ,and above Massowah may be estimated at 

atTom • fo ^ Ml ”? 2U S,Crli " S ° aCl ’ f0r 0Xen • "hilecows may bohad 

at Irora 2 to 3 dollars, or from 8». id. to 1 Ut. Gd. sterling each. 

than u .sterling ea'h^' an ' maLs fiheep and goaU might ^ P rwured probably not more 

Tu!.! 8 " "iV* 8 he «.(tatter), ns well as wheat, barley, oats, and other sorts of 
gran Ihesc articles are, however, not of so much importance, since they could ho 
read.ly obtained in India, and might he laden in the same vessels that served for the 

convov^l l° f h ° r° pS; i wh ,T a8 ', on the contrar J> the Hve stock would have to be 
V - Ch employed for the express purpose. But it may be right to mention 
that in Alnssmia good hard wheat does not cost more than equal to from 3 * to 5s 

sterling per quarter, and barley from Is. (>d. to sterling per quarter. 

f vJuV°i r ” cthod f« be adopted for obtaining the required supplies from Abyssinia, 

I venture to make the following suggestions. ^ * 

In the event of a French army landing at Alexandria, immediate intelligence of its 

arrival would, of course, be dispatched from Suez to Aden and Bombay. The steam 
vessel bearing this intelligence would reach Aden in about eight days, and Bombay is 
from ten to twelve days more, being near upon three weeks on the whole. A like time 
would doubtless be requisite for the embarkation and departure of the troops and their 
passage to Suez would occupy at least three weeks more. This makes a total of nine 
weeks, or full two months, from the time of the news lioing sent from Suez to the conse¬ 
quent arrival there from India of the first division of the British forces. If any portion 
of the garrison of Aden could lie spared, and there happened to he in that port the means 
h>r their immediate conveyance to Egypt, the time might be reduced by about three 

wnv l f; tben ’ thc . veS 8 u C ! uT’ n * . the in H% ence from Suez were ordered to cal! on its 
T, ‘ J l wh,cb P la f e ,fc would reach five or six days, there would bean 

intinal ot about mix weeks clear to prepare there for the arrival from Bombay of the 
steam-vessels destined tor loading the mules and cattle, so as to enable them to reach 
‘Suez at about the same time as the troops from Bombay. If from Aden, the interval 
would be only about three weeks. 

lu this time, with the liberal means which the British Government places at the 
disposal of its agents, much might be done in obtaining the desired supplies. But the 
att must not be concealed, that in a country of so low a grade of cultivation and in so 
unsettled a state as Abyssinia, the same facilities for collecting at all times immediate 
supphcH of any sort m considerable quantities, do not exist as in more civilized countries 
Added to which the principal breeding districts are situate at a distance from the coast' 

I lie peninsula of God,am, m which I resided upwards of fifteen months, is famed through¬ 
out Abyssinia for its honied cattle, for which its rich pasture-lands are peculiarly adapted 
But Godjam lies not less than 400 miles from the port of Massowah; and even into that 
province itself a constant influx of cattle takes place from the more distant and yet more 
productive Galla countries lying to the south of the River Abai. J 

In Godjam oxen may be had at as low a rate as 1 dollar, or is. 2d. sterling each the 
price rising as they approach the coast. On my way homewards from Massowah to 
Godjam in the beginning of the year 1843,1 repeatedly fell in with droves of Galla cattle 
winch had been purchased at Baso market, in the south of the peninsula, and were bein* 
taken for the supply of the more northern Provinces of Abyssinia. ® 

.Mules, in like manner, are bred in large numbers in the Southern Provinces and 
thence taken northwards in the way of trade. 

High prices would no doubt command an immediate supply of animals of both 
descriptions in sufficient numbers for the first and most pressing wants of the British 
troops; but in order to ensure subsequently a sufficient and constant supply, it would be 
expedient, it indeed it were not essential, to adopt preliminary measures by forming an 
establishment at Massowah, or, to speak more correctly, on the edge of the table-land 
above that port, for the purpose of opening relations with the interior, and entering into 
contracts with the natives, so as to cause the current to set in with full and unremitting 
force towards the coast. 6 

Should it fortunately happen that there were eventually no necessity for providing 
fora ontisfi army in Egypt, these preliminary measures need not occasion any actual 
loss, since the supplies thereby obtained would serve for the use of the garrison of Aden 
and might probably be delivered there as cheaply as those which are ordinarily received 
there from other quarters. J 
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I have, &c. 

_ (Signed) c. T. BEKE. 


No. 29. 

(No. 3.) CW P ‘ 0Wdm 10 P^er,ton.- {Rtcrived ifarck 3 , v 

My Lord, ' 

THE Island of Massowah beimr at nresont , . Cair0 - March 6 , 1848. 

communicate with Aden, it is my intentio^ to cttahl^h ® r ° U ' e b - V L " Ilich 1 shttl1 able to 
correspondence. J em,oa establish an agent there for the facilities of 

«'» r- that 

to his Highness the Pasha for a lettedL”™c^ni“l t ^ ,S r?° n * Ul " Gene,al in to apply 

place to afford me in those respects tli fi b,s . Gov l ernor in the above-mentioned 

.i °.°r 1 r ;r , K,r l r ^“ i-" 0 * ****** ,,f 

“7j"* «V—« - I,0' insist 

, is ts ar •.. 10 ™“ 

Jsc 1 ssffwtft'ifurs 

I have, &c. 

__ (Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 30. 

M v Lord ^ ^ l ° VW0Unt P " lmer *‘ 0n -( R *C'iv'd April 11 .) 

RLIERRIXO to the letter which I lm i l* Court , April 4 1848 

on the 23,1, ultimo,. I now feeHt ^ duty to X *7 * addresaingto ‘W 'fiip 
pol cy winch during a number of years v Lt would * rt ‘ marks on the subject of the 
British Government in regard to Abyssinia - Z t0 have been adopted by the 

that policy would exercise some influence on an! !,'! , V n ° l ln ?P robab,e that the effects of 
Car . r ’f d 01,t 111 accordance with the suggestion Ier f t . ,on ® tbat “light be attempted to 
* }wi ; Mr. Salt undertook said lcUcr 

acquainted with a young native Chief named Si»f^?r n,a } tt the • year ,810 » b « became 

he was induced to form a high opinion and win ^* 'Tl' *’ °! Wh0Be dis P^tion and tal mts 

defeated m battle and slain by Z united fore™ ° f thc 1831 he wus’ 

appeaVto hare fSed^h7 pound^k “"/aU thl " ,w and it would 

Ahysir- in ^a, which have since been 

one of force, not ^'^rs Abys- 
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• No. 28 . 





true policy of England was to have cultivated thq friendship of that Chief’s successor 
de facto. Instead of which, a morbid feeling has arisen in favour of the family of 
Sabagadis, the kindly sentiments towards that Prince which were originated by Mr. Salt 
having been transferred to his children and relations, and fostered in a most undue 
manner by Mr. Salt’s dependant and adherent, Mr. Coffin, who has taken up his residence 
iu Abyssinia. It is not intended to impute to this individual improper motives tor his 
partizanship in favour of the family of Sabagadis, but simply to explain the origin of the 
existing prejudices against the actual Ruler of Tigr£. 

This hostile feeling against Ubie has been promoted likewise by other circumstances 
of an entirely independent nature. Dr. Gobat, the present Bishop of Jerusalem, was the 
first Protestant missionary to Abyssinia in the time of Dejaj Sabagadis, by whom he 
was very favourably received. This able and prudent missionary was most careful not to 
offend the prejudices of the ignorant native priesthood. His successors in the mission, 
however, who visited Northern Abyssinia in the time ot Dejaj Ubie, were not always 
so guarded, so that they soon excited the hostility of the priests; and as Ubie never had 
any special reason to be favourable to the British missionaries,—or it may rather be said 
that he had cause to be opposed to them, seeing that British sympathies have always 
beeu enlisted in favour of Sabagadis’ family, who have been constantly in rebellion 
against his Government,—it is not at all surprising that he should have felt no inclination 
to interfere between our missionaries and their enemies. The consequence has been that 
they have been compelled to abandon the country. 

From this cause the missionaries have joined in the cry of Mr. Salt s party against 
Ubie, the usurper, the tyrant, the oppressor, as he is called. But the condemners of this 
Prince have omitted to say that his title is at least as good as that of his predecessor ; 
that while Sabagiulis held possession of Tigre barely thirteen years, Ubie has kept it 
upwards of seventeen years, in spite of the incessant efforts ot the various members of 
Sabagadis’s family, whom the leniency ot this “tyrant” haa alone prevented him from 
crushing long ago ; that it is, in fact, to this constant state of rebellion, which (it is to be 
feared) has to a certain extent been encouraged by the English, that the unsettled and 
distressed condition of TigrC- is mainly attributable ; and that as regards Ubie’s character, 
whether as a Prince or as a man, it will bear comparison with that of the much lauded 
Sabagadis, or of any other of the Princes of Abyssinia. . . . , 

Such, at least, is the opinion entertained respecting the reigning Sovereign ot Iigre 
by travellers of all nations, except England. And this brings me to the point to which I 
would desire more especially to direct your Lordships attention. In consequence o ic 
unfriendly feelings thus entertained by the English and Protestants generally towards 
Dejaj LJbie, that Prince has been abandoned to French and Roman Catholic influences. 
It is his favour that all French agents and travellers have sought to cultivate; it is lie to 
whom presents have on. more than one occasion been sent by the late Government ot 
France, and with whom diplomatic relations have been entered into by that Government; 
while it is within his territo.ies, in which our Protestant missionaries have been unable to 
keep their footing, that a Roman Catholic mission emanating from the Rue du 15ac, in 
Paris, has firmly, and as it would seem permanently, established itself. , 

The dominions of Dejaj Ubie extend from Massowah at least 160 miles to the 
west and south. Iii the accompanying map their approximate limits are represented by 
a red shade, from which it will be seen that without passing through them no communica¬ 
tion whatever can be held between the port of Massowah and any portion ot Abyssinia 
Hence it is manifest that if it be deemed expedient to establish relations of any kind with 
that country through Massowah, it is in the first place essential to cultivate the friendship 
of the Sovereign whose dominions surround that port in every dueetion. 

It is much to he feared that these matters have not been placed before your Lordship 
in a proper light, otherwise the fact would not be. as I regret to understand it is hat the 
first official interference of the British Government m the affairs of Northern Abyssinia 
since the time of Mr. Salt, has been the commissioning Air. Plowden, the newly appointed 
Consul in that country, to he the bearer of presents to Dejaj Lines great rival, 

Ali. a chief who has no jurisdiction or authority within the dominions of the former and 
whose residence, Debra Tabor, situate at least 2o0 miles from the coast is only to be 
reached by Mr. Plowden’s running the gauntlet through the territories ot Ubie, at the 
risk of being stopped and plundered, and with the certainty of causing (and not without 
reason) the feelings of that Prince to become more hostile than betore to the British and 
the Protestants, and more in favour with the hiench and the Homan Catholics. 

1 do not believe th»t in his heart Ubie has a greater reeard tor one h.uropenn nation 
than for another. Like the rest of the native ru era ot Abyssinia, be principally seeks 
his own personal aggrandisement; and if it were only made to be equally worth hia while. 
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he would doubtless be just as ready to favour the English as the French. It is to be 
hoped, therefore, that Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul will have had authority given him 
to exercise his discretion with respect to the presents destined for Has Ali, so that he may 
be at liberty to deliver them to Dejaj Ubie, in the same way that Mr. Salt delivered to 
Walda Selassie, Ubie’s predecessor in the government of Tigre, the presents of which he 
was the bearer to the Emperor of Abyssinia. 

That Emperor was then in the power of Ras Guksa, the grandfather of Ras Ali, 
just as the reigning Emperor is, at the present day, in that of Ras Ali himself. 
Walda Selassie, who was then the independent Ruler of Tigrd, as Ubie is now, had, at 
the time of Mr. Salt’s first visit to Abyssinia in 1805, been the Ras or Vizier, but at the 
time of that gentleman’s diplomatic Mission he was no longer so, he having been dismissed 
by the new Emperor whom his rival, Ras Guksa, had placed on the throne at Gondar. 

Ras Guksa, as the actual Ras or Vizier, was the legal representative of the then 
reigning Emperor, and consequently he was the person to whom, de jure , the presents 
from the British Government to that Sovereign ought to have been delivered. The only 
principle on which we may justify Mr. Salt’s delivering those presents to Walda Selassie, 
the dismissed Ras of the nominal Empire but still the independent Sovereign of the 
Province of Tigre, is that which, at the present day, is so decidedly recognized by the 
British Government, namely, the refraining from all interference in the domestic 
affairs of a foreign nation and simply entering into relations with the existing Govern¬ 
ment de facto. 

As regards the title of Ras or Vizier the truth is, that in the present disorganized 
condition of Abyssinia, that title is just as nominal as that of Emperor. Any Chief 
able to march to Gondar. the capital, and. with the concurrence of the Abuna or Coptic 
Bishop, to place a new puppet Emperor on the throne, may receive that dignity from his 
hands. And it is not unimportant to remark that the actual Abuna has lately been 
banished by Ras Ali from his dominions and is now residing in those of Dejaj Ubie, so 
that if the latter considered the title of Ras ns of any real importance, there would 
appear to exist no serious difficulty in the way of his obtaining it. His doing so, 
however, would in no degree increase his power, nor would it give him any greater 
authority over Ras Ali than the latter now possesses over him, or than Ras Guksa 
possessed over Walda Selassie, in Mr. Salt’s time, by virtue of that title. 

The relative positions of Dejaj Ubie and Ras Ali is most correctly expressed in 
the following manner, which was given to King Louis Philippe by one ot the native 
Abyssinians who accompanied Lieutenant Lefevre to Paris with presents from the former 
Prince:—“ Le Roi nous demaeda quel £tait le Chef le plus puissant de notre pays, si 
Oubi6 6tait Dedjasmatche par la volont6 de Ras Ali, ou par son droit seul. Nous 
rdpomlimes que Pun et l’autre n’avait de droit que par la force; qu’il existait un 
Empereur en titre, qui avait bien tout le droit, mais suns force pour le soutenir.” 

Such is simply the state of the case. Each provincial Governor in Abyssinia—and 
the King of Shoa is, de jure, nothing more—is, de facto, an independent Sovereign ; and 
the true policy of England is to recognize caeli separately in his own dominions. This is 
the more essential in the case of Ubie, the Dejajmatch (Duke) of Tigre and S&tnien. 
He is the potentate de facto , with whom alone we should be brought into connexion in 
the event of an establishment, w hether Consular or otherwise, being formed at Massowah ; 
and the recognition of him simply in that capacity would not implicate us with any other 
of the native rulers nor mix us up in the internal affairs of the country. The entering 
into friendly relations with Ras Ali or with any other of the Princes of Northern 
Abyssinia would, on the contrary, be virtually an offensive alliance against Dejaj U ie. 

My long residence in Abyssinia, and my yet longer study of the history of that 
country both before and since my journey thither, justify me ii. forming u decided 
opinion on the subject of the present letter. I am persuaded that I have no need to 
apologize to your Lordship for the freedom with which 1 have ventured to express that 
opinion. 

As connected with the points now submitted to your Lordship's consideration, I beg 
leave to refer to the communications which l ha«l the honour of making to your 
Lordship on the 26th of August, 1846, and the 23rd of January and the 17th of August, 
1847; and, with reference to the remarkable nation of Eastern Africa which forms the 
principal subject of the first of those communications, I now take the liberty of inclosing 
a copy of a tract “ on the origin of the Gallas,” being a paper read at the last meeting of 
the British Association for the Advancement of Science. 


I have, &c. 

(Signed) C. T. BEKE. 
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No. 31. 

Mr. Addington to Dr. Beke. 



Tthe Z W. by ! i8C0Unt to acknowlSM^^ jooMetter 

151 ' ’ C ° Dt,Un,Dg ° WrVati ° n3 on the "Si** of British relations with 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) H. U. ADDINGTON. 

No. 32. 

(No i J viscount Palmerston to Consul Plouden. 

S ' r ’ IN reply to your despatch No. 3 of the 6th of Msrfk+Th.^’^ 7 ^’ ' 848 : 

meat, of your baggage and effects, and of the presents with which you are charged. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 

No. 33. 

Consul Plowden to Mr. Bidmll.—(Received May I.) 

(No. 4. Consular.) 

Sir 

’ 1 -HAVE to report that I hare been on the way to my posfb'AbSa'i^^he 
1848? tTthe 3^t da"ofX r ct n i8f 8 t ° appointment - from the 3rd ^ <>* February, 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 

No. 34. 

Mr. Addington to Dr. Beke. 

bH * directed by Viscount Palmerston to state to /ouX'taf uns^Tpreiure’of 
Fetter ^ { ' ro,n ®ee»er acknowledging the receipt of your 

he Lln ^ fn h K° s MarC , 1; 1 an r d tha ? k,nff y° u for the suggestions w hich it contains as to 
the “a Bri^h a^/te 8 Egy? “ a ' ,d mule8 Could be obtaincd Abyssinia for 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) H. U. ADDINGTON. 

No. 35. 

Mr. Addington to Mr. O. C. Lewis.§ 

’ T 'in r . , , ... ^ , Foreign Office, May 2, 1848 

thp nLrrl nffw cd ] bj V,sco ” nt to transmit to you, for the information of 

-1 V*™ ®{ Co ? t ! ol » a C ?P7 of a letter from Dr. Beke,|| suggesting the means of obtain- 
in^gypt ^^ 88in,a 8U PP^ ies mules and cattle for the use of a British army operating 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) H. U. ADDINGTON. 


la .* . No ' 30 ' t No. 29. 

♦ A similar letter «u Addressed to the Colonial Office. 


t No. 28. 


II No. 28. 


21 


No. 36. 

Consul Plowden to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received Julu 12.) 

(No. 4.) ^ 

My Lord, Aden, June 1, 1848. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No. 4 of the 15th 
of April,* acquainting me that Mr. Murray has been authorised to procure from the 
Egyptian Government the order necessary for the passage of my effects through 
Massowah. 

I have, &c. 

^ (Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 37. 

Consul Plowden to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received July 12.) 

(No. 5. Consular.) 

My Lord, Aden , June 2, 1849. 

M I HAVE the honour to inform you that I have drawn a bill on Her Majesty’s Treasury 
for the sum of 501. on account of my travelling expenses from England to Massowah, as 
authorised by your Lordship; a detailed account of my expenditure will be furnished on 
my arrival at MaAsowah. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 38. 

Consul Plowden to Mr. Bidwell.—(Received July 31.) 

(No. 6. Consular.) 

Aden, June 30, 1848. 

I HAVE to report that I have been engaged in prosecuting my journey to my post 
in Abyssinia during the whole of the quarter ended this day. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 39. 

Dr. Beke to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received August 5.) 

My Lord, 34, Camming Street, August 2, 1848. 

WITH reference to the prospectus of Dr. Bialloblotzky’s intended journey into 
Eastern Africa, which 1 had the honour of submitting to your Lordship a few days ago, 
and of which a copy is inclosed,f I now beg leave to direct your Lordship’s attention to 
the announcement, in the “Times’* newspaper of this day, of an expedition which the 
French Government is on the point of fitting out to that part of the globe. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) C. T. BEKE. 


No. 40. 

Mr. Addington to Dr. Beke. 

Sir * T ^ , Foreign Office , August 12, 1848. 

I AM directed by V iscount Palmerston to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 2nd instant,} respecting Dr. Bialloblotzky’s proposed journey into Eastern Africa. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) H. U. ADDINGTON. 


No. 32. f Printed Inclosure. f No. 39. 

G 
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No. 41. 

Mr. Wyae to Mr. Addington.—(Received September 1.) 

Sir, India Board , August 31, 1848. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for the Affairs of India to state, for the 
information of Viscount Palmerston, that Mr. Plowden, Her Majesty’s Consul for 
Abyssinia, left Aden for Maasowah on the 19th ultimo, in the East India Company’s 
brigantine of war " Tigris.” 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed; THOS. W YSE. 

No. 42. 

Consul Plowden to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received October 3.) 

(No. 7. Consular.) 

My Lord, Massowah , August 15, 1848. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you of my arrival at Massowah on the 5th of August, 
with the presents destined for Abyssinia, in good order, in the Honourable Company’s 
brig * Tigris.” 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 





No. 43. 

Consul Plowden to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received October 3.) 

(No. 8. Consular.) 

My Lord, Massowah, August 15, 1848. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose an account of my travelling expenses from England 
to Massowah, amounting to 1601., as authorized in your Lordship's despatch of the 3rd of 
January, 1848,* the vouchers for which will be transmitted in my account-current of the 
31st of December of this year. Your Lordship will observe that my expenses include the 
freight, &c., of the presents destined for Ras Ali, and the provision for the return of the 
Envoy of that Chief. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


• No. 4. 


Inclosure in No. 43. 


Dr. Walter Plowden. Aecount travelling expenses. To H. M. Government. Ca. 



To my bill on the Trewrj, at 
30 'day** sight, on account 

; e ;o?-p.?^p. 9,850 00 
Lw com mi ssion, Piastres. 

1 percent. .. 98*20 9,751 20 

To my bill on the Treasury, at 
30 days’ sight, on account 
travelling expenses— Rupees. 

£50, at Is. 10JW. per rupee 539 5 4 


Rupees. 
539 5 4 


I Jan. 25 1 

26 2 
Peb. 3 3 

Mar. 3 4 

6 5 

7 6 

24 7 

31 8 

50 Apr. 1 9 

2 10 
6 11 
6 12 
e 13 
6 14 


6 15 
6 16 
8 17 
10 18 
13 19 
19 20 

June 6 21 
22 



By vaa lor goods .. 
Insurance freight. Ac. 
Stewards’ fees .. . 

Hotel bill, servants, he. . 
Sundries, as per voucher . 
W ages of servant 
Alika Du st s'a sinenses to 
Massowah 7. 

W ages to 1 rawer servant . 
House rent .. . 



B & O. E. 


Massowah , August 16, 1848. 


(Signed) 


WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 44. 

(No 6 ) Consul plo wden to Viscount Palmerston .—( Received October 3.1 
My Lord, .. , 

U,° N JV 0y t g ?, t0MaSS0wah 1 had opportunity 

harbour of Amphylla, situated about seventy miles to the southward \l Till •! 
cannot eomparc "i* that of Massowah, though tolerable. The village now con^Tof 
but a lew huts inhabited by savages of the Dancali and Taltal i ? j of 

n ri n A ,U ! ,jeCti ° n 10 thc » of Arkeekorecount^romft hot andTvl^ 1 
n°c ro^f kn l 80 faV0U ?^ "> th to water a/ the mainland near Ma^ah 

me to ,>,„| r0m tha . 1 P ort (°f Amphylla) into the Christian Province of Tierf; remains for 
Ali Ti ° re ' 8 ^ a .^ ^ ^ rus t do on my return from the Court of 

uDon soinp P fV 1 r bl ‘'7*?* 1 ? du m ng the , caravans t0 ado P t a new route will much depend 
adontimr Chle . ftam °lfhe family of Dejaj Sabagardis becoming paramount in TicTd and 

^°f° kS h 7 dH> an(l ca ? e1 / are in 1 the 

lately been nurehI22^ 1 formerly mentioned of a piece of ground on that coast having 

as unless, o* 

I have, Ac. 

— _(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 
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No. 45. 

Consul Plowden to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received October 3.) 

Mj'hot&f Massowah, August 16, 1848. 

THE news I have learnt from the interior of Abyssinia informs me that the position 
of Ran Aii has become more imposing than before, inasmuch as he now receives tribute 
from all quarters, though his Government cannot be called stable. He seems disposed, 
I should say, to extinguish even the title of Emperor when he finds it practicable, and to 
make himself supreme in name as well as fact. The rains rendering the country at 
present impassable, I shall probably start in December, when I shall be able to inform 
your Lordship of the present disposition and influence of Oobeay, the Chief of Tigr4, 
whom 1 shall visit on my way. Should a war break out between that Chief and Ras Ali, 
it will perhaps cause me to defer my departure. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 46. 

Consul Plowden to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received October 3.) 

My°Lord, Massowah , August 16, 1848. 

1 HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that a considerable change has taken 
place during my absence in the relative positions of the Naib of Arkeeko and the 

Egyptian Governor of Massowah. . 

The two claimants of the title of Naib having disputed, the Turkish Governor joined 
the one party with his forces, took the opposing Chief prisoner, and burnt down the town 
of Arkeeko. Their ally the Naib Mohammed as the price of assistance, and, in fact, 
being unable to do otherwise, has resigned his power into their hands (the Turks), who 
have in consequence fortified Arkeeko, and stationed troops at other points. Ihe 
Governor who accomplished this was nominally disgraced by the Egyptian Government, 
but is still in Massowah, and I have reason to know that his conduct is privately approved 
of, and his reinstatement contemplated. The Shohos or natives ot the lulls in the 
neighbourhood have retired in most instances to their hills, refusing to submit to the 
Turkish rule. The Governor has at present about 500 troops (Nubians). It is e ™lent 
that at no distant day all the claims of Turkey to the sovereignty of Abyssinia will be 
revived, so far. at least, as the levying of duties upon all articles ot commerce, as if they 
were the produce of a Turkish province. Ibrahim Pasha has, I understand, already 
ordered that a duty of 12 per cent, be levied upon mules that come from Abyssinia. 

The deposed Naib has little hope of ever recovering his liberty and power, the 

nominated Naib I should think none. . .. , , 

There is a harbour on the mainland two miles north ot Massowah, commodious and 
safe: should your Lordship decide that the Turkish Government be not entitled to levy 
duties on the mainland that they have never previously occupied nor to force all caravans 
(by armed bodies) to enter the Island of Massowah; it would be a spot well adapted for 
the encouragement of a more enlarged commerce. I shall on further investigation be 
able to furnish your Lordship, I trust, with fuller information on these subjects in which 
nothing decisive need be done until my return from the interior unless, indeed your 
Lordship should consider it necessary to take an occasion to define more clearly the 
boundary of the independent State of Abyssinia and the right ot the Turkish Government, 
on account of the possession of one harbour, to claim the entire coast and thus the 
monopoly of the commerce of this quarter of Africa. M ith regard to this harbour being 
the one best adapted in point of situation for communication with Abyssinia, 1 hate seen 
nothing to alter my opinion on that point. The Turkish Government has lately been 
pursuing a somewhat milder policy with the Abyssinian merchants. 

I have learnt that an expedition was planned for the invasion of Hamaseyn (the 
northernmost Christian Province of Abyssinia) by troops from this place and Souakim 
which was interrupted by the sickness of Mohammed All, and the change in the Egyptian 
Government; and also that it is the intention of that Government to repossess themselves 
of all the country on this coast formerly conquered by Sultan Selim. That it wa» with 
such views that the Government of this place was given oyer to the Pashalic of Egypt I 
have no doubt, and were it again placed under the Pashahc of Jiddah as before, these 


ambitious views would be more easily checked, as the Turkish troops would have to cross 
the sea to carry them into effect. 

I have, kc. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 47. 

Consul Plowden to Viscount Palmerston —(Received October 3.) 

(No. 8.) 

My Lord, Massowah , August 17, 1848. 

AN Italian under the British protection is now at Massowah, who had formed in 
Egypt the idea that an establishment at Amphylla would be the means of diverting the 
trade from Massowah to that place if under efficient protection, as claims would imme* 
diately be set up by the Turkish Government otherwise. He had formed the project of 
purchasing the land near the watering place, and having found it feasible, requested me 
to inform him how far the English Government would support him in his rights to a free 
trade there, and to the land purchased from the proprietor, a relative of the Naib ot 
Arkeeko. I told him that I had no authority to promise any such protection, but that I 
would communicate with your Lordship on the subject. 

Lieutenant Lefdvre has lately visited Amphylla, and the elder M. d’Abbadie has, 
I understand, prepared a plan of the place, and some proposition relating to it for his 
Government, probably for the purchase of it nominally by some individuals. I cannot 
venture to offer any suggestion to your Lordship on this point, it being so intimately 
connected with our political relations with Constantinople ; but I shall act as quickly as 
possible on any instructions I may receive. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 48. 

__ Mr. Bidwell to Consul Plowden. 

(No. 9. Consular.) 

S,r ' i am j' , , , „ f Foreign Office , October 6, 1848. 

1 AM directed by Viscount Palmerston to acknowledge the receipt of your despatches 
to No. 8 inclusive of the present year. 

I am further directed by Lord Palmerston to return to you the annexed despatch 
[r»o. 8 of August 17, 1848], in order that it may be re-written in black ink. 

I am to add that Lord Palmerston has observed that the docket of the despatch is 
written in black ink, whereas the ink of the despatch itself is not legible. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JOHN BIDWELL. 


No. 49. 


Viscount Palmerston to Consul Plowden. 

(No. 5.) 

w Foreign Office , October 14, 1848. 

WITH reference to your despatch No. 8 of the 17th of August last* respecting a 
proposed establishment at Amphylla, I have to state to you that I must have some more 
specific information as to the plan in question, as to its practicability and objects, and as 
to the person proposing it, before I can form any opinion on the subject. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 





* 
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No. 49*. 


From Admiralty, October , 184$. 
[Not forthcoming.] 


No. 50. 


Mr. Addington lo the Secretary to the Treasury. 


Foreign Office , October 16, 1848. 

I AM directed by Viscount Palmerston to transmit to you the copy of a letter from 
the Admiralty, requesting that the sum of 41/. which has been paid to the Peninsular and 
Oriental Steam Navigation Company for the passage of Mr. W. Plowden from this 
country to Aden on his way to Abyssinia, to which country Mr. Plowden has been sent as 
British Agent; and I am to request that, in laying this letter before the Lords Commis- 
of the Treasury, you will move their Lordshii 


Stoners ot the Treasury, you will move their Lordships to cause the sum to be repaid to 
the Navy Board, as it was decided by Her Majesty’s Government that the expense of 
Mr. Plowden’s journey to Abyssinia should be defrayed by the public. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) H. U. ADDINGTON. 


No. 51. 


Consul Plowden to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received October 27.) 

(No. 9.) 

My Lord, Massowah, September 17» 1848. 

THE Governor of Massowah has received a duty of 12 per cent, upon mules loaded 
by a French vessel for Bourbon, that did not enter the island of Massowah. The 
protest of the French Consular Agent was grounded upon the illegal amount of the duty 
exacted. 

ft would be, perhaps, premature in my present position were I to enter into any 
discussion with the Governor of Massowah, as to the extent of his jurisdiction, until I 
receive some instructions from your Lordship on that subject. Should, therefore, a British 
ship arrive while I am here for a similar purpose, I shall content myself with noting the 
particulars of the payment, and informing the Governor that I shall reclaim the amount 
as an illegal exaction. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


* No. 52. 

Consul Plowden to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received October 27.) 

(No. 10 ) 

My Lord, Massowah , September 17, 1848. 

WITH reference to the Naibs of Arkeeko I Lave the following particulars:— 

The Naib Mohammed, who is now in possession of power under the Turks, is the 
son of Naib Ayr, the younger ; and the Naib Hassan, who is in confinement in Massowah, 
is the son of Naib Idris, the elder of two brothers, who succeeded each other in authority. 
The Turks paid till within the last fifteen months 1,000 dollars per month to the Naibs, 
and their occupation of Arkeeko and the mainland was solely effected to avoid this 
payment. The Naib Mohammed has now. as the price of their assistance against the 
Naib Hassan, given up to them all but the name of his authority. The Naib Mohammed 
being at some distance, and the Naib Hassan in confinement, I have been unable to 
procure any documents connected with the above facts, if any exist. 

An army of Egyptian troops to aid in effecting further conquests, is openly spoken 
of as expected. Should there be any prospect of causing the withdrawal of the Egyptian 
troops from the main land, 1 think that either Naib upon our acknowledgment of his 
authority might be induced to enter into a favourable Treaty with us. In this case the 

£. jjjs-L. —_ I " •«} i : ~~ KS- ~ 

• nfe i5c 18 
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b ay two miles to the northward of Massowah appears to me to offor even superior advan- 
tages as a harbour, and equal in other points. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 53. 


Consul Plowden to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received December 19.) 


(No. 9. Consular.) 
My Lord, 


Massowah, October 8, 1848. 


i have* * ^ .. . T » . ,, massowan, uctooer 8, 1848. 

\ a • re P° rt ^ at I have been resident at my post, or prosecuting my journey 
•to, and m the execution of my duties at Massowah, during the whole of the quarter 


thereto, and in the execution of my dut 
ended the 30th day of September, 1848. 


I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 
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No. 54. 

Sir C. Trevelyan to M. Addington.—(Received January 23.) 

Sir, Treasury Chambers, January 23, 1849. 

TWO Bills having been drawn on the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury 
by Consul Plowden, dated Massowah, October 29. 1848, for the sums of 250/. and 
60/. 17*. 4 d. the former “ being on account of his travelling expenses in Abyssinia,” and 
the latter “being on account of allowances for house rent and office expenses,” of which 
no advice has been received; I am commanded by my Lords to request you will move 
Viscount Palmerston to favour this Board with his opinion whether it may be proper to 
pay the said bills. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) C. E. TREVELYAN. 


Answered “ Yes v " Printed Letter, January 24, 1849. 


No. 55. 

Consul Plowden to Mr. Bidwell.—(Received February 1, 1849.) 

(No. 10. Consular.) 

Sir, Massowah, October 29, 1848, 

I HAVE the honour to advise you that I have this day drawn on Her Majesty's 
Treasury for the sum of 60/. 17*. 4d. at thirty days’ sight, payable to my order, being on 
account of my allowances for house rent, and office expenses as authorized by Viscount 
Palmerston in his despatch dated the 3rd January, 1848, from the date of my arrival, the 
5th of August to the 30th September last. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 56. 

Consul Plowden to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received February 1 , 1849.) 

(No. 11. Consular.) 

My Lord, Massowah, October 29, 1848. 

I HAVE the honour to advise that I have drawn under this date, on Her Majesty’s 
Treasury at thirty days’ sight in favour of Captain 8. B. Haines, Political Resident at 
Aden, for the sum of 250/., being on account of my travelling expenses in Abyssinia as 
authorized by your Lordship’s despatch dated the 3rd January, 1848. 

As I can negotiate no bills in the interior, I am obliged to lodge money at Massowah 
or to take cash with me, for my expenses, an account of which will be furnished by 
the earliest opportunity. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 57. 

Consul Plowden to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received February 1, 1849.) 

(No. 12. Consular.) 

My Lord, Massowah , October 29, 1848. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that since my arrival here the duties 
upon all imports from India or Arabia purchased by British subjects appear to have been 
equitably levied according to Treaty. 
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On goods imported from Abyssinia duties are levied according to the arbitrary 
pleasure of the Governor, amounting in some instances, including irregular fees and 
presents, to 25 and even 30 per cent, on the value. 

Io all questions, as far as I can learn, regarding merchandize, Abyssinia is regarded 
by the Egyptian Government as a tributary Province. 

The monopolies of gum and senna having been removed, a duty of 12 per cent, is 
now levied upon these articles. 

The duty of 12 per cent, was paid by the captain of a French merchant-vessel on a 
cargo of mules, under protest from the French Consular Agent. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOW DEN. 


No. 58. 

Consul Plowden to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received February 1, 1849.) 

(No. 11.) 

My Lord, Massowah, October 29, 1848. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that* the Chief of the Catholic mission 
in Abyssinia has been cupelled by the prince of Tigr£; also that another branch of that 
mission, with a Bishop destined tor the Galla countries, having failed in the design of 
reaching Shoa by way of Tajoura, a church is about to be established at Zehla by its 
members, if possible. 

I believe that they count much upon protection from the English Government in 
their undertaking. 

I have, Sic. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 59. 

Consul Plowden to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received February 1, 1849.) 

(No. 12.) 

My Lord, Massowah, October 29, 1848. 

I BEG to inform your Lordship that, having been in communication with Dejaj 
Oobeay, the present Ruler of Tigr4, he has written to me, expressing his earnest wish to 
be on the most friendly terms with the English nation, and his readiness to forward me 
with all due respect to Ras Ali, who is anxiously expecting my arrival. 

He has expressed his wish also that some means could be devised for the more 
efficient protection of the Abyssinian traders, through my intervention on the coast, 
and his astonishment at the encroachment of the Turkish Government on the coast. I 
trust he is sincere, and am making arrangements for starting on my journey next 
month. 

After an interview or two with Dejaj Oobeay, I shall be able to inform your Lord- 
ship how far his views extend, and whether he is ready to co-operate in effecting a more 
enlarged communication with his nation. As the most powerful Chief in Abyssinia, after 
the Ras, his goodwill is important. 

I have Ac 

(Signed) * WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. GO. 

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. C. A. Murray. 

(No. 4.) 

Sir, Foreign Office , February 17, 1849. 

IT would appear, from the inclosed copy of a despatch from Mr. Consul Plowden,* 
that excessive duties are arbitrarily levied at Massowah on goods imported from Abyssinia. 
It is not quite clear from Mr. Plowden’s despatch whether British subjects have suffered 
from such exactions. But I have to instruct you to endeavour to ascertaiu whether 


• No. 57. 
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any British subjects have so suffered; and if they have, you will remind the Egyptian 
Government that the Treaties between Great Britain and the Porte strictly limit the 
amount of duties which can be levied upon goods imported by British subjects into Turkey 
from foreign countries to 3 per cent, import duty, with an additional 2 per cent, in lieu of 
internal duties, on such goods being sold in Turkey, or being sent into the interior for 
sale: and you will say that Her Majesty’s Government consider Abyssinia to be a 
foreign country as regards Turkey; but that even if it were a possession of the Sultan, 
which it is not, the amount of duties which could be properly levied on Abyssinian 
produce exported and bought by British merchants, would fall for short of what Mr. Plowden 
reports to be the amount levied at Massowah on the trade in Abyssinian produce at the 
present time. 

^ I am, Ac. 

(Signed) PALMER8TON. 


No. 61. 

Consul Plowden to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received March 3, 1849.) 

No. 13.) 

My Lord, Massowak, December 10, 1848. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that, since the occupation of the 
mainland in the neighbourhood of Massowah by the Egyptian troops, regarding which I 
have already written, the Naib has become so entirely subject to the Governor of 
Massowah, and has bo completely resigned the appearance of the authority he possessed 
two years since, that unless some considerable change occurs, such as the abandonment of 
this island by the Egyptian Government or other, I see at present no chance of dealing 
with the N&ib as an independent Ruler. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 62. 

Consul Plowden to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received February l, 1849.) 

(No. 14.) 

My Lord, Massowah , December 10, 1848. 

IN further reference to the establishment of a commercial intercourse vi& Amphylla, 
with the interior of Abyssinia, I think it probable that the Ruler of Tigr6 would do his part in 
opening the road, and at least it would be attempted, if unsuccessful; hut the same difficulty 
arises on the coast regarding the want of an established Ruler with whom Treaties might 
be entered into; as since the extinction, so to speak, of the Naibs, there is no pretence 
of a Government at Amphylla over the few fishermen or Bedouins who have built their 
huts there. The Turks might of course lay the same claim to it that they do even to 
Abyssinia, hut they have not hitherto occupied it. 

The harbour or roadstead of Amphylla is far cosier of access than that of Massowah, 
though inferior to the latter in all other points, and I would suggest, if it could be done 
without inconvenience, that a correct survey of, and Report on, the harbour and the 
water on the neighbouring mainland, be ordered by Her Majesty’s Government during 
my absence in the interior. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 63. 

Sir J. Hobhouse to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received March 2 ) 

My Lord, India Board , March 1, 1849. 

1 HAVE the honour to transmit for your information a copy of two letters, dated 
the 28th of January, addressed by the Political Agent at Aden, one to the Secret 
Committee of the East India Company, and the other to the Government of Bombay, 
reporting an irruption made by the Abyssinian army of Ras Oobeay into the territory in 
the neighbourhood of Massowah claimed by the Turss. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) JOHN HOBHOUSE. 









Inclosure 1 in No. 65. 


Captain Haines to the Secretary to the Secret Committee. 

8ir> Aden, January 28, 1849. 

I HAVE the honour to forward copies of my latest letters to the Secretary to 
the Government of Bombay in duplicate, as per margin, and to report that the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Aden is tranquil. 

This morning I received intelligence from Massowah, and though not far from Her 
Britannic Majesty’s Consul in Abyssinia, who is in Adowa, still dependence may be placed 
in it, as I have it from native sources I can rely on. The following is the statement from 
Massowah. dated January 12, 1849. 

Ras Oobeay having issued orders to collect tribute, a force of between 8,000 and 
12,000 Abyssiman8, under the command of Kog Kong, made a sudden inroad into the 
Turkish possessions, visiting Moncooloo on the coast; from whence, with difficulty M. de 
G utier, the French Consul, and family made their escape, and are now located on an 
island with some 10,000 natives who have fled there for safety. Mr. Plowden’s, the 
British Consul’s house, was plundered and destroyed ; also M. deGoutier’s, and a small 
Roman Catholic Chapel, and their servants made prisoners. 

The town of Arkeeko was also plundered ; and his Excellency Halil Bey, Governor, 
is in dread of the plunderers visiting Massowah, having under his command only 400 
Turkish soldiers. 

The Abyssinian army have killed and maimed several hundreds of their own country¬ 
men, taken 500 os slaves, and stolen about 10,000 head of cattle. 

It is my intention to immediately despatch the Company’s brigantine of war “Tigris,” 
to watch proceedings and to render any assistance Mr. Plowden or others, including our 
Indian merchants, may require. 

I have, &c. 

/Signed) S. B. HAINES. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 63. 

Captain Haines to the Chief Secretary to Bombay Government. 

Sir, Aden, January 28, 1849. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that since closing my general report of to-day, 
1 have received native intelligence from Massowah, in which I place confidence, and have 
consequently informed the Secret Committee of it by to-day’s mail, as Mr. Plowden, Her 
Majesty*8 Consul, is at Adowa, and has not written, 

2. The following are the particulars Ras Oubie ordered the levy of revenue, and 
a body of between 8,000 and 1^,000 Abyssinians (chiefly cavalry) made an inroad into 
the territory claimed by the Turks. They first visited Moncooloo, and committed devasta¬ 
tion and plundered all around, burnt Mr. Plowden’s house, then attacked and ransacked 
M. de Courier's (French Consul) house (who fortunately escaped with his family to an 
island, where some 10,000 people have also fled) and destroyed it; as also a Roman 
Catholic Chapel erected by a M. Jacobi. The Abyssinian force then plundered the town 
of Arkeeko, and in all appear to have slaughtered about 500 people, taking as slaves 500 
more, with a booty of 10,000 head of cattle. On the 12th of January (the latest intelli¬ 
gence) they were bivouacked not far from Massowah on the mainland, and the Turkish 
(Governor was rather alarmed, as he has in toto only 400 soldiers under his command. 

3. I have requested the services of the Company’s brigantine “ Tigris” to proceed to 
Massowah to render any assistance in her power to Her Majesty’s Consul and others 
residing there. 

I have, See. 

(Signed) S. B. HAINES. 


No. 64. 

Consul Plowden to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received March 3, 1849.) 

(No. 16.) 

My Lord, Massowah , December 10, 1848. 

SHOULD it be found impossible to open any other route for commercial pursuits 
than that of Massowah now frequented, and should I succeed in concluding the desired 
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Treaty with the Ras of Abyssinia, I would beg to suggest that perhaps the best way of 
carrying out that Article of it in which we engage to keep open as far as possible the 
approaches and the coast, would be to place under the protection of the British flag at 
Massowah all Christian Abyssinian merchants, with, of course, their own consent, and 
enrolment of their names. 

I, of course, can only throw out the idea, as I do not know how far an agreement to 
this effect with the Egyptian or Turkish Government would be practicable. 

It would be the more feasible, as the Christian merchants of Abyssinia do not deal 
in slaves. 

In case Her Majesty’s Government should think this idea not unworthy of notice, I 
would beg to mention that any Agreement or Convention of the kind would be more 
complete in its effect did it include a distinct statement of the boundaries of Christian 
Abyssinia, and a rate of duties to be paid on all goods by the Christians of Abys¬ 
sinia. 

I write thus early on this subject, as I would request your Lordship to inform me how 
far I may sound the merchants on this subject, and lead them to look forward to our 
protection on the coast, earnestly desired, 1 think, by most of them. 

I trust in a few days to proceed on my journey, having been delayed a fortnight by 
ill-health. 


I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


Minutes. 

Assuming that Christian Abyssinia is wholly independent of the Turkish Empire, 
there does not seein to be any objection to taking the natives thereof at Massowah under 
British protection, except in so far as the doing so would be an infringement of the rule of 
confining British protection to British subjects. In Turkey it is a constant practice for 
the Agent of one rower to protect the subjects of another in the absence of their natural 
protector: and the citizens of the Ionian States are by special agreement entitled to 
British protection. 

If the Christian Abyssinians at Massowah arc to be received under British protection, 
they should be required to enroll their names, and to undertake to comply with all British 
laws and regulations. 

But if they are to be protected, there must be at Massowah a British recognized 
Agent to protect them, and such a person has not yet been appointed. Mr. Plowden is 
Consul for Independent Abyssinia, but he is not Consul at the Turkish port of Massowah. 

Any definition of the boundaries of Christian Abyssinia could scarcely find place in 
the proposed Treaty, and could certainly not be quoted as valid against a third Power. 
The utmost that could be done appears to be, a statement that Christian Abyssinians, 
natives of certain specified districts, and residing at or trading with Massowah, should be 
protected by the British Agent at that place; and it would be necessury to come to an 
agreement with the Porte as to the rate of duties to be levied on the goods of the Christian 
Abyssiuians, and it is presumed that matters are not sufficiently advanced, if they ever will 
be, to make it expedient to moot that question at Constantinople. 

Foreign Office , March 10, 1849. E. HAMMOND. 

Any protection which the British Consul at Massowah could properly under present 
circumstances afford to Abyssinians there, must he unofficial. To attempt to do more 
would involve us in many difficulties and embarrassing discussions. 

Foreign Office , March 24, 1849. P. 


No. 65. 

Consul Plowden to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received March 3, 1849.) 

(No. 13. Consular.) 

My Lord, Massowah , December 10, 1848. 

WITH reference to the manner in which the trade of this place is checked and 
injured by the unjust exactions of the Governor of Massowah, I beg to mention two or 
three facts. On the article of butter, in which there is a large tratlic with the opposite 
coast, a duty of 20 per cent, is charged to the Abyssinian merchant who imports it; a 
further duty of 5 per cent., formerly exacted by the Naib, is now charged by the Turkish 
Governor; and further, 5 per cent, of fees are exacted hy ollicials. 
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The person who weighs all goods at the Custom-house on account of the Government 
pays to tne Government 700 dollars per annum, and charges the importing merchant 
5 per cent, for performing this duty. 

The net profits of the port, after all expenses, amount to from 30,000 to 40,000 
dollars per annum, of which the Egyptian Government probably may receive one-hall 

The distance, the small and timorous population, render the Governor here nearly 
absolute, insomuch that no one dares to buy or sell, nor can I obtain workmen to work, 
or the smallest convenience, without his permission is obtained. Had I a cause of 
complaint, it is probable even that with some Governors I should find it difficult to 
forward my letters. 

I trust, on my return from the interior, to be able to point out some remedies for 
this unaalutary state of things, and doubt not of the support of Her Majesty’s 
Government. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 66. 

Mr. Addington to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 

Sir, Foreign Office, March 10, 1849. 

I AM directed by Viscount Palmerston to transmit to you an extract of a despatch 
from Her Majesty’s Consul at Massowah,* suggesting the expediency of a survey being 
made of the port of Amphylla; and 1 am to request that you will lay this paper before 
the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty for their consideration, in the event of a 
murrey of the coasts of the Red Sea being ordered by the Board. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) H. U. ADDINGTON. 


No. 67. 

The Secretary to the Admiralty to Mr. Addington.—(Received March 21.) 

8ir, Admiralty, March 20, 1849. 

HAVING laid before my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty your letter of the 
10th instant, transmitting an extract of a despatch from Her Majesty’s |Consul at 
Massowah suggesting the expediency of a survey being made of the port of Amphylla, 
for their Lordships’ consideration, in the event of a survey of the coasts of the Red Sea 
being undertaken by their Lordships, I am commanded by my Lords to acquaint you, 
for the information of Viscount Palmerston, that at present their Lordships have not any 
Surveyors in the East Indies. Their Lordships’ Hydrograpber has, however, examined 
the survey of the Red 8ea made by the officers of the East India Company, and finds that 
the ports in question are duly marked there, but on too small a scale to answer the 
Consul’s views. 

Their Lordships desire me to add that, if the object is of consequence, Lord 
Palmerston perhaps might induce the Court of Directors of the East India Company to 
send a vessel from Bombay to execute this survey. 

I am. &c. 

(Signed) H. G. WARD. 


No. 68. 

Viscount Palmerston to Sir J. Hobhouse. 

Sir, Foreign Office, March 28, 1849. 

I HAVE the honour to state to you that I called the attention of the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiraltyf to a suggestion made by Her Majesty’s Consul in 
Abyssinia, mat if the Board of Admiralty should undertake any survey in the Red Sea, 
such survey should specifically be extended to the port of Amphylla, which is represented 


• No. 62. 


f No. 66. 


as being of easier access than that of Massowah, and as being likely therefore to be of 
considerable importance with a view to the establishment of commercial intercourse with 
the interior of Abyssinia. 

I have since been informed by the Board of Admiralty that the Admiralty have not 
at the present moment any surveyors in the East Indies, and that the Admiralty Hydro¬ 
grapher, upon examining the survey of the Red Sea made by the officers of the East 
India Company, finds that the port in question is duly marked thereon, but on too small a 
scale to answer the purposes referred to by Mr. Consul Plowden. 

Under these circumstances, and considering that it would be desirable that a more 
exact survey of the port of Amphylla should be made, I should wish to know from you 
whether such a survey could, without much inconvenience, be made by some of'the 
vessels belonging to the East India Company. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 



No. 69. 


Sir J. Hobhouse to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received March 30.) 

My Lord, India Board, March 29, 1849. 

WITH reference to my letter of the 1st instant,* I have to acquaint your Lordship 
that, by a despatch dated the 26th ultimo, the Political Agent at Aden has informed the 
Secret Committee of the East India Company, that at Massowah all is again quiet, the 
Abyssinian army having returned to their mountains on the payment of 12,000 German 
crowns by the Turkish Governor. Her Majesty’s Consul was eight days’journey inland, 
and his despatches had not reached the Company’s brigantine “ Tigris,” but were daily 
expected. 

I have, Ac. 

(8igned) JOHN HOBHOUSE. 


No. 70. 

Mr. C. A. Murray to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received April 2.) 

(No. 14.) 

My Lord, Cairo , March 18, 1849. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch No. 4, 
dated the 17th of February last,+ with an inclosure from Mr. Consul Plowden, instructing 
me to make certain representations to the Egyptian Government in respect to illegal 
exactions levied at Massowah by the Governor of that town. 

On applying to Artin Bey concerning this subject, I was informed by him that 
Massowah is no longer under the administration of the Egyptian Viceroy, having been 
lately restored to the Sublime Porte ; I shall therefore forward a copy of your Lordship’s 
despatch and of its inclosure to Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Constantinople, leaving it to 
his Excellency to make the requisite representations to the Sublime Porte. 

In a former despatch I had the honour of intimating to your Lordship that, so soon 
as the Egyptian Viceroy should find himself compelled to abandon the monopoly of the 
products of Senaar, he would immediately resign the government of the towns of Massowah 
and Souakin, which are remote and far separated from Egypt, and the government of 
which Mehemet Ali obtained solely in order that he might command the only eastern 
outlet for the produce of Senaar and Soudan. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CH. A. MURRAY. 



No. 71. 


Mr. Pennington to Mr. Addington.—(Received April 5.) 

Sir, Treasury Chambers, April 5, 1849. ’ 

A BILL having been drawn on the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury, 
by Consul Plowden, dated Adowah, 1st January, 1849, for 100/., on account of quarterly 
allowance for office expenses and house rent of which no advice has been received, 1 am 
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Viscount Palmerston to Consul Plowden. 

(No. 1.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, April 6, 1849 

I HAVE received your despatches to No. 15 of the 10th of December inclusive. 
With reference to your despatch No. 15 of the 10th of December,* I have to 
acquaint you that any protection which a British Consul at Massowah could properly under 
present circumstances afford to natives of Abyssinia at that place, must be unofficial. Any 
attempt to do more would involve Her Majesty’s Government in many difficulties and 
embarrassing discussiqps. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 


commanded bv my Lords to request you will move Vuooulit Palmerston to favour this 
Board with his opinion whether it may he proper to pay the said bill. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) G. J. PENNINGTON. 


Answered “ Ye8. ,, Printed Letter, April 5, 1849. 


No. 72. 


No. 73. 


(No. 1. Consular.) 

Sir, Adowah, January 1, 1849. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that I have been at my post in Abyssinia, and 
engaged in the execution of my duty during the whole of the quarter ending the 31st 
December, 1848. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 74. 


Consul Plowden to Mr. Bidwell.—(Received April 18.) 


(No. 2. Consular.) 

Sir, . Adowah , January 1, 1849. 

I BEG to inform you that I have this day drawn a set of bills on Her M ijesty's 
Treasury to my order, at thirty days after sight, for the sum of 100/. sterling, being on 
account of my office and house-reqt allowances as authorized by Viscount Palmerston. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 75. 


Consul Plowden to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received April 18.) 


(No. 3. Consular.) 

My Lord, Adowa, January 27, 1849. 

AS 1 could not carry my consular registers and accounts into Abyssinia without some 
risk of losing them, I have left them in safety at Massowah, I have therefore to request 
your Lordship’s indulgence as to my accounts for the past year, &c., which 1 shall be 
unable to furnish till my return; in the meantime, should any accident occur to me, 
my successor will have no difficulty in arranging them from the documents 1 have 
left. 

I have, 8cc. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


Consul Plowden to Mr. Bidwell. 


—(Received April 18.) 
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No. 76. 

Consul Plowden to Viscount Palmerston.—{Received April 18.) 

(No. 1.) 

My Lord, Adowa , January 27, 1849. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship of my arrival in safety thus far, with 
the presents destined for Ras Ali. Though suffering from a severe illness 1 have been 
able to pay a visit to Dejaj Oobeay, the Chief of Tigr£, at his residence in Lemcn, four 
days' journey, and having been well received by him, have obtained his promise of 
protection and convoy through his territories. The Abyssinian Christian merchants 
have hailed my arrival with joy, and 1 believe intend, through Ras Ali, to petition 
for the British protection at Massowah. 1 leave this, if strong enough, to-morrow 
for the interior, and though some difficulties still await tne, as no effort shall be spared on 
my part, I trust soon to send to your Lordship an account of my safe arrival at the camp 
of the Ras. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 77. 

Consul Plowden to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received April 18.) 

(No. 2.) 

My Lord, Adowah, January 27, 1849. 

I HAVE to inform your Lordship that since my departure for Massowah the forces 
of Dejaj Oobeay have made a descent upon the coast, declaring that the Turkish troops, 
by occupying the mainland, had trespassed upon the ancient dominions of Abyssinia, and 
had, by crushing the Naib, prevented that Chief from paying to Dejaj Oobeay his 
accustomed tribute. They burnt the town of Moncooloo; my house with the rest; but 
this, I believe, from what I can learn, was the effect of the malice with which I am 
regarded by many of the inhabitants of Massowah, partly from fear and partly from 
fanaticism. 

It is probable that succours will be sent from Egypt to the Governor of Massowah, 
who will use them for further conquests. It would be well, should the occasion be now 
taken to settle the question of their rights in this quarter, and if, as is probable, the 
Chief of Tigri* should address a letter to Her Majesty on the subject, I trust that your 
Lordship will give it prompt consideration. In the meantime, I would beg your Lord¬ 
ship to send an energetic message to Massowah regarding any interception of my 
correspondence, or threatening and ill-usage of my messengers, as without this the 
arrival of my letters will be uncertain; and the last messenger I sent reports that he was 
even threatened with death by the inhabitants. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 78. 

Consul Plowden to Viscount Palmerston —{Received April 18.) 

(No. 3.) 

My Lord, Adowah t January 28, 1849. 

bROM further information I have received to-day I have every reason to believe 
that the burning of my house on the coast was effected through the agency of the 
French Consular Agent, M. de Goutier, and the Governor of Massowah. The French 
Agent has always supported the right of the Turks to the main land, and his house 
having been burnt by the Abyssinian troops, mine, it appears, was fired after their 
departure. 

M. de Goutier pretends also to have suffered a large loss of property, which is 
untrue; and the claim made only to give the French Government a pretext for 
threatening the Chief of Tigr4, and perhaps for sending forces in the direction of 
Massowah, I cannot, being absent, furnish direct proof, but it is well that I should inform 
your Lordship of what is at least probable. 

The General of Oobeay offered to return to M. de Goutier all his property, which 
the latter refused. Being only Consular Agent at Massowah, his building a house on 
the mainland was at his own risk, as he refused to accord any right to Dejqj Oobeay, 
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saying it belonged to tbe Turkish Governor. The Chief of Tigr-6 demands that the 
Turks should not quit the island of Massowah* apid that the Naib ruling the coast as 
heretofore, should pay tribute to the Abyssinians. The Naib at present has retired to 
the mountains, refusing to enter Massowah. 

I trust that if the Chief of Tigr£ should claim your Lordship's protection, it will be 
afforded decisively, by declaring that the English Government do not consider the 
possession of the Island of Massowah to involve any authority over the coast, and that 
the Turks or others who have now Buffered in consequence of residing on the main land 
have no right to claim reparation except as private individuals. This point carried would 
lead to the appointment of the Naib by Dejaj Oobcay, and the Naib residing on the 
coast would soon learn to respect our commerce in any port on the main land that might 
be selected. 

I have, &c. 

(8igned) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 79. 

Afr. C. A. Murray to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received April 18.) 

(No. 20.) * 

My Lord, Alexandria , April 5, 1849. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith copy of a despatch recently addressed by me 
to his Excellency Sir Stratford Canning, relative to the subject of Mr. Consul Plowden's 
despatches Nos. 1, 2, and 3, dated Adowah. January 27, 28, and 29, 1849, which 
reached me under flying seal on the 23rd ultimo, and are forwarded to your Lordship by 
this mail. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CH. A. MURRAY. 


Inclosure in No. 79. 

Afr. C. A. Murray to Sir 8. Canning. 

Sir, Cairo, March 25, 1849. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copies of three despatches from Her 
Mtucsty’s Consul for Abyssinia, addressed to Lord Palmerston, and forwarded through me 
under flying seal.* 

Your Excellency will observe that, as the towns of Massowah and Souakin are now 
under the direct government of the Porte, whatever representations Her Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment may think fit to make in consequence of the information sent by Mr. Plowden will 
be made through the Embassy; wherefore I have thought it my duty to take the earliest 
opportunity of transmitting these papers to your Excellency* 

I have, See. 

(Signed) CH. A. MURRAY. 
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No. 80. 

Viscount Palmerston to Sir S. Canning 

(No. 92.) 

Sir, Foreign Office , April 23, 1849. 

I HAVE been informed by Mr. Consul-General Murray that he has transmitted to 
your Excellency copies of Mr. Consul Plowden’s despatches from Adowah, Nos. 1,2, and 3, 
of the 27th January,* respecting an attack made from Abyssinia on the territories on the 
mainland, near Massowah. 

In one of these despatches Mr. Plowden alludes to a supposed intention on the part 
of the Abyssinian Christian merchants to petition for British protection at Massowah. 
Mr. Plowden had already touched upon this point in a previous despatch, of which I 
inclose a copy for your Excellency’s information ;f and you will perceive by the inclosed 
copy of my reply to Mr. Plowden,} that I consider that a British Consul at Massowah 

• No*. 76, 77, Md 78. t No. 64 J No. 72. 
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could not without great inconvenience interfere otherwise than unofficially in favour of 
these persons. 

With regard to the wish expressed by Mr. Plowden in bis despatch No. 2, that 
measures should be taken to prevent his correspondence being intercepted at Massowah, 
your Excellency will apply to the Turkish Government for instructions to their authorities 
at Massowah to that effect. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 


No. 81. 

Afr. C. A. Murray to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received June 5.) 

(No. 32.) 

My Lord, Cairo, May 21, 1849. 

ON receipt of the document herewith inclosed, your Lordship would naturally be 
tempted to consider it a hoax; but, on examining the messenger who brought it, I have 
satisfied myself that it really is a missive from the young King of Shoa. 

If credit may be given to the statement of the messenger, the young King has, of late, 
considerably increased his power and influence, and has compelled Ras Ali and others of 
the neighbouring rival Princes to succumb or retire. On this head it is probable that more 
certain advices will arrive from Mr. Consul Plowden. 

The messenger says that the presents from the young King to Her Majesty have been 
sent by way of Aden. 1 believe that the animal called “ koba ” in the translation is nothing 
more nor less than the rhinoceros; it seems to be an error of the translator, as the koba is 
a much smaller animal, and its horns are not considered useful or valuable. 

The messenger is about to pursue his pilgrimage to Jerusalem, and I have promised 
him that on his return he should have a reply to the King’s letter, which promise I trust 
your Lordship will enable me to fulfil. 

The letter is in the Araharic language; possibly there may be scholars in London 
capable of making a better translation than the one herewith inclosed. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CH. A. MURRAY. 


Inclosnre in No. 81. 

The King of Shoa to Her Majesty the Queen. 

(Translation.) 

This letter is sent from the King of Shoa, Beshshaheh Ouerid, for the Queen of 

England. 

Madam, 

I PRESENT you all my respects. You well know that my father was your good 
friend, and I, I am his son. 

I am about to reproach you because you did not write to me or send any one to me at 
the death of my father, but now I beg you to send me 1,500 dollars, if there are of gold 
I wish the same amount of gold. 

I hope that the mission may be rapidly made by Dr. Krapf, and your officers who are 
with him, as far as Massowah. 

Madam, I hope you will not neglect to write to me for all things you desire to have. 
I will send them to you with the greatest pleasure as far as Aden. 

[Note. —Dr. Krapf is a German missionary who was for some time resident in the 
Kingdom of Shoa, and who is now supposed to be engaged in a Mission to Zanzibar.] 


Private Instructions conveyed by the Messenger. 

I will send as far as to Aden twenty-six elephants’ tusks and thirty-one kobas’ 
horns. 

I also beg that you will send me persons who can make a crown, and make cannons, 
and paint pictures, and build palaces. 
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Translation of the preceding Letter made by the British and Foreign Bible Society. 

Superscription.—For the Sovereign Lady.* * * § 

MAY this diploma,t sent from Bashah Ourad, King of Shoa, safely reach the Queen 
of the country of the Franks .1 How is your Majesty in health ? Now my father was your 
Majesty’s friend, and I am his son reigning since his death. Why is it that your Majesty 
has not sent to me one young man of your attendants ? Now then if there be 1,000 or 
500 pieces of silver or gold at hand, put them in charge of the young man Krapf, and let 
your Majesty 6end them to me speedily by him, as a friendly gift$ 

Let your Majesty inform me of your wishes. I will send over as far as Aden. 


[Answered by Viscount Palmerston, July 4, 1849. See No. 91.] 


No. 82. 

Consul Plowden to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received June 28.) 

(No. 4.) 

My Lord, Debra Tabor , March 3, 1849. 

I INCLOSE a letter to myself from Dejaj Oobeay, Chief of Tigre, with a trans¬ 
lation annexed, containing a request for some European masons to build him a church. 
As Dejaj Oobeay is a man of his word, I have little doubt that he will treat them well 
and with liberality. As he has received me with every respect, and has shown every 
desire for our friendship, 1 would recommend that Her Majesty’s Government send him 
the workmen he desires, even should they be guaranteed a certain sum per annum. 

The Chief of Tigrd has up to this time shown the greatest contempt for all 
Europeans, and I may say that I have effected in our favour a complete change in his 
ideas; of this I trust that your Lordship will take present advantage, which can most 
effectually he done by meeting his wishes. Should your Lordship be of my opinion, 1 
would recommend that one man of creditable attainments as an architect and, if possible, 
bridge builder, be sent as chief, with four assistant*, who should understand stone-cutting 
and the making of bricks; they should be amply provided with instruments for these 
purposes and for building ; should a carpenter be added for the wood-work, it would be 
better, with tools for felling trees, &c., a turning-lathe. After their arrival at Massowah 
I shall arrange for their reception in Abyssinia, even if still with Ras Ali, and if they 
should be sent, 1 trust with promptitude. 

The request on the part of Dejaj Oobeay shows a high confidence in us, and it will 
be a good commencement of that friendly intercourse between the two nations that ia 
desired by Her Majesty’s Government. 

I have &c 

(Signed) ’ WALTER PLOWDEN. 


• Literally : “ It belongs to.” or “ it is for,” M the Lady.” As the word translated Lady, though applied 
also to inferior rank, is used by subjects of their Sovereign. I have thought “Sovereign Lady" the fairest 
translation of it here. In the body of the letter, where the word Majesty is introduced, there is no distinct 
word bearing that sense in the Amharic text; but, as the honorific forms of uouu» and verbs are used, it seemed 
the fairest way of representing the meaning of them to make use of the title that wc are accustomed to apply 
to royalty. 

t “ Official letter.” “ despatch.” 

j The word in Amharic here is “ Farage," which I cannot doubt to be a mere casual mistake for “ Farange," 
or, as it is sometimes expressed in Homan letters, “ Feringe,”—the well-known appellation of the nations of 
Western Europe in the East. 

§ This sentence, in which the main point and substance of the whole letter lies, is unliappilv so deficient in 
grammatical construction and connexion that I am unable to give a literal translation of it. I have set-down 
above what appears to me to be its general purport. 

The word which I suppose to be a proper name, “ Krapf," is written “ Kramf,” and there is an erasure in 
it as though it had been at first intended to spell it differently. This is easily accounted for, if Krapf is the name 
intended, there being no " p,” properly speaking, in the Amharic alphabet, though a substitute is used for it by the 
learned. Mr. Krapf was a missionary in Abyssinia, who, from his knowledge of the language, was very useful to 
Captain Harris during his residence there. 

The observations that I have made about irregularity of construction and consequent obscurity and 
uncertainty of the sense, apply also to the clause, “ and I am his son, reiguiug since his death.” 
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Inclosure in No. 82. 

Dejaj Oobeay to Consul Plouden. 

(Translation) 

Dejaj Oobeay, greeting, to Mr. Plowden, 

IF you can find five or three workmen if possible at Massowah, if not by sending to 
your country, builders or masons, bring them tor me; if they wish for lands or appoint¬ 
ments I will give them plenty; if they wish for wages I will give them wages and take 
care of them. 


No. 83. 

Consul Plowden to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received June 28.) 

(No. 5.) 

My Lord, Debra Tabor , March 3, 1849. 

WITH reference to my despatches Nos. 2 and 3 of this year,* I have now the honour 
to inclose a letter from Dejaj Oobeay, with a translation annexed, reqnesting the assistance 
and interference of Her Majesty in regard to his claims upon the coast of the Red Sea, 
and the late descent of his forces in the direction of Massowah. I trust that your Lord- 
ship will take immediate occasion of this opportunity for deciding the question between 
the Abyssinions and the Governor of Massowah, in favour of the former, which will put us 
at liberty to choose a favourable harbour for our commerce and intercourse with 
Abyssinia. Should your Lordship so arrange this allair as that the Turkish Government 
should lay no claim to anything beyond the Island of Massowah; the rest may be safely 
left to me, and I trust that your Lordship will assist me thus far and promptly, as it may 
be long before so favourable an opportunity presents itself, or any European obtain the 
influence I now possess in these countries. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


Inclosurc in No. 83. 

Dejaj Oobeay to Her Majesty the Queen. 

(Translation.) 

DEJAJ OOBEAY, greeting, to Her Majesty Victoria, Queen of the English:— 
Formerly my ancestors were in possession of, and governed all the coast of the Red 
Sea and Massowah; recently when wc quarrelled amongst ourselves, the Turks took 
possession of Massowah. After this, two years back, they also sent troops to the main¬ 
land, and occupied Moncooloo and Arkeeko. The Naib of Arkeeko being thus prevented 
from paying me my usual tribute, I this year sent down my forces and drove the Turks 
back into the Island of Massowah. You are a Christian Queen, and the friend of 
Christians; you are powerful, and I now request your assistance and friendship, that you 
will not permit the Mahommedan forces to ravage and occupy my territories, hut will 
insist on their remaining content with the possession of the Island of Massowah (though 
that even they have no right to), without setting foot on the mainland, or interfering with 
the Naib that I appoint at Arkeeko and the coast. My soldiers, by mistake and from 
ignorance, burnt the house of your Consul at Moncooloo for which I was sorry. I wish 
much for the friendship of the English, and trust that you will now show the sincerity of 
your good-will towards Abyssinia. 


[Answered July 3, 1849. See Inclosure in No. 88 by Viscount Palmerston.] 


No. 84. 

Consul Plowden to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received June 28.) 

(No. 6.) 

My Lord, Debra Tabor , March 3, 1849. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship of my safe arrival at this place, the 
residence of Ras Ali, on the 27th February. 

The next day I presented the gifts of Her Majesty to the Ras, with the accompanying 
letter, everything has arrived in good order. 

• Not. 77 and 7«- 

M 
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The Raa was much delighted with the present, and expressed his intention to do 
everything in his power to retain the friendship of myself and of the English nation. I 
hinted but lightly at a Treaty and its advantages, as I rather fish the proposal to come 
in part from himself. To all he replied that he would talk mattere over with me at leisure, 
with continued assurances of friendship and good-will. I doubt not that 1 shall induce him 
to sign the Treaty, though X am not so sure of obtaining his consent to the signature of 
the Emperor, with whom he is now at variance. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 85. 

Contul Plowden to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received June 28.) 

lly Lord, Debra Tabor. March 5, 1849. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge your despatch No. 5 of the 14th October, 1848.* 
The person proposing an establishment at Ampbylla, is at present in the interior ol 
Abyssinia. Should I obtain any further information from him regarding his views, 1 shall 


communicate it immediately. 


(Signed) 


I have, &c. 


WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 86. 

Consul Plowden to Mr. Bidwell.—(Received June 28.) 

(No. 4. Consular.) 

Debra Tabor , March 5, 1849. 

I BEG to acknowledge the receipt this day of your despatch No. 9 of the 6th ot 
October, 1848,f and herewith return my despatch No. 8 of the 15tu August, 1848, rewritten 
as directed. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 87. 

Consul Plowden to Mr. Bid well.—(Received June 28.) 

No. 6. Consular.) x, elra Tabor, March 5, 1849. 

' I HAVE the honour to acknowlege receipt of your circular of September 12,1848,t 
with two incloBurcs; also of your circular of September 14, 1848,§ to the contents ot 
which I shall pay due attention. 

. I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


£ 


No. 88. 

Viscount Palmerston to Consul Plowden. 

(No. 2.) 

^ Foreign Office, July 3, 1849. 

I HAVE received your despatches to No. 7 of the 5th of March inclusive. 

With reference to ‘the request from Dejaj Oobeay, contained in his letter to the 
Queen inclosed in your despatch No. 5 of the 3rd of March, || that the British Government 
would support his claims on certain portions of the coast ot the Red Sea, I have to state 
to you that this is a matter with which it would not be advisable for Her Majesty’s 

Government at present to meddle. . 

I have accordingly addressed the inclosed letter to Dejaj Oobeay in reply to his 


• No. 49. t No. 48. 

f For Return of Number of British Mercantile Houses. 


t Trade Acta Amended Paragraphs of General Instruction*. 

4 ”— 


y No. 83. 
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letter to the Queen, and I have to instruct you to forward it to that Chief, with a 
translation made from the copy of it herewith transmitted to you. 

1 am, Sic. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 


Inclosure in No. 88. 

Viscount Palmerston to Dejaj Oobeay. 

Foreign Office , July 3, 1849. 

I AM commanded by the Queen to acquaint you that Her Majesty has received 
your letter,* in which you request her assistance in support of your claims to the possession 
of certain districts on the coast of the Red Sea near Massowah, which you state to have 
been occupied and ravaged by the Turkish forces. The Queen commands me to assure 
you that she would gladly do anything which might be agreeable to you in this rettpect 
if the circumstances of the ease admitted of her supporting your claims. But the Sultan 
of Turkey is also a friend of the Queen, and it w inconsistent with the principles which 
regulate Her Majesty’s conduct towards other Powers to pronounce an opinion on any 
point on which her friends are at issue without being previously applied to by both the 
dissentient parties. The Queen accepts the expression of your regret for the damage 
occasioned to the property of her servant at Moncooloo by the conduct of your soldiers, 
and she desires me to assure you that she takes a lively interest in your welfare, and 
that she will always rejoice to hear through her servant Plowden that you are in the 
enjoyment of good health and worldly prosperity. 

1 subscribe, &c. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 


Minute. 

Sir S. Canning might be instructed to inquire as to this matter of dispute. 


No. 89. 

Viscount Palmerston to Sir S. Canning. 

(No. 167.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, July 3, 1849. 

YOUR Excellency will have seen in Mr. Consul Plowden’s despatches Nos. 2 and 3 
of this year,+ of which copies were forwarded to you by Mr. Murray, that the Abyssinians 
under Dejaj Oobeay had made a descent on the coast of the Red Sea, opposite to the 
Island of Massowah, with the view of expelling the Turks from the places which they 
occupied in that quarter. 

I received, a few days ago, from Mr. Plowden, a further despatch on this subject, 
inclosing a letter from Dejaj Oobeay to the Queen requesting Her Majesty’s assistance in 
support of his claims to the district in question. I inclose, for your Excellency’s informa¬ 
tion, copies of those papers, and of a letter which I have addressed to Dejaj Oobeay 
and I have to instruct your Excellency to endeavour to ascertain on w hat grounds the 
respective claims of the Porte and of the Abyssinians to the district in question are 
supposed to rest.$ 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 



No. 90. 

Mr. Addington to the Secretary to the Commissioners of Woods. 

Sir, Foreign Office , July 3, !849. 

I AM directed by Viscount Palmerston to transmit to you, to be laid before the 
Commissioners of Woods and Works, a copy of a despatch from Her Majesty’s Consul in 
Abyssinia,|| on the subject of a request made to him by the Chief of Tigr6 for the 
services of some European masons and workmen; and I am to request that the Commis¬ 
sioners of Woods and Works will have the goodness to acquaint Lord Palmerston 

• lncloaure in Not. 83. f No. 77 and 78. J No. 83 and Incloture; and Incloture in No. 88. *• 

4 See further despatch dated June 7, 1850, No. 139. B No. 82. 
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whether it is possible to comply with this request, and if so what would be the probable 
cost. ! 

I am, &c, 

(Signed) H. U. ADDINGTON. 


No. 91. 

Viscount Pulmerston to the King of Shoa. 

Foreign Office, July 4, 1849. 

i AM commanded by the Queen to acquaint you that Her Majesty has received the 
friendly letter* which your Agent delivered to the Consul General Murray for trans¬ 
mission to England. The Queen thanks you for your inquiries after her health, and she 
hopes that you also are in good health, and that you will long continue to rule over the 
country which you have inherited from your late father. The Queen thanks you for the 
elephants’ tusks and kobas’ horns which your agent states that you hare sent to Aden 
for Her Majesty, and she commands me in return to send you, in the gold coin of her 
country, the sum of money which you desire to receive. 

With rcSpect to your wish for the assistance of some men skilled in the arts, Her 
Majesty commands me to explain to you that the distance between England and your 
country is great, and the journey occupies much time; and, moreover, the workmen in 
her dominions are at present much employed: but if any should be at liberty it any 
future time and willing to go to Shoa, the Queen would be very glad that any of her 
subjects should be useful to you in any of the things which you mention. 

With every wish for your personal welfare, 1 subscribe myself your sincere friend, 

J J (Signed) PALMERSTON. 


No. 92. 

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. C. A. Murray. 

(No. 17.) 

Sir, Foreign Office , July 4, 1840. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith a letter which I have addressed to the King of Shoaf 
in reply to the letter from him to the Queen, which was inclosed in your despatch No. 32 
Of the 21st of May.J 

You will cause a translation of this letter to be made from the copy which I also 
send you, and you will deliver it, with the original letter, to the King of Sho&’s agent on 
his return from Jerusalem. 

I also inclose a packet containing 300 sovereigns, as mentioned in my letter to the 
King of Shoa, which you will deliver to the King’s Agent, to be conveyed to his master. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 


No. 93. 

Sir S. Canning to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received July 5.) 

(No. 190.) 

My Lord, Constantinople , June 6, 1849. 

I HAVE applied to the Turkish Government for Vizirial letters directing the autho¬ 
rities at Massowah and Souakin to protect the correspondence and messengers arriving 
there from Her Majesty’s Consul, Mr. Plowden. I have not yet received an official reply, 
but Aali Pasha’s language induces me to suppose that my application will soon be complied 
with. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) STRATFORD CANNING. 


* Imlosure 1 in No. 81. f No. 91. £ No. 81. 

/ 


No. 94. 

Sir S. Canning to Viscount Palmerston (Received July 5.) 


(No. 201.) 

My Lord, Constantinople , June 19, 1849. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith in translation a Vizirial letter, the original of 
which 1 have obtained and transmitted to Mr. Murray for the protection ol Mr. Plowden’s 
correspondence on its passage through the port of Massowah. I have endeavoured to 
provide for contingencies by getting it expressed in comprehensive terms, and applied to 
Souakin as well as to Massowah. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) STRATFORD CANNING. 


Inclosure in No. 94. 

Vizirial Letter addressed to Hassib Pasha. 

(Traduction.) . 19 Regib, 1265 (10 Jut*, 1849). 

L’AMBASSADE Britannique a deinande' par un Tacrir que les autorit^s de la Sublime 
Porte dans les ^chelles do Massowah et de Souakin facilitent le transport de lettres ct 
d’autres objets que les Agents du Gouvernement d’Angleterre qui se trouvent dans 
l’intdrieur de l’Afrique expedient voie les echelles sus-mentionn6es. 

Donner une assistance complete dans des operations de cette nature est une suite 
n&essaire des relations amicales qui existent heureusement entre la Sublime Porte et la 
Cour de la Grande Bretagne, et des Trade's conclus entre les deux Gouvernements. Ainsi 
votre Excellence voudra bien donner des ordres rigoureux aux autorite's des Echelles 
susdites’d’avoir k faeiliter 1’expedition des lettres et d’autres choses arrives \k; eUmettre 
tous leurs soins k donner dans ces occasions toutes esp^ces de protection et d’asbistance. Et 
c est k ces tins que j’ecris la pr&ente lettre it votre Excellence. 

(Signd) MUSTAPI1A RESHID. 


3.) 


No. 95. 

Ft'scotm/ Palmerston to Consul Plowdtn. 


fNo. 

„ Foreign 0//in\ July r>, 1849. 

>M IH reference to vour despatch No. 2 of the 27th of January, 1 inclose, for your 
information, a copy of a Vizirial letter* which, at the request of Sir Stratford Canning 
the Porte has addressed to the Pasha of Djiddah for the protection of your correspondence 
at Souakin and at Massowah. 


(Signed) 


I am, &c. 


PALMERSTON. 


No. 96. 


Viscount Palmerston to Sir S. Canninq. 

(No 172.) 

, Foreign Office , July 6, 1849. 

I HAVE to instruct your Excellency to thank the Turkish Government for the 
instructions which have been given to the Pasha of Jeddah, as reported in your despatch 
No. 201 of the 19th of June,t for the protection of Mr. Consul Plowden’s correspondence 
at Souakin and at Massowah. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 


No. 97. 


Mr. Turner to Mr. Addington.—{Received July 14.) 

Sh 1 , ^ Office of Woods and Forests, July 14, 1849. 

I HAVE, on behalf of the Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Woods, Ac., to acknow¬ 
ledge the receipt of your letter of the 3rd instant ,\ transmitting, by direction of Viscount 
Palmerston, a copy of a despatch from Mr. Plowden, Her Majesty’s Consul at Abyssinia 
on the subject of a request made to him by the Chief of Tigr^, for the services of some 
English masons and builders, and inquiring whether it is possible to comply with such 
request, and what would be the probable cost. 

• Inclosure in No. 94. f No. 94. \ No. 90 
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I am, on behalf of the Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Woods, &c., to acquaint you, 
for his Lordship's information, that the climate of Abyssinia, the expense of travelling, 
conveyance, residence, and personal maintenance, are so little known here, that any statement 
by this Board of the probable cost of such an establishment must he considered only as a 
proximate estimate of the expenditure to be incurred for the service described. 

1 am also to observe that the number of persons (three or live) mentioned in the letter 
to Mr. Consul Plowden appears to be too few to afford proper aid to each other, or to 
euable the Chief to form an adequate iden of the value of the services of English workmen, 
there being no class of workmen known as builders, and that carpenters and smiths must 
necessarily, for the purposes desired, accompany masons and bricklayers. 

According to Mr. Plowden's recommendation a creditable architect, with a knowledge 
of bridge-building (a properly qualified professional officer), with his staff, will be required to 
meet the requisition. The personal services of such a staff would probably cost from 1,000/. 
to 1,500/. per annum, and their outfit with tools and machinery commensurate for effecting 
the Government’s objects by such a mission would require an outlay of (say) 1,000/.; and 
a competent interpreter also seems to be an essential requisite for the success of such an 
enterprise. 

If Lord Palmerston shall entertain Mr. Plowden’s proposition for sending an English 
architect and artificers to the Chief of Tigr£, it is submitted for his Lordship’s consideration 
that the period and conditions of the proposed engagement should be distinctly ascertained, 
and that the parties should be at liberty to quit the service at their discretion, and be 
satisfied that while employed their personal safety and agreed-for remuneration would be 
secured; as without some such assurance it is doubtful whether respectable English 
mechanics would be induced to undertake such a service, for which none but inen of good 
character in every respect can be fit. 

I am likewise to state that the Board will ascertain whether either of the English 
foremen now at Constantinople can be dispensed with, in time for, and be induced to 
enter on, this service; and that the Board will defer taking other proceedings until they 
shall be apprized of the further views of Lord Palmerston on the subject. 

/Signed A. TURNER. 

No. 98. 

Viscount Palmerston to Consul Plowden. 

(N°. 4.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, July 23, 1849. 

1 COMMUNICATED to the Commissioners of Woods and Works your despatch 
No. 4 of the 3rd of March,* respecting the wish of Ras Oobeay that some workmen 
should be sent to him from England, ami I inclose, for your information, an extract of a 
letter which has been received from that office in reply.! 

Considering the difficulties and the expenses which would attend a compliance with 
Ran Oobeay's request, it is desirable that you should divert his thoughts from the notion 
of obtaining the assistance of English workmen ; but, if you cannot do so, you must send 
me some more precise and specific information as to the purpose for which these persons 
would he wanted, and as to the length of time during which they would he required to 
remain in Abyssinia. 

It is possible that the assistance desired by Ras Oobeay might be obtained from 
India more easily than from England, and natives of that country would doubtless be 
quite competent to perform any services which the Ras might require of them. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 


No. 99. 

Mr. Addington to the Commissioners of Woods. 

Sir, Foreign Office , July 23, 1849. 

I AM directed by Viscount Palmerston to request that you will acquaint the 
Commissioners of Woods and Works, with reference to your letter of the 14th instant,! 
that it is not necessary at present to take any further steps in regard to the question of 
sending workmen to Abyssinia, which formed the subject of my letter of the 3rd instant. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) H. U. ADDINGTON. 


• No. 82. 


t No. 97. 
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No. 100. 

Sir J. Hobhouse to Viscourt Palmerston.—(Received July 3 .) 

My Lord, India Board, July 31, 1849. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit, for your information, an extract, relating to 
Abyssinia, of a letter, dated the 7th ultimo, addressed by Lieutenant George Adams of 
the Indian navy to the East India Company’s “ Political Agent at Aden.” 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) JOHN HOBHOUSE. 


Inclosure in No. 100. 

Lieutenant Adams , R.N., to the Political Agent at Aden. 

(Extract) June 7, 1849. 

ABYSSINIA has been getting on quietly and well; since the raid of Obei, 
nothing has occurred : however, a few days since, news came to Massowah that Carthsei, 
a dependent of Ras Ali, had refused to appear when called on by him to do so, and it 
was thought that disturbances would shortly break out in consequence, more especially 
as Obei is on good terms with Ras Ali and is said to be inciting him to fall upon 
Carthsei and seize his territories. Near Gondar, gold has been found in great quantities. 

Massowah and Souakin are to be given over to the Sultan: Salim Effendi has 
arrived at Massowah, and the place is to be under his hands. The Sultan’s troops have 
not yet arrived, but are expected some time this month, when Kaled Beg, the present 
Governor, goes to Cairo, and the Egyptian troops proceed to Abbas Pasha’s district in 
Nubia. 

A deputation of Indian merchants waited on me; they said they were well-treated, 
and that the duty charged on imports and exports was quite correct. I had previously 
waited on the Governor and Salem Etiendi requesting them to protect and see respect 
shown to them, and which they said should he done. 

M. de Goutier was to leave for Cairo on the 6th June, he having been relieved by 
M. Bolange who has been sent out by the French Government; the latter speaks a little 
English, hut has no knowledge of Turkish or Arabic. M. le Fevre, who has been 
travelling for some years, has been recalled to France. The master of the French brig 
u Grenouille ” has remained at Massowah for mercantile purposes. 

The former French Consul and Mr. Stephen have made the town of Goob Ducnoo; 
they have discovered a number of hot springs at the lower eud of the inlet, temperature 
of some, 142°, of others, 160°; also a small river, some temples (pillars of black granite), 
and the ruins of a large fortification. At Dissec, on the eastern side, silver ore was 
found. 


No. 100*. 

Mr. C. A. Murray to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received August 20.) 

(No. 43.) 

My Lord, Cairo, July 25, 1849. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch No. 17 
bearing date of the 4th instant, and inclosing a letter addressed to the King ot Shoa, as 
also of a separate packet containing 300 sovereigns; and I beg to assure you that, on the 
return from Jerusalem of the King of Shoa’s messenger, I will not fail carefully to 
execute the whole of the instructions conveyed to me in your Lordship’s despatch above 
named. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) CH. A. MURRAY. 


No. 101. 

Mr. W. H. Plowden to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received September 28.) 

My dear Lord, 8, Devonshire Place, September 28, 1849. 

I HAVE just received the accompanying letter from a Mr. Savary, and knowing 
your Lordship to take some interest in the country to which it refers, I have deemed it 
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my duty to transmit the letter for your perusal and information. Mr. Savary is. I think, 
somewhat speculative in his views of our establishing an Empire in Africa, but be never¬ 
theless appears to be a man of experience and observation, and I lament to perceive is 
suffering severely from his adventurous joumeyings. I have not yet replied to his letter, 
but I think your Lordship may consider it interesting, and I feel assured will pardon the 
liberty I am taking in submitting it to your perusal. 

I should add that I am totally unacquainted with Mr. Savary, neither am I aware 
whether my nephew knows him. The mention of my nephew induces me to ask your 
Lordship whether any accounts have been recently received from him; his family have 
been without any information from him for some time. 

Believe me, &c. 

(8igned) W. H. C. PLOWDEN. 


Minute. 

I would not make any inquiries through the Abbadies, who are men not to be trusted 
or depended upon in any respect whatever. But request Home Office to ascertain, if 
possible, when and whence this person (Mr. Savary) arrived in Plymouth, and to obtain 
any information as to his appearance, habits, and associations, without exciting partic liar 
observation. 

October 6, 1849. P. 


Inclosuve in No. 101. 

Mr. Savary to Mr. W. H. Plowden. 

Sir, Gothic Cottage, Queen’* Street, Plymouth, September 24, 1849. 

SIX months ago I landed in Plymouth on my way from Gondar in Abyssinia to 
London, where I was going to obtain the patronage of the Honourable East India 
Company, in favour of a plan which I had conceived during a residence of five years with 
the King at Gondar, and of five other years in the country of the Agaws in the South, 
and along the ancient settlements of the Portuguese missionaries towards the northern 
boundaries of the Habcsh. 1 had come overland, crossing through Sennaar, the 
Khartoum, the Oases of Nubia, of Lybia, and of Mangrabia, rectifying their respective 
latitude and longitude, and likewise the variations of the compass. Unfortunately the 
fatigues and dangers of so long a journey across the tropical deserts destroyed at last my 
weakened constitution, and on the very day of my landing in England I was seized upon 
by u severe nervous affection, which has until this day kept me in bed, not to mention a 
frightful visitation of cholera, w hich I fear must for ever influence my physical energy. 

In order to support me during my intended journey to and sojourn in England, 1 
had carried with me from the Habash gold and ostrich feathers to the amount of 4,000/. 
sterling, with a valuable collection of ancient jewels of the Ethiopic race, such as rings, 
seals, bracelets, and small idols, all of which I had dug up during my numerous excava¬ 
tions in the Khartoum, East Sennaar, and North Habesh. A rapid succession of unfor¬ 
tunate adventures has unhappily deprived me of those means. My caravan was 
annihilated by the Khamsia in Nubia, and leaving in the sands my feathers and nine 
beasts of burthen, I only escaped with a mule, two dromedaries, and five adventurers 
from Darfour on their way to Tripoli. In West Lybia a tribe of Bedawes butchered my 
companions and stripped me. I became a captive; hut a few days afterwards, having 
successfully performed a surgical operation upon a Chief, my antiquities were given back 
to me. together with 3 lbs. of gold, my mathematical and surgical instruments, and a 
camel to carry me to Barbary, where, being once more despoiled of my gold, I was 
reduced to sell these valuable tokens of the earliest civilization of the world. 

On my landing at Plymouth I lmd yet 13/., which no doubt would have sustained me 
during my endeavours to make myself known to some of the Directors of the East India 
Company, or to some publishers w ho would have put me in the way of earning sufficiently 
to support life until I had succeeded in securing the high patronage I had come to 
implore. But, as I have stated, illness crushed me at once, and I so little expected 
to ever leave my bed alive, that before 1 was seized upon by the cholera, I disposed of my 
clothes and of the remainder of my gaudery to procure the means of softening the 
approach of death, in a cold clime and amidst strangers, kind-hearted, certainly, but too 


y 



much occupied with the present calamity to exercise their usual generosity towards an 
utter stranger. 

Now I am broken down by misery and want, and have no hope whatever of carrying 
into execution the enterprize which had been the dream of my life. Nevertheless, the 
arduous labours of ten years, in regions so totally unknown, should not be lost, and 
before I go to my eternal rest. I would fain hand over to competent intelligence and 
means the glory and profits which I could not gather myself. 

The reason why I address myself to you particularly, Sir, is very simple. Among 
the list of the Directors of the Honourable East India Company, your name struck me 
as one I was familiar with. But few travellers have lately gone to the Habesh, yet 
during my rambles in that country I often heard of Messrs. Combes and Plowden. 
Perhaps you are yourself that gentleman, Sir, and if so must surely know me who led 
the Abyssinian troops and subjected the Agaw territories to the yoke of Gondar. In any 
case I pray you to grant for a moment your kind attention to the information and the 
plan which I am so anxious to lay at your feet, in my last struggle against obscurity and 
oblivion. 

The Abyssinians are Christian. At a former period the missionaries of the Portu¬ 
guese, who had several settlements on the coast, easily crushed the then standing faith 
of the country, a singular mixture of Arianism and Paganism, to which they substituted 
the dogmas of the Church of Rome, but the subsequent decline of Portuguese influence 
having caused them to abandon that coast of Africn, the Abyssinians became suddenly 
isolated from the rest of Christian nations, and their knowledge not having had sufficient 
time to develop itself under the infiuence of public schools and sound logic, they 
gradually relapsed into their former ignorance. 

At all times the Abyssinians have been intrepid merchants. They largely trafficked 
with India through Aden, when that ancient Arabian town was a Roman factory. But 
when, in the subsequent Asiatic revolutions, Arabia embraced I slam ism and closed its 
ports against the bold adventurers, these concentrated themselves at home, and soon 
became comparatively impoverished. They formed yet a vast ami powerful Empire 
during the existence of the Talimita dynasty in Egypt, when they gave protection and 
shelter to many influent Coptic families, the emigration of whom we are to look at as the 
origin of the seeds of Christianism there found by the Portuguese. Even to this day the 
caravans of the Habesh range over the whole of Central Africa, bartering in Darfour, 
Sennaar, Timbuctoo, Mangrabia, Cairo, Assouan, &c. 

Surrounded on every side by Pagans and Moslems they have no relations with them 
beyond those of commerce, and isolated in their magnificent country they unfortunately 
are a prey to ignorance and want, in spite of their truly superior nature and their mer¬ 
cantile genius. 

Having thus far given a slight description of the people of Abyssinia, I will now, Sir, 
unfold my plan. Nothing less than the forming of a new Empire in those regions, a 
power like that of the Honourable Company in India, less dazzling perhaps, hut also less 
troublesome and infinitely more profitable. All the elements are there. Nothing could 
he easier than to obtain from the Abyssinians themselves some large fertile districts along 
their coast. Indeed, the King at Gondar told me so, and he would likewise lend to build 
a port 1.000 labourers, the feeding of whom with rice from India would amount to a 
trifle. The settlement thus formed would immediately he resorted to by the caravans, for 
then they would have at hand, and without encountering the dangers of a sixty days’ 
journey across the deserts, all the British manufactured goods which they require for 
themselves and their trade in the interior, and that too at a discount of 500 per cent 
upon the prices which they actually pay for them in Assouan, Syout, and Ghcntieh. In 
exchange they would bring their coals, their coffee equal, if not superior, to that of 
Mocha; and also opium, gums, ivory, gold dust, silver, perfumes, drugs, hides, costlv 
featheis, and gums of all kinds. Having greater facilities to obtain their stock of barter, 
they would multiplicate the ramifications of their commerce inland, and in the meanwhile 
the factory enjoying a profound peace, for then there would he no ill-will fostered by 
religious prejudices, the factory I say would, by its moral influence, absorb in its existence 
all the neighbouring independent tribes, and before long the Empire itself would become 
another appendage of the Honourable Company. 

Such an enterprise would put an invaluable resource into the hands of the Company 
for the following reason : The lower valleys of the Agaw districts and of the llahesh 
proper are formed by immense strata of good coals similar to those of Newcastle. These 
measures are hut a few feet below the surface of the soil, and could allow, on account of the 
cheapness of labour, the coals to be delivered at the factory at the rate of 2*. per ton. You 
see at once. Sir, that all obstacles to a rapid increase of power in those districts would be 
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totally overcome by this facility of procuring cheap fuel for the steamers of the Honourable 
East India Company. Still more. The factory could from the very beginning start a line 
of mail boats between the Cape Colonies, Mauritius, Zanzibar, and Suez, to join the Bombay 
and China mails. It could also establish a regular ferry between the Habesh and Jedda, 
which speculation would soon acquire an immense importance through the constant influx 
of the pilgrims and merchants from Sennaar, Darfour, South Nubia, and Central Soudan 
on their way to Mecca. 

Such is. Sir, the plan which I have conceived and long matured in my mind. Should 
you approve of it and take it in hand, I would rest contented and comparatively happy. 
As to me, n y career is well nigh ended. I am yet but 27, but in coming over to England 
to secure a patronage I have gone out of my element, and as I have stated above I am 
now naked, starving, crushed under the weights of petty debts every where around me, 
and lost, in one word, in an abyss of revolting misery. But for myself, I repine not. I 
accept the consequences of the career of my own choice, and it little matters when I go to 
iny eternal sleep, provided I can before that time hand over to the Honourable East Iridia 
Company the experience and results of my short existence. 

I am a stranger, and although I may speak some twenty European. African, and 
Asiatic languages, yet I never much practised writing in any, having most always lived in 
the regions mentioned above. Therefore I cannot expect that my poor style and incom¬ 
petent phraseology should ever impart persuasion and conviction ; but the truth of the 
facts 1 have exposed, may appear to you, Sir, sufficiently interesting to inspire you with 
the desire of obtaining further information upon the subject, and such I would be proud 
and happy to furnish you with before misery h*s killed me. A momentary correspondence 
with me can bring no stain, for, setting aside my present accidental beggary, I am a 
gentleman, so far as high birth, instruction, education, and manners can give me a claim 
to that title. 

Anxiously awaiting, I am, Ate. 

(Signed) A. SAVARY. 


No. 102. 

A/r. Addington to Mr. Waddington. 

(Private.) 

My dear Sir, Foreign Office , October 8 , 1849. 

A LETTER has reached this office which is signed “A. Savary,” and dated u Gothic 
Cottage, Queen Street, Plymouth.” 

Lord Palmerston is desirous to obtain some information privately respecting this 
gentleman, and he has accordingly desired me to endeavour to obtain it by private appli¬ 
cation to the Home Department. 

Will you, therefore, have the goodness to let such measures be taken as shall, if 
possible, lead to procuring all the information which it maybe possible to obtain respecting 
Mr. Sa vary’s habits of life and associations, as well as his personal appearance and 
demeanour (whether those of a gentleman or otherwise), without, however, exciting 
particular observation. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) H. U. ADDINGTON. 


No. 103. 

A/r. G. C. Lewis to Mr. Addington. 

(Private.) 

My dear Sir, Home Office , October 15, 1849. 

1 NOW inclose the Report which has been received from the Mayor of Plymouth 
relative to Mr. Savary, according to the desire of Lord Palmerston, communicated in your 
letter to Mr. Waddington of the 8th instant. 

Believe me, &c. 

(Signed) G. C. LEWIS. 


Minute. 

There is something in this man. Ask Mr. Plowden what he has done in reply to 
the letter he received from Mr. Savary; and if he has done nothing, it might be worth 

/ 



Minutes 

Return original to Mr. Plowden. Does anything occur to you as to the means of 
making this man useful if on inquiry he should appear lit to be employed ? He says he 
never was in England before, and he gives out that his father was French and his mother 
Italian, and he says that being now only 27 he has spent ten years in Abyssinia. This 
would make him to have been only 17 when he went thither. But he writes remarkably 


considering whether, supposing that further inquiry about him should be satisfactory, 
Savary could be employed in Abyssinia in co-operation with Mr. Plowden. 

These sort of enterprising men are the best instruments for exploration in wild 
countries, if thev are in other respects to be depended upon. 

He might be brought up to London to give further information about himself and 
about Abyssinia. 

October 17, 1849. P. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 108. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 108. 


Mr. Burnett to Mr. O. C. Lewis 


Sir, Plymouth , October 13, 1849. 

THE annexed Memorandum contains all the information I have been able to obtain 
respecting the party referred to in your letter of the 10th instant ; and I have only 
farther to add that he resides at Gothic Cottage, Queen-Street. There is no “ Gothic 
Cottage, Green-street.” 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) W. BtTRNETT, Mayor. 


Memorandum. 


No. 104. 


Mr. IV. //. Plowden to Mr. Addington.—(Received October 22.) 


HE has been in Plymouth about four months. A single man, lodging at Gothic 
Cottage. The people he lodges with are most respectable. Has evidently been in 
military service, although not in any exalted rank. Has the appearance of being a 
foreigner. Appears to have travelled and read a great deal, from his conversation. 
Suffers from wounds received (as he states) in the late Indian war. Is apparently of 
temperate habits. Knows no one in Plymouth. Does not seek society. His parents 
were, it is believed, the one a native of France, the other of Italy. 


Boreatton Park, near Shrewsbury, October 21, 1849. 

MR. PLOWDEN presents his compliments to Mr. Addington, and, in answer to 
his note requesting, by the desire of Lord Palmerston, to know whether he had done 
anything further with respect to Mr. Savary, begs to inform him that after receiving 
Mr. Spencer Ponsonby’s note of the 2nd instant returning Mr. Savary’s letter, Mr Plow¬ 
den wrote to that gentleman, stating that he did not apprehend the plans he entertained 
could he made available by the East India Company ; and suggesting to him the propriety, 
as Her Majesty had now appointed a Consul to Abyssinia, of his communicating the 
result of his experience, or any other information he might possess regarding that 
country, to Her Majesty’s Government. 

In this communication Mr. Plowden carefully avoided alluding to the fact of his 
having transmitted Mr. Savary’s letter to Lord Palmerston ; and having since been away 
from home, travelling in North Wales, he is sorry to sav he has been unable to acknow¬ 
ledge a second letter received from Mr. Savary in this interval. This letter Mr. Plowden 
has now the honour to inclose for Lord Palmerston's perusal and information. 
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f ood English, and his style is that of a well-educated man. Where did be learn 
Inglish? Was it from his French father, his Italian mother, or his Abyssinian friends 
and protectors? The Police report says he was wounded in the late war in India. He 
can hardly be just exactly what he describes himself as being, and that is against him. 
He is evidently an adventurer. How could one learn more precisely what he is ? He 
has evidently much local knowledge of Abyssinia, whatever may be the value of his 
geological theory about the change in the course of African rivers. 

October 28, 1849. P. 


I have returned Mr. Savary’s letter to Mr. Plowden with thanks. 

1 should think the best plan for satisfying ourselves as to the real character and 
status ot Mr. Savary would be to engage the Home Office to send down, at our expense, 
one of their clever Police inspectors, in plain clothes, to Plymouth, with orders to pick 
up all the information lie can, and, if possible, to insinuate himself into the acquaintance 
and confidence of Mr. Savary, and to worm all he can out of that person. 

Mr. Savary’s story.of his age, parentage, and wounds received in India (how and 
where received?) certainly does not hang together, and gives rise to strong suspicion. 

Foreign Office , October, 30, 1849. H. U. A. 


To he done, hut cautiously on part of person to he sent as to personal communica¬ 
tion with Savary, who would he sharp enough to detect the wolf in sheep’s clothing. 

October 30, 1849. P. 

There is a further inconsistency between his two letters. The first proposes the 
establishment of an empire at the expense necessarily of his hospitable chiefs, the other 
repudiates any idea of trenching upon their rights. 

P. 


Inclosure in No. 104. 

Mr. Savory to Mr. Ploirdcn. 

Gothic Cottage, Queen Street, Plymouth, 
Sir. October 5, 1849. 

I PRAY you once more to pardon my intrusion upon your privacy. I am a friend¬ 
less stranger, struggling against cold, hunger, and disease, and, amidst the pangs of my 
agony, it is hut natural that 1 should make one last attempt to avert the ugly fate that 
awaits me. In so doing, I, perhaps, infringe upon the rules of delicacy and good 
breeding; hut alas, Sir, under the weight of oppressive misery the mind forgets every 
nice consideration and constantly reverts to the whole engrossing question, “To be or 
not to lie.” Your own native generosity and condescension in answering my last letter 
have emboldened me so far as to address you these hasty Hues from my bed of siekness ; 
a favourable answer to which is my only hope in this life to save my life. 

Mr. Plowden, your nephew, Sir, being a traveller and a man in a high social position, 
must have, in his recent visit to England, communicated to Her Majesty’s Government, 
or to some scientific society, the observations made during his travels in the Hahesli 
proper. This is a fine chance for me, should 6ome generous person momentarily lend me 
the help and protection l am so much in want of; for then the attention of such a society 
or of the Government having been once directed towards those regions, this report that 
I could make would acquire a double value. 

Not only did 1 live five years in Gondar with the King and his children, but 
during five other years I have also travelled through Adel, the Galla, and Agow terri¬ 
tories, through Nubia, Seminar, Kordouf&n, Darfour, and Soudan, making excavation 
where ancient cities have stood, opening tombs, collecting papyruses, and copying inscrip¬ 
tions. I am familiar with the Arabic, the Gee/., and the Am-haric languages, besides 
several idioms common to the races of Oriental Soudan. \\ hen in Gondar, the King 
kindly ordered the Patriarch to put at my disposition the rarest Am-harif manuscripts, 
several of which 1 have tramdated Through them l have become acquainted with some 
remarkable facts, which when known I shall contribute in dispersing the clouds that have 
so long obscured old Ethiop. One of these especially refers to the period when the 
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Am-haric Empire undivided extended itself from the Mozambique coast to the Emerald 
Isles of Egypt, somewhere about Kosseir on the Bed Sea. Then, the Aserac or Blue 
River, taking its sources in the Agow districts, ran through a richly cultivated upland 
country to the Lake Dembeah, from which it precipitated itself into the valleys below, 
jumping over mountains and forming nine immense cataracts, until it reached at last the 
Red Sea. At that time, too, the Bahr El Abiad rolled its golden waters through Soudan, 
and the plains of Lybia rushing into the Mediterranean at the Barca, in which regions 
the mytbologists of old placed the garden of the Hesperides; but a sudden geological 
revolution having raised the crust of the African continent in a slanting direction towards 
the rising sun, the Bahr El Abiad, ejected from its usual course, mixed its waters with 
those of the Aserac (forming the present Kartoum), and the two mighty streams thus 
united, and rushing down with impetuosity, soon forced their way through the Lybian 
range at Silsilis in Upper Egypt, thus giving birth to that fertile country. The oases of 
Darfour, those of Nubia, Lybia. and the Barca, clearly point out the former path of the 
Bahr-el-Abiad ; while the geological similarity of the bed of the Aserac from eaternet to 
cateract, and the presence of the huge rounded block of syenite granite thrown here 
and there above Souakin, are a witness of the veracity and acute observations of the 
ancient Abyssinian geographers. 

Somewhilc after this extraordinary alteration in the demarcation of the then exist¬ 
ing countries, the Am-haric Empire was subdivided into two kingdoms, the first contain¬ 
ing the Habesh proper with the Galiah, Agaw, and Ad-el districts, while the other, 
extending from Aleroe through the newly-opened passage through the Lybian chain, 
assumed the name of Candace and Ethiop. Then was Thebes built ; and Herodotus 
calls it Ethiopian Thebes, for the civilization of Egypt began only after the invasion of the 
Bedawee Men-es, or Mizraim, the race of whom was soon, however, conquered by the 
bold warriors of Ethiop. And this. Sir, is no Utopia: had I an opening I would render 
my arguments clear and established facts. 

I could also describe petty kingdoms and towns beyond Kourdoufan. never visited until 
now by Europeans or Asiatic adventurers, and inhabited by a race of Malay and Hindoo 
origin, and thus make myself known among the better classes of the society of this country. 
Perhaps I would at last succeed in forming a mercantile Company to establish a factory 
in the Habesh. But I repeat it, I am a stranger almost naked, starving, and confined in 
bed with a painful nervous illness, to cure which I have no monetary means whatever. 
England is the first European country I have ever visited. I was going to London with 
great anticipations, putting my trust iu the Honourable East India Company; but, Sir, 
with a word you have crushed all my hopes. 

I would be very proud of communicating my little knowledge to Her Majesty’s 
Government if it could be thought useful, but I would not be the means of destroying 
my benefactor the King at Gondar. Should the English, as a Government, think of 
occupying a part of Abyssinia, it would be id et armis a poor way to answer to the 
enlightened views of the Royal Family of the Habesh, who have no other desire than to 
promote civilization and commerce in the interior of Africa. Should I introduce a foreign 
domination in exchange of the hospitality to my father and to me, my name would 
become an epithet of execration among those who have a heart to feel. But, on the 
contrary, should a factory be there established upon a large scale, it would no doubt in 
after times master the Empire and adjacent dominions, but such a work should have 
required at least two generations, and I owe nothing to the races yet unborn. 

Nevertheless, I am now in such an awful situation that I must get out of it by some 
nftians or other ; therefore I pray you, Sir, nay, I implore you, to point out to me in a 
moment of leisure whom I may apply to, in order to make myself heard, whether by the 
Government or by any scientific Society, to which Mr. Plowden may have already intro¬ 
duced the subject of Abyssinia. 

Alas! Sir, I suffer and would implore assistance, but I dare not say much, and know 
not how to inspire commiseration through the little which I may write. Starvation and 
acute pain have so much weakened me that my mind sometimes wanders, and I fear now 
to enter deeply into the subject of my present misery lest I should grow mad during the 
task. 

Anxiously awaiting as a last hope the honour of your answer, 1 remain, &c. 

(Signed) A. SAVARY. 


P 
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No. 105. 

d 

Consul Plowden to Mr. Bidwell.—(Received October 27.) 

o. 6. Consular.) 

jir, Debra Tabor , March 31, 1849. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that I have been at my post in Abyssinia, and 
engaged in the execution of ray duties during the whole of the quarter ending'this day. 

I hare, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 100. 


Consul Plowden to Mr. Bidwell.—(Received October 27.) 


(No. 7. Consular.) 

Sir, Debra Tabor , March 31, 1849. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that I have this day drawn a set of bills on Her 
Majesty’s Treasury to ray order at thirty days after sight for the sum of 100/. sterling 
being on account of ray office and house rent allowances for the quarter ending this day, 
as authorized by Viscount Palmerston. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN, 


No. 107. 


Sir C. Trevelyan to Mr, Addington.—(Received October 31.) 


Sir, Treasury Chambers , October 31, 1849. 

A BILL having been drawn on the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury 
by Mr. Walter Plowden, dated, Debra Tabor, 31st March 1849, for the sum of 100/, “ on 
account of his quarterly allowance for office expenses and house rent,” of which no advice 
has been received ; 1 am commanded by my Lords to request that you will move Viscount 
Palmerston to favour this Board with his opinion whether it may be proper to pay the said 
bill. 


I am, &c. 

(Signed) C. E. TREVELYAN 


Answered '* Yes.’* Printed Letter, October, 31, 1849. 


No. 108. 

Mr. Addington to Mr. G. C. Lewis. 

(Private.) 

My dear Sir, Foreign Office, November 5, 1849. 

SINCE I received your letter of the 15th ultimo* respecting Mr. Savary, a further 
letter from that person has been communicated to Lord Palmerston, and his Lordship is 
very desirous of obtaining some more positive information respecting him. 

Lord Palmerston thinks that this might be effected through the agency of some clever 
police officer, who might he sent to Plymouth, of course at the expense of this office, with 
instructions to obtain as much information as possible respecting him, with the view of 
finding out who and what he really is. His own account of himself is contained in the 
inclosed letters, which I beg you to return to me, after allowing the person whom you may 
send to Plymouth to make himself acquainted with the particulars stated in them, so as to 
lie better able to conduct the inquiry with which he is charged. 

Believe me, &c. 

(Signed) H. U. ADDINGTON. 


/ 
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No. 109. 

Mr. G . C. Lewis to Mr. Addington.—(Received November 13) 

(Private.) 

My dear Sir, Home Office , November 13, 1849. 

ON the receipt of your letter of the 5th instant,* I requested Mr. Mayne to despatch 
an intelligent police officer to Plymouth for the purpose of making inquiry respecting 
Mr. Savary. Superintendent Pearce was selected for this duty, and has embodied the 
result of his inquiry in a Report which I inclose, together with the papers referred to in it. 
I return the documents which accompanied your letter, and am &c. 

(Signed) G. CORNEWALL LEWIS. 


Minute. 

This gentleman is a clever adventurer and impostor, and should be left alone. 
November 13, 1849. P. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 109. 

Report. 

F Division, November 13, 1849. 

I BEG to report that, according to the Commissioner’s orders, I proceeded to Plymouth 
on Thursday the 8th instant, and there obtained the following particulars relative to 
A. Savary:— 

I saw him once while there walking in the street, he appeared to be from 35 to 40 
years of age, short, thin, and respectably dressed, but had not the appearance of a 
foreigner. 

Some time previous to April last he took lodgings at Mr. Holland’s, upholsterer. 
Union-street, but Mr. Holland and family has since left for America, and I was unable to 
gain any particulars of Savary during the time he lodged there. 

In April he went to lodge at his present address, Mrs. Hall’s, Gothic Cottage, Queen- 
street, Plymouth, and gave the name of M. Ilenri, he then stated that he had just arrived 
from France, but had previously been in England ; he had not much luggage with him ; 
he was ill some time with rheumatics, but was not attacked with the cholera, nor has any 
medical man attended him; he pays about 6s. or 7s. per week for his lodgings, and the 
neighbours state that he is paying his addresses to his landlady’s daughter, as they often 
walk out together ; he has not appeared to want since he has been there, nor is it known 
that he has parted with any of his things; he spends the greater portion of his time in 
reading and writing, having a great number of books from libraries. 

I was informed by Miss Ball, a very intelligent person, whose father keeps a hair¬ 
dresser’s shop in Union-street, that Savary was in the habit of coming there frequently; he 
is a Catholic, and told her that the English Government owed him a large sum of money, 
and he had been recommended to come to Plymouth as the most convenient place to get 
it, that he had been in the Indian army, and was well known to Lady Sale. She describes 
him as a very gentlemanly man and appears to know most parts of the globe. 

Mr. H. Josephs, money lender, George-placc, near the Royal Hotel, states, that 
Savary was introduced to him by Mr. Schlesinger, tobacconist, Union-street. Savary then 
gave the name of Henri, and stated he was related to the Carlist family, and that he wanted 
a loan of money, which was not grunted, Mr. Josephs finding that he had made some 
contradictory statements. 

Mr. Sciilesinger, tobacconist, Union-street, states that Savary has been in the habit of 
coming to his shop for some months past; he first gave the name of Count Bughley, or 
some similar name, then Henri, and then Savary, hut he has told so many contradictory 
statements that he, Mr. Schlesinger. would not credit him. 

On seeing in the “ Plymouth Journal ” of the 8th instant, a remark from the editor, 
also a letter from Colonel Hamilton Smith (see copy attached), I waited upon the editor, 
Mr. Latimer, who informed me that he became acquainted with Savary about a month ago, 
being introduced to him by Colonel Lach Lzyrma, of Curr-street, Devonport, at the same 
time presenting a letter from Lord Dudley Stuart to Colonel Lach Lzyrma as knowing 
something of Savary’s family. Savary told Mr. Latimer much the same story as in the 
letter at the commissioner’s office, viz., of his various travels, of his knowledge acquired, of 
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his loss sustained bv robbery, his distressed circumstances since he has been in England, 
and the pledging of his property. 

Also that he landed in Plymouth about seven months ago from the Dublin steamboat, 
and his object in visiting England was to meet Captain Marriot who he was acquainted 
with, and who would assist him in publishing his travels, but finding Captain Marriot dead 
he wrote to I»rd Colchester offering to dispose of his works and travels for a certain sum 
of money, but his Lordship objected to become a purchaser. He also wrote to 
Lord Dudley Stuart, and 51. w r as sent to Savary last week from his Lordship. 

Mr. Latimer was so much pleased with Savary and anxious to serve him, introduced 
him to Colonel Hamilton Smith, who was also much gratified with Savary’s manner and 
ability, and has since handed him over 91., as well as recommended other gentlemen to 
forward sums of money to him. 

Mr. Latimer suggested to Savary the utility of his giving a lecture at the Mechanics 
Institution, Plymouth, offering at the same time to print circulars and bills and to let him 
have the use of the room gratuitously, which Savary consented to do, and will give a 
lecture on the 22nd instant, as set forth in the annexed bill. 

Savary also stated to Mr. Latimer that he had been brought up and educated in a 
Jesuit college. 

lie was invited to dine with Colonel Hamilton Smith on the 11th instant, and with 
the editor yesterday, the latter gentleman stated that he has now his misgivings respecting 
the credibility of Savary and is fearful he has gone too far with him, as all that is known of 
him at Plymouth is the statement of himself, and Lord Dudley Stewart’s letter to Colonel 
Laeh Lzyrnia. 

The editor was most anxious to know my name and the object of my enquiry, which 
of course T declined to tell him. 

(Signed) X. PEARCE, Superintendent. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 109. 

Extract from the “Plymouth Journal ” of November 8, 1849. 

WE have much pleasure in stating that there is now resident in Plymouth a gentleman 
of the name of Savary, who has spent the greater part of his life in Abyssinia, and amongst 
the neighbouring nations of the east. He visits this country with the object of forming 
commercial relations between the United Kingdom and that part of the globe; and he 
possesses information of a highly interesting character, which he purposes to communicate 
in a lecture at the Mechanics' Institute, Princess Square, on Thursday evening, the 22nd 
instant. We should, from our personal knowledge of Mr. Savary, have stated’ some facts 
relative to the nature of the information that he has to impart, but this is quite unnecessary, 
it being so fully explained in the following letter, which we have received from Colonel 
Hamilton Smith :— 


“To the Editor of the “Plymouth Journal.” 

“ Sir, “ Park Street , November 5, 1849. 

“ Since you favoured me with a call, I have had the pleasure of two long interviews 
with Mr. Savary, who I find by birth an Italian, and a gentleman, by residence in Abyssinia, 
possessed of the most extensive and curious information on that quarter of Africa—I might 
say, indeed, of that quarter of the world. His knowledge is varied, and such as, perhaps, 
no modern traveller has been in a position to acquire. His family has now resided for 
several generations in Abyssinia on an hereditary kind of scientific education from the 
grandfather, well known by his travels in Egypt to the present representative, and having 
extensive property in Abyssinia Proper; enjoying the confidence of the Government, which 
has entrusted to Mr. Savary both power and authority, and either commissioned or permitted 
him to traverse the empire in various directions. He has personally visited the regions 
west of Kordofan and south of Abyssinia, the wilderness of the Galla ; and, consequently, 
bis knowledge of the zoology of Africa is deeply interesting, especially to such as, like 
myself, have long taken an interest in that department of science. As Mr. Savarv is about 
to give a public lecture on some parts of the enormous theme he has before* him, bis 
audience will becnubled to judge of his acquirements, more particularly as he speaks English 
Huently, and—though not possessed of a strong voice, nor very accurate pronunciation— 
he, I make no doubt, will both delight and surprise those who can make some allowance 
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for the enthusiasm which may appear to be exaggeration, but is essential to the imaginative 
nations of the south, and is roused by the singular nature of the information they have to 
impart I may be believed to have some general knowledge of the nature of the questions 
his lecture will handle, and sure am I that he will convey information of the highest value 
to science and to commerce. 

“ I am, &c. 

(Signed) “ CHARLES HAMILTON SMITH, Lieutenant-Colonel." 


Inclosure 3 in No. 109. 

Abyssinian Dominions. 

A PUBLIC lecture will be delivered at the Mechanics’ Institute, Princess Square, Plymouth, 
on Thursday evening, November 22, by Mr. Savary, many years a resident in 
Abyssinia, and possessing an intimate knowledge of the people and the country of 
that interesting part of the globe. 

Programme. 

The following is a programme of Mr. Savary’s lecture :—On the Dominions of the 
Abyssinian Empire ; General aspect of the Country ; March of the Gold-hunting 
Expedition through the solitudes of the African Equator ; the Desert and Oases ; Primary 
causes of the Simoon, or Hhamsin ; Fighting the Lion in the Passes; Description of the 
Gallahs and of the Agaws ; Mr. Grant’s mistake of some clans of typical Abyssins in the 
Agaw Mountains, for the remainder of the Ten Tribes of North Israel ; Sources of the 
Nile, and its course Northward; Religion, Commerce, and Government of Abyssinia ; 
General Observations. The lecture will commence at eight o’clock precisely. Admission, 
Is. each ; members of the Institution will be admitted at half-price. 


No. 110. 

Mr. Addington to Mr. IV. H. Plowden. 

Foreign Ojfice, November 21, 1849. 

Mr. ADDINGTON presents his compliments to Mr. Plowden, and is directed by 
Viscount Palmerston to acquaint him, for his private information, that the result of the 
inquiries which have been made by the Foreign Office respecting Mr. Savury is not 
satisfactory. 


No. 110 a. 

Mr. C. A Murray to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received November 21.) 

(No. 56.) 

My Lord, Cairo, November 5, 1849. 

IN a despatch marked No. 17, and bearing date of the 4th July, 1849, your Lordship 
instructed me to remit to the King of Shoa, by the hand ol his messenger, 300/. sterling, 
which amount was forwarded to me simultaneously with the above-named despatch. 

The said messenger was expected to return hither from his pilgrimage to Jerusalem 
in the course of the month of ‘September; but as October has now passed and nothing 
has been heard of him, I am apprehensive that some accident has happened to him by the 
way. 

As the 300/. are still in my bureau, I wish to have your Lordship’s instructions 
whether 1 am to retain them until further orders, or whether it is your pleasure that I 
should transmit them to Aden, to be forwarded to their destination by Captain Haines, 
Political Agent there, on the first safe and favourable occasion that may present itself. 

In the event of the messenger’s arrival before 1 receive a reply to this despatch, I shall 
fellow your Lordship’s original instructions. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CH. A. MURRAY. 


Q 
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No. 110 b. 

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. C. A . Murray. 

(So. 1.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, January 23, I860. 

AS I have heard nothing further from you since the date of your despatch No. 56 of 
the 5th of November, respecting the messenger of the King of Shoa, who was expected to 
return to Alexandria from Jerusalem in the month of September last, and who was to have 
conveyed to his master the letter and box of sovereigns transmitted to you in my despatch 
No. 17 of the 4th of July, I think it may be advisable that you should send the letter 
and box to the Resident of the East India Company at Aden, requesting him to retain 
possession of the same, until either a person is sent from Shoa authorized to receive them, 
or until some other suitable means should be found for forwarding them securely to Shoa, 
without any additional cost to Her Majesty’s Government. 

You will, at the same time, write a letter to the King of Shoa, acquainting him that 
the letter and box are at Aden, and requesting him to send some trustworthy person to that 
place to receive them. 

1 am, Sic. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 


No. 110 c. 

Mr. C. A. Murray to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received April 1.) 

(No. 5.) 

My Lord, Cairo, March 18, 1850. 

1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch marked No. 1 of the 
23rd of January last, respecting the transmission to the King of Shoa of the letter and box 
of sovereigns referred to in my despatch No. 56 of the 5th November last; and I beg to 
inform your Lordship that, being still without news of the messenger of the King of Shoa, 
whose return to Alexandria from Jerusalem was expected in September last, I will lose no 
further time in carrying out the instructions conveyed in your Lordship’s above-named 
despatch No. I of the 23rd January, 1850. 

(Signed 1 ) haVC ' & CH. A. MURRAY. 


No. 111. 

Sir J. Hobhouse to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received April 1.) 

My Lord, India Office, March 30, 1850. 

IN reply to your Lordship’s letter of the 28th of March, 1849,* I have the honour to 
transmit, for your information, a copy of a letter dated the 28th instant, together with its 
inclosure, which 1 have received from the Secret Committee of the East India Company, 
relating to the proposed survey of Amphylla on the coast of Abbyssinia. 

I request that your Lordship will give directions for the return to me of the 
accompanying selection of papers. 

I have, Sic. 

(Signed) JOHN HOBHOUSE. 
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Inclosure in No. 111. 

The Secret Committee to 8ir J. Hobhouse. 


East India House , March 28, 1850. 

W E have had under confederation your letter of the 2nd of April, 1849, informing 
us that Her Majesty’s Consul in Abyssinia has suggested the expediency of establishing 
Amphylla, on that coast, as a place of trade, stating, that to give effect to the suggestion, 
a more perfect survey than now exists of the port should be obtained ; and requesting our 
opinion whether a re-survey can be made under the orders of the Government of India, 
without much inconvenience. 

In reply, we have the honour to offer the following observations founded on a 
selection ot papers respecting Amphylla and Massowah, which we have caused to be made 
and which is annexed. 

From the documents above referred to it appears that Amphylla is nearer to Babel 
Mandel than Massowah, though there is no difficulty in reaching the latter place, which is 
represented to be an excellent port; while the former, according to the information at 
present existing, docs not appear to offer any advantages as a harbour, but to be, in fact, 
a mere open roadstead. 

Amphilla may be viewed as the most central place for trade with the Tigres, Gallas 
and Shoas; tribes inhabiting the interior of Abyssinia. Formerly some trade was carried 
on by Abyssinians through Amphylla, but it was stopped by the Naib of Arkeeko, 
apparently with the concurrence, if not with the assistance of the Turkish authorities, to 
whom the Naib of Arkeeko is ostensibly subject in common with most of the other chiefs 
on this part ot the coast, and now the inland trade of Abyssinia is rigidly confined to 
Massowah. 

Amphylla itselt, is represented to be “ one of the most miserable places on the coast ; n 
to be a village, situated on the verge of an extensive sandy plain, consisting of six huts 
and a population ot thirty persons. Water can be procured at an inconvenient distance 
from the shore only. It is said to be “despicable ” in regard to quantity, and little better 
in respect to quality. Ot all stores requisite for shipping the place is entirely destitute. 

In conclusion, we have the honour to observe, that, should it be deemed advisable to 
obtain turther in tor mat ion respecting the capability of Amphylla as a port, we do not 
consider that a tresh survey of that part of the coast would be attended with incon¬ 
venience. 

We have, &c. 

(Signed) A. GALLOWAY. 

JOHN SHEPHERD. 

ROBERT CAMPBELL. 


No. 112. 

Viscount Palmerston to Consul Plouden. 

(No. 1.) 

Foreign Office, April 4, 1850. 

I REQUESTED the opinion of the President of the Board of Control on the 
suggestions respecting the expediency of a survey being made of the Port of Amphylla, 
which were contained in your despatch No. 14 of the 10th of December, 1848,* and I now 
inclose for your information a copy of a letter from the Secret Committee of the East 
India Company to Sir John Hobhouse, reporting on the capabilities of Amphylla as a port 
for trade. 

I have to acquaint you that 1 consider that the facts stated in ihis paper are quite 
sufficient to show that Amphylla is no port, and that no further survey can be wanted. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 


r 
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No. 113. 

(No. 7 .) ° 0nSUl Plowdcn t0 VUcoun * Palmerston—(Received May 3.) 

My Lord, . 

I HAVE the honour to send the Treaty between Great Britain 0 anH 

.. g«i„ 

equally obvious to your Lordship thft the * 

unless we in some striking way carry out that Article of the Treaty by which weareen^rf 
to exert ourselves ,n opening a road and facilitating a mutual cou„ th,s Tr ( "-, f^i 
be as useless as the one effected with the late King of Shoa has I hcrtobeen * 

st it - ■. -... 

enforce those Articles in our Treaties with Turkey tha^latrio"^^"'’-^ 1 rf** 8, T ld 
nations through a port in the Sultan's dominions * d lh 1 " de P ondent 

It would be well that a ratification of this Treaty be sent to ih„ . • 
with the reality of the transaction. ' the Ras to '"'Press him 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


Prepare ratification. 
May 5, 1850. 


Minute. 


P. 


Inclosure in No. 113. 

Treaty of Friendship and Commerce between Great Britain and Abyssinia * 
Signed in the English and Amharic languages, at Ennowga, November 2, 1849. 


(Her Majesty’s Ratification delivered to the Ras of Abyssinia, March 1, 1852 .) 


* h " *+*■ - * arts 


ARTICLE I. 


Victoria! Most Graci0 “ 8 Majesty 

on the one part and His \Iup«tv nf \i • • reat an( ^ Ireland, and her successors, 

P , (1 His Majesty ot Abyssinia and his successors, on the other part. 


• Laid before Parliament, June 17, 1852. 


R 





62 


ARTICLE II. 

For the purpose of preserving and strengthening the friendly relations subsisting 
between the two nations. His Majesty of Abyssinia and his successors 6hall receive and 
protect any Ambassador, Envoy, or Consul, whom Her Britannic Majesty or her successors 
may see fit to appoint; and shall preserve inviolate all the rights and privileges of such 
Ambassador, Envoy, or Consul. 

ARTICLE ID. 

Her Britannic Majesty and her successors will, in the same manner, receive and 
protect any Ambassador, Envoy, or Consul, whom His Majesty of Abyssinia or bis 
successors may see fit to appoint, and will equally preserve inviolate all the rights and 
privileges of such Ambassador, Envoy, or Consul. 


ARTICLE IV. 

* 

His Majesty of Abyssinia engages to grant to the subjects of Her Britannic Majesty, 
and to the produce and commerce of her dominions, all favours, privileges, advantages, or 
immunities, either as regards duties, imposts, or charges, or in any other respect what¬ 
soever, which His Majesty of Abyssinia has already granted, or may hereafter grant, to 
the subjects, produce, or commerce of any other foreign country. 


ARTICLE V. 

An import duty of five for every hundred, and no more, may be levied and received 
by IJis Majesty of Abyssinia and his successors, upon all goods and merchandize imported 
by British subjects into the Kingdom of Abyssinia, for sale either therein or in the 
countries beyond. 


ARTICLE VI. 

This import- duty of five for every hundred shall be assessed upon the current value 
of the merchandize at the market-place of Gondar, and shall be paid at the rate of five 
for every hundred, either in kind or in specie, at the option of the merchant. 


ARTICLE VII. 

When the said import duty shall have been duly paid, the inerting merchant shall 
be at fully liberty to dispose of his goods at any place or places within the territories of 
Abyssinia, without any licence being required for the removal of the same, and without 
any prohibition, restraint, or further duty or impost of any kind being imposed upon the 
buyer; and the importing merchant may, if he pleases, carry away such goods to any 
other country or place, without any licence being required for the removal of the same, 
and without restraint or molestation, or the payment of any further duty or impost 
whatever. 


ARTICLE VIII. 

British merchants shall be at liberty to purchase within the territories of Abyssinia 
nil such commodities as they may think proper to buy, whether such commodities are the 
produce of those territories, or have been imported into those territories from other 
countries; and the said merchants may freely export the same without the payment of 
any duty whatever. 


ARTICLE IX. 

The subjects of His Majesty of Abyssinia shall have in the United Kingdom the 
advantages which are already enjoyed, or which may hereafter be enjoyed, by the subjects 
of the most favoured nation; and no higher or other duties shall be imposed on the 


/ 
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importation into the United Kingdom, of goods the produce of Abyssinia, than are or shall 
be payable upon the like goods the produce of any other foreign country imported in 
like manner. 


ARTICLE X. 


A commercial intercourse shall be allowed and encouraged betwixt the subjects of 
Abyssinia and of the countries beyond that kingdom, on the one hand, and the subjects of 
Great Britain, on the other. 


ARTICLE XI. 

In order to increase and promote commerce between Abyssinia and Great Britain, 
His Majesty of Abyssinia and his successors shall encourage merchants of all nations to 
bring the produce of the interior of Africa into the dominions of Abyssinia. 

ARTICLE XII. 

With a like view, Her Britannic Majesty and her successors will protect British 
merchants in importing into Abyssiuia such articles as may be needed therein. 


ARTICLE XIII. 

For the better security of merchants and their property, His Majesty of Abyssinia 
and his successors, and Her Britannic Majesty and her successors, will respectively, to the 
best of their power, endeavour to keep open and to secure the avenues of approach 
betwixt the sea-coast and Abyssinia. 


ARTICLE XIV. 

With a view to promote and encourage reciprocal intercourse between the subjects of 
the two nations respectively, His Majesty of Abyssinia engages, for himself and his 
successors, that no hindrance or molestation shall be offered to British travellers, whether 
residing within the territories of Abyssinia, or passing through them for the purpose of 
visiting the countries beyond ; but such travellers shall be protected both as to their 
persons and as to their property. 

ARTICLE XV. 

The effects belonging to such travellers, and not intended for sale, shall not be liable 
to duty of any sort, and shall in every respect be held to be their personal property, and 
to be inviolable. 

ARTICLE XVI. 

The subjects of His Majesty of Abyssinia shall meet with no hindrance or obstruction 
whilst residing in any part of the dominions of Her Britannic Majesty, and shall not be 
prevented from proceeding beyond these dominions at their pleasure. 

ARTICLE XVII. 

His Majesty of Abyssinia agrees that in all cases when a British subject shall be 
accused of any crime committed in any part of His Majesty’s dominions, the accused shall 
be tried and adjudged by the British Consul, or other officer duly appointed for that 
purpose by Her Britannic Majesty; and in all cases when disputes or differences shall 
arise between British subjects, or between British subjects and the subjects of His 
Majesty of Abyssinia, or between British subjects and the subjects of any other foreign 
Power, within the dominions of His Majesty of Abyssinia, Her Britannic Majesty’s 
Consul, or other duly appointed officer, shall have power to hear and decide the same 
without any interference, molestation, or hindrance, on the part of any authority of 
Abyssinia, either before, during, or after the litigation. 

ARTICLE XVIII. 

If any British subject shall die in the territories of His Majesty of Abyssinia, the 
British Consul, or in his absence his representative, shall have the right to take charge of 
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iKSS, rf , beire and creditors ’ 

ABTICLE XK. 

co„dS! y ; h alj*d a eS’ *oX™«X °J *" ,he fo W Article, and 

the contracting Sovereign, “ of a lastl "8 and permanent friendship between 

named Walter Cha^ ***” a ? d . 8ea,ed b y tbe &bove- 

Done at Ennowga, the second dav of ^ UJre ’ , and bv Majesty of Abyssinia, 
thousand eight hundred and fortv-ninp « ovember, in the year of Our Lord one 
twenty-fourth day of Tekumt in the venr < i rres P ond, °S w,tb the Abyssinian date the 
forty-two. y ^ ,D the year 0f our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 

WALTER PLOWDEN. (LS) 

[Seal of the Erfperor.] [8 * g “ tUW ° f the 

[Seal of the Ras.] 


No. U4. 

(No. 8.) C ° nSUl Pl0wden t0 V ^ount Palmerston.—(Received May 3.) 

My Lord, 

-SEE sssM^saa; * - *ssfc 

some part of the coast. ' ‘ y - ,aj 0obca J r on tbe subject of his claims to 

1 P H e8ente K? in rr; n Hcr letter, 

ju.st, and hi, remarks arc characteristic “ This ) ft aW /’ I " , Ji' xlbl y “'etc. hut sufficiently 
the substance in three wcX^wTIt • Iettur ,r ° m Q “, een Vlctoria is Hite, hut 
ami to our religio“ I do no ’sec it7c Y ** tbat > ou are “> »* 

Mahometan ; you do not nrove it ' it is ] "* “ y ° U W more P° werful than the 

spondencc wit£ IveVLoZn nations on t'he'ZtV;?" ' h / V6 **« in «*«- 

points that T much wish to irain—nm. th > . f r J promises ot assistance in two 

•suppression of the Slave Trade at \t 1 J lr ° ectlon ,d “X merchants, the other the 

the coast. Witt pleasureShould 11« '"“"TV' 1 ' 1 ! Kas Ali and *>* Frauks on 
the power perhaps to tie i hm se ?, Ma ^ wah » the hands of the Christians. I have 

see with time if you English ’are like all the rest” “ aSa ‘" St 8hipS “ nd Cannon ’ Wc shal1 

the political reasons" that btaVu^toTWkey 1 it is 'na turn PI hat h ]“? u ? der9tand 
that we .should trouble ourselves 1 ‘' 1 natural that he should find it strange 

“ mC »° int tbat *» ald P» a - us in intimate connection 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 116. 

(No. 9.) P,0wden t0 V » count Palmerston.—{Received May 3.) 

My" Lord, 

I HAVE had the honour to receive your despatch No 4 ^ 2 ’ l850 ' 

extract of a letter from Her Majesty’s ^ 

r*- f « 

resided securely for years in his domi'ninn* * \ A ™ enians » Greeks, Ate., who had 
trustmg also that something might yet be done for hTm « uarantee that he could give, 

«orth while riTprwur^two'or*^^"yrorkmen^fAhe^' 111 *^ ■ W *^} ^ byssinia ’ il "° uld ba 
iucha at a less”expense 

* N °* 88a f No 98. 
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probably possess skill sufficient for Oobeay’s present purposes. An interpreter I shall be 
able to procure here at a trifling cost. 

In any case, however, it will not be difficult to temporize with Dejaj Oobeay till such 
time as something decisive be done regarding our Abyssinian connection. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 116. 

Consul Plowden to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received May 3.) 

(No. 10.) 

My Lord, Massowah , April 2, 1850. 

I BEG to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No. 3 of the 6th July, 1849,* 
inclosing the copy of a Vizirial letter for the protection of my correspondence. I regret 
to say that this letter has been little attended to by the authorities here. 

On my arrival here I found seventeen cases of private effects of mine, including 
letters and papers, in the Custom-house ot Massowah. These effects are of considerable 
value, and their detention has deprived me of many necessary and medical stores in the 
interior. 

Having demanded an explanation of this conduct from the Chief of Customs in the 
presence of the Governor of Massowah, in company with the commander of a British 
man-of-war in the port, he refused, insolently, to make his appearance or any expla¬ 
nation. 

Much as I am inconvenienced by the detention and perhaps destruction of my 
property, my reputation as Her Majesty’s Consul depends too much on a point like this 
to permit of any accommodation of the affair without an apology from and the punish¬ 
ment ol the authorities concerned, and the repayment as far as possible of the loss 1 
have suffered. 

1 have made myself respected and influential in many countries considered bar¬ 
barous ; as the representative of Her Majesty 1 trust to your Lordship’s vigorous support 
to make me equally so in a district governed by a Power supposed to be amicable, hut by 
whose officers 1 am thwarted as far as possible in my endeavours to serve Her Majesty in 
this part of Africa. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 117- 

Consul Plowden to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received Man 3.) 

(No. in y ' 

M}’ Lora, Massowah, April 2, 1850. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 10 of this date, 1 beg to say that, for the 
effectual support of my Consular authority in this distant country, an order from Constan¬ 
tinople is necessary on three points:— 

1st. The punishment of those concerned in the detention of my effects, and the 
repayment of my losses. 

2nd. An authority for the purchase of ground or houses either in the Island of 
Massowah or on the mainland, for the use of Her Majesty’s Consulate, and also to build 
on such sites when purchased in any material that may be most convenient. 

3rd. That my effects may pass without question or delay from the Custom-house 
officers; on an affirmation from myself or my agent as to their being my private property 
or effects sent by the British Government. 

As affairs arc at present conducted here by the Turkish authorities, it is impossible 
for me to live here in a manner becoming an officer of Her Majesty's Government. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 
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No. 118. 

Consul Plowden to Viscount 

(No 12.) 

My Lord, Massowah, April 4, 1850. 

HAVING signed a Treaty of Commerce and Amity with lias Ali, and striven to 
effect a general impression in favour of England in Abyssinia, it remains to be seen what 
may result from these proceedings. 

Massowah, from its proximity to the more civilised nations, is the most favourable 
point on this coast for the establishment of trade; and until that shall be in the hands 
of Europeans, no great benefit to commerce can be expected, nor will one iota be added 
to the civilisation or enlightenment of Abyssinia, by all the efforts of missionaries, 
societies, or individuals. 

This having been for the present out of the question, my next effort was to find a 
port at which we might have a freer communication with the Abyssinians through some 
Chief of their own appointment on the coast. 1 therefore endeavoured to interest your 
Lordship in separating the Turkish and Abyssinian claims, that so the British Consular 
flag hoisted on the mainland at any point, might be on Abyssinian ground; so that all 
agreements to our mutual advantage, effected by reason, and supported by no force but 
the occasional presence of a British man-of-war, would have had an immediate and active 
influence on the commerce of the two nations. 

Your Lordship has stated that neither can this course at present be pursued; it 
therefore remains to see how else we can impress the Abyssinian nation with the reality 
of our Treaty, and, in awaiting the progress of events, not lose the ground we have 
gained. 

The hopes of the merchants of Abyssinia are turned on England for the protection 
of their persons and the enlargement of their commerce; the Has has engaged to protect 
Englishmen of all classes that travel in his dominions: Dejaj Oobeay has expressed his 
readiness to do the same. Their subjects visit not Europe, and we can only make them a 
return in two ways: one, to place their merchants under the protection of the English 
flag at Massowah, and to regulate within just bounds the duties levied by the Turkish 
authorities; the other, to empower the British Consul to rescue from slavery the Christian 
subjects of our ally, stolen and brought to this market, ordering that all facility shall be 
given to their identification. 

These points being established, whatever might be the changes of power in the 
interior, our influence there would be stable; the merchant, safe and encouraged, would 
bring a greater amount of produce into the market than at present, and the British 
adventurer find in mutual interest his surest guarantee 

I await your Lordship’s reply, and if it is decided that my flag be hoisted at 
Massowah, an exequatur should he promptly taken out, that I may enter formally upon 
my duties there, while still able to pay visits to the native Chiefs from time to time as 
may be desirable. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 119. 

Consul Plowden to Mr. Bidwell.—(Received May 3.) 

(No. 1. Consular.) 

Sir, Massowah , April 3, 1850. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your circulars of May 26tn,* 
May 23rd,f June 7th,J and August 12th, 1849,§ respectively, and to assure you of my 
attention to their contents and instructions. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


Palmerston, — (Received May 3.) 



• Distressed Britiah Seamen. f List of Reciprocity Treaties. J Quarantine. 

§ Trade Acta. 



No. 120. 

Consul Plowden to Mr. Bidwell.—(Received May 3.) 


go. 2. Consular.) Ma uo^. April 3. IS50. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge your circular of the 9th June, 1849,* and to 
inform you that at present there are no mercantile houses established by citizens of France 
or the United States in the district of my Consulate. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 121. 

Consul Plowden to Mr. Bidwell.—(Received May 3.) 


(No. 3. Consular.) _ 

gi r> Massowah, April 3, 1850. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that I have been at my post in Abyssinia, and 
in the execution of ray duties, during the whole of the quarter ending the 31st of March, 
1850. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 122. 

Consul Plowden to Mr. Bidwell.—(Received May 3.) 

o. 4. Consular.) 

lr> Massowah , April 4, 1850. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that I have drawn under this date a set of bills 
on Her Majesty’s Treasury for the sum of 100/., being on account of my office and house- 
rent allowances for the past quarter, as authorized by Viscount Palmerston. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 123. 

Consul Plowden to Mr. Bidwell.—(Received May 3.) 

No. 5. Consular.) 

Massowah, April 4, 1850. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose an account of my travelling expenses in Abyssinia 
from the 21st August, 1848, till my return to Massowah the 4th April, 1850. Writing 
being almost unknown in that country, and receipts entirely so, it is obvious that I cannot 
furnish vouchers; at the same time I trust that my expenditure not being considered 
unreasonable, my accounts may be approved. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


s. 


* For Return of French and American Mercantile Houses. 
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No. 124. 

Consul Plowden to Mr. Bidwell.—(Received May 3.) 

jNo. 6. Consular.) 

cx^n 8 e 9 inAhllL dayS J s '£ bt ,’ u for J he 8un > of »«.. on account of my tml'jL 
expenses in Abyssinia, as authorized by Viscount Palmerston. y g 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 124 a. 

(No 10 ) Mr ‘ C ’ A ' Murray t0 Vi * count Palmerston.— (Received May 3.) 

iMNI 

J b ® Pf° v ' nce m question lies in latitude 14° north and longitude 41° 40' an H 
AMto Ser“JK?^o”enf a " d the a<J j acent —‘could be 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) CH. A. MURRAY. 


Minute. 

This might be a desirable acquisition for the East India Pnnmnnr u • • . 

that a French Consul should offer it to the English Government thi« ti V! * lngu ar 
Omphila (Amphylla) of which we heard some yea™ ago ? the d,St " Ct near 

Query ask Admiralty for any information they may possess 
May 10, 1850. p 


The Admiralty were written to, and they gave an answer* Tint n 

ij"»—»-»»* •»' * syussrrJTirxriSrs 

E. HAMMOND. 


Inelosure in No. 124 a. 

M. le Consul-General, * * G ° U '"‘^ C * 
la e£ N fJr*# F WT a achetd dans le mois d ' Ao “‘ 

la cflte d Abyss,me, dont la capitale est Rid, bordant la Mer Rouge. environ par |« 


/ 
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14 degr^s de latitude; elle a pour limites d’une part le Cap Cordonlat. et a 90 rnilles de 
longueur toutes les petites lies voisines en dependent. 

Le contrat a 6te pass^ avec le proprietaire legitime, qui en est Roi, independant de 
Puissances Musulmanes, comme de celles de l’Abyssinie Chr&ienne, et le prix a et<* payd 
comptant, k lexception d'une faible somme qui doit £tre donnde le jour de la prise de 
possession. 

Depuis l’lpoque de l’acquisition de Eid cette affaire a M negligee; me trouvant 
aujourd hui aux lieux et place des acqu&eurs, je vous prie, M. lc Consul-Glnlral, de me 
faire connaitre s’il serait de convenance du Gouvernement de Sa Majestd Britannique de 
faire l’acquisition de cette province; je pourrais me rendre a Londres pour traiter djfecte- 
ment, ou de toute autre mani&re que vous voudrez bien m’indiquer. 

La Province de Eid est un des plus beaux sites de la c6te d’Abyssinie; il y a mi bon 
port; on a trouv£, en toute saison, pr£s de la mer, de l’eau douce en abondance; et il y a 
des communications directes avec le pays Chretien de l*iut6rieur. 

Veuillez, &c. 

(Sign6) A. DE GOUT1N. 


No. 124 b. 

Mr. Addington to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 

Sir, Foreign Office, May 11, 1850. 

I AM directed by Viscount Palmerston to request that you will state to the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty that his Lordship would be obliged to them for any 
information which they may have the means of communicating to him respecting the 
district on the shore of the Red Sea of which Eid or Edd is the chief place, and which is 
stated to be in latitude 14° north and longitude 41/40' east. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) H. U. ADDINGTON. 


[N.B.—Nos. 125 to 134> though of prior date to Nos. 113 to 124, were received afterwards.) 


No. 125. 

Consul Plowden to Mr. Bidwell.—(Received May 20, 1850.) 

(No. 8. Consular.) 

Sir, Lamgee, December 31,1849. 

THE difficulties of the route, and the intervention of the rainy season, have prevented 
hitherto the transmission of my usual certificate for the three past quarters, that I have 
now the honour to inclose. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN 


No. 120. 

Consul Plowden to Mr. Bidwell.—(Received May 20, 1850.) 

Sir > r Lamgee, December 31, 1849. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that I have been ut my post in Abyssinia and 
engaged in the execution of my duties during the whole of the’ three quarters ending 

&• 
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respectively the 30th of June, the 30th of September, and the 31st of December, 

I have, &c. _ 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 127. 

Consul Plowden to Mr. Bidwcll.—(Received May 20, I860.) 

(No. 9. Consular.) 

Sir * r n™ A • - . A _. tt , Lamgee, December 31, 1849. 

I nKO to inform you that i have this day drawn three sets of bills on Her Majesty’s 
1 rcasury to my order at thirty days after sight, each set for the sum of 100/. sterling, 
being on account of my office and house rent allowances for three past quarters as 
authorized by ViscOunt Palmerston. 

I nave, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 128. 

Consul Plowden to Mr. Bidwell.—(Received May 20, 1850.) 

(No. 10. Consular.) 

. Lamgee, December 31, 1849. 

ON the 5th December I had the honour to receive your circular of the 16th January 
last, and now return the queries inclosed therein, with such answers as my position at 
present enables me to give. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


Inclosure in No. 128. 

Queries to be answered by Consuls respecting the Expenses of British Consular 

Establishments. 

Q. 1. WHAT house-rent do you pay? 

A. I have erected a temporary house, and shall have to build a Consulate, there 
being no house at Massowah tit for the residence of a British Consul. 

Q. 2. Is your Consular Office in your house ? If not, state why. 

Q. 3. Do you, as Consul, employ clerks and messengers? If so, state why; how 
many; and how they are employed. 

A. 1 employ messengers between Massowah and the interior of Abyssinia, there 
beipg no other means of transmitting letters ; the numbers depend on the state of the 
roads, and the exigencies of the service. 

Q. 4. Have those clerks and messengers any other occupation or means of liveli¬ 
hood, or are they employed and paid exclusively for the business of your Consular 
Office ? 

A. Employed and paid exclusively by me. 

Q. 5. State what remuneration they severally receive ? 

A. Clothes, food, and money according to the danger and distance of the messages 
they are sent, and their fidelity and dispatch in executing them. 

Q. 6. Make a short statement in figures of the expenses of your Consular Office, 


/ 



No. 129. 

Consul Plowden to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received May 20.) 

(No. 1.) 

My Lord, Lamqee , January 2, 1850. 

HAVING accompanied the Ras on a distant campaign, and the rainy season, with 
roads infested by the enemy, having since interrupted all safe communication, I trust my 
silence will be sufficiently explained. Being now in comparative security on the borders 
of the Lake Tsana, en route for Tigr£, I write to inform your Lordship that the Ras has 
signed the Treaty proposed by Her Majesty. 

The signature of the Emperor it was impossible to obtain in concert with that of the 
Ras; and as the latter becomes daily more powerful, and the former more irretrievably 
insignificant, I judged it better not to risk alarming the jealousy of the Ras. I shall not 
risk the despatch of the Treaty, signed on the 2nd of November, 1849, until my arrival at 
Massowah, when I shall also offer some remarks with reference to it. I have parted on 
the most friendly terms with his Highness the Ras. 

I have, See. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 130. 

Consul Plowden to Visrount Palmerston.—(Received May 20.) 

(No. 2.) 

My Lord, Lamgee , January 2, 1850. 

ON the 5th December, 1849,* being en route f rom Godjam to Tigrd, I had the honour 
to receive your despatch of the 6th April, 1849. Perhaps the signature of the Treaty by 
Ras Ali may modify your Lordship’s views on the subject of protecting Abyssinian 
merchants and trade. 

Further remarks on this subject I shall offer when I have received your Lordship’s 
reply to my letters of January and March, 1849; in the meantime 1 shall decline 
receiving the supplication that the merchants of Abyssinia wished me to forward to Her 
Majesty, and shall scrupulously avoid all steps that might involve Her Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment in discussion. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


with reference to the fees which you receive, taking the avenge of the last three years, 
viz., 1846, 1847, and 1848, thus:— 

A. Expenses :—Office rent, nil. Clerk hire, 40/. Stationery, 51. Fees (avenge of 
the three years 1846, 1847, and 1848), None. 

The two years of my Consulate not having been stationary ; office rent, none fixed. 

There is no likelihood of receiving any fees. .. 

(Signed! WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 131. 

Consul Plowden to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received May 20.) 

(No. 3.) 

My Lord, Lamgee , January 2, 1850. 

I INCLOSE a letter from the Ras to Her Majesty, declaring his acceptance of the 
proposed Treaty, and desire for our continued friendship, stating also that he forwards 
some presents to Her Gracious Majesty. 

• No. 72. 
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I send this despatch at once, that I may receive from your Lordship early instruc¬ 
tions regarding the disposal of these presents, which I could not avoid receiving without 
offending; also an answer to his Highness. 

I have, &c. 

(8igncd) WALTER PLOW DEN. 


Minutes. 

These presents should be sent home by any good opportunity. 

The presents which the Ras mentions should be got ready for him. 

May 23, 1850. ' P. 


Ras Ali says he prefers dollars to everything else. How many will Lord Palmerston 
give him ? Mr. Plowden might be authorised to draw for the amount, and get the dollars 
out there. 

He would also like some glass-cloth, scarlet cloth, and guns, and rifles of 2-ounce 
ball, and long octagon barrels. 

Of the former, Mr. Plowden took with him 10 yards at 3Is. Gd. a yard, bought at 
Williams and Sowerby, 61, Oxford-street, and of scarlet cloth 20 yards, broad, at 14s. 6 d. y 
and 3&| yards superfine at 6s. 6 d., bought of Coates and Co., 5, Wood-street, Cheapside. 

The rifles and guns Mr. Plowden got at Lacy and Reynolds, 21, Great St. Helen’s. 
The rifle was 13/. complete; the guns from 4/. to 51. 10s., and under. 

How are these presents to be paid for ? E. H. 


Out of the Secret Service Fund. What would be a sufficient sum in dollars ? 

June 12, 1850. P. 


With regard to these presents for the Ras of Abyssinia, it is submitted that as a few 
yards of glass cloth and broad cloth and three or four rifles or fowling-pieces would make 
hut a poor assortment as coming from the British Government, it might, perhaps, on the 
whole be better to authorize Mr. Plowden to give him 1,000 German crowns, which it is 
believed would be about 250/. sterling, and to draw for that sum on the Secretary of State. 

June 18.. 1850. E. H. 


This might be done, but a few of the other things might be added, as samples of 
British productions, and if the cost was much, it might be met by deducting somewhat 
from the number of crowns. 

June 30, 1850. P- 


As the Ras mentions guns and cloth, it might seem ungracious 


to send him none. 

P. 


Letter to Ordnance Office, July 8, 1850. 


Inclosure in No. 151. 

Ras Ali to Her Majesty Queen Victoria. 


(Translation.) 

RAS ALI, King of Abyssinia, to Queen Victoria, Queen of the English, greeting:— 

1 have received with pleasure the present conveyed to me by Consul Plowden, and 
have scaled the Treaty he showed me, that our friendship may not dissolve. 

I am poor when I see your wealth, and can only send such small matters as arc found 
in our country. I send now— 

Two shields and one lance, two shotels (Abyssinian sabres), two betoiis (silver 
armlets), two kalichas (silver coronets), two horse saddles, two mule saddles (with orna¬ 
ments and accoutrements), four fine cloths (cotton fabric), four elephants’ teeth, two long¬ 
haired sheep-skins. 

In my poverty, with constant war and many soldiers, dollars wherewith to pay them 
would be the best proof of your friendship, with the protection of my merchants at 
Massowah. 

Of other things, the glass-cloth and scarlet-cloth you sent me, with guns and rifles 
of 2-ounce ball, and long octagon barrel, please me best. All English who come to my 
country will be received as friends, as far as my power extends. 

(Signed) ALI, King of Abyssinia. 


No. 132. 

Consul Plowden to Viscount Palmerston, No. 4, 1850. 
[Not received.] 


No. 133. 

Consul Plowden to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received May 20.) 

(No. 5.) 

My Lord, Lamgee, January 3, 1850. 

I HAVE not judged it expedient to visit Shoa at present, as it is important that our 
relations with Ras Ali and Dejaj Oobeay should be clearly understood, and the position of 
my Consulate more defined with reference to the conflicting claims on the coast. 

Also after the somewhat free expenditure of Major Harris, to proceed there entirely 
empty-handed would be impolitic. 

I learn that the young King, son of Sahela Sclassi, is of a just and generous disposi¬ 
tion, hut entertains a jealousy of the English, from the fear that they wish to deprive 
him of his territories, and the conviction that they have the power to do so. The 
former part of this idea is sufficiently common here also to have caused me some 
difficulty. 

I have, See. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 134. 

Consul Plowden to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received May 20.) 

(No. 6.) 

My Lord, Lamjee, January 4, 1850. 

THE Government of Massowah having reverted to the Pashalic of Jeddah, which 
has no official notice of my existence or appointment, it would be advisable that a letter 
from the Ottoman Porte be obtained, similar to that formerly written by Mohammed Aii, 
viz., to the Governor of Massowah, to regard me as an officer of Her Britannic Majesty, 
to offer no obstacle to myself in passing to and fro, or my property that may have to pass 
the Custom-house of Massowah, and the inspection of which may cause inconvenience, or 
lower the consideration of the inhabitants for me. 










I mention this, as I hear that for some months past cases for me are detained at 
Massowah, the Turkish Governor having insisted on their being opened, and my agent 
properly refusing. 

I halve, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 



No. 135. 


Sir J. Hobhouse to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received May 28.) 

My Lord, India Board , May 27, 1850. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit, for your information, a copy of two letters dated the 
18th aud 27th ultimo (and of their respective inclosures), which the East India Company's 
Political Agent at Aden has addressed to the Government of Bombay, relating to Abyssinia, 
and Her Majesty’s Consul in that country. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) JOHN HOBHOUSE. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 135. 

The Political Agent at Aden to the Secretary to Government , Bombay. 

Sir, Aden , April 18, 1850. 

WITH reference to my requisition for the services of the Honourable East India 
Company's schooner "Constance,” and my letter, dated February 19, 1850, for the 
guidance of Lieutenant Adams, her commander, I have the honour to report that she 
returned to Aden on the 13th instant, and I immediately sent Her Britannic Majesty’s 
Consuls despatches on to Egypt and England. I herewith inclose two letters 1 have 
received from her commander, Lieutenant Adams, and for the supply of rice and dhole 
supplied to Mr. Plowden, as per letters annexed. 1 have written my approval to the senior 
naval officer, with a request he will kindly be pleased to sanction the disbursement in public 
orders for the passing of Lieutenant Adams’s accounts. 

Mr. Plowden has requested the return of the ° Constance ” or other vessel to Massowah 
for the protection of British interests, as it is probable the approach of Dejaj Oobcay’s 
troops, some 15,000 or 20,000 in number, to enforce the annual tribute from the Turkish 
Government, may cause great confusion and panic, also stop trade and supplies for a time. 
It is consequently my intention to despatch the “ Constance ” to Massowah when ready, 
which will be about the 24th or 25tii of this month. 

Mr. Plowden has requested me to send him a small 3-pounder gun-carriage for 
mountain service. It is intended, I believe, as a present for Ras Ali. I have consequently 
applied for one through Brigadier Cunningham, with a request that a new one may be 
indented by the Ordnance Department here to supply its place, and the cost, &c, be sent 
to me for liquidation for Her Majesty’s service agreeable to Mr. Plowden’s request. 

I also take the liberty to inclose the copy of a letter I received from Her Britannic 
Majesty’s Consul, of which l will take due notice, by writing a friendly though firm letter 
of remonstrance to his Highness Hasyb Pasha at Jeddah, also to the Governor and other 
authorities at Massowah, which I trust will have the desired effect. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) S. B. HAINES. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 135. 


Lieutenant Adams, I.N., to the Political Agent at Aden. 

Sir, "Constance ” at Sea , April 8, 1850. 

IN consequence of a letter received from Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul in Abyssinia 
(a copy of which is annexed), may I beg you will kindly be pleased to write to the Senior 
Naval Officer at Aden requesting him to i^sue a squadron order for me to supply the folio 
ing provisions for his use, viz.—Rice Alaugaloo, 997 lbs.; dhole, 150 lbs.; bags double 
gunny, 7 in number. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) G. N. ADAMS. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 135. 

Consul Plowden to Lieutenant Adams , I.N. 

Sir, Mussowah , April 4, 1850. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that fearing the approach of Dejaj Oobeay’s troops, 
Massowah is, as it were, in a state of siege. There is no murket, and tlie usual supplies 
from the mainland are cut off. I have arrived but a day or two from the interior with a 
numerous establishment, and from the sudden death of n.y agent have found no 
preparations for their subsistence ; under these circumstances, if you could assist me in any 
way with supplies I should feel obliged to you, as the purchase of anything is almost 
impossible. 

Your schooner has already lain here so long that I cannot think of detaining her, but 
on many accounts I trust that Captain Haines, on your representation of the slate of affairs 
here generally, will 6oon be able to send up this or another vessel, if possible, with strict 
instructions as to her conduct with regard to the detention of my effects by the Custom¬ 
house officers, which orders I cannot supply, not being Her Majesty’s Consul at 
Massowah. 

I should wish you also, before you go, to speak forcibly to the chief of the troops 
here regarding his conduct to and protection of myself and other Europeans here. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 135. 

Lieutenant Adams, I.N ., to Consul Plowden. 

Sir, Massowah Harbour , April 4, 1850. 

I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of this date, and in reply thereto I 
have to state that I can supply you, under existing circumstances, with six bags of rice and 
one of dhole for the use of your establishment. 

Should you deem it necessary, the Honourable Company’s schooner of war, under mv 
command, can remain at this port for the protection of yourself and other British subjects 
some few days longer, or until Dejaj Oobeay s troops may leave this part of the country, 
although, in my opinion, that Chief does not intend Massowah to be attacked. 

With respect to the last paragraph of vour letter, I will at once see the Commander 
of the troops of his Highness the Sultan of Turkey, and forcibly impress on him that every 
assistance and protection in his power be afforded yourself and other subjects of Great 
Britain, and those claiming our protection. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) G. N. ADAMS. 


Inclosure 5 in No. 135. 

Lieutenant Adams, I.N., to the Political Agent at Aden. 

Sir, ** Constance” April 11, 1850. 

ON my arrival at Massowah I learnt that Dejaj Oobeay’s troops were at Hamazevn 
(about sixty miles from Adowa) in January last, and in consequence of that Massowah had 
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been greatly distressed for water and provisions during that month; that about twelve 
days after Oobeay’s arrival there, he had gent an Ambassador to the Turkish Governor 
stating that be had no hostile intentions against the Turkish provinces, and that be wished 
for the future, prosperity and tranquillity to that part of the country and its inhabitants ; 
at the same time, he urged that the Turkish Government should pay Oobeay the tribute 
that had been established for 60 many years, viz.—1,000 German crowns yearly. The 
Messenger or Ambassador was sent back by the Turkish authorities to Oobeay with some 
trifling present of about 130 German crowns value and many unmeaning compliments. 
About 10th of March another messenger came from Oobeay demanding payment of 4,000 
dollars (four years’ tribute), and in case the authorities should fail to pay the same very 
shortly he would enter the country, take their cattle, and burn their villages, &c., &c. 
The den and was not complied with, and from the 26th ultimo to the day I left, viz., 6th 
April, people from all parts came flocking in with their wives, families, &c., &c. Thousands 
arc on or near the Bunder and the point opposite the Fort, on the mainland, to be under 
its shelter and the guns of the two war buggalows which were moored, head and stern, in 
position to protect the island, &c. Mr. Fenton, an English traveller, and another gentleman, 
who were shooting about forty or sixty miles inland, were abandoned by their servants and 
camel men, and were obliged to leave their baggage, provisions, &c., as none of the natives, 
although offered large rewards, could be persuaded to stay, even to load the camels they 
had with them ; they reached Massowah on the evening of the 2nd instant. 

For the last few days I was at Massowah it was impossible to procure the necessaries 
of life; the Governor could get no one to go out to buy bullocks for the troops, and 
Mr. Plowden, the day previous to our departure, could only procure one solitary fowl. 
Water is obtained from Arkeeko (which is protected by a fort), hut though all the boats of 
the place arc employed, yet the scrambling and quarrelling for it is very great. 

Mr. Plowden, who left Oobeay'8 camp on the loth March, assured me that strict 
orders had been given to his chieftain Cocober not to attack Massowah, and which 
order Cocober dare not disobey. The people of Massowah are of opinion that it is 
Mr. Plowden who has brought him down to the attack, an opinion equally as foolish as the 
one in circulation on the schooner’s first anchoring, viz., that the British Government had 
determined to take the place, with Oobeay’s assistance. 

Mr. Plowden has the greater part of his establishment atMoncolo, which is otherwise 
deserted. On Thursday, the 4th instant, he and Mr. Coffin went out there to try and give 
confidence to the natives. It bad been currently reported that Cocober would certainly 
attack Massowah on that day. 

The Ras is still in Godjam, the greater part of Oobeay’s forces are with him as 
hostages for Oobeay’s good behaviour; the Ras is blockading a refractory Chief in some of 
the hill forts in that country. Nubia is quiet. Carthsey’s troops have not as yet got over 
the defeat they met with from the Egyptians about a year and a-half since. 

The French Consul, M. Raulland, left prior to my arrival, it is said, dissatisfied with 
the authorities. He left, as Consular Agent, the master of the brig “ Grenouille '* 
(M. Bisson), but as he had no regular introduction the Turkish authorities would not 
receive him as such. 

On the 28th of February, the day we anchored at Massowah, 200 Irregulars arrived 
from Jeddah, and 200 more were shortly expected. On the night of the 2nd ultimo, Naib 
Mahomed was thrown into prison and lettered, and afterw ards sent in a buggalow to Jeddah 
by Omar Eft’endi, on suspicion, it w r as said, of having secretly invited Oobeay down to 
attack Massowah. 

Our British Indian merchants were only just arriving, and up to the time of our leaving 
had no complaints to make. 

At Mocha 1 found the “ Elphinstone,” and as inquiries had been instituted by 
Captain J. P. Sanders, the senior naval officer at Adeu, I made none. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) G. N. ADAMS. 


Inclosure 6 in No. 135. 

Consul Plowden to the Political Agent at Aden . 

Sir, Massowah, April 6, 1850. 

1 HAVE the honour to inform you that there is at present no Government at 
Massowah. There is an officer of Customs appointed by the Pasha of Djedda, who holds 
himself responsible to no one. 


/- 
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The Chief of the troops having declared his inability to interfere with him in any way, 
our countrymen have suffered generally many annoyances here lately. 

First. Since December last, cases have been lying in the Custom-house, my private 
property, which of course could not be opened without my sanction, and to avoid any 
detention of which, strict orders had been issued from Constantinople to the Pashalic of 
Djedda. Also there was detained a post-office packet, which, fortunately, did not contain 
documents of public importance. On demanding an explanation of this detention, the Chief 
of Customs refused even to make his appearance in the presence of the so-called Governor, 
and coolly told us that we might all three come to him, that is, the Governor, Lieutenant 
Adams, and myself. 

Second. The officers of the Honourable East India Company’s schooner “Con¬ 
stance ’’ are subjected to the most vexatious annoyances by the Custom-house authorities 
each time they have occasion to visit the island or the mainland. 

Thirdly. Passing over many disagreeable occurrences, on my presenting a horse, my 
private property, to Lieutenant Adams for his kind transport to Aden, the Chief of 
Customs refused to allow it to be put on board without payment of duty. Foreseeing 
dangerous consequences later, if such conduct were allowed to pass unnoticed, I requested 
Captain Adams to insist strongly on the immediate embarkation of the animal by the 
authorities. This, after some demur and a night’s delay, was effected. 

In this country so distant from the seat of Government, and amidst a semi-barbarous 
population, at a time when the island is in a state of siege from the fear of the Abyssinian 
forces, and the Governor declares himself null. I think we should be justified in taking the 
law into our own hands, at least, so far as shall procure us that respect necessary here to 
to our safety even. 

I trust that you will write forcibly to the Pasha of Jeddah, and that steps will be taken 
for the restitution with apology of my effects, and the dismissal of the officer who has 
conducted himself so inimicably towards us. 

The Chief of the troops showed every disposition to befriend us, hut has neither the 
power nor the courage to do so. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


Inclosure 7 in No. 135. 

The Political Agent at Aden to the Secretary to Government , Bombay. 

Sir, Aden, April 27, 1850. 

I HAVE the honour to report I have requested the services of the Company’s schooner 
“ Constance ” to proceed to Massowah. A copy of my letter of instructions for the 
guidance of Lieutenant Adams, her Commander, I beg to annex for the information of 
Government, also a copy of my letter to Walter Plowden, Esq., Her Britannic Majesty’s 
Consul for Abyssinia. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) S. B. HAINES. 


Inclosure 8 in No. 135. 

The Political Agent at Aden to the Senior Naval Officer , Aden. 

Sir, Aden , April 27, 1850. 

I HAVE the honour to request the services of the Company’s schooner “ Constance *’ 
to proceed to Massowah, conveying to Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul, W. Plowden, Esq., 
such puckets as I may have ready for him, also a 3-pounder gun carriage with limber 
complete. 

2. As the General of Ras Oobeay was shortly expected to ravage the vicinity of 
Massowah with a very large Abyssinian force, it was more than probable the inhabitants of 
Massowah will be in great fear, and the presence of the “ Constance “ under such circum¬ 
stances will give protection and confidence to the British Indian merchants. May I there¬ 
fore beg you will kindly be pleased to direct the Commander to use his judgment on the 
occasion, affording our merchants any assistance they may be in need of, and at the same 
time placing himself io communication with Her Britannic Majesty's Consul, and attending 
to any official requisition he may receive from tliafc officer. 
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3. Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul having complained to me that the authorities at 
Massowah will not permit his private baggage and dispatches to pass the Custom-house 
without examination, I have addressed a remonstrance to the Governor of Massowah on 
the subject, and should wish it to be delivered in person by the Commander of the 
“ Constance,” so that he may point out to the Governor the apparent want of courtesy and 
respect towards an official officer, delegated with power from Her Britannic Majesty, with 
whom the Sublime Porte is on terms of friendship. I should also wish Lieutenant Adams 
to inform the Governor l have addressed a letter to His Highness Hasyb Pasha on the 
subject, as I look to him as Governor-General of the Turkish possessions in the Red Sea, 
and to the Governors of all Turkish towns, to enforce due respect from all subordinates 
under their authority to the British flag, and expect that officers in charge of the Custom 
departments at all towus under Turkish rule will abide by the rules laid down in the Con¬ 
vention of Commerce between our respective Governments, and also show courtesy and 
respect to all British official functionaries as well as subjects. 

4 The u Constance ” should be back to Aden, if possible, in six w'eeks, or as early as 
lieutenant Adams considers her services at Massowa can be dispensed with, in case her 
services are otherwise required ; he should also look in at Hodcidaand Mocha for political 
information, and to ascertain the state of trade on his return to Aden. 

5. I should also'be glad to obtain, through Lieutenant Adams, all information on tbe 
political state of affairs in Abyssinia to the latest date for the information of Government. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) S. B. HAINES. 


Inclosure 9 in No. 135. 

The Political Agent at Aden to Consul Plowden. 

%[ Tf Aden , April 27, 1850. 

1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated April 0, 1850. 

2. In reply. I beg to inform you I have dispatched the Honourable Company's 
schooner of war <4 Constance ” to Massowah to afford protection to our Indian merchants 
during the period of the Abyssinian force being in the vicinity ; her Commander, Lieute¬ 
nant Adams, will place himself in communication with you, aud render all assistance in bis 
power. 

3. Further, I have addressed a letter to the Governor of Massowa on the subject 
of your despatches and baggage being detained, and have also politely requested His 
Highness Hasyb Pasha to issue such instructions as will prevent a repetition of similar 
unfriendly conduct towards you. 

4. The 3-poundcr gun carriage and limber will be conveyed by the “ Constance ” to 

you. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) S. B. HAINES. 

No. 130. 

Viscount Palmerston to Sir J. Hobhouse. 

gj r Foreign Office, June 5, 1850. 

WITH reference to that part of the inclosures in your letter of the 27thultimo* in 
which it is stated that certain supplies of provisions and also a 3-pounder gun have been 
issued to Her Majesty’s Consul in Abyssinia by the officer of the East India Company in 
the Red Sea, I have the honour to acquaint you that I will take steps for procuring the 
payment to the East India Company of the cost of these articles as soon as I am made 
acquainted with the amount thereof. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 


No. 137. 

Viscount Palmerston to Sir J, Hobhouse. 

gi,. Foreign Office, June 5, 1850. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to you copies of a correspondence which 1 have had 
with Her Majesty’s Consul in Abyssinia respecting the wish of the Ras Oobeay to obtain 

♦ No. 135. 

^ L_ / — 




the services of 9ome European workmen.* The expense which sending workmen from 
England to Abyssinia would necessarily occasion, seems to be a sufficient reason for 
declining to comply with the specific request of the Ras; but I should be glad to have 
your opinion as to the practicability of engaging persons in India who might be competent 
to perform the works contemplated by the Ras, and as to the expense which would be 
incurred in sending them to, and maintaining them for a limited time in Abyssinia. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 


No. 138. 

Viscount Palmerston to Consul Plowden. 

(No. 2.) 

Sir, Foreign Office , June 7, 1850. 

YOU state in your despatch No. 5 of the 3rd of Januaryt that the King of Shoa is 
supposed to entertain apprehensions in regard to the possible designs of the British 
Government. You will, of course, take every opportunity of reassuring that Chief on this 
point, and of endeavouring to satisfy his mind, and also the minds of any other persons 
who may be under the influence of similar apprehensions, that the British Government 
entertain no aggressive intentions whatever with respect to any portion of Abyssinia. 

[ am, &c. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 


No. 139. 

Viscount Palmerston to Sir S. Canning. 

(No. 165.) 

Sir, Foreign Office , June 7, 1850. 

I HAVE to inform your Excellency that Mr. Consul Plowden has concluded with 
the Ras of Abyssinia the Treaty which, in my despatch No. 16 of the 13th of January', 
1848.J I acquainted Lord Cowley that Mr. Plowden was instructed to negotiate. 1 
transmit to you herewith a copy of that Treaty,§ which will forthwith be ratified by Her 
Majesty. 

I furnish your Excellency at the same time, with copies of several despatches which 
I have received from Mr. Plowden,II and 1 should wish to have any observations which 
may occur to you on the points alluded to therein. 

I have not yet received any report from your Excellency in reply to my despatch 
No. 167 of the 3rd of July, 1849,1) respecting the claims of the Porte, and of the Abyssinian 
Rulers, to the districts on the mainland in the neighbourhood of Massowah. Mr. Plowden 
appears to be anxious that he should he allowed to exercise authority at Massowah. But 
in that case it would be requisite that he should have a Consular Commission for that 
port, on which a Berat from the Turkish Government enabling him to act could be 
obtained. 

In regard to Mr. Plow den’s complaint on the subject of the interference of the Turkish 
authorities at Massowah with his correspondence aud effects, l have to instruct your Excel¬ 
lency to call the attention of the Porte to the little deference which has been paid by those 
authorities to the Vizirial letter in favour of Mr. Plowden which it appears, from your 
despatch No. 201 of the 19th of June last,** the Porte at your Excellency’s instigation 
consented to issue; and your Excellency will request not only that satisfaction may be 
given for the wrong done to Mr. Plowden in this respect, but that more stringent orders 
may be issued by the Porte to secure bim from similar molestation hereafter. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 


No. 140. 

Fwcoitnf Palmerston to Sir S. Canning. 

(No. 166.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, June 7, 1850. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 165 of this day’s date, inclosing copies of 
despatches from Mr. Consul Plowden, I inclose, for your Excellency’s information, a copy 

• No*. 82, 98, and 115. f No. 133. \ No. 13*. S Inclowro in No. 113. 

(I Nos. 116, H7, 118, and 134. q No. 89. H No. 94. 
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of a despatch from the Resident of the East India Company at Aden to the Bombay Govern¬ 
ment, dated the 18th of April,* containing some information respecting the state of affairs 
in the neighbourhood of Massowah, and inclosing copies of correspondence with Mr. Consul 
Plow den. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 


No. 141. 

Viscount Palmerston to Consul Plotrden. 

(No. 3.) 

8ir, Foreign Office, June 7, 1850. 

I HAVE received your despatches to No. 12 of the 4th of April inclusive. Her 
Majesty’s ratification of the Treaty signed by you with Ras Ali on the 2nd of November 
last is in course of preparation, and will be forwarded to you by the next mail. 

I will send to you, if possible, by the same opportunity, some presents for the Ras, as 
requested in his letter to the Queen inclosed in your despatch No. 3 of the 2nd of January,! 
and in regard to the presents which the Ras proposes to send to the Queen ; you will cause 
them to be forwarded to this country by any good opportunity which may present 
itself. 

I have communicated to Sir Stratford Canning copies of your despatches Nos. 6, 10, 
11, and 12, and his Excellency will endeavour to induce the Porte to take effectual 
measures for securing your correspondence and effects from undue interference on the 
part of Turkish authorities. 

For the future you will forward to Her Ma jesty’s Ambassador at Constantinople copies 
of all despatches which you may address to this office. 

f am, &c. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 


No. 142. 

Viscount Palmerston to Consul Plou'den.% 

(No. 4.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, June 15, 1^50. 

I HAVE received and laid before the Queen your despatch No. 7 of the 2nd of 
April last,§ inclosing a Treaty of Friendship and Commerce which, in pursuance of the 
instructions of Her Majesty’s Government, you had concluded with the Has of Abyssinia, 
on the 2nd of November, 1849; and I have much satisfaction in conveying to you the 
approval of Her Majesty’s Government of your conduct in the negotiation and conclusion 
of that Treaty. 

I transmit to you the Queen’s ratification of the Treaty under the Royal Sign 
Manual and Signet. You will take the earliest suitable opportunity of delivering this 
instrument to the Ras in due form, accompanied by expressions of Her Majesty’s sincere 
desires for His Highness’ health and happiness and for the prosperity of the countries 
under his rule. 

You will obtain from His Highness, and transmit to me, a certificate according to 
the inclosed form, of his having received the Queen’s ratification. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 


Inclosure in No. 142. 

Draft of Certificate. 

HIS Majesty of Abyssinia hereby certifies that he has received from Walter Charles 
Metcalfe Plowden, Esq., Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul in Abyssinia, the ratification by 
Her Majesty the Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, of the 
Treaty of Friendship and Commerce concluded and signed between Her Britannic Majesty 
and His Majesty of Abyssinia on the 2nd day of November 1849, corresponding with the 
Abyssinian date the 24th day of Tekumt, 1842. 

* Inclosure in No. 183. t No. 131. 

% Duplicate sent September 17, 1 Sol. § No. 113. 



79 


In witness whereof His Majesty of Abyssinia has hereunto affixed his seal this 
day of in the year of our Lord 1850, corresponding with the 

Abyssinian date "the day of in the year of our Lord 


No. 143. 

Consul Plowden to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received June 20.) 

(No. 13.) 

My Lord, Massowah, April 14, 1850. 

SINCE my last despatch I have to inform your Lordship that the conduct of the 
Turkish authorities here renders my stay injudicious, if not impossible. 

Finding it too difficult to protect myself from the insults daily and studiously offered 
to me, to think that I can at present protect others, workmen of all classes having been 
prohibited under penalties from entering my employment, refused permission to rebuild 
the hut that the Abyssinian troops are said to have burnt, and thus obliged to live in 
tents, on ground purchased, planted, and inclosed by me two years since; the present of 
ivory from Ras Ali to Her Majesty the Queen having been seized and locked in the 
Custom-house, with denial to me even of permission to see and recognize it; and answers 
to my letters being positively refused, I shall await your Lordship’s replies to my late 
despatches in Tigre. 

This conduct, so strange when the Sultan of Turkey has so lately experienced the 
benefit of our friendly alliance, is, your Lordship will readily perceive, aimed at my 
connection with the Abyssinian Chiefs; adopted to persuade them that the English 
nation is no longer of any weight; and virtually declares that, if possible, the English 
Government shall not appoint any officers in that country. 

I beg further to mention, that whatever finnans inay be procured from Constanti¬ 
nople are in themselves useless at this distance, and the Governor here may be changed 
frequently during the period of reference. 1 therefore trust, whatever orders are given, 
that the Political Agent at Aden will receive instructions to enforce their strict execu¬ 
tion, both at the time of receipt and thereafter. 

The insults I have received having been sufficiently public, unless a public reparation, 
such as the inhabitants of Massowah can understand, be made by the authorities here, 
there is little chance of Europeans finding their future residence here agreeable, and the 
Abyssinians will be convinced that our forbearance arises from our weakness. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 144. 

Consul Plowden to Viscount Palmerston,—(Received June 20.) 

(No. 14.) 

My Lora, . Massowah , Mag 12, 1850. 

I MENTIONED in my despatch No. 8* that l had had an interview with Dejaj 
Oobeay, and the disappointment of that Chief at the contents of Iler Majesty’s letter. 

Dejaj Oobeay at that interview also requested me to procure him a carriage for a 
dismounted 3-pounder in bis possession, originally from England. This I did not hesitate 
to promise, as I considered it necessary at that moment to retain his goodw ill, and accord¬ 
ingly I obtained one at my expense, and landed at Massowah. 

The Pasha refused to allow it a pas-age into Abyssinia, and it remains at the 
Custom-house, to the detriment in some measure of my influence in Tigr£. 

By what right this officer interferes with my tiansactions in Abyssinia l know not, 
except it be the idea that he is Ruler of that country on the strength of his possession of 
Massowah. 

As long as this access to Abyssinia is monopolized by the Turks, it is evident that all 
checks that may be and are thrown in the way of my efforts to communicate with that 
country must be forbiddeD, or else that your Lordship should lake some other steps for 
throwing open the commerce of this portion of Africa to our Colonies, it being probable 
that no efforts can at present surmount the injurious effects produced on trade by such a 
system as exists at this port. 9 

* I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


• No. 114. 
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No. 145. 

Consul Plow den to Mr. Bidwell.—(Received June 29.) 

(No. 7. Consular.) 

°i r > Massowah, May 11,1850. 

I HAVE had the honour to receive your circular of the 28th January, 1850, respecting 
the Exhibition of Works of Industry, to be holden in the year 1851, and shall pay every 
attention to your instructions. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 146. 

Consul Plowden to Mr. Bidwell.—(Received June 29.) 

(No. 8. Consular.) 

Sir, Massowah , May 11, 1850. 

A QUESTION has arisen here respecting duties on articles purchased by British 
subjects in Abyssinia. 

Mules are now become an important article of trade between this port and our colony 
of Mauritius. 

These mules are purchased in the province of Tigr6 by some agent, and furnished 
here to the captainwof vessels, at a rate fixed by contract. 

The actual price paid for the animal by the agent, exclusive of expenses, is from 10 
to 12 German crowns a head. On this tariff, 5 per cent, paid as transit duty to the 
Pasha of Massowah, would be about half a dollar a head. 

The demand made by the Pasha is of 12 per cent, on the price paid by the captain 
of the vessel, which includes all expenses and the profit of the agent. This demand is 
thus of 2 \ dollars per mule, or at my valuation of 10 dollars,—25 per cent. 

1 can at present only protest, hut 1 trust that an order will be sent to the Pasha to 
refund all sums levied above the amount of duty I have suggested, and also that none but 
transit duties at the same rate shall be levied on goods of any description purchased by 
British subjects in Abyssinia, and brought for sale or shipment to the harbour of 
Massowah. 

I have, 8tc. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 147. 


Consul Plowden to Mr. Bidwell.—(Received June 29.) 


(No. 9. Consular.) 

Sir, Massowah , May 11, 1850. 

1 HAVE the honour to send my accounts-cmrent for the years 1848 and 1849, in 
duplicate, with one set of vouchers.* 

1 beg to state that no British merchants being resident in Abyssinia, I cannot annex 
the usual certificate to my accounts of the rate of exchange. 

The balance that appears at debit of my account of 1849 will be accounted for in 
my Statement of the present year, as shown in my despatch No. 5 of the 4th of April, 
1850. 


I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 147. 

Account of Travelling Expenses from England to Massowah. 
[See Inclosuro'in No. 43.] 


* (men to Audit Office, April 14, 1853. 


81 


Inclosure 2 in No. 147. 

discount Palmerston to Consul Plowden , No. 4, January 3, 1848. 

[See No. 5.j 

Inclosure 3 in No. 147. 

Viscount Palmerston to Consul Plowden , No. 3, January 3, 1848. 

[See No, 4.] 

Inclosurc 4 in No. 147. 

Her Majesty’s Consul in Account current with the Lords of the Treasury, from 
January 1, 1848, to December 31, following. 


loin 

Feb. 28 To proceed of my bill on their Lordthip* 
at 30 day*’ sight. Exchange, 9HJ 
piastre* per pound sterling .. 

June 2 To proceed* of my bill on their Lordships 
at 30 day*’ light. Exchange at 
l». 10Id. per ropefi. 

Oct. 29 To proceed* of my bill on their Lordships 
at 30 day*' tight. Exchange, German 
crown, 4.38 per pound sterling .. 

Oct. 29 To proceed* of my bill on their Lordship* 
at 30 day*’ light. Exchange, German 
crown, 4.38 per pound sterling 



230 0 0 
60 17 4 


460 17 4 


By disbursements on account travelling 
expenses, from England to Maaaowah, 
aa |*r abstract of authority and 
vouchers. No. 31 and 32 .. .. 

By authority fur office allowance* and 
buuse rent diaburaement, voucher 
No. 33. 


By balance in favour of their Lordships 251 14 10 



60 17 4 


I hereby declare the above account to be just and true, according to the best of my 
knowledge and belief. 

Massowah , May 6, 1850. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


Inclosurc 5 in No. 147. 

Her Majesty’s Consul in Account current with the Lords of the Treasury, from 
January 1, 1849, to December 31 following. 



To balance in favour of their Lord- 
■hips, brought on 

Jan. 1 To proceeds of my bill on their 
Lordships at 30 days’ sight. 
Exchange, German crown, 4'&8 
per pound 

Mar. 31 To proceeds of my bill on their 
Lordships st 30 days' sight. 
Exchange as above .. •. 

Dec. 31 To proceeds of my three hills on 
their Lordships st 30 days’sight. 
Exchange as above .. .. 


Sterling. g 
O 

£ t. d. G. c. 

231 14 10 1133 

100 0 0 458 

100 0 0 438 



Total .. 


.. 300 0 0 1374 
.. 1 751 14 101 3443 



Sterling. 


By disbursement! on account of 
office allowances and house rent, 
for fifteen months from Oct 1, 

1848, to Dec. 31, 1849, as per 
authority Voucher 1 .. .. 2290 

By balance in favour of their Lord- 
■Upa. 1153 




Total .. 


..1751 14 101 3443 


1 hereby declare the above account to be just and true, according to the best of my 
knowledge and belief. 

Massowah, May 6, 1850. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


Y 
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Incloaure 6 in No. 147. 

Account of Travelling Expenses in Abyssinia, from August 21, 1848, to April 4, 1850 


Db. Cr. 


Date. 



Dot*. 


■ 


1848 
Oct. 29 

To my bill o* Her Treasury «t 

30 days* right, it the exchange of 458 

£ t. 

d. 

1848 

Paid to messenger* and letter- 

G.c. 

£ «• 

i. 





carriers .. ,. .. 

47 

10 5 

2| 

1850 

German crown* per 100/. 


n 


Purchase of males and beasts of 



April 4 

To ray bill at 30 days’ right at the some 
exchange .. 


0 


burden, with their attendant 
expenses. 

253 

55 4 

94 






Clothing of seif and servant* .. 
Incidental expenses, a*camel, hire, 

160 

34 18 

84 






hides, tents, Ac. 

111 

24 4 

84 






Arms for servants.. .. .. 

Presents in money to various indi- 

30 

6 11 

0 






riduals. 

180 

39 6 

04 






House expense*. 

157 

34 5 

7 






Corn . 

45 

9 16 

6 






Porters* wages. 

75 

16 7 

6 






Wage* to servants of all clasaes .. 
Account of Agent at Msaaowah 

360 

78 12 

o* 






connected with my journey 

Mr. Bell, for aervioca with Ras 

90 

19 13 

0 






Ati . 

100 

21 16 

8 






Mr. Coffin, for services in Tigrt;.. 
To the Raa’a Envoy for mule to 

30 

6 11 

0 


Balance 

0 18 

21 


return .. 

15 

8 5 

6 


Total. 

360 18 

JL 


Total .. 

1653 

360 18 

2| 


(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 148. 

Afr. Addington to Mr. Butler. 

Sir, Foreign Office , July 8, 1850. 

I AM directed by Viscount Palmerston to request that you will move the Master- 
General and Board of Ordnance to cause his Lordship to be informed at what price the 
following articles could be supplied :— 

Single percussion rifles, with long octagon barrels, carrying 2-ounce balls ; with 
extra appurtenances, and with mahogany cases. 

Single percussion guns, with long barrels, either octagon or twisted, of the 
same bore. 

Single guns, not percussion, of the same bore. 

Extra appurtenances would be required for each of the above description of guns ; 
and leathern cases for the first. 

A supply of copper cap9, in boxes. 

The above-mentioned articles are required as a present for the Ras of Abyssinia; 
and it may be convenient to the Board of Ordnance to know that in the year 1848, 
articles of the same description, and for the same purpose, w r ere obtained by a private 
party on account of this office, from Messrs. Lacy and Reynolds, of Great St. Helens. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) H. U. ADDINGTON. 


No. 149. 

Mr. Butler to Mr. Addington.—(Received July 20.) 

Sir, Office of Ordnance , July 20, 1850. 

I HAVE the honour, by command of the Master-General and Board of Ordnance, 
to acquaint you, for the information of Viscount Palmerston, in reply to your letter of 
8th instant, that long rifles with cases and fitments, such as described by you, may be 
obtained as low as 10/. each, and percussion and flint guns for about 9/. 5s. 

If of the best workmanship, such as an English gentleman would desire to carry, 
the rifles would cost from 20/. to 24/., aud the guns from 16/. to. 21/. 

Copper caps, in boxes, would be about 6s. per thousand. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) G. BUTLER. 
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Minutes. 

is * h ® answer from the Ordnance Office M to the price at which they can supply 
i .les and guns for the Ras of Abyssinia. * * * 

P , rCSl T, d t i , ,f Chea t "T "*!' > enough. But will Lord Palmerston 
decide this and also the number of each description which are to lie sent f 

Foreign Office , July 22, 1850. E H 


J would do , as to the number,—what has been proposed ? Percussion 

would be best, I conclude, unless flint have been specially mentioned ? 

July 24, 1867. p 


j *° UUm} ^. has he ? mentioned The Ras merely said he was pleased with the guns 
and rifles sent him,—which was understood as a hint that he would like to have some 
more, as well as some glass cloth, and scarlet cloth, and dollars. 

Mr. Plow den’s selection for the Ras when he went out, was—1 percussion rifle, 1 
percussion keeper s gun, 2 single percussion guns, 1 double ditto, 5 single guns, 10 light 

fusls, but some of them, from the pneo charged, must have been rather ticklish articles 
to make use ot. 

Perhaps the presents might consist of,-2 rifles at, 10/.; 6 percussion guns, at 9/. 5t.; 
a few thousand copper caps, at 6s. a thousand ; 10 yards of glass cloth, at 31*. 6d. a yard , 
20 yards of scarlet broad, at 14*. 6d.; 40 yards of superfine scarlet, at 6*. 6d. these, 

ahn 7iw 0f pQck,n \ wou ^ a, nount to about 120/; and 500 Gennan crowns would be 
about 125/. more, making the whole present to cost somewhere about 250/. 

Foreign Office , July 25, 1850. E H 


This would be handsome, let it be so. 

July 26, 1850. p 


No. 150. 

Mr. Addington to Mr. Butler. 

to min/'ttl E 8th d before # Vi8COun ‘ Palmerston your letter of^the 20lh histant,' in” reply 
IT™ i m ’ respecting arms for Abyssinia, and 1 am to request that you 

L “after-General and Board of Ordnance to have the goodness to cause to 

be provided two long rifles with cases and fitments, at 10/. each, and six percussion guns 
at about 9/. 5*. each, with about 5,000 percussion caps. ” 

be n ide°m d pr< J bably advisable : , for convenience of transport, that these arms should 

tha Foreign* Offlc* wfaerfrefdy.' an<1 ' “ 40 ^ ^ *“*»««• be to 

separately^ ercussion ca P a * ifc is presumed, would be required for safety, to be packed 

The expense of these arms will be defrayed by this Office. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) H. U. ADDINGTON. 


No. 151. 

Mr. Addington to Mr. W. Plowden. 

MB. ADDINGTON presents his compliments to^Plo^en Mi 
to his letters of the 28th of September and 21st of October, 1849,+ addressed to Lord 
Palmerston, requests that he wiU have the goodness to lend to Mr. Addington for a 


• No*. 148 and 149. 


t Not. 101 tad 104. 
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No. 152. 

Mr. Addington to Mr. Waddinqton. 

(Private.) 

My dear Sir, Foreipn Office, August 24, 1850. 

WITH reference to the private correspondence which took place between the 
Foreign and Home Offices in October and November, 1849,* respecting an individual 
calling himself A. Savary, at that time residing at Gothic Cottage, Queen Street, 
Plymouth, I am directed by Lord Palmerston to request that you will move Sir George 
Grey to take private measures for endeavouring to ascertain the farther history of the 
said A. Savary since the date of the last letter from the Home Office respecting him, 
namely, the 13th of November, 1849. By that letter, which inclosed a Report of Police 
Superintendent Pearce, who had been sent down to Plymouth, it seemed to be pretty 
clearly made out that the said A. Savary was an impostor. 

Circumstances having lately been brought to the knowledge of Lord Palmerston 
which induce him to suspect that A. Savary has lately reappeared in London, under the 
name of Thomas Thibaud or Tibaldi, his Lordship w ishes, if possible, to have the history 
of Savary traced by the confidential agency of the Police, or otherwise, in order to verify 
that suspicion. 

The present domicile of Thibaud is not known, he having suddenly disappeared 
about the 15th of this month; but for a short time before that period he had been in 
the habit of visiting Mr. Frederick Ayrton, of 3, Garden Court, Temple, from whom he 
had experienced much kindness, and to whom his person is therefore well known. 

[ am, &c. 

(Signed) H. U. ADDINGTON, 

P.S.—For your greater convenience I inclose the last communication, dated the 
13th of November of last year, which we received from the Home Department, respecting 
A. Savary, together with the report of the police officer, Pearce, therein contained ; and 
I am to request that these papers, being originals, may in due time be returned to me. 

H. U. A. 


No. 153. 

M. Antoine d’Abbadie to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received September 2.) 

My Lord, London , August 5, 1850. 

ON returning here yesterday from a visit to my mother’s property in Ireland, I 
received the copy of a letter dated the 15th ultimo,! which my brother, Arnauld d’Abbadie, 
did himself the honour of addressing to your Lordship, and where he promises that I 
shall explain the motives which impelled me to confide to Captain Haines’s care a despatch 
addressed by your Lordship to the Emperor of Abyssinia, for the scarcely political but 
very generous and enlightened purpose of asking him that England would prevent the 
Islam soldiers of Mohammed Ali from invading the Christian population of Abyssinia. 

On my return from London to Paris in 1839, after declining Marshal Boult’s offer 
of a French Consulship in Gondar, I received from him a letter couched in terms so 
similar to that of your Lordship, that I never imagined political motives which might, by 
any jealousy between the English and French Governments, thwart the scientific and 
otherwise unpolitical object of my journey. 

I left Paris in the beginning of September, 1839, and was detained by ill-health in 
Egypt until the 5th of January following. The obstacles resulting from native boats 
and Eastern sluggishness, prevented me from reaching Digsa, the first hamlet of northern 
Abyssinia until the 20th March, 1840. Here some French travellers, since deceased, had 
persuaded the native Prince, Ube, that the object of my, in their eyes, too splendidly 
equipped expedition, was to furnish his enemy, the actual ruler ot Gondar, with the 
certain means of conquering him, and Ube peremptorily told my brother and myself to 
return to our own country. As Ube was one of the Princes who had ordered the letters 
to which the English and French Governments had seut favourable answers, I begged 
him to receive and forward them to Sahla Dingil, the Emperor of Abyssinia, but the 
Prince angrily refused to do either. I subsequently tried in vain to send other and 
private letters to Gondar, in order to test the security of the road. These letters were 

* Not. 101, 102. 103, 104, 108, 109, and 110. t Qy. July 17, No. 155. 
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devot^thim J Ve 7 IT"* 1 , thin 3 f0r tW0 br0thera independent means to 

tZ . h \ mse Tea ‘° Af ™ja\*ravel, many opimons may have been current a* to our 
supped object, and we felt the more the influence of them from their being not only 
gratuitous and unjustifiable, but also from their being brought to bear against us in every 
possible obstructive manner from French as well as English sources ^ 

Our experience of Ethiopic manners having taught us, however, that unfriendly 
^t . 1 ^f ar i e Tl, 8e ' d °L aSt n P '"I Ab ^ sm,a : wc ^solved to await on its Eastern frontier a 
TZ S g r i ' W1 ’ and . h t d J JUS - be / un makc a favourable impression on some 

mv eve. ’ WhC ? an aCC , lden , t depn ’ J ed me ’ the 8rd Ju| y- 1840 > of the use of one of 

, 1 rc P a ' re , d '““cJiately to Aden in quest of medical aid, ami had scarcely 

an Officer^’, T h red ^ ® P rot ™ ctcd effects of my accident, when Captain Hobson^ 

the Political T’ at th , e SUg n CStion - as he “id. of Captain Haines, 

which rr^nnt R iK ‘ I , 8h ° ud not pass bc J° nd the immediate precincts of the shed 
AwentlX. P ^ed, because I was a secret agent in the French service. As the political 

fm,n 1 ! lnd ?, btc ; 1 n ? ht t0 ado P fc 8Uch measures as his views, well or erroneously 

founded, might justify for the security of that important possession of the British Crown^ 

I made only a slight and vain endeavour to know the grounds of Captain Haines's conduct 
owardsme; and my scientific correspondence with English and French philosophers 

r c ' e 7“ t0 * at , that feeU “g “cure that no hindrance woufd be offered 
to me beyond the Sea of Aden. I did not then deliver your Lordship's despatch to 

natkm” Ha ' ne8 ’ h ° plng 10 haVC °PP ortuu *ly °f transmitting it myself to its dcsti- 

_ A j * bad onl >' received partial relief from medical treatment in Aden I next 

p (weeded to Egypt, resolving, if advised to return home, to await in Cairo your Lordship's 

Dracti tinner “e f dl 8 P osal , ot ' the despatch, but I was informed by some eminent 

hX of art and th f there '. that the '"jury to the sight of the one eye was beyond the 
in.n If -' , d . thi11 ™y remaming eye wouid still stand the fatigue of a newioumev 
thl r 1 ‘ hercfore returned to Suez, where Captain Lowe refused me admittance into 

the East India Company's steaancr “ Berenice.” My explanations and entreaUes would 
f ba ? have been in vain had it not been for the kind interference of a lieutenant in 

officer had suffered from imputations similar to thl Ihfrh ^Then 

engaging, on behalf of the East India Company, in the United States of North America 
foui experienced cotton planters whom he was now accompanying to India I and thpv 
proud of owing to one Englishman the favour at first refused^another of proceeding 

krl7 R o 0 tot e h Xpen8e m a r Ua,ner Wh j ch 1 then su PP osc d open to all travclleVs and ^rticu- 

larly so to those engaged in scientific pursuits. P* 1 

Mr i?? a [ rn I al ,n 4 den * Ca P tain Haines immediately forwarded to Tuiurrah 

"° m c W,th , me> a ? d the ca P tain of a native boat which I bad engaged 
4 * ic an COast ,ntormctl me tha t Captain Haines imperatively advised him not^tn 

7 , en f a f ment ’ l 1 T th ™ m °nth of November iH^^ Tour Lordshin’s 

custody to Captain Haines in the hope that it would reach its dostinatX m !r , “ 7 
through him than by a native messenger, and that it would still nmtpriall ° k ^ 
interests of the Englishmen then in Ankobar, if they should eLtLrwish to ^ 
to Gondar. I therefore wrote to Captain Haines that sinre ha \ i 1 1 P ub on 
requested him to take charge of the despatch, as he had full means far ^ 1 

Captain Haines wrote in answer that he accented mvX,,Hn f ll on - 

receipt, which . still preserve. My notion S the^lfrtal t nTfe“ e * 
my voyage to Africa was then founded on private information only but Cental 
letter to me when in Barberah, on the African coast, and Xeh I s’till have P ““T 
confirmed entirely my conviction to that effect. ‘ ‘ b ’ 8 U,,se 1 ucn ‘ l J' 

My previous certainty of communications existing between a n i. . 1 r. 1 

afterwards fully borne outf when, in the autumn of lKtasked t her £ 0 "«- 
.f ta i. Oondnr, U. „d 
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“ Harris, British Ambassador,” requesting that prelate to help the intenueu journey ot 
the British mission from Ankobar to Oondar. I did answer it, although I believe the 
answer, though sent, never reached Major Harris, which might account for that contem¬ 
plated journey never having taken place. 

After a two months’ stay in Barberah, and three in Tujurrah, with the fruitless hop© 
of proceeding into the interior, I wrote to Bahia Bilasie, the native Ruler of Shawa, 
informing him that, in consequence of the supposed reluctance of the English in Aden, the 
natives of Tujurrah refused to forward my journey to Ankobar, and begging him to 
cause the friendly intentions, which I knew he entertained in my behalf, to be intimated 
to them ; and I added, to induce him to make the greater effort, availing myself of an 
Amarinna term peculiarly expressive to that effect, the English are “ clever in their 
words.” It was one copy of this letter which it has been alleged fell into the hands of 
Major Harris, and which has been charged against me as bearing a purport hostile to the 
interests of that officer’s mission. If so, I can only say that the letter was misintepreted, 
or a forgery put upon him. All other statements of my having boasted of entertaining 
any such intention are purely unfounded : moreover, it could not have been my interest 
to boast of a letter which had failed in attaining the object I had in writing it of securing 
means of proceeding to Shawa. 

It is needless to add that, when at last I reached Gondar in 1842, I communicated 
again to the Ruler in that city, and as far as my memory served me, the tenor of your 
Lordships despatch ; and until my departure thence in 1848, it was still believed there that 
the joint and generous interference of France and England had alone saved Christianity in 
Abyssinia from irretrievable ruin. In thus showing that I took, as far as my judgment 
allowed me, the best means for meeting the trust reposed in me by your Lordship, I 
cannot fail to hope that I shall appear to have acted in a proper manner, and not the less 
as it behoved a scientific traveller who had experienced such countenance from your 
Lordship. I never was able to ascertain whether the despatch ultimately arrived in 
Gondar ; but have supposed that Major Harris, when he gave up his idea of proceeding 
to the capital of Abyssinia, judged as I did in 1840, and did not think it advisable to 
trust such a document to the carelessness of a native messenger. 

While thus availing myself of the opportunity now afforded me of vindicating, at 
least, the purity of my motives, if not the soundness of my proceedings, I beg to return 
your Lordship my thanks for the occasion, arising as it does out of the interview 
which your Lordship so kindly accorded to my brothers, and I trust I have now placed 
myself in a right position before your Lordship. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) ANTOINE D’ABBADIE. 


No. 154. 

Sir J. Hothouse to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received September 4.) 

My Lord, India Board, September 3, 1850. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 5th of June last,* I have the honour to 
transmit, for your Lordship s information, a copy of a letter from the Military Board at 
Bombay, stating the terms on which, in their opinion, European workmen could be 
engaged at that Presidency for service in Abyssinia. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) JOHN HOBHOUSE. 


Inclosure in No. 154. 

The Military Board, Bombay [Secret Department), to Lord Falkland. 

My Lord, -3, 1850. 

WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Chief Secretary Malet’s letter, 
of the 17th instant, and in reply to state, that if we had authority to engage the 
men required for Abyssinia, we have no doubt we could procure well-conducted and 
able men. 

2. The Superintendent might be supplied from the subordinate department of I ublic 
Works, and the Assistants, with the requisite qualifications, either from the same source, 
or from the European regiments. 

• No. 136. 
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3. We are of opinion that 200 rupees per mensem to the superintendent, and 100 
rupees to each assistant, would be sufficient remuneration to induce properly qualified men 
to offer their services, provided all their expenses were paid. 

4 The Ras would, we presume, pay their expenses after their arrival; the only 
additional expense, therefore, would be for tools, &c., and for passage to and from 
Abyssinia. 

(Signed) GEORGE MOORE, Colonel, Military Auditor-General. 

GEORGE JERVIS, Colonel, Chief Engineer. 


No. 155. 

Af. Arnauld d’Abbadie to Viscount Palmerston. —( Received September 14.) 

Excellence, 110, Jermyn Street, July 17. 1850. 

DEFUIfc le 9 courant, que vous nous avez fait, ft mon frftre Charles d Abbadie et ft 
moi, l’honneur d’une audience, j’ai vaincment attendu des nouvelles de mon frftre 
Antoine d’Abbadie, qui est momentane'ment en Irlande; mon ignorance du lieu oft il se 
trouve, comme des personnes qu’il y peut voir, m’emp£che de correspondre aveclui. II 
sera sous peu ft Londres, et en apprenant que la remise au Capitaine Haines d’une lettre 
du Gouvcrnement Anglais adress^e ft un Prince Ethiopien a pu par erreur sans doute 
£trc d£tourn& de l’esprit qui l’a dict^e, je ne doute pas qu’il ne puisse facilement 
convaincre votre Excellence de la convenance et de 1’opportunity qu’il y avait pour lui ft 
remettre ft I’autority Anglaise la plus \oisine une lettre que jusque-lft il lui avait 6tc 
impossible do donner au Prince Ethiopien, qu’il ne devait m£me plus compter revoir, 
puisqiie Oubie. Prince du Tigre, lui avait interdit le passage parses Etats, et que lea routes 
par Berberah et Tadjoura lui etaient ferm&s par lopposition du Capitaine Haines 
lui-m£me. 

Remettant done ft un jour trfts-prochain Implication dc la part de mon frftre d une 
interpretation si grave sur laquelle votre Excellence m£me doit d&ircr de fixer son 
jugement, je viens ft ce qui m’est plus specialement personnel. 

En regardant le passe je nc puis qu’£tre frappe de la persistance avec laquelle les 
motifs de mon long sejour en Orient ont 6t6 fausses; Pint^rSt personnel seul pouvait 
alimenter le mensonge avec tant de Constance. Entre uutres personnes le Docteur 
Beke vers 1840 entrait en Ethiopie, il voyageait pour le compte de quelques houimes 
eclaires qui desiraient faire avancer la science geographique ; e’est 1c m£me qui en 
rc^enant ft Londres voulait reclamcr legalcinent du Major Harris leprix des renseignements 
qu’il luiaurait fournis sur l’Ethiopie, et entre autre3 ceux donn& au Major sur les frftres 
d’Abbadie. Cette m£me personne depuis sa sortie d'Ethiopie a deployd une activity 
multilorme dans le but d’infirmer autant qu’il ytait en son pouvoir les assertions et le 
caract^re de mon frftre et le mien par consequent. Lacception erronde que le Capitaine 
Haines donnait ft nos voyages servait trop bien la jalousie du Docteur pour qu’il ne s’en 
eraparftt. * ^ 

Enfin en 1849 en arrivant en Egypt© nous fumes surpris de trouver dans le journal 
Anglais “ l’Athemeum ” du 17 F^vrier, 1849, un article sign* T. C. Beke. fort injurieux 
pour mon frftre, et qui citait ft l’appui de son dire trois personnes respectables et r&identes 
au Caire; e’etaient Mr. Walne, Consul Anglais, qui comme ndgociant avait ety notre 
banquier pendant tout le cours de nos voyages en Ethiopie, Mr. Abbot, docteur Anglais, 
et M. Linant Bey. Franyais, au service du Pacha. Je me rendis avec des amis chez ees 
messieurs; les deux derniers m’exprirnerent leur etonnement et £crivirent ft mon lrftre pour 
ctesapprouver hautement l’usage pour lequel on avait usurpe leurs noms ; il n’en fut point 
de meme de Mr. Maine, j’eus beau le supplier de sfparer son nom d’une calomnie. nc 
pouvaut 1’obtenir je fus r^duit ft lui demander raison de ce que j'&ais en droit de regarder 
comme une participation aux injures que ces Messieurs venaient de dlsavouer. 
Mr. Maine que j avais ety voir comme particulier, dans la mfime maison d’ou il avait si 
longtems, comme banquier, concouru matdriellement ft la duree de mon voyage, crut ne 
pouvoir sortir d’embarras qu’en s’abritant sous sa quality de Consul Anglais , il en resulta 
quelque j>eu de scandale, les autorit^s Francises s’interposftrent, et sur la promesse que 
satisfaction me serait donn^e je fis mes excuses au Consul Anglais que mon intention 
n avait jamais ety de mettre en cause, et Mr. Walne finit par oft il aurait bien pu 
commence!-, en d^savouant par ycrit l’usage qu’on avait fait de son nom. 1 

Depuis que mon frere est rentre en France le Docteur Beke a envoys ft la SocidU; 
Geographique de Paris un m^moire tendant ft prouver que M. Ant. d’Abbadie relatait de pays 
qu’il pretendait faussement avoir visits; la Society dans un proc^s-verbal imprime en 
rendant l’hommage du au caractftre de M. Ant. d’Abbadie, a mis fin, aupres d’elle du moins 
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k ces insinuations malveillantes. Le Docteur Beke a en outre fait publier a Londres le 
recueil de ses accusations contre nous, et les a fait distribuer publiquement. 

En arrivant ici il y a quelque* jours, j’ai cru devoir remonter k la source de toutes ces 
tracasseries, et offrir au Docteur Beke une voie pour arriver k un jugement plus sain de 
notre Toyage et de notre caract£re; il s’est a priori refuse a toute explication, j’ai du alors 
qualifier ses paroles de sciemment fausses et mensongdres. Le Docteur a cru qu’il lui 
valait roieux se mettre sous la protection de la loi Anglaise, que comme Stranger je ne puis 
vouloir enfreindre, et aprfcs s’6tre assure de ce dernier abri il recommence encore ses 
diffamations. 

Je ne doute pas que les menses d’un homme de cet esp£cc n’auront que fort peu de 
credit auprds des gens d’honneur et des hommes&lairds, maisunecalomnieune fois lancee 
ne disparait pas dit-on, sans laisser quelque trace de son passage; et comme la publicity 
donnee k Londres k notre nom par les demarches jalouses d’un homme qui vient de faillir 
it la plus simple r&gle de l’honneur, semble raviver et venir en aide k I’opinion qu’ont pu 
concevoir de nous le Capitaine Haines ou d’autres personnes, par suite d’un zMe 
inteinpestif peut-Gtre pour les int£r6ts de leur pays, j’ai pris la liberte d’cntretenir votre 
Excellence de ccs details plus fastidieux encore pour elle que pour moi. 

Jusqu’fc present je n’ai point 6t6 assez heurcux pour servir moil pays autrement que 
par des vceux sinc^res, mais si j’avais appeld k cet honneur, ma position dan6 le monde 
in’efit interdit d’aceepter toute mission que je ne pourrais hautement avouer. Quelque 
modeste que puisse dtre le tribut que mon frdre et moi avons peniblement amasse pour la 
science, sans aucun secours du Gonvernement Fran^ais, cette qualification seulc aurait suffi 
pour nous assurer tout au moins le bon vouloir des Agents de Sa Majesty Britannique ou de 
laCompagnic des Indes; une acception erron&s donnle k notre pr&ence en Ethiopie a pu 
seulc nous 1’altener. 

J’ai 6t6 assez heureux pour trouver dans la personne d’un Prince du Godjam (Haute 
Ethiopie) un ami aupres duquel j’ai passe plusieurs ann^es. En quittant mon protecteur 
je me suis promis de lui marquer un jour ma reconnaissance ; les mceurs du pays 
m’indiquent des cadeaux comme la seule tnani&re. Je projette done d’aller de Suez k 
Aden et de lit par les biltiments Arabes it Massowa si la saison est favorable, et de revenir 
par la m6me voie. Comme ce qui a d£jit eu lieu pour mes deux fibres, des obstacles 
pourraient £tre suscitds it mon embarquement k bord des bittiraents Anglais qui naviguent 
sur h Mer Rouge, comme aussi de parcils obstacles jtourraient allonger mon voyage de 
trois ou qUatrc mois ; me trouvant it Londres, j ai voulu savoirsi je pouvais compter sur un 
passage par la voie d'Aden. Ma demarche a ^veille I’attention de votre Excellence, 
I’entrevue empreinte de bienveillance qu’elle a bien voulu m’accordcr me fait peuser qu’& 
part toute Evocation du passd, it l’avenir du moins je n’aurai pas it lutter contre les vieilles 
entraves opposdes it mes voyages. Mais il importe que le jugement et les intentions de 
votre Excellence puissent dtre connus en lieu convenable. Ma demande se rdsume done 
k ceci: 

Comptant aller en Ethiopie et cn revenir par la Mer Rouge, je desire dtre assure que je 
pourrai profiter comme tout passager des bateaux k vapeur Anglais sur cette ligne, et que 
si je trouvais convenable de ine servir d’un hfitiment Arabe ou indigene je pourrais 
d’aprds la recoimnandation de votre Excellence et d’autre s personnes compdtentcs compter 
qu’aucun obstacle ne sera opposd it mon aller et it mon retour. 

11 ne me reste plus cju’it remercier votre Excellence de 1’attcntion qu’elle a bien voulu 
prdter it cette affaire si minirne pour elle et si importante pour moi. 

J’ai, &c. 

(Signd) ARNAULD D’ABBADIE. 


No. 155*. 

Viscount Palmerston to Sir J. Hobhousc. 

Sir, Foreign Office, September 14, 1850. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith copies of two letters from 
Messrs. Arnauld and Antoine d’Abbadie,* explaining the circumstances under which the 
latter placed in the hands of Captain Haines a letter to the Ruler of Abyssinia, entrusted 
by me to his care in the year 1839, and complaining generally of the opposition which they 
have met with on the part of Captain Haines and other persons; and I have to request 
that Captain Haines may be directed to furnish any information which he may have the 
means of affording in regard to the various statements in these letters. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 


• Nob 153 and 155- 




No. 156. 

I’iscount Palmerston to Consul Plowden. 

(No. 5.) 

^ Foreign Office, October 1, 1850. 

WITH reference to the question of sending artizans to Abyssinia referred to in your 
despatches No. 4 of March 3, 1849, and No. 9 of April 2,* of this year, I have to state to 
you that Her Majesty’s Government think it best to let that matter drop ; and if the Ras 
should again refer to his wishes in this respect you will say that there is much difficulty in 
bringing such persons from distant countries to Abyssinia. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 


No. 156*. 

To Ordnance Office , October 1, 1850. 
[No copy in Foreign Office. | 


No. 157. 

Sir J. Hobhouse to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received October 7.) 

My Lord,^ India Board, October 4, 1850. 

\\ ITH reference to your letter of the 5th of June last,f I have the honour to transmit 
for your Lordship's information, “ Valuation Statements ” of the Ordnance stores and 
provisions supplied by the East India Company’s officers in the Red Sea to Her Majesty’s 
Consul in Abyssinia. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) JOHN HOBHOUSE. 


Inclosure in No. 157. 

Valuation Statement of Stores supplied by the Ordnance Department at Aden to the 
Political Agent for Her Majesty’s Consul in Abyssinia. 


Names of Articles 


Amount. 


Bits, gun .. ,. .. ,. 

Caps sponge, canvass 

Carriage, mountain ordnauce, with limber complete, 
3-poundcr .. 

Ladles, gun with worm, 3 .pounder 
Magazine, copper limber box 
Pint, lioch, with key space 
Sponges with rammer G. B., 3-pounder 
Wires, priming 


Value charged with carriage. 


Valuation Statement of the undermentioned Provisions supplied by Honourable 
Company’s schooner “ Constance ” to Her Majesty’s Consul in Abyssinia. 


Bombay Military Board , July 29, 1850. 


Names of Articles. 

Quant ty. 

Rate. 

Per. 

Amount. 

• • .» . .. .. pounds 

Dholl . ~ 

Bags, gunny, double .. .. No. 

997 

150 

7 

l 1 

ft. A. F. 

1 1 6 

1 6 5 

4 8 0 

Insured 

as 

cargo. 

R. A F. 

38 15 1 

7 8 1 

1 9 2 

Total 


48 O 4 

•• 

48 0 4 
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No. 157*. 

It 

Viscount Palmerston to Sir J. Hobhouse. 

Sir, Foreign Office , October 8, 1850. 

WITH reference to my letter of the 14th ultimo, inclosing copies of letters from 
Messrs. d’Abbadie. I have the honour to request that instructions may be given to the 
proper British authorities in the Red Sea to allow Messrs. d’Abbadie to take passages like 
any other travellers in the Red Sea and Aden steamers. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 


Minutes. 

What has been done about application of Messrs. d’Abbadie, who want permission to 
pass to and fro in our steamers in the Red Sea, from Massowah and Suez to Ad j.i, and 
vice versd ? 

October 2, 1850. P. 


M. d’Abbadie’s letters have been sent to the India Board, with a request that 
Mr. Haines, at Aden, may be called upon for information. See draft sent herewith.* 
Foreign Office , October 3, 1850. E. HAMMOND. 


Request India Board to instruct that permission may be given to them to take 
passages like any other travellers in the Red Sea and Aden steamers, and inform M. Drouyn 
de Lhuys. 

October 3, 1850. P. 


No. 158. 

Mr, Butler to Mr. Addington.—(Received October 9.) 

Sir, ^ Office of Ordnance , October 7, 1850. 

I HAVE the honour, by the direction of the Board of Ordnance, to acquaint you, in 
reference to your letter of the 1st instant,+ that Messrs. Lacy and Reynolds have stated 
that the arms for Abyssinia will be completed and delivered on the 18th instant. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) G. BUTLER. 


No. 159. 

Mr. Addington to Mr, Butler. 

Foreign Office , October 11, 1850. 

MR. ADDINGTON presents his compliments to Mr. Butler, and with reference to 
Mr. Butler’s letter of the 7th instant, he requests that directions may be given that the 
cases containing the arms for Abyssinia to be delivered at the Foreign Office may be 
addressed as follows :— 

No. 1. 

On Her Britannic Majesty’s Service. 

No. 2. 

Walter Plowden, Esq., 

Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul in Abyssinia, 

&c., &c., &c., 

To the care of the Resident of the East India Company, 
Palmerston. Aden. 

• No. 165. t No. 156. 
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It would be desirable that the packages should be delivered at the Foreign Office as 
early as possible on the 18th instant in order that they may be sent down to Southampton 
in the afternoon for embarkation. 



No. 160. 


Viscount Palmerston to Sir J. Hobhouse . 

Sir, Foreign Office , October 12, 1850. 

IN reply to your letter of the 4th instant respecting the value of certain military stores 
and provisions supplied by the officers of the East India Company to Mr. Plowden, Her 
Majesty’s Consul in Abyssinia, l have the honour to acquaint you that I have authorized 
Mr. Addington to pay the amount due on account of these stores and provisions to any 
person authorized to give a receipt for the same, upon a statement being sent to this Office 
of the value, in sterling money of 397 rupees 13 annas and 9 pice, the amount charged 
for those articles in the account inclosed in your letter. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 


No. 161. 

Mr. Addington to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 

Sir, Foreign Office , October 12, 1850. 

I AM directed by Viscount Palmerston to request that you will move the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty to have the goodness to cause conveyance to be provided 
on board the contract steam-vessels which will convey the mails of the 20th instant 
from Southampton to Aden for three cases containing public property, and for a fourth 
case containing 5,000 percussion caps, also public property, addressed to Walter 
Plowden, Esq., Her Majesty’s Consul in Abyssinia, to the care of the Resident of the 
East India Company, Aden. 

These cases will be seut dowm to Southampton in charge of a Queen’s Messenger 
on the 18th or 19th instant. 

The three cases will weigh altogether about 2£ cwts. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) H. U. ADDINGTON. 


No. 161 a. 

Viscount Palmerston to Sir J. Hobhouse. 

Sir, Foreign Office, October 12, 1850. 

IN reply to your letter of the 4th instant, I have the honour to state to you that if 
directions are given, as requested in my letter of the 9th instant, that the Messrs. d’Abbadie 
should be allowed, like any other travellers, to have passages in the steam-vessels navigating 
the Red Sea, 1 do not think it will be necessary to call upon Captain Haines for informa¬ 
tion respecting the statements contained in Messrs. d’Abbadie’s letters, of which copies 
were inclosed in my letter to you of the 14 th ultimo. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 




MnnKim 
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No. 161 b. 

Sir J. Hobhouse to Viscount Palmerston —(Received October 14.) 


% 


My Lord, India Board , October 12, 1850. 

1 HAVE the honour to inform you that instructions with respect to Messrs. Arnauld 
and Antoine d'Abbadie will forthwith be sent to the Blast India Company's Agents in 
Egypt and at Aden, in conformity with the request made in your Lordship’s letter of the 
8th instant. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) JOHN HOBHOUSE. 


Minute. 

Inform M. Drouyn de Lhuys. 

- ‘ P. 


No. 162. 

Mr. Addington to the Secretary to the Treasury. 

Sir, Foreign Office, October 12, 1850. 

I AM directed by Viscount Palmerston to request that you will move the Lords 
Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury to have the goodness to cause directions to 
he given to the Custom-house officers at Southampton for the shipment unopened of 
certain packages containing public property, addressed to Walter Plowden, Esq., Her 
Majesty’s Consul in Abyssinia, which will be forwarded to Southampton from this office 
for embarkation on board the contract steam-vessel which will leave that port for 
Alexandria on the 20th instant. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) H. U. ADDINGTON. 


No. 163. 

The Secretary to the Admiralty to Mr. Addington.—(Received October 16.) 

Sir, Admiralty , October 14, 1850. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 12th instant, I am commanded by my Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty to acquaint you, for the information of Viscount 
Palmerston, that the necessary directions have been given to Captain Corry, Her 
Majesty’s Packet Service at Southampton, to forward the cases mentioned by you. 

The cases can only be taken as far as Alexandria, and arrangements must be made 
with the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company, No. 122, Leadenhall 
Street, respecting their conveyance across the Isthmus of Suez, when they will be received 
on board the packet at Suez for their destination. 

The expense of carriage to Southampton should also be paid. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) W. A. B. HAMILTON. 


No. 163*. 

Mr. Addington to the Secretary to the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company. 

Sir, Foreign Office , October 17, 1850. 

WITH reference to a communication which will have been made by the Board of 
Admiralty to the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company respecting the 
conveyance from Southampton to Alexandria, and from Suez to Aden, of three cases 
addressed to Her Majesty’s Consul in Abyssinia to the care of the Resident of the East 
Iudia Company at Aden, and of a fourth case similarly addressed, containing 5,000 percus- 
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sion caps, I am directed by Viscount Palmerston to request that directions may be given 
to the agent of the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company at Alexandria to 
cause the cases in question to be forwarded from that port to Suez, and I am to state to 
you that upon transmission to this office of an account of the expenses incurred in forward¬ 
ing these packages between those ports, directions will be given for payment of the same 
to the Company in this country. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) H. U. ADDINGTON. 


No. 164. 

Mr. Addington to Consul Plowden. 

(No. 1.) 

Sir, Foreign Office , October 18, 1850. 

WITH reference to your despatch No. 5, Consular, of the 4th April last/ trans¬ 
mitting your account with the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, from 
August 21, 1848, to April 4, 1850, I am directed by Viscount Palmerston to acquaint 
you that that account having been submitted for preliminary examination to an Inspector 
of Public Accounts, the annexed observations have been made thereon; and I am to 
instruct you to give such explanations as may be requisite in this matter, with the least 
possible delay, in order that your account may be transmitted to the Commissioners of 
Audit for final examination. 

Before the several sums are passed in the accounts, answers must be given to the 
following observations :— 


attendant exproM* 

Clothing of self and aer?anto 


Ann* for ■errant* .. .. 

House expense* .. .. 

Cora .. .. .. .. 

Porters' wages .. .. 

Wages to servants of all classes 


Account of Agents at Massowah connected with my 

journey .. . 

Mr. Bell, for services with Ras Ali .. 

Mr. Coffin, for services in TigriS 


Q. c. 

£ «• d. 

263 

55 4 9* 

160 

34 18 8{ 


6 11 0 

157 

34 5 7 

46 

9 1C 6 

75 

16 7 6 1 

860 

78 12 0)( 

90 

19 13 0 

100 

21 16 81 

30 

6 110 1 


Before the Beveral sums are |>as*ed in the account*, anewrrs 
murt be given to the (olluwtng observations t— 

Why purchased instead of being hired, and what became of 
the mules and beasts of burden ? 

This charge deemed inadmissible without tome further 
explanation. 

Same. What became of the arms ? 

Inadmissible. 

Why necessary ? Further explanation required. 

For all tlie foregoing sums, and indeed for every payment 
unvouched, the accountant must give his own declaration 
that he could not obtain vouchers, and that the chargee 
were all incurred on the public service. 

Tlie account referred to must be transmitted for considers, 
tion of the Secretary of State. 

The services performed to be described for the consideration 
of the Secretary of State, and vouchers to be transmitted. 


(Signed; 


1 am, Ike. 


H. U. ADDINGTON. 


(No. 2.) 

Sir, 

WITH 


No. 165. 

Mr. Addington to Consul Plouden. 

Foreign Office , October 18, 1850. 


reference to your despatch No. 9, Consular, of the 11th May last,f trans¬ 
mitting your account with the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury for the 
years 1848 and 1849, 1 am directed by Viscount Palmerston to acquaint you that that 
account having been submitted for preliminary examination to an Inspector of Public 
Accounts, the annexed observations have been made thereon; and 1 am to instruct ^ou 
to give such explanations as may be requisite in this matter, with the least possible 
delay, in order that your account may be transmitted to the Commissioners of Audit for 
final examination. 

I am. &c. 

(Signed) 11. U. ADDINGTON. 


< 



PUBLIC- KtC-UKU OFFICE. LONDON 
























Observation*. 

The documents delivered as Vouchers 3, 5, 8, 11, 12, 14, 20, 25, and 26, are all 
statements signed by accountant. He is requested to transmit his own declaration that 
he could not obtain vouchers, and that the charges were all incurred in the public 
service. 

It is requested that translations of all vouchers which are in Arabic may in future 
be transmitted with the accounts. 


No. 166. 

Viscount Palmerston to Consul Plowden. 

(No. 6. Consular.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, October 19, 1850. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 3 of the 7th of June,* I have to acquaint you 
that four packages are this day forwarded to you, addressed to the care of the Resident 
of the East India Company at Aden, containing the following articles designed as 
presents from Her Majesty’s Government to Ras Ali, on the occasion of the conclusion 
of the Treaty of the 2nd of November last, viz.:— 

Two rifles, 6 percussion guns, 5,000 percussion caps, 10 yards of glass cloth, 20 yards 
of scarlet broad-cloth, first quality; 45 yards of scarlet superfine cloth, second quality. 

In addition to these presents, I have to authorize you to present to Ras Ali, on 
behalf of Her Majesty’s Government, 500 German crowns, which I presume are to be 
obtained at Aden,f and for the value of which, in sterling money, you will draw upon 
Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, at thirty days’ sight. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 


No. 167. 

Mr. Barber to Mr. Addington.—(Received October 24.) 

Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company , 
Sir, 122, Leadenhall Street , October 22, 1850. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 17th instant,} 
in reference to the conveyance of small-arms and percussion caps by this Company's 
steamers via Egypt to Aden; and to inform you that the same have been received at 
this office, and forwarded accordingly. 

In due course an account of charges will be rendered. 

I remain, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES BARBER, Superintendent. 


No. 167 a. 

Sir J. Hobhouse to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received November 2.) 

My Lord, India Board , October 31, 1850. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit, for your information, an extract from a letter 
addressed by the Political Agent at Aden to the Bombay Government on the 10th ultimo, 
relating to the box of 300 sovereigns which was sent by your Lordship for the King of 
Shoa. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) JOHN HOBHOUSE. 


* No. 141. 

t They cannot le got in London; but as R&i Ali knows the coin, it if probably in circulation in those parts. 

\ No. 163*. 




Incloture l in No. 167 a. 

The Political Agent at Aden to the Secretary to the Government of Bombay . 

(Extract) Aden, September 10, 1850. 

1 HAVE the honour to inform you that the messenger that conveyed the letters to the 
King of Shoa returned on the 3rd of September, bringing me a reply'evidently requesting 
I will transmit the present from Her Britannic Majesty, as also powder and medicine 
with it: original and translation inclosed. The wording of the reply is apparently 
hurried, strauge. and imperfect. The messenger states that the King wrote it in the field, 
having prepared his forces to attack the Gallas. 

The orders I received with the box of 300 sovereigns were to deliver it into the hand 
of the King’s accredited agent only. Consequently, I would request the Government’s 
permission to despatch another messenger to Shoa, at a cost of 50 German crowns, to 
again inform the King that to his accredited messenger alone am I authorized to give it, 
and he must send one. 

Further, may I beg the commands of Governmeut with respect to powder and 
medicines; the latter is much required in the country, but powder would be used in 
slaughtering the Gallas. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 167 A. 

The King of Shoa to the Political Agent at Aden. 

(Translation.) 

YOUR letter has reached me, the letter you sent me by the bauds of Ibrahim 
Shehem. You have written to me and I feel much love for you. You will send me 
powder. Let the people you will send me bring it. Let it be plenty. Send me medicine 
in plenty for gonorrhoea. This I want much. Let the arrival of your messenger with 
these pleasing things be speedy. 

From HYLA SELASSEE. 


No. 167 b. 

Viscount Palmerston to Sir J. Hobhouse. 

Sir, Foreign Office , November 25, 1850. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 31st of October 
last, inclosing an extract of a letter from the Political Agent of the East India Company 
at Aden, respecting the box of sovereigns which was forwarded to him for presentation to 
the King of Shoa; and I have to state to you, in reply, that I am of opinion that Captain 
Haines should be authorized to despatch another messenger to Shoa, as he proposes in 
his letter, and to inform the King of Shoa that the box of sovereigns will be delivered to 
any person duly accredited by the King as his agent to receive and take charge of it. 

As regards the other requests made to Captain Haines by the King, Captain Haines 
should be instructed to comply, as far as may be in his power, with the King’s wishes to 
be supplied with medicine, but he should not supply the King with any gunpowder. 

I have further the honour to state that the expenses which Captain Haines may 
incur on this account will be repaid to him when an account thereof shall have been sent 
to this Office. 


I am, &c. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 













» 
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Mo. 168* || 

Consul Finn to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received December 19.) 

(No. 24.) 

My Lord, Jerusalem , November 30, 1850. 

I HAVE the honour to relate that, some months ago, a small party of Abyssinian 
priests brought to me a letter of recommendation for good offices from Mr. Plowden, 
Her Majesty’s Consul in Abyssinia. 

Shortly afterwards they appealed to me for protection from the insults of Mahometans, 
who annoyed them for wearing white turbans; they protested that it is the custom of 
their country, and that, being foreigners, they are not amenable to customs or rules of 
Turkish subjects. After some time, however. they adopted the dark-coloured turbans 
worn generally by Christians here. They were frequently to be seen at the house of his 
Lordship our Bishop. 

On the 10th of last month they came to complain that the Armenian ecclesiastics 
were endeavouring to take from them their church and convent; that his Lordship had 
advised them to seize the key by a stratagem from the Armenians, who had previously 
usurped its possession, and now the latter wished to beat them to get it restored. 

I had then a long conversation with his Lordship, who related to me that the 
Abyssiniana had been formerly a flourishing body here, in intercommunion with the 
Armenians and Oopts, having a large library and valuable documents; but that at the 
time of the last plague, about twelve years ago, they had all died away. The Turkish 
authorities, at the instigation of the Armenians, then burnt all their books and papers 
under the pretext of danger of infection; and that ever since then the Abyssinians 
resorting hither reside in the last relic of their former possessions, and subsist for the 
most part as paupers upon miserable food given them by the wealthy Armenian convent. 
That the latter had for some years kept possession ot the key of the little church attached 
to the Abyssinian convent, only occasionally admitting the Abyssinans to divine service, 
hut hail lately kept it altogether. That his Lordship had advised the latter to regain it 
by a stratagem, and to keep it. 

The next day the poor people came to me again, and in the afternoon a deputation 
of the Bishops and other Elders of the Armenians came to me on the same subject, 
declaring that the church had been well known as their property for 400 years past; that 
the Abyssinians are like wild beasts, going hither and thither, not fit to he trusted with 
property, but yet had stolen the key, and were encouraged in it by the English Bishop, &c. 

At length 1 proposed, and the Armenians consented to it, that the church should be 
kept open to both parties till the new Patriarch should arrive (and he was expected 
shortly), when the case might be impartially examined from documents, in presence of 
the Bishop and myself. 

In a conference with his Lordship, which I had after they had left me, he accused 
the Armenians of being cunning liars; for he knew the church and convent to have been 
Abyssinian property about twenty years ago, and that an inscribed tablet exists in the 
wall of the church of the Holy Sepulchre, from ancient time, declaring to the same effect. 
That the Armenians had had a long interview with him before going over to me, and 
advised that in case of an arrangement being made, such as 1 had above suggested, the 
key should be deposited every night with some party not concerned in the matter, as, for 
instance, the Pasha or the Prussian Consul. 

Accordingly I drew out a paper to that effect, but the Armenians would not consent 
to the last clause. They would keep the key themselves, w for the sake of honour.” 

A few days afterwards the matter came before the Pasha, and his Lordship proposed 
(he has since told me) that the Abyssinians should keep the key of the church door, 
entering from their convent: and the Armenians keep the key of the other door, 
entering the church from the Great Church of the Holy Sepulchre, until the arrival of the 
new Patriarch. 

On the 17th I went to inspect the Abyssinian convent and its little church. 

I have hoard that his Lordship has had some transactions with the Pasha and 
his Council since that time, upon the subject; and some correspondence has been 
kept up. 

On the 19th instant the new Patriarch, named John, arrived, and was inaugurated 
on the 23rd. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. FI MX. 


• No. 1GK, and latrr despatch** relating: to lha Protection of Abyssinians by Her Majesty’s Consul *1 
Jerusalem, were moved for by Address, dated December 5, 1867. 
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No. 169. 


Viscount Palmerston to Consul Finn. 

c? 0, ^ ^ Foreign Office , December 28, 1850. 

’ I HAVE received your despatch No. 34 dated the 4th of November last, on the 

subject of the differences between the Abyssinians and the Armenians m Jerusalen^ 

respecting the possession of the small church belonging to the former, adjoining the 

Great Church of UveHoly Sepulchre; and I have to state to you mv approval of the 

steps you took and the advice you gave to the parttes, as rejfcrted m your before- 

mentioned despatch. ^ , . 

I am, «c. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 













Circular , January 8, 1851. 
Holders of Certificates of Naturalization. 


No. 171. 

Consul Plowden to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received January 16, 1851.) 

(No. 16.) 

My Lora, Hahlae, October 28, 1850. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of your despatch No. 1 of the 4th 
April, 1850,* inclosing copy of a letter from the Board of Control, on the subject of a 
survey of the Port of Amphylla, and stating your Lordship’s opinion that Amphylla has 
no capabilities as a place of trade. 

I previously mentioned that Amphylla is in no point comparable to Massowah, which 
latter place, by its general salubrity, its abundant supply of water, fine harbour, and 
proximity to the trade of Abyssinia and the Gallas, would, in other hands than those of 
the Turkish Government, have no superior as a commercial port on either coast of the 
Red Sea. 

I hear, however, that the Port of Amphylla has been selected by some company of 
French merchants as the seat of extensive commercial operations, which company is said 
to be under your Lordship’s protection. 

Its agent has already made me some proposals, but as 1 have received no official 
communication on the subject, l have declined giving any reply. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 172. 

Consul Plowden to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received January 16, 1851.; 

(No. 16.) 

My Lord, Hahlae , October 28, 1850. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that, up to this date, I have received no 
replies to any of my despatches of this year, from January to May inclusive. I mention 
this, as, in my uncertainty as to your Lordship’s intentions, I have maintained, up to this 
time, the same expensive establishment that was necessary to me during my visit to His 
Highness Ras Ali, during which I was permitted to draw for my expenses. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 173. 


£ 


Consul Plowden to Mr. BidwelL—{Received January 17, 1851.) 
o. 10. Consular.) 


Hahlae , October 28, 18“>0. 

I HAVE the honour to state that I have been at my post in Abyssinia, and in the 
execution of my duties, during the whole of the two quarters ending respectively the 
30th June and 30tb September of this year. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 

























No. 174. 

Consul Plowden to Viscount Palmerston.—{Received January 17, 1851.) 

(No. 11. Consular.) 

Sir, Hahlae, October 28, 1850. 

I BEG to inform you that I have this day drawn on Her Majesty’s Treasury two 
sets of bills, each for the sum of 100/., at thirty days after sight, being on account of 
my office and house-rent allowances, for the two quarters ended the 30th June and the 
30th September, as authorized by Viscount Palmerston. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 176. 

Viscount Palmerston to Consul Plowden. 

(No. 1.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, January 18, 1851. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith duplicates of the despatches which I have addressed 
to you since the 4th of April of last year [Nos. 2 to 6], the originals of which were 
forwarded to you to the care of the Resident of the East India Company at Aden. It 
appears, however, from your despatch No. 10 of the 28th of October,* that you have not 
received any of these despatches, and as Her Majesty’s ratification of the Treaty 
with the Ras of Abyssinia was inclosed in No. 4 [of the 15th June],f I have to instruct 
you to communicate, as soon as possible, to Captain Haines the place to which he had 
better forward your letters, and also the presents from Her Majesty’s Government to 
Ras Ali, sent on the 19th of October,^ so as to insure your safely receiving them. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 


Alt 


t No. 143. 

4 Not. 171 tod 173. 


Viscount Palmerston to Consul Plowden. 

(No. 2.) 

Sir, Foreign Office , January 20, 1851. 

I HAVE received your despatches Nos. 15 and 16 of the 28th of October,^ and I 
have to state to you, in reply to the former of them, that I know nothing of the 
French Company which you mention as being established at Amphylla; and there is no 
foundation whatever for the statement that they are in any way under the protection of 
the English Government. 

Some months ago, a M. de Goutier, formerly French Consul at Massowah, wrote to 
Her Majesty's Agent and Consul-General in Egypt, offering to make over to the British 
Government a district named Eid, situated a little to the south of Amphylla, which he 
stated had been purchased by a French Company from the native ruler in the year 1840; 
but Her Majesty’s Government did not think it necessary to take any notice of this 
proposal. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 


No. 177. 


• No. 172. 

I Sec No. 166. 
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No. 178. 

Mr. Addington to Mr. Butler. 

(Private.) ^ Foreign Office , January 28, 1851. 

MR. ADDINGTON presents his compliments to Mr. Butler, and returns to him the 
account for arms, &c., supplied for the Ras of Abyssinia inclosed in Mr. Butler's letter of 
the 17th instant.* Mr. Butler will perceive from the inclosed papers left at this office in 
August last with the percussion caps, that only 5,000 were supplied; and that 5,000 
anti-corrosive caps, as stated in the account inclosed in Mr. Butler’s letter, were not 
supplied, at least as far as the Foreign Office is aware. When the account is returned to 
this office. Lord Palmerston will give directions for its being paid. 



No. 179. 

Mr. Butler to Mr. Addington. 

Office of Ordnance, January 31, 1851. 

MR. BUTLER presents his compliments to Mr. Addingtou, and in reply to his note of 
the 28th instant, begs to explain, with reference to the percussion caps supplied with the 
arms to the Ras of Abyssinia, that 10,000 were sent, viz. 5.000 to the Foreign Office 
Irom Woolwich, and 5,u00 shipped with the arms by Messrs. Lacy and Co. 

Mr. Butler also begs to acquaint Mr. Addington that the leathern cases, slings, 
punches, &c., are extras, the articles not having been included in the original estimate. 
The accounts arc returned herewith. 


No. 180. 


Consul Finn to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received February 3, 1851.) 

(No. 25.) 

My Lord, ^ Jerusalem , December 9, 1850. 

I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that, in harmony with the opinion 
of his Lordship our Bishop, l have been able to effect a reconciliation between the 
Armenian Convent and the Abyssinians, until some future and complete investigation can 
be made as to the right of property in dispute. 

To understand the case fully, your Lordship will remember that the Copts and the 
Abyssinians, together with the Syrians and Armenians, subsist in one ecclesiastical inter¬ 
communion—the Armenian Convent being the wealthy and powerful patron of the other 
three. 

Your Lordship will perceive by the inclosed plan that the Coptic and Abyssinian 
Convents are near together, and that the Copts have no access to their Church but 
through the Abyssinian Convent and Church. 

Such is the present relation of affairs, though the Abyssinians lay claim not only to 
both Churches, as well as to the Coptic Convent and small Armenian Convent, with much 
property around, besides property in the great Armenian Convent in a distant part of the 
city. 


At the time, however, of the last calamitous pestilence, the Copts, under the direction 
of their patriarch in Cairo, and of the Armenians in Jerusalem, had the Abyssinian docu¬ 
ments burned, and got possession of all the keys of the two Churches and Convents. 
These they have kept ever since, allowing the Abyssinians, who continue to come annually 
as pilgrims (increasing in number every year), to reside iD the dilapidated ruin of their 
ancient Convent, but locking them up there every night. 

The Abyssinians naturally assumed some degree of hope when Bishop Gohat arrived; 
they met him at the city gate, and the first words that his Lordship uttered within 
Jerusalem were addressed to them in their own language. Since that time some of their 
clergy have brought a letter from their King Ras Ali to his Lordship, and a letter of 
recommendation to me from Mr. Plowden, Her Majesty’s Consul for Abyssinia. 

Then came the interval between the decease of the late, and the arrival of the present 
patriarch of the Armenians, in which space of time the patriarchal vicar, a clever and 
cunning man, acting together with the Coptic Patriarch of Cairo, used the poor Abyssi¬ 
nians with great severity, beat them, chained them, and refused them access to the Church 
except at rare intervals; but all this time they were laying their grievances before his 


• No. 173* 
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Lordship our Bishop, and reminding him of their claims to large property, though unable 
to produce documents in support of those claims, except a certain stone inscription near 
the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. 

At length his l>ordship advised th^n to the course which they adopted: that of 
seizing the key of their church, immediately after Divine service, while the Coptic deacon 
was looking in another direction. The object aimed at was not only to recover pos¬ 
session of the key, but to throw npon the Copts and Armenians the burden of proving 
their right to regain it. 

Then followed the circumstances in which I had a share, as detailed in my last 
Despatch to your lordship. 

But during my excursion to Safed at the end of October, his Lordship wrote upon 
the subject to Colonel Rose, and an Order arrived in Jerusalem from his Excellency 
Wameck Pasha (by whose means obtained 1 know not), that the key should be restored 
to the same holders as before the troubles began. 

The corrupt Medjlis of Jerusalem being the Pasha’s counsellors, enjoyed, a9 usual in 
such affairs, their harvest of bribery; and it is affirmed by one who declares that he has 
seen the account book of their convent, that the Copts have spent 34,000 piastres in one 
day among the Efffindis. 

Then arrived his Grace the new Patriarch of the Armenians, and found several abuses 
to rectify. In this case particularly he has adopted a different policy from that of the 
vicar and bishops. He has rebuked them in presence of the Abyssinians, then of our 
bishops dragoman, and also of myself, professing himself the parent of both Copts and 
Abyssinians, and asking why should a father take a Church from one of his children to 
give it to another ? 

On the .Oth instant 1 had a long conference with his Grace, who used expressions of 
ardent friendship, thanked me for bringing a green olive-branch, &c. It was at length 
agreed that the church is to be kept free for both convents, though the Copts are to hold 
the key. The practice of locking up at night is abolished ; and should the Abyssinians 
have any cause of complaint, their complaint may be made through the British Consulate 
to the Patriarchate. This arrangement to be in force till both sides are able to enter upon 
documentary proof of property right. 

Tips is a very important concession ; for now the Armenians will no longer be able to 
beat the Abyssinians, or chain an iron collar round their necks, with a screw to tighten the 
collar, as they have done less than two years ago. 

And again, the Armenian Convent can no more demand the Abyssinian Convent and 
Church for their own property, overlooking the Copts, as they did lately in a letter to his 
Lordship our bishop, and verbally to myself. 

The present arrangement will not interfere with the daily feeding of a certain number 
of Abyssinians by the Armenians. Whether this is a distribution of alms, or a commu¬ 
tation for usurped landed property, may be discussed probably hereafter. 

I have further to remark that those most conversant with such politics believe that 
the Patriarch is afraid of driving the Abyssinians to desperation, lest thfcy should throw 
themselves upon I he Anglican Church (especially as they are now constantly reading for 
themselves the Holy Scriptures, given by our Bishop), which might give them subsistence, 
and in virtue of its protection rebuild the Abyssinian Convent, which not only adjoins the 
Holy Sepulchre Church, but covers the subterranean chapel where it is believed Saint 
Helena found the crosses. 

Finally, I should observe that the English influence is acknowledged in these trans¬ 
actions, in consequence of the letter of King Ras Ali to his ancient acquaintance, our 
bishop, and of the letter from Mr. Plowden to myself; but more especially because his 
Lordship has repeatedly assured myself and the Armenian authorities that King Ras Ali 
has petitioned Her Majesty’s Government to have the Abyssinians in Jerusalem placed 
under British political protection ; and his Lordship tells me that he is endeavouring to 
obtain the same by means of his Grace the Archbishop ol Canterbury. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. FINN. 


Inclosure in No. 180. 

Plan of relative Position of Armenian, Coptic , and Abyssinian Convents and Churches at 

Jerusalem. 
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No. 181. 

Mr. Addington to Mr. Butler. 

Sir, Foreign Office , February 7, 1851. 

I HAVE laid before Viscount Palmerston your letter of the 17th ultimo,• and 1 am 
directed to inform you, agreeably to the desire expressed in that letter, that the sum of 
85/. Os. 8 d. mentioned therein, will be paid to the Paymaster-General on Tuesday next, 
February II. 

I have, Sic. 

(Signed) H. U. ADDINGTON. 


No. 182. 

Viscount Palmerston to Consul Finn . 

(No. 3.) 

Sir, Foreign Office , February 15, 1851. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 25 of the 9th of December last,t detailing the 
steps taken by you and the Bishop of Jerusalem to effect a reconciliation between the 
Armenians, the Copts, and the Abyssinians residing in Jerusalem; and I have to state 
to you my approval of the steps taken by you, as detailed in your despatch. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 


No. 183. 

Circular, March 8, 1851. Trade of British Vessels. 

No. 184. 

Circular, April 28, 1851. Fees received by British Consuls. 


No. 185. 

Circular, April 30, 1851. Pamphlet on Law of Storms. 


No. 180. 

Consul Plowden to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received May 19, 1851.) 

(No. 17.) 

My Lord, Massowah, December 14, 1850. 

I BEG to acknowledge your despatch No. 2 of June 7, 1850,$ and shall attend to 
your orders, which are in conformance with the line of conduct I have always pursued. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


e 


o. 18.) 
y Lord, 


No. 187. 

Consul Plowden to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received May 19, 1851.) 


Massowah , December 15, 1850. 

I BEG to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No. 3 of the 7th June, 1850,§ 
and shall forward the presents from Ras Ali to Her Majesty as soon as practicable. 

I have received, through the exertions of Sir Stratford Canning, letters addressed 
by the Porte to the Pasha of Jeddah, which I have forwarded to that officer, and I trust 
that when the orders transmitted shall have been communicated to the Governor of 
Massowah, I shall have no further annoyances to complain of. 

• No. 173*. f No. 180. t No. 138. t No. 141. 
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I shall, as directed, send copies of all my despatches to the Ambassador at Con¬ 
stantinople. 

1 hare, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


t 


No. 188. 

Consul Plowden to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received May 19, 1851.) 

No. 19.) ' 

y Massowah, December 15, 1850. 

I HAY E the honour to be in receipt of your despatch No. 4 of the 15th June,* 
1850, inclosing the ratification by Her Majesty of the Treaty I have concluded with 
His Highness Ras Ali. 

In pursuance of instructions I shall take an early opportunity of delivering the 
ratification to the Ras, who is in Godjam still, and obtaining from him a receipt according 
to the form furnished me. 

w I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 189. 

Consul Plowden to Viscount Palmerston —{Received May 19, 185 l.Y 
(No. 20 .) y 

^ Massowah, December 15, 1850. 

I BEG to acknowledge your Lordship’s despatch No. 5 of [October 1,] 1850,f and 
shall act in conformity with its instructions. This will not be difficult, if the orders now 
sent to the 1 urkish authorities should induce them to pass the gun-carriage procured by 
me for Dejaj Oobeay, as per my despatch No. 9 of the 2nd April, 18504 and which was 
intended by me as a present that should allay his disappointment in the matter of the 
artisans he required. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 100. 

Consul Plowden to Mr. Bidwell.—(Received May 19, 1851.) 

(No. 12. Consular.) 

Massowah, December 31, 1850. 

I HAY E the honour to state that I have been at my post in Abyssinia, and in the 
execution ot my duties, during the whole of the quarter ending the 31st of December 
1850. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 191. 

Consul Plowden to Mr. Bidwell.—(Received May 19, 1851.) 


g 


No. 13. Consular.) 

lT > Massowah , December 31, 1850. 

I BEG to inform you that I have this day drawn on Her Majesty’s Treasury a set 
of bills for 100/. sterling to my order at thirty days after sight, on account of office and 
house rent allowances, as authorized by Viscount Palmerston. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


• No. 142. 


f No. 156. 


: No. 115. 


/ 
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No. 192. 

Consul Plowden to Mr. Bidwell.—(Received May 19, 1851.) 

(No. 14. Consular.) 

T HAVr j Massowah , December 31, 1850. 

the jJrVMO. h h 8eDd ^ aCC0UDt CUrrCnt With Her Ma i est y’ 8 Treasury for 

r eason . for absence of particulars in separate vouchers I have alreadv 
explained in my despatch [No. 5, Consular! of the 4th A>ril of this year.* 7 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 
No. 193. 

(No. 1 ) Plowden to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received May 19.) 

My Lord, 

leffprl 1 h 1 th * H .°“ 0Urab,e Company’s schooner “ Mahi ” arrived here, bringing 

StLtr on fmolous prctences ' and ° thers dar ' d K ns 

.m 2* tSSL f,T tkC ^ bB 8tU1 retained ’ and on the k,ldin g ° f cases from the 
Jzf’ *"? ‘h em U P unopened, stating tlmt they contained fire-arms and 

pemder winch he should seize and not allow to pass into Abyssinia; he also refused to 
^etorn toese cases to the ship, which the captain requested, as they had got wetted on the 

? £ ,W f i T n '° n ‘if* my letters the P “ha of Jiddah had not been delivered 
and a third letter on the same subject having arrived by the “ Mahi ” I obtained a 

passage in that vessel to Jiddah. On my arrival there I found the Vice-Consul dan 

gcrously ill, and the letters for the Pasha in his desk, as no person in Jiddah was able 
to speak or read the English language but himself. ^ Jiddah waa able 

him orde™ V twn all r' heSe lctter r w 4 * 1 ® Pa8,la ’ and after 8evcral interviews obtained from 
V;™. 40 tl | e Governors of Massowah corresponding to the instructions from the 

of^which twenty-two^vereTspend aT^sea “ a *>sence of twenty-.,ine d£ 

presents for he Ras, and also to forward his presents to England J ‘ th the 

-- 

I have, Sic. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 194. 

<No 2 ) Consul Plowd ™ to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received May 19 .) 

THAT if tnar, k , . . . ., , Massowah, March 16, 1851. 

of Massowah Cu.hLmty T^tos^- ” “ 7 ’"V V ™to the Governor 
ist. That the house he has obstructed me in building, is one room, erected at mv 

“EufhaS^reSfee^ ^ ^ by me at ^ «»* «ui 


2 E 


• No. 123. 


» 
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2ndly. That I have never taken advantage of your Lordship’s permission to trade, 
seeing that it might weaken my influence both in Massowah and Abyssinia, and might 
affora a pretext to the Governor for some of his acts, and that I could not carry out so 
efficiently the orders of Her Majesty’s Government. 

Srdly. That I have imported no fire-arms into Abyssinia, excepting those sent as 
presents by vour Lordship and some few for my own use. 

4thly. My house on the mainland is a garden for raising vegetables, and a few sheds 
for the reception of my mules and servants when I arrive from the interior. 

I think this will convince your Lordship that I have been careful to avoid giving any 
pretext for the conduct of the Governor. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


s; 


No. 195. 

Consul Plowden to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received May 19.) 

o. 3.) 

y Lord, ' , Massowah, March 18, 1851. 

WITH reference to my despatches Nos. 1 and 2, I beg to say that I shall probably 
now be able to proceed into the interior and deliver Her Majesty’s ratification to the Ras, 
perhaps before the rainy season. As this was important I arranged matters as amicably 
as possible, but the communication with Jiddah is long and uncertain, and if such difficulties 
are thrown in my way, it will cause a serious loss of time and may affect my negotiations 
with the native chiefs in a country so liable as Abyssinia to change and revolution. 

It will be impossible for me, entirely uuassisted as I am, to arrange such matters as 
those 1 have detailed, and at the same time to be engaged in my numerous affairs and 
journeys in Abyssinia. 

My absence might easily cause reports in the interior highly injurious to my interests 
in so ill-governed a kingdom, and perhaps give an opening for success to the numerous 
intrigues constantly on foot to eject me from it. 

In order, therefore, that it may be possible for me to execute my instructions, l trust 
that, before my return, your Lordship will have considered the best means either of 
avoiding the necessity of communicating with Abyssinia through a Turkish port, or of 
impressing on the Turkish Government that our communication be free and uninterrupted 
in all cases, save a transit duty on merchandise, even should it consist of firearms or 
cutlery or even powder. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 196. 

Consul Plowden to Pi's count Palmerston.—(Received May 19.) 

(No 4.) 

My Lord, Massowah, March 18, 18.51. 

I BEG to know if my voyage to Jiddah on the business I have detailed in my 
despatch No. 1 of the 15th instant, extending to a period of twenty-nine days inclusive, 
is to be considered os an absence from my post, or if I shall be at liberty to draw my 
quarterly allowances as usual. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 197. 

Consul Plowden to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received May 19.) 

(No. 5.) 

My Lord, Massowah , March 18, 1851. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of your despatch No. 6 of 19th October, 
1850,* and to state that the presents therein mentioned were given up to me by the 
Governor of Massowah on the 14th instant. 

Tour Lordship, in your letter, lias given me no discretion on the point; but as I am 

• No. 166. 


% 


i 
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now obliged to make a hurried journey, I shall venture only to take him a portion of 
these presents just now, and forward him the remainder on my return to the coast 

I hear, indeed, that the Bas has gone on a distant campaign against the Gailaa, and 
if so, the country beyond Gondar will not be safe. 

I beg also respectfully to state, that in my opinion the money mentioned had better 
not be given to the Ras at all; what your Lordship has sent otherwise is more than 
sufficient, if there were no other reason for not presenting it. I shall, therefore, not 
draw for that sum unless I receive a further order from your Lordship to present it. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 198. 

Consul Plowden to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received May 19.) 

(No. 6.) 

My Lord, Massowah , March 27, 1851. 

I AM in receipt of vour despatch No. 1 of 18th January, 1851,* and beg to state 
that I received the originals of your Lordship’s despatches since 4th April, 1850, on the 
17 th November last, and at once acknowledged them, having also duly received Her 
Majesty’s ratification; but owing to the want of any safe opportunity, and also to the 
occurrences stated in my despat^m No. 1 of this year, all my letters from December lost 
inclusive, only start in the course of this week. 

I can have no safe communication with England, except when a man-of-war is sent 
here, which is, I believe, as often as the schooners of the East India Company can be 
spared from other duty; probably three or four visits in the year. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 199. 

Consul Plowden to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received May 19.) 

(No. 7.) 

My Lord, Massowah, March 27, 1851. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of your despatch No. 2 of 20th January, 
1851.t 

On the subjects mentioned therein, I shall keep your Lordship informed of any 
tiling worth communicating. 

A French corvette has just paid a short visit to this place, but left for Jiddah before 
my return from thence. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 200. 

Consul Plowden to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received May 19.) 

(No. 8.) 

My Lord, Massowah, March 27, 1851. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose a list of the presents sent to Her Majesty by 
Ras Ali. The Ras has since expressed a wish to add to them: but as that would have 
caused a delay, I said that I trusted that though of no value, Her Majesty would be 
pleased to accept them as a token of his amicable feelings. 

There is a slight discrepancy between this list and the one I furnished in January, 
1849; but at the time of writing I had not actually received them, having only an order 
for their delivery to me by the Negadeh, Ras of Gondar. That officer has since been 
discharged, partly on account of my complaints of his conduct in that affair. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


Minutes. 

These presents should be sent to the Palace when they arrive. 
May 21, 1851. _ 


• No. 176. 


t No. 177. 
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. June 18, 1851. 

Ihey armed at the Queen’s Warehouse from Southampton on the 12th of June 
and were delivered to Colonel Phipps by Mr. McClean, the Queen’s Custom-house Afrent’ 
on the 18th. 6 ’ 

G. LENOX C. 


Inclosure in No. 200. 

List of Presents from Ras Ali. 

No. 1.—One shield of buffalo hide (with silver ornaments), and strip of lion’s mane; 
two silver coronets; two silver-gilt armlets; three fine cotton cloths, worn by Abyssinians 
of rank; one large coloured wicker backet; one small ditto. 

No. 2.—Two mules’ saddles complete; two brass ornaments, suspended on the necks 
of mules. 

No. 3.—Two horse saddles, one with bridle, one without, with brass ornaments for 
face and neck ; two sheep-skins, as worn by the Abyssinians over the cloth, each the skin 
of one sheep; two Abyssinian double-edged sabres, handles of rhinoceros horn. 

No. 4.-—Two elephants’ tusks. 

No. 5.—Two elephants’ tusks. 

No. 6.—Two Abyssinian lances. 


No. 201. 

Consul Plowden to Mr. Bidwell, No. 1, Consular , 1851. 
[.Not received at the Foreign Office.] 


No. 202. 

Consul Plowden to Mr. Bidwell.—(Received May 19.) 

(No. 2. Consular.) 

^ r * Massowah, March 14, 1851. 

IN reply to your letters of the 18th October, 1850,* I have the honour to inclose my 
explanations of the account rendered of my travelling expenses in Abyssinia, also my 
explanation on the observations made on my account rendered for the years 1848 and 1849.1 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 203. 

Consul Plowden to Mr. Bidwell.—(Received May 19.) 

(No. 3. Consular.) 

oif* Massowah , March 14, 1851. 

1 AM authorised by Viscount Palmerston, in his despatch No. 5 of 4th January, 
1848,$ to draw for my travelling expenses in Abyssinia I am now about to proceed into 
the interior by his Lordship’s order a second time, and wish to know if I am authorised as 
before to draw for my travelling expenses. 

There appears, by the remarks of the Inspector on my last account ending April 4th, 
1850, to be some doubt in my case as to the legitimacy of the heads under which I 
arranged my expenditure. 

If, therefore, I am authorised to draw, 1 beg to be informed what items of expenditure 
may legitimately be classed under the head of travelling expenses in a country like 
Abyssinia, or else that Her Majesty’s Government allot such a sum, as may appear to them 
reasonable, to cover those expenses, the rather as 1 beg again respectfully to state that I 
cannot procure written vouchers in Abyssinia. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


• No. 165. 


f Sent to Audit Office, May 20, 1851. 


J No. 8. 



No. 204. 

Viscount Palmerston to Consul Plowden. 

(No. 3.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, May 23, 1851. 

I HAVE received your despatches to No. 2! inclusive of last year, and to No. 8 
inclusive of this year. 

In reply to your despatch No. 4 of the 18th of March, I have to state to you that, 
as you proceeded to Djiddah on the public service, you will be entitled to receive your usual 
allowances during the period occupied by your voyage to that place, and back to Massowah. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 


No. 205. 

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Plowden. 

^ Foreign Office, May 23, 1851. 

I HAVE to acquaint you, in reply to your despatch No. 5 of the 18th of March,* 
that I approve of your abstaining from giving to the Ras of Abyssinia the money which, 
by my despatch No. 6 of the 19th of October last, you were authorised to present to him, 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 


Viscount Palmerston to Sir S. Canning. 

(No. 134.) 

§i r> Foreign Office , May 27, 1851. 

I TRANSMIT to your Excellency copies of three desnatches from Her Majesty’s 
Consul in Abyssinia,! and, with reference to that marked No. 3 of the 18th of March, 
I have to instruct you to state to the Turkish Government that if the Governor of 
Massowah gives Her Majesty’s Government any further cause of complaint in regard to 
his conduct towards Mr. Plowden, a British ship-of-war will be sent to Massowah, the 
Commander of which will be instructed to adopt such measures as may be necessary to 
protect Mr. Plowden in the full enjoyment of those liberties and privileges which of right 
belong, to him and to obtain redress and satisfaction for all past grievances. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON. 


Mr. Bidwell to Mr. Bromley. 

Dear Sir Foreign Office, May 27, 1851. 

WILL you have the goodness to read the accompanying despatch from Her Majesty’s 
Consul in Abyssinia, and to favour me with your suggestions as to the mode in which it 
would be most advisable for us to authorize Mr. Plowden’s expenses? 

Yours, &c. 

(Signed) JOHN BIDWELL. 

P S_M r . Plowden’s accounts were sent to the Audit Office on the 20th instant. 


No. 208. 

Circular, May 28, 1851. Working of New Navigation Laws. 





110 




) 

No. 209. 

Mr. Bromley to Mr. Bidwell.—(Received June 4.) 

Audit Office, Somerset House, June 3, 1851. 

W ITH reference to your letter of the 27th ultimo inclosing a despatch from Her 
Majesty’s Consul in Abyssinia,* and requesting any suggestions as to the mode in which 
it would be most advisable for the Secretary of State to authorise Mr. Plowden’s expenses, 
I beg to state that I considered it desirable to take the opinion of the Commissioners of 
Audit thereon, and I am to inform you that they think the best course would be to grant 
in future, such an allowance as may be considered reasonable, but if this be not deemed 
expedient, that the Consul should transmit such vouchers as he may be able to obtain, 
together with the declaration or certificate required by the instructions referred to in the 
9th clause of Audit Office letter of 20th June, 1839. 1 beg to return the despatch 

referred to. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) B. M. BROMLEY. 


No. 210. 

Circular, June 24, 1861. Alteration in Instructions respecting Leave of Absence. 


No. 211. 

Mr. Bromley to Mr. Murray. 

My J ... , t Audit Office, July 1,1851. 

I HAY E had some difficulty m replying to your letter of the 18th June> respecting 
the allowance to Mr. Plowden. 

It appears that be disbursed, on account of travelling expenses in Abyssinia from 
August 21, 1848, to April 1, 1850, 360/. 18*. 3 d. 

I send herewith a copy of his account of expenses. You will perceive by that 
account that he does not charge a sum per diem. It appears to me that it would be 
better to adopt the same course as formerly, transmitting a certificate, as stated in my 
letter to Mr. Bidwell of the 3rd June, 1851, when it is not practicable to obtain proper 
receipts. 

Mr. Plowden’s questions respecting the classification of the heads of his accounts 
might be answered by telling him to keep a daily record of his expenditure, and to 
transmit a copy of the same with his account to this office. 

I return the two papers sent to me. 

Very faithfully, &c. 

(Signed) R. M. BROMLEY. 


Inclosure in No. 211. 

Account of Travelling Expenses in Abyssinia from August 21, 1848, to April 1, 1850. 

[See Inclosure 6 in No. 147-1 


No. 212. 

Mr. Bidwell to Consul Plowden. 

Foreign Office, July 8, 1861. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State to acquaint you that your despatches 
to No. 14, Consular, of 1850, and to No. 3 of 1851, have been received at this office. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) JOHN BIDWELL. 


No. 213. 

PSKOtMt Palmerston to Consul Plowden. 

go. 2. Consular.) Fortirn Oflier, July 8, 1851. 

I HAVE received your despatch Consular No. 3 of the 14th of March last.* stating 
that vou are about to ‘proceed on a further journey to the interior of Abyssinia, and 
requesting to be informed whether, as heretofore, you may draw upon the Lords Commis¬ 
sioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury for your expenses; and L have to state to you that 
you raav do so, and that you should keep a daily record of your travelling expenditure, 
and transmit the same to the Audit Office as an annex to your account current. 

You should at the same time forward to the Audit Office a certificate, in each case 
in which receipts for expenditure cannot be obtained, such as is prescribed by the 9th 
clause of the Audit Office letter of the 20th June, 1839, which now forms lnclosure No. 4 
of the General Instructions. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON, 


No. 214. 

Dr. Beke to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received July 11.) 

(Private.) 

Aly Lord, 34, Cumming Street, Pentonville, June 26, 1851. 

* IN the course of the researches into the geography and history of Eastern Africa, in 
which I have been engaged since my return from Abyssinia in the year 1843, I have 
lately had my attention directed to the tradition that the natives of that country have it 
in their power to prevent the Nile from flowing down to Egypt, and irrigating that 

This tradition has long been regarded as a mere fable; but on investigating the 
subject, with the help of that knowledge which I believe I exclusively possess, lam 
satisfied that the facts recorded in history are substantially true, and that likewise at the 
present day the undertaking is quite practicable. I have, in fact, demonstrated this in a 
paper which I have just completed, with the intention of reading it next week before 
the section of Geography and Ethnology of the British Association at the meeting at 

1 But on reflecting on the part which Egypt plays in modem as she did in ancient 
politics, and the consequent importance of a matter affecting her prosperity, nay, even 
her political existence, 1 have thought that, before making the particulars public, it 
would he well to ascertain whether they are not rather suited for the special considera¬ 
tion of your Lordship. . A . , , 

Should, then, your Lordship deem the subject of sufficient importance to be deserving 
of your attention, I would venture to request that I might be allowed the honour of an 
interview, when 1 should be able in a few minutes to explain the entire matter; and on 
bein" favoured with your Lordship’s commands, I would at once write to the Secretary 
of the section, requesting him not to publish the title of my paper, ‘‘ Can the waters of 
the Nile be diverted, so as to prevent the irrigation of Egypt?” which I have already 
communicated to him in the list of i>apers intended to be read. * 

My various communications in past years to your Lordship’s Departmen and more 
recently (by request) to the Board of Trade, show the great importance which I attach 
to Abyssinia in relation both to Egypt and to India ; and the present point only enhances 
its importance. Being, however, possessed of no influence, I have not attempted to put 
myself or my opinions obtrusively forward, but have contented myself with laying them 
before Her Majesty’s Government as a simple matter of duty. On the present occasion 
my desire is to act in the same spirit. My information is entirely at your Lordships 
senice should you think proper to express a wish to receive it. If not, l have only to 
apologize for having occupied even thus much of your lordship’s valuable time. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES BEK Eh 

p.S.—I would beg leave to call your Lordship’s attention to the accompanying 
extract from Huet’s “ llistoire du Commerce,” in connection with the subject. 

t. 15. 


• No. 203. 










Inclosure in No. 214. 

Extract from Huet's “ Histoire du Commerce,” page 326. 

AUGUSTE n’ignorant pas quel profit pouvoit revenir a l’Egypte de la proximity de 
1’Ethiope, fit quelque tentative pour sen rendre maitre. Dans les pouvoirs qu’il donna A 
tEHus Callus, lorsqu’il 1’envoya en Arabic, il les <5tendit sur l’Ethiopieet la Troglodytique. 
Dans ce dessein, il ne considcrait pas seulement les richesses de ees peuples, mais il 
pr£voyait encore le mal qu’ils pouvoicnt faire 4 PEgypte, en d^toumant le cours du Nil, 
et le mcttant 4 sec. On lit dans “ l’Histoire Saractfnique d’Elmacin,” que du temps de 
Mustansir, Calife d’Egypte, Pan 482 de l’Hegire, c’est-4-dire, Pan 1104 de Jesus-Christ,* 
les eaux du Nil etant fort basses, et PEgypte par consequent menac6e d’une grande 
disette, ce Prince cnvoya en Ethiopie Michel, Patriarche des Jacobites, avec de grands 
presents, pour obtenir du Roi qu’il lacliat les eduses du Nil en faveur de 1’Egypte; que 
cela lui ayant ete accorde, le Nil haussa de trois coudeesen unenuit. Jean Cantacuzene, 
qui quitta l’Empire de Constantinople pour se faire moine, l’an 1360 de l’dre Chretienne, 
rapporte dans l’histoire de son regne, que le Soudan d’Egypte tflehoit par ses bons offices 
de se concilier les Jacobites, qui etoient etablis vers le midi, sur les rives du Nil, craignant 
qu’il ne leur prit envie de donner un autre cours aux eaux de ce fieuve. On dit meme 
qu’Alphonse d’Albuqucrquc, Portugais, 1’un des premiers Argonautes des Indes, 4 qui sa 
vertu a fait donner le sumom de Grand, con^ut le meme dessein de d£rober le Nil k 
I’Egyptc, en le faisant tomber dans la Mer Rouge, pour se venger du Soudan d’Egypte, 
qui traversoit le trafic des Portugais dans les Indes. Je rapporte ces exemples, afin 
qu’on ne traite pas de fable ce que l’on a dit des precautions que les Turcs ont prises 
quelquefois pour garantir l’Egypte de ce malbeur. Un Prince aussi prudent qu’4toit 
Auguste, et qui faisoit de la conservation de 1’Egypte un des plus importants secrets de 
son Gouvernement, peut bien mettre en consideration tout le mal et tout le bien que 
cette province pouvoit attendre de l’Ethiopie; d'autant plus que Candace, Reine de cette 
rontrde, venoit d’entrer avec une armde sur ies terres d’Egypte, les ravageant jusqu’4 la 
ville d'Elephantine, se rendant maitresse de trois cohortes Romaines qui etoient en 
garnison dans cette ville, dans Syene, et dans Philes, et renversant les statues qui y 
avoient et6 erigees k l’honneur d’Auguste. Petronius, qui gouvemoit l’Egyptc sous ce 
mfime Empereur, re]>oussa l’insulte de cette Reine, entra bien avant dans son pays, y 
etablit des garnisons Romaines, et la mit k la raison. 


No. 2.15. 

Mr. Addington to Dr. Beke. 

Sir, Foreign Office, July 11, 1851. 

I AM directed by Viscount Palmerston to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 26th ultimo, respecting a paper on the Nile which you had prepared for communica¬ 
tion to the British Association at Ipswich; and in thanking you for your letter, I am to 
acquaint you that Lord Palmerston is not aware of any political reason which need 
prevent you from reading your dissertation on the occasion referred to in your letter. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) H. U. ADDINGTON. 



No. 216. 


Circular, August 20, 1851. Knowledge of Foreign Languages. 


No. 217. 

Dr. Beke to \ T iscount Palmerston. 

(Private and Confidential.) 

My Lord, 34, Cumming Street, August 21, 1851. 

ON the 12th of July I was favoured with a letter from Mr. Addington dated the 
11th, acquainting me that your Lordship was not aware of any political reason which 

_• ThU date ia incorrect; it should be a. h. 485 (a. d. 1092}.—C. B. 


need prevent me from reading, at the meeting of the British Association at Ipswich, the 
memoir respecting which I had the honour of addressing your Lordship on the 26th of 
June last. 

In now acknowledging the receipt of Mr. Addington’s letter, it is right I should 
inform your Lordship that the British Association met on the 2nd of July, and that the 
business of the Sections terminated on the 8th of the same month; so that the intimation 
of your Lordship’s opinion conveyed to me on the 11th could not but be inoperative. 

I had, however, previously decided on not making my contemplated communication 
to the Association, being in my own mind impressed with the great importance of the 
subject, and with the inexpediency of giving publicity to it. And if l might request 
vour Lordship to peruse the Memoir in question, which I have now the honour to inclose, 

I feel assured that you will be of opinion that I have acted discreetly in suppressing it. 

Since I had last the honour of addressing your Lordship, and indeed only within the 
last few days I have become acquainted with a work recently published in Germany,— 
“ Feldzug von Sennaar naeh Taka, Basa und Beni Awer,” by Ferdinand Wernc, which 
affords a remarkable confirmation of the conclusions arrived at in my Memoir. ’Ibis 
work contains an account of an attempt made by the lute Ahmed Pasha, Governor- 
General of Bellades-Sudun or Scnnar, to divert the waters of the Khor-el-Gash—the lower 
course of the Abyssinian river March, and a principal tributary of the Asbara—in the 
very country where in former times the rise of the Nile in Egypt was prevented by 
turning the course of the Atbara itself. I have made a translation of that portion of 
M. Werne’s work, which relates to the subject, and beg leave to transmit it for your 
Lordship’s information, together with a sketch-map of the locality in question, showing 
its relations to Egypt, Scnnar and Abyssinia. 

In my letter of the 9th December, 1843, to your Lordship’s predecessor, the Earl of 
Aberdeen, and in that to your Lordship of the 2Sth August, 1846, the opinion is 
expressed that Sennar will one day be separated from Egypt. It is well known that the 
late Ahmed Pasha entertained the idea of declaring himself independent; and the first 
Governor of that Province who has it in his power, will assuredly do so. Its distance 
from the seat of Government in Lower Egypt, and the nature of the intervening country, 
offer the greatest inducements and facilities for such a step, and will always interpose 
extreme difficulties in the way of its resubjugation. On the other band, were Sennfir to 
rise to great power as an independent State, the subjugation of the neighbouring countries, 
and especially of Abyssinia, would speedily ensue. The expedition to Taka, in which 
M. Wernc took part, was intended as a forerunner to the conquest of Abyssinia, which 
conquest Ahmed Pasha talked of undertaking and completing before the English could 
could hear of it and have time to take measures for its prevention. 

Were such an event to take place, and a great Ethiopian Empire be formed, the 
destinies of Egypt would be in its hands. From the remotest ages, Lower Egypt has been 
at the mercy of the Upper country; and though, both in ancient and in modern times, 
the aid of the more civilized nations of Europe, coupled with the barbarism of the inhabi¬ 
tants of the upper regions, may have enabled it to obtain the mastery; yet, were 
Ethiopia on her side to become possessed of European strategy and discipline, the actual 
sources of wealth which she has at command, and the countless millions of robust and 
warlike men from whom she could recruit her armies, would render it impossible lor 
Egypt to withstand her. 

The possession by such a Power of the country through which the Atbara flows, 
would, however, afford a more summary means of bringing Egypt to subjection than even 
the force of arms. For were the usual inundation of the Nile withheld but lor a season, 
Egypt must of necessity become desert, and her inhabitants be famished. 

Or, without awaiting the growth of such a native Power, were any European nation 
to obtain possession of the lower course of the Atbara, a more complete and absolute 
mastery over the whole of Egypt would thereby be acquired than by the occupation of 
any portion of that country by a considerable army. 

At the present moment England appears to have gained the ascendancy in Egypt. 
But wc have no right to expect that this will always be the case. And, even while it 
lasts, it may, and doubtless will, only lead to efforts on the part of France to acquire a 
counterpoise in the south. Any attempts in that quarter might, however, be effectually 
prevented, and at a trifling outlay, were only suitable measures at once adopted. If, on 
the contrary, such measures are delayed, they may at a future period become difficult, if 
not impracticable. And as, on account of our Indian Possessions, it is absolutely essential 
that British influence should continue to preponderate in Egypt, and as, consequently, it 
will be imperative on our nation to proceed even to the last extremities for the mainte¬ 
nance of that preponderance, if not, indeed, in order to regain it after it shall have been 
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lost, we may, in the result, be forced to atone for present neglect by the sacrifice of 
millions of treasure and tens of thousands of human lives. 

It is to avert so calamitous an issue that I presume to press my opinions so earnestly 
on your Lordship’s attention; and in doing so, I trust that the deep sense entertained 
by me of the importance of a subject to which I have devoted so many years of my life, 
will be a sufficient excuse for the freedom with which I have given expression to these 
opinions, 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES BEKE. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 217. 

Can the Waters of the Nile be diverted so as to prevent the Irrigation of Egypt ? 

IT too often happens that a tradition that is founded on facts has become so misun¬ 
derstood or misrepresented by commentators, as to assume a character totally at variance 
with the truth, and thus eventually to he regarded as a mere fable. The separation of the 
original history from the commentary would at once prove its fabulous character to have 
been derived solely from the latter; but in very many cases, so intimately have the two 
become incorporated, that it is difficult, if not impossible, to distinguish rightly between 
them. In my "Origines Biblic/e,” 1 have endeavoured to show how extensively an 
erroneous construction was put upon points of biblical geography and history by early 
Jewish commentators, which errors have been perpetuated by means of the septuagint 
Greek version of the Scriptures. I have now to adduce a remarkable instance of the 
like process with regard to an Abyssinian tradition, which, in addition to its value as an 
illustration of the views propounded in the work just named, is deeply interesting as 
connected with the history of the great river to which it relates. 

That it was in the power of the rulers of Abyssinia to divert the waters of the Nile 
so as to prevent them flowing down into Egypt and fertilising its lands, and that on one 
occasion that Power was actually exercised, is a tradition which has been handed down 
t-.» us from a very remote period. 

This tradition assumes the form of an historical fact in the chronicles of the Saracenic 
Empire of George Elmacin, an Egyptian writer, who flourished about the middle of the 
l.'lth century of our era. By that writer it is recorded (lib. iii, cap. 8), that the Nile 
having failed in the time of Michael, the Jacobite Patriarch of Alexandria, he was sent 
by Mustansir Ililla, Khalif of Egypt, into the county of Habesli, with many gifts; and 
that, the King of that country on being made acquainted with the damage done to Egypt 
and its inhabitants by the want of the usual inundation of the Nile, caused the dam to 
be removed, so that in one night the Nile rose three cubits, and the fields in Egypt were 
in consequence watered and sown. As Michael was Patriarch from a.d. 1092 to 1102, 
and the Khalif Mustansir died a.d. 1090, the date of the Patriarch’s mission must be 
between the years 1092 and 1095. 

The authenticity of the event thus recorded by Elmacin, has been objected to on 
the twofold ground of its physical impossibility and of historical difficulties which are said 
to accompany it. Into the discussion of these historical difficulties it is not now my 
intention to enter. For my^present purpose it is sufficient to regard the statement of 
the Egyptian historian as evidence that in his time, namely, the middle of the 15 th century 
of our era, the tradition in question, whatever may have been its origin, was already of 
sufficient antiquity to allow of its being referred back to the time of the Khalif Mustansir, 
of the Patriarch Michael, a century and a half previously. Whether or not we are to 
regard the tradition as being substantially founded on facts, will mainly depend on the 
decision come to with respect to the physical possibility or impossibility of the alleged 
undertaking. 

In the consideration of this question the first point is to ascertain the spot where that 
undertaking might have occurred, supposing it to have occurred at all. On this point, as 
there is nothing specified in Elmaein's relation, we must look for information to other 
sources. And here Albuquerque’s scheme for draining off the waters of the N.le is 
deserving of notice. 

It is matter of history that for the purpose of preventing the Nile from flowing down 
to Egypt, that celebrated Commander, who was Viceroy of India in the sixteenth century 
made repeated applications to his Sovereign, Emmanuel, King of Portugal, for workmen 
to be sent from the Island of Madeira who were practised in digging canals for the 
irrig ation of the su gar plant ations ther e. And in proof of the feasibility of his projected 



115 


7 ^ • 






undertaking, Albuquerque explained that from the shores of the Red Sea to the Nile is a 
distance of only three days’ journey, and that in the intervening districts there dwelled 
many Arabs, both horsemen and foot, who in order to avenge themselves for injuries 
received from the Sultan of Egypt, with whom they were often at enmity, sometimes 
broke through the banks of the Nile, whereby the waters of the river were diffused over 
the extensive valleys of their country. In consequence of which the Sultan, in order to 
prevent the injury that Cairo would sustain were the more elevated districts usually 
inundated by the Nile to remain uncultivated, at times attacked those Arabs with arms, 
and at other times induced them by gifts to continue his friends. 

It is true that these representations of Albuquerque do not absolutely prove the 
practicability of his scheme, though it is difficult to conceive that an individual in his 
exalted position and of his great ability and judgment should have committed himself to 
it unless upon good and sufficient grounds. At all events it is manifest that in his 
estimation the place where this great undertaking was to be accomplished was somewhere 
in the level districts situated to the north of Abyssinia, and lying between that country 
and Egypt. And that this was also the general opinion of the native Abyssinians is 
evinced by the representations made to the learned Job Ludolf by his Abyssinian friend 
Abba Gregorius, as recorded in the former’s Historia JEthiopica ” (lib. i, c. 8). On 
being questioned on the subject, Gregorius stated that though unacquainted with the 
history of the Patriarch Michael, lie bad nevertheless heard from trustworthy persons 
that not far from the Cataracts of the Nile the entire country slopes towards the east, 
and that, were it not for one single mountain, the Nile would flow in that direction rather 
than towards Egypt and the Mediterranean. Consequently, were that mountain dug 
through, which would be a work of no great difficulty, the entire river might be diverted, 
and made to run into the Bed Sea. This fact was known to the Turks and to many 
Portuguese; and hence it was that formerly the Emperor of Ethiopia had obtained signal 
conditions from the Saracens; and that he had at one time wished to carry the work 
into execution, and had given orders for that purpose, but had been moved from it by 
the Christians of Egypt, whose destruction it would have caused in common with the rest 
of the inhabitants. 

And in strict accordance with this is the statement of the Emperor John Cantacuzene 
(lib. iv, c. 15), that " a powerful nation, most strongly addicted to the Jacobite heresy, 
was said to dwell on the Nile, whom it was necessary for the HuHan of Egypt to 
propitiate, because they lmd it in their power to turn the course of the Nile, which, if 
they did, the whole of Egypt and Syria, whose subsistence depended on it, would perish 
with hunger.” 

Were this the whole of the evidence before us, we might at once proceed to investi¬ 
gate the physical condition of the regions indicated by Albuquerque and Abba Gregorius. 
There is, however, a most positive and seemingly authoritative statement of the traveller 
Bruce, which, as it is directly opposed to the authorities just cited, must he disposed of 
before we can venture to rely on their testimony. This statement is contained in the 
eighth chapter of the second book of his u Travels," and is as follows: — 

“ In the reign of Lalibala, about the year 1200, there being a great persecution in 
Egypt against the Christians after the Saracen conquest, and especially against the 
masons, builders, and hewers of stone, who were looked upon by the Arabs as the greutest 
of abominations, this Prince opened an asylum in his dominions to all fugitives of that 
kind, of whom he collected a prodigious number. 

« This Prince undertook to realize the favourite pretensions of the Abyssinians to 
the power of turning the Nile out of its course, so that it should no longer he the cause 
of the fertility of Egypt, now in possession of the enemies of his religion. We may 
imagine, if it was in the power of man to accomplish this undertaking, it could have 
fallen into no better hands than those to whom Lalibala gave the execution of it—people 
driven from their native country by those Saracens who now were reaping the benefit of 
the river, in the places of those they had forced to seek habitations far from the benefit 
and pleasure afforded by its stream. 

•‘This Prince did not adopt the wild idea of turning the course of the Nile out of 
its present channel, upon the possibility or impossibility of which the argument (ho 
warmly and so long agitated) always most improperly turns. His idea was to famish 
Egypt; and as the fertility of that country depends not upon the ordinary stream but 
the extraordinary increase of it by the tropical rains, he is said to have found bv an 
exact survey and calculation that there ran on the summit or highest part of the country 
several rivers which could be intercepted by mines, and their stream directed into the 
low country southward, instead of joining the Nile, augmenting it, and running north¬ 
ward. By this he found he should he able so to disappoint its increase, that it never 






















would rise to a height proper to fit Egypt for cultivation. And thus far he was warranted 
in his ideas of succeeding (as I have been informed by the people of that country) that 
he did intersect and carry into the Indian Ocean two very large rivers, which have ever 
since Mowed that way, and he was carrying a level to the Lake Zawaia, where many rivers 
empty ihemselves in the beginning of the rains, which would have effectually diverted 
the course of them all, and could not but in some degree diminish the current below. 

u Death, the ordinary enemy of all those stupendous Herculean undertakings, inter¬ 
posed too here, and put a stop to this enterprise of Lalibala. Hut Ama Yasous, Princo 
of Shoft (in whose country part of these immense works were), a young man of great 
understanding, and with whom I lived several months in the most intimate friendship at 
Grondar, assured me that they were visible to this day, and that they were of a kind 
whose use could not be mistaken ; that he himself had often Tinted them, and was con¬ 
vinced the undertaking was very possible with such hands, and the circumstances and 
things then were. He told me, likewise, that in a written account he had seen in Shoa it 
was said that this Prince was not interrupted by death in his undertaking, but persuaded 
by the monks that if a greater quantity of water was let down into the dry kingdoms of 
Hodea, Mara, and Adel, increasing in population every day, and even now almost equal 
in power to Abyssinia itself, these barren kingdoms would become the gardens of the 
world, and such a number of hungry Saracens dislodged from Egypt by the first appear¬ 
ance of the Nile’s failing would fly thither, that they would not only withdraw those 
countries from their obedience but be strong enough to overrun the whole Kingdom of 
Abyssinia. Upon this, as Amha Yasous informed me, Lalibala gave over his first scheme, 
which was the famishing of Egypt, and that his next was employing the men in subter¬ 
raneous churches, a useless expense, l ut more level to the understanding of common men 
than the former.” (“ Travels 2nd cditi< n, vol. ii.. pp. 454, 45(3.) 

Minutely circumstantial as is this relation, and based as it appears to be on such 
unquestionable authority, it is nevertheless open to material objections. 

In the first place it is not possible for Lalibali to be the King of Abyssinia, to whom 
the tradition relates ; for, according to the statement at the commencement of Bruce’s 
relation, that Monarch did not reign till “ about the year 1200.” so that he was nearly 
the contemporary of Elniacin, whereas according to that historian the event in question 
occurred before the close of the eleventh century, and had in his time already become a 
matter of history. 

In the second place, when we consider the situation and limits of the Kingdom of 
Abyssinia in the remote age to which the tradition relates, it will he manifest that the 
alleged undertaking could not have been performed in the neighbourhood of Lake 
Zuwui, or anywhere in the south of Shoa. During the dark period of Abyssinian 
history between the beginning of the tenth and the end of the thirteenth century, the 
Throne at Axum was occupied by a line of Sovereigns (to which line Lalibala himself 
belonged), whose hereditary dominions were in Lasta, but who possessed no power what¬ 
ever over Amhara, Shoa,, and the more southern provinces of the present Abyssinian 
Empire. For the native chronicles expressly record that while these Kings of Lasta 
thus reigned in Northern Abyssinia the ancestors of Aikuna Amlak, who subseqeuntly 
Acquired the sovereignty of the whole country, held independent rule in Shoa and 
Amhara. Hence it follows that, prior to the age in which Lalibala and Ehnacin lived, 
no King of Abyssinia lmd it in his power to construct the immense works described by 
Bruce as having been seen in the vicinity of Lake Zuwai by Lmmaha ^ esus (Amha 
Yasous), Prince of Shoa. 

But the last and most conclusive objection to Bruce’s relation is in the fact that it 
is utterly impossible for any communication on the subject to have been made to that 
traveller by Emmaha Yesus. Nearly halt a century ago Mr. Salt was led to doubt the 
truth of that relation, in consequence of the assurance given him by a native scribe, who 
hae personally known Bruce when in Abyssinia, that Enunaba ^ esus never visited 
Gondar during that traveller’s stay there, and from the fact that no account of that 
Prince’s visit is to be found in Bruce’s original Memorandum. (See “ Salt's Voyage 
to Abyssinia,” p. 336.) And since Salt’s time the Kingdom of Shoa has been visited by 
several Europeans (myself among the number), and it is now known as a matter of 
notoriety that the reign of Emmohar Yesus, the great grandfather of the late King 
Snhcla Selassie, lasted from 1742 to 1774 ; so that in the year 1770, when he is 
described by Bmce as being a young man from 2(3 to 28 years of age, who had brought 
tribute to the Emperor from his father, the Governor of the loyal Province of Shoa, he 
had, in fact, already been twenty-eight years seated on the Throne of the independent 
Kingdom of Shoa. and must have attained tht* mature age of 60 years or thereabouts. 

It being, then, an indisputable fact that Emmaho Yesus did not furnish Bruce with 


the description so elaborately given of Salibala’s alleged works in the vicinity of Lake 
Zuwai, in Southern Abyssinia; and it being further manifest that Southern Abyssinia 
did not form any portion of the territories of the Monarch to whom the tradition relates, 
and also that Salibala was not that Monarch; we can have no hesitation in discarding 
Bruce’s entire statement as of no authority w hatever. 

So intimately, however, has Bruce’s circumstantial narrative connected Salibala and 
Lake Zuwai with the traditional history, and so thoroughly have, on his authority, those 
two secondary ideas become blended with the primary one, that most subsequent travellers 
and writers have taken their connection for granted, and have treated the subject as if 
that traveller’s notions were integral and essential portions of the original tradition. 
Thus Balt, though he easts a doubt on the story of Emmaha Yesus. speaks (page 473) 
of Lalibala as having been very distinguished on account of the churches which he built 
in Lasta, and from a successful attempt which he is said to have made to turn the course 
of the Nile, adding, “this story is also recorded in the Arabian histories of Egypt, and is 
attributed to the year 831 of the Dioclesian era, or a.i>. 1095. The ignorance of the 
times may have favoured the opinion of the possibility of such an undertaking; but in 
all probability the only source of a river over which Lalibala had a command, was that of 
the Taceazze, which takes its origin in Lasta.” Had not, however, Bruce’s fallacious 
commentary been uppermost in Salt’s mind, and blinded him to the real historical facts, 
he could not have failed to perceive that it was impossible for the circumstances recorded 
as of the year 1,095 to have reference to a Monarch who did not live till more than a 
century later ; and he would further have observed that the original authorities (which he 
must he presumed to have consulted) do not say one word about Lilibala. Indeed, so 
unconscious were Ludotfand Gregorius of any connection between that Monarch and the 
alleged undertaking, that when the former cited a statement of John Bermudez to the 
effect that David, King of Ethiopia, had requested the King of Portugal to send him 
some workmen to dig through a mountain, as his predecessor Eylale Belale had done 
before him, in order that the Nile might be made to flow so copiously as to submerge 
Egypt, he summarily dismissed the statement as being too absurd to require refutation; 
adding that he had never even heard of such a person as Eylale Belale. And yet it is 
manifest that under this corrupted form the name of Lalibala himself lies concealed, which 
circumstance must undoubtedly be regarded as a proof that in the minds of some (though 
far from generally, or else Gregorius could not have failed to be aware of it), that 
Monarch had by some means become associated with the undertaking, most probably on 
account of his being the author of the other remarkable work in Lasta ; and it may even be 
that, on this slender foundation, Bruce built up his ingenious hypothesis, to w hich he gave 
an air of verisimilitude by his elaborate details of an alleged communication from the 
imaginary son of the Governor of Shoa. 

We are now left free to consider the tradition in its original form, unencumbered 
with any notions about King Lalibala and Lake Zuwai; and, reverting to the subject of 
the situation and limits of the dominions of the early Kings of Abyssinia, it has to be 
remarked that though those dominions were restricted towards the south, they extended 
in a northerly direction over regions w hich for several centuries past have entirely thrown 
off their allegiance to Abyssinia, and arc no longer looked on as forming, even nomi¬ 
nally, part of that country. At the present day it may he difficult to determine what 
were at any specific period in past times the precise northern limits of the Abyssinian 
dominions; hut even as late as the beginning of the sixteenth century, the Ethiopian 
Empire was described by Alvarez as reaching (nominally at least) as far north as Souakin 
on the Red Sea, and Riffa on the Nile. (According to Burckhardt’s “Travels in Nubia,” 
p. 298, “Rif” is the name given to Egypt throughout those countries: it means, 
properly, a low ground abounding in water.) Important conclusions with respect to the 
early history of Ethiopia might be drawn from tiie fact that the ancient kingdom lay 
altogether in the north of the country known at the present day ns Abyssinia, and that 
under the successive dynasties of Meroe, of Axum, of Lasta, and of Amhara, the seat of 
Empire has, step by step, been removed southwards, carrying with it a history and 
traditions applicable to different localities and to a different order of things. But, with¬ 
out now entering upon that subject, it will be sufficient for our present purpose to regard 
the Abyssinian dominions as having, at the time to which the circumstances under 
consideration relate, extended northwards to about the 18th degree of north latitude, 
where they bordered on the territories of the Sultans of Egypt, and it was, consequently, 
to the ruler of this low and level country that the Patriarch Michael was sent on his 
important mission. 

The object of that mission was to induce the Abyssinian Monarch to allow the 
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waters of the Nile, which had been stopped, to flow down to Egypt; and the next point 
to be decided is what river was intended. 

Now it will at once be perceived that the river flowing through the dominions of the 
King of 'Abyssinia, as they then existed, was neither the main stream of the Nile nor yet 
its principal Abyssinian branch, the Astapus, Blue River, or Abai; but, on the contrary, 
the Takkazie or ftilit, of which the lower portion is the Athara or Astahoras. To say 
that the Takkazie was the principal river of the ancient Abyssinians is, indeed, to assert 
a mere truism, for the word “ Takkazie,” in the Ethiopic language, means simply u river;” 
so that the Takkazie was emphatically the river of the country. And that it was looked 
on by that people as the upper course of the Nile is established by two facts- The first 
is that the river generally understood to be the Nile of Egypt, whose waters were turned 
into blood by Moses, as recorded in the Book of Exodus, is, in the Ethiopic version of 
the Scripture, called Takkazie. The second is, that in the Aduliiic inscription preserved 
by Cos mas Indicoplenstcs, of which the second portion records the conquests of an 
Axumite Sovereign in the third or fourth century of our era, the Abyssinian Province of 
Samien, lying to the west of the Takkazie, and containing the loftiest mountains of the 
country, on which snow frequently falls, is described as “Semene, a nation beyond the 
Nile, among mountains difficult of access, and covered with snow.*’ It results, therefore, 
that the Takkazie or Athara is the “Nile w of the tradition. 

It is perfectly true that below' the junction of the two rivers the main stream of the 
Nile itself might equally answer the conditions of the question, that main stream being, 
in the estimation of the Ethiopians, merely the continuation and lower course of their 
“Takkazie” or river. But the possibility of diverting the course of the main stream of 
the Nile itself, below the junction of the Athara, may well he doubted; so that, laying 
this altogether aside, the question resolves itself into the following one: Can the course 
of the Athara he turned or its waters diverted to such an extent as materially to aflect 
the rise of the Nile in Egypt? And I apprehend that the descriptions given of that 
river by several modern travellers of undoubted veracity will answer this question in the 
affirmative. 

From Mr. English we learn that the Athara is designated Bnhr el Aswad, or the 
Black River, from the quantity of black earth brought down by it during the rains ; which 
is so great, according to Caillard, as even to affect the general colour of the Nile ; the 
stream of that river, as Russegger informs us, being for a time quite overpowered by that 
of its tributary ; and Linant states that it is in fact “thisbranch which is the best source 
of irrigation, bringing with it most of the slime which manures the lands ” in Egypt. 
This evidence alone might be regarded as presumptive proof of the practicability of the 
undertaking to which the tradition relates, and infercntially of the truth of the tradition 
itself. But there is testimony yet more direct to be adduced. The traveller last named, 
M. Linant, not only alludes to this very tradition without questioning it, saying that “in 
Abyssinia it is asserted art might stop the course, or direct in a different channel a 
portion of the waters of the Nile.” but .he even expresses the opinion that the Athara. or 
as he calls it, the Asharra, which name approaches more closely to the ancient Astahoras, 
might easily be turned into the Red Sea at Souakin for the reason that “ it passes over 
plains and sands,” and that “ the remains of a bed or canal, already traced by human 
hands, exists from the Asharra to the Bed Sea.” 

Whether or not Linant actually saw these remains, I am unahle to say, as no parti¬ 
culars arc given beyond those here recorded, which are taken from I)r. Bowring’s Report on 
Egypt and Candia (p. 14) having been communicated to him when in the former country 
in the years 1837-38. But even if he speaks only from native information, M. Linant’s 
statement proves beyond all doubt that there must he a foundation in truth for the tradi¬ 
tion that the Kings of Abyssinia, whose dominions formerly extended thus far north, had 
it in their power to prevent the rise of the Nile in Egypt, by turning off that portion of 
its waters which is most necessary for the purposes of irrigation. 

There is yet other evidence of the conclusion thus come to. In the year 1814, the 
traveller Burckhanlt visited the junction of the Athara with the Nile, whence he proceeded 
across the country lying between the former river and the Red Sea, respecting which he 
gives the following particulars :— 

“The country of Taka, or as it is called by its inhabitants, El Gash, is famous all 
over these countries for its extreme fertility. The reason why Taka is so fertile and has 
become so populous is its regular inundation. About the latter end of June or sometimes 
not till July (for the period does not seem to he so fixed as that of the rise of the Nile), 
large torrents coming from the south and south-east pour over the country, and in the 
space of a few weeks (or according to some in eight days) cover the whole surface with a 
sheet of water, varying in depth from two to three feet. These torrents are said to lose 
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themselves in the eastern plain, after inundating the country, but the waters remain 
upwards of a month in Taka; and if I am to believe the reports of several persons who 
had seen the Nile and could draw a comparison, the waters on subsiding leave a thick 
slime or mud upon the surface, similar to that left by the Nile.”—(Travels in Nubia, 
p. 348. 

According to the barometrical measurements of Russegger, the elevation of the bed 
of the Nile at El Mucherriff, a few miles below the junction of the Athara, is 1,331 Paris 
or 1,418 English feet above the level of the Red Sea, from which it is distant about *200 
geographical miles; and coupling this circumstance with Burckhardt’s description of the 
intervening country, it may safely be inferred that even if the fact should he that there 
is no way actually practicable for the waters of the Athara to pass eastwards into the sea 
itself, it would be no difficult task to turn them into the neighbouring low country, and to 
diffuse them over its plains and valleys; and thus, so far as preventing the rise of the 
Nile in Egypt to a height sufficient for the irrigation of the lands on its hanks, the result 
would he practically the same as if those waters were actually carried into the Red Sea 
itself. 

I have entered more largely into detail than was absolutely necessary for deciding 
the simple question of the practicability or impracticability of the undertaking in question ; 
but my desire has been at the same time to elucidate the traditional history, and to 
disengage it from errors which have caused it to be altogether misunderstood, and have 
indeed imparted to it the character of a table. 

The question, as affecting the material prosperity, nay, even the ]>olitical existence 
of the powerful and populous country of Egypt, is one of the greatest interest and impor¬ 
tance ; and it is much to he desired that some among the numerous visitors of that 
country should fully elucidate it, by means of a searching and critical local examination. 

London, June 16, 1851. (Signed) CHARLES BEKE. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 217. 

Extract from Ferdinand Werne's “ Feldzuq von Sennaar nach Taka. Busa, and lieni-Ameer,” 

pages 216-219. 

(Translation.) 

THE hatred of these people to one another is excessive; so that divide el impera is 
a principle of Egyptian politics. Mohammed Ehle—who has been nominated Sheikh of 
the Hallengas by the Divan, because Sheikh Auct, the hereditary ruler acknowledged by 
his people, will not submit to the Turks and lias, in consequence, retired to the frontiers 
of Abyssinia,—had formed in his pious head the idea of driving, with the assistance of 
the Turks, the Haddcndas from their eountry, or, if possible, of annihilating them. The 
Great Khor-el-Gash (the lower course of the River Mareb of Abyssinia) runs from hence 
in its entire breadth and with its branches (as, for instance, the one by El-Sofr) through 
the country of the Haddcndas. It is this watcrconrae which carries an abundance of 
water to that great people and to their fertile lands, as well as, here and there, to the 
imi>enetrable forest districts (khaaba), those homes of freedom so dreaded by the Turks. 
This life-bringing artery was now, by the advice of Mohammed Ehle, who had before 
attempted it, hut in vain, to he unmercifully cut off. Jalso, as the engineer and 
confidant of the Pasha, was compelled to give a helping-hand. Mohammed Ehle, the 
Pasha, and myself, mounted our dromedaries and, followed at a distance by an escort, 
rode southwards about a couple of miles, leaving the village of Kadmir at about a mile 
on one side. We came to the extreme western rocks of Kassela-el-Lus, which stretch 
out into the Khor (watercourse). The Khor is here tolerably deep, and is consequently 
not so wide as it is both above and below. This spot was, therefore, suited for the 
ercetion of a darn across the stream. The Pasha forthwith ordered a division of the 
army with 4,000 axes to fell the palm trees which grow only in the neighbourhood of the 
Khor and as far as its inundation extends. The troops immediately advanced, and the 
Pasha rode backwards and forwards encouraging them with his presence, lie called this 
politico voyhaier (minor politics), which artifice he also subsequently made use of with 
effect. The Hallengas, who are nothing like so savage or so refractory as the 
Haddcndas, submitted patiently to render tribute and to deliver an immense number of 
straw-mats which were wanted for making the dam. 

On the following morning a quantity of felled palm-trees lay scattered in the Khor 
at the spot fixed on. The direction of the dam was from north-east to south-west, the 
main bed of the Khor being 1,220 metres in breadth. I at once informed the Pasha 
that it would be necessary to dig a canal beyond the opposite hank of the Khor, which is 
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of some height, as far as the basin of the River Atbara, so as to prevent the waters from 
overflowing. The dam was formed of a double row of palm-trees placed perpendicularly 
close together and covered with mats on both sides, sand being filled hotw*v»n the two 
rows. As soon as this was filled up to a certain height, other mats were placed, till at 
length the height of five metres was attained. To prevent the trees from giving way, 
and also in order to break the force of the water from above, the dam was scarped at an 
angle of 45 degrees. On the rocks of the right bank, where the water seemed 
principally to pour down, sacks and straw-mats filled with sand were laid in considerable 
quantities. From time to time the work was hastened by the beating of drums and 
especially by the presence of the Pasha. This was the more needful as the rainy 
season had already commenced ; vegetation was springing up as it were by magic, and 
the Khor might easily have been filled with water before we could have opposed to it 
this first bulwark. 

I examined the land on the opposite side, which was covered with trees (principally 
the atle), and found an arm, which had to be stopped up like the main stream. On 
account of its greater depth, and the consequent greater weight of water in it, a triple 
row of trees was placed here. To prevent the erection in the principal Khor from being 
destroyed by the tropical rains, I caused a row of palm-trees in half-lengths to be placed 
before the dam, and in like manner to be filled up with sand in mats. This formed an 
addition of 270 metres. Scarcely had we completed this work, when the rains from the 
Abyssinian mountains made the khor into a lake. It was now manifest that though the 
level had been properly calculated, yet that the waters, in their rise, would overflow the 
woody country beyond the extremities of the dam. Almost all the soldiers were sick in 
consequence of their bad food and the burning sun, and in the work they were absolutely 
tyrannized over by their overseers. 

I therefore proposed to the Pasha to continue the dam by means of an earth-wall, 
and to call on the hypocritical Mahommed Ehle and his people to perform this task. 
With an humble countenance towards the Pasha, and a fiery look of thanks towards 
myself, Mahommed Ehle promised instant obedience. By this means the dam was 
continued, so that it had a length of 1,613 metres, and a breadth on the top of 
5 metres. 

The Haddendas were beginning to suffer from want of water, which stood at the 
height of 3 metres in the main khor. Bloody feuds now broke out between the 
Haddendas and the Hallengas, and I already repented my inhuman work. 

I therefore no longer insisted on the excavation of a canal for carrying off the water, 
beyond the slight elevation of the land, a distance of six miles, into the [basin of the] 
Atbara, and fully anticipated what would be the consequence. 

One morning the Pasha Htopped his horse at the door of our dwelling, and woke me 
out of my sleep, with his “Musju” [Monsieur], There was a frightful noise in the 
camp ; everybody was running out; the dam had been broken through. I had to mount 
in all haste ; and on the road I learned that the Haddendas, in spite of a guard of 200 
men placed to watch it, had pierced the Arabian edifice. 

We rode along the dam to the spot; sacks filled with sand were thrown in; the 
Pasha was raving. He sprang from his horse, threw himself into the water, and looked 
at me as if I should be inspired to follow his example. But 1 quietly kept ray seat, and 
used every kind of entreaty to get him out of the water. I told him that it did not 
become a General to act in that manner, that he must take care of himself for our sakes, 
and that human means were here of no avail, since all came from above. 

At length we returned to the rock at the end of the dam, and breakfasted in the 
shade, when I repeatedly warned him to lose no time in retnming to the camp, lest he 
should catch the ague by keeping on his wet clothes. His face had become quite green 
and yellow before he could be persuaded. 

Scarcely had he reached the camp when my brother went to him, and found him in 
a cold fit of ague, with his teeth chattering, so that he could not speak. Joseph and I 
were perhaps the only persons in the whole camp who were rejoiced at the breaking 
through of the dam. 

Thus were all the fine plans for drying up the entire fertile country of the 
Haddendas, and burning their Sylva Hercynia—or. as the Pasha by way of palliation 
expressed himself to me, for forming a huge sluice in the dam, and then selling water to 
the Haddendas—if not altogether frustrated, at all events put off to a future day. 
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No. 218. 

Consul Plowden to discount Palmerston. —( Received August 27.) 

S To. 9.) 

7 kord, . Massowah , May 18, 1851. 

HAVING visited Dejaj Oobeay, the Governor of Tigr£, that Chief evinced much 
reluctance in permitting me to pass through his dominions on my visit to Ras Ali, and 
even made me large offers to induce me to remain. 1 succeeded, with much difficulty, in 
obtaining his permission to proceed, and in parting with him on friendly terms. 

It is my opinion that he intends shortly to rebel against the Ras, and as he has just 
vanquished the last enemy that troubled himself, and is in large force, the result of the 
contest will be doubtful. 

I mention this now as, should a war break out whilst I am with the Ras, all corre¬ 
spondence will be impossible, the only road to the sea being through the passes in Dejaj 
Oobeay's territories. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 
No. 219. 

Consul Plowden to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received August 27.) 

£ \o. 10.) 

y Lord, Bichana , June 24, 1851. 

1 HAVE the honour to inform you that I arrived here at the Ras’s camp last night, 
and should have presented to him this morning Her Majesty’s ratification. 

During the night, robbers broke into the house appointed by the Ras for my resi¬ 
dence, and carried away a box containing my papers, including the Queen’s ratification, 
and I have with difficulty procured this sheet of paper and writing materials. 

The Tacassee River will be full in twelve days hence, and I therefore lose not a 
moment in requesting your Lordship to send me a copy of the ratification and draft of 
certificate ; also a copy of my last despatch, No. 9. 

No other public papers have been lost, but of my private documents not one has 
escaped. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


Minute . 


slept. 


Send, and observe that he ought to have kept these papers in the room in which he 


August 2*, 1851. 


o. 5.) 


No. 220. 

Viscount Palmerston to Consul Plowden. 


Sir, Foreign Office , September 17 ( 1851. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 10 of the 24th of June last, stating that you 
had arrived on the preceding day at the camp of the Ras for the purpose of delivering to 
him the Queen’s Ratification of the Treaty signed on the 2nd of November, 1849 ; but 
that during the night the place of your residence had been broken into by robbers, who 
carried off a box containing the ratification and other papers. 

I lose no time in sending you, according to your request, a duplicate of Her Majesty’s 
ratification, as well as of my despatch transmitting it, and a copy of your despatch No. 9 
of this year. But in so doing I cannot help observing that you ought to have kept those 
important papers in the room in which you slept 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) PALMERSTON 
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No. 221. 

Dr. Bike to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received October 20.) 

K Mj Lord, 34, Gumming Street , October 16, 1851. 

ON the 21st of August I had the honour of addressing to your Lordship a “ Private 
and Confidential ” letter, with three inclosures, on the subject adverted to in my previous 
letter of the 20th of June last. 

Not having yet been favoured with an acknowledgment of the receipt of my last 
communication, I now beg leave to inquire whether your Lordship still retains the opinion 
expressed by Mr. Addington on the 11th of July, in his reply to my former letter, that 
there is not any political reason which need prevent me from giving publicity to the 
information originally intended to have been communicated to the British Association 
at its meeting at Ipswich in the beginning of July last, and imparted to your Lordship in 
my said letter of the 21st of August. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES BEKE. 

— 

No. 222. 

Lord Stanley of Alderley to Dr. Beke. 

Sir, Foreign Office , December 5, 1851. 

I AM directed by Viscount Palmerston to return to you the memoir contained in 
your letter of the 21st of August last, and to state to you that his Lordship is sorry to 
have kept it so long, but he has only now found time to read it. 

I am to add that Lord Palmerston sees no political objection to your reading this 
paper to any literary or scientific society. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) STANLEY OF ALDERLEY. 


No. 223. 

Dr. Beke to Lord Stanley of Alderley. —(Received December 9 ) 

My Lord, 34, Camming Street, December 8, 1851. 

1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s letter of the 5th 
instant, returning to me the memoir submitted to Viscount Palmerston in my letter of 
the 21st of August last, and informing me that his Lordship sees no political objection 
to my reading that memoir to any literary or scientific society. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) ' CHARLES BEKE. 


No. 224. 

Circular, December 31, 1851. New Form of Address for Despatches to Secretary of 

State. 


A 
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1852 . 


No. 226. 


Circular, February 27, 1852. Appointment of Earl of Malmesbury as Secretary of State 

for Foreign Affairs. 


No. 226. 

Circular, April 20, 1852. Amended Paragraph of General Instructions. Additional 

Volume of Hertslet’s Treaties. 

No. 226 a. 

Afr. Herries to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received April 22.) 

My Lord, India Board , April 21, 1852. 

WITH reference to the letter which Viscount Palmerston addressed to the President 
of the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of India on the 25th November, 1850, I 
have the honour to transmit, for your Lordship’s information, a copy of a despatch, dated 
the 22nd ultimo, from the East India Company’s Political Agent at Aden to the Secretary 
of the Bombay Government, together with a copy of a letter from the King of Shoa to 
the Political Agent, written in November last, returning the box of 300 sovereigns which, 
by Lord Palmerston’s desire, had been delivered to the King of Shoa. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. C. HERRIES 


Minute. 

The King of Shoa wrote to the Queen in 1849 to say that if Her Majesty had 1,0 
or 1,500 dollars at hand, he would be obliged to her for them either in silver or in gold. 
Three hundred sovereigns were accordingly sent to Mr. Murray, to be forwarded to Shoa 
with a letter from Lord Palmerston to the King. 

Foreign Office , April 22, 1852. E. HAMMOND. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 226 a. 

Captain Haines to the Secretary to Government , Bombay. 

Sir, Aden, March 22, 1852. 

I HAVE the honour to report that on the 20th instant I was surprised by the 
messenger of the King of Shoa returning to me the box containing 300 sovereigns (two of 
which only were injured, one cut in half the other had been put in fire and filed), with a 
letter, the substance of which, translated, is annexed for the information of Government. 

2. The messenger claimed from me 100 German crowns, as the King of Shoa declined 
remunerating him : this I declined, stating that he was sent by the King, and had not been 
employed by me. 1 thanked him for the box, and gave him a receipt, at the same time 
expressed my astonishment and regret at the ignorance of the people of Shoa. He stated 
that the King was exceedingly angry when it was found that merely a small box was sent 
him. “ Why,” exclaimed he, u the Commander Harris brought my father presents that 
required 160 camels to carry them, while to me they send a box of brass coins ; why should 
the son be differently treated from the father ? ” 

3. The messenger then asked for powder, 6hot, and guns, to which I informed him I 
could only obey orders, and I must now wait for further orders. He left Aden immediately, 
leaving the sovereigns in my possession. 

4. May I request the orders of Government on the subject ? I will communicate the 
above to the Honourable Charles Murray, C.B., Consul-General in Egypt, from whom I 
received the sovereigns for transmission to the King of Shoa. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) & B. HAINES. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 226 a. 

The King of Shoa to the Political Agent at Aden. 

Praise be to God. 

MAY the refreshing coolness of the north wind, and all health in sickness, attend 

Srto” an t£ th t beneficent> the mo9t beneficent, the leader of aT’learned 

aoctore ; the peace of God on him. Amen ! 

sent nn?;/® ®! ate ,? 0U you ^ b y thc band * of Hadji Ibrahim whatyou had 

h nnf ♦ , ,!i g0 ? f 8 \ H asked y° u ‘ U reached me, and I took hold of it and found 

it became h™l d ' I.M “ “ the 1 cu , t J one in two - but could not make it out gold 
It became brass. I told you to send red gold that would not tum to brass. I send this 
back to you by the hands of Hadji Shehern. 

fHe j' d ^‘beffher is the friend of the son ; our affection for each other has been 

ShXl\7i Wh r F ' t T benefi ‘ break ^ off? I put between us Hadji Ibrahim 

Shehem, as agent. Even if our friendship is yours, let there not be enmity between us. 

Written on Sunday, the month of Sulfur (November 1851). 

___ ! ( SeaI - Dedjasmaj Jeleel bin Saleh Selassee.) 


No. 226 b. 

The Earl of Malmesbury to Mr, Herries. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 21st instent 
inclosing a copy of a despatch from the Resident of the East India Company at Aden ffom 

h P H ar8 M hat f t ^ e A Kmg ° f Sh ° a haS returned the box of sovereigns sent to the 
by He , r Ma J est y ; s Agent and Consul-General in Egypt, under instructions from 

directed ? h ° a; a ? dIhave t0 request that the Resident maybe 

convenient opportumty m qUeStl ° n ’ a " d itS C “- thi ° Office by thc first 

I am, &c. 

_ (Signed) MALMESBURY. 


No. 226 c. 

(No 13 ) ^ C ‘ A MUrTtty 10 ^ EaH ° f Malme,lmr y—(Rfceiv f d May 3.) 

My Lord, « . ... 

, li H m VE . the honoiir t0 inf orm yonr Lordship that agreeably to ^stniction^ received 
from the foreign Office m a despatch dated July 4, 1849??forwarded to Captain Haines 

Political Agent at Aden, .100 sovereigns to be transmitted by him, on the first favourable 
occasion that might occur, to the King of Shoa. * 1 c favourable 

I hJJZZ tHe h ™Tf f ° ^^.berewith, copy of a despatch, with its inclosures, which 
have lately received from Captain Hames, from which it appears that his sable Maiestv 

Ca.iteh? H P ? n ,tt | at ° Ur i n gl, l h S ° Ve , reigns are made of brass - has returned them to 
Captain Haines, who now holds them subject to the orders of Her Majesty’s Government 

m * he am °unt in question has been passed in the Treasury accounts of the year 1849 
Her Majesty s Government will probably not desire that it should be diverted from its 
P ur Po s ?» and » a8 the ignorant native Prince seems unable to appreciate the donation 
in its present form, perhaps your Lordship will think it advisable that Captain Haines 
should ascertain what articles would be most desired or valued in Shoa, and should be 
deposfr 611 l ° pUrcha8e and forward 8uch articles to the amount of the sum he now holds in 

Waiting your Lordship’s further instructions, I have, &c. 

_ (Signed) CH. A. MURRAY. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 226 c. 

Captain Haines to Mr. C. A. Murray. 

non to I the V KiM e of°Sh Ur £ ^ y °“ thl “ thc 300 80verei 8 ns ^ousevtZe for’transmis- 
"2. ‘ he K,n « 0f Shoa have b «a> returned under the impression that they were brass 


/ 


120 i 


l 


A copy of the King’s letter to me, with my report to the Government of Bombay 
annexed, will explain particulars. 


I have, &c. 

(Signed) S. B. HAINES. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 226 c. 

The King of Shoa to Captain Haines. 

[See Inclosure 2 in No. 226 a.] 

Inclosure 3 in No. 226 c. 

Captain Haines to the Secretary to Government , Bombay, March 22, 1852. 
[See Inclosure 1 in No. 226a.] 


No. 226 d. 

The Earl of Malmesbury to Mr. C. A. Murray. 

Sir, Foreign Office, May 8, 1852. 

I HAVE to acquaint you, in reply to your despatch No. 13 of the 15th of April, that 
the Resident of the East India Company at Aden will receive instructions to send back 
to this country the box with the 300 sovereigns returned to him by the King of Shoa. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) MALMESBURY. 


No. 227. 

Circular, June 7, 1852. Lights for Vessels. 


No. 228. 

Consul Plowden to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received June 14, 1852.) 

(No. 11.) 

My Lord, Ya Ginteet , October 26, 1851. 

THE rainy season having interrupted all communication since my last despatch of 
June 24th, I inclose a copy of that document, as it may not have reached your Lordship. 

The Has is still quiet at Bichana, and no movements can be made by any of the 
chiefs for another month. 

I have received no despatches from England since last March: I have posted 
messengers at Massowah to receive any that may arrive, and bring them immediately. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 229. 

Consul Plowden to Mr. Bidwell.—(Received June 14.) 

(No. 1. Consular.) 

Sir, Lam gee , January 1, 1852. 

I HAVE the honour to state that I have been at my post in Abyssinia, and in the 
execution of my duties, during the whole of the three quarters, ending respectively on the 
30th of June, the 30tb of September, and the 31st of December, 1851. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 230. 

Consul Plowden to Mr. Bidicell.—(Received June 14.) 

(No 2. Consular.) 

Sir, Lamgee, January 1, 1852. 

I HAVE the honour to state that I am unable to send in my usual certificate for 
the quarter ending 31st March, 1851, as I have not yet received an answer to my 
application respecting twenty-nine days’ absence at Jiddah on public duty during that 
quarter. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed; WALTER PLOWDEN. 
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No. 231. 

Consul Plowden to Mr. Bidwell.—(Received Jim# 14.) 

(No. 8. Consular.) 

®* r * Lamgee, January 1, 1852. 

I BEG to state that I have drawn on Her Majesty’s Treasury three sets of bills, pay. 
abJeto my order, at thirty days after sight, dated respectively the 30th of June, 30th of 
.September, and 31st of December, 1851, for one hundred pounds each, 100/. being on 
account of my office and house-rent allowances for those quarters, as authorized by 
Viscount Palmerston. 3 

I have Sec 

(Signed) ’ WALTER PLOWDEN. 
No. 232. 

Consul Plowden to Mr. Bid well.—(Received June 14.) 
o. 4. Consular.) 

T Lamgee, January 2,1852. 

1 BEG to acknowledge the receipt on the 19th December, of your despatches 
Nos. 1 and 2 of the 8th July, 1851, and shall attend to your instructions respecting the 
account of my travelling expenses. 

I have, See. _ 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


o. 5. 


ir. 


No. 233. 

Consul Plowden to Mr. Bidwell.—(Received June 14.) 

Consular.) 

______ Lamgee, January 2,1852. 

1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt, on the 19th December, 1851, of your 
Circular, with amended instructions regarding public accounts. 

I shall study to obey these instructions in every respect. It will not be possible for 
me, however, to send in my accounts within the prescribed limits of a fortnight, when, as 
at present, I am at a distance from the coast; as, on account of the very unsettled govern¬ 
ment and difficulties of travelling in the interior of this country, it is necessary for me to 
leave all Consular documents or archives at Massowah. 

Immediately on my arrival there I shall obey the orders with which I am furnished. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 234. 

Consul Plowden to Mr. Bidwell.—(Received June 14.) 

(No. 6. Consular.) 

Lamgee , January 2, 1852. 

I HAVE received, on the 19th December, 1851, your Circulars, as follows 
Circular of 30th April, 1851, with inclosed pamphlet on the law of storms. 

Circular of 28th May, 1851, with inclosure, regarding the working of the new 
navigation law. 

Circular of 24th June, 1851, with altered instructions respecting leave of absence. 

[ have Sec 

(Signed) ’ WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 235. 

Consul Plowden to Mr. Bidwell.—(Received June 14.) 

(No. 7. Consular.) 

Massowah, April 7, 1852. 

I HAVE the honour to state that 1 have been at my post in Abyssinia, and in the 
execution of my duties during the whole of the quarter ending on the 31st of March 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER p LOWDEN. 
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No. 236. 


^No. 8. Consular.) 


Consul Plowden to Ur. Bidwell.—(Received June 14.) 


To. 8. 

I BEG to state that I have drawn on Her Majesty's TreasunMuiet o/”wil«’ 

allowanc^’theQua^ren^rg S^djfcfft fljj SS g °d a 13 / 

orter, at thhtft^ after SJhUbTlS. ^ °“ ,h8t day> W able to m y 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 



8 


Consul Plowden to Ur. Bidwell.—(Received June 14.) 

No. 9. Consular.) 

SHH®! 

»aiiKSM: re ■* »• **- 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 238. 


(No. 10. 
Sir, 


Consul Plowden to Mr. Bidwell.—(Received June 14.) 

Consular.) 

I have, See. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 289. 

Consul Plowden to Mr. Bidwell.-(Received June 14.) 

(No. 11. Consular.) 

Sir, | > * iH 

f t ,852 - 

of British ien P 1851 ’ atte nt,on to Acts respecting the desertion 

Circular of December 26,' 1851’ ft?"* *««*• «d navigation. 

Granville, as havi^a^S 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 
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No. 240. 

Consul Plow dm to Mr. Bidwell.—(Received June 14.) 


t 


o. 12. Consular.) 

Massowah , April 8, 1852. 

I HAVE the honour to state that I have been at my post in Abyssinia, and in the 
execution of my duties, during the whole of the quarter ending March 31, 1852. 

I have, See. _ 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 241. 

Consul Plowden to Mi. Bidwell.—(Received June 14.) 

(No. 13. Consular.) 

Sir, 

Separate. 


Massowah, April 8, 1852. 
THE number of my* despatches in the past year is three Consular and eleven 


I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 242. 

Consul Plowden to Viscount Palmerston.—(Received June 14.) 

(No. 1.) 

My Lord, Massowah , April 7, 1852. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge your despatch No. 3 of the 23rd May, 1851, 
received on the 5th instant, giving me leave to receive my usual allowances for the 
quarter ending March 31st, 1851. Also of your Lordship’s despatch No. 4 of the 23rd 
May, 1851. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


[No. 2.) 


No. 243. 

Consul Plowden to Earl Granville.—{Received June 14.) 


(No 

My Lord, Massowah, April 8, 1852. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge despatch of the 17th September, 1851, No. 5 
inclosing a duplicate of Her Majesty’s ratification of the Treaty concluded by me with 
the Ras of Abyssinia. 

I inclose two certificates of the receipt of that ratification by His Highness the Ras, to 
which his seals are affixed. 

I prepared two certificates, as 1 had no instructions respecting the language to be 
employed. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 
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No. 244. 

Consul Plowden to Earl Granville, No. 3,1852. 
[Not received.] 


No. 245. 

(No 4 ) COmI Pl0Wdt * *° JSaH OramiUe.—(Reetiwed June 14.) 

^ . . , Mastowah, April 10, 1852. 

. A i'KKNCH corvette of 32 gun* ha* bron frequenting the Red Sea for twelve month* 

Cbtftrf. ranCe h “ “° C ° mmerCe tLwe **“ the visit* was somewhat 

.. r ° n “ kfe/uit to Jiddah, the commander showed what purported to be a firman from 

coLt!^d t Uth0r r g the ® rectlon b y the French of certain forts on the African 

coas^and stated his wish to purchase some portions of land for that purpose. 

1 hough perhaps hi* statements may not have been strictly correct, yet as I am 
nearly certain that the French Government have the fullest intention of ’taking up a 
position on thus coast whenever practicable, and have no doubt that this corvette was sent 
expressly to collect every information in furtherance of that view, I think our Ambassador 

of SK5? * h0UW haVB c ° SDl “ nce of these movements, and have sent him a copy 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 246. 

Lord Cowley to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received June 4.) 

(No. 295. Confidential.) 

My Lord, d • r 

HAVING seen in some of the French newspaper* a report to the effect 4 'that a 
French vessel of war had entered the port of Jeddah m order to occupy a part effth 
upon the Amphilabai, ”* I went this morning to M. de Turgot to askhim^e could rive 
me any information upon the subject. Not being able to find him, I saw M. de Thouvenel 
who assured me that he had heard nothing of the reports in question. All he could state 
was, that a vessel belonging to the French squadron employed in the Chinese Seas h»fl 
been directed to enter the Red Sea on her wa? home, in order to Lk bv 
certain claim* which h ranee had against the Imaum of Muscat, with the settlement of 
which, as I understood him, the French Consul at Jeddah had been charged. There was 
riso a question respecting the treatment of some French missionaries in those parts The 
last accounts received at the Foreign Office from Jeddah represented the presWof toe 
French vesad as having sufficed to arrange these matters. F tn 

m. 

Aff 1 th * T Manne ha * e ^ vefl order. of which hi. eoll^ie"^ 
oSS? “ ‘ “ d ““ ’ b “ ^ onij b. „ hi,'»d“id“ 


I have, &c. 

(Signed) COWLEY. 
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No. 247. 

Mr. Henries to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received June 5.) 

My Lord, India Board , June 4, 1852. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit, for your information, an extract from a letter dated 
the 26th of April, which the Secret Committee of the East India Company have received 
from the Political Agent at Aden, reporting the movements of the French frigate 
u Eurydice ” in the Red Sea. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) J. C. HERRIES. 


Inclosure in No. 247. 


The Political Agent at Aden to the Secretary to the Secret Committee of the East Ind ia 

Company . 

(Extract.) April 26, 1852. 

THE French frigate corvette “ Eurydice,” Commodore Guerin, returned to Aden on 
the 16th instant, and left on the 18th for Bourbon. She has visited Massowah, Jeddah, 
Hodeida, and Mocha, and by native report I learn that at the two latter towns she left 
Vice-Consular Agents, and saluted the French flag, the Turkish authorities saluting the 
French flag also. 


No. 247 a. 

Lord Stanley of Alderley to Mr. Herries. 

Sir, Foreign Office, June 5, 1852. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Malmesbury to transmit to you herewith, for the infor¬ 
mation of the Commissioners for the Affairs of India, a copy of a despatch from Her 
Majesty's Ambassador at Paris,* respecting the appearance of a French ship of war in the 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) STANLEY. 


No. 247 b. 

Lord Cowley to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received June 8.) 

(No. 305.) 

My Lord, Paris , June 7, 1852. 

I MENTIONED this morning to M. de Turgot the conversation which I had had 
with M. de Thouvenel respecting the appearance of a French ship of war in the Red Sea, 
and the reports to which it had given rise, and he authorized me to assure your Lordship 
in the most unequivocal manner that the French Government, in sending a ship to those 
parts had no other object in view than to display the national flag, in order to give greater 
weight to the French Consular authorities who resided there. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) COWLEY. 



No. 247 c. 

Mr. Addington to Mr. Herries. 

Sir ' wrru r i - Foreign Office , June 8, 1852 

WITH reference to your letter of the 4th, and to my letter of the 5th instant, relaf 
to the appearance of a French ship of war in the Red Sea, I am directed by the Earl 
Malmesbury to transmit to you, for the information of the Commissioners for the Affi 
of India, a copy of a despatch from Her Majesty's Ambassador at Paris,• reporting 
substance of a conversation with the French Minister of Foreign Affairs upon t 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) H. U. ADDINGTON 


No. 247 d. 

Mr. Herries to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received June 9.) 

Mj L A . tJ , India Board, June 8, 1852. 

t -/Jr , the J ho “ our 4 to i acknowledge the receipt of the letters from vour Lordship, 
Lord Stanley, and Mr. Addington, dated respectively the 4th, 5th, and 8th instant, 
respecting some supposed designs on the part of France in the Red Sea. 

p » y * Ur Lord8 ! u P desire lt * 1 "*11 transmit these papers to the East India Company's 

Political Agent at Aden, and will instruct him to obtain all the information which he can 
upon the subject. But, at the same time, I must say that Captain Haines scarcely seems 
to need any instigation upon this point. I believe that he reports without fail any intelli- 
gence of the kind that he may hear ; and I have recently communicated to vour Lordship 
mforraation received from him respecting the movements of the French frigate “ Eurydice.” 
lhis, probably, is the vessel which has been magnified into the line-of-battle ship of 
IaU guns at Jeddah. ' 

. ! °u 8erv , e that Her Majesty’s Agent in Egypt gays, in his letter of the 18th of May, 
that there hag arrived here a young French naval officer, who gtates that he ia going out 
to Massowah as Consul, a post where the French have hitherto never had any establish- 
ment either of occupation or of commerce.” 

P f a ?w , wh ' C !’u7, ere t J ran L ,miU ? d to the Forc 'S n Office from this Department 
on the 4th of October, 1847, and the 4th of April, 1848, relating to the proceedings of 

the much in the Red Sea. mention is made of the residence at Massowah of a Consul 
belonging to that Power. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) J. C. HERRIES. 


Circular, June 24, 1852. Effects of Deceased British Seamen 


No. 249. 

Bishop Oobat to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received July 6.) 

Mj Vmvp k * r , . ?' CaW * (m Hows * Terrace, June 29, 1852. 

1 , the ho "°° r ^ forward to your Lordship two letters to Her Majesty, which 

nnZT. % > m !t I - b >: ,heir Ra* Ali and Dejajmateh 

r tW ° lnde l? l ndent Chtefs of Abyssmia, with a literal translation, the contents 

g .?r. a Y 8arn ^ l W ’H‘ thB T e P tioa of one two words, which do not in 
8ffect the > ettere h *ve no date, but I have reason, for supposing 

that they were written about the beginning of the present year, in consequence of a 
meeting of the two Chiefs at Gondar with the King and some of the most influential 
ecclesiastics of Abyssmia, m which meeting it was resolved that the two Chiefs should 

• No. 247 a. 
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write to Her Majesty the Queen of England, to ask her to authorize me to superintend 
and protect their countrymen visiting or residing in Jerusalem, and to authorize her 
representative to lend me his assistance when needed. 

The Ahyssinians not being in the habit of writing, your Lordship might have some 
difficulty to find out the precise purport of these two letters, and the practical point in 
question. 

I therefore take the liberty of forwarding to your Lordship the accompanying state¬ 
ment relative to the subject in question. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) 8. ANGL. H1ER0S0L. 


Minute s. 


This seems a very strange communication from the Jerusalem Bishop. He sends 
letters from Ras Ali ^ind Ras Wobi asking that he, the Bishop, may be authorised to 
protect Abyesiniuns in Jerusalem. With Bishop Gobat’s spiritual protection, Her Majesty’s 
Government, have, it is presumed, nothing to do. His licence from the Crown enables 
him to exercise his spiritual jurisdiction •* in Syria, Chaldtea, Egypt, and Abyssinia” There 
seems, therefore, no reason why he should notact as spiritual head of Ahyssinians resorting 


to Jerusalem. 

The Bishop, however, says that they mean to ask for Consular as well as Episcopal 
protection; but it is clear they do not want it for Ahyssinians, but with the view of recovering 
possession of some property which they allege they formerly possessed in Jerusalem, but 
all evidence in respect to which has been lost. 

Of course it would be useless to embark in an endeavour to support a claim which 
cannot be substantiated ; but if the Ahyssinians are, as it is stated, molested at Jerusalem 
the British Consul might be instructed to ask his good offices in their behalf, as members 
of a Christian Church having no recognised temporal protector at Jerusalem. 

It is strange that the two Ras should have applied to the British Government through 
the Bishop, and not through the British Consul in Abyssinia ; and it looks somewhat 
like an attempt to invest the Bishop with authority which should be confined to the 
British Consul. 

It will be necessary to guard against any controversy with the Porte respecting 
Abyssinia, which the Porte alleges to be a Turkish territory; but which we consider and 
treat as independent 

Foreign Office, July 7, 1852. E. HAMMOND. 


Reply that Her Mujesty’s Government undertakes to protect officially Ahyssinians upon 
the territory of the Porte, but will instruct Her Majesty’s Consul to use his good offices for 
them as members of our Church. That it is desirable that the Bishop should confine his 
interference entirely to spiritual influence. 

MALMlodUKY. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 249. 


Letter from Ras Ali to Her Majesty the Queen . 

(Translation) . . 

FROM the head of the judges, Ali, the Servant of God, the King of Kings, wh is 


one in the Godhead and three in persons. 

May this reach the Queen ol England ! How are you ? Are you well, equal to heaven 
and earth ? (That is, my desire for your well-being is infinite.) I desire and expect to 
be in friendship with you i may you also desire my friendship. What is it that, whilst 
you exist, my inheritance is taken from me l Ml hilst every one abides in his inheritance, 
i am denrived of mine. Now do (what is necessary) that I may not be deprived of my 
inheritance; (for) 1 have been deprived or the portion of ground belonging to Abyssinia 


(in Jerusalem). To be deprived of one’s inheritance is a hard thing; for the inheritance 
of the earth (of Jerusalem) is the inheritance of heaven. Let not my people (lit., my 
relatives) be deprived (of thrir own) during your reign. Let, I pray you. Samuel Gobat 
be their keeper, that my relatives may not be removed from my inheritance. I 
pray you (lit., the matter is now in your hand) send me word for whatever you want, and 
I shall send it* 



Inclosure 2 in No. 249. 


A Statement concerning the Present State of Ahyssinians at Jerusalem. 

THE Ahyssinians affirm, and there are hints in ecclesiastical history to the same 
effect, that in former times they had considerable possessions in Jerusalem, of which they 
have been deprived, so that now there remains only the convent called Deir Essultan (in 
which there are at present about sixty pilgrims) in their possession ; but that such property, 
of which they have from time to time been deprived, really belonged to them they cannot 
prove by any documentary evidence, unless such evidence could be found in the Archives 
of the local Government, for about twelve or fourteen years ago, when all the Ahyssinians 
residing at Jerusalem had died of plague, their library, containing many valuable manu¬ 
script books, was entirely burnt by order of Ibrahim ^nsha, with all the documents which 
might have served them to recover their property in these better times. I have myself 
seen the library twenty-five years ago, together with such documents; and that all those 
books and documents were consigned to the flames on the aforesaid occasion is most 
notorious in Jerusalem. The question, however, is not now about what was, I conceive 
irretrievably lost on that occasion, but about the consequences of that conflagration, and 
of the remedy thereof. 

When the last Abyssinian had died of the plague, about the year 1838, the Coptic 
priest took the keys of the Abyssinian convent and of a chapel belonging to it, at the 
instigation of the Armenian Patriarch, who has 6ince claimed the right to dispose of both 
the convent and the chapel. 

After these events new Abyssinian pilgrims arrived in such numbers that in the years 
1849 and 1850 their average number was never less than one hundred, many of whom 
were both intelligent and respectable. Yet they were treated like slaves, or rather like 
beasts, by the Copts and Armenians combined; they could never enter their own chapel 
but when it pleased the Armenians to open it; and on one occasion, in consequence of 
which I felt it my duty to interfere, they could not get their chapel opened to perform the 
funeral service of one of their number. The key of their convent having remained, since 
the plague aforesaid, in the hands of their oppressors, they were locked up in their convent 
in the evening until it pleased their Coptic jailor to open it in the morning, so that in case 
of any severe attacks of illness, which are frequent there, even in small families, they had 
no means of going out to call for a physician. 

Things were in such a state when, about two years ago, I received letters from the 
King of Abyssinia, from Ras Ali, Dejajmatch Oobeay, and several influential priests, asking 
me to take their convent and the pilgrims under my jurisdiction and protection, to choose 
one of the pilgrims, whom 1 considered most fit for it, end appoint him head of the con¬ 
vent, responsible to me alone, &c. To this I answered that I was most willing to give 
good advice, and to do for them all that was in my power as a friend to their people and 
country, where I had formerly been hospitably received, but that I could do nothing for 
them officially, unless I was authorised to do so by the Queen of England. And now it is 
in consequence of this hint that Ras Ali and Dejajmatch Oobeay were requested by the 
Kingf and a meeting o! priests and others, to write to the Queen, as they now have done, 
to ask her to authorise me and (although the writer has forgotten it) the Consul of Jeru¬ 
salem to take their countrymen and their convent under our superintendence and 
protection. 



# The above m a literal translation of Ras Alia letter to Her Majesty. Dejajmatch Oobeay'* latter contain* 
eiactly the same, with the omission of the last sentence. 

t The King, being of the ancient Royal family, is much respected and beloved by the whole people { bat he 
has absolutely no power. . 
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No. 260. 

Chevalier Bunsen to the Earl of Malmesbury.—{Received July 6.) 

Royal Prussian Legation , London, 

My Lord, 9, Carlton House Terrace, July 5, 1852. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose a letter of the Lord Bishop of Jerusalem, transmit¬ 
ting to your Lordship petitions directed to Her Majesty by the two independent Chiefs of 
Abyssinia, Has Ali and Dejajmatch Oobeay, and accompanied by a statement on the subject 
of the claims of these Chiefs who ask for the Queen's protection.* 

As the protection granted by the British Government to these influential men, whose 
claims seem just, would essentially contribute to promote the authority of the bishopric of 
Jeiusalem, in which Prussia and England take equally great an interest, I take the liberty 
to recommend this question to your Lordship’s kind consideration. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) BUN8EN. 


No. 251. 

The Earl of Malmesbury to Bishop Gobat. 

My Lord, Foreign Office , July 10, 1852. 

I HAVE had the honour to receive your letter of the 29th of June inclosing two 
letters addressed by Ras Ali and Dejajmatch Oobeay to the Queen in pursuance of a 
resolution adopted at a meeting stated to have been held at Gondar between those Chiefs, 
the King, and some of the most influential ecclesiastics of Abyssinia, to the effect that 
Her Majesty should be requested to authorize you to protect and superintend their 
countrymen visiting or residing in Jerusalem, and to authorize the British agent residing 
at Jerusalem to lend you his assistance for that purpose when required. 

I have to state to you in reply that Her Majesty’s Government cannot undertake to 
protect officially the natives of Abyssinia who may chance to be residing in the territory 
of the Sublime Porte. But Her Majesty’s Consul at Jerusalem will be instructed to use 
his good offices for them in case of need, as members of a Christian church in spiritual 
communion with the established church in this country. 

In regard to yourself, the licence from the Crown under which you were consecrated, 
enables you to exercise spiritual jurisdiction as well in Abyssinia as in Syria; and I think 
it on every account desirable that, as a purely spiritual authority, you should confine your 
interference in behalf of Abyssinians visiting Jerusalem exclusively to spiritual matters. 

I am, &c. 

* (Signed) MALMESBURY. 


No. 252. 

The Earl of Malmesbury to Chevalier Bunsen. 

M. le Chevalier, Foreign Office . July 10, 1852. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 5th instant 
inclosing a letter from Bishop Gobat, communicating memorials addressed to Her 
Majesty by two independent Chiefs of Abyssinia, and I have the honour to transmit to 
you under flying seal the reply which I have returned to Bishop Gobat’s communication.f 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) MALMESBURY. 


No. 253. 

The Earl of Malmesbury to Consul Finn. 

(No. 2.) r 

gj,., Foreign Office , July 10, 1852. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith copies of a letter, and of its inclosures, which I have 
received from Bishop Gobat, ^nd of the answer which I have returned to it,{ respecting 
• No. 249. t No. 251. ; Inclosures in No. 249; and No. 251. 

--- ^ ^ 
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the wish which seems to have been expressed by the Rulers of Abyssinia, that the 
natives of that country visiting or residing at Jerusalem may be taken under British 
protection. 

In pursuance of what I have stated in mv letter to the Bishop, I have to authorize 
you, in case of need, to use your good offices for the protection of any Abyssinians who 
may chance to be in Jerusalem, as being members of a Christian Church in spiritual com¬ 
munion with the Established Church in this country. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) MALMESBURY. 


No. 254. 

Circular, July 12, 1852. Lights for Vessels. 


No. 255. 

Consul Plowden to Earl Granville.—(Received Auqust 6.) 

(No. 5.) 

My Lord, Massou/ah , June 15, 1852. 

HIS Highness the Ras has begged me to forward to Her Majesty the Queen a copy 
of the Psalms of David, in the Geez language, which as a specimen of Abyssinian writing 
and binding may not be uninteresting. 

The Ras requests that a book may be sent to him of the same size filled with blank 
white vellum, such as that on which was written the ratification by Her Majesty of the 
Treaty concluded with a scroll border of an inch round each page and gilt edged. 

He also requests a double-barrelled rifle, with powder, caps and lead, and a large 
musical box, the first sent being broken. 

I have, &c. * 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 



Minute. 

Colonel Phipps to Mr. Addington. 

My dear Sir, Osborne , August 26, 1852. 

THE Queen commands me to say that she hopes that the request of the Ras, 
mentioned in Mr. Plowden’s despatch of the 15th June, will be complied with. 

Believe me, &c. 

(Signed) C. B. PHIPPS. 


No. 256. 

Consul Plowden to Earl Granville.—(Received August 6.) 

2 To. 6.) 

y Lord, Masaowak, June 20, 1852. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose some remarks on a few points of the social system 
of Abyssinia that bear directly upon the Treaty we have concluded with His Highness 
Ras Ali. So peculiar is that system; so difficult to assimilate to European ideas—a 
difficulty felt by Bruce, and the cause, perhaps, of his ill-reception in England—that 
each despatch must swell to a volume should I endeavour to explain it in all points of 
view ; nor will it ever be thoroughly understood until, by proximity, a free and frequent 
communication take place betwixt the two nations. 

I may, by affording such information as I possess, induce each to think more, 
perhaps more favourably, of the other ; but no efforts of mine can annihilate the 3,000 
miles that interpose, or the more fatal barrier of the Turkish domination along the line 
of coast. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 












Inclosure in No. 256. 

Remarks on the Social System of Abyssinia, in some points bearing upon the Treaty lately 

concluded. 

IN speaking at all of Abyssinian institutions, it must be remembered, as a general 
key to tneir peculiarities, that the form of government and its military spirit are 
feudal; whilst in the laws and customs, the Jewish institutions are everywhere 
traceable. 

The title of Ras signified, in the times of prosperous and hereditary succession, the 
Prime Minister and Commander-in-chief of the Emperor, and the highest rank in the 
Empire. 

The Ras now claims the right, as then possessed by him, of appointing all other 
Chiefs of Provinces, and officers of every kind, at his will and pleasure: and having a 
sufficiently commanding force at his disposal, is, in fact, master and king of the country, 
the form even of consulting the Emperor having been disregarded for many years. 

Amidst the conflicts, however, of great families, whose members claim the hereditary 
Chieftainship of different provinces, and whose name will at any moment conjure into 
existence a numerous army for rebellion or rapine, the Ras is obliged to employ a subtle 
and tortuous policy, rather than violence, in order to retain his control over those fierce 
warriors—his equals by birth, impatient of a superior, and in some instances sufficiently 
powerful to be nearly independent. The resemblance is apparent to the times of Louis XI 
of France and his rebellious vassals. 

Each Chief holding the rank of “Dejajmatch,” quasi Duke, appointed by the Ras, or 
as often only obtaining his consent after a successful contest with his own immediate 
rivals, is entire master of all sources of revenue within his territory, with full power 
really of life and death, theoretically vested in the Ras alone. His feudal subjection 
consists in the obligation to send, from time to time, some presents to his superior, and 
to bear his shield; that is, to follow him to war with as large a force as he can muster; 
against private enemies he is generally expected to protect himself. He takes tolls from 
all merchants passing through his district. 

The most powerful of those feudal inferiors of the Raj is the Dejajmatch Oobeay, 
Chief of Yemen, who having added by conquest the whole of Tigr<$ and other Provinces, 
has become in point of warlike equipments fully the equal of the Ras, possesses every 
avenue leading from the interior to the sea, and acts in every respect as an independent 
Sovereign, though still nominally subject to the Ras, and paying to him a small yearly 
tribute of 5.000 to 10,000 dollars. 

The immediate troops of the Ras consist of a number of petty Chiefs, governing 
one, two, or more villages, who imitate as far as they dare the independence of the 
greater Barons, and who take the field, when called on, with 5 or 500 men, according to 
their means. 

Besides those, who are numerous, the Ras has his matchlock men, and four or five hands 
of rude and disorderly soldiery, his guards. From the lax system of government, and 
the manner of paying these men by quartering them on the country-people, with instruc¬ 
tions to levy so much grain or other property, it may be supposed that these undisci¬ 
plined troops, when at a small distance from the camp, are almost equally independent of 
the Ras, and frequently are simply organized bands of robbers, the rather that after the 
commission of any profitable crime they have but to reach the camp of some great feudal 
Chief at a distance from the Ras, and by entering his sendee obtain perfect immunity, 
or, would they enjoy in case their spoil, to take shelter in the nearest well-reputed 
church, which is inviolable as the “ city of refuge” of the Mosaic Law. 

Regarding the collection of duties, each Chief claims them as part of his revenues, 
excepting those levied at Gondar, Adowah, and a few other towns, collected by an officer 
called the “Negadeh Ras,*’ who p^ys a fixed sum yearly to the Ras or Oobeay, and 
extorts as much as he can from the merchants for his own profits. 

Custom-houses, or rather passes, have been established in Abyssinia on every spot 
where Nature in that mountainous country has confined the road to some narrow defile, 
not to he avoided without an immense detour, if at all, and near some commandng 
elevation where a good look-out can be stationed, or perhaps at a brook fordable only at 
one spot; and as the different Chiefs sometimes give orders on the sudden to allow no 
one to [>ass, great trouble ensues, not only to merchants, but to all wayfarers. Frequent 
quarrels, and even deaths, occrir at these posts, always kept by armed men, and it requires 
no little temper and knowledge of the country to avoid these inconveniences, or to send 
messengers, &c., to any distance in safety. 
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A merchant starts from Massowah for Basso, the last mercantile station to the 
southward of Christian Abyssinia; he pays at Massowah the import or export duty to the 
Turkjsh Governor: he must then engage a guide from the Shohos, an independent tribe 
inhabiting the hills near the coast, and in possession of the only passable roads winding 
through defiles for fifty or sixty miles ; according to the agreement made, and his appear¬ 
ance, wealthy or otherwise, he may pay this guide from 10 dollars to A dollar. Arriving 
then m Oobeay’s dominions, he wUl be stopped four or five times Wore he reaches 
Adowah, and on each occasion must arrange with those in charge of the tolls as he best 
can as regards payment, the amount being arbitrary, and the system in fact one of lega¬ 
lized plunder. ® 

On arrival at Adowah he pays certain more regulated duties to the Ncgadeh Ras of 
town, a douceur, moreover, being expected as the price of a friendly settlement of 

After meeting the exactions of several minor posts he will next have to pay at 
e town of Doobaruk, in the Province of Waggcra duties on the same scale with those 
o . < u..ah, generally about l dollar per mule-load of merchandize, and being then clear 
ot the territories of Dejajmatch Oobeay, enters those of Ras Ali, whose tolls commence 
at Ixondar. Here the duties are nominally somewhat settled, though long disputes 
almost invariably occur, and after three or four more detentions and payments on a 
8 ?J 1 e . r . Rcale ln Bcgenider, he passes the Nile, and arrives in the domains of the ('hiefs 
ot Oodjam or I >amot. These may be in a state of entire rebellion or of sulky submission 
to the Kas: as the latter case they pay him a fixed tribute, he does not interfere with 
tneir toll-levying, and the merchant must disburse at some eight or ten more stages of 
his journey ere he can reach Basso. 

It is needless to dwell on the danger to the merchant in the case of revolted Chiefs 
who plunder indiscriminately, and from whom, even if captured, the recovery of an? 
property is hopeless. As tolls are taken each way at the places mentioned, all these 
observations apply equally to exporting as to importing. 

„ A ., code ° f ca J !c(l , the *• Feth Negust,” said to have been compiled by the 
Council of Three Hundred, in the earlier a-cs of the Church, and regarded originally 
as of aimost equal authority with the Sacred Writings, is the guide of the Abyssinian 
Chiefs m their decisions as judges. The twelve “ Licks " of Uondar originally formed 
the >upreme Court o. Justice, a Court of Final Appeal; but the office ceased with the 
power of the Emperors. 

The “ Feth Negust ” is now expounded by some learned priest or scribe, and there 
are few in the country competent to the task. It is frequently consulted, more after the 
fashion of the “ bortes Virgilian*,” the book being opened with solemnity, and the first 
passage found that appears to bear upon the question, being hastily dressed to suit the 
case in hand and present an aspect ot oracular wisdom; in this light it is at least 
regarded by the uninformed multitude, that is, the whole nation, save the priesthood and 
it is invariably set aside when the passions or whims of the presiding Chief seem to 
require it, ® 

On the accusation of any man in Abyssinia of any crime, he has the right to demand 
to be heard m the first instance by his own Judge, that is, either the Chief of his village 
or the master to whom he is attached for the time being, and to be forwarded to his 
residence, together with his accuser, by any authority to whom he shall appeal in the 
King 8 name. 

Strangers may be judged by the district Chief or the Chief paramount, as they may 
choose ; m every way the final right of appeal to the Supreme Ruler exists, but the Ras 
not being strong enough to enforce this right at present in the case of Oobeay, the 

hL C ’^w 8 °u that ,? h,e f considered final. The Chiefs of the Agows of Lasta. called 
the \\ agshoom, and the Chief ot kwora, on the borders of Sennaar, although feudally 
subject to the Ras, claim also this privilege of final judgment; but with these exceptions 
e greatest ( hiet may, on the complaint of a peasant, be summoned from any distance 
« Af PP w r at tRc R £ 8 .' 8 Court ’ and be obl 'g ed personally to answer the charge before the 

♦Al’ a ’» eg 2 08, t 0r Kl , n g’ 8 mouth ’ an officer wbo bears 411 cases ’ an<1 reporta them concisely 
to the Has for his verbal decision. r 

securft!^,,™ a T? t i k)D lL bef ° r ? f the P leadin S 8 commence, both parties must give 
for ? Ted °i 4116 Af -»- Ne g<x»” These bails or securities are answerable 

the mincill 1 '!" ° f j he “"‘ence whatever it may be, or must suffer it themselves should 
in rdrt abscond. But at the end of the trial these first securities may declare off 

L Xild ^;i^ e ^ Cipala ’ and 0there mUSt fonnd: *» ° n] y alternative to 

In all suits, civil or criminal, there is no prosecution by the Crown, and no police of 

- 2 L 
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any kind. The party aggrieved must lay the accusation, find out the aggressor, seize him, 
and convict him as he best may. 

The Mosaic law of blood for blood being in full force, when a man is convicted of 
having killed another, whether purposely or by accident, or in self-defence, he is handed 
over to the relatives of the deceased to be put to death by them, unless they can be 
persuaded to accept the blood-money, a similar sum being also paid into the Royal 
Treasury. It not unfrequently happens that no relation is found sufficiently near of kin 
to interfere in the matter, and the homicide then escapes scot-free. With the greater 
Chiefs there is generally a desire to administer justice impartially, when not embarrassed 
by some political motive. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 257. 

Circular, August 12, 1852. Trade Acts. 


^ No. 258. 

Consul Plowden to Mr. Bidwcll.—(Received August 31.) 

(No. 14. Consular.) 

Sir, Massowah, June 10, 1852. 

I HAVE the honour to advise you that I have this day drawn on Her Majesty’s 
T reasury, a set of bills under this date, payable to my order at thirty days after sight, for 
the sum of 171/. 16s. 8</., being on account of my travelling expenses in Abyssinia, 
an authorized by Viscount Palmerston in his despatch, Consular, No. 2 of the 8th July, 
1851. 

1 inclose a copy of the daily expenses, which will be sent also to the Commissioners 
for auditing the public accounts on the 31st December next. 

My knowledge of the country havini: enabled me to confine my expenses within very 
narrow limits, I trust that Her Majesty’s Government will not find them unreasonable. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


Inclosurc in No. 258. 

Account of Travelling Expenses in Abyssinia from April 20, 1851, to April 5, 1852. 


1851. 
April 20 


23 


26 

•27 

afl 




G. C. 

IfiRl 



G. C. 

Hides and packing 


8 


Wages in advance to servant# to clothe 


Porters’ wages to Adowah 

., 

6 


themselves 


11 

Provision* for followers for the road . 



Sword sheaths .. 

, , 

2 

Cloths at Massowah for servants 

, , 



Horse for a servant 


12 

Servant of Naib 



16 

Coni .. 

,, 

1 

Camel hire 


1 


House rent in Adowah 

• 

6 

Guides 


4 


Presents at do. .. 

• • 

7 

Cloth. 


1 


Wages in advance 

• • 

4 

Milk, sheep, S.C., &c., on journey 

to 



Sewer for saddle repairs .. 

% • 

3 

Adowah 


mm 


Hafiai of Hallat, for house rent and 


Present at Hal Ini 




services .. 

, , 

7 

Do. ut Gecra Ternai 




Wages in advance .. 

• 

2 

Present to servant of Dejaj Oobeay . 

11 

17 

Blacksmith 

. , 

2 

Market, sunuries 


i 


Tanner 


2 

Repair of guns , ., 


3 


Ropes 


1 

Mieep, butter, honey, &c.. See. 

, . 

7 


House rent on account of servants, 


To Abyssinian Amharic writer 


5 


Adowah 


2 

Change into cloths, as small money 



Shield and spear 


2 

for roads 

• • 

6 


Amharic writer 


1 

Corn .. 

• • 

4 


Wages in advance 


13 

Shields and spears 

# • 

5 

18 

Ditto, ditto 


25 

Honey 

a » 

2 

19 

Sundries 


2 

Butter 


l 

June 1 

Horses for three servants 


28 

Ropes for loading mules .. 

• • 

1 


Wages in advance 


12 

Blacksmith 

• • 

1 


Present# to Oobeay‘s servants 


5 


i 


131 


June 1 
3 
10 


July 1 
29 

Aug. 11 
14 


20 

28 

Sept. 14 


Oct. 6 


Not. 3 


Sundries 

Porters* wages .. 

Wages in advance 
Mule for aervant 
Oobeay a aervant 
Honey .. 

Small change in salt* 
Sheep 

Messenger* to Massowah 
Provisions for road 
Wage* in advance 
Ditto, ditto 
Honey 

Servant of Dejaj Gosho 
Markets, sundries 
Wages in advance 
Coffee 

Corn .. .. 

Butter 

Sheep 

Corn .. •. 

Wages in advance 
Ox . • •. 

Sheep, butter, onions, Ac. 
Present to blacksmith 
Sundry provisions 
Honey . • 

Wages 

Sheep .. 

Sundries .. 

Paper 

Honey .. 

Markets 

Honey 

Wages . .. 

Present .. 

Shield 

Wages 

Servants, for sundry pro 
Small change into salts 
Amharic writer 
Paper 

Wages in advance 
Sewer, wages .. 

Honey 

Grass for thatching 

Sheep 

Present 

Wages in advance 
Butter 
Zeph corn 
Barley 

Horse for servants 
t Change into salts 
Wages in advance 
I Honey 

Sheep • • 

Corn .. 

> Donkevs 

Mule for present 
Wages in advance 


WageB in advance 



1851. 
Nov. 17 
21 
27 


l | Dec. 7 



1852. 

Jan. 1 


2 Feb. 8 
2 I 9 



Mar. 1 
7 


8 | April 1 



Market, sundries 
Wages in advance 

Ditto .. .« 

Sundries 

Wages 

Porter's wage* .. 

Honey •. 

Sundries 

Shields 

Wages 

Sundries 

Shields 

Wages in advance 

Honey •. 

Sundries . • 

Wages 
Ditto .. 

Amharic writer .. 
Present .. 

Corn • • .. 

Ditto.. 

Honey .. 

Presents .. 

Wages 

Butter 

Wages 

Present •. 

Honey 
Zeph corn 
Wine.. 

Wages 

Sheep .. 

Thatching 

Sundries 

Calico for tent*.. 
Corn .. 

Wages .. 

Market, sundries 
Corn .. 

Honey . • 

Corn, zeph 
Sheen 

Sundries . . 

Bichana .. 

Markets 
Saddle 

Wages .. 

Shield •• 

Wages in advance 
Bags.. 

Coffee 

Horse for servant 
Wage «in advance 
Market 
Wages 

1 Goal .. .. 

Wages in advance 
Arrears of wages:— 
Due to men .. 

To maid servants 
To boys 


Exchange at Aden—German crowns, 458 per 100/. = 171/. 16#. 8J. 




. 787 


(True account.) 

(Signed) 


WALTER PLOWDEN. 
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No. 259. 

Consul Plowden to Mr. BidwclL—[facetted August 31.) 

(No. 15. Consular.) 

T . _ _ Massowah, June 30, 1852. 

1 HAVE the honour to state that I have been at my post in Abyssinia and in the 
execution of my duties during the whole of the quarter ending this day. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 

No. 260. 

Consul Plowden to Mr. Bidwell .—(. Received August 31.) 

(No. 16. Consular.) 

Massowah, June 30, 1852. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that I have drawn a set of bills on Her Majesty’s 
Treasury under this date, payable to my order at thirty days after sight, for the sum of 
100/. sterling, on account of my office and house-rent allowances, as authorized by 
Viscount Palmerston. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 

No. 261. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received August 31.) 

£No. 17. Consular.) 

My Lord, Massowah , July 22, 1852. 

I BEG to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Addington's circular of the 31st December, 
1851, ordering that ull despatches should be addressed directly to the Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs, and inclosing the new form of address. 

I inclose the cancelled paragraph as directed. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 

No. 262. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received August 3 1.) 

S fo. 18. Consular.) 

y Lord, Massowah, July 22, 1852. 

I BEG to acknowledge your circular of the 27th February, 1852, notifying to me 
the appointment of Earl Malmesbury to the seals of the Foreign Office. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 

No. 263. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Malmesbury .—( Received August 31.) 

S fo. 19. Consular.) 

y Massowah, July 22, 1852. 

I BEG to acknowledge the receipt of your circular of the 20th April, 1852, 
inclosing:— 

1. Under separate cover an additional volume of Hertslet’s Treaties, which has not 
yet reached me. 


/ 





2. An amended paragraph to be substituted for the 29th section of the General 
Instructions. 

1 return the cancelled paragraph as directed. 

I have, Ac. ‘ 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 264. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Malmesbury. —( Received August 31.) 

(No. 20. Consular.) 

My Lord, Massowah , July 22, 1852. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose the paragraph 30 of the General Instructions, with 
its inclosure No. 34, cancelled by your circular of the 24th June, 1851. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


Consul Plowden to the Earl of Malmesbury.—{Received August 31.) 

S Io. 21. Consular.) 

y Lord, Massowah, July 24, 1852. 

AT the request of Mr. Macqueen, I have made the inclosed sketch of some districts 
little known to geographers. 


It is not a finished map that I could present to Her Majesty’s Government, and 
would require at least two more dangerous journeys to enable me to perfect it. I there¬ 
fore request that, with your Lordship’s sanction, it may be forwarded to Mr. Macqueen.* 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 266. 

Two Circulars, September 13, 1852. Instructions to send quarterly instead of weekly 
Returns of Agricultural Produce; and respecting Evidence to be taken under Foreign 
J urisdiction Act. 


No. 267. 

Consul Finn to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received September 18.) 

(No. 7. Political.) 

My Lord, Jerusalem, August 17, 1852. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of your Lordship's despatch No. 2 
dated 10 July, authorising me, in case of need, to use good offices in favour of the 
Abyssinian community in Jerusalem. 

1 shall very willingly attend to those instructions in favour of the poor and oppressed 
people, but I fear it will often require delicate management in using those friendly offices, 
since they have powerful enemies in the rich Armenian community and the vindictive 
Copts, and are themselves of very hot temperament. 

Especial delicacy will be required if they should undertake to rebuild or make repairs 
in the convent. 

Ou»- benevolent aid will be certainly misunderstood, for the Oriental ecclesiastical 
establishments will not fail to regard this species of protection as an indirect step of the 
Protestants towards gaining a portion of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, which they 
could not obtain otherwise. The Abyssinian Convent covers part of the sanctuaries, 
especially the reputed place of finding the crosses. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) J. FINN. 


Seat to Mr. Mtcqueen, September 2, 1852. 



■ 


NOQNOI ‘331^0 
















Minutes . 


He if most carefully to avoid taking any steps which may seem intended to obtain for 
the Protestant community a portion of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. 



Let the warning be most explicit. 

M. 


No. 268. 

The Earl of Malmesbury to Consul Finn. 

S ffo. 4.) , 

ir, Foreign Office, September 28, 1852. 

WITH reference to your despatch No. 7 of the 17th of August, I have to instruct you 
most carefully to avoid taking any step which may seem intended to obtain for the 
Protestant community at Jerusalem a portion of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) MALMESBURY. 


No. 269. 

Circular, December 28, 1852. Appointment of Lord John Russell as Secretary of State 

for Foreign Affairs. 



No. 271. 

Circular, March 1, 1858. Sending Prisoners home for Trial. 


No. 272. 

Circular, March 31, 1858. Passports. 


No. 278. 

Consul Plowden to the Bari of Malmesbury.—(Received April 29, 1853.) 

(No. 22. Consular.) 

My Lord, Massowah , September 30, 1852. 

I BEG to inform you that I have this day drawn on Her Majesty’s Treasury a set of 
bills for the sum of 1001., being on account of my office and house-rent allowances for the 
past quarter, as authorised by Viscount Palmerston. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 274. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Malmesbury.’—{Received April 29, 1853.) 

(No. 23.) 

My Lora, Massowah , September 30, 1852. 

I HAVE the honour to state that I have been at my post in Abyssinia and in the 
execution of my duties during the whole of the quarter ended this day. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 275. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received April 29, 1853.) 

g To. 24.) 

y Lora, Massowah, November 5, 1852. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that a firman has been obtained by the French 
Government from the Sultan, granting permission to the Roman Catholic Mission of 
Abyssinia to choose ground at Massowah whereon to build a chapel. 

The fanatical population of this island naturally protested, and the Governor took 
this excuse for a delay in the execution of the order. In reality he wished to gain time, 
the order from the Pasha of Jiddah being, as usual, worded ambiguously, and directing 
him to examine and report if the permission contained anything prejudicial to the local 
interests of the Turkish Government. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 276. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received April 29, 1853.) 

(No. 25.) 

My Lord, Massowah, December 14, 1852. 

I BEG to inform you that the island of Massowah and its neighbourhood are in a 
very unsettled state; the Pasha is nearly incapable; the troops, having murdered one of 
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their officers, in a state of semi-revolt; the Naib, who kept the *iam land in order, in 
chains; and to add to the confusion, an invasion is openly threatened by the chief of 
Tigrl. As it is exceedingly probable that this threat will be executed, I would call your 
Lordship's attention to the following points :— 

First, that the numerous and ill-disciplined troOps Of Dejaj Oobeay will probably 
involve my house and property on the main land in the common destruction, though their 
chiefs are all on the most friendly terms with me 

Secondly, that if I receive private information and warning from the Amhara camp 
of the movements of the expedition, whose success depends upon their secresy, it 
becomes a very delicate point whether I withhold or afford that information to the people 
of Massowah. 

Thirdly, should the Abyssinians, from personal consideration for me, spare my house, 
I shall be attacked by the Turkish Governor as residing at Massowah whilst in league with 
the enemies of his Government. 

These difficulties proceed from two causes; first, that the Turks claim the sove¬ 
reignty of the main land, not possessing the least power to protect that territory from the 
attacks of even a feeble foe. 

Secondly, that 1, bein^ appointed Consul in Abyssinia, am obliged for a portion of 
the year to reside at Massowah, in the hands of a nation more or less always at war with 
Abyssinia, from the fact that there is no other port on the coast where I can with safety 
deposit my papers, or keep open a correspondence with Europe. 

I have &c. 

(8igned) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 277. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received April 29, 1853.) 

(No. 26.) 

My Lord, Massowah, December 15, 1852. 

HAVING recently travelled in the independent districts to the northward of 
Massowah, along the coast of the Red Sea, the following facts I think it right to com¬ 
municate. 

These tribes were formerly subject to the Emperors of Gondar, and one station of 
importance was in the country of the Hababs, where extensive ruins are still visible of 
stone houses. At present, from want of protection, these tribes have no fixed habitations, 
and are equally persecuted for tribute by Turk and Christian. For the same reason they 
have, within the last hundred years, seceded from the Christian and adopted in great 
measure the Mahometan faith, as being that of the nearest of their tormentors. 

I know from the mouths of many that they would be happy to return to the faith of 
their fathers, literally speaking, as many even of the present race bear Christian names; 
but they must then be able to claim a Christian protector. 

The way in which this might be effected I have already more than sufficiently 
pressed on Her Majesty’s Government; I shall therefore limit myself to the communica¬ 
tion of any interesting fact such as the above that may fall under my notice from time to 
time. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No 278. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received April 29, 1853.) 

(No. 27.) 

My Lord, Massowah , December 31, 1852. 

I HAVE the honour to state that I have been at my post in Abyssinia, and in the 
execution of my duties during the whole of the quarter ended this day. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 



t 
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No. 279. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received April 29, 1853.) 

(No. 28.) Massowah , December 31, 1852. 

My T have the honour to advise that I have this day drawn on Her M^jes^y’a Treasury 
♦ f > ;11« nt thirty days after sight, payable to my order, lor the sum ot 100 /. sterling, 
be^ng^naccoun^of office ^ipenses aiuHiouse rent Allowances, as authorised by Vmcount 

Palmerston. t haTe> &c . 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 

No. 280. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Malmesbury .—(Received Apnl 29.) 

2* 0 - 1 - Consular.) Massowah, January 2, 1853. 

y I BEG to inform you that the number of my despatches in the last year was thirty- 
four, being six in one series and twenty-eight in anot “ e £ ave &c 

(Signed) ^ ’ WALTER PLOWDEN. 


2 


No. 281. 

• Consul Plowden to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received April 29.) 

Massowah, January 24, 1853. 

y L WITH reference to my despatch No. 24 of the 5th November 1852, l have further 
>V l in reiere 1 p * rnthnlic mission here has converted its residence at Mon- 
to inform you ^“^m towTh oA the main land, into a chapel, by mounting 

fc-r Jias ty x a$x - *. 

Contic Hiffh Priest of that country considers that his own title is more valid, 

ru»rmit tho Roman Catholic priests to enter the country, except on the conditions that 

they do not pretend to say mass in his churches, nor to ordain priests and deacons in is 

these terms do not suit the Catholics, a great outcry is raised about the cruel 
persecution they suffer. j huve &c 

(Signed) ’ WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 282. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received April 29.) 

(No. 3.) Massowah, January 24, 1853. 

My Y* HAVE the honour to inform you that one of the great vassels of Has Ali, named 

^a —■ S-T*. 

“"R’Mail'S.'p,,™bi. *bj«i»U,l.i.hopS»U. 

will be in nowise endangered. j Jiavc &( , 

(Signed) ’ WALTER PLOWDEN. 
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No. 283. * j 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received April 29.) 

g To. 4.) 

y Lord, Massowah, February 12, 1853. 

REFERRING to my dispatch No. 3 of the 24th January last, I have further to state 
for your Lordship’s imformation, that, in addition to a Roman Catholic Bishop of 
Abyssinia, there has also been appointed a Bishop of the Gallas, with several assistant 
priests. 

This person has at last entered into the Galla county, south of the Abyssinian 
province of Godjam with one companion. I have written to Godjara for further and exact 
information; and must point out to your Lordship how vigorous is this step, in comparison 
with the fruitless squabbles of our Protestant Missions, by which they first wasted their 
time, and then lost their footing—squabbles with a corrupt nation, studiously kept in 
ignorance by an all-powerful, numerous, and unprincipled priesthood. 

With two Bishops, some ten or twelve priests, and a large command of money, your 
Lordship will see that the Romish Church is not inactive in this quarter, being in its 
secular affairs also supported by the strong arm of France. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWLEN. 


No. 284. 


Consul Plowden to the Earl of Malmesbury .— (Received April 29.) 

(No. 5.) 

My Lord, Massowah, February 13, 1853. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Circular of the 24th June, 
1852, respecting the remittance of the money and effects of British seamen dying in foreign 

ports. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 285. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Malmesbury. — (Received April 29.) 

No. 6.) 

y Lord, Massowah , February 13, 1853. 

I BEG to acknowledge receipt of Circulars dated the 7th of June and 12th of July, 
1852, inclosing copies of notes and amended notes by the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty respecting the lights to be carried by sea-going vessels. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 




No. 286. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received April 29.) 

(No. 7.) 

My Lord, Massowah, February 13, 1853. 

I BEG to acknowledge the circular of the 12th August, 1852; also, of your two 
Circulars of the 13th September, 1852. To which instructions I shall pay every attention 
possible. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 287. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received April 29.) 

2*°* r 8 '), Massowah, February 13, 1853. 

The NUb who has still some family influence, went to the meeting, and haa 
^rtXpacm^th^'people ; the expedition proposed to Amphylla has, however, been 

postponed taMaMjFv 8carcelv , foot of g^d beyond their fortress, the Pasha 

it?? replied, thaTftad LlnfonnsZ on^that jSST “ £ 

certain that botlf Egypt and Constantinople have never ceased to covet the posae*.on of 
that tine country. x ^ &c 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 288. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Malmesbury.— (Received April 29.) 

(No. 9.) Massowah, February 15, 1853. 

y PKPFRR1NG to mv despatch No. 4 of the 12th February, 1853, and to my despatch 

No 2 of the 24th JanuZ K the honour to statethat, in consequence of the deputes 

No. 2 of the 24 th January i nav Ab • d the Roman Catholic Miss.on, it appears 
52TS SviKtt JiddTsLed a Coptic merchant who was pro^dmgto 

fi£k Pt ^^r v^tlnz^'l^yp^^'toofber qmutCTS.'and'havUiglwWin obtaining shearing, 
Salama, after wnting to Egyptami looiner ^u . d ^ Q ^ the propert y G f the 

French \ iclf-Cons u 1*oLJMdah, and placed them in the hands of an 

sssiAXs ..,. .b— 

that Having^ieceivcd from the Aboona a copy of the latter letter. 1 enclose translations of 
i ° th An information having been laid at the French Consular Agency of Ma'sowah to the 

c P - H - g e the a se“ure of theCoptic 

asr 5 J ;feter ^ 

inhabitants of Massowah publicly expressed to abandon that idea. 

i have rjz°:z *&&& ^ ^ ** 

of very'naturnUv thwarting the intentious and efforts of the Roman Catholic Propaganda, 
and Would also say for the consideration of Her Majesty s Government, that from lm 
; n Ahvssinia the friendship of the Aboona Salama is. to me, absolutely 

SSssary and that friendship has hitherto never wavered, serving me well in maintaining 
necessary, ana i and also that the somewhat inconsiderate proceeding ot the 

have jeopardized the interests ot all European, m 
St W the Aboona to see that 1 at least did not participate ,n hui sent,- 

ments * I have, Ac. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 
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Incloeure 1 in No. 288. 

The Aboona 8alama to Consul Plowden. 

(Translation.) 

FROM the Aboona Salama, Papas of Ethiopia, to our esteemed friend the English 
Consul at Massowah, may God bestow on you health. We write this to you to say that we 
heard from you, and you requested to know the reasons of our detention of the profit? 
of Mr. Rocher, French Consul at Jiddah, and if it could not be set free; and we inform 
you that we have seized these effects after having suffered much injustice at the hands of 
that Consul, who seized, on account of me, a Coptic merchant named Hajjee Khayr, and 
this man had already been seized at Massowah by the Padre Felixios and the French 
Agent. Padre Pasquale, who brought the false testimony of men converted to their 
creed to prove that the effects of the said Hajjee Khayr belonged to me ; and I received 
letters through the French Agent from the Governor of Massowah, the Kadi, the Mufti, 
and Padre Felixios, stating that a servant of Felixios had run away with much property, 
and had taken sanctuary with us, and that we must have received that property, which 
they valued at 300 German crowns. In consequence of these letters, we seized the thief 
and took from him all the money and effects we found, in the presence of all the most 
respectable persons in Adowah, and the thief made oath after the usage of the country 
that there were wanting only 96 German crowns. We then had the man chained, and 
sent all the property we had found to Massowah, with letters to the Governor requesting 
him to set free Hajjee Khayr, and we offered in the space of four months to receive from 
the thief if possible, the remaining 96 German crowns, and to send them ; which 
proposition, however, the priests would not accept. We therefore sent the thief in 
person chained, to the Governor of Massowah, but they also would not receive him ; and 
the Governor then according to law called a council of the Kadi, Mufti, and principal 
merchants, who unanimously decided that Hajjee Khayr should be allowed to continue his 
voyage; and the thief himself declared in their presence that I had received no portion 
of the missing property, and that he had entered my house empty-handed. And so the 
question was finished at Massowah, and Hajjee Khayr departed for Jiddah, and on his 
arrival there was again seized by the French Consul because we have no Agent or other 
person there interested in us, and the Coptic merchant has been now arrested there a year 
and two mouths, and all his effects are spoiled and four slaves arc dead, and he himself is 
very sick from grief and hunger. And before we caused the seizure of the effects of 
Mr. Rocher, we wrote to you and to your vakeel and to M. d’Abbadie, and no one did 
anything for us. In consequence, finding property belonging to him at Halay, we seized 
it by the judge of the county, you being witness of the seizure, in all nine mules laden 
with kusso, and we seized it that the right might appear, and when you can, do you and 
the French Consul that is coming to Massowah judge between us according to law-, and if 
you find that wc arc in the wrong 1 submit myself to your judgment, and will not resist 
your orders, and will even pay four for one; but without this just proceeding of the law 
I will not abandon that which I have seized, and if other people and effects belonging to 
the Franks arrive in this country I will seize them also to obtain redress; and as you 
have requested me to release the effects of Mr. Rocher, why should you not rather use 
your influence to obtain the release of Hajjee Khayr, which would be more just and in 
accordance with vour general character, and the benefits you have conferred on the 
Abyssinians, causing even Christians to be restored from slavery to their country. And 
1 now pray you to finish justly this affair, and as I before said I am obedient to any 
orders that may be given jointly by the French Consul of Massowah and yourself. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 288. 

The Aboona Salama to the French Consular Agent at Massowah. 

(Translation.) 

ABOONA SALAMA to the respected agent of France at Massowah. 

We write to you respecting the affair of the Copt, Hajjee Khayr. When he was at 
Massowah, the priest Felixios instituted a suit against him, on account of an Abyssinian 
servant, and saying that the goods of Hajjee Khayr belonged to the Aboona Salama. 

The priest Felixios and the Aboona Salama not being of the same creed, Dej^jmatch 
Oobeay ordered Felixios to quit the country, that there might not be two Aboonas in 
Abyssinia. 

* The servant of Felixios, who had been also with the Roman Catholic Bishop, 
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Massaja, came to my house and shortly afterwards Hajjee Khayr was seized at Massowah 
People were shortly after sent to me from the French Consulate to demand the effecte 
brought by the said servant, which we immediately ordered hun to dehver up m the 
presence of all the respectable inhabitants of Adowah, and he gave them up. 

After this the priest Felixios said that he still demanded 300 German crowns, 
and we sent him the man himself ^his servant) to Massowah, where he publicly 
stated the entire innocence of the Aboona Salama in this affair, and on his statement the 
authorities of Massowah unamiously decided that Hajjee Khayr should be set at liberty ; 
and when the said Copt arrived at Jiddah he was again seized thereby the French Consul, 
in consequence of a letter sent by the priest Felixios, and I have now efltete 

of theConsul of Jiddah, to elicit the truth, and you, and the English Consul, and 
M d’Abbadie, should consider this matter. Seeing that Hajjee Khayr is now arrested 
since a year and more, and his goods have been sold at auction and at a great loss, and that 
none have been found to render justice, or to set him at liberty, we have therefore taken 
possession of some goods belonging to the French Consul at Jiddah, trusting to God and 
fo you for the recognition of the right, and this seizure has been made legally and 
authorized bv the king (i e. Dejajmatch Oobeay), and we have written all these tilings to 
the English Consul and to M. Arnauld d’Abbadie. 

Inclosure 3 in No. 288. 

Consul Plowden to the French Consular Agent at Massowah . 

^• r August 24, 1852. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge a letter of the 19th August, in reply to which 
I have to say that some mules and kusso belonging to M. Rocher, V ice-Consulor 
Consul, I believe, of France at Jiddah ; but, I presume, merchant in AbywiUjM 
seized at the suit of the Aboona Salama and placed in the hands of an officer of Dejajmatch 

Oobeaye Salama has repeatedly informed me of a most extraordinary seizure and 

sale of his property at Jiddah ; as I could not assist him in that matter, he has taken 
this means of obtaining justice, which, he states, was refused to him at the French 
Consulate of Massowah. Whether he has justly detained the goals or not, is 1 presume, 
a matter to be argued before Dejaj Oobeay by M. Rocher or his representative. I do 
not believe that any persons are detained or imprisoned as you are pleased to state. 

Considering that the Aboona Salama had declared his intention of seizing the pro¬ 
perty of all Europeans in Abyssinia, on account of M. Rocher’s proceedings at Jiddah. 
I am not particularly sorry for the step he has now taken In reply to your protest I have 
the honour to state that the release of the goods depends on Dejaj Oobeay and hereby 
declare that as far as l am concerned I have no claim or arrest on them, and they may he 
taken awav at any time by the owners without hindrance or impediment from me. In 
consideration of a national friendship, which you will permit me to say, 8 Jy le ™ y ol,r 
letter is not much calculated to illustrate, I beg to offer my good offices with the Aboona 
for the amicable settlement of this affair. This, however, will of course depend on some 
satisfactory explanation being given to the Aboona regarding his property detained in 
Jiddah I believe more than a year. I must confess that I do not see why any dispute 
with the Aboona Salama could not have been settled at the Consulates of Massowah, nor 
what the French Consulate of Jiddah, where the Aboona could not answer tor himself, 
had to do with affairs occurring in Abyssinia. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 289. 

Circular, June 15, 1852. For Return of Fees. 
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No. 290. 

Mr. Addington to Consul Plotaden. 

o. 1. Consular.) 

Foreign Office , June 16, 1853. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State to acquaint you that your despatches to 
No. 28 Consular, inclusive, of last year, have been received at this office. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) H. U. ADDINGTON. 


(Nc 

Sir, 


No. 291. 

Consul Plow den to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received July 2.) 

(No. 10.) i 

My Lord, Massowah, March 23, 1853. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose a short statement of our present relations with 
Northern Abyssinia. 

I have much difficulty in presenting the information I would give, in a concise form, 
as I know of nothing that I can refer to, analogous with the singular institutions of this 
country. 

I have received no reply to my despatch No. 6 of June 20, 1852, with an inclosure, 
upon similar matters, as bearing upon our Treaty with the Ras Ali. 1 trust that your 
Lordship will now deem it fit to examine both the reports, and to furnish me with instruc¬ 
tions that shall consider the difficulties that I have endeavoured to point out, and inform 
me, as far as may be deemed expedient, of the views and intentions of Her Majesty’s 
Government here. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


Inclosure in No 291. 

Statement of Relations with Abyssinia. 

WE have effected a Treaty of Amity and Commerce with Ras Ali, Ras of Begemder, 
and Chief of Northern Abyssinia under its present feudal system. The power of the Ras 
of Begemder dates nearly from the overthrow of the Ahtyee, or Hatze, or Emperor of 
Gondar, by Ras Michael. 

The present Ras, though no other Chief is powerful enough to encounter him in the 
field, can only retain his title by the maintenance of a large army and coustant wars against 
his rebellious vassals. Of all the inferior Chiefs, “ whose title is Dejajmatch,” the greatest 
is Dej^jmatch Oobeay, who, partly by the concurrence of the Ras, and more by subtlety, 
fortune, and the force of arms, governs with absolute sway the country from near the coast 
of the Red Sea to Gondar, and from Lasta to Sennaar. 

The only conditions that should prevent him from being regarded as an independent 
sovereign, being, his title of Dejajmatch held from the Ras, and the payment of a tribute 
of money to him yearly, as his feudal superior. Otherwise the Ras does not interfere with 
his rule over these vast provinces by which he commands every avenue to the interior of 
the country available for trade or |>olicy. 

The Ras is engaged in the siege of a hill-fort in God jam now for four years, and 
another Chief in rebellion, after gaining two battles, has pillaged Gondar, and rendered all 
communication with Godjam circuitous or dangerous. 

It is now doubtful if the Dejajmatch Oobeay will be faithful to his allegiance, or rebel, 
in the hope of seizing the supreme power. In the latter case, the whole land will bristle 
with arms, and all communication become impossible. 

Such is the present political state of Abyssinia, as far as need now be related. 

The Treaty with the Ras is signed and ratified, but its advantages, and those of 
appointing a Consul or other officer in Abyssinia, are modified, almost neutralized by the 
position and power of Dejajmatch Oobeay, together with some other circumstances. 

The Consul should be able to protect the trade of British subjects in the interior, and 
to exercise some jurisdiction over those that may travel there. 

First, is this possible? Secondly, has Her Majesty’s Government sufficiently 
considered all that may occur in the execution of those duties ? 

* a . * _ ’__ 
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The Ras is disposed to give the Consul all the facility in his power; but his good 
intentions cannot be executed without difficulty always, in his own turbulent camp, 
and under the most favourable view cannot have effect m the territories of Oobeay. 
For instance, that Chief might refuse a passage through his dominions, and the Ras would 
not perhaps be in a position to eniorce it. 

Not now considering the difficulties on the coast before a merchant can arrive in 
TurrA even should Oobeay be not in revolt, he is entitled to levy duties when and where 

* a * - *-*- Lzzz Chiefs, each possessing the same power in his 

misslavny ” or locum tmsns governs Tigr€, who 
indifferent to the Ras and his Treaties. In 

little controlled that 


he pleases. Again, under him are minor 
district. Also in his absence a 
is for the time absolute, and perhaps very 

some wild and half-governed Provinces the collection of revenue is so 

it is little better than open robbery. ...... 

Native merchants all travel well-armed, and pay black mail to any rebel chiel of 
force on their road, also frequent fights occur, as lately when the party of one of the 
principal traders of Gondar had a pitched battle with the Negadeh-Ras, or “ chief of the 
merchants,” of that town, in which many lives were lost, and no one was ever punished. 

In the provinces of Ras, occupied as he constantly is, in his battles and marches, all 
is confusion, sometimes even in his camp; nor could any efforts of mine guard a stranger 
against the danger that ensues from the little value that Abvssinians, especially the 
soldiery, set on human life; nor from the constant and embarrassing quarrels that rise in 
a moment from an insignificant word to a bloody contest. 

I would not say that my influence, with tne Ras and with Oobeay, has no power, 
sometimes to avert, sometimes to repair such difficulties and perils; but it is not on a 
system of such dangerous adventure that wo can establish a trade. It teems also that 
Her Majesty’s Government should regard this matter in a future and general light, and 
not from the vantage ground of any personal weight I may possess. 

Moreover, 1 would not have it thought that a Consul here can act on the regular 
and well-understood rules of our Consulates in the Mediterranean; much must be left 
to his own resources, much must be modified to suit the exigences of a dozen chiefs, of 
half-savage tribes, ignorant of all European institutions or feelings, and the want of a 
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will sacrifice all things to cupidity. The Dejajmatch Oobeay, hitherto the noblest of the 
race, has just seized some rifles, the property of a French traveller (M. d’Abbadie), and it 
was at one time thought that he was about to seize his person. He offered some frivolous 
excuses for this act, but was simply allured by the value and beauty of the arms. He had 
always professed friendship and respect for this gentleman, but desire of gain is the 
predominating passion of most Abyssinians, often stifling some fine qualities. Such a case 
might occur to a British subject or a British Consul to-morrow. 

A last great difficulty of all political and commercial business in this country is that 
no transactions are carried on in writing ; no receipts are given, no records are kept, a 
short note on the simplest subjects, or a list of the property in the chiefs Treasury, being 
all that is attempted ; in fact, the priests alone can write. All affairs must, therefore, be 
conducted viva voce , thus involving for the smallest matter long and painful journeys, as a 
blundering messenger would only create confusion ; yet this last is their only mode of 
transacting business, and many messengers are generally occupied in correcting the errors 
of the first 

Having shown, therefore, that some Chiefs are almost independent of the Ras Ali, 
that the country generally is badly governed and dangerous, that the Consul himself must 
travel armed, that the power of the Ras is only effective where his army camps, that personal 
interviews are necessary for each affair, and that the powerful, who should protect 
strangers, and enforce the laws, are themselves little to be relied on, it must appear that 
the Consul has a sufficiently difficult tusk to retain his post, and cannot aid others so 
effectually as he would wish. 

I have not mentioned the Priesthood to avoid prolixity, as also holding that it is the 
Consul's duty to remain on good terms with this body that rules the ignorant mass and 
the superstitious chiefjpins with resistless force, and whose cunning enmity, backed by all 
the powers of denunciation and interdict, no stranger could for a moment withstand. 

The general aspect of feeling in the nation may be thus described : The chiefs, with 
the exception of the Ras and Oobeay, regard us with more or less curiosity as white 
men, and with indifference generally, save when they think to profit by an appearance of 
friendship thut no nation can more cordially assume. These, with the populace, naturally 
believe t he full superiority of Abyssinians over all other races, of which, indeed, they know 
but few, and the monks who visit Jerusalem studiously conceal all truth from the common 
people, whose darkness is their gain, and lie directly to flatter their chiefs. Under these 
circumstances an European can at present only be valued for those qualities that may 
command respect amongst a people vain and ignorant of the world without, but singularly 
acute in their appreciation ot personal character. Having therefore no fear or love for us, 
as a nation, they turn their eyes upon that which is more visible, our wealth. Indeed, as 
we have done nothing for Abyssinia, or for its people, as we neither aid them in war, 
politics, or mercantile pursuits, neither protect them nor can injure them, it is difficult 
to sav on what ground their chiefs should desire our alliance, save for such gain in money 
or presents as we may bestow. If these presents are too numerous they excite suspicion, 
if too few they induce coldness, and if they cease utter indifference ensues. The other 
reasons for the little impression that can be effected by one man are these: The absence of 
genius, activity, or invention amongst themselves, though there is no lack of acuteness. 
The extreme ease in general of procuring a livelihood, and the recklessness and insouciance 
of their character, manners, customs, and a way of thought that, whatever convulsions the 
Government may occur are unchangeable save by some strong external influence, and 
hitherto the impossibility that such an influence should penetrate into countries so 
far from the circle of human progress, that most of their inhabitants regard the sea-coast 
in the hands of the hated Turk with a vague and strong terror, and as being nearly the 
limit of the known globe. In the mouth of prince or peasant on? phrase answers every 
criticism on their condition and every proposal for improvement, “We are content to be 
as our fathers were before us,* an idea not strange nor disheartening, but for the present 
insurmountable. 1 will add that the Abyssinian nature being indulgent, strangers in general 
are treated with kindness and forbearance, and much liberty is allowed them iu some 
degree, often from a shade of contempt, sometimes also from a vague and uneasy sensation 
of fear in a few of the more thoughtful natives. 

Could we present, however, some efficient proof of our national existence and friendly 
views, and have free and quick intercourse with their traders, no nation would be more 
docile or more eager for that intercourse, but when the fame ot England is only a myste¬ 
rious rumour amidst the cloud of ignorance that darkens the land of Abyssinia, it must 
rather alarm than attract. I dwell not on the constants efforts made by others to give 
that alarm a solid and dangerous character, by pointing to India, to our navy, or to our 
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amWrinn Partly successful in Shot, these intrigues have hitherto failed here, but a 
smalUndiscLon on the pert of any officer of the British Government mtght soon gtve 

them With h Lard to the other duties of a Consul, 1 have touched upon them in the 

inclosure^to between^an Eogtishmui and any other European both 

wnnlH nmbablv be referred to me by the Ras; but here again he could not order 
Dejajmatch Oobeay, and even some other chiefs, perhaps proud of their feudal nght o 

jurisdiction, an importance that exceeds my powers to deal with, to 

induce Abvssinian witnesses to leave their country would be impossible. , 

The case of an English subject accused by an Abyssinian would be referred 
Consul • but it would be no small inconvenience for the defendant to travel perhaps 
or 400 'mUes to the Consulate, and an Abyssinian, to whom the journey would be a 
oastime might often make a frivolous accusation for the pleasure of distressing 1m 
opponent ™ nor could any punishment be provided for ^^.■tbei.igmsnet consonance 
whh their ideas and customs, to which respect must be paid by the Consul. 

Vice vend, if an English subject accuse an Abyssinian, the latter has the right. to 
be examined first bv his own master, “ all men claiming the ranki of^ gentlernan o r soldier 
being judges in their own household,” and then to appeal to the highei chiefs. At all 
such examinations I may of course be present, if near at baud. 

In the establishment of the Ras all suitors crowd into an open 
reoresentative sitting at some distance, or on an elevation. No pomp or state appears, 
St guards with "sticks to keep back the crowd and select the next ease from the 
struggling mass of applicants, some of whom, not having the means to bribe, may wait 
months to obtain a hearing. These guards distribute their blows freely, and without 
respect of persons ; and the scene is not agreeable m this point to our 
though the highest in the land may be seen standing here, answering on equal terms th 
poorest peasant. Nor do I impugn the principle of this apparently equal justice, nor 

could I with propriety demand another course. , . 

I have had no'affairs in which British subjectswere concerned, but being then in 
Godjam, the Ras sentenced a Frenchman to pay the price of blood instead of hi* servant 
the actual homicide, who had escaped. As the matter could not 1 byP*°*y. I 

presented myself in court, and became security for the money. 1'he alternative to the 
Frenchman was chains; and the spectacle of a white man m that state would have gone 
far to neutralize the respect yet paid to us in Godjam, though in the province ot 1 gr 

European reputation is not very high. , . , . 

I say. spectacle, as prisons are unknown, the person being chained to another 

provided either by his accuser or by the judge, and being therefore always in publici view. 

With regard then to the second point proposed. The Consul can to a certain extent 
carry out his judicial authority, the difficulties being the extent of country, the impossi¬ 
bility of arranging by letters, and the inability in any important case to send witnesses 

abroad.i matter8 \ i, ave dwelt upon for the information and consideration of Her 

Majesty’s Government, though hitherto scarcely any British subjects have visited 
Abyssinia, and those have left without any call for my interference. , « , 

I have mentioned that the boundaries of Northern Abyssvnm, at present defined as 
the districts inhabited by Christians, do not reacli by ninety or one hundred miles to he 
Red Sea at any point. This interval is occupied by various more 
Adaiel, the Azobo Gallas, the Arcya Gallas, the Danakil, the laltals, the Shiho, the 
Habab, and the Arab tribes of the Beni Ameer; these have adopted more or less strictly 

the Mussulman faith, and are all, excepting the Gallas, wandering tribes, living by their 
flocks or their camels, governed by no master, and occupied with incessant feuds or 

combats i ^ d . gtr . ct occupied bv the Shiho is the nearest route to Abyssynia, and 

the most practicable. It is indeed the only one desirable, seeing that it bears direct y on 
Massowah. the only good harbour I believe in the Red Sea from Sowakin to the Straits 

of Bab-el-Mandeb. . . , ... , „ , , _ 

These tribes of Shiho furnish guides to all passers for half-a-dollar each, and cten 

conduct a party for the same sum; rich native caravans pay accordmg to the.r riumlKirs 
but always moderately, and a white man is of course considered fair booty to be fleeced 
according to the extent of his ignorance or bis fears. Though vexatious by their delavs. 
they are never known to rob or ill-treat any voyager; they fulfil strictly their contract of 
safe conduct through their terrritories into Abyssinia, and no reasonable Jtom can finci 
















fault with their moderate charge for this. It is true that occasionally the Taltal tribe* 
make an incursion, and plunder travellers not well armed, in spite of the Shiho, watching 


their occasion when the warriors of the latter tribe are engaged elsewhere; but this 
impugns not their good faith, having never been suspected of collusion. 

They acknowledge no superior, save the elders of the tribe in council, now that the 
Naibs of Arkeeko are politically extinct. 

The Turkish Government occupying the island of Massowah, their Pasha here claims 
also the coast for fifty or sixty miles inland, and forces various feeble tribes in those 
limits to pay tribute, but, in return, affords them no protection when devastated by the 
Shiho, or the ruthless soldiery of Ooheay. These people are, therefore, sufficiently 
miserable and poor. 

I was appointed Consul in Abyssinia, but without a seaport for my correspondence, 
and with little safety for my archives in that country; not knowing also how I should be 
received. I was obliged to establish a base of operations at Massowah, by leaving an 
agent there to forward my correspondence, and to take care of my archives, as much 
baggage would be very inconvenient. 

My agent committed suicide, and, on my return, I found there was no house in 
Massowah that I could hire, even as a temporary residence; the town being only a 
collection of the most miserable 6traw huts, destroyed also by constant fires. 1 requested 
from the Turkish Government permission to build a room for myself, to occupy when I 
might have occasion to visit Massowah. The difficulties thrown in my way, and the 
subsequent discussions, led to my being addressed by the Turkish Government as English 
Consul at Massowah, which title I have retained; and finding that, were I not respected as 
Consul at Massowah, l should lose influence in the interior, I exercised in some respects 
the functions of Consul here. As, however, l had taken out no exequatur at Constan¬ 
tinople, and had no instructions on the point, I have not hoisted the British flag. Neither 
have I done so in Abyssinia, seeing that the Has has been on a campaign ever since my 
arrival, that 1 have been in constant movement, and that even the house of the Ras is not 
at all secure from insult and plunder during his absence. 

At Massowah I am, it appears, in a somewhat dubious position, and this accounts not 
unreasonably for the continued hostility of all the Turkish Governors. The Porte even 
claims Abyssinia as a Pashaiic, a9 proclaimed in the Firman granted to each Pasha of the 
Hedjaz. 

Now, up to this time it was not impolitic to retain this uncertainty; but, having 
completed a Treaty with the Ras Aali, whatever may bo its result, I think Her Majesty’s 
Government should lay out a clear course for their Agent or Agents here. This is 
imperative, as these doubts and tins double duty that have been uncommonly embarrassing 
to me will surely paralyze any one who may take my place, not possessing the previous 
local information that has enabled me to keep my ground. 

The Turkish Government will not regard any intercourse of Great Britain with 
Abyssinia, the country supplying them with their choicest slaves, with other than an evil 
eve ; nor is it possible for Great Britain to establish a large commerce with those countries, 
some of the finest in Africa, through a port in the hands of Turkey. 

On the other hand, the Abyssinians hate the Turks, though mutual necessities and 
the want of other route force them to a hurried and scanty trade here. It has been a 
very difficult task for me, knowing the desire of the British Government for the amity of 
the Sultan, to explain to that ignorant race—ignorant, at least, of foreign politics—how we 
should profess a desire for their alliance and commerce, and not take the shortest way to 
remove the only barrier to them. 

It would he useless for me to go to Shoa—firstly, until my course is more clear with 
regard to Northern Abyssinia; secondly, as I am very uncertain of the reception of an 
Englishman there; and, further, as I have no orders from Her Majesty’s Government 
respecting any definite object of sufficient importance to authorize risk. 


WALTER PLOWDEN 


(Signed) 








Minutes. 
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remaining here. C. 

If I remember rightly, it w* on Mr. Ms own recommendation that a Consul 
was appointed in Abyssinia, extant from Mr. Plowdenf if there 

, sin?- ....»*——» 

the Consulate in Abyssinia jj, U. ADDINGTON. 

Eaton Place, August 20 , 1853 ._ 

I do not perceive that there would l>e any *^™ X **f ^ide” hf Abyssinia, but in 
present circum'stances in Abyssinia. es^ciaRy rf ta-Mt n0 ,hing. 

the Turkish port of Massowah, ^cre, tnact, < P commission is cancelled, will 

But what are we to do with Mr. Howdcn, wno n 
of course expect either compensation or another place t H U. A. 

Foreign Office, September 1 , 1 »J 3 . 

There is certainly no “^fhdSwn^wa he^s* Ed foa^nsion. 

I don’t know what to do with him if 1 , known in Abyssinia, I should regret 

Having concluded a treaty, an under altered circumstances, some good 

giving up all connexion with a count v > miirht lead to the improvement, 

might be'expeeted. ABritish SeUlemcnt on the .Red ^ U9 any 

and 1 should wish to know wheth . ^ ent# w j t h the Turkish Government favour- 

When there i, time for it 

(excepting the passages about the Treat)) to be s K P CLARENDON. 

September 1, 1853.____ 

Foreign Office , September 29 , 1853 . 

! hardly know how to 

Abyssinia. I doubt very much I p 0un trv as tributary. 1 doubt also whether 

respecting Abyssinia, lor the 1 orte c ^element on the shore of the Red Sea. The 

-«**** he cmald from thence to keep up 
communication with Abyssinia. HAMMOND. 

, really tat to «-»«» •“fi'a 

without more information, but seems the best place for him. Could he 

Plowden is at Massowah. which, ig impossible, or in what way he 

would advise us’to*deal XbimXn order that all he has done in Abyssinia may 
not be entirely wasted ? _ 

„ . . . «rx«nrlntion of establishing a Consulate there, and himself in it, 

■taSvasrS sSedm. m ...... .. w ■———“■* c. 


• Seat September 38, 1853. 

























No. 292. 

(No 11) C0IUUl Pl0wde * t0 the Earl °f Malmesbury.—(Received July 2.) 

^ VwAVP k , . i Massowah, March 24, 1853. 

i nAVls the honour to inclose three statements relative to the trade of Massowah 

during the year 1852,* and as the Turkish Govemmeut, here at least, does its best to 

repress all commercial vivacity, these statements will be about the average commerce of 
eacn year. 

W the n 8 ^ t€ ® Turkish Governors here—“a system that changes not with 

the Governor -—to teach the fanatics of Massowah and the more ignorant Abyssinians 
as tar as possible, to hate or regard with suspicion all Europeans. 

- ♦ J T 11 meni ' on u on] y ?, ne i act in support of that assertion, being that all merchants 
of this town, as well as all officers of the Pasha, are deterred cither by direct threats 
(verbal, of course) or strong hints from ever paying me the common civility of a visit. 

JN or do 1 say this from any irritation, as I am able to state that, notwithstanding 

MimSSd p str 1 am much 8nd generaiiy respccted the 

But I have had some difficulty in collecting the data for these statements, which are 
however, I beneve, pretty correct. ’ 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 
No. 293. 

(No 12 ) C° nsu l Plowden to the Earl of Malmesbury.] —( Received July 2.) 

My Lord, Massowah, March 27, 1853. 

Massowah ^ ^ ‘° n0Ur t0 lnf ° rm y0 “ tbat tW ° Freneh TesseIs of war have visited 

Their ostensible purpose was to protect the Roman Catholic mission in these parts 

The one was a first-class frigate of sixty guns, and the other a steamer, the first that 
has ever visited Massowah. ' 

... of ?? u !' bou " tati T on waa on boari l tbc frigate. After some words 

with the Pasha, he sailed, I believe, for Jiddah. 

I have, &c 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 

No. 294. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received July 2.) 

(No. 18.) 

My Lord, Massowah, March 31, 1853 

I HAVE the honour to state that [ have been at my post in Abyssinia, and in the 
execution ot my duties, during the whole of the past quarter. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 295. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Malmesbury.—{Received July 2.) 

(No. 14.) y 

^ l J °i)L . . c , . Massowah , March 31, 1853 

I REG to inform you that I have drawn on Her Majesty’s Treasury a set of bills 
dated this day, payable to my order at thirty days after sight, for the sum of 100/’ 
sterling, being on account of my office and house rent allowances for the past quarter as 
authorized by Viscount Palmerston. 4 , as 

I have See. 

_(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


• Inclosure* sent to Board of Trade in ordinal, July 26. 1653. Printed Letter, 
f Copy to Admiralty, July 19, 1853. 'Printed Letter. 



Consul Plowden to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received July 2.) 

Mv Lonl Massowah, April 2, 1853. 

J IN the inclosure to my despatch No. 10 of this year, I have endeavoured to show 
that a Consul can effect little by his unaided struggles in AbyBsinia. 

There is also another consideration. . ,. m u . 

Were it possible that the Consul should succeed in surmounting all the difficulties 
that 1 have pointed out, and be perfectly well supported in his functions by' the existing 
Chiefs Ras Ali and Dejajmatch Oobeay : this would still be only for a lifetime, and the 
caprice of their successors would probably destroy a system that has no solid foundation. 

This would be certain, were those successors their enemies, as often happens, in a 
country the prey of the most fortunate soldier. , , ltl fn .. ,, 

I have been led to mention these reflections now, by the ill-health ot Pejajmatch 
Oobeay. Should that Chief die, war, private and public, license and brigandage, mil tor 
months, perhaps years, convulse every province from the sea to Gondar, and with whom 

the final success may rest, none can say. . 4 . , - 

It is probable that Tigtf will revert to some native Chief, and that the rest of the 
large territory Oobeay has united by the force of singular daring and capacity, will be 
.• _ i f/Oirtrirora Knt rmt till nft.cr many and bloodV conflicts. 


No. 297. 

Circular, August 20, 1853. Marriages at British Consulates. 


No. 298. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.— (Received September 19.) 

$L 0, d>rf Adowah, May 23, 1853. 

i HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of Circular of the 28th December, 1852 
announcing the appointment of Lord John Russell to the Seals of the Foreign Office; 
also of Circular of the 21st February, 1853, announcing the appointment of the Earl of 
Clarendoo. , _ . ’ 

WALTER PLOWDEN. 


(Signed) 


Cnnsul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received September 19.) 

Adowah , May 23, 1853. 

I referench to my despatch No. 15 of this year, I have the honour to inform 
ejajmatch Oobeay is happily quite recovered from his dangerous illness; I say 





































I 


150 

happily, inasmuch as his death would hare the Bign&l for plunder and disorder throughout 
all the country between Gondar and the sea. 

I hare, &c. 

(Signed)' WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 300. 

Coruul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received September 19.) 

(No. 18.) 

Adowah, Afay 24, 185?. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 3 of the 24th January last, wherein I mention 
the revolt of Dejajmatch Kasai against the Ras Ali, I have the honour further to inform 

C that this rebel Chief has gained another decisive victory over the combined forces of 
Ali and Dejajmatch Oobeay sent against him, killing the Chiefs in command, near 
relations of the Ras. 

He has since ravaged Begemder in various directions, and even as far as Debra 
Tabor, the residence of the Ras. 

On the other hand, the Ras himself in Godjam, after five years’ siege, has reduced 
the rebel Chief of that province to submission; and, being a humane and generous man, 
has granted him free pardon with his former rank and authority. 

The Ras will now, therefore, probably return to Begemder, to check in person 
the formidable revolt of Dejajmatch Kasai, who has shown himself a daring and skilful 
adversary. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


e 


No. 301. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received September 19.) 

0.19.) 

y Adowah , May 24, 1853. 

IN my despatch No. 10 of this year, I have pointed out the precarious nature of a 
Consulate here, owing to the distracted state of the country, and the absence of any 
efficient sovereign authority; at the same time not to lose the ground I have gained, I am 
now negotiating with the Ras for the public proclamation of the Consulate, and the 
principal points of the Treaty we have concluded with him. 

For the same reasons as above, this proclamation will be at present of little real use 
still it will be a step in advance. * 

From the difficulty of corresponding, and the hesitating nature of the Ras, it will be 
a work of some time; the Ras having expressed his readiness to accede to my proposal 
at some indefinite period. I am pressing him to act al once. ' v 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 302. 

Circular, September 29, 1853. Trade Acts, Sic. 


No. 303.' 

Circular, September 30, 1853. Register Tickets: British Seamen. 


No. 304. 

__ The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Plowden . 

(No. 1.) 

8lr ’ tjj?p • , , „ ,. . . , , Foreign Office, October 3, 185a 

UJSK Majesty s Government have had under their consideration the observations 
respecting your position in Abyssinia, and the difficulties in regard to opening a commerce 


with that country, contained in your despatches of the 20th of June, 1852, and of the 
23rd of March, 1853. 

Her Majesty’s Government were led by the representations formerly made bv you 
to expect that advantage would result to British interests from the conclusion of a Treaty 
with the Rulers of Abyssinia and from the establishment of a British Consulate in that 
country. It appears, however, from yonr reports now before me, that there is little 
reason to expect that such will be the case. 

Nevertheless, Her Majesty’s Government having concluded the Treaty and esta¬ 
blished the Consulate, are reluctant to renounce all hope of benefit from those measures; but 
their means of obtaining in this country information on which to act are necessarily very 
limited ; and I must have recourse to you for a report as to the possibility of your esta¬ 
blishing' yourself either at Massowah or any other place on the sea-coast where you may 
retain an influence on the Rulers of Abyssinia, and facilitate communication with the 
provinces under their Government. 

The measure which you have taken, as reported in your despatch of the 24tli of 
May, for obtaining a public recognition of the Treaty and of the obligations resulting 
from it, appears to me to be judicious; but it is obvious from your despatches that the 
difficulty of dealing with Abyssinia results, in a great measure, from the absence of any 
place on the coast with which a safe communication can be kept up: and it is to the 
discovery of such a place at which you may fix your residence that I would particularly 
direct your attention. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) CLARENDON. 


No. 305. 

Consul Plowden to Lord J. Russell.—(Received October 29.) 

(No. 20.) 

My Lora, Adowah , June 30, 1853. 

I HAVE the honour to state that I have been at my post in Abyssinia, and in the 
execution of my duties during the whole of the quarter ended this day. 

I have, Sic. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 

No. 306. 

Consul Plowden to Lord J. Russell.—(Received October 29.) 

(No. 21.) 

My Lora, Adowah , June 30, 1853. 

I HAVE the honour to state that I have this day drawn a set of bills on Her Majesty’s 
Treasury for the sum of 100/. sterling on account of my office and house-rent allowances 
for the past quarter, as authorised by Viscount Palmerston. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 307. 

Consul Plowden to Lord J. Russell.—(Received October 28.) 

(No. 22.) 

My Lord, Hallai, July 25, 1853. 

I HAVE alluded in my despatches Nos. 3 and 18 dated the 24th January and 24th 
May of this year, to the revolt of Dejajmatch Kasai against the Ras Ali. 

Dejajmatch Kasai is increasing in force, and having, with the assistance of some 
Turks, in a degree disciplined his army, it is even thought by some that the Ras is in 
danger. 

The rainy season having now set in and the rivers being flooded, all military opera¬ 
tions will be suspended for about two months and a-half. 

Dejajmatch Kasai has shown on several occasions a more enlarged and generous 
disposition than is usually found in an Abyssinian Chief, and appears disposed to 
encourage strangers. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 














No. 308. 

(No. 23) Contul Plotodtn to Lord J. Rust ell.—{Received October 28.) 

My Uni, 1 „ 

repo I HAVE the honour to infom, 7 on that I hare 

howev^a^dtit^puraueT 1 C ° mplete ' y dcfeated the ““ ^ «* ^ having 

I thM hlSS' t proC il K t T tl if reP ° ( rt be false = bnt - ‘he antecedents, 
inform* »* » 

statement bo*untru^Ish^I Ll^£t£SSA on“ ~ *° ** ^ if ** 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 309. 


(No. 24.) 
My Lord, 


Contul Plowden to Lord J. Ruuell.—(Received October 28.) 


My Lord, 

} 1IA y. £ ‘he honour to state that the Aboona Salama High ' • 53 ‘ 

requesU—- 118 po ** tlon “Warily of great influence, has preferred to me the Swing 

1 hat having occasion often to send followers or nronertv tn Ftrvwf ,. 

“ 'vssns sLissr. s^^s/z’Sr^’ 

- "»* - »*- «■ 

a. ics tsrs^ -, u * *•*-> «■ 

of yoirUrdshTp WOU,d reC ° mmend hiS reqUeSt ,0 the faT0Urab,e and V* consideration 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


Minute . 


How is this to be effected ? 


(No. 25.) 
My Lord, 


No. 310. 


Consul Plowdrn to Lord J. RueselL—(Received October 28.) 




Dejajmatch Oobeaj is now preparing to assist the Has as soon as the rains shall 
abate. 

The whole country beyond Gondar is in arms, and at least a dozen great Chiefs 
have all secret intentions of aiming at power. 

How it will end none can say, but in the meantime there is a scene of wonderful 
confusion; not only affairs are embarrassed but legislation is almost suspended, and 
each man's person and property is in imminent peril. 

My messenger states that he passed with great difficulty, having been several times 
seized, stripped, and in danger of his life; that every pass and jungle swarms with 
brigands, and that the roads are strewed with dead bodies, of whose death no question is 
asked, even within a mile or two of Debra Tabor. 

Till, by the fortune of arms, some order be restored under some one Chief, further 
negotiations with the Ras must be useless. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 



No. 311. 


The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Plowden. 

(No. 2. Consular.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, November 4, 1853. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 24 of the 28th of July last, reporting that the 
Aboona Salama, or High Priest of Abyssinia, has requested that his emissaries and property 
may be protected by the British authorities at Massowah and Jeddah, at which places they 
are subject to maltreatment for the want of some legal protection. 

In reply I have to state to you, that 1 am not aware that there would be any objection 
or impropriety in your affording protection to the High Priest’s followers and property, 
and I accordingly authorise you to give his agents the benefit of your advice and assistance 
whenever you can properly do so without committing yourself or your Government. 

A similar instruction will be addressed to the British Vice-Consul at Jeddah. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) CLARENDON. 



No. 312. 


The Earl of Clarendon to Acting Consul-General Green. 

(No. 10. Consular.) 

Si*# Foreign Office, November 8, 1853. 

I HAVE to acquaint you that I have received a despatch from Mr. Plowden, Her 
Majesty’s Consul at Massowah, in which he informs me that the Aboona Salama, or 
High Priest of Abyssinia, has requested that his emissaries and property may be protected 
by the British authorities at Jeddah, at which place it is asserted they are subject to 
maltreatment by the Egyptian authorities, for the want of some legal protection. 

I am not aware that there would be any objection or impropriety in acceding to this 
request on the part of a high authority of a country in friendly relations with the British 
Government; and I have therefore to desire that you will instruct Mr. Cole, the British 
Vice-Consul at Jeddah, to give the High Priest’s Agents the benefit of his advice 
and assistance whenever he can properly do so, without committing himself or his 
Government. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) CLARENDON. 















No. 314. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received November 12.) 

S To. 26.) T 

y Lord, Massowah, September 26, 1853. 

IN reply to your letter of the 15th June, 1853, received this day, I have the honour 
to state that 1 have never taken any fees since my appointment to this Consulate. 

1 beg to point out with respect that it is not mentioned in the instructions that those 
who receive no fees are to state the fact. 

1 have now the honour to inclose a statement in the form required for the past year. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


Inclosure in No. 314. 

Statement of the gross amount of all fees received at the British Consulate in Abyssinia 
during the year 1852, according to the Tables of Fees established by the Act of the 
6 Geo. IV, cap. 87:— 

Fees received under Table A, nil. 

Fees received under Table B, nil. 

I hereby certify that the above is a true and correct statement of the total amount of 
all fees received at this Consulate within the year 1852, and that as only one kind of 
money (German crowns) is received, and no bill can be negotiated on any terms, exchange 
is unknown either in Abyssinia Proper or at Massowah. 

Massowah, September 26, 1853. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 316. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received November 12.) 

fNo/«A 

My L°r<J, , ' , Massowah, September 26, 1853. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Consular No. 1, dated the 
16th June, 1853. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 



Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received November 12.) 

(No. 29.) 

My Lord, Massowah, September 27, 1853. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose copy of a letter to Her Majesty’s Ambassador at 
Constantinople, having reference to matters mentioned in my despatch No. 8 of this 


year. 


I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


Enclosure in No. 317. 

Consul Plowden to Viscount Stratford de Redcliffe. 

My Lord, Massowah, September 27, 1853. 

I HAVE had the honour to receive your letter, dated the 23rd Anril, 1863, in 
which you say that you are prepared to deny any claim made by the Turkish Govern¬ 
ment to Abyssinia as a P&shalic. 

The claim is not only made but virtually acted on here, as Europeans purchasing 
goods in the Christian country are charged with 12 per cent, duty for their transit 
through Massowah. 

If this case should occur to a British subject, ought I to protest against any duty 
above 5 per cent., or would this course be considered inconvenient by Her Majesty’s 
Government ? 

I send a copy of this letter to the Secretary for Foreign Affairs. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 



No. 318. 


Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received November 12.) 

S To. 30.) 

y Lord, Massowah , September 28, 1853. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that the troops of the lias Ali have been again 
defeated by Dejajmatch Kasai. 

The Ras has fled to the Gallas, and Dejajmatch Kasai is now in Debra Tabor. 

The rainy season being now over, the issue of this contest will soon be known. 

If Dejajmatch Kasai obtain a complete mastery over the whole country, as he 
is a man of talent, there will be some prospect of increasing our intercourse with 
Abyssinia. 

Should he, on the contrary, fail now, whether the Ras Ali be reinstated or another, 
or the land be divided by many Chiefs, there will be small prospect of negotiating with 
success in Abyssinia for years to come. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 



No. 319. 


Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received November 12.) 

(No. 31.) 

My Lord, Massowah, September 28, 1853. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that the Shiho tribes near this coast have 
quarrelled with the Turkish garrison. 

The Shihos are Mahometans, Republicans, and independent, paying tribute to 
no-one, and possess the passes between the Christian country and the sea; they now 
threaten to stop this road. 

The Turks have here but few troops; and these being discontented, many desert 
into Abyssinia. 


I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 



















No. 322. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received November 12.) 

(No. 34.) 

My Lord, Massowah , October 10, 1853. 

THE Shiho tribes in this neighbourhood possessing, as I have mentioned, the 
passes into Abyssinia, liave commenced a system of stoppage and robbeiy in their 
territories; they threaten also to attack the villages on the mainland near Massowah. 

The Turkish Government here has just sufficient strength to have provoked this 
useless quarrel, and neither force nor energy sufficient to obtain respect from these 
turbulent neighbours, who are also independent of the Chiefs of Abyssinia. 

Thus every person who quits Massowah for Abyssinia, or even for a few miles, is 
now left to hiB own resources for his safety. 

These tribes are numerous and subtle, and confident in the strength of their 
mountain ranges. 

I am personally on good terms with them, and have tried to effect an arrangement, 
but have not succeeded owing to the supineness of the Turkish authorities. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 323. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received December 27.) 

(No. 35.) 

My Lora, Massowah, October 15, 1853. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you tliat the Ras Ali has fled into the Galla 

S rovinces, near Shoa, on its northern boundary, where Dejajmatch Kasai has followed 
im. 

In Godjam, to the south, Dejajmatch Birro has collected large forces, and will prove 
himself a formidable competitor to Dejajmatch Kasai. 

Dejajmatch Oobeay, to the north and in Tigr£, seems inclined to remain neutral in 
the contest at present. 

There appears to be but little chance for the Ras Ali; in the meantime it remains 
so uncertain who will finally prevail in the struggle, if any does so entirely, that it must 
be useless at present to risk any negotiation. 

A few months will probably decide all, and if then Dejajmatch Kasai shall be powerful 
enough to unite the whole country under a vigorous Government, his character will be 
favourable to our views. 


Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received November 12.) 

(No. 33.) 

My Lord, Massowah , September 30, 1853. 

I HAVE the honour to state that I have this day drawn on Her Majesty’s Treasury 
a set of bills payable to my order, at thirty days’ after sight, for the sum of 100/. 
sterling, as authorized by Viscount Palmerston, on account of my office and house-rent 
allowances for the past quarter. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 320. 


Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received November 12.) 

(No 32.) » 

My Lord, Massowah , September 30, 1853. 

I HAVE the honour to state that I have been at my post in Abyssinia, and in 
the execution of my duties, during the whole of the quarter ending this day. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 321. 
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If, on the contrary, he fails, there will be little prospect of doing any good for some 
time in the interior of the country, which will then present a scene of terrible confusion. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 324. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received December 27.) 

2L Massowah , October 20, 1853. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that Dejaj Oobeay, the Chief of Tigrd, has 
several times pressed me to assist him in buying with his own money some muaketa and 
rifles, and that I have as often refused. 

His last letter being curious, I inclose a translation of it. 

I have often pointed out to Her Majesty's Government that it is not reasonable to 
expect anything for nothing from an Abyssinian Chief; nor can Dejaj Oobeay understand 
how on the one hand I request, and even obtain his friendship, and on the other refuse 
him so slight a request. 

Equally impossible is it to explain to the Abyssinians the nature of our relations 
with the Turkish Government. 

Being aware that the only sea-port to his country is in the hands of the Turks, and 
that fire-arms will not be allowed to pass, be trusts to my influence to effect this for him. 

If I do not meet his wishes, ana assist him, it is certain that his present good-will 
will change at the least to indifference ; and I think, not without some reason. By the 
fall of the Ras Ali, Dejaj Oobeay is at present quite independent; how the result of the 
the future struggle with Dejaj Kasai may change his position, or increase his power, 
cannot yet be known. 

It would be well, however, either to take the necessary pains to reciprocate the 
friendship we have demanded, or to abandon the idea at once, if it be useless. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


Inclosure in No. 324. 

Dejaj Oobeay to Consul Plowden. 

(Translation.) 

May this letter from Dejajmatch Oobeay, King of Ethiopia, reach the Consul 
Plowden. 

What were the terms of our friendship ? That I should do what you demand of me, 
and that you should do what I ask you. 

Now, if it be possible, do you go for me to your country; if not, some person in 
your confidence, who understands guns, should go. I will send Mr. Wurkee with him, on 
my part, I wish to buy guns and pistols of different kinds and of good quality, and 
rely upon you. 

I shall have the money ready after a few months. 


Minutes. 

Is there any reason why this request should not be complied with, and Lord 
Strafford de Redcliffe told to procure permission to import arms ? ^ 


Is there no tertium quid ? Is it not better to wait, in order to judge better than we 
can do now of what use the friendship of Dejaj Oobeay may be to us ? 


H. U. A. 











? 


I 
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No. 325. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received February 28, 1854.) 

(No. 37.) 

My Lora, • Afas sow ah , December 21, 1853. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that Dejty Kasai has, on the one hand, made an 
irruption into the dominions of Dejaj Oobeay, near Gondar; and without encountering 
the latter chief, marched hurriedly towards Godjam, where, Dejaj Birro having assembled 
a large army, threatened his rear. 

Dejaj Oobeay by this movement having been obliged to withdraw his whole army 
from Tign5; that province is left without any government for the present. 

As a natural consequence, all have taken up arms, and the law of the strongest is 
the only one now in force throughout Abyssinia. 

The Ras Ali is reduced to the condition of a rebel in his native province of Ectyow, 
having been even defeated by an inferior chief attached to Dejaj Kasai. 

Should this struggle, which now includes all chiefs of consequence in Abyssinia, end 
in the supremacy of any one, diplomatic relations may perhaps be renewed with a chance 
of success. This will depend much on the personal character of the fortunate competitor. 

While the struggle lasts, it is difficult even to send a messenger from one point to 
another in the interior. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 326. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received February 28, 1854.) 

(No. 38.) 

My Lord. Massowah , December 21, 1853. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch. No. I, of the 
3rd October, 1853, and shall prepare as soon as is possible the report you require, 
embodying all the information I possess regarding the interior and the coast. 

From my late despatches respecting the position of Ras Ali, your Lordship will see 
that our Treaty with him is likely to become a nullity, at least with regard to any immediate 
benefit. 

I shall, therefore, seek rather to point out the means for procuring an influence over 
the people of Abyssinia, than over their very ephemeral governments. 

In the meantime, I would point out to your Lordship, that Her Majesty's Govern¬ 
ment has sent three expeditions to Abyssinia previous to my appointment. 

The first, that of Mr. Salt, the time of the Ras Welda Selasee ; that of Mr. Coffin, 
to the Dejaj Sabargardis, both these in Tigrl; and, finally, that of Captain Harris, 
to Shoa. 

Some useful information might perhaps be found in the official records of these 
Missions. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 327. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received February 28, 1854.) 

(No. 39.) 

My Lora, Massowah, December 22, 1853. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your circular of the 20th August, 
1853, respecting the forms to be observed in marriages at British Consulates. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 
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No. 328. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl 0 / Clarendon.—(Received February 28, 1854.) 

(No. 40.) 

My Lord, Massowah, December 31, 1853. 

I HAVE to report that I have been at my post in Abyssinia, and intbe execution of 
my duties during the whole of the quarter ended this day. 

I have, &c. _ 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 329. t 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received February 28, 1854.) 

(No. 41.) 

My Lora, Mateowah , December 31, 1853. 

I BEG to advise that I have this day drawn on Her Majesty’s Treasury a set of 
bills, payable to my order at thirty days after sight, for the sum of 100/. sterling, being on 
account of my office and house-rent allowances, as authorised by Viscount Palmerston. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 330. # # 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received February 28, 1854.) 

(No. 42.) 

My Lord, Massowah , December 31, 1853. 

I HAVE the honour to state that the number of my despatches during the year 
ended this day is forty-two. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 331. 

Mr. Lowe to Mr. Addington.—(Received April 5.) 

Sir, India Board , April 4, 1854. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for the Affairs of India to transmit to you, for 
the information of Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, an extract of 
a letter from the East India Company’s Political Agent at Aden to the Government of 
Bombay, dated the 28th of February, 1854, relating to the proceedings of the French in 
the Reel Sea. 

I have, &c. 

(Sigucd) R. LOWE. 


IncloKurc in No. 331. 

The Political Agent at Aden to the Secretary to the Bombay Government. 

(Extract.) Aden, February 28, 1854. 

ON the 24th of February I received information that the French steam-frigate 
“ Caiman ” anchored at Hodeida. on her way up the Red Sea (her commander told me 
lie intended to sail up the Red Sea direct to Jeddah, to save coal), and saluted the Turkish 
flag with twenty-one guns, which was returned from the shore. From Hodeida they pro¬ 
ceeded to Camaran, and examined it by sea and land. They were refused entrance into 
the fort, but were otherwise treated with courtesy bv the Turkish authorities there. From 
Camaran the “Caiman” proceeded to Jeddah, there is little doubt but that Camaran 
Island is the site selected by the French in case they occupy any position in the Red Sea, 
and the site is extremely good to annoy and cut off our mail communication in case of 


war. The bay or anchorage for large vessels is good, and the southern entrance to it only 
700 yards in breadth, with a channel of from seven to eleven fathoms muddy bottom. A 
reef extends on the island site, and, in fact, the island is almost entirely bounded by one. 
There is good water, and the island is about eleven miles long, and from two to four oroad, 
many parts capable of cultivation. An extensive swamp and jungle exist on the northern 
side, which might prove sickly if not cleared away. 


No. 332. 

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Cowley. 

(No. 326.) 

My Lord, Foreign Office, April 11, 1854. 

I INCLOSE herewith an extract of a letter from the East India Company’s Political 
Agent at Aden to the Government of Bombay, relative to the proceedings of the French 
steam-frigate “ Caiman ” in the Red Sea and I have to instruct your Exoellency to take 
an opportunity of inquiring what are the intentions of the French Government in tliat 
quarter. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) CLARENDON. 


No. 333. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received April 13.) 

(No. 1.) ^ 

My Lord, Massowah , January 3, 1854. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose my statement of fees for the past year, 1853, as 
required by paragraph 3 of the general instructions. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


Inclosure in No. 333. 

Statement of the gross amount of all Fees received at the British Consulate at 
Abyssinia during the year 1853, according to the Tables of Fees established by the 
Act of the 6 Geo. IV., cap. 87 :— 

Fees received under Table A.Nil 

Fees received under Table B.Nil 

I hereby certify that the above is a true and correct statement of the total amount ot 
all fees received at this Consulate within the year 1853, and the rate of exchange, Ac. 
Massowah , January 3, 1854. 

(8igned) WALTER PLOWDEN. 



No. 334. 


Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received April 13.) 

(No. 2.) 

My Lord, Massowah, January 9, 1854. 

1 BEG to refer to my despatches No. 2 of the 24th January, 1853, and No. 24 of 
the 28th July, 1853, relating to the affairs of the Aboona of Abyssinia. 

The Aboona having warned the Roman Catholic Mission that he would not permit 
the appointment of a Bishop in Abyssinia by the Pope of Rome, nor the performance of 
religious ceremonies in churches consecrated by him, nor the seduction by money of an 
ignorant populace to declare a spiritual allegiance to that Pope, has now threatened to 
eject it forcibly, with the sanction of the Abyssinian chiefs. 

The French Vice-Consul at Jiddah has already seized and sold property of the 
Aboona, on the pretext of some quarrel with these missionaries, and the French Vioe- 
Consul at Massowah now declares that he will adopt the same course of reprisals. 

Should your Lordship grant to the Aboona the protection that he demands, I wi»h 

4 Inclosure in No. 331. 
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for instruction* how I should act in case of the seizure of his property here by the French 
authorities. 

A Protestant Mission was ejected somewhat unceremoniously from Abyssinia, but the 
English Government did not think itself justified in inflicting reprisals on all the 
Abyssinians they might find out of their own country. 

The principle that a Catholic Mission, having for its object the establishment of the 
Pa)>al authority, should be upheld by force in a country professing the faith of Christ 
against the will of its chiefs, and in spite of the objurgations of a high priest, whose 
predecessors have been recognized for 1,500 years, does not appear to me a sound one. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


To Lord Cowley. He will represent the imprudence of the course pursued, which 
can only be prejudicial to all foreign Agents, and will not attain the object sought for. 
Inform Mr. rlowden. He should abstain as much as possible from interference with 
French authorities. 

June 24, 1854. C. 

C. 


No. 835. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received April 13.) 

(No. 8.) 

My Lord, Massowah, January 25, 1854. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that lias Ali is still holding out in Edjow, and 
Dejaj Kasai, in possession of Begemtler, Gotular, &c. He continues to increase his forces, 
and it is uncertain in what quarter he will strike the next blow. 

Dejaj Oobeay lias been obliged for the present to abandon Tigrd, which province is 
much distracted, and partly in the hands of Balguda Areya, the nephew of Sabagardis, 
and well disposed to English alliance, though I refrain from intercourse with him in the 
present unsettled state of affairs. As soon as the Ras Ali can find means to send a letter, 
he will possibly apply to me for assistance in some shape, money, guns, or powder; and 
I wish for some orders from your Lordship as to the tone I should adopt in my replies. 

If he finds that he is to reap no advantage in his adversity, from the Treaty he made 
in his prosperity, he will hereafter set little value on our amity, should the strange revolu¬ 
tions of this country replace him in power. 

Considering that my correspondence with England occupies often many months, I 
think that Her Majesty’s Government should authorise me to expend 100/. or 200/. for 
his benefit, if circumstances should occur that render it expedient in my opinion. 

Your Lordship may be sure that such authority will not induce me to disburse the 
public money without I can render a satisfactory reason for it. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


Minute. 

If this is the Chief with whom we made the Treaty, I should see no objection to 
complying with Mr. Plowden’s suggestion. 

April 13, 1854. C. 


No. 836. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received April 13.) 

(No. 4.) 

My Lord, Massowah , January 25, 1854. 

THE question of the protection of the Aboona Salama is a delicate one in one point. 
The Roman Catholic Mission is protected by France, and the Aboona Salama wifi not 
permit those priests to preach in his diocese of Abyssinia. They, on the other hand, 
persist in doing so, and when the Aboona in the exercise of his right, and through the 
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authorities of the country prevented this, a complaint was made to the French Vice- 
Consul at Jiddah, who, without further inquiry, seized the property of the Aboona there, 
and sold it. The Aboona has always been a friend to the English, but I am certain that 
he will rather give up all claim to British protection, than abandon his right to stop the 
progress of the Roman Church in Abyssinia. A progress that money will probably obtain 
to a certain extent, though in the end they will fail as before. The Aboona, however, has 
expressed himself willing to abide by my advice and judgment in all matters concerning 
other Europeans in the interior, not religious), os long as we prevent the unjust seizure of 
his property in foreign countries by arbitrary power. 

1 must, therefore, request instructions on this head. I have already been embarrassed 
by the intrigues of some Members of that Mission, who have gone so far as to represent 
to the Court of Rome that I am the only obstacle to their complete success. No one in 
Abyssinia would be persecuted on account of his faith. But on what ground the Pope 
claims a right to appoint Bishops there who ordain Priests and Deacons, and perform 
public worship in Churches consecrated for so many centuries by a Coptic Aboona I do 
not know, nor why this interference should be supported by confiscation and violence. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


Minute. 


Wait for reply of French Government before answering Mr. Plowden. Copy to 
Mr. Lyons, who will represent to Cardinal Antonelli the imprudence of the course pursued, 
and the necessity it may impose upon Her Majesty’s Government of giving protection 
to the Aboona. 

April 13, 1854. C. 


No. 337. 


Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received April 13.) 

(No 5.) 

My Lord, Massowah, January 26, 1854. 

1 HAVE the honour to be in receipt of your despatch of the 4th November, 1853, 
authorising protection to the property and emissaries of the Aboona Salama, here and at 
Jiddah. In my last despatch of this year, 1 have requested further instructions on that 
matter. 

I have, See. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 338. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received April 13.) 

(No. 6.) 

My Lord, Massowah, January 26, 1854. 

I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of circular of the 20th September, 1853, 
inclosing Acts of Parliament; also of circular of 30th September, 1853, abolishing the 
production of register tickets of British seamen, with other instructions relative to their 
records, and penalties in certain cases. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 339. 


The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Plowden. 

(Separate.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, April 15, 1854. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 3 of the 25th of January last, and I hereby 
authorize you to expend a sum of money not exceeding 200/. to be applied for the benefit 
of the person therein mentioned if circumstances should, in your opinion, render such an 
expenditure expedient. 


i 



















Ton will reimburse yourself for that outlay by drawing a bill upon me for the amount 
at thirty da vs after sight, of which you will duly ad rise me. 

Any bill drawn upon this account will be distinct from your bills drawn on the Consular 
Service, and must not be inserted in your account with the Treasury Board. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) CLARENDON. 


No. 340. 

The Bari of Clarendon to Lord Cowley. 

(No. 358.) 

My Lord, Foreign Office, April 17, 1854. 

I INCLOSE herewith copies of despatches from Her Majesty's Consul at Massowah* 
respecting the interference of French Consular Agentsaodof Emissaries of the Pope with 
the Aboona Salama, or High Priest of Abyssinia ; and I have to instruct your Excellency 
to represent to the French Government the imprudence of the course pursued by the 
French Agents, as well as by the authorities of Rome, for that course can only be preju¬ 
dicial to all foreign Christians in Abyssinia, and will not attain the object which appears 
to be contemplated. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) CLARENDON. 


No. 341. 

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr, Scarlett . 

(No. 38.) 

Sir* Foreign Office, April 20, 1854. 

I INCLOSE herewith copies of two despatches from Her Majesty’s Consul at 
Massowah,* respecting the interference of French Consular Agents and of emissaries of 
the Pope with the Aboona Salama, or High Priest of Abyssinia; and 1 have to instruct 
you to transmit copies of these despatches to Mr. Lyons, and to desire him to represent 
to Cardinal Antonelli the imprudence of the course pursued by the Roman Catholic Mission, 
and the necessity it may impose upon Her Mujesty’s Government of giving protection to the 
Aboona Salama. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) CLARENDON. 


No. 342. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received April 27.) 

(No. 7.) 

My Lord, Massowah , February 28, 1854. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that a peace has been patched up by Dejajmatch 
Kasai with Dejaj match Oobeay, owing to the threatening appearance of Dejajinatch 
Birro in Godjam with a formidable army. 

Dej^}match Oobeay has thus been enabled to return to Tigri*, which is for the 
present tolerably quiet. 

The Ras Ali, taking advantage of the absence of Dejajmatch Kasai in Godjam, lias 
re-appeared at Debra Tabor, trusting to bis cavalry for a retreat, in case he should not 

IiiaImp nkon/xt Mmm 


by some lucky chance regain his power. 

Except just now in Tigrd no one in Abyssinia knows whom to call master, and I can 
only hope that one or two decisive battles will end this confusion and uncertainty. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


• Not. 334 and 336. 
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No. 343. 

Lord Cowley to the Bari of Clarendon.—(Received April 28.) 



(No. 568.) 

My Lord, Paris, April 27, 1854. 

I HAVE taken an opportunity, as desired by your Lordship’s despatch No. 326, of 
calling M. Drouyn de Lhuys’ attention to the proceedings of the French steam-frigate 
“ Caiman ” in the Red Sea, and I have inquired of his Excellency what are the intentions 
of the French Government in that quarter. 

Alter making inquiries of the Minister of Marine, M. Drouyn de Lhuys has given me 
the assurance that there is not the least intention of getting possession for the French 
Government of any territory within or on the shores of the Red Sea. 

I havo, Ac. 

(Signed) COWLEY. 


P.S.—I should add that there is a report that the “ Caiman ” 
but do official news of it has reached the French Government. 


has been shipwrecked, 
C. 


No. 344. 

Lord Cowley to the Earl of Clarendon . —(Received May 8.) 

(No. 589. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Ports, May 2, 1854. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 568, adverting to the supposed intentions of the 
French Government to found an establishment in the Red Sea, I nave now the honour to 
iuclose the copy of a letter on the subject, written by the Minister of Marine to 
M. Drouyn de Lhuys, which the latter lias read to me, and of which he has allowed me 
to take a copy confidentially. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) COWLEY. 


Inclosure in No. 344. 

M. Ducos to M. Drouyn de Lhuys. 

M. le Ministre et cher Collogue, Paris , le 29 April, 1854. 

J’AI requ la iettre que vous m’avez fait I’honneur de m'&rire le 25 de ce moia, pour 
me faire connaitre qu’il r&ultait d’informations parvenues au Gouvernement Britannique, 
que le Commandant du “ Caiman” se serait occupy de fonder un gtablissement sur un des 
points du littoral de la Mer Rouge a Camaran; vous me demandez quelques renscigne- 
inents, afin de vous mettre k m&me de rlpondre aux questions que Lord Cowley pourrait 
vous adresser h ce 9ujet. 

11 n’est jamais entrd dans ma pensee, et je n’ai donnd aucune autorisation de fonder 
un Itablissement dans ces parages. Les instructions que j’ai adressdes & M. le Contra- 
Amiral Laguerre, Commandant la station de la Reunion et de l'lndo-Chine, ne contiennent 
aucun ordre qui ait pu donner lieu k ce que des tentatives de oe genre aient ltd (kites par 
un officier commandant l’un des bitiments de cette station. 

Au surplus aucune communication ne m’a etd adress^e k ce sujet par le Commandant 
du * Caiman,” qui, apr&s s’Stre montre k Djeddah et k Massowah, dtait en route pour 
l’lle de la Reunion au moment oil il s’est perdu. 

J'ai done tout lieu de croire que les renseignements parvenus h Lord Cowley sont 
sans fondement. 

Agrdez, Ac. 

Le Ministre Secretaire d’Etat de la Marine et des Colonies, 
(Sign*) THEODORE DUCOS. 

















Mr. Murray to the Secretary to the Admiralty 


(Confidential.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, May 5, 1854. 

1 AM directed by the Earl of Clarendon to transmit to you confidentially, for the 
information of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, a copy of a despatch from Lord 
Cowley, Her Majesty's Ambassador at Paris, 4 inclosing a copy of a letter from the French 
Minister of Marine, stating with reference to the supposed intentions of the French Govern¬ 
ment in the Red Sea, that no such intention has been or is entertained on the part of the 
French Government. 

I am, &c. _ 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


Mr. Hammond to Mr. Lowe. 

8ir, Foreign Office, May 5, 1854. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 14th ultimo, relative to the proceedings of the 
French frigate tl Caiman" in the Red Sea, I am directed by the Earl of Clarendon to 
transmit to you copies of two despatches from Lord Cowley, Her Majesty’s Ambassador at 
Paris,! from which it appears that the French Government have no intention of obtaining 
possession of any territory on the shores of the Red Sea. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


Mr. Scarlett to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received May 25.) 

(Extract.) Florence, May 19, 1854. 

] HAVE the honour to inclose herewith a despatch from Mr. Lyons, stating that he 
has, in conformity with your Lordship’s instructions, represented to Cardinal Antonelli 
the imprudence of the proceedings of the Roman Catholic Mission in Abyssinia. 


Inclosure in No. 347. 

Mir. Lyons to Mr. Scarlett. 

Sir, Rome, May 16, 1854. 

I THIS morning, in obedience to the instruction conveyed to me by your despatch 
of the 11th instant, represented to Cardinal Antonelli the imprudence of the course 
pursued by the Roman Catholic Mission in Abyssinia, and the necessity it might impose 
upon Her Majesty’s Government of giving protection to the Aboona SaJama. 

The Cardinal said that he was entirely unacquainted with the matter, but that he 
would lose no time in communicating with the Propaganda respecting it. 

I hare, &c. 

(Signed) R. B. P. LYONS. 


No. 348. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received June 13.) 

(No. 8.) 

My Lord, Massowah , March 14, 1854. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that it is reported to me that Dej&jmatch Kasai 
still makes progress, having defeated his antagonist in Godjam, Birro Gosho; and it is 

• No. 344. f No*. 343 and 344. 



said that the Ras Ali, harassed even in his Galla provinces, has been obliged to take 
refuge in a sanctuary. 

The Shiho tribes have within a few days plundered and slain the Bedouins at 
places ten or twelve miles distant from Massowah; and were it not for their fear of 
entangling themselves with me, would ere this have burnt the villages within sight of 
that Pa&halic. 

The Pasha looks on in silence; and I trust my various accounts will have satisfied 
your Lordship that the Turkish Government here, with its high-sounding titles, and 
twenty provinces annexed on paper, is simply a blockade of Abyssinia to monopolize that 
which it can neither protect nor profit by. 

When the Shihos retire, having done all the mischief they can, the Pasha will send 
a Lieutenant and some troops to demand revenue from such Bedouins as are not quite 
ruined; and this is called a Government. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received June 13.) 


My Lord, Massowah, March 15, 1854. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that the Bey of Taka, an Egyptian military 
post, has ravaged a district called Scnhait, or Mogos, about 120 miles in a north¬ 
westerly direction from Massowah, and has carried into slavery, it is said, about 300 of 
the inhabitants. 

The principal people of that country have represented to me that they are professing 
Christians, have always been so, and have never paid tribute to the Egyptian Governor; 
that they owe allegiance to Dej&jmatch Oobeay, but that the confusion of affairs in 
Abyssinia prevents his affording them protection. 

It appears that the Bey, having learnt that Oobeay was in some difficulty, thought 
it a favourable opportunity to extend the faith of his Prophet, and increase the revenue 
of his Master; and has accordingly threatened to repeat his invasions constantly until 
they shall adopt the Mahometan creed and submit to his sway. 

They have a church, and a Catholic priest has lately baptized most of their children. 
The whole population lias now fled to the mountains, and the Chiefs have sent to inform 
me that if within a certain time I can procure them an assurance of peace and protec¬ 
tion they will receive it with joy, and act in all matters by my counsel; otherwise, that 
they have no alternative but to submit to the demands of the Bey in every respect. 

They further request me, if possible, to build a Consulate in their territory, with the 
British flag ; to which I have of course replied, that Buch a step cannot be taken w ithout 
due deliberation and the orders of my Government. 

I purpose immediately to visit that country, and also to have some conference 
with the Governor of Taka; after which I shall again address your Lordship on this 
subject. 

In the meantime I have written to Her Majesty’s Consul-General in Egypt, request¬ 
ing him to obtain an order from His Highness the Pasha to prevent any further attacks 
in that quarter until the matter shall have been considered; and, if possible, to order 
the restitution of their wives and children to these poor people, who are even willing to 
pay ransom for them os far as their poverty will permit. 


WALTER PLOWDEN. 



Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received June 13.) 


My Lord, Massowah , March ) 7, 1854. 

IT is with reluctance that I must again trouble your Lordship with complaints of 
the Governor of Massowah. 

People that work for Europeans have again been flogged and imprisoned; and so 
much fear has been thereby, and by secret threats of the Pasha, here excited, that I 
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cannot obtain a carpenter to make a box, or grass for my horse, or a trifling repair in 
my house. 

The poor people, who are themselves on very good terms with ns, avoid our houses 
as if we had the plague ; and the more wealthy visit us with great reluctance. 

After my repeated remonstrances, and the strong letters from Constantinople on this 
subject, these statements will scarcely appear credible to your Lordship; but they ye 
strictly true, and can easily be accounted for. First, from the great jealonsy that exists 
of our correspondence with the Abyssinians, private orders are sent to all the Governors 
here, very different from the public document, and that document is worded with studied 
ambiguity. Secondly, the Pasha here wields an almost irresponsible power, and has only 
to hint his will without publicly compromising himself; he can, moreover, obtain with 
ease the signature of all the inhabitants to any report or statement however false. 
Thirdly, Mohammed Pasha, who was removed from Massowah, ostensibly on account of 
his ill-behaviour towards roe in similar matters of work-people, is now Governor of the 
town of Jiddah, a higher appointment; and has received promotion, having in conse¬ 
quence great influence here. . ^ m ! 

In return for such nersecution the Turkish Government cannot even afford us protec¬ 
tion. In the Island or Massowah there is no pretence of police; and on the mainland 
our hands must protect our heads; so that whatever power the Pasha possesses is solely 
used for our annoyance. 

Whether rightly or wrongly I am recognized here as Her Majesty’s Consol, and that 
title should not be subjected to personal indignities. 

When obliged, as now, to set out on a distant journey in the Government service, I 
find it difficult to induce those in charge of my bouseB and property at Massowah and 
Mokolloo to remain; they naturally infer that if my presence cannot check such intrigues 
my absence will not mend the matter. 

That the workmen of any district should be obliged to ask permission of the Governor 
to receive an order, is sufficiently arbitrary; but the Pasha here demands that the Euro¬ 
pean residents and Consuls should ask his permission to employ them, and state exactly 
the work to be done; and to insure this he has directed those people not even to report 
to him the requisitions of an European. 

Rather than appear troublesome or discontented I have passed over many insults, 
and have remonstrated with the Pasha until ray remonstrances evidently confirmed him 
in his arbitrary conduct: but beyond a certain point patience becomes a fault, and as I 
do not think my demand is unreasonable I trust that Her Majesty's Ambassador at 
Constantinople will obtain such orders as may satisfy the people here that they can work 
for me when and where they please without risk of flogging and incarceration. 

I do not pretend to point out the course to he adopted, but I have found by 
experience that orders sent to tho Pasha of the Hedjaz have produced but little effect 
bore. 

I have, kc. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


Minute. 

To Lord Stratford de Redcliffe, who will bring matter before Porte, and insist 
upon positive orders being sent to redress these grievances. 

Inform Mr. Plowden. 


No. 351. 

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Piowden. 

(No. I.) 

8ir, Foreign Office, June 26, 1854. 

YOUR despatches to No. 10 inclusive have been received at this oflSce. 

With reference to your despatch No. 9 of the loth of March last, in which yon 
report the conduct of the Bey of Taka in ravaging a district in Abyssinia, called Seahait 
or Mogos, and carrying into captivity a number of the inhabitants who are professing 
Christians, I have to acquaint you that I have instructed Her Majesty’s Agent and Consul- 
General in Egypt to inform the Viceroy that the British Government cannot remain 
indifferent to the fate of these Christians, and that they expect that immediate and 
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precise orders will be given to the Bey of Taka to desist from persecuting them, and to 
set free the people whom he has violently led away into captivity. 

I have further to acquaint yon that I approve the visit which you propose making to 
the Governor of Taka in connection with these matters. 

I am, &c« 

(Signed) CLARENDON. 


No 351 * 

Mr. Scarlett to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received June .) 

(No. 91.) 

(Extract.) Florence , June 17» 1854. 

I HAVE the honour herewith to inclose to your Lordship a despatch which I have 
received from Mr. Lyons, stating that Cardinal Antonelli had expressed to him his belief 
that the differences between the Roman Catholic Mission in Abyssinia and the Aboona 
Salama had been settled. 


Inclosure in No. 351.* 

Mr. Lyons to Mr . Scarlett . 

Sir, Rome, June 13, 1854. 

CARDINAL ANTONELLI informed me this morning that, in consequence of what 
I had said to him on the 16th ultimo, he had communicated with the Propaganda on the 
subject of the differences between the Roman Catholic Missionaries in Abyssinia and 
the Aboona Salama, and that he had reason to believe that the matter had been already 
satisfactorily settled on the spot. 

I have. Sic. 

(Signed) R. B. P. LYONS. 


No. 352. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received June 28.) 

(No. 11.1 

My Lord, Mogos, March 29, 1854. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 9 of the 15th instant, I have the honour to 
inform you that I have arrived in this province, and have examined the principal inha¬ 
bitants. Their church lias been bnrnt wantonly, their villages destroyed, 340 have been 
carried into slavery, and the Bey of Taka is daily sending them messages, offering them 
the choice of the Koran or the sword. 

The province is a part of the Christian country of Tigr6, pays tribute to 
Dejajmatch Oobcay, and has never paid any to the Egyptian Government, and its inha¬ 
bitants declare that they will abandon their houses rather than accept the Mahometan 
faith. 

It is but five years since the district called Halhal, adjoining thiB, has yielded to 
similar menaces and attacks. 

I trust that the confidence of these poor people in Her Majesty’s Government, as 
represented by me, will not have been misplaced, and that your Lordship will check these 
insidious approaches of the Egyptian Government towards the conquest of Tigr6, and 
prevent its taking advantage of the unhappy dissensions of the Abyssinians. 

I request an order for the restoration of all the people carried away from this province, 
and forbidding all further attacks by the Governor of Taka, direct or indirect, on the 
districts of Mensa and Mogos, the latter sometimes called Billayn. 

1 am about to proceed to Kiss&la, the residence of the Bey of Taka, to check, if 
possible, any violence that he may contemplate in the meantime, and on my return I 
shall probably be able to furnish your Lordship with a rough map for your guidance as 
to boundaries. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 
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No. 350. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received June 28.) 


(No. 12 

My Lord, Barka, March 31, 1854. 

I HAVE the honour to state that I have been at my post in Abyssinia and in the 
execution of my duties during the whole of the quarter ending this day. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 354. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received June 28.) 

S fo. 13.) 

7 Lord. Kessala ,, April 18, 1854. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that I have seen the Bey of Taka, and have 
written to him a letter, of which I inclose a copy, relative to the affairs mentioned in my 
despatch No. 11 of the 29th ultimo, from Senhait. 

I have as yet received no answer from the Bey; he appears to be a man fanatic in 
his creed, and who still hopes to propagate that creed by the sword. In conversation, he, 
like the Governor of Massowah, broaches the idea that Abyssinia is the property of his 
master the Pasha of Egypt. On what this absurdity is founded I know not; the 
Abyssinians having more right to Yemen, which they once possessed, than the Turks can 
have to a country in which they never set foot. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


Inclosure in No. 354. 

Consul Plowden to Mahommed Khosroof Bey. 

Sir, .... Kessala , April 16, 1854. 

THE principal inhabitants of Mogos, a Christian province of Tigr£, have represented 
to me that your troops, with Arabs of the Beni Ameer, have entered their territory, 
burnt their villages and a church, plundered 1,800 head of cattle and other property, and 
carried into slavery 340 women and children; they have consequently requested my 
protection. 

As I have reason to know that their statement is true, I have written to my 
Government and to Her Majesty's Consul-General in Egypt on the subject, and I now 
protest against any further act of violence on your part, directly or indirectly affecting 
the Province of Mogos, sometimes called Billayn or Senhait, or any other Christian 
province of Abyssinia, until the pleasure of our respective Governments shall be 
known. 

Moreover, as the 340 Christians you have carried into slavery may perhaps be required 
at your hands, if you refuse to give them up to me as I now request you, I make you 
aware of the responsibility that may attach to you should they not be forthcoming when 
demanded by higher authority. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 355. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received June 28.) 

(No. 14A ' ’ 

, Kessala, April 18, 1834. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 11 of the 29th ultimo, as I hear that the Bey 
of Taka has represented that the inhabitants of Mogos are not Christians but idolators, I 
have to state that I was received in that Province by at least 5,000 persons, who all 
declared themselves of that faith, that I saw two churches, one burnt by the troops of 
Taka, and one entire, in which they revered the Holy Trinity, and which bore the names 

/ 



Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received June 28.) 

(No. 15.) 

My Loru, Kessala , April 20, 1854. 

WITH reference to my last despatches, I have the honour to inform you that after 
an interview with the Bey, and much hesitation on his part, he has written me an answer 
to my protest, stating tliat he will not give up the persons I demanded without orders 
from Cairo. 

In the meantime he permits the sale of those prisoners daily into distant countries, 
and knows that the rainy season here will soon interrupt all communication ; he enjoys 
the pleasure of having made so many converts to Islamiam, and of showing the fanatics 
of these parts how little weight he attaches to the representations of a Christian Consul; 
he continues urgently to threaten the inhabitants of Mogos, and trusts that distance, 
delay, and the sympathy of his superiors, will in any cose shelter him from all 
consequences. 

He argues that those people have no religion; that having plundered them before 
he has a right to plunder them again: that their churches are not churches; and, finally, 
he calls them u Chistan ” instead of Christian, as though the omission of an u r ” could 
change their faith, race and language, and entitle him to sell them into slavery. 

He has indeed every reason to debate the cause. The ambition ot a soldier, the 
extension of his creed, the gratification of sensuality and cupidity, the mortification of 
yielding, and the hope of praise from his superiors who profit in their turn, all urge him 
to be tenacious of his booty. 

I trust that your Lordship, with better grounds, will think fit to support my 
demands. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 
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of 8t Michael and St. George; that they believe in the GoBpel, thongh they have 
none to explain it to them and that they wrote to me the letter of which I inclose a 

translation. . 

The Bey of Taka has already succeeded by violence in perverting some adjoining 
provinces to Islamism. The inhabitants of Mogos now resist, trusting that their appeal 
to Her Majesty’s Government will not be fruitless; and I confidently hope that your 
Lordship’s powerful interference will check the further progress of oppression, and restore 
to their country and their religion those who have been wantonly carried into slavery. 
The choicest girls having been conveyed to the harem of the Bey himself, that officer 
will of course strive to prevent such a restoration. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 356. 


Inclosure in No. 355. 


Letter from the Inhabitants of Mogos requesting the Protection of the British Government 

from the Egyptian Troops . 

(Translation.) 

THE address of Mogos to Mr. Plowden, English Consul in Abyssinia. 

The Governor of Taka, with the view of forcing us to adopt Mahometism, has burnt 
our villages and carried away 340 of our wives and children ; he has plundered our cattle, 
and destroyed our church. 

Rather than adopt the Mussulman creed we will abandon our country. Dejajmatch 
Oobeay is not now in a position to assist us. 

We now apply to you; if possible entreating you to remain among us as our father 
and our protector. 

You are the Representative of the Christian English King ; if you have power save 
us from the Turks ; give us back our wives and children, and enable us to keep the faith 
of our fathers. You are our last resource ; and above all we would desire that you should 
here build a house and display your Hag. 

Signed by eleven of the principal inhabitants of Mogos, and approved by a multitude 
in ray presence. 

(Signed) Walter Plowden. 
















Mr. Bruce to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received June 28.) 

(No. 20.) 

My Lord. Cairo, June 7 , 1854. 

I HAVE the honour to state that the Copts have at length been allowed to elect 
Daoud to be their Patriarch. 

He was originally elected by them for the office, but in consequence of the intrigue* 
of some Abyssinians (which are complained of in the Memorandum drawn up by 
Mr. Murray, and inclosed in Mr. Green’s despatch to your Lordship No. 33, 1853). The 
Viceroy objected to his formal institution. The Patriarchate has therefore during the last 
two years remained vacant. 

Soon after my arrival I received through Mr. Plowden letters from the Metropolitan 
of Abyssinia and the Prince of Tigrd, stating that the King of Abyssinia, Ras Ali, had 
taken no part in the intrigue against Paoud, and that he was acceptable to the Abyssinian 
Copts, adding that great inconvenience resulted from the want of a Patriarch. 

The Prince of Tigr£ wrote in the same sense to His Highness the Viceroy. 

When I mentioned the subject to His Highness, he informed me that he was in daily 


No. 367. 


Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received June 28.) 

S To. 16.) 

7 Lora. Albara, April 26, 1854. 

THE Governor of Taka having, for obvious reasons, attempted to intercept or delay 
my last despatches, as will appear by the inclosed statement. I am now obliged with much 
expense aud trouble to send my dragoman with those letters to Khartoom, and have 
accompanied hitn on the road thus far. 

The naturally violent disposition of the Bey, inflamed by the abject fear of all around 
him, is now irritated to the highest degree by my remonstrances. I demand compensa¬ 
tion for the needless expense I have been put to; it is for Her Majesty’s Government to 
weigh the insult, which savours of the last century, as well as the contempt he has shown 
for my protest by not attempting to check the sale of the people of Mogos as I demanded 
until the question should be discussed and decided by our superiors. 

I have, &c. 

(8igned) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


Statement. 


GIOVANNI KOSSIKA, Greek, agent of the mercantile house of Toma Sawad 
of Jiddah, under British protection, and resident at Kesxala, undertook to forward 
my despatches vi5 Khartoom, where there is no English Consul, and where he has a 
correspondent. 

M. Kossika having addressed my packet to his correspondent, gave it to a “cow- 
hass ” or messenger of the Pasha of Sennaar, who was in the habit of carrying his 
letters. This man took charge of them cheerfully, but two days after came at night, 
the 24th April, to the house of M. Kossika, and there stated that the Governor had 
called him to ask him why he presumed to carry letters for Franks, demanded to see the 
packet, which ho had not, however, about his person, asked whether it was large, and 
appeared to contain official despatches, and finally ordered him to produce it the next 
morning. The messenger then returned the packet to M. Kossika, as he could not be 
responsible for its safety, and begged that what he had said might not be reported to 
the Governor to his detriment. He doubtless told the Bey that we had taken back the 
letters to send by some other opportunity. 

As to obtaining witnesses or signatures to this or any other matter at Kessala, it is 
next to impossible, as long as the Bey wields the lash at pleasure, with the exception of 
M. Kossika, who is ready to give his testimony if necessary. Having occasion for a 
writer to pen a few lines for me in Arabic, the man trembled in every joint for fear that 
his handwriting should be known. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


Inclosure in No. 357. 
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expectation of the arrival of the messenger he had sent to Has Ali for the purpose of 
ascertaining the truth of the affair, and that on his return it should be settled. 

The messenger arrived bearing a communication from the Prince who has dethroned 
Ras Ali, stating that the pretence put forward of opposition on the part of the Abyssinian 
Prince to the nomination of Daoud was unfounded, and was the work of a few Abyssinian 
intriguers. 

The Viceroy then called together the Bishops to elect a Patriarch, but instead of 
proceeding in the usual manner, he directed them to be called to the citadel for the purpose 
of hearing his will. The old bishops, ignorant and timid men, brought from the remote 
provinces ot Egypt, were much alarmed at this course, and it was evident that they 
would be induced to sacrifice the man whom the Copts had chosen, and appoint one unfit 
for the office, rather than incur the displeasure of the Pasha by electing a person to whom 
he had previously objected. 

Under these circumstances I sent for the Pasha's interpreter, and suggested to him 
the propriety of proceeding in this matter in the usual way, and of sending such a letter 
to the bishops as would satisfy them that the election should be a perfectly free one. I 
stated to him the interest which Her Majesty’s Government took in the maintenance of 
the ecclesiastical privileges of this ancient branch of the Christian Church, and the injury 
which would accrue to His Highness’s reputation were he to give grounds for asserting 
that he had interfered with rights which under every former change of dynasty in Egypt 
had been respected. 

The Viceroy, I am glad to say, yielded to these representations, and adopted the 
course of proceeding I suggested to him through Zeky Bey. Daoud has been in con¬ 
sequence duly elected. 

It is generally allowed that he is the most learned and intelligent among the Coptic 
priesthood, and that he is inclined to promote education among the Coptic population. 

His power for good is considerable, for, as Patriarch, he is administrator of the very 
considerable church property which they still possess, and moreover is arbitrator of their 
disputes among themselves, 

The fitness or incapacity of the Patriarch bears therefore directly on the well-being of 
the Coptic population, and I do not know any way in which their interests could be so 
effectually and legitimately served, as by securing them on this occasion in the free exercise 
of their undoubted right to choose their Patriarch. 

I ought to state to your Lordship that some months ago an offer was made to them 
to take them under French protection, which they declined, partly because they had hopes 
of support from Her Majesty’s Government and partly from a well-founded apprehension 
that French protection would be made use of to forward the proselytizing views of the 
Roman Catholic Missionaries in Egypt and in Abyssinia. 

I nave, &c. 

(Signed) FREDERICK W. A. BRUCE. 


Minute. 

Approve proceedings. 

June 28, 1854. C. 


No. 359. 

Mr. Bruce to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received June 28.) 

(No. 29.) 

My Lord, Cairo , June 16, 1854. 

I INCLOSE further despatches from Mr. Plowden relative to what has taken place 
on the southern frontier of Egypt.* 

The Governor of Taka has sent a report of the circumstances to the Viceroy, in 
which he justifies his proceedings on the ground that the inhabitants of Mogos have been 
in the habit of making incursions on the Egyptian territory. 

In reply to my Memorandum, the Pasha has informed me that he will send imme¬ 
diately an officer to investigate the affair in connection with Mr. Plowden, and that he 
will give orders for the restitution of the women and children taken prisoners. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) FREDERICK W. A. BRUCE. 


2 Y 


* No*. 552 to 357. 
















Minute. 


He roust insist upon the satisfactory settlement of this matter. 

C. 


No. 360. 

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Bruce. 

(No. 37.) 

8> r * Foreign Office, June 30, 1854. 

1 HAVE received your despatch No. 29 of the 16th instant, inclosing despatches 
from Mr. Consul Plowden respecting the outrage committed by the Bev of Taka upon 
the Christian community of Mogos, and the obstacles offered by that Chief to the trans¬ 
mission of the correspondence of Her Majesty's Consul. 

It appears from your despatch that the Bey of Taka is under the authority of Abbas 
Pasha, and it is to the Pasha therefore that Her Majesty’s Government will apply in the 
first instance lor his^correction. Her Majesty’s Government are glad to see that at your 
instigation the Pasha has set on foot an inquiry into the circumstances alleged against the 
Bey, and has directed that the women and children seized by him from the district of Mogos 
shall be restored. The Pasha has shown thus far a proper disposition to redress the 
grievous wrong which the Bey has inflicted upon a Christian community : but the redress 
will be very inadequate if it stops there. 

You will state to the Pasha distinctly that Her Majesty’s Government will not 
acquiesce in any assumption, either on the part of the Porte or on that of himself, of any 
authority over the independent territories of Abyssinia; and that Her Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment will watch over the interests of the Christians in that country, and not allow 
them to be maltreated or oppressed by their Mussulman neighliours. 

In the present case, however, not only has the Bey of Taka committed a gross outrage 
on a people in whom, as Christians, Her Majesty’s Government take a lively interest, but he 
has also insulted the British Government by interfering with the transmission of the corre¬ 
spondence of Her Majesty’s Consul; and you will put it to the Pasha whether, for such gross 
misconduct the mere restitution by the Bey of his captives will he a sufficient atonement, 
and whether anything short of the removal of the Bev of Taka from his command can 
adequately mark the sense of Abbas Pasha’s displeasure at his proceeding, or the Pasha’s 
sense of what is due to the remonstrances of the British Government. 

You will add that Her Majesty’s Government prefer to make this appeal to the 
Pasha himself in the first instance, rather than to apply to the Porte to interpose sji 
authority; but that Her Majesty’s Ambassador will be directed to bring the matter to 
the notice of the Porte, if you should he unable satisfactorily to arrange it with the 
Pasha. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) CLARENEON. 


No. 361. 

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Plowden. 

(No. 2.) 

Sir, Foreign Office , July 6, 1854. 

I HAVE received your despatches from No. 11 of the 29th of march to No. 16 of 
the 20th of April last, respecting the outrages committed by the Bey of Taka upon the 
Christian community of Mogos, and the obstacles offered by that Chief to the trans¬ 
mission of your correspondence. 

I approve of the conduct which you have pursued in these matters as reported in 
those despatches; and I have given such instructions to Her Majesty’s Agent and 
Consul-General at Cairo thereupon as Her Majesty’s Government trust will enable him 
to induce the Pasha of Egypt to put a stop to those proceedings and prevent their future 
recurrence. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) CLARENDON. 
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No. 362. 

Earl of Clarendon to Consul Plowden. 




(No. 3.) - 

Sir, Foreign Office y July 7, 1854. 

WITH reference to your despatch No. 2 of the 9th of January last l have to 
acquaint you that Mr. Scarlett, Her Majesty’s Charge d’Affaires at Florence, has received 
from Mr. Lyons at Rome a despatch, dated the 13th ultimo, stating that Cardinal Anto- 
nelli had informed him that he had on that day communicated with the Propaganda on 
the subject of the differences between the Roman Catholic missionaries in Abyssinia and 
the Aboona Calama, and that he had reason to believe the matter had already l»een 
satisfactorily settled on the spot. 

I am, 6cc. 

(Signed) CLARENDON. 


No. 363. 


Mr. Bruce to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received July 16.) 

(No. 32.) 

My Lord, Cairo , June 30, 1854. 

I HAVE the honour to iuclose a translation of a letter addressed to Her Majesty 
by the Metropolitan of Abyssinia praying to be taken nnder Her Majesty’s protection on 
account of the persecution endured by the native Christians in Abyssinia at the hands of 
the Roman Catholic missionaries there. 

The original was given to me open, for which reason I ventured to have a translation 
made of it. 

Mr. Plowden. Her Majesty’s Consul in Abyssinia, has already reported to your Lord- 
ship the proceedings of the missionaries in that country, and I am unable to add anything 
to what he has stated. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) FREDERICK W. A. BRUCE. 


Inclosure in No. 3G3. 

Letter addressed to Her Majesty the Queen by the Metropolitan of Abyssinia . 
(Translation.) 

TO the mistress of all masters. The beauty of day and night. The only one of 
her time. The good result of the age. The mine of knowledge. The treasury of 
kindness. The Crown of the Orthodox priesthood, ornament of the dress of the clergy, 
who erects in the Church the verses of the Bible. Protectress of the trumpet of truth. 
Support and pillar of the Church. Essence of all glory and honour. The most honoured 
of her predece.ssors and successors. Tree of glory, whose fruit is ripe. Garden of 
mercy, whose flowers are various Heaven of honoured women, whose firmament is 
bright, and whose clouds distil rain, who erects the flag of science and knowledge. 
Avenger of the wrong. The great mistress, Queen Victoria of England, whom may God 
hold in the highest consideration, preserve her from all evil, and to whom may he give 
the best fulfilment of all her wishes, may he keep her in the greatest security, and crush 
her enemies under her feet. 

After offering up all prayers for your Majesty, and calling upon Heaven to extend 
your Majesty’s days and nights, and to surround them with security, pleasure and 
prosperity, l have to submit to your generosity and mercy tbe following facta:— 

May it please your Majesty, 

The Undersigned has been placed in difficult circumstances, and has been subjected 
to ill-treatment by some Roman Catholics in Abyssinia, namely, the Padre Amba Jacoub 
and his fellow priests. 

Tlie circumstances are as follows: first, they took possession of three churches in 
the Province of Tigrt*; secondly, they brought a Bishop from the Pope of the name of 
Messias, who converted some of our deacons and priests to to the Roman Catholic faith; 
they ordained besides several other priests and deacons, and when I was informed of the 
circumstance I represented it to Ubiah, Prince of Tigr4, who took measures to prevent 
then making any more convert*; they afterwards went to Massowah and persecuted our 
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people; upon being asked what motive they had for such conduct, they replied that one 
of their servants had taken from them goods to the value of 300 dollars, and that he had 
sought refuge with me in Abyssinia. I gave them up the sonant and the goods; they 
received the latter through the Governor of and the British and French Agents, but they 
refused to receive the servant again among them. They seized a Copt merchant, 
pretending that they must hold him as hostage for the remainder of the goods, which 
alleged was still in my possession. The Governor, the Cadi, and the Mufti of Massowah 
decided that, as I had offered to give up the servant whom they claimed, they in their 
turn must liberate the Copt merchant and bis goods, and that they had no further claim 
against me. They did not agree to this decision, but were subsequently forced by the 
Government to abide by it. 

The Copt merchant went on business to Jiddah, where he was seized by the French 
Consul and detained for one year, during which time he incurred great losses, and two of 
his servants died from hunger and other privations. 

At the expiration of the year the French Consul liberated him, but detained his 
goods, and sold them at Jiddah without my knowledge. 

Up to this moment the Homan Catholics have proved themselves my enemies. 
They desire to take possession of our churches, and should I prevent their doing so, they 
will place every obstacle in the way of travellers, and probably seize them and treat them 
as they did the Copt ’merchant. 

I therefore beg your Majesty to consider these circumstances, and to take me under 
jour protection. As I am well aware that the British Government on all occasions does 
its utmost to defend Christiana from the tyranny of other nations, l trust that I have an 
especial title to its consideration, having been brought up in the English school at Cairo 
under British protection. 

I have therefore humbly to request that your Majesty will be pleased to give 
instructions that I may be permanently placed under the protection of your Government, 
for whom and your Majesty’s person my prayers shall be always directed to the 
Almighty. 

Rejib 5, 1270. (April 6, 1854.) 

Your Majesty’s humble Servant, 

(Sealed) AMBA SALAMA. 


No. 364. 

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr . Bruce . 

(No. 40.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, July 22, 1854. 

I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No. 32 of the 30th ultimo, 
inclosing a letter from the Metropolitan of Abyssinia to the Queen, praying that the native 
Christians may be protected from the hostile proceedings of the Roman Catholic mission¬ 
aries in that country ; and I transmit for your information copies of two Reports from 
Mr. Lyons at Rome,* which will show' you that Her Majesty's Government have already 
communicated with the Papal Government on this matter. 

I have to instruct you to take means to assure the Patriarch that Her Majesty’s 
Government are watching over his interests, and that he may at all times communicate 
to them any just and well-founded complaints which he may have to make upon matters 
of religious interest. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) CLARENDON. 


No. 365. 

The Earl of Clarendon to Sir H. Bultrer. 

(No. 4.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, July 26, 1854. 

WITH reference to Mr. Lyons’ Nos. 33 and 39, which were forwarded to this Depart¬ 
ment by Mr. Scarlett in bis despatches No. 77 of the 19th of May last and No. 91 of the 
17th ultimo, I inclose herew ith an extract of a letter from the Metroplitan of Abyssinia,! 

• Inclosure in No. 347, and Inclosure in No. 351. 
f Inclosure in No. 363. 






















Mr. Bruce to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received August 14.) 

(No. 37.) 

(Extract.) Cairo, July 30, 1854. 

WITH reference to the proceedings of the Bey of Taka, and to your Lordship’s 
despatch No. 37, dated the 30th ultimo, I have to remark that Abbas Pasha pursued with 
reference to it the same system of delay and procrastination of which I had so constantly 
to complain. 

He assured me that an officer, called Omar Bey, had been appointed to proceed to 
Taka with instructions to remove the Bey, and to review, in concert with Mr. Plowden, 
the state of the relations with the Abyssinian tribes, so as to put a stop in future to the 
proceedings complained of. In spite, however, of repeated applications on my part, the 
departure of Omar Bey was delayed under various pretexts, and he was still in Cairo, 
waiting for instructions, when the Pasha died. I feel convinced, as I hinted to your 
Lordship in my despatch inclosing those of Mr. Plowden, that Abbas Pasha approved of 
the fanatical spirit exhibited by the Bey of Taka, and that the latter, in his enterprises 
against the Abyssinian Christians, was acting in obedience to the orders of his master. 
I have now the honour to transmit to your Lordship the reply addressed to me by His 
Highness Said Pasha, as soon as I had an opportunity of bringing the case before him. 
An express has already left for Upper Egypt with detailed instructions for the Governor- 
in-Chief of the Soudan, embracing every point requisite for the restitution of the captives 
and for the settlement of the frontier. 

Whatever may be the defects of Said Pasha, he is quite free from the fauaticism and 
hatred of Christians which distinguished his predecessor. 


Inclosure in No. 365. # 

Mahmoud Bey to Mr. Bruce. 

M. I’Agent et Consul-G6i<$ral, Cairo , le 31 Juillet l 1854. 

JE n’ai pas manqu£ dc mettre sous les yeux du Vice-Roi la communication que 
v ous m'avez fait l’honneur de madTcsser le 25 de ce mois, relativement aux faits qui se 
sont passes sur les confins du district de Takka, et je m’erapresse de porter i\ votre 
connaissance que son Altesse a sur le champ prononed la destitution de Khosrew Bey, 
Gouverneur de ce district. En donnant des ordres en consequence au Gouvemeur-G£neral 
du Soudan, le Vice-Roi lui a present de reparcr autant que possible et de pr^venir pour 
1’avenir des actes aussi contraires aux principes de sage tolerance et d’humanite dont 
son Altesse a la ferme volontd de faire la r£glc constante de son administration, dans 
toute Intendue des provinces qu’ellc est appel^e k gouverner. 

Son Altesse se plait & penser qu’en faisant connaitre cette decision au Gouvemement 
de Sa Majesty Britannique vous voudrez bien vous rendre l’interprtte des sentiments dont 
elle est animle, et dont je suis charge de vous transmettre Impression. 

Je saisis, &c. 

(Sign 6) MAHMOUD BEY. 


stating the grounds of his complaint against the Roman Catholic missionaries in that 
country ; and I have to instruct you to transmit the same to Mr. Lyons, who will bring 
the matters complained of to the knowledge of Cardinal Antonelli, and will at the same 
time request to be made acquainted with the precise orders given by the Court of Rome 
to prevent the recurrence of such disorders as those complained of by the Metropolitan, 
as upon that will depend the measures which Her Majesty’s Government may think it 
necessary to take for the protection of the Abyssinian Christians who are not of the 
Catholic persuasion. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) CLARENDON. 


No. 366. 

Sir H. Bulwer to the Earl of Clarendon .— (Received August 22.) 

(No. 21.) 

My Lord, Florence, August 16, 1854. 

IN accordance with the instructions contained in your Lordship’s despatch No. 4 of 
V6th July, respecting the complaints of the Metropolitan of Abyssinia against the Roman 
Catholic Mission in that country, 1 addressed an instruction to Mr. Lyons in the words of 
that despatch ; and l have now the honour to inclose the communication which I received 
in reply from that gentleman. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) H. L. BULWER. 


Inclosure in No. 366. 

Mr. Lyons to Sir H. Bulwer. 

Sir, Rome , August 9, 1854. 

I HAD yesterday the honour to receive your despatch of the 5th instant. In 
obedience to the instruction contained in it, I made Cardinal Antonelli acquainted with the 
grounds of the compluints brought by the Metropolitan of Abyssinia against the Roman 
Catholic missionaries in that country, und I at the same time requested, in the terms of 
your despatch, “ to be made acquainted with the precise orders given by the Court of Home 
to prevent the recurrence of such disorders as those complained of by the Metropolitan, as 
upon that would depend the measures which Her Majesty’s Government might think it 
necessary to take for the protection of the Abyssinian Christians who are not of the Cutholic 
persuasion.” 

I reminded the Cardinal that on the 13th of June, when I had last spoken to him on 
the subject, he had told me that he had reason to believe, from information received at 
the Propaganda, that the matter had been ulready satisfactorily settled on the spot; and 
I observed that this information must have been inaccurate, as I held in n»y hand a letter 
from the Metropolitan, of so recent a date us the 6th of April, 1854, in which the 
complaints were detailed, and no mention made of the supposed settlement. 

The Cardinal replied that it certainly had appeared from the correspondence at the 
Propaganda that the affair in question had been settled. He added that he was at a loss 
to understand the state of things in Abyssinia, or how the Roman Catholic missionaries 
had the means of resorting, as stated, to violence ; that the proceedings complained of at 
Jeddah appeared to be those of the French Consul, who was of course responsible only to 
his own Government. 

His Eminence concluded by saying that he would give immediate attention to the 
matter, and would speak to me again respecting it as soon as he had made the necessary 
inquiries. 

The Cardinal having asked me to give him the details of the complaints, I left with 
him a copy of the extract inclosed in your despatch from the Metropolitan’s letter of the 
6th of April last. 


I have, kc. 

(Signed) It B. P. LYONS. 
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No. 367. 

i 

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Bruce. 


Florence * rerZZ* LVh d ? f ,te ,ncIosure froro Her Majesty’s Minister at 
Secretary of State ft Rome resofftta Y ^ etween Mr L )' ons and the Cardinal 
Abyssinia against the Roman'CatLic missionSn'“bat Sr}. * ** Metr0 P ollt “ ° f 

I am. See. 

_ (Signed) CLAREND ON. 

No. 368. 

$°ui <wPUuedmt0theEarlofC!arendon -~ (RecfivedA '* ut29 -> 

WITH reference to my last desnatch f h... n k Kesmla, June 2, 1854. 

Pasha of Sennaar has sent an order fcAhe Governnf *5 e J l ? no " r lnform .vou that the 
Christians of Senhait. “ Governor of Taka to suspend the sale of the 

obliging as to present my D^on^' 1S to a tL a p^f , ^T’ft he k AUStrian Consul was 80 
assistance. 3 ^ " t0 the Pa * ha > a »J further to render him every 

the Bey of Taka, which letter Have not deceived **** sinCe ’ under *• 

ncccssar/^tL‘arnviuf “"a'tplfkcf ha^lps^nV^ ******* time 

kss % tbc samc ~ 1 

No. 16 ofThe 27th April^t iTe P "° f ° f the Statenient “ »J despatch 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 

Porte^th'Vfcero^f 1? D ° CS 0De l “<>" whether he depends on the 

c. 

No. 369. 

(No. 18.) C ° mUl Pl ° Wdfn t0 ^ EaH °f Clurtndon.—{Received August 29.) 

My Lord, 

I HAVE the honour to state that the s-de nf thy n\ • *• ^ ess ?^ a » ^ une 3, 1854. 
suspended as mentioned in my last despatch they are now trfTd havin 8 been 

owners to make them change their faith 7 treated w,th Wbari ^ ‘heir 

they ^^^^fhft^asth^is'preferable^to'their praenfbt and onc'fk 8 my , hear ‘ : 

restrained bv force from suicide present tot, and one, I know, has only been 

Er £ wsysis asr-fis s 

hi „'E“ bU o.. word, depict 

than deliver up these^lavl ’!• Tn' d ™ ther bo ? ut to dca ‘h by my mafter 

from Kessala to Cairo.” To me he said^Thf^I 18tlA f S ; a " d .* moreover, it is veiy far 
gated by the sword, and force is the only’reJedy for*«!£g“5d ^ 

• No. 365. 





I have done all in my power, as I was indeed bound to do; for had not the people 
of Senhait put faith in me and the British Government, they might either by submission 
or purchase, have ransomed most of their relatives. I trust that their reliance will not 
have been altogether vain. 

As it is possible that these despatches may fall into the unscrupulous hands of the 
Governor, Khosroof Bey, I shall send duplicates from Massowah. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


Minutes. 


I know nothing about these Christian prisoners ; are there any previous despatches 
concerning them ? Who is supposed to have any real power over the Bey of Taka ? 

Copy of this and No. 17 together to Lord Stratford de Redcliffe and Mr. Bruce, 
and say that efficient measures must be taken by ££ for putting an end to the insolence 
and tyranny of the Bey. 

October 28, 1854. C. 


Lord Clarendon will see by Mr. Bruce’s No. 37 that the Bey of Taka has been 
dismissed, and measures taken for the redress of the grievances of these Christians. 

Mr. Plowden’s despatches detailing those grievances are dated June 2 and 3. 
Mr. Bruce’s announcing the Bey’s dismissal, July 30. 

Does Lord Clarendon now wish the instructions in his Minute to be acted upon ? 
Foreign Office, November 4 , 1854. C. S. R. 


No. Inform Mr. Plowden of what has been done. 
November 4, 1854. 


Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received August 29.) 

(No. 19.) 

My Lora, Massowah , June 29, 1854. 

THE present position of the contending Abyssinian Chiefs is this. 

The Has Ali has entirely abandoned the contest, and is living in a sanctuary by 
permission of Dejaj Kasai. 

Dejaj Kasai is in Godjam, where Birro Gosho still holds out, but without daring to 
risk a battle. 

Dejaj Oobeay is in Tigrd, but through fear has sent a large sum of money to Dejaj 
Kasai as tribute. 

The country is tolerably quiet; I expect shortly to receive letters from the camp of 
Dejaj Kasai, when I shall be able to furnish fuller information. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


Mr. C. Plowden to Mr. Hammond.—(Received October 4.) 

India Board , October 4, 1854. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 5th of May last, I am directed by the Com- 
for the Affairs of India to transmit to you, for the information of the Secretary 


missioners 1 

of State for Foreign Affairs, a copy of a despatch dated the 16th of July, together with 
its two inclosures, which Colonel Outram, the present Political Agent at Aden, has 
addressed to the Secretary to the Government of Bomba} 

(Signed) 


C. H. 0. PLOWDEN 
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Minutes . 

arte with Lord Cowley. 

srz" sttaae- * M ■>»■*■ * 
“ n acrtt- -^nc atwjaj. - 

-- c. 


Inclosnre 1 i n No. 371 . 

8 . aM °“- “ * «—»«* *—« 

Hourcee (subsequent to the date of ° f in * ormati on obtained from eredM^ 

x res ■.-artsSHr f = -£ 

EggSggsSSMp 

approval of their Government. ac,]ulslt,on would receive the recog^^ttX 
French vessels of waftotfo? Red Lea^durin/th 11 ^ f ° r ‘a® Very unusual| v frequent visits of 

a&£%s#SS® 

Por«e S for il ^ be drfe ™> for a time, 

I have, &C. 

_ (Signed) J. OUTRAN. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 371. 

roK T~ * S ”"'**" 

ssssx'r^”'tsrs “•“"»■* j n. 

This year the “ Cai m «n *» r . 

the commander was received’hv th^v 'T ar * st . e f mer » after paving a visit to Hodeida h 

p— -* -asaft.-sars njfes £3S 
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Greek merchant at Hodeida, and also by some of the Turkish officers, that the French 
officers sounded every part of the harbour, and both the northern and southern entrances 
to it. They also wished to examine the fort the Turks have erected on it, but were refused 
permission, they not having the Pasha’s orders for so doing. The Pasha of Hodeida was 
much annoyed at their proceedings, as they never mentioned to him their intention to 
visit the place; and I was further told that he had made a communication direct to 
Constantinople on the subject. 

1 he natives, Arabs, &c., consider that the French are going to procure a place in the 
Red Sea, and express their surprise that we allow it. This was the feeling, I believe of 
the various merchants at Jeddah. Within the last two years, three French vessels of war 
have visited the Red Sea; first the “ Eurydice,” a large corvette as she was termed 
mounting twenty-four heavy guns on her main deck, twenty French 30-pounders, and four 
8-mch canons a Paixhans, with a crew of 240 men, commanded by Commodore Guerin 
a very talented and distinguished officer in the French navy. I understand she visited 
every port on either side of the Red Sea, up as far as Suez ; after which the French frigate 
“La Jeanne d’Arc,” 44 guns, 450 men, bearing the flag of Rear-Admiral Laguerre, 
accompanied by the steamer “ La Caiman/* 6 guns, 150 men, visited the ports of Mocha, 
Hodeida, Jeddah, andI Massowah, this last year, making 11 great impression on the natives 
as to the power o! France; and comparisons were drawn, not very favourable to us. 
«5?T^ n * a 8 ,! eam ? r °^; on m al, y> the greater portion of the natives have only seen the 
Elpmnstone and “ Little Mahias translated to me they sav, “How is this? You 
English et these people come into these sens: look at their ships; what a number of 
guiio, what a number of men; then look at yours!” Ocular demonstration is everything 
to them. One thing, however, the French counteract in some measure their advantages 
by their excessive parsimony, more particularly in their dealing with the natives fbr 
procuring their supplies; and the Arab dealers and intelligent merchants do not appear 
to like them, and England holds the first place in their opinion. They say, " Well, after 
all, you English are the best; you always pay well, and keep your word; no lies 'come 
from you, and your Nusseeb is good ; you conquer all.'* 

t 1 f lR i ,at . e . Caiman,” last January and February, visited Mocha, Hodeida, Camaran 
Island (which is the one the French covet), Jeddah, and Massowah, and, from what I can 
learn visited several places on the African coast within the Red Sea; then examined Perim 
Is!and going into the harbour on the south-west side of it; from thence she proceeded 
to 1 adjoura, and finally to Zeyla, where she was wrecked on the 16th March last. This 
ermse was made by orders of Admiral I.aguerre, commanding the French naval forces in 
t ie Lmna and Indian Seas, and at Bourbon. A Report of the cruize was drawn up bv 
M. Larmier, the commandant of the late “ Caiman,” and sent to the French Minister of 
Marine, and to the naval authorities at Bourbon. 

I he French have made, I am led to believe, a complete reconnaissance of Aden. 
M. Kosmaun, belonging to the Etat Major of Admiral Laguerre, an officer of great talent, 
took soundings and observations in Aden hack Bay [sic], although they were furnished 
by their own Government with Captain Haines' excellent surveys. In “ La Livre Parlia- 
mentaire,” lately published by the French Government, of the Report of the examination 
ol french officers and other qualified persons on the stare of the French Navy &c. Aden 
is particularly mentioned as a place to be attacked in case of a war with England, and one 
Admiral asks, what would be the consequence if it was assailed by an overwhelming 

July 15, 1854. (Signed) CHARLES WM. MONTRIOU. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 371. 
Information furnished by the Rev. G. Badger. 


Tm? . r .. Aden, July 3, 1854. 

I lI “ orniat,on contained in the following notes was collected chiefly at Zeila in 
March and Apnl last and was supplied piece-meal, and by several of the principal 
somalis who were in the habit of visiting different places in the Red Sea. Shermaki. the 
chiel, was also present during some of my confabs with the natives, and himself supplied 
^vend items which I have recorded. Mohamud, the present Somali interpreter to the 

* 1 C j* another ot m y informants, who, in his character of pilot to several of 
the Last India Company s vessels in their trips up the Red Sea, had heard much of what 
I nave recorded. 
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I have no objection whatever to the mention of my name as having heard these 
statements. 

Mohamud confirms what I heard from seafaring natives on the opposite coast, who 
are fully convinced that the French seek a settlement in the Red Sea. 

Their first attempt appears to have been to obtain possession of Hafoon, a little below 
the eastern extremity of the opposite African coast. The place was visited by a French 
man-of-war about seven years ago. The crew landed, and several wells were dug by them. 
They offered, moreover, to purchase the place, but the Mejjertein Somalis refused to sell 
it. Captain Haines, it appears, was on the alert, and exerted his influence to frustrate 
the attempt. 

Some time after, three French missionaries visited Zeila, and, in the absence of 
Shermaki, purchased a store-house of his brother, for which they paid 900 dollars. The 
bouse is said to have been actually worth only 100 dollars. On Shermaki’s return from 
Mecca, and hearing of the circumstance, he referred the matter to Captain Haines, and 
found an excuse for not ratifying the agreement, on the ground that his brother was not 
empowered to sell the property. 

Somewhere about the time of the proceeding at Hafoon, a French man-of-war sailed 
up the Red Sea, and purchased Id, a small port about 120 miles south of Massowah on the 
African side. Six hundred dollars was the sum paid for it. However, nothing more seems 
to have been done there on that occasion. 

In May 1851, the French frigate “Eurydioe 5 ’ arrived at Aden, and the report got 
abroad that she had brought out materials and artisans to found a settlement at Id. She 
was absent about three months in the Red Sea, and much of that time was spent at Id, 
where an encampment was formed, and the peopleware told that the place belonged to the 
French. A report of their proceedings was despatched to Mocha, together with the 
intelligence that the Franks intended to remain, and to take possession of the place- 
However, many of the crew fell sick, and the vessel left. 

I have no record of the arrival of any French man-of-war in 1852. 

In February or March 1853, the “Jeanne d’Arc *• frigate and the “Caiman ’’ were 
absent about six weeks in the Red Sea, landing at several places on both 6ides. at Camaran 
among the rest. After leaving Massowah they proceeded to Amphila, which place they 
offered to purchase from the Dankali chieftainess Alirgo, who refused on the plea that the 
country belonged to the Sultan of Constantinople. On hearing of this, the Pasha of 
Jeddah sent a boat expressly charged with a rich present to the patriotic lady. The two 
ships then proceeded to Id, where part of the crew were again encamped for several days. 

When the * Caiman n left Aden on the 1st February last, she proceeded first to 
Mocha, then to Hodeida. At the latter place they had an interview with Mahmoud 
Pasha, and though they mentioned their intention of visiting Jeddah, they never intimated 
their design of calling at Cumaran. There they did go, however, and commenced sounding 
the straits and inlet. According to the native account, they also landed and brought with 
them on shore a “ spyglass on three legs several of them also crowded round a well, and 
appeared to be tasting the water. They also wished to enter a small blockhouse on the 
island, but were refused admission by the guard. 

A report of these proceedings having been sent to Mahmoud Pasha, he was very 
angry, and despatched an express to Jeddah to inform the Pasha there of what the French 
had clone, but the boat did not reach Jeddah till after the steamer had left. It appears, 
however, that some report of the same kind was forwarded to the Governor of Massowah, 
who, having heard that the French laid claim to Id, sent for four of the chiefs of that 
place, who denied that they had any knowledge of the sale. It seems that the chief is 
dead who really sold the place to the French. 

From Massowah the “Caiman ” went to Id, and after remaining there several days, 
sailed down to the Red Sea, touching at two or three other places within the Straits. 
Thence she proceeded to Tajaria, where she remained two days. 

From Tajaria she went to Zeyla, where she was wrecked. 

The Turkish authorities in the Red Sea seem to be convinced that the French are 
seeking for a settlement there; and the general opinion of the natives who have watched 
their operations fully confirms these suspicions. 
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No. 372. 

Mr. Hammond to Mr. C. Plowden. 

Sir, Foreign Office , October 5, 1854. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Clarendon to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 4th instant, forwarding a Report from the Political Agent at Aden relative to the 
proceedings of French ships-of-war in the Red Sea; and I am to state to you, for the 
information of the Commissioners for the Affairs of India, that his Lordship will 
communicate on this subject with Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Paris. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


No. 373. 

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Cowley. 


(No. 989. Confidential) 

My Lord, Foreign Office, October 5, 1854. 

I INCLOSE, for your Excellency’s information, copies of a Report and its inclosures 
from the Political Agent at Aden,* relative to the proceedings of French ships-of-war in the 
Red Sea. Your Excellency stated, in your despatches Nos. 568 and 589 of the 
27th April and 2nd May last, that the French Minister of Marine distinctly denied that 
the French Government had any intention of forming an establishment in the Red Sea, 
and said that he had given no instructions on the subject, and had no knowledge of the 
conduct imputed to the Commanders of French ships in that quarter ; hut how can those 
assurances be reconciled with repeated offers of purchase of territory made by French 
naval officers ? 

You will mention some of the leading facts detailed in the inclosed papers to 
M. Drouyn de Lhuys, and will again ask what are the real intentions of the French 
Government in this matter. 

I am, flic. 

(Signed) CLARENDON. 


No. 374. 

•V 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received October 16.) 

(No. 20.) 

My Lord, Massowah , June 29, 1854. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that, on the requisition of Dejai Kasai, the 
High Priest Aboona Salama, has l>een permitted by Dejaj Oobeay, to proceed to Gondar, 
his principal residence, from which city he had been banished by order of Ras Ali eight 
years since. 

On arriving iu the vicinity of Gondar, the Aboona learnt that M. de Jacobis, a 
Bishop of the Roman Catholic persuasion, was there resident and teaching. 

The Aboona has, therefore, refused to enter Gondar unless Dejaj Kasai shall order 
the immediate ejection of M. de Jacobis and his followers. 

The sanguinary scenes that occurred in Abyssinia during a similar struggle in the 
reign of the Emperor Socinios, whose traditions still excite horror in that country, ended 
in the complete triumph of the Copts; but 300 years have not it appears exhausted the 
proverbial patience of the Church of Rome. 

I shall watch the affair as closely as possible, but the rainy season is about to set in, 
and what I know of the unyielding character of the Aboona, and the fearless enthusiasm 
of M. de Jacobis, causes me some uneasiness. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


* Incloture* in No. 571. 
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No. 375. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received, October 16.) 

(No. 21.) 

My Lord, Massowah, June 30, 1854. 

I HAVE the honour to state that the Pasha of Massowah has written a letter to 
Dejajmatch Oobcay, setting forth that the salt plains in thcTaltal district, 100 miles from 
Massowah, and whence the Ahyssinians have procured salt from time immemorial, are the 
property and territory of his Master the Sultan. 

His claim, even if true, would be utterly ridiculous, as he cannot even preserve order 
in those provinces that are submitted to his rule. 

This letter was sent to me by Dejajmatch Oobeay, to whom it was addressed. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


Minute. 

Sir H. Bulwer, for Mr. Lyons, with reference to former correspondence upon the 
conduct of Roman Catholic Bishop. 

C. 


No. 376. 

Consul Plou den to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received October 16.) 

(No. 22.) 

My Lord, Massowah , June 30, 1854. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 10 of the 17th March last, I have the honour 
to represent that the Pasha continues bis vexatious conduct therein detailed 

The Pasha of Egypt was so obliging os to grant permission to my Secretary for some 
hundred weight of lead, on the application of Her Majesty’s Consul-General in Egypt, 
and for my private use. 

The Pasha of Massowah has seized this, on the somewhat curious pretext of the 
existence of war. 

This fresh insult is part of a system now adopted by the Pasha to blind the eyes of 
the population here; the French Consul and others have been insulted, and have obtained 
no satisfaction. The Pasha represents the assistance afforded to his Government as 
being the result of obedienee on the part of England and France to an order of the 
Sublime Porte, and has himself composed a prayer to be read in the mosque for the 
destruction of all Christians, and the universal dominion upon earth of the Ottomans. 

We have not here to contend with the pardonable ignorance of the lower orders, but 
with the deliberate hostility of the almost irresponsible Governor. 

And what Government. On my return from Kessala, the instant I entered the 
districts nominally subject to Turkey, constant alarms and quarrels occurred, and people 
might be seen running to arms in every direction as soon as my party appeared on the 
road. I could only obtain water, and insure safety, by my being well armed, and having 
many personal friends amongst those tribes. In Massowah itself, constant incendiary 
fires are occurring, and as there is no police whatever, and no attempt is ever made to 
discover the offender or check the crime, we are obliged to keep watch all night in our 
houses. 

I think it reasonable to demand that this Pasha be either dismissed or better 
instructed in his duty towards Europeans: and I request an order, distinctly worded, if 
possible, to the effect that my property of every description shall pass freely under all 
circumstances; and that I shall be at liberty to employ workmen for any purpose, and 
particularly at my house and garden in Mokooloo on the main land, without submitting 
to the indignity of an inspection and permission from the Pasha. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 
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Minute. 

Copies to Lord Stratford and Mr. Bruce. Request that the Governor be dismissed, 
or the most peremptory orders given to him. Inform Mr. Plowden. 

C. 


No. 377. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received October 16.) 

(No. 23.) 

My Lora, Massowah, June 30, 1854. 

I HAVE the honour to state that I have been at my post in Abyssinia, and in the 
execution of my duties, during the whole of the quarter ended this day. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 378. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received October 16.) 

(No. 24.) 

My Lord, Massowah, July 1, 1854. 

I HAVE the honour to state that Dejajmatch Oobeay, having entrusted a sum of 
money to an agent for the purchase of some fowling-pieces and rifles for his own use, has 
written to me for my assistance. 

The number of guns cannot be more than eight or ten, but as the Pasha of Massowah 
will certainly take the occasion of mortifying me by seizing them, I have to request a 
distinct order for the passage of these arms, and of any other personal property of Dejaj¬ 
match Oobcay. 

It is owing to the respect of Dejajmatch Oobeay for Her Majesty, and to my repre¬ 
sentations, that he has scrupulously abstained from any warlike expedition in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Massowah ; otherwise, though he could not effect, perhaps, a permanent 
conquest, it would be easy for him to coerce the Pasha into accordance with his requests. 

I have advocated this policy from humanity, to save the border tribes from the conse¬ 
quences of an invasion, unprovoked by them, but from which they are the principal 
sufferers; their Turkish Governor and soldiers shutting themselves up in their stone 
fortress or island, ou the first alarm. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 379. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received October 16.) 

(No. 25.) 

My Lord, Massowah, July \, 1854. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your circular of the 23rd February, 
1854, with the papers accompanying, and shall act as far as possible in accordance with 
the spirit of the instructions contained in that despatch. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 360. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received October 16.) 

(No. 26.) 

My Lord, Massowah , July 2, 1854. 

WITH reference to my despatches Nos. 10 and 22, I have the honour to present the 
following facts:— 

That having occasion to repair an oven and a well, on the ground that I have now 
occupied at Mokooloo on the mainland for seven years, the workmen and masons refused 
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Con»ul Plowden, 
No. 10, 1854. 


Ibid., No. 22, 1854. 


Ibid., No. 26. 1854. 


Ibid., Not. 10. 22. 24, 
and 26. 1854. 


their labour on the usual ground of Fear of the Pasha; that I then submitted to the 
indignity of sending to the Pasha my Secretary to demand the use of those workmen, and 
received for reply that he, the Pasha, would not permit me to place one stone upon 
another without a special order from Constantinople. I have, therefore, been obliged to 
dismiss my gardeners, and to ruin a garden which I raised in a sandy desert, and hare 
cultivated at an expense of at least 500/., and confess myself forced to yield after a 
patience of seven years’ duration, to the persevering enmity of every successive Governor 
of Massowah. 

The Ambassador of Her Britannic Majesty has procured many and stringent orders 
to the Pasha of Hedjaz on the subject of my complaints, these orders might have been 
forgeries for all the effect they have produced here. 

The Pasha of Massowah knows well that when he forces me to quit this slave depdt 
of Turkey, the only title the place merits, the other Europeans here will probably follow 
my example, and he may then pursue his course of misgovemment, bribery, and oppres¬ 
sion, without a witness or a check ; but it is scarcely possible that he would so unremit¬ 
tingly pursue that object, had the orders I mention been given in good faith by the 
Turkish Vizier. 

After so many years of impunity the Pasha may safely laugh, as he does, at any 
expression of displeasure by a French or English Consul; but I trust that Her Majesty’s 
Government will consider that my labours and my joumies in so impracticable a country 
as Abyssinia, isolated from my countrymen, deprived of every comfort, and without any 
assistant, are in themselves not trivial; and that if I am to endure besides, unsupported, 
an unwearying enmity in my absence, as in my presence, amounting to a tyranny that 
interferes in my domestic arrangements, on the one hand, I cannot possibly be regarded 
with that respect due to my official position, nor perform my duties efficiently ; on the 
other hand, my patience must at last give way under such odds. 

If what I state appears incredible or exaggerated, I have only to say that I am 
prepared to prove, not only every word contained in my despatches, but a great deal more 
with which 1 have been disinclined to weary Her Majesty’s Government. 

If I feel more than usual the insults now offered me, your Lordship will consider 
that I have just returned from a fatiguing and perilous journey, in which I suffered both 
in mind and body; and without a moment’s repose am obliged to encounter all these 
vexations from a Governor, whose sole duty is to befriend and support me, unless he can 
show good cause for a contrary course. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 381. 

Memorandum. 

DIFFERENCES have existed for some time past between the Governor of 
Massowah and Mr. Consul Plowden and the European residents generally, arising 
principally, as it appears, from private instructions given to the Governors by the Porte. 

The present Governor, by means of punishments and secret threats, prevents work¬ 
people taking employment from Europeans of any class whatever, unless those persons 
who wish to employ them first apply to him for his permission, when they must state 
precisely what it is they want to have done, and the workmen must only do it so far as 
permission has been granted: in some cases, as it would seem, after an inspection of or 
order of the Pasha. 

On the 30th of June last, Mr. Plowden complained thai a quantity of lead, which 
had arrived from Egypt for his private use, had been seized by the Governor on the 
ground of "the existence of war”; and, on the 2nd of July, that the Governor had 
forbidden the workmen aud gardeners he employed at his residence at Mokooloo, on the 
mainland opposite to Massowah, to continue to work there without a positive order to 
that effect from Constantinople. 

These are the principal objects of Mr. Plowden’s complaints, but he states generally 
that the Governor always took advantage of every opportunity for carrying on the 
vexatious and annoying course of conduct be had always pursued towards him and 
towards other Europeans. 


No. 382. 

Consul Plowden to Earl of Clarendon, No. 27, 1854. 

[Not received.] 

No. 383. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received October 16.) 

(No. 28.) 

My Lord, Massowah , July 10, 1854. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that Bisso Gosho, the Go^jam Chief, luw 
been defeated and taken prisoner by Dejaj Kassai. 

Ras Ah being now out of the question, Dejaj Oobeay, in Tigr<$, remains the only 
rival of Kasai, and he will probably be disposed of after the rainy season. 

If Dejaj Kasai succeeds in his bold attempt to destroy the military oligarchy and to 
restore the deposed monarchs of Gondar, there will still be some hope for Abyssinia; he 
has already, I believe, sent to the King of Shoa, ordering him to come to Gondar to do 
homage to his lawful Sovereign. 

Still, however he may improve the internal condition of the country and re-organize 
its Government, a hazardous and doubtful attempt, the main difficulty of the want of a 
sea-port will remain insurmountable by any Abyssinian Ruler; and, unless that want is 
supplied by us, Abyssinia will ever remain isolated from the rest of the world, nor will 
any Embassy or Consulate produce any profitable or lasting effect. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 
Minute. 

Is there any port there, and what can be done to open it ? Does anybody in the 
Foreign Office possess information on this matter ? 

C. 


Memorandum by Mr. Norris. 

The Island of Massowah is held by the Turks, who also claim a paramount right 
over the coast line opposite. It is situated on the north side of Massowah Bay, of which 
there is a chart in Salt’s Travels, page 209, but a better one in the East India 
Company’s large chart of the Red Sea. A few miles to the south is Annesley Bay, on 
the side of which are ruins believed by some to be the Adulis or ancient port of 
Abyssinia, though D’Anville places this at Arkiko in Massowah Bay. No part of 
Abyssinia comes down nearer to the sea than forty miles distance, the interval being 
filled by Shihos and Bazortas, who are not unfriendly to travellers. All Abyssinia, 
except the south-east part, called the Kingdom of Shoa, is in a state of constant internal 
war, every nominally subordinate Governor being really independent, and each making 
war upon the others. The Governor of Gondar, where the nominal King resides, 
changes the King whenever he chooses, and it seems very doubtful if a restoration of 
an ancient line be possible. When Salt was in Abyssinia there were living eight 
deposed monarchs of Gondar. The more regular state of Shoa, whose King, mentioned 
in Mr. Plowden’s letter, has been friendly to European travellers, has, within these 
twenty years, drawn attention to the harbour of Tajurrah, outside the Red Sea, opposite 
Aden, which has good anchorage, except in the south-west monsoon. Tajurrah is about 
200 miles from Shoa, but there are no political difficulties in the way, the inhabitants 
being friendly; tbev are either Danakil or Somanlis. 8urgeon Kirk published a 
detailed account of his journey to Abyssinia from Tajurrah, in Vol. xiv of the Geo¬ 
graphical Society’s Journal, page 221. In consequence of the anarchical state of the 
other provinces of Abyssinia, Shoa is now or hAs been paramount; the capital is 
Ankobar. 

Salt has some details in his Appendix on the trade of Abyssinia through Zeyla, 
which is, I believe, Tajurrah. Ruppel, who was in Abyssinia about eighteen years ago, 
gives a statement of the trade through Massowah; he mentions slaves, ivory, wax, 
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coffee, bides, as the chief exports. He computes the total annual value to be above 
40,0001. sterling, but more than a half is in slaves. There is a good deal of cloth 
imported from India. 

Massowah harbour is easy of access, and will hold in safety, according to Salt, fifty 
ahips. No sea of consequence, because the entrance is narrow. 

E. N. 


I think Mr. Plowden should be asked in what way he considers that the want of a 
sea-port can be supplied by us, what port he would suggest, and what measures should 
be taken by Her Majesty’s Government. 


No. 384. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received October 16.) 

(No. 29.) 

My Lord, Massowah, July 10, 1854. 

I HAVE to request your Lordship’s permission to visit England during some 
months of the next year, and to leave my post in January or February next for that 
purpose. 

I write thus early as I shall probably not receive the reply till November or December 

next. 

I beg to recommend that my Secretary, Mr. Barroni, remain in charge here, until 1 
receive your Lordship’s final orders respecting this Consulate, which I trust I shall do in 
person, after my Report, forming Inclosure 1 in my despatch No. 27 of the 9th July, 
1854, shall have been considered. 

Mr. Barroni’s knowledge of all that has occurred at this Consulate, and of the 
interior of the country, will enable him to furnish me with intelligible reports of all that 
happens during my absence, and will compensate for his slightly imperfect knowledge of 
English. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 385. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received October 16.1 

(No. 30.) 

My Lord, Massowah, August 21, 1854. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that no vessel has been here from Aden for 
seven months past, and I now send my despatches by an Arab boat to that port. 

There are frequent opportunities by way of Jiddah to Suez; but during eight or 
nine months in the year the strong northerly winds that prevail render the voyage very long 
and somewhat precarious ; I am, therefore necessarily dependent on vessels to Aden, and 
mention this to explain the delay in my correspondence. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 386. 

Sir H. Bulwer to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received October 24.) 

(No. 48.) 

My Lord, Florence , October 17, 1854. 

I HAVE the honour herewith to transmit to your Lordship a despatch from 
Mr. Lyons giving an account of some explanations into which Cardinal Antonelli had 
entered’ with him respecting the differences between the Aboona Salama and the Roman 
Catholic missionaries in Abyssinia, a subject which I was instructed, by your Lordship’s 
despatch No. 4 of 26th July last, to direct Mr. Lyons to bring under the notice of the 
Papal Government 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) H. L. BULWER. 


i 
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Minutes. 

WILL you send a precis of Mr. Lyons’ despatch to Mr. Plowden ? If it should go 
to-morrow you can sign it in my absence. 

October 24, 1854. C. 


Inclosure in No. 386. 

Mr. Lyons to Sir H. Bulwer . 

Sir, Rome , October 13, 1854. 

CARDINAL ANTONELLI communicated to me this morning information which he 
had procured from the Propaganda, in consequence of the request which I had made, that 
he would acquaint me with the precise directions given by the Court of Rome, to prevent 
the recurrence of the disorders which had arisen out of the differences between the Aboona 
Salama and the Roman Catholic missionaries in Abyssinia. 

The Cardinal read me first a report (apparently addressed by the Propaganda to his 
Eminence himself) stating that the missionaries in general had given no ground of offence 
to the Aboona Salama, excepting by their endeavours to convert the people to the Roman 
Catholic faith ; that to effect conversions was of course the object of their mission, and 
their bounden duty. The report, however, went on to say that it was true that certain 
property of the Aboona Salama had been seized at Jeddah, at the instigation of a Capuchin 
monk of the name of Felicissimo; but that this proceeding had been entirely disapproved 
both by the Vicar Apostolic of the district and the Propaganda. 

Cardinal Antonelli next read to me a letter addressed to the Propaganda by the 
Vicar Apostolic of the district in which Abyssinia is included, complaining of the conduct 
of the monk Felicissimo in the matter in question, and pointing out, in forcible language, 
the impolicy as w'ell as the impropriety of it. 

The Cardinal also read to me the answer of the Propaganda to the above letter. This 
answer is dated May 28, 1854. It expresses strong disapprobation of the conduct of the 
monk Felicissimo in the particular case complained of, and says that in consideration of 
the testimony borne by the Vicar Apostolic to his general character for prudence and zeal, 
the Propaganda do not recall him altogether, but that they desire thut he may be seriously 
admonished to avoid giving occasion to such scandal in future, and be removed at once to 
the most distant part of the Vicariate. The answer concludes with some detads as to 
communications with the immediate superiors of the monk, and as to other measures taken 
by the Propaganda to insure the above order being executed with the least possible delay. 

Finally, Cardinal Antonelli showed me two letters written to M. de Jacobis, head of 
the regular Roman Catholic Mission in Abyssinia, by Her Majesty’s Consul at Massowah, 
and dated in August last,—I think one on the 21st, and the other on the 22nd of that 
month. From these two letters it seemed to Tesult that matters had been placed on a 
comparatively satisfactory footing. 

I have, Sic. 

(Signed) R. B. P. LYONS. 


No. 387. 

Lord Cowley to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received October 24.) 

(No. 1269.) 

My Lord, Paris , October 22, 1854. 

AFTER receiving your Lordship’s despatch No. 989 of the 5th instant, respecting the 
proceedings of French ships of war in the Red Sea. I addressed M. Drouyn de Lhuys a 
note, of which I have the honour to inclose a copy. 1 took this course, because in a 
matter of this nature it is more satisfactory that Her Majesty’s Government should have 
the declarations of the French Government in writing. 

Your Lordship will find in the other inclosure of this despatch a copy of the answer 
which M. Drouyn de Lhuys has returned to me. Your Lordship will observe that the 
Minister of Marine declares the reports which have reached Her Majesty's Government 
to be erroneous. 

The assurance, however, which his Excellency gives respecting the instructions to be 
furnished to the French Admiral who is going to take the command in the Chinese waters 
are too indistinct to be of much value. 

I have, Ac. 

r Signed) COWLEY. 
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Admiralty and India Board. 
October 24, 1654. 


Minutes . 


C. 


I think the information came from the India Board. 


C. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 387. 

Lord Cowley to M. Drouyn de Lhuys. 

M. le Ministrc, Paris, October 7, 1854. 

IT will no doubt be in your Excellency’s recollection that in the early part of the 
present year I had the honour to call your attention to certain reports which had reached 
Her Majesty’s Government respecting the intention of the Imperial Government to obtain 
possession of a port in the Red Sea. Your Excellency was good enough to make inquiries 
of the Minister of Marine, the result of which was an assurance on the part of that 
Minister that those reports had no foundation in truth. 

Her Majesty’s Government are quite convinced that such was the belief of your 
Excellency’s honourable colleague, but they are compelled to state that from further 
reports received from the Red Sea, it appears that offers to purchase territory in that 
quarter have at various times been made by officers in command of French vessels; and I 
am instructed to ask your Excellency again whether, since I last had the honour of 
conversing with you on this matter, any alteration has taken place in the intentions of the 
Emperor’s Government, as then conveyed to me. 

. I avail, &c. 

(Signed) COWLEY. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 387. 

M. Drouyn de Lhuys to Lord Cowley. 

M. l’Ambassadeur, Paris , le 20 Octobre , 1854. 

VOTRE Excellence m’a fait l’honneur dc m'entretenir demterement des rapports 
adress^s au Gouvernemcnt de Sa MajesU* Britannique, et dcsquels il rlsultait quo des 
officicrs commandant des bfttiments de la Marine Impdriale s’occupaicnt de n^gocier la 
cession de territoires situ^s sur le littoral de la Mer Rouge. 

M. le Ministrc de la Marine, k qui je m’etais euipresse de detnander des renseigne- 
incnts k ce sujet, me rtfpond qu aucun batiment dc la Marine Imp^riale n’a paru r&einment 
dans ces parages, si ce n’est la corvette le “Caiman,” qui s’est perdue sur les eAtes 
d’Abyssinic le 16 Mars de cette annde. Quant k la frigate la “Jeanne d’Arc,” qui avait 
fait Fannie dernikre une apparition dans cette mer, elle 1’avait quitt^e d£s le 24 Avril, 
1853. Le Gouverncment de la Reine ne saurait done douter que les informality qui lui 
sont parveuues cn cette circonstance ne fussent incxactes. 

Jc crois devoir, au surplus, communiquer k votre Excellence copie de la lettre m£me 
que m’a £crite a cette occasiou M. Ducos. 

Agrdez, &c. 

(Sign*) DROUYN DE LHUYS. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 387. 

M. Ducos to M. Drouyn de Lhuys. 

M. le Ministre, Paris , le 14 Octobre, 1854. 

VOUS m’avez fait l’honneur de me transmettre la copie dune lettre par laquelle 
Lord Cowley vous informait que des rapports adresses au Gouvernement Anglais avaieat 
signales les officiers commandant les b&timents de la marine Impe'riale comme s’attachant 
il n^gocier la cession de territoires situds sur le littoral de la Mer Rouge. 

Aucun bAtiment de la marine Impthiale n’a paru recemment dans ces parages, si ce 
n’est la corvette le “Caiman,” qui s’est perdue sur les cAtes de l’Abyssinie, le 16 Mare 
de cette ann£e. La frigate la “ Jeanne d’Arc,’’ qui a fait une apparition dans cette mer, 
1’avait quitt^e le 24 Avril, 1853. 

Or, par les instructions que j’adressais le 3 Avril de l’anny prdc&lente it M. leContre- 
Amiral Laguerre, commandant la station de la Reunion et de l’lndo-Chine, j’invitais, il 
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cst vrai, cet officier general & se rendre dans la Mer Rouge avec la ** Jeanne d'Arc M et le 
“ Caiman,” afin d v montrer notre pavilion et de protiger les inter&s de notre com¬ 
merce; mais votre Excellence remarquera, par Fextrait suivant de ces instructions, qu’il 
n’etait nullement question de traiter de la cession de territoires dans ces parages :— 

“ Lorsqu’il s’agira de traiter avec le Gouvernement de Jeddah et de Massouah pour 
maintenir leurs bonnes dispositions ou pour les ramener & des sentiments de bicnveillance 
envere nos natiooaux, vous prendrez l’initiative de toutes les mesons qui vous paraitront 
les plus propres a atteindre ce but, sans toutefois vous porter k aucun acte ou k des demon¬ 
strations qui seraient de nature k troubler les bons rapports qui existent entre la Sublime 
Porte et la France.” 

J’ignore done comment des renseignements contraires ont pu Atre adresses au 
Gouvernement Britannique; mais, comme vous le vovez, ils sont complktement errony. 
Toutefois, dans les instructions que j’adresserai k l’officier qui remplacera prochainement 
l’Amiral Laguerre dans la station de la Reunion et l’lndo-Chine, j'aurui soin de lui tracer 
la ligne deconduite ksuivre k cet egard, afin qu’il ne puisse y avoir de confusion. 

Agrlez, &c. 

(Signe) TH. DUCOS. 


No. 388. 

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Plowden. 

OSTo. 4.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, October 26, 1854. 

IN reply to your despatch No. 29 of the 10th of July last, I have to inform you 
that I accede to your request for leave of absence to visit England during some months 
of next year; and that I approve of your leaving Mr. Barroni in charge of Her Majesty’s 
Consulate during your absence, until otherwise directed. 

I am, 8tc 

(Signed) CLARENDON. 


No. 389. 

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Stratford de Redcliffe .• 

(No. 648.) 

My Lord, Foreign Office , October 26, 1854. 

I TRANSMIT, for your Excellency’s information, copies of three despatches from 
Mr. Consul Plowden,f detailing the injuries and insults offered to him by the Governor of 
Massowah, and requesting that reparation may be afforded to him for the vexations and 
loss caused him by this Pasha’s conduct. 

His proceedings, indeed, as reported by Mr. Plowden, appear to be positively hostile 
to Her Majesty’s Agent, instead of being characterized by the courtesy and kindness 
which are clue to the officer of a friendly Power. 

I have to instruct your Excellency to make known to the Turkish Government these 
continued complaints of Mr. Plowden, and to request the Porte to take steps for the 
dismissal of the Pasha of Massowah, or to cause the most peremptory orders to be sent to 
him to treat the British Consul in a becoming manner, and to afford him redress on the 
various matters of complaint which he sets forth in his despatches. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) CLARENDON. 


No. 390. 

Lord IVodehouse to Mr. Lowe. 

Sir, Foreign Office , October 27, 1854. 

WITH reference to Mr. Hammond’s letter of the 5th instant, stating that Lord Claren¬ 
don would communicate with Her Majesty’s Ambassador ut Paris respecting the reported 
proceedings of French ships of war in the Red Sea, I am directed by his Lordship to 


• A similar despatch «ras sddressed to Mr. Bruce. 
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transmit to you, for the information of the Commissioners for the Affairs of India, a copy of 
a despatch which has been received from Lord Cowley upon this subject.* 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) WODEHOUSE. 


No. 391. 

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Plowden. 

(No. 5.) 

Sir, Foreign Office , October 28, 1854. 

I INCLOSE, for your information, the substance of a despatch from Mr. Lyons, at 
Rome, to Sir Henry Bulwer, Her Majesty’s Minister at Florence,! giving an account of 
some explanations Into which Cardinal Antonelli had entered with him, respecting the 
differences between the Aboona Salama and the Roman Catholic missionaries in Abys¬ 
sinia, a subject upon which Sir Henry Bulwer had been instructed by me in July last to 
bring under the notice of the Papal Government. 

I am, See. 

(S>ed) CLARENDON. 


No. 392. 

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Plowden. 

(No. 6.) 

Sir, Foreign Office , October 28, 1854. 

I HAVE received your despatches No. 22 of the 30th of June, and Nos. 24 and 26 
of the 1st and 2nd of July; and 1 have to acquaint you that instructions have been sent 
to Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Constantinople and to Her Majesty’s Agent and Consul- 
General in Egypt to press for the recall of the Governor of Massowah, or that the most 
peremptory orders should be sent him to treat you in a becoming manner, and to afford 
you redress on the various matters of complaint set forth in your despatches. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) CLARENDON. 


No. 393. 

The Earl of Clarendon to Sir Ii. Bulwer. 

(No. 31.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, October 28, 1854. 

WITH reference to former correspondence respecting the differences between the High 
Priest of Abyssinia and the Homan Catholic missionaries, 1 inclose herewith, for communi¬ 
cation to Mr. Lyons, a copy of a despatch from Mr. Plowden, Her Majesty’s Consol at 
Massowah, upon the same subject.! 

I am. &c. 

(Signed) CLARENDON. 


No. 394. 

The Earl of Claremion to Consul Plowden. 

(No. 7.) 

Sir, Foreign Office , November 1. 1854. 

WITH reference to your despatch No. 28 of the 10th of July last, I should be glad 
to he informed in what way you consider that the want of a sea-port in Abyssinia could be 
supplied by England; what port you would suggest; and what measures should be taken 
by Her Majesty’s Government. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) CLARENDON. 


No. 395. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received November 2.) 

(No. 27.) 

My Lord, Massowah , July 9, 1854 

I HAVE the honour to inclose a Report containing some information on Abyssinia, 
as directed in your Lordship’s despatch of October 3, 1853. 

I have endeavoured to give your Lordship a sketch of the laws, customs, government, 
and position of Abyssinia, w ith a short account of its neighbours. 

• No. 387. f loclosure in No. 386. $ No. 374. 
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I trust that this Report may assist your Lordship in deciding clearly the course to be 
pursued with reference to Abyssinia. 

Struggling with the difficulties of the Abyssinian character and institutions; baffled 
by ilieir ignorance, and more by the want of any supreme authority; obliged by my 
position to be recognized as a friend to the Abyssinian nation, yet forced by geographical 
circumstances to reside partly at a Turkish port, where the Governor necessarily regards 
me with suspicion ami hatred, as one seducing from him the allegiance of his slaves ; I can 
scarcely convey to your Lordship an idea of the difficulties I have had to contend with. 

I enclose also a map which gives a rough notion of the northern fVontier of Abyssinia. 

J he course of several of the rivers therein laid down will not be found in any other 
map, and huve be*, n hitherto the subject of much discussion amongst geographers. Yotir 
Lordship may depend upon the general accuracy of the mop, though I do not pretend to 
astronomical exactness. 

Both the map and the report are compiled entirely from my personal observations. 

I have, Sic. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


Inclosure 1 in No 395. 

Report. 

NORTHERN ABYSSINIA is a State isolated from the sea and from the civilized 
world by surrounding tribes of savages, and is fast lapsing from its former condition as a 
Christian realm, governed by one absolute Sovereign, into sub-divisions of small tribes, 
that will hereafter retain probably little of religion or civilization. 

It is separated also from its kindred province of Shoa by strong and fierce races called 
Golla, who are independent, notwithstanding the boastful title of King of the Gnllas 
assumed by Sahela Selassie and bis successor, whose actual dominions do not equal a fifth 
part of the Gatla territory. 

The country that I name Northern Abyssinia, and which is inhabited by professing 
Christians, is about 400 miles in length from rorth to south, inclining westerly, and 300 
in its greatest breadth, which is from N.N.W. to S.S.E., that is, from the neighbourhood 
of Mussowah to the town of Ayjubay in Godjam, aud from Wayhaynee, the limits of the 
Egyptian dominion in that quarter, to the borders of Kffat, belonging to Shoa. 

Its north-western and w’estein boundary is formed by the Pashnlicof Seminar; partly 
on the west and to the south-west vast forests, frequented by wild beasts, or hot plains 
inhabited by negro races, exclude Abyssinia from the navigable part of the Blue Nile. To 
the south, that river, an impetuous torrent, forms its boundary, almost its safety, from the 
Gallas—excellent horsemen, whose delicht is war. To the east and south-east the Gullas 
of Borona, Wallo, Worahaimano, and Worrakallo, separate it from Shoa. The three lust 
are the stronghold of lslamiMn ; and these are atrain barred from the sea by the savage 
Adaiel, by whose hordes, led by Mahommed Grayne, Abyssinia was nearly destroyed, 
when saved by Portugal and the introduction of firearms. To the eastward again, more 
northerly, other tribes of Gallas called Arcya and Azobo still interpose between Abyssinia 
and the sea-coast: aud to the north-east and north various tribes with various tongues, 
Taltals, Danakil, ^hihos, llababs, &c., everywhere seclude that realm, and join the domin¬ 
ions of Abbas Pasha, in the tribes of the Beni-Amecr, ruled by the Pasha of Taka. 

A circle is thus completed that must somewhere be broken through, either by the 
Abyssinians themselves, had they the power, or by that nation desiring a free intercourse 
with them. 

The tribes 1 have last mentioned, that seclude Abyssinia from the Red Sea, occupy a 
strip of land along its coast of 70 to 100 miles in breadth ; and it is here that the Turkish 
Government has occupied several points, of which mention shall he made hereafter: and 
although these tribes were formerly Abyssinians. and still, in many places, as at Mussowah, 
speak the ancient Ethiopic tongue, as they are now completely separated, 1 shall not in¬ 
clude them in an account of Christian Abyssinia in its present limits. 

Setting aside, therefore, this border along the sea, Abyssinia is a range of vast table¬ 
lands and fantastic mountains, alternating and varying in elevation from 4,000 to 14,000 
fect.above the sea level. Deep valleys, the beds of the larger rivere f intersect this in 
various directions; but these streams, however circuitous their course, almost all finally 
join the Blue Nile, or Abai, as it is termed by the Abyssinians. These arc nowhere 
navigable; and a few mountain torrents only, and when swollen by the rains, find their 
way to the Red Sea. The abrupt and high ranges from which these torrents descend are 
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seen from the coast at the distanec of eighty miles inland, and mark everywhere, as far 
north as the 16th degree of latitude, the confines of the Christian country. 

Ihe climate, on all the high land, is salubrious ; but the valleys, nt certain seasons 
are rendered dangerous by fevers, particularly the low countries bordering on Sennaar, and 
these valleys produce the richest crops of grain. The tropical rains fall plentifully at 
the same season with those of Bengal, from June to September, and the soil extremely 
Icrtile might, from the variety of temperature at the different elevations, produce almost 
every article of human consumption. Two large inland lakes exist: the one near Gondar 
called Tana, the other, m the province of Tehluderee, called Haik. The former is sixty 
miles in length, studded with islands, and abounds in excellent fish ; singular to say the 
crocodile, that is found in most of the large rivers of Abyssinia, does not infest this lake 
which swarms however with hippopotami. The Blue Nile takes its rise a short distance 
from this, and after forcing its way through the waters of the lake at one comer, forms 
nearly a circle round Godjam, the southern province of this country. 

1 he flat and overflowed lands round the Lake Tana, are kept as pasture for cattle or 
partially sown with grain ; but they are well adapted for the cultivation of rice, or su^ar- 
canes, which both grow wild ; or of indigo, which has thriven in Shoa. 

. ihe cold plains of Waggcra and Godjam, and the lotty mountains of Semen, where 
the blackberry, the hawthorn, and the fir, now usurp a great part of the soil, are fitted for 
all the productions of northern latitudes. The more temperate provinces would probably 
be favourable to the growth of pepper, spices, and coffee, which last has already been 
planted at Korata; and even the coast, and hottest districts, might give crops of cotton of 
line quality. Barley, wheat, peas, grain, beans, maize, Indian corn, millet, linseed, 
saffron, oats, and some kinds of grain unknown to us, are cultivated with little trouble; a 
small oblong potato, called “ dennich,” and the root of a very nourishing banana, the 
ansett, form a great part of the food of some districts. 

In the present confusion and supineness not a fiftieth part of the surface is I 
suppose, cultivated ; while such is the bounty of nature that Edjow, and other provinces 
produce two crops per annum on the same ground. 

I*ruit trees, the plum, the orange, the lemon, and the peach, grow wild in the jungle • 
the vines are luxuriant, and the quality of the wine excellent; numerous streams every¬ 
where irrigate and adorn this agreeable land, whose rich meadows, lowing herds, sparklin" 
waters, golden harvest, and shady trees, often present a scene of European beauty to the 
traveller. 

. Gold an( * copper exist, and iron is found in great abundance ; plains of sulphur and 
various salts, in the province now occupied by theTaltals, supply all Abyssinia with those 
commodities; and other wealth mav lie hid in that volcanic tract. A search for coal 
would, elsewhere, be probably successful; but to describe the mineral and natural riches 
of this country, should be the task of one better qualified for the investigation. 

It is a country that combines mineral resources, a delightful climate, and tropical 
luxuriance, with so much general salubrity, that no waste of European life need be appre¬ 
hended from frequenting it »* 

The temperature of the moderate elevations is very regular, in some places scarcely 
varying ten degrees throughout the year. Mineral and hot springs abound. All the 
colder provinces, particularly the Galla, are favourable to horse-brveding; sheep, goats, 
and cattle, thrive throughout the country; the mulberry has been grown; the potato' 
lately introduced, flourishes; and food is, in general, found too abundantly, as it is found 
almost without labour. 

But while nature has done so much, human energy, or skill, has done nothing. The 

utter want of ro ids and bridges—the stagnant, or lawless, nature of the social system_ 

the obstinate attachment to ancient customs—the multitude of rulers, indifferent to every¬ 
thing but their personal enjoyment—the constant wars, and consequent insecurity of life 
and pioperty—are fast ruining a country of whose beauty and fertility its inhabitants mav 
with some reason, boast. * * ' 1 

The divisions of language in Christian Abyssinia are two, Tigre' an 1 Amharie. The 
former, a slight corruption from the ancient G*iz, itself derived from Hebrew and Arabic ; 
and the latter, in my opinion, a distinct language, into which have crept many words from 
the former. The Amharie is now the written language of the country, the Geez character 
being used, with sonic additions. The Tigre dialect is spoken in the province of Tigr£, 
hounded by the River Takazzee, flow ing from the south-south-east to north-north-west; and* 
with some variations all along the sea-coast from Massowah, inclusive, to the port of 
Aggeek. The Amharie, by the rest of Abyssinia, from the Takazzee to the Abaai; and 
also in the province of Shoa. In Tign* I include the tribe called Agow, that inhabit a 
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district at the source of the Takazzee, anciently called the Kingdom of Last* w k niM , 
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Sometimes the order comes to clear the court, when sticks are used without distinc¬ 
tion of persons. The Chiefs affect a trifling and childish manner, to the great annoyance 
of a white man, who has, perhaps, some important affairs to speak on, and who, from his 
more energetic feelings, thinks them of greater importance than they are. I will not 
dwell on these matters, but the difficulties they raise are not trifling, nor easy to 
vanquish. 

The Abvssinians are superstitious; they believe in the efficacy of amulets; of writings 
in jargon mixed with Scripture; in the charms of Mussulmans to control the hail and 
the rain; in spirits of the forest and the river; in omens; in fortune-tellers; and in 
devils that may he cast out by spells from their human victim, quoting the authority of 
the New Testament for their belief; to these they attribute epilepsy, and other incurable 
diseases. 

One absurdity lias, however, led to the death of many innocent individuals; all 
workers in iron, and some others, are supposed to convert themselves into hysenas, and to 
prey invisibly on their enemies; and many have been slaughtered in this belief. It is not 
worth while to enter upon a full account of this singular idea, which is universal and 
tenacious, and has its parallel in the “ loup-garou ” of France, and the “ wehr-wolf ” of 
Germany. 

Gambling appears to be unknown, but they are constantly betting, not, however, to 
gain money, as the judge of the forfeit receives it from the loser, the winner having thus 
punished his adversary. This is a fruitful source of revenue to the Chiefs 

In their houses they are dirty, and generally in their domestic habits; though 
cleanly in person when their means will permit. 

Save the door-keeping 1 have mentioned, much freedom exists in their society; in 
one room a beggar jostles a Chief, and a dirty rag presses against the white turban of a 
priest; or a thief, perhaps in chains, is seated next to an honest man; nay, the latter will 
will make way for the former, with much politeness, if an older man than himself. So 
indulgent are they, that even a madman is never put under restraint, and rarely excluded, 
though perhaps dangerous. Visiting is unceasing amongst the middle classes, and 
hospitality is offered, with indiscriminate profusion, according to the means of the 
proprietor. 

In Abyssinian society no repugnance is even shown to those afflicted with apparent 
and loathsome disease; and no man forfeits his position by any crime. Theft is, in many 
provinces, regarded as an honourable employment; highway robber)' as quite excusable, 
even if accompanied by homicide; rape is venial; and adultery regards only the husband. 
This has probably been the national character for many ages; and now that misrule and 
anarchy are superadded, the Ahyssinians are unconsciously retrograding to a savage state, 
and losing all the advantages they may have acquired from the adoption of Chris' ianity. 
Yet they still nourish the delusion that they are a nation, as when their kings marched 
armies into the Holy Land, and governed Arabia; while their fleets traded to India, and 
their African dominions were bounded by the White Nile, the Red Sea, and the Indian 
Ocean. 

They have in general an aversion to change in their religious observances, laws, and 
customs; their laws are, however, nearly forgotten, and their manners are changing 
yearly. This, which is characteristic of the race, is a great obstacle to improvement. 
Neither the idea of progress nor the word exists; for all absurdities and abuses, even for 
injustice, the reason “ it has always been so” is held sufficient, even when the error is 
admitted. In consequence, as nothing can be stationary, their whole institutions are 
degenerating. 

They are very quick of apprehension and subtle of speech, and as from childhood 
they are accustomed to select phrases that may be agreeable to the person they are 
addressing, or useful to themselves, are always specious, and sometimes eloquent; it is 
very difficult for a stranger to arrive at the truth by questions. 

They are fond of litigation, and most of them skilled in the quibbles and proverbs 
that are essential to success in any dispute. It is the favourite sport of boys and children, 
and the smallest difference of opinion furnishes matter for a long and sometimes expensive 
law-suit. The obstinacy in trifles is a mark, perhaps, of their Jewish blood. Notw ith¬ 
standing the abundance of food in Abyi sinia, nothing is mere difficult, or occupies more 
time, than to provide for the daily wants of an establishment. A Chief can obtain any¬ 
thing at once, and often without payment, where a stranger, infinitely richer, would, 
without his friendship and assistance, run the risk of starving. Nothing can be obtained 
bv money except at a market, and often at a very great distance. Shops are unknown, 
and almost all trades must be practised in each household. Water must be carried for 
household purposes from a distant brook, corn must be converted into flour, cookery must 
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be prepared, bread baked, and beer brewed, in every establishment accordimr to its 

Tre ^On a » d t0 n ° ° f domestI< ? ulilit y ® man put his hand for anv amount of 

to °.L J?rT ey 7 n ° , marketS can . be found a| l necessaries must be carried at 
least to the next large town, involving a very inconvenient amount of baggage. 

I he Abvssinians, indeed, demand hospitality at each village and ,.n th-i* 

quarters without ceremony, olton having to fight L the a^Stiom P * 

„ m l e I 10 ™ 0 ’* 1 ola merchant is equal in bulk to his goods. In more dan¬ 

gerous times, when baggage is a serious impediment, this billeting system becomes an 
imperative necessity lor all traveller On a campaign, the connfrv^le hSSTfcd 
horn their homes on the approach of an army, money is entirely useless and the kim. 
must either supply the stranger in hi* camp, which he cannot always do, or’the latter lias 
he alternatives ol starvation and foraging. Grass is abundant in the countrv ; but some 
local potentate or band of villagers must in general be propitiated before beasts are 
allowed to teed, and this cannot always be done by money; nor is the European character 

Zg&tr* 6 0ther reSOUrCe of flatter T A » > m tahle man should not visit 

1 he greater part of the tune of all classes is occupied in eating und drinking The 
instant any guest is received, no matter at what hour, lie must bo fed, mid is not allowed 
to refuse; mead is always produced, or beer, for they love not drv talking be it at daylight 
or at midnight. The profusion at their meals, and the large nucK of retoinera and 
daily guests that are fed by men of rank and wealth, bear a refLbZcHo the customsof 
our Saxon ancestors. 1 ho parallel muy perhaps hold good in other points The gates 

rehgrn? ‘° " h ° denU,nd food 110,1 belter »> the name of friendship 

religion, rich and poor are seated at one table; in the house of a great Chief public 

singers chant the legends ot their heroes, or receive guerdon for reciting inmromnhi 

thrift! 'me* T ai F °‘ ‘ ,e,r - h °!- a " d , hiS S “ es,a; QOr dues th e frequent intoxicalim. weaken 
the likeness. I easts are instituted a certain number of days after death bein- a point of 

honour with the relatives of the deceased, and encouraged by the priests who are guc^i 

stu^to J'mid fPJr P T Pa l! y b -V“- banquets' 

turhSnl nffh!, ° r hreC dayS the 8treet8 reeI with drunkenness, the white 

turbans of the pastors being conspicuous. The rejoicings at each wedding furnish ccuallv 

g their, and a> it is not diffieult to obtain admission, these festivities are i eWt 
resource to the scribes and all the poorer classess. I believe the truth nf th ^ \ 
made to me by an Abvssinian who had visited Rome “ that whih» th • i • p C,nar ^ 
could hve more luxuriously, there was no country like Abyssinia for the Xr - but heX 
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muL ' "Ti 80 °T n ’ “ thl8 , cu,tom ' that if a P*™°" bestows a gift on one of 
K k ' “ d do f “ ot «*•« an ^equate compensation, he can bring an lotion against 

w "c“thev f ’^ r ! ' “ ,J W ;" TeC V re dwna «“> law - i* favourite manTr m 
AirlJl S‘he purse of an European, and is a pretty and ingenious way to avoid 
direct begging. An European envoy to this country must, in the prelent state of society 
exchange present, with the great Chiefs, or be regarded as in object of charity^nd S 
*** w,th tact to av <”d the imputation of timidity or folly. 

of rennet, 1 Tfi° f relati0nsh . i | p ,r 8tr f DK ' lr ° m , mutual interest, as a barrier to the exactions 

^urinthin .^ Su the V '° l ?? e ° f J he 5oldier 5- The >- co^t kin to the fiftieth 
“ ; and a roan "ith many relat.ve, has much influence. The mUitary Governor 

is constantly changed but such a man retains a kind of hereditary power. They do not 

""'Tf th * P?.'" 1 ° f Shari “, g ‘ hcir P ur8e = on the contrary, incessant'lawsuits 
ih 0 , \ be V'? cn ,be nearest relations for land and property ; but in momenta of 
biwail nleT h ft each , °‘ h , cr , llke ‘Highland clan. They muster in thousands to 

by riohfnce Wh ° m * °“ f whlle iivin S- and the >' aU unite to avenge his death 

They retain two institutions of Judaism, and cling to them with obstinacy. The 

drawn Godj ? ra ‘ 8 held °f e 5, uaI sanctit y with the Sunday, so that water cannot be 
nor wood he . wn > f 0 ® Friday evening to Monday morning. Moreover, many 
animals are considered unclean, as the hare, the goose, in some districts the wild boar, and 
some other auimals. * 

» .There arc numberless saints’ days in the year, on which no work is done; 
traveller* 6 ***** ^ eVC “ 8Uffer ° the ” to work ’ which is mo8t irksome to the 

As a nation they have never had any element of progress within themselves, nor do 
hey appear ever to have wished for it. Coinage and architecture in solid masonry have 
never been attempted, though the Ptolemies set them the example of both, as shown bv 
the remains of Ax Am, and the gold and copper coins found in those ruins to this day. 

I he I ortugucse introduced the art of brick-burning, and built towers and bridges of excel¬ 
lent workmanship; no person in Abyssinia can now make mortar. No purely national 
antiquities of any kind exist. Their Kings and their people 2,000 years ago, must have 
passed their lives as now, seeking only for daily splendour or enjoyment, and indifferent to 
the perpetuation of their memory by any monument. 

though difficult to persuade, no people would he more docile under slight coercion. 
As soon as a thief of firmness governs in any district, quiet and order prevail to a 
surprising extent without any police. The word of the Chief suffices to produce this 
tranquillity ; but it cannot last long, as, on his death or removal, the means of disorder are 
unfortunately in every hand. To a foreign conquest little resistance would be offered • 
they are too unimaginative to dream of patriotism ; yet had they any national spirit, the 
rugged nature of their mountain passes would offer many difficulties to an invading army 
I his spirit which is entirely wanting, was supplied in their contests with the Mahometans 
by fanatical excitement, and in warring with native barbarians, by the hopes of plunder. 

Individually they are brave, but in masses, being without discipline, are hesitating, 
and little to be feared. Having no coinage of their own, the only money that passes 
current in Abyssinia is the German crown of Maria Theresa. This is changed in Tign* 
into pieces of cloth of various lengths, fabricated from cotton of the country or of India ; 
aud in the Amhara into blocks of salt, varying in number at each market place. This salt 
is cut in the plains ol the Taltal, near the Red Sea, and transported far into the interior; 
it becomes very valuable in the Galls provinces, where eight small pieces are sometimes 
exchanged for a dollar, and a hundred will purchase a slave. Gold, which under their 
Emperors was used a* currency, by weight, and was abundant, according to tradition, has 
now- almost disappeared. The ruler of Shoe sent some pounds of tine gold to the Court of 
Gondar, moulded in the shape of a mule, in token of fealty. This custom was continued 
till the last forty years. 

The whole dress of the people is of white cotton cloths, spun and wove in the country, 
nor do they consider a foreigner as dressed at all unless he throws one of their white 
mantles over his own apparel. It illustrates curiously the character of this nation, so vain 
and stubborn in trifles, to see the servants of even a well-dressed European follow him 
almost with shame, and the rest of the populace regarding him with laughter or sneers, 
nor is this a small matter nor a trifling difficulty. The first impression does much, and 
ridicule is harder to vanquish than persecution. Socrates, in our modern attire, would 
scarcely be respected in Abyssinia. 

Could difficulties of other kinds be overcome, the disposition of the Abyssinians is on 
the whole favourable to the establishment of relations, commercial or polity. Many of 
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Plundering begins on the first trifling advantage, and it is often very difficult to discover 
on which side is the victory. This desultory manner of fighting does not prevent con¬ 
siderable loss of life. The soldiers, when the campaign is ended, are dismissed to roam 
about their respective districts, arms in hand, exacting from the peasantry until a^ain 
summoned to the field; in return, the country people slav remorselessly all fugitives of 
either side from a field of battle. J 5 

1 he chiefs keep more or less discipline amongst their troops when on the march or in 
quarters, according to their personal character. When provisions become scarce in the 
camp, some district is ordered for plunder, and the soldiers are very expert in discovering 
hidden stores. ° 

The military despise all other classes save the priesthood. They love splendour of 
dress in battle, and some of their costume is rich and tasteful. 

In the intervals of international quarrels the troops are kept in good humour by 
expeditions againt the nearest tribes of barbarians—not generally with any views of per¬ 
manent conquest, hut only in search of spoil, and that the soldier may revel in bloodv 
trophies (the foreskins of the Philistines), the height of his ambition. These trophies are 
equally sought for in the battle* of Christian against Christian, and I am uncertain if it 
be an ancient custom or introduced only by the Gallas, hut incline to the latter opinion. 
After an engagement, these disgusting tokens of success are heaped before the tent of the 
king. 

1 he soldiers seldom receive regular pay, but rewards are distributed to the bravest, 
and the more fortunate receive appointments from their respective chiefs. On a campaign 
they are led by a tax in corn on the friendly provinces that are occupied, and which, as 
the soldiers are the tax-gatherers, is soon doubled, or by general plunder. 

A silk shirt bestowed by the Has is the distinction of the Abyssinian nobility, and this 
belongs only to the military class. Once bestowed, the honour is for life. The highest 
rank in thi» nobility is that of Dejajmatch, who is entitled to heat drums before him in the 
battle, to inflict ail punishment save death, and often this also, and who governs one or 
two provinces almost independently. “ Kainajmatch” and " Gerajinatch” are slightly 
inferior; then come the “ Feetwarari,” or chief of advanced guards, with some other titles 
not worth inquiring into, and then the crowd of “jKissesnors of shirts,” who may govern 
liom ten to thirty villages, when the Has pleases to bestow ins favour. All this system is 
the relics of some complicated, hut exact institutions of the Empire of Abyssinia, wherein, 
the Emperor being the fountain of all honour, every great officer of the household had a 
title, and with that title a particular province or district. Since the divisions of the 
kingdom have taken place, the Abyssinians themselves have found it impossible to preserve 
ine rules, and have neglected or forgotten the scrupulous ceremonials of the Court of 
Gondar. \\ bile the lances of the Galla have robbed Abyssinia of its fairest provinces, 
their manners and customs are superseding all its ancient institutions. 

I here is something of a chivalrous tone in their international warfare, apart from one 
savage practice that I have mentioned. An interchange of civilities constantly takes place 
between hostile camps—messengers are respected and prisoners generally well treated, if 
of any rank, even with courtesy. So polite are they, that a chief will send news to his 
adversary, il not in the field, of the defeat of his army, and the messenger will receive a 
handsome douceur. Cruelty and brutality are rare ; after a battle, as before, all is good 
humour and laughter, and the vanquished generally share the least with their victors. No 
violence is offered to women that are captured, and even the ransom is usually fixed with 
amenity. Severities are sometimes practised towards those who are regarded as rebels ; 
hut in general an Abyssinian conqueror is merciful. With barbarians, indeed, as the 
Shankallas or i'altals, the word is, kill; but herein they have persuaded themselves that 
they only exercise an undoubted privilege of Christianity. 

1 o retain the affection of the Abyssinian soldier, nothing is necessary but profuse 
generosity ; his heart is in his stomach, and the chief that slaughters many oxen daily 
and pours out mead in torrents is the god of his idolatry. Each meal in a camp resembles 
a feast, and many festivals must also be held, to which all are admitted almost indis¬ 
criminately. At these carousals, when gorged with raw meat, and excited by huge draughts 
of mead, they recite their own warlike deeds, make the most vaunting premises of future 
heroism, and often obtain rich gifts in such moments from their superiors. Though all are 
aruud and intoxication is general, accidents or quarrels seldom occur. These great 
banquets are the life of the soldier, and their barbarous plenty and military license is not 
unimposing. 

Not being accustomed to rely on each other, they are absurdly subject to panics. I 
have seen a w hole army running at night from a single man, who charged into the camp, 
shouting his war-cry. Disciplined, they would make good soldiers 


201 
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and without appeal. The elders, however, always give him their advice; and as he does 
not pretend to any superiority, save that of wealth and courage, and is always simple in his 
habits, there exists a real liberty and equality throughout the society, with the advantage 
of union under an acknowledged head, in moments of danger. Under his orders the youth 
of the district make predatory expeditions against the Gallas or other neighbouring nations, 
or prosecute their endless blood-feuds with some adjacent Christian clan. These agricul¬ 
tural lords are of great importance to the military Rulers, who finding it difficult to seduce 
or force them to submission, flatter and caress them into an occasional contribution ; but 
their valleys being rich depots of com, when provisions become scarce, one of them is 
marked out for plunder, and by secrcsy and surprise the attempt is sometimes richly 
successful, though often the troops are overwhelmed and cut to pieces while toiling up the 
steep and gloomy passes and thorny forests, by the equally well-armed and more active 
peasants. They generally also receive the “ shirt ” I have mentioned, or robe of silk, to 
give them military rank, and attach them to the party of some Chief. Occasionally they 
will follow him to war, but rarely on any distant expedition. They are rich, hospitable to 
a proverb, proud, and manly, and usually skilled in the chase, as these provinces afford 
ample hunting-grounds, abounding in large game. 

The peasants of these districts enjoying a genial climate, lire almost in the open air, 
and though hardy in youth soon grow old : they manifest the same impatience of restraint 
and love of liberty as mountaineers in other lands. 

There arc also rich proprietors on the plains and high lands, with family influence and 
some wealth ; but these, from their constant contact with the soldiery, who despise and 
insult them, supply the want of strength by politic wiles, and have not the manliness and 
simplicity of their compeers of the low country. 

The cultivators of the soil—the small farmers and peasantry—though struggling with 
many difficulties, form a numerous class. In spite of bad government, military oppression, 
and the constanst devastations of war, they bear directly or indirectly the whole burden of 
taxation and the large standing armies. Though seldom wealthy, they are rarely in 
distress, and appear attached to their way of life. Soldiery are constantly ouartered on 
them, except in some districts that always turn out en masse to resist, and where the 
troops dare not venture. 

Villages may he seen everywhere in Abyssinia perched on hills, hidden in most incon¬ 
venient hollows, and far from water. There are two good reasons lor this : in the valleys 
the borders of the streams are infected with malaria; and on the plain, if they are too 
easy of access, they are nightly infested by crowds who demand or exact hospitality. On 
any frequented high road many a ruined hamlet may be seen, deserted by its inhabitants 
on this account. 

In seasons of war and anarchy an influential countryman becomes more valuable as 
a friend than any chief; and can, through the ties of relationship, forward goods and 
messengers in safety to a distance, when a soldier dare not quit his camp. These are 
generally entrusted with the collection of revenue, and are often made responsible for it; 
they are a kind of zemindars. 

A whole province of cultivators, in times when the military are engaged elsewhere, 
will meet hv accord, and some thousands of them will attack another province, destroying, 
burning, aad bequeathing feuds to distant generations. In their culture they would be 
laborious, were it not for the priestly device of Saints' days, which forces the whole 
population to he idle for a third of the year. They plough with oxen, and weed with 
some care; they leave their fields fallow' or change the crop as experience or rather 
tradition has taught them ; and dig, where they cannot plough, the sides of almost pre¬ 
cipitous mountains. The most productive crops are obtained on the ground most covered 
with stones, which they are careful not to remove. During the rainy season a rich 
verdure clothes every part of Abyssinia that has any prospect of reaping the harvest in 
tranquillity. Irrigation i6 practisedjwherever necessary, the numerous rivulets rendering 
it an easy task. No fences are ever made; and during the night, when the corn is 
ripening, hoys with slings keep up a constant warfare with the wild hoar, the addax, and 
the porcupine ; in some districts large fires are necessary to scare the herds of elephants, 
and everywhere the watcher is placed on a high platform, to be in safety from the hyaena 
and the lion. In general they are intelligent, but ruder than the soldier. 

From their present industry, 1 think that in this matter of cultivation they might 
improve, if they had a more peaceful Government and some security for property, 
and could he persuaded that men may improve upon their fathers—that it is better to 
cross a river by a bridge than to wade through a dangerous torrent; or that a mill is 
preferable for grinding corn to a slave girl. The fields in the neighbourhood of the 
towns, where military license is »i some degree checked by the priests and the ravages of 
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war are less felt, are highly cultivated; land there sells at a good price, and is eagerly 
sought, showing that the sweets of tranquil labour are at least appreciated. If, however, 
the Government were not strong as well as peaceful, even tranquillity might have its 
dangers, especially in Tigr£. As soon as the country people gain large profits, and 
mead or beer inflames their blood, the violence and pride of their disposition lead them to 
aim at power, and, without regard to their means, to attack und disorganize society. 
They express this “inflation *’ by one word in their own language, which serves as the 
apology for almost every act of folly, and the inhabitants of Tigr6 have become a 
proverb in this respect. I am tempted to give one anecdote to illustrate the phrase :— 
A few years since seven men of Hamazayn, with no other following, marched through 
one hundred miles of country to Adowah, to overturn the existing powers and establish 
their own sovereignty, shouting war-cries and invoking the assistance of the Virgin. 
This is an extreme case, but describes well enough the disposition of this curious people. 
Each man considers himself as born to great destinies, and the smallest spark Rets flits to 
his ambition. This is now owing to the long-continued weakness of the Government and 
the absence of any body of proprietors who are interested in keeping order. Here almost 
every one thinks he has something to gain by anarchy. 

The prosperous or adverse condition of a village depends almost entirely upon the 
rapacity or moderation of its immediate chief; and the ryots of a harsh master would 
soon leave him to contemplate empty fields, hut for a law that empowers him to seize 
them and force them to cultivate or to give security for their share of all imposts. The 
villages are further interested in preventing desertion, as, though only three inhabitants 
should remain, they must pay the whole sum at which the village was originally assessed. 
The imposts are numerous, hut vary according to the traditionary customs of each village. 

They pay a certain portion in kind to the Ras, or other great chief, and sometimes a 
regular tax in money; besides this they must furnish oxen to plough the King’s lands: 
their immediate governor then takes lus share in kind of every grain—say a fifth, and 
feeds besides a certain number of soldiers at the expense of each householder; he has 
rights to oxen, sheep, and goats, butter, honey, and every other requisite for subsistence ; 
he must he received with joy and feasting by his subjects whenever he visits them, and 
can demand from them contributions on fifty pretexts—he is going on a campaign, or 
returning from one; he has lost a horse, or married a wife; his property has been consumed 
by fire, or he has lost is all in battle; or the sacred duty of a funeral banquet cannot be 
fulfilled without their aid, 

There is in each village one hereditary officer, that cannot be displaced on any 
pretence ; and it is this institution that alone preserves some appearance of order, in the 
absence of all written documents, amidst the whirl of revolutions, and the rapid succession 
of dynasties and governors. This humble officer takes one-tenth of all that he collects 
for his chief. When the latter is changed, he informs his successor what his left of the 
last year’s revenues, of the boundaries of his land, of the amount of imposts, of his 
various privileges, and all the little secrets of the community, so that in a short time the 
new governor is as much at home as the old one. The amount of traditional knowledge 
and memory of these persons is often extraordinary. The boundaries that he has to 
define are very simple; a brook, a bush, a stone, mark the limits of a village; but when 
their neighbours’ fields, as often happens, are interlaced, it is a complicated task, and 
gives rise to endless litigation, often to violence. In forest or plain, covered only with 
grass and jungle, and here and there a heap of ruins, should a village be rebuilt and 
cultivation resumed, some such ancient peasant is soon found, who demands his post, 
and points out from memory the boundaries; the descendants of the former inhabitants 
are sought out under his directions, and under a lenient governor all is restored to its 
former condition, When land or houses are sold numerous little children arc called to 
receive a handful of peas, and arc useful afterwards as witnesses from these juvenile 
recollections. 

Though the feudal power of the military chiefs is so great, it may he doubted if the 
influence of the priesthood be not more important. That body holds in chains the mind 
of the people, moulds at will customs, morals, and all the social ties, which have con¬ 
sequently remained almost unchanged, amidst the change of dynasties, the ruinous shocks 
of international war, and the gradual crumbling away of a wide and Christian empire. 

The spirit of Protestantism, or free inquiry, is not more welcome in Abysinnia than 
in other primitive churches; but from the less eager spirit of its people, it has 
not been found necessary to check it by any penalties. Going to the fountain-head 
they teach but one book to the children of the laity, “ The Psalms of David,” and 
without forbidding other learning, discourage it, confining it as much as possible to the 
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clergy and the scribes. Their great numbers, the almost superstitious reverence of the 
multitude, and the practice of confession and absolution, have enabled the priests to 
pursue this system with success. 

All the larger towns are entirely under their control, and being cities of refuge, 
sacred even from the Ras, arc filled with dissolute and dangerous characters. 

This institution is probably a remnant of their Mosaic law, and gives them great 
power over the bodies, as the ceremony of confession, and the dreadful thunder of 
excommunication, do over the imagination ot an ignorant race. 

The Christianity professed and taught in Abysinnia is much materialized. The 
religion that is elsewhere the companion of progress, is here made the stumbling-block to 
improvement; stress, for the most part, being only laid on its ceremonies, and many 
being added that in no way belong to it. 

Though they detest the Church of Rome, and indeed despise all save their own, 
quarrelling even with the Alexandrian from which they receive their Aboona, or High- 
Priest., through their love of contradiction, they may be thought to have taken some good 
lessons from the former, on the means of retaining the population in blind submission. 

All church service is conducted in the Geez tongue, unknown, save to the learned. 
The Psalms are also in that language, and the pupil, while encouraged to read them, is 
persuaded that he should not seek to understand them, but that he fulfils a high duty by 
gabbling over a number of them daily. No one, save the priest himself, is ever instructed 
in the Gospel, in any tongue. Great adoration is paid to the Virgin Mary, and to num¬ 
berless saints and angels. Their churches are filled with pictures, to which, when unveiled, 
the multitude bows with reverence. Fasting is rigidly insisted on, sometimes, however, 
compounded for by money. These fasts embrace nearly two-thirds of the year, and most 
of those who keep them arc convinced that they will be weighed against their sins, though 
this doctrine is not officially taught. So much do they attach importance to this and other 
outward forms, that a man of Hamazayn will slay his near relative, and, returning 
home calmly, will be horror-stricken should his wife have ground flour on a saint’s day, or 
prepared his meal before the hours of fasting have expired. 

The churches are very numerous, and each church is itself an object of devotion, as 
it is firmly believed that the saint whose name it bears actually resides in its sanctuary. 
The stones are kissed with awe, and offerings arc deposited, which the priests receive, vows 
are registered and prayers arc made, with equal fervour, to the Virgin, our Saviour, or 
some traditional martyr of the Abyssinian Church, from which they expect immediate 
benefit in this world, as well as salvation in the next. Miracles, 1 need scarcely say, arc 
not unfrequent, and ccrtuin spots of peculiar sanctity perform them almost daily. When¬ 
ever offerings slacken, and the numbers that kneel at the shrine decrease, a picture rolls its 
eyes, a leper is cleansed, or the blind are restored to sight. 

Great respect is paid to all who wear the white turban—the mark of priesthood; 
they are always addressed as “ father,” and as superiors in the second person plural, even 
by chiefs of the highest rank. Any person dying without having chosen a father con¬ 
fessor is denied Christian burial, and so jealous are the priests of this great means of 
power that they extend the rule to strangers. The confessors of the great men are usually 
indigent, and they are permitted to compound for their frailties by the endowing of a new 
church, or handsome gifts to an old one ; nor arc monasteries wanting to complete the 
resemblance to the Roman-Catholic Church, and to the middle ages, where every immo¬ 
rality is practised ; nor solitary hermits, who dwell in gloomy forests, feeding on roots, 
and exposed to ferocious animals, and who are sometimes as sincere ns they are useless. 
Nunneries alone are absent from the picture, though vows of celibacy are sometimes 
taken, if rarely kept, save at an advanced age. 

Christianity is reduced to the simple form of obedience to the priest. The Gospel is 
forbidden in our translations into the modern Ambaric tongue, nor is there one man in 
ten thousand who knows the commonest precepts of his religion. If some few moral 
ideas are not denied* they are never inculcated or insisted on, and absolution can always 
be obtained for money. So blindly devoted is the Abyssinian laity to these astute fathers 
that even the almost daily spectacle of their drunkenness, excesses, and immorality,—nay, 
the knowledge that the confessional means “ seduction made easy,” excites no feeling of 
disgust and astonishment. 

Thus it is not wonderful if lying, sexual intercourse, intoxication, or manslaughter are 
regarded as venial—things that might be considered curious as the daily occupation of 
professing Christians, were it not for the ignorance in which they are studiously retained 
under meshes too cunningly woven to be burst by any efforts of their own. Their present 
immorality docs not argue a bad nature in the Abyssinian ; on the contrary', 1 am 
astonished that good and moral men are still found; and it is certain that Christianity, 
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even thus debased, lias hitherto saved them from the wantonness of crime and excess of 
cruelty that stains the records of almost all African races, and of some in other quarters 
of the globe. It is necessary for the strangers in Abyssinia to propitiate the Church, or 
at least to be very’ careful how he attacks it iu his conversation. Should an outcry be 
raised on such |>oints as his want of respect for the priests, his not fasting, his eating with 
Mahomcdans—which is regarded with horror—or the like, he will find it difficult to resist 
the storm, though the Abyssinian persecutor is generally content with banishment It 
was by these means that the English protestant Mission was unceremoniously ejected, 
when it was found that it was introducing the New Testament to notice in the Amhara 
language, and announcing truths dangerous to priestcraft. 

One-third of the lands was originally set apart for the Church, but this portion is now 
much reduced, though its share is still large. 

The native head of the Abyssinian Church is called the “ Tchegee,” and resides at 
Gondar, his house being a place of peculiar sanctity ; but the bishop, called “ Aboona,” 
who receives a reverence almost amounting to worship, is always a Copt. He is sent by 
the Patriarch of Alexandria on consideration of some thousand dollars collected and 
forwarded by the Abyssinians for bis journey. The present Aboona is said to be the 
118th, and is named Salama. His chief residence should also be at Gondar, but 
there have been fierce disputes in the Abyssinian Church, and the gifts of Sahela 
Selassie, of Shoa, prevailed on the Ras Ali to banish the Aboona, who has since been living 
near Adowah, where he has still large possessions. All churches must be consecrated, all 
priests and deacons ordained by him ; crowds of pilgrims are always waiting in his courts, 
sometimes intermixed with men of rank, some to obtain a blessing or to be assoiled from 
deadly sin, a great number to be made deacons. Worn with a journey of perhaps months, 
priests are there in flauntiug red garments, carrying a mysterious box, wherein is kept the 
“ Holy of Holies ” of each Church, like the Ark of the Covenant, waiting for the blessing 
of the Aboona, which is equivalent to the consecration of that church. His sentence of 
excommunication is much dreaded, and he has great influence in all the political or warlike 
movements in the country. His residence is an inviolable sanctuary. 

From time to time the Church of Rome has made great efforts to induce the Abys¬ 
sinians to recognise the Pope of Rome as their spiritual head. The Jesuits at one time 
having nearly succeeded, and having lighted up the flames of civil war in the time of the 
Emperor Socinios, failed at last, and were massacred or banished. At this time the struggle 
is renewed by several Missions, under three bishops, to gain a footing in this territory. 

The Aboona by interdict, and, when that fails, by inducing the chief to expel these 
intruders, carries on a war with them with various success. As to his prestige, they oppose 
money. These Missions are under the protection of France. 

Even the Aboona, influential as he is, finds it difficult to assert his authority over the 
banded priests when they differ on any doctrinal point, nor dares he announce a truth that 
may oppose any strong national prejudice. Should he sny that a Christian is permitted to 
eat what he pleases, he would raise a storm from which his sacred character would scarcely 
protect him. Priests are permitted to marry one wife, but not a second time, except the 
Aboona and Tchegec, who should lead a life of rigid celibacy. 

The only interference of the chiefs in church government is in the appointment of a 
civil officer in each town, who settles all disputes, orders church ceremonials, and receives 
large profits. He must have some learning, and is called ” Alika.” 

The priests have no pay; but the profits on the land attached to each church are 
divided in proportion to their several dignities. Then the father confessors extract what 
they can, according to the wealth of their patients. The pious bestow rich offerings for 
their spiritual welfare, and the laity are mulcted on the occasions of births, christenim's, 
marriages, deaths, registers of sale and purchase, burials, and the like; so that, besides 
their continual feasting at the public expense, they are usually well stocked with’money, 
and, from their numbers, have been compared by the Abvssiniaiis to locusts. 

it is just, however to say that they have preserved the Christian faith impure, indeed 
but still alive, in the midst of foreign invasion, domestic degradation and the extinction of 
Government, and that it is under their protection that agriculture flourishes and villages 
are built where deserts would else be seen. What learning exists has also been preserved 
by them from utter extinction. Rut as they become themselves daily more corrupt 
society more disorganized, and the law more inefficient, church and people will be lost in 
utter barbarism, uuless Providence have preserved those embers of civilization to be 
cherished into life by some more generous and powerful nation. 

Their learning is limited almost to the books of the Old and New Testaments, into 
which some are admitted that we consider apocryphal; besides these, there are some 
monkish legends, a code of laws, and the chronicles of their kings, containing in a mass 
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of rubbish a few sentences worthy of notice. All these books, written by monks with 
much labour, were formerly eagerly sought for ; but are now neglected, almost forgotten. 
The art o! painting is nearly lost; and ornamental missals may now be found very cheap, 
as there are scarcely any purchasers; the number of persons that can read and write is 
diminishing daily, and the code of laws is becoming a mystery to the most learned. 
There are about four hundred works in the country, of which eighty-one form the Bible. 

Numbers of Abyssinian priests and monks visit Jerusalem yearly, and it may be 
deemed singular that these, receiving much kindness at the hands of Europeans, do not 
awaken their countrymen to some knoweldge of the world beyond, and some better feeling 
towards their fellow Christians than contempt or indifference. 

It is one of the difficulties of an Envoy, that while the Turk regards his intercourse 
with a jealous eye, and the fanatic Mahomedan hates him as the friend of the Christians, 
the Abyssinian too generally regards him as a man without religion, that is, without those 
outward forms that he is taught as more important than either morality, truth, or 
humility. These pilgrims generally disclaim the reception of any kindness, and declare 
that Franks have no religion. They all eat meat of any kind on their journies; but are 
most fanatic on their return against intercourse with the Mussulman, and fervently deny 
having tasted the abhorred flesh of his shambles, declaring that what is killed by an 
European is also contaminating, his Christianity being most impure. 

Vet these monks have faith, and energy in their faith, though ill directed; for 1,500 
years numbers have worshipped at the tomb of the Saviour, have braved persecu¬ 
tion, and devoted themselves to certain death. Many of them now risk their lives to 
visii some forgotten shrine, once a church belonging to their fathers, and the centre of 
population and culture, now a few shapeless stones in a howling wilderness, the lair of wild 
beasts, and surrounded for many a weary day’s journey by hostile tribes of Arabs or 
negroes, who slay the pilgrim that they may not return home with unbloody hands. 

Scribes or “ deftaras ” are often more learned than the priests, and equally take 
advantage of the general ignorance. Their principal gain is by writing amulets, and 
charms against every disease, almost against death ,* it is believed that 6ome of these men, 
by their spells, can invoke demons and spirits from the waters, they being careful to nourish 
the delusion by juggling exhibitions from time to time. They also profess medicine, and as 
they do not much analyse the effects of their drugs, many an unfortunate falls a victim to 
some poisonous plant administered as a love philtre. Most of them are hangers-on of the 
different churches; they are generally cunning, debauched, and mischief-makers. 

Jews are still found in some numbers, and though despised are not persecuted ; this 
may lie owing to their poverty. They know nothing of the Hebrew tongue ; but some 
read the Mosaic books in the Geez, and are as scrupulous in their ceremonials as their 
brethren elsewhere. They are the best masons in the country. They have no peculiar 
physiognomy. 

The Koomants, found only in the neighbourhood of Gondar, are acknowledged by 
neither Christian, Mussulman, nor Jew ; and have a bastard creed, a compound of all 
three. They are skilful carpenters, and supply all Gondar with wood. They are despised ; 
but being very courageous, and having lately shown an inclining towards Christianity, it is 
not improbable that their distinctions will soon disappear: many even now have ceased a 
practice which was the chief separating cuuse. They hung heavy weights in the lobe of 
the ear of the girls, who were thereby excluded from any chance of marriage with 
Christians. 

The Wytos are a small class, who live by hunting the hippopotamus ; they eat 
the flesh, and sell the hide and teeth. They call themselves Mahomedans; but are not 
recognised by the other followers of that creed. They principally reside near Lake TSnfi, 
and are a very handsome race. They arc regarded with as much uversion as the Jews. 
But all these classes are permitted the free exercise of their own religious faith. 

There are many Mahomedans in Abyssinia, and in all large large towns they have a 
separate quarter, with mosques and public prayers. From the advantage that their 
commerce in slaves gives them over their Christian competitors, the Mussulman traders 
are the most wealthy, and are, therefore, generally appointed to the high post of Negadeh 
Ras, or collector of all customs, literally “ head of merchants.” To enforce their authority 
these keep lurge bodies of armed men, and confidently predict the final triumph of the 
faith of the Prophet in Abyssinia. The Abyssinian Mussulmans, as distinguished from the 
Galla, are all traders, they will not eat meat killed by Christians, and are frequently their 
superiors in morality and intelligence. They live on terms of equality, good humour, and 
frendship with the Christians, openly defend their creed und receive any proselyte that 
offers, and do not appear to think that the restrictions in the Koran respecting strong drinks 
apply to them at all. Mahomedans and Christians do not intermarry. Or.c cannot but 
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admire the toleration of this people, though it does not extend to other Christian sects; 
however, no one can be molested on account of his opinions, and a small concession will 
alwas mollify the church. There is no distinction in dress between those who profess 
different creeds, and all are subject to the same law. 

The Mahomedans, like the Christians, do not in general seclude their women; and 
the latter maintain in general the important privilege of displaying their charms. This 
foremerly was done by females of all ranks and religions ; but lately, to imitate the great 
chiefs, who secluded their wives, from jealously, the custom of a harem is being gradually 
adopted in the towns aud by the wealthy. J may add here that, in spite of the prevalence 
of Christianity, and the abundance of its professing teachers, Mussulmans are not alone 
in the doctrine ot plurality, almost every man keeping as many handmaidens as his means 
will permit. 

The mercantile community are not very numerous, and are looked on with much 
contempt by the military, but patronized by the chiefs, whom they conciliate by rare 
presents, in addition to the duties they pay. The Mahomedans of Abyssinian 
extraction, not Galla, follow rarely any other pursuit, and three-fourths of the trade are in 
their hands; of wealthy Christian merchants, there are scarcely twenty in the whole 
country. The rich caravans travel in large numbers, and well-armed ; and are as well 
used to hard fights as the soldiery, especially those who reach Enarca. They have no traits 
which distinguish them from any other clase of the community ; and the merchant must 
stuff his followers with meat and mead like the military chief, paying, in addition, regular 
wages. 

The countries richest in commercial produce are the Galla provinces of Enara, Djimma, 
and those adjacent They abound in ivory, zibbad, excellent coffee, wax, and spices ; 
gold is found in the sands; and these districts are accustomed to trade with the Abyssinian 
caravans. Their products find one outlet through Shoa and the Adaiel, eastward into the 
Indian Ocean, at the port of Zeyla; another through Abyssinin, by various channels, 
northward, and passing either through Gondar and Scnnaar, to Egypt, or through Adowah 
and Massowah, into the Red Sea. A third route is frequented by the traders who, 
following the course of the White Nile, also reach Khartooin, and there meet the caravan 
from Gondar. 

The caravans to the Red Sea are swelled |on the route by small parties, with the 
produce of Abyssinia—wax, coffee of an inferior quality, ivory, buffaloes’ horns, hides, 
ghee, honey, and mules. The list may appear limited, but little inducement is offered to 
thg trader, either by his own unsettled and oppressive Government, or by Turkish apathy 
on the coast; and provinces are left desert that are capable of growing many valuable 
articles for commercial purposes, while those that exist are but half known, and the quan¬ 
tity of those in use might be multiplied fifty-fold by encouragement. Amongst the 
products of Abyssinia, not considered as of value at present, I may mention aloes, aniseed, 
castor-oil, senna, ebony, gum, hippopotamus’ teeth, saffron, and sulphur. 

Pepper and other spices are now imported from India, while there are numerous 
districts fit for their growth between the Red Sea and Enarea. The quantity of coffee 
might be immensely increased under a tolerable Government. Among the nomad tribes 
on the coast, an extensive trade in hides, salt-meat, and horns, might be created. Should 
means of destruction become more generally known, the quantity of ivory would be much 
increased. Gold and copper veins might be found. The valuable zibbad, now monopo¬ 
lized by the King of Enarea, might be reared all over Abyssinia, where, though the cat 
exists in a wild state, no one has ever thought of domesticating it, which would be an 
innovation. , 

Cotton cloth is the universal and only dress of the country', and cotton is imported 
from Cutch, while Abyssinia should lie capable of producing largely for exportation of a 
much superior quality. Besides, the tropical rains, the means of irrigation are everywhere 
abundant; while the excellent quality of the soil, and the mildness of the climate, would 
render that resource unnecessary for most plantations. Owing to bad government, 
fertile lands near the sea have been abandoned to flocks and herds for a breadth of 100 
miles between the coast and Abyssinia ; and plains of sulphur at 70 or 80 miles from 
Massowah are unknown to the Turkish Governor, that article being imported in small 
quantities from beyond the sea. 

Everything is transported on horses, mules, or donkeys ; and the large caravans 
moving very slowly, arc often a year from Enarea to Massowah, a distance by the road 
of about 750 miles. The slowness of their progress is owing partly to the natural difficulties 
of a rugged and mountainous country, without roads, but still more to the embarrassing 
institutions of the tribes or nations through which they pass. The despots of the 
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monarchical Gallas, as Enarea—where, as I have said, the richest produce is found, 
and which town is the great mart of this part of Africa—must be propitiated by presents 
and flattery. The Slave Trade is a great source of revenue to those Kings ; and for this 
reason the Christian merchants seldom transact business so far in the interior, leaving those 
wealthy reservoirs to the Moslem traders in human flesh, through whose influence all that 
part o{the country is gradually adopting the Mahometan creed. 

Enarea is frequented by traders from Zanzibar and Sajooro, from Massowah and 
Khartoom, from Darfoor and Khoordoofan, and, it is said, even from Darsala and Timbuc- 
too ; but even the frequenters of that depot seem to know little of any tribes on the Equator. 
Constant as are the wars between tribe and tribe, the merchants are protected by all, and 
escorted to the limits of each province, where they are received under a temporary truce 
by their friends in the other. Should there be an intervening wilderness, the trader must 
trust to his own weapons and a stout heart. 

When the caravans having left the dominions of the King of Enarea, on the road for 
Massowah, which most concerns us at present, enter the territories of republican Gallas, 
not only each tribe, but each influential individual, and each one who has a hut on the 
line of march, must be paid and caressed. As the best way of effecting this, the merchants 
camp on the frontier of each district, under the protection of some influential inhabitant, 
and there make their bargain with all those who have claims along the line of road. These 
claims being all settled, which may occupy a month or six weeks, they make a stretch into 
the next district, and with each tribe the same operation must be repeated. This system 
continues until they reach Basso, the southern province of Abyssinia on that road. To 
reach this halting place they must cross the River Abbai, or Blue Nile, though w hich valley 
is the most dangerous part of their progress. This wilderness, a hunting-ground for wild 
beasts, hot and desolate, contrasts strongly with the fertile crops of Gooderoo that they are 
leaving, and the fresh pastures of Godjam that they hope to reach—a hope not always 
realized. Hundreds of Galla horse lay hidden on the long grass and thorny thickets, 
apprised by numerous scouts of the numbers and quality of the approaching caravan. The 
Abyssinian Chief of Basso, it is true, furnishes a strong escort, but not unfrequently convoy 
and caravan are cut off almost to a man, and that fatal spot, yearly the scene of deadly 
combats is dreaded by the merchant, and rouses all the energy of the traveller. Such are 
some of the labours and dangers of the traders to Enarea. 

Alter reaching Basso, the trading depot being named Ayjubay, they are in compara¬ 
tive safety ; but the perils they have passed are almost preferable to the endless vexations 
and exactions of the Abyssinian institutions. 

The system of customs is in fact a struggle betwixt the merchants on the one hand, 
and on the other, the Negadeli Rases, who farm the duties in the large towns, and numerous 
small military governors, who exact what they can at other posts—this system leading 
necessarily to loss of time, smuggling, and often bloodshed. 

A Ncgadeh Rac« or chief of merchants, is appointed in six towns of Abyssinia— 
Ayjubay, Derrita, Gondar, Sokota, Doobaruk, and Adowah. In five of these the officer is 
a Mahometan; at Doobaruk, somewhat inferior in importance, a Christian. Paying fixed 
sums to the great chiefs, they are permitted to screw all they can out of merchants, and 
keep in their pay large bodies of armed men to inforce their severe regulations. They are 
also obliged to do feudal service for the chief when called upon. Each Negadeli Ras 
establishes numerous minor posts, where the merchants arc harassed for small sums, and 
with the military claimants they must compound as they best can. The right of pasturage 
and trespasses are fruitful sources of contention and delay. It is true that the richer traders 
are generally on good terms with the chiefs by constant presents and flattery, and escape 
pretty easily from his followers; but those on a small scale are plundered unmercifully, 
and their whole property sometimes confiscated on the plea of smuggling, true or false. 
All are despised by the military, and for fear of future cousequences are obliged to receive 
nightly in their houses insolent and riotous soldiers, who, even when receiving hospitality, 
scarcely deign to disguise their contempt. They are also in constant fear of being claimed 
by the chiefs to extort money. In the desert parts of the country, if any rebels or robbers 
are in force, they have not unfrequently to fight in defence of their goods in Abyssinia, as 
amongst the Gallas; and the merchants from the province of Walkait, bordering on 
Scnnaar, have another danger to encounter; bands of negroes, called Shankalla, in bodies 
of 500 and 1,000 often occupy the road in ambush, and sometimes succeed in surprising 
and slaughtering an entire caravan. 'Phis feud is uninterrupted, and no quarter is ever 
given. When the merchant has settled for his vexatious tolls, and averted with success all 
human enemies, he has also to encounter the difliculties of raging floods, precipitous 
mountains, frightful roads and wild beasts that destroy his mules. Their situation would 
be much bettered, were Abyssiuia under one master, instead of being ground by so many 


209 


chiefs, each of whom frames despotic laws in his own province, and often makes the forced 
friendship of a merchant for his rival, or the compulsory exactions of a rebel whom he 
himself cannot subdue, a pretext for a heavy fine. The frontier provinces of Tigr^ towards 
the sea, Kalagoozai and Hamazayn, are now disorderly republics, save a tribute forced on 
them by the arms and the fortune of Oobeay, and will probably soon entirely detach them¬ 
selves from the shaking fabric of Abyssinian society; and here there is no law or protec¬ 
tion for the trader, save such moderation as self-interest may teach the villagers on the 
road. Combats are not unftequent; but as it is known that the caravans will fight to the 
death in behalf of their property, being generally all they possess, even the most rapacious 
are afraid to push matters to extremity. The merchants also make friends of the most 
influential proprietors. On arriving amidst the Shiho tribes, between these provinces and 
the coast through which they must pass to reach Massowah, they suffer great extortions 
under pretence of guides and permission to pass through this territory, inhabited by Maho¬ 
metans. who acknowledge no sovereign, either Turk or Christian, and amongst whom each 
man claims a share of the booty. Having scrambled through these valleys, the produce 
of Enarea at last arrives once in the year at Massowah, where the merchants, if Christian, 
were formerly subject to insult, violence, and injustice; hut of late years, if not encouraged, 
have at least been treated with decency and moderation; a result to which 1 may without 
vanity, believe myself to have contributed. 

A caravan at each halt makes a camp near some spring or river. The packages are 
piled up to the height of four or five feet, with spaces left at intervals ; the long sticks 
with which they drive the mules are thrown across these to form a roof, and soft hides are 
laid over all, making a series of waterproof cabins, in which the wealthy nestle among their 
goods ; the followers erect temporary huts all round, and in the centre the mules are tied 
at night. Numbers of young men arc sent to cut grass ; others to trade with the nearest 
villagers for supplies. Strict watch is kept all night by the light of large wood fires. At 
daylight they resume their journey, and a caravan of 200 or 300 mules will be off in less 
than half-an-hour. The small traders, who carry goods from market to market, disperse 
themselves at night in the villages amongst their friends ; as also do those who curry salt. 
Great numbers of men arc employed in this important commerce, salt being the current 
money of the kingdom, and found only in the Taltal district, not very far from Massowah. 
Small blocks are cut of eight inches in length, and slung over the back of a donkey to the 
number of 150 or more; being first brought by camels from the arid salt plains into 
Tigrd. Hides are placed over as a protection from the rain, and these traders then hurry 
with great speed to even* market in the kingdom, and young girls may be seen on journeys 
of several hundred miles, carry ing sixty pieces on their backs, to work out a dowry 
for themselves. The salt, having to pay constant toll, becomes rapidly more dear, and 
w hile in Tigre 200 pieces can he obtained for a dollar, in Godjam thirty arc considered 
a high rate ; and in the Galla provinces salt is one of the chief luxuries of life. 

The manufactures in request in Abyssynia are almost all British ; red cloth, calico, 
silks and velvets of nil kinds, printed cottons, &c., are all imported from Bombay, as well 
as red and blue Indian hunting, raw* silks, Surat tobacco, and Indian manufactured silks. 
English sabres and fire-arms are much in request, but are prohibited by the blockade of 
the Turks at Massowah. Matchlocks only were admired formerly, but of late years 
percussion guns are in great demand. In all things they cry out for English goods. Some 
kinds of Egyptian cloth sell in large quantities, and also American drill. Trieste sends 
glassware and heads, which are required principally for the slave-dealers; and the frank¬ 
incense of Arabia supplies the Abyssinian churches. I have already furnished an exact list 
of the exports and imports of Massowah. 

It is unnecessary to dwell at present upon the probability of developing the 
commercial resources of the Gallas. That they possess them in abundance unknow n to 
themselves is certain, but their most important districts arc so distant from the coast, that 
no European merchant could risk in person so hazardous a journey. Nothing but the 
establishment of a firm government and an enlightened system in Abyssinia, can much 
influence the condition of those tribes. The Abyssinian merchants will, however, com¬ 
municate whatever impulse they may receive from the coast, and push on into the 
furthest provinces with increased vigour. The Abyssinians .are greedy of gain, and a desire for 
European luxuries already exists. The stimulus of capital and protection on the coast would 
soon cause a great change in their domestic policy, convert theirgrass wildernesses and thorny 
forests into thriving plantations, and create as large a commerce as can exist in a country 
where water carriage is hopeless, and even the introduction of waggons must be the task of 
years, owing to national prejudice, rugged elevations, abrupt valleys, and the utter absence 
of roads and bridges. 

3 H 
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The ancient form of Government in Abyssinia was a despotic monarchy, with many 
Persian forms and Jewish institutions. This, while powerful, was preferable to the present 
state of lawless violence, and afforded an appearance of unity, however ill the law may 
have been executed, as appears by their records. Long before its fell, the inroads of the 
Mahomedans on the coast of the Red 8ea, and of the Gallas on the southern and eastern 
boundaries, had much reduced the ancient limits of the Empire; and the royal family has 
ceased to be regarded with respect or fear, even in the few provinces that their arms could 
still defend 

This monarchy was finally overthrown by Ras Michael of Tigr£, shortly after the visit 
of Bruce to Gondar; and that Ras was next attacked and defeated by the Gallas, under 
pretence of avenging the Emperor. The son of Ras Michael having been afterwards slain 
in battle by the Mahomedans from Edjo and Warrahaimano, in the general confusion that 
ensued, a young man of no note from the former province, named Gooksa, seized the 
province of Begemder, and received from the deposed but still recognised “ Ahtee,” or 
Emperor, the title of Ras. Here the power of the Church was felt, and though by the 
aid of Mussulman sabres he had overthrown Christian forces, aud felt himself strong 
enough to portion out the country amongst his followers, and to contemn the royal 
shadow at Gondar, he was obliged to profess the Christian faith, not daring to risk the 
holy war that would otherwise have been kindled by the priests. 

He then became virtual ruler of Abyssinia, as far as subtlety and force could confirm 
his title; but in the north, Tigre acknowledged only its native princes,and Godjam, in the 
south, kept him occupied in constant wars with various fortune. From that time, nearly 
seventy years, this Galla dynasty has held Begemder, and, if not acknowledged sovereigns, 
were the most powerful of the pretenders. It is owing to this revolution, and the con¬ 
sequent number of claimants for power, none of whom have succeeded in establishing a 
permanent and hereditary authority, that relations with Abyssinia have been since so 
difficult and fruitless. 

Ras Ali, the grandson of Gooksa, having received tribute and professed allegiance from 
the other chiefs, including him of Tigre. became the sole Ras. Nevertheless, all men 
having arms in their hands and many lcadeis heading large armies, the whole period of 
his reign the Ras was in the saddle, and his palace was his tent; being engaged in pursuing 
those who fled into impregnable mountain strongholds or pathless wildernesses, or in 
striking down others who withstood his arms in open fight, during a period of twenty- 
two years. Before proceeding to a sketch of late events, which have hurled the Ras from 
his throne, 1 will endeavour to give some outline of his career, the manner of government, 
and the administration of justice, since the fall of the Gondar monarchy. 

Ras Ali has, during his reign, overcome three powerful cabals of the northern and 
southern chiefs combined. During the government of lias Gooksa, the Ras Welda Selasee, 
in Tigrd (to whom an embassy was sent by Englund), and Ras Gibree, in Semen, were 
independent. Oobeay, the grandson of Ras Gibree, slew Dejaj Sabagardis, the successor of 
Ras Welda Selasee, who also contemplated a strict alliance with us ; and after that victory, 
conquered Tigre, which province he ha9 held in subjection for twenty years. Although 
Dejaj Oobeay became, by this acquisition of territory, a formidable rival, after several severe 
struggles, he was forced to recognise Ras Ali as his chief, to pay him tribute yearly, and 
to send aquota of troops as feudal service. All others being apparently vanquished, the 
chief of Godjam, Dejaj Birro, alone held out unconquered through the whole period of Ras 
All’s power. After repeated victories over the troops sent against him, an overwhelming 
force, headed by the Ras in person, drove him for refuge to his mountain, where he 
remained shut up for five years. During this period was my mission ; and while the Ras 
might thus be said to be, in one way or other, complete master of Abyssinia. But this 
mastery, however proud a position for himself, secured by a turbulent and licentious army, 
was necessarily factitious: and the numerous bands of Gallas, his relatives, brought by 
him to sustain his precarious power, with the difficulty of feeding the immense army he 
kept up, in no way added to the security of property and the tranquillity of the land 
Indeed, he had many troubles even in his camp ; tor the great chiefs, though from fear, 
and yet chafing at the obligation, they rendered him feudal service, still asserted almost 
sovereign rights in their own provinces ; and many of them who claimed descent from the 
royalty of Gondar, or whose ancestors had held high offices under the Empire, considered 
themselves, with some reason, his equals. Others, again, of inferior pretensions, plundered 
the country, or exacted contributions in proportion to their force. The Ras, could all his 
vassals be united, might have mustered at one time 50,000 men of all arms; and his rival, 
Oobeay, 30,000 ; yet many a petty adventurer, their equal in birth perhaps, with only 500 
or 1,000 followers, trusting to the strength of his mountains or valleys and his 
local influence, continually braves these rulers ; and though, after much bloodshed, many 


of them have been reduced to obedience, enough are always under arms to render the 
roads unsafe without a military force, or the escort of a strong caravan of merchants. It 
may easily be conceived that each chief, in proportion to his importance, deals pretty much 
as he pleases with travellers or merchants on his own ground; and in these matters the 
Ras is too j>owerless or to careless to interfere, inasmuch as it is easy to provoke a rebellion 
amongst a soldiery that regard inaction as a penalty and war as a delight. Little vigour is 
shown in suppressing these outbreaks, the Ras generally caring little if his own supplies 
are not cut off. or his revenues seriously diminished. He genrally makes terms with 
his rebellious vassals, preferring policy to force. 

The feudal sovereignty of the Ras having been established by the sword, and depending 
at any time on the issue of a battle, in appointing a " Dejiymatch,” or Governor of a 

E rovince, he is obliged to be attentive to the claims of the great families, who, from their 
ereditary influence, must be either rulers or rebels in their respective districts; the 
doubtful alternative of destroying them he was always too merciful to adopt These chiefs 
follow him to war, and give him a portion of their revenues; they bestow on their 
retainers, districts and villages as they please; and the pay of each is the revenue be can 
extract from these allotments. 

The Ras reserves for himself a number of provinces, to provide for his household 
officers and troops. The soldiers arc paid an uncertain sum of money occasionally, and 
have a monthly allow ance of corn. This corn is sometimes measured out from the Ras’s 
granaries ; hut more often a half-plundering license to quarter themselves in the reserved 
provinces is given. This is not always patiently acquiesced in, and bloody struggles 
ensue, in which the j>casantry sometimes succeed in expelling the soldiery ; the weakness 
of the Ras, generally, obliging him to overlook such an affair. , • 

The petty household of a chief who has three or four villages, is an exact imitation, 
on a ludicrous scale, of that of one w ho musters at a word 5,000 horse. He has all 
officers, and no servants ; his “ king’s mouth,’* his major-domo, his grand butler, his chief 
of commissariat, his jester, his master of the horse, and so forth ; this, with an establish¬ 
ment of perhaps thirty persons, each system revolving round its sun or candle. Yet, us 
every military man who is courageous or well connected may hope with reason to reach 
the highest grade, they practise state without thinking themselves absurd. The Ras is, 
truly, only the most powerful of a number of competitors ; several of those who acknow¬ 
ledge him as a feudal superior, maintaining their right to judge without appeal. It is one 
favourable trait in this long rivalry, that poison, or assassination, have rarely, if ever, been 
resorted to ; their warfare being open, often chivalrous. 

The chiefs are generally so far just as the paramount need of feeding and conciliating 
their armies will permit; and, of course, where their whims and personal interests are not 
concerned. But though the judgment may he just, the poor do not often profit by it. 
Almost all the subordinate governors being rapacious, justice must be sought at the 
fountain-head ; and then, with the distance they have to travel, over the worst roads, the 
net-work of retainers and favourites about the great man, who render it difficult to obtain 
admission, and the local influence of the chief against whose decision they appeal—they 
seldom return home without, in some shape, repenting their success. Still it gives them 
pleasure to succeed ; nor is there any nation that so delights in litigation—a proof that, 
while under a badly organised military oligarchy, they arc obliged to trust often to arms 
for their defence, they would yield easy obedience to the law when administered with vigour 
and regularity. It is not an uninteresting sight to witness the Ibis’s Court filled with 
suiters of all classes ; the multitude in attendance seated on the grass ; no one excluded ; 
and the highest noble, the meanest peasant, standing, pleading on equal terms before bis 
judges or himself, and using entire liberty of speech. But this well intended impartiality 
is nullified by the manner of procuring testimony. 

The first step in every cause is to call on both parties to find security. These 
securities must be persons whom the judge is certain of being able to seize if necessary. 
If the charge be serious they must be persons of property, and are liable both for the 
appearance of their principals, and for the sentence whatever that may be. This custom 
obtains both in civil and criminal law. In default of such security, each party is chained 
by the wrist; an additional expense, as the chains must be hired, and the jailor, that is, 
the person to whom he is chained, paid a sum fixed by law. This bail is the prop of 
Abyssinian society; no commercial or market transfer takes place without it. In this 
manner is insured the payment of debt or interest, and of the king’s revenue. The 
Abyssinian judge or creditor cares nothing for the principal in a cause; the bail is seized, 
and in self-defence produces his man; and it is an honourable trait that the principal 
rarely absconds. A friend will thus become security in cases of murder, though rendering 
himself thereby liable to suffer death, or to pay the price of blood—to them a fortune. 
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After both parties have given security, the plaintiff only is allowed to produce his 
witnesses ; the defendant can, when they are called by name, admit or reject their evidence; 
in almost every case great indulgence being shown in this respect- The plaintiff stating 
then that he can produce witnesses for his statement, demands a “ travelling judge/* This 
judge is furnished by the Ras, usually a common soldier of his guards, on rare occasions an 
officer. His duty is to collect testimony orally, wherever the question may have arisen, 
perhaps three hundred miles distant The parties travel with him, mostly on foot, chained, 
if they have not furnished bail, over this extent of ground, and on his return, he reports 
from memory all the evidence he has collected by examination of the witnesses of the 
plaintiff; the defendant may cross-examine these witnesses. The report is generally faithful. 
The parties are then severally demanded if it be true, and if they assent, final judgment 
is given ; if they differ, or the chief finds anything suspicious in the case, or if he wishes for 
more information thereon, they must all start again, and are sometimes thus kept travelling 
a year or more. 

It is clear what advantage the rich has over the poor, by bribery or endurance. As 
for false witnesses it varies in different provinces; in some scarcely known, in others 
proverbial. If the defendant can expose any flaw in his antagonist’s argument or evidence, 
even if accidental, he triumphs at once. An Abyssinian suit is much more a trial of wordy 
skill than an elucidation of the truth, and the reason is obvious, from the system of 
Daignanet judgment in all tribunals save the highest. This is the sum paid by the losing 
party to the judge, whether military or civil, and large according to the importance of the 
case. This is occasionally a safeguard to the poor, inasmuch as it is the interest of the 
judge to decide against the one that can afford to pay, when other reasons, such os fear or 
bribery, do not outw'eigh this. The sum is arbitrary; and the only check upon their 
rapacity is the fear that if too exacting, the country people will cease to dispute, or will 
decide all cases before elders or friends. Moreover the judge has certain perquisites, 
varying as usual in each province ; on each slip of the tongue, on each oath that is taken 
on the gospel, nay, even should excitement cause a movement of the hand or a change of 
position during the pleadings; besides this, his retainers gain by messages, by bribery, and 
many other ways; it is therefore obviously his interest that each case should endure as 
long as possible, even if he be disposed to give a just decision in the end. 

There being no police, it may seem curious how any offender is brought to justice, 
but in ordinary cases this is easy, although a daring and decided criminal has generally 
little difficulty in escaping. In a strong case, as that of public manslaughter, the 
bystanders will seize the homicide, not to give a pretext to the chief for levying heavy 
fines on the village or district and deliver him over to the authorities, and so on with other 
serious and criminal cases. In small affairs, such as a sudden dispute on the high road, 
the meeting of an absconded debtor, or any civil matter, the first decent person to be found 
is obliged to act as a temporary judge, if adjured by the “ death of the chief” paramount, 
lie must then place the accused in bonds, which is done by tying his cloth to that of his 
accuser, and cscoit or send them to the nearest magistrate, who, should the accused 
demand it, must in like, manner forward him to his immediate master or chief, where the 
case is first heard, the plantiff having right of appeal; the law in this being however 
highly favourable to the defendant, the plaintiff not being always disposed for a long 
journey. 

Their code of laws is a bad translation from the code of Justinian; three parts of 
it being occupied with church affairs and regulations, and a small portion only with the 
civil and criminal law, this latter being also much mixed up with the institutions of the 
Pentateuch. Bud ns it is there arc probably not twenty persons in the country that are 
conversant with ; and some singular judgments are given on its authority, much after 
the fashion of the *• Sortes Virgilianae.” Though it is consulted with much ceremony, 
and considered a sacred volume, law is in fact simplified to the will of the chief. Still 
the fact of their being a written law has assisted in retarding the degpdation of the people. 

Usury is permitted according to the agreement of the parties, but is checked in 
practice, and as no ill results from the merciful nature of the law for debt. It is generally 
ruled that a debtor shall pay small sums according to his means, and he cannot be kept in 
durance when he has nothing. Affairs of this kind, however, are generally on so small a 
scale that they are settled by arbitration. 

The institution of ciders that 1 have alluded to is not perhaps conducive to discipline, 
but in the existing uncertainty of the law is well worthy of notice, and agreeable to wit¬ 
ness. The decision of these elders cannot be reversed by any judge, as both parties 
solemnly ugree that it shall be final; it costs them nothing, and such arbitration is seldom 
refused,’even by the most testy, urged as it generally is in the most good-tempered manner 

Their mediation can be employed in every case where blood has not been drawn. 


Should any of these men be by on the commencement of a dispute, they separate the 
angry, and after patient investigation give their opinion, and decide the amount of com¬ 
pensation. The decision is usually considered sufficient, and it is a point of honour for 
the triumphant party not to receive the fine awarded. The conclusion is that the dis¬ 
putants should demand pardon of each other, and accord a mutual forgiveness, which is 
generally cordial and hearty. This system would scarcely succeed amidst the complicated 
interests of civilized society, or with the enduring energy of European passions, but it is 
to roe a redeeming trait in the Abyssinian character. It prevents crime and tumult more 
than their military law ; it carries out the precepts of the Gospel; and I cannot believe 
that the nation practising its merits no better name than savage. Wife and husband, 
father and son, brother and sister, are either reconciled in this way, or, if that be found 
impossible, separated with amenity ; and the custom being bowed to by the highest 
equally with the lowest, the asperities caused by the inefficiency of the law are much 
softened. These peacemakers are not appointed by any Government, but by common 
consent: the influential and wealthy inhabitant, the good tempered, the most moral, and 
particularly the aged, take the office on themselves. This custom, though universally 
accepted by the Abyssinians, Christian and Mahomedan, is of more weight in the Amhara 
country than in Tigrtf, owing to the greater good temper and good sense of the former 
people. 

The office of a judge is rather to settle and profit by disputes brought before him 
than to punish offences against the law. In cose of murder, for instance, unless the 
victim has some relative, who acting as accuser seizes the homicide himself, proves the 
crime, and is ready to slay him with his own hand, the culprit will be untouched ; justice 
furnishing neither accuser nor executioner. The said relative may also compound the 
matter for money at his pleasure, the judge receiving a similar sum. Add to this the 
numerous means of escape by joining the first band of robbers, or any rebel chief, or 
taking sanctuary in the nearest church, and the insecurity to life is easily accounted for. 

In the absence of police, should you seize a robber with your own hand, and in so 
doing inflict on him a fatal injury, however flagrant may have been his guilt, the relatives 
of the man, everywhere save in Godjam, will demand from justice the right to put you to 
death in cold blood, so rigidly is the Mosaic low of “ blood for blood ” interpreted, save 
when the rare good sense of some chief induces him to interpose an arbitrary veto. 

Insufficient and embarrassing as are the Abyssinian laws, it would be well if even these 
were always observed. No sooner has a chief turned his back on a distant expedition, 
than the whole population seizes the occasion for settling private grudges, whilst those 
who have no particular quarrel amuse themselves by indiscriminate robbery, or by making 
incursions against weaker barbarians by a republican levy. These disorders may cease on 
the return of the chief, but inquiry is seldom made, or punishment inflicted. Even in 
times of comparative tranquillity travellers are obliged to be well armed to insure their 
safety; and in periods of disturbance the roads are in a state of blockade save to large 
parties of armed merchants. 

Strangers, of any nation or creed, are freely permitted to settle in Abyssinia, and to 
purchase land or houses. They have the same rights as other inhabitants, being also sub¬ 
ject to the same liabilities. The Abyssinians in general and the chiefs are more jealous of 
those who pass through their country than of those who remain in it; but if Europeans 
were to settle in any numbers it is probable that fear would induce suspicion. It is this 
theoretical equality of all foreigners in the eye of the law, as well as of Abyssinians of all 
grades with each other, that renders it difficult for the mass to understand the immunities 
ot a Consul or other officer: though the chiefs comprehend it, when they choose to lay 
aside their affectation of superiority. In most cases there is nothing that delights the 
Abyssinian more than to assert his equality with the white stranger, and to bring him 
before a court of justice; the latter being, however, sure of a lenient, often of almost 
favourable, construction. 

The great chiefs inflict the punishment of death, but rarely, except in cases of 
repeated opposition or rebellion. More frequently the hands and feet are lopped off', or 
eyes, tongues, or ears mutilated. Dangerous political opponents are chained often for life 
in a mountain fort, but chains are in no case considered as a punishment, but merely as 
used for security. The most frequent penalty, used indiscriminately towards all ranks and 
classes of the community, is flogging; this is performed with the ox-whip, and is very 
severe, but no disgrace is attached to its infliction. 

The wasteful government of a military oligarchy, the incessant struggles for mastery, 
and uncertain tenure of all power, the careless sensuality of the chiefs, the wretched 
administration of the law, the utter decay of learning, and the selfish corruption of the 
priesthood, have ruined a nation that lias suffered little from national convulsions or foreign 
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conquest. Individuals are found who feel that their nationality is lost, that internal feuds 
are fast dissolving them into petty tribes as savage a6 their neighbours, and that their chiefs, 
still claiming the high-sounding title of kings, are nd better than powerful robbers. But 
it is to be feared that this decay cannot be checked by any efforts of their own, and that 
the boast of the Mahomedan, who points at a few remaining Christian provinces for his, 
will be verified. 

Dcjaj Oobeay, governing Tigr6 and all the provinces to the north of Gondar, in 
independent state, save a yearly tribute to the Ras Ali, and the latter being apparently 
lord paramount of Abyssinia, having blockaded his last enemy in a mountain stronghold 
in the south of Godjam during five years, and reduced him to extremity, matters appeared 
to have some chance of a pacific settlement under one ruler, when an unforeseen and 
sudden storm destroyed these hopes and plunged the land once more into a confusion as 
great as had followed the dethronement of the royal dynasty. 

A chief, named Kasai, having great family influence in the provinces bordering on 
Sennaar, forced his way by the sword into some notoriety, and married the daughter of the 
Ras AH. Of a proud and impatient spirit, after alternate rebellion and submission, and 
having defeated in numerous battles all the troops that were sent against him, he at last 
threw off all mask and openly defied the Ras Ali and hjs adherents. Having in some 
measure disciplined his troops, for the first time in this country, by the assistance of a 
few Turkish soldiers, he suddenly appeared after extraordinary forced inarches, in the 
neighbourhood of the Ras’ blockading camp, and fairly challenged him to the combat on 
the plains of Godjam, favourable as they are for cavalry, the Ras's pride. 

A pitched battle took place, in which the Ras was completely defeated and barely 
escaped, hotly pursued by his adversary. In a second battle lie was ent irely driven from 
the territories conquered by Gooksa, and forced to take refuge in his natal province of 
Edjo. Dejaj Oobeay, in the north, had not even gained time to collect his troops, when 
Kasai threatened him with his whole force , and obliged him to fly to bis hill-fort in great 
fear. The victory, however, obtained by Kasai over the Ras had set free the daring 
chieftan Birro, son of Gosho, from his mountain, and the latter, to add to the complica¬ 
tion, enemy as he was of the Ras, had a still more deadly feud with Kasai, on account of 
his father’s death, slain in battle by the latter. 

Kasai, therefore, patched up a temporary peace with Oobeay, and hurried to meet 
this formidable rival; since when all parties have feared to enter into decisive conflict. A 
chief of the Tigrd dynasty, Bulgud Arcya, had taken advantage of the confusion to raise 
the standard of revolt against Oobeay, but the return of this latter has for the present 
repressed any serious disturbances. A flairs now stand in a singular position ; the Ras Ali 
has returned to Debra Tabor, but without any power beyond the range of his foragers. 
Dejaj Kasai and Dejaj Birro threaten each other in Godjam with large armies, not having 
yet dared the encounter; and Dejaj Oobeay has re-occupied Tigre, after having seen by how 
feeble a grasp he holds his power. Numerous other chiefs have all their faculties on the 
alert to seize any chance that may offer, and it is difficult to say in whose hands the reins 
of power may finally remain. In the meantime it is certain that the roads are unsafe, 
commerce cheeked, justice paralysed, and diplomatic relations impossible ; and it would 
be idle to hope that the anarchy consequent on these events will soon cease. 

Some notice of the character of the four principal competitors in the present struggle 
may be useful hereafter. 

Ras Ali is a humane man, very vain, too indulgent, but intelligent, agreeable in his 
manners, brave, averse to change, and of a very whimsical character, affecting, and I believe 
feeling, great indifference to most tilings, including his own power. He is very difficult 
to lead, as he has no prominent passion to work upon, and will admire no idea that does 
not appear at least to emanate from himself. He does not care for flattery, is not 
ambitious, has no pride, is indifferent to reputation, and can by no means be excited to 
anger. Good-natured selfishness is his principal characteristic. 

Dejaj Oobeay is acute, inflated with pride, far-seeing and ambitious, disagreeable and 
overbearing in manner, but straightforward and decided in business. He is cowardly in 
person, but morally brave, very observing, grave, cruel when he deems it necessary, but 
not wantonly, and liberal, lie is much more feared than the Ras, but, being proud and 
susceptible, is far more easy to deal with, some caution being however necessaiy, as, when 
roused, he is capable of any extremities. 

Dejaj Birro, of Godjam, is the most remarkable, perhaps, of these chiefs; as proud 
as Lucifer, of surprising talent aud penetration, daring, patient, resolute; he has a 
wonderful command over men’s minds for love or fear; he is cruel, reserved in public 
matters, yet personally gay, noble in appearance, profusely generous, and fond of splendour. 
His untaught intellect may vie with a high European standard, and had his lot been cast m 
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Tigre, where he might have had communication with us, he would perhaps have been the 
regenerator of his country. With but a small province, he has preserved his independence, 
but there his efforts must end, and all his abilities be consumed in ceaseless wars an; 
harassing intrigues, both the delight of his fertile and brilliant mind. His father, Goshod 
who lately fell in battle, had well earned the title of Father of the white men/* by his 
conduct towards the few that enjoyed his society, or were obliged to his unbounded 
kindness. 

Dejaj Kasai is vigorous and subtle, daring to a fault, and perhaps more disposed to 
innovation than any. He has abolished in his army the practice of mutilating dead bodies, 
taught his soldiers some discipline, makes war without bagpige or camp followers, and 
encourages foreigners. Though proud, his manner is all humility, he is severe, liberal, and 
usually just, but breaks out now and then into unaccountable acts of violence, which 
indicate a somewhat unsettled temperament; be commences enterprises with more 
vigour than he pursues them, and is much under the influence of prophets and fortune¬ 
tellers. 

Should any one of these four chiefs attain supreme power, I do not think that he will 
have the courage to attempt that radical change in their feudal system which must precede 
all reform, all hopes of order, or of useful foreign alliance. Upon the whole Dejaj Kasai 
would be, I think, the most desirable. 

The Slave Trade is carried on by the Mahometans alone. Christians buy for domestic 
purposes, but arc not permitted to sell, and the penalty of death by hanging is affixed to 
the act of selling a Christian child. Slaves, so-called in Abyssinia, are of two races, Gallas 
and Shankaflas. In Egypt and Turkey, the Abyssinians themselves are ranked in the 
same category. The Gallas are the most valued, the boys for their intelligence, and the 
girls for their beauty. The Gallas are sold by their despotic kings in the territories of 
Enarea and Djimma; but amongst the republican Gallas no trade is carried on, save when 
poverty accepts the gold of the merchant, and even this is unheard of amongst the proud 
Gallas of Azobo, though so near to Massowah. Female prisoners, taken in their constant 
raids, are also sold, the male being never spared on those occasions. The Sbankallas are 
all taken by predatory expeditions, and on such occasions the soldiers are sometimes, 
though rarely, permitted by an Abyssinian chief to sell their booty. 

The Callus seem to adopt the religion of Islam with a fierce avidity, and look back 
to their own country with an affected contempt, too proud to acknowledge their love for 
the beautiful land they may no more hope to see. It is singular to see how readily they 
agree with those who have torn them from their homes, and how they hate the Christian 
who has never harmed them. 

The Shankallas arc generally indifferent as to their creed, and very susceptible of kind 
treatment They look back with longing to their own laud, and often women, as well as 
men, effect the most hazardous escapes. They seldom become fanatical in the new faith 
imposed on them. All slaves that are brought to the Red Sea arc usually well treated on 
the road, and the only cruelty practised is when a brutal master, for love of gain, prepares 
some unfortunate boys to guard the Turkish seraglios, tripling their market value. Those 
who follow the course of the White Nile, or by Gondar to Klmrtoom, through countries 
where water is scarce, undergo great hardships, and j>erish in numbers. The Gallas being 
purchased for a few beads in the interior, this traffic is very lucrative. 

The Abyssinians are very sensitive to the suspicion of being born of, or descended 
from what they are pleased to call a slave, having a shrewd idea of the absurdity of such 
an appellation from themselves : and since the conquest of Begemder by Ras Gooksa, the 
Gallas of Edjo and Worrahairuano have been counted as citizens ; these, moreover, having 
felly adopted the Mahomedan faith, and performing duly their pilgrimage to Mecca, are 
excepted by the dealers. 

These latter, however, never omit an opportunity of stealing infants of any creed: and 
near the coast a regular trade is in this manner carried on by means of the Shihos, who 
declare that it is lawful for them thus to supply the market, the custom having been 
bequeathed to them by their lathers. 

A firman by the Sultan Abd-el-Medjid was lately publicly read in Massowah, for 
form’s sake, whereby the sale or reception of stolen Christian children was prohibited ; as 
a matter of course, the Consuls were not informed of this, and equally of course, no steps 
being taken to enforce the order, it was disobeyed the same day, and totally forgotten in 
three. 

The most important of the other races that occupy this portion of Africa is the Galla 
These Gallas have, at different periods, for some hundred years past, seized upon the most 












fertile provinces of the ancient Empire of Abyssinia, and have spread themselves from the 
R?d Sea and the Blue Nile to the Equator. They are divided into numerous tribes, having 
th» one common characteristic of being undaunted horsemen. So strong is this propensity, 
that the tribe of Azobo Gallas, who occupy a territory between Tigre and the Red Sea, 
purchase horses from the colder provinces of Worraliaimano and Wallo and mount 
10,000 horse, in a district unfavourable to the existence of the animal, and where it is 
neve bred. 

Could these tribes, fifty or sixty in number, unite, nothing could withstand their 
numbers and impetuosity, and they would trample under foot, like a Scythian host, all the 
lund as far as Khartoom ; but, occupied as they are by intestine ware, there is little 
probability of such a torrent, unless a chief should arise amongst them like Mohamed 
Grync, that famous warrior, who led the armies of Adaiel, renowned for strength and 
swiftness of foot, even to the vicinity of Gondar ; and would 350 years since, have extin¬ 
guished the Abyssinian name and faith, but for the timely succour of Portuguese skill 
and valour. 

r l he. southernmost provinces of the Galla, Enarea, Djimma, Gonna, and others, are 
governed despotically by their several chiefs, and supply, by arbitrary coercion, slaves for 
the Turkish market. The tribes bordering on Abyssinia are nearly all Republics of the 
purest description, and do not engage in that Traffic. South of those Gallas are the 
Kingdoms of Djindjero, Kaffa, and Worata. each having a different language. The people 
of Djindjero are uncouth in feature, and rude in manners. This province was probably 
the boundary of the Portuguese trade from Melinda ; and the report is prevalent amongst 
the Gallas that cannibalism is still practised in those parts, as it certainly is by their 
neighbours on the confines of Zanzibar. They are said to be very numerous and brave; 
they have something of the Malay feature; they are Pagans, but little is known of their 
habits or ceremonies. 

Kalfa is a wealthy and fertile kingdom ; the inhabitants are proud and handsome; 
the women often fair and very beautiful—even in slavery they arc remarkable for indepen¬ 
dence and hauteur. They still retain a recollection and traces of the Christian faith, and 
still venerate the ruins of their churches. The Galla with whom they are incessantly at 
war call them, in derision, “ Sydaina,” originally signifying Christian; and it appears that, 
being a numerous and warlike tribe, when abandoued by the receding limits of Abyssinian 
dominion, they must have been strong enough to repel the tide of Galla invasion. It is 
said, moreover, that they ardently desire priests and instruction in their ancient faith— 
forgotten, save by name. It is to this point that a special mission of the Church of Rome 
is now directed ; and they hope, with some reason, to establish a hierarchy in that distant 
land. So little intelligence can he obtained of any tribes to the southward of these, that I 
am tempted to believe that towards the Equator there must be large tracts of uninhabited 
mountains and impenetrable forests. 

The province of Worata is south-west from Enarea, and extends, I believe, to the 
White Nile, about the point where the expeditions of Mohamed Ali stopped, and where 
there is a large mart for traders from Scnnaar. This route is, however, practicable only 
for the Arabs of Scnnaar, who arc fever-proof, and are received as brethren by the fierce 
nations that line the banks of the great river. 

The despots of Enarea, & c., govern their tribes with absolute sway ; life and death 
are in their will; and when in want of money, they cut off the heads of some of their 
poorer subjects, and sell the whole family into slavery. The King of Enarea monopolizes 
the breed ot the civet-cat, possessing about 3,000, and is thus very wealthy. Feasting, 
hunting, and war are the occupations of the King and his nobles; while the rich crops, 
produced with little labour, and the abundance of pasture, combine to cheapen all the 
necessaries and some of the luxuries of life, and diffuse an air of general prosperity 
throughout the country. 

The Gallas of a district named Folio pay a heavy tax to the King of Djimma, for per¬ 
mission to purchase boys, and prepare them as eunuchs for the Turkish harems; the 
Gallas in general looking on this practice with disgust, and being seldom guilty of it, 
though very lucrative. 

It is in the immense forests on the banks of the Deedavsa—a larger tributary of the 
White Nile than even the Abbai—that the finest ivory is found. Herds of buffaloes 
abound; and there the black panther, the fiercest and most beautiful of animals, is slain 
for his skin, highly prized, even where most abundant. 

Amongst the Republican Gallas, taxes are unknown; and each man is lord of his hut 
and the plot of ground before it, inherited from his ancestors ; he acknowledges no law; 
owes no military service ; and in a general assembly, held in the open air, each one, with 
his horse's bridle on his arm, and scouts watching for the enemy, may freely offer his 
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opinirn. Fighting is his delight and daily occupation ; and scenes recounted of the Trojan 
war may be seen daily enacted, apart the luxuries of gold and chariots, amongst a race not 
deficient in chivalric courage. Every man who can afford to buy a horse is a warrior; and 
each warrior armed, sallies forth daily to protect his crops or his cattle. When the cry 
resounds that the enemy is in sight, those who have lingered at home fling themselves into 
the saddle, and gallop to the contest, with more or less speed, according to their love of 
honour or their fear of death. 

The Gallas are noble in appearance, more grave and thoughtful than the Abyssinian, 
eloquent, strong, and genenlly handsome; with the pride of a nation of warriors, but very 
courteous and amenable to reason. Their women are not concealed, and mix freely in 
society; thev are often beautiful—almost always graceful; liberal of their smiles and 
favours to the brave, and scorning the coward. I have heard that those tribes to the 
southward are more chaste than these republicans, but I much doubt if they anywhere 
attach a particular value to the exercise of that virtue. Each Galla takes as many 
wives as he can afford to keep. Their features, when unmixed with other races, are 
European. They have no religion, but, without being conscious of it, retain some forms 
of Christianity, as fasting once in the year, observing the feast of the Cross, and others. 
They perform also some rude pagan rites, and have a superstitious veneration for certain 
large trees, to which they sacrifice animals. One word serves for God and sky; and while 
they believe that a Supreme Being created them and the world, and orders everything 
according to His will, they have not the least idea of the immortality of the soul, or any 
credence of a future state. In the monarchical provinces the faith of Mahomed has made 
much progress, and the Roman Catholics are making a vigorous effort to plant the religion 
of Christ amongst those other Gallas who arc on their road to Kaffa. As these races 
have, as yet, no priesthood to blind them, and no strong prejudices to render them deaf, 
the chances of success are considerable. 

Smiling as is the climate and fertile the soil of Christian Abyssinia, nature has been 
still more bountiful to the Gallas. Green meadows, rich cultivation, troops of horses and 
brood mares, lofty trees at intervals with magnificent spreading foliage, gentle undulations 
of hill and dale, a serene air unpolluted save in Enarea by large towns, eleauly and pictu¬ 
resque huts studding the whole landscape, and a salubrity proved by the aspect of both 
sexes—such are some ot the features of these charming lands; and many a scene of 
pastoral beauty, of bright streams and lowing herds, is daily defaced by the trampling 
hoofs of charging horse, and the bloodshed of combats where no quarter is given, and no 
result obtained. 

The southern bank of the immense valley of the Nile is in the hands of the Gulins, 
and divided throughout its length into many districts; the difficult passes and steep 
precipices present an inverse resemblance to a strong mountain country. The inhabitants 
are usually at peace with the Abyssinian lowlanders immediately opposite, and at feud with 
all others. The Christianity and paganism of the two races arc becoming gradually 
blended; their languages are spoken indifferently ; markets are weekly frequented on either 
side the river; intermarriage is common, and these relatives and neighbours alternately 
hold revelry and meet in mortal fight. Through the bottom of this valley (an isolated 
kingdom) the Abbai forces a tumultuous passage, receiving many tributaries from either 
side, till it swells with its flood the White Nile at Khartoom. The bed of the river is from 
2,000 to 3,000 feet below’ the level of Godjain ; the soil is singularly productive, though 
the ravages of fever balance the advantage. 

Ail the Gallas speak the same language with slight variations; it is unwritten, and 
bears no resemblance to Ethiopic. Amharic, or any tongue with which I am acquainted ; 
it is soft and pleasing in sound, but limited. 

Following the course of the Abbai northwards from the Enarea caravan road, which 
passes through the province of Goodcroo opposite to Basso on the Abyssinian side, are the 
provinces ot Horro, Amoro, and Shinna. 

The Amoro Gallas are the most distinguished of all this race for courage, stature, 
ferocity, and hatred of the Christian name. The commerce with this district is carried on 
entirely by Mahomedans ; though nearly all the principal families of Darnot and Agow- 
middur (where is the source of the Blue Nile discovered by Bruce), acknowledge their 
origin from this tribe, and are now under Christian rule. 

The Shinna Gallas do not come in contact with the Abyssinians, the Abbai taking 
there a westerly slope; a large extent of plain intervenes, occupied by negro races called 
Shankalla, and the Galla tribes cease in that direction. Further along the course? of the 
Blue Nile, mingled with these Slmnkalla, are found the Shageyas, who submitted, after 
many a bloody struggle, to the discipline of the Egyptian armies : and the uuconquered 
Shiloks, who still defv them, and who, if description be true, must be one of the 
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handsomest and finest of African races. I may notice here that there is a rumour amongst 
the Gallas and others that a white race exists somewhere in the interior; I do not think it 
at all unlikely that the report has some foundation. 

Passing from Gooderoo eastward, and then northward along the banks of the Abbai, 
the provinces of Kootai, Jarso, and some others, are still republicans ; and the horsemen 
of Jarso, calculated at 20,000, have set at defiance every effort of the Abyssinian rulers 
to impose even a slight tribute. The King of Shoa is, however, making large strides in 
that direction from the eastward, and is much feared by the Gallas in general. On the 
eastern boundary of Godjam, the Abbai still dividing them, is the vast territory of the 
Borona Gallas; their chief,Ali Wedajoo, has established nearly a despotic authority, and 
with his numerous cavalry keeps at bay the King of Shoa, and meets on equal terms the 
armies of Northern Abyssinia. The Boronas are Pagans, and call themselves Christians, 
though in what their faith consists it would l>e difficult to say. Their northern frontier 
is occupied by the most formidable of theGalla races, the Wallo. Here brown heaths and 
chilling fogs mark an elevation of 12,000 or 13,000 feet above the sea-level, and the hardy 
mountaineers, who have engrafted the faith of Islam and the fanaticism of its followers on 
their native ferocity, wage pitiless war with the King of Shoa and Borona Gallas, the 
Abyssinians of the province Arnhara, and the Gallas of Worrahaimano and Worrakallo, 
their northern boundary. They have placed themselves under five or six chiefs, distin¬ 
guished for valour or sagacity, and in case of a formidable invasion sometimes unite their 
forces. 

In general, however, they are always fighting with each other; or, as one told me, it 
is their daily meal. There is still much freedom in their institutions, and their chiefs dare 
not attempt any arbitrary act. Here, as amongst the Arabs, are found men who have 
sworn never to fly, and who often suffer a cruel death at the hands of the Shoa Christians, 
as merciless as they are cowardly, when taken on the field. Though bloodthirsty, they 
are honest and hospitable in the extreme, but should never be tempted by the sight of fire¬ 
arms, for which they have an uncontrollable desire. 

The Gallas of Worrahaimano, Worrakallo, and Edjo are all Mahomedans, though 
some Abyssinian Christians still retain their lands here, as in the monastery in an island of 
the Lake Hoik, in the province of Tehuladcrree. The present Has of Begerneder having 
sprung from these tribes, they have become in a measure incorporated w ith the Abyssinians, 
and all speak the Amharic language. Their singular tournaments I have elsewhere 
mentioned. North-east of these follow the Areya Gallas ; and northernmost of all the 
Gallas of Azobo, betwixt the provinces of Inderta and Wojjcrat, in Tigr£, and the Red 
Sea, from which tribe they are only divided by the tribe called Danakil. These Gallas arc 
constantly at feud with the inhabitants of Tigre, whose chiefs have in vain attempted to 
subdue them. They are republican, and have a similar character to all the others, though 
almost isolated. They have not yet become Muhomedan. 

From the Shinna Gallas, west of Damot, to the Gallas of Azobo, east of Tigr6, this 
race sweeps round Abyssinia in an unbroken semicircle, dividing it from its cognate 
kingdom of Shoa, and waging with its inhabitants at all points continual war. Had it not 
been for the introduction of fire-arms by the Portuguese, the w hole country would long 
since have been overrun by them, and as they are now beginning to appreciate and adopt 
those weapons, it is not improbable that they will soon succeed in overw helming the 
Abyssinians—a conquest necessarily followed by the introduction of the Mahomedan faith. 
The Chiefs of Worrahaimano were at one time in correspondence with Mahomed Ali to 
this end, and now repeat the assurances of the Governur of Massowah. that troops will 
soon be sent by his master the Sultan, to take possession of Abyssinia, his lawful 
inheritance. 

I have stated that a line of country some seventy miles in breadth or more, separates 
Christian Abyssinia from the Red Sea, being occupied by more barbarous tribes, and 
reaching from the Gallas of Azobo to the dominions of Abbas Pasha, north-westerly from 
Massowah. 

The northerly neighbours of the Asobo are the Taltals, lying east of the district of 
Agamee, in Tigre. They are nomudes, as all that l have now to describe, and call them¬ 
selves Mahoinedims, though their creed is far from orthodox, and I do not suppose there is 
one that cau read the Koran. It is certain that by their unceasing feud with the 
Abyssinians, they have acquired a strong hatred of Christians. They cat little or no 
corn, and never sow ; living on milk and the flesh of goats and oxen. These are generally 
thriving, as they have the benefit of two rainy seasons, and luxuriant pasturage nearly all 
the year round. The rains of Abyssinia extend to w ithin fifty or sixty miles of the sea in 
the months of June to September, and the rains of the coast are variable till the end of 
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March, from October or November. They are unacquainted with horses, and are remark¬ 
able for bodilv vigour and speed of foot. In this province are the plains of salt and sulphur 
that supply all Abyssinia: the rood from thence to the sea is nearly a level plain, and the 
direct port is Amphylla. This was the road that Mr. Salt proposed to open. It was 
traversed at great risk by an Englishman, Mr. Coffin, who still lives in Abyssinia, and by 
him alone. The English Government had, I believe, consented, when the death of the 
Ras Welda Selasee, and subsequently that of Mr. Salt, prevented the further progress of 
the affair, which was afterwards lost sight of. Mr. Coffin performed this journey, l believe, 
forty-fire years ago. 

The Taltals are now treacherous and bloodthirsty, even towards each other; to 
strangers implacable and dangerous. They are hospitable from pride and custom; but a 
hospitable reception by no means insures the life of the guest: and when u Taltal enters 
the hut of his relative he lays his sabre across his knee, and places his spear and shield 
ready for his grasp. I attribute something of this fierce character to the heating nature 
of their diet; and it may be generally observed amongst the tribes who eat no bread. 
They are impatient of all yoke, and live independent of all law, with here and there a man 
possessing, like the ancient patriarchs, some influence from age and wealth in flocks and 
cattle, or in youth from sagacity and daring. These people scarcely know the value of 
money, and the Turkish Government at Massowah of course makes no attempt to en¬ 
courage any communication. They are therefore totally ignorant of the world without, 
save the nearest districts of Abyssinia, but under better management would no doubt crowd 
to the market of Massowah, which is now often unfurnished with the necessaries of life; 
and their province would soon be as safe to visit as any other part of the country. Their 
sulphur should form a valuable article for trade, and their territory might be highly cul¬ 
tivated, and would afford much produce for export, besides bread for the inhabitants. 
Many years since a small body of Turkish troops were defeated and destroyed to a man by 
the Taltals of kherlo; having ventured to advance inland from the port of Amphylla. 
The attempt has never been renewed, and they have no garrison at that place. 

The Danakil, who extend along the sea coast for a hundred miles or more, speak a 
dialect of the Taltal language, and have much the same character, being only poorer, less 
vigorous, and less courageous than their neighbours of the mountain. Not many years 
since both these tribes purchased stolen Christian boys, and sacrificed them in some 
superstitious rite. And although one of their chiefs assured me that this practice was 
discontinued, 1 doubt him much. Camels are bred in great numbers here, and the cattle 
and sheep of the Dauakil are also numerous and in good condition, but never appear at the 
Massowah market, though within six hours’ sail of a dull craft. Ostriches abound, but 
are little hunted, firearms being totally unknown. Elephants are plentiful, but are only 
killed by a few Abyssinian hunters, and in small numbers. The wild asses are numerous 
on the coast, and the zebra is said to exist in the interior, as well as the rhinoceros. The 
wild ass is sometimes taken in pits, his flesh being highly prized by the Arabs of Yemen 
as medicinal food. 

The salt lake of Boorrce, near the coast, formed of a filtered deposit at a lower level 
than the sea, furnishes that article for consumption to the Shi bos, and some provinces of 
Tigr£, but it is not used as a circulating medium. 

To the northward of the Taltils is the powerful tribe of Shiho, now divided into 
two branches, called Assoworta and Tora. Through their territories pass nil the roads 
now in use from Abyssinia to Massowah. Their language is said to bear a close affinity 
to that of the Adieal, and there ore in it many words of Galla origin. Partly through fear 
of their Abyssinian neighbour, and partly for the love of gain, acquired by being on the 
direct road for commerce, they suffer merchants or travellers to pass in safety, furnishing 
guides for a payment proportioned to the wealth of the caravan. The road for fifty miles 
is in their undisputed possession, and includes lofty mountains and narrow defiles, that 
only require firearms to render them formidable ; but though these Shihos are constantly 
at Massowah, and see the Abyssinian merchants purchase those matchlocks whose force 
they have often felt, but one instance is 1 think known of one of this tribe possessing a 
musket. The mortal fear of innovation afflicts them like all Abyssinian race, so they 
invest their money in cows, living miserably that many of these may be slaughtered at 
their death, and devoured by a weeping assembly upon their tombs. They are scrupulous 
Mussulmans, not even touching any intoxicating liquor. In keeping faith they are more 
scrupulous than the Taltals, and a guide who requires and gives the oath of good com¬ 
panionship may be perfectly relied on. Though thieves by profession elsewhere, they 
seldom steal in their own district; but they are very pestilent beggars, their begging not 
being confined to those in distress, but practised by the whole tribe, the most wealthy being 















the most pertinacious, saying it is a right they have inherited from their fathers. They 
are annoying, but not dangerous, except if any one attempts to pass through their country 
without a guide, when he will be lucky if he escapes with the loss of his property. 

The name of merchant is a scandalous reproach amongst them, and till very lately, 
agriculturist also. For the last few years they have been attempting to cultivate barley 
with success; a wonderful step, still limited to a few individuals. They always eat bread 
when they can obtain it, exchanging the salt of Boorree for the maize of Kalagoozai; with 
which province of Tigrd they are usually on very good terms. This is a matter of mutual 
interest, as the cattle of the two districts thus enjoy the benefit of the double rainy season. 
They are constantly at war with the Taltals with various success. They also live in a 
republican fashion, with certain elders elected by themselves to settle disputes, and as the 
pay of the guides goes into a common purse, these elders receive a large portion. 
Owing to the influence that riches must always secure, these elections generally fall on the 
same families, and the office has thus become almost hereditary; but they are obliged to 
be very careful in exerting their power, and the rest of the tribe lose no occasion of wordily 
asserting their equality, nor allow any interference in their private affairs. 

The Rhihos are kidnappers by profession, and avow it openly. Hundreds of Christian 
children arc stolen by them every year; when they can, they sell them secretly at Mas- 
sowah, if not. they are disposed of at Zeyla, from whence they are sent to Amphylla, and 
smuggled across to Yemen, if not purchased by the Taltals. Sometimes they are kept 
until they forget their origin and religion, or become too resigned to demand any change, 
and are then sold at Massowah as Gallas. These tribes still have a respect for the Naibs 
of Arkceko, who kept them in some order, till their own power was destroyed by the 
Turks, who have substituted nothing in its place. Zeyla is a large village about three 
hours’journey inland from the ancient sea-port of Adoolis, a city probably founded by 
one of the Ptolemies, opposite the Island ofDissce, purchased by Lord Valentin. The 
ruins of Adoolis are visible. The pro|»er pronunciation of Zeyla may be written thus 
in the German, “ Ziilila.” Its inhabitants pay a small sum occasionally to the Turks, 
perhaps a hundred dollars, when threatened, and are then left to smuggle and govern 
themselves as they please. The Shihos have no camels, and are not so rich as the Taltals, 
being also less fierce and intractable. 

On the plains betwixt the Shihos and the sea arc the Bedouins ; their name is some¬ 
what used as a term of contempt, as though one should say the “ wanderers ” or * miscr- 
ables.” These tribes, though unwarlike, are numerous ; but as all their many enemies are 
superior to them in force, and as they have no strongholds for retreat in their levle 
country, resignation or flight are their first and last resource under all difficulties. These, 
like the flying-fish, are preyed on by all. Paying a small revenue to the Turkish Pasha, 
who, after extorting what he can from their poverty, does not pretend to protect them, 
plundered or slain by the Abyssinian chiefs whenever leisure or the prospect of booty 
invites them, and frequently beholding their flocks and herds harried by the Shihos, or the 
peasants of IJamazayn, they have little repose and no profit. Their days are few and 
evil, being passed in poverty, degradation, and toil; and when old they are sent by their 
younger relatives 10 guard the goats or camels, until death finds them at the task. To 
these evils they oppose a patient stupidity worthy of their own camels, and the fatalism 
of their creed ; they have moreover by nature so gay a temperament, that dance and song 
are forever resounding through their villages. They are not ashamed to work, and are far 
more useful than all their conceited neighbours. 

This race is the only one in these parts willing to submit to any government, and 
demanding only protection and tranquillity; acknowledging at once Turk, Naib, or 
Abyssinian, king or kaiser, as they may offer; they not unfrequentlv add a sigh in 
wishing for the mild equity of the English, having in spite of Turkish jealousy, heard 
fabulous tales of the splendour of Aden under our rule. 

With the exception of some villages on the coast that serve as a rendezvous for the 
small traders w ho supply the Island of Massowah with provisions, and whose inhabitants 
supply by their camels wood, grass, and other necessaries, they arc in general a wandering 
raw, camping wherever pasturage is to be found, and stretching as far as Humazayn when 
permitted. The constant exactions of the Turks, if they have impoverished, have at 
least rendered them mild ; and I scarcely think that, had they as much coinage and 
independence as the adjacent tribes, they would be much better; ss it is they are 
inoffensive and invaluable as a labouring class. 

The language of the Bedouins, as of the natives of Massowah, is a corruption from 
the ancient Geez, with a large infusion of Arabic. Infanticide is common amoug them, 
ana spoken of with indifference. The Turkish Pasha of course docs cot interfere, as his 
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revenues are not affected. The practice is confined, I believe, to their illegitimate 
children. 

Passing on to the northward from the Shihos and Bedouins, we arrive at the last 
relics of the ancient sway of Abyssinia; shattered and separated from that realm and 
each other the tribes of Memsa, Senhait, Hallal, Mfiira (a corruption from Mary or 
Mariam), the Habftb and their subdivisions. All these tribes are shepherds within their 
own limits, eat not bread, do not cultivate the ground except in Senhait, are all robbers 
bevond their own district, and of course arc constantly at war with each other. 

They are far more wealthy than the Bedouins, possessing numerous camels, herds, 
and flocks that whiten all the ground. The soil, generally adapted for the richest 
produce, is left barren from the insecure tenure of all property, and the fact that Senbflit 
is almost yearly plundered from the attraction of its harvest, is not calculated to stimulate 
the rest to husbandry. These tribes not having felt directly the pressure or blessing of a 
Mahomedan government, and being abandoned and regarded as savages fit only to be 
despoiled by their brethren of Abyssinia, their religion partakes of the indefinite character 
of their position ; their language is, however, perhaps the purest dialect of the Geez now 
spoken, not excepting Tigrd. They call themselves almost indifferently Christians or 
Mahomedans, have no scruples regarding their butcher, do not fast for either party, and a 
Christian may be found hearing the name of Ali, a reputed Mussulman that of George 
or Paul. A half-ruined church still appears here and there, seeming singularly out of 

r lace, but no priest capable of reading or who knows anything of the faith he possesses. 

n some districts, as Maira, the Koran having slightly the ascendant, Sheiks and Fokeras 
predominate, and doubtless the latter will win the day; as the Abyssinian armies 
regularly ravage and slay their weaker brethren, who are consequently beginning to hate 
the name of Christianity, which they only sec accompanied by fire and sword. 

Of all these tribes, the three families of Hflbab arc the most powerful and warlike ; 
their territory extends all along the coast, from the confines of the Bedouins, about 
eighty or ninety miles north of Massowah, to Aggeek, which is the boundary between 
the Sultan and the Pasha of Egypt The breadth of this province, from the coast to the 
river Ansubba, is about sixty or eighty miles, and embraces a great variety of climate and 
elevation. The tribes of Hallal and Maira occupy a bold range of mountains that 
stretches out to the northward like a spur from Ilamazayn, between the deep valleys of 
Ansubba and Barka. Memsa, Biddapl, and other small districts, are nearer to Abyssinia, 
and are remorselessly plundered by all parties. 

The province of Billayn on the western bank of the Ansubba, comprises the districts 
of Mogos, Senhait, Mugari, Beejook, Halhal. and others; its inhabitants speak the 
language of the Agows of Lasta; but no tradition is preserved respecting the period or 
the manner of their separation from the present tribe. 

This province may be considered as the frontier of Modern Abyssinia in this 
direction; but the race of Beni Ameer, that occupies all the low countries and the whole 
length of the torrent Barka, is also undeniably of Tigr£ origin, though called Arab by 
the Egyptian Governors of Taka. 

The Beni Ameers do not know a word of Arabic, but speak a dialect of the Geez. 
Having no mountains to retire to, and being thus exposed to all attacks, they have adopted 
the Mussulman creed, and now pay tribute to Egypt. They, still, however, think them¬ 
selves entitled to the privilege of private war, and muke expeditions against the Christians 
of Billayn. 

« Halhal, the northernmost district of Billayn, has been on several occasions ravaged 
by the Egyptian troops, the villages destroyed, and the women and children sold into 
slavery ; unassisted by their natural ruler the chief of Tigr€, and having no refuge, it 
is now five years since they declared themselves Mahomedans. The divisions of Mogos, 
Senhait,' Beejook, and all the others nearer Hamazayn, still hold out after having 
been twice plundered; the details of the last expedition have been furnished in my 
despatches. 

They are still resolute to retain the religion of their fathers ; and with our assistance 
the boundary of Mussulman invasion may at least be fixed here. 

On the eastern bank of the Ansubba, opposite to Maira, the district called Asoguddee 
Bukla is now posse*sed by the Habfibs. This was anciently the seat of an Abyssinian 
Governor, whose sway extended to Sowakin, and heaps of ruin Btill exist, but without any 
inscriptions or other data. 

The Hababs as I have said are converted, and are nominally ruled by the Pasha 
of Massowah ; but are in reality quite independent. 

3 L 
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Several chiefs of these tribes have said to me that they would gladly resume their 
ancient creed were they assured of protection by the occupation of Massowah by a 

Christian Power. All parties and all religions in this j>art of Africa unite in their cordial 
detestation of the Taka. 

1° the southward, and on the same spur of mountains, adjoining to Hamazavn the 
province of Memsa Ls exposed to the same dangers as Mogog. On the one hand! the 
troops of Massowah arc close at hand; on the other, the River Ansubba affords an easy 
access to those of Turks. y 

We / Dter ^ ere » this district will soon be sent from the Christian community; 
Dejaj Oobeay being unable to defend these distant outskirts of his dominions. If assured 
of protection, a few intelligent teachers might soon infuse sounder moral notions into the 
breasts of the rising generation, and no strong prejudices or associations of cunning priests 
would here obstruct their efforts as in Abysinian Central. 

Memsa is so elevated as to produce excellent wheat and barley. In Mogos, maize, 
Indian com, and tobacco are cultivated with success; under better auspices its surface 
might be covered with vines ; and it would produce coffee and spices, the climate being 
even and temperate. I hough the mountains at a distance appear abrupt, excellent levels 
tor roads are everywhere found. Wood and water are abundant. What hidden mineral 
wealth may exist I am incompetent to say. There were two churches in Mogos, one of 
which has lately been burnt by the Turks ; but no officiating priests. An ancient church, 
dedicated to the* trinity, still exists on the grand mountain of Tsad Amba, the M White 
Mountain. This rises square and massive from the valley of Barka, and on the summit 
reside some monks, who alone possess the secret of the ascent; all the roads being over- 
grown with jungle, and the path in one spot passing, it is said, over a rocking and narrow 
slab that bridges a fissure of immense depth. 

The mountain of Devra Sinai, in Memsa, less rugged and more lofty, is also the site 
of pious devotion and the abode of several anchorites. Here bright and ample fountains 
water large meadows of pasture, and are sheltered bv enormous masses of stone. In one 
ot these stones, forty feet in diameter, two chambers’have been hewn and adapted to the 
purposes of a church ; the holes in the rocks around shelter the hermit from the weather, 
or are filled with the bones of pilgrims. This spot, and, indeed, the greater portion of 
Memsa, would form a delightful sanatorium for residents at Massowah. 

These provinces, like all that have been gradually severed from Abyssinia, have no 
regulated Government, and have assumed, from the necessities of their position, a resem¬ 
blance to the Arab Kabyles. Each tribe, or family, is under some influential man. who, 
though he cannot order summarily, can generally succeed in persuading, and who is usually 
the richest and most talented of the race. To him is entrusted the power of inflicting such 
punishments as the obligations of social life have, by common consent, forced them to 
adopt, but which, however, arc rarely necessary: he also, with other elders, decides 
disputes regarding property, and exercises considerable power, though with no state and a 
disagreeable amount of vociferation ; he also takes care of his own cattle, seldom possessing 
the luxury of a servant. This latter is. indeed, almost unknown to these simple races” 
each man depending on the assistance of his children, and regarding them as his truest 
wealth. One trait is honourable to the inhabitants of Mogos: the highest respect is paid 
to strangers, not outwardly, hut in fact. The Hnbabs are proverbially treacherous and the 
Bani Ameer were certainly so, till restrained by the strong hand of Egypt. 

Three hundred men would be sufficient for the government of all these districts. 

The people of Mflira are of Bedouin race, and claim kin with those near Massowah • 
other tribes, as those of Barca and Aiiguddee, to the westward of Barka, it would be useless' 
for me here to describe. The Hababs have for a long period been, nominally at least 
submitted to the Massowah governor; but I think that the restoration of Halhal so 
recently conquered, to its former independence, as a part of the Christian province of 
Billayn might be demanded, and that province, with Memsa, should be declared a portion 
of Tigre, under our protection. t 

The only other race that, on the northern frontier of Abyssinia, intervenes between that 
country and the Arab tribes subject to Egypt, is the Shank.Ua, partly of negro origin, or 
Nubian, lhese Shankallas possess a large and fine tract of country between the rivers 
known in Abyssinia as the Murrub and Takazzee, and called by the'Arabs El Gasch and 
Shaytect. Their principal village is on the former torrent, and known as Maidaro or 
Bclga. They have no form of government, each village being quite independent, some 
eider elected by the rest acting as arbitrator; nor do they even assist each other against a 
common enemy. ^ 
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By nature I think they are docile and intelligent; but long-continued enmity and 
warfare with all the surrounding nations bas rendered them as bloodthirsty as the beasts of 
prey that abound in their dense forests. Their hand is truly against every man. In spite 
of the incessant attacks of Turks. Arabs, and Abyssinians, they are so prolific and tenacious 
as to retain their native land, and often do they inflict injuries as great as those they suffer. 
Patient, strong, and enduring alike of fatigue or hunger, they proceed many days’ journey 
in search of booty or revenge, and often, from their ambush, cut off a whole caravan. No 
one has yet been able to approach them on terms of friendship; but, in my opinion, they 
have the elemeuts of a more social existence abundant amongst them. In tne Egyptian 
provinces I found many Abyssinians, whose country and family I knew, that had been sold 
into slavery by these Shankallahs. 

They cultivate the ground and possess cattle and flocks in abundance; they live also 
in great measure by hunting and on the wild honey that is found in vast quantities. They 
have in general no idea of trade, bnt lately have begun to sell ivory through the medium 
of some neutral Arabs on their frontier, in return receiving chequered calicos and cloths of 
native manufacture; mouey is not in use. 

On all sides Abyssinia is surrounded by barbarous tribes. The monks who visit 
Jerusalem conceal or falsify their knowledge of other nations : and the only point at which 
the merchants can meet with other Christians is at Massowah, during their annual visits, 
for they are not permitted to cross the sea with their goods, the Turks being also interested 
in preventing too strict an amity with Europe. 

Few Europeans have visited the interior, so that it is not surprising that so vain a 
nation should have a contempt for the Christian races, equivalent to their ignorance of 
them. The Turks they utterly dispise, and having the advantage of firearms in their 
contests with the Gallas and others, they rate themselves as the first, almost the only, 
nation. In general they have a faint conception that a few white men exist beyond the 
sea, on a spot of ground not w'orth mentioning; but they do not believe that kings or 
kingdoms, fruitful soil or genial climate, are found save in Abyssinia. A few exceptions 
of intelligent men there certainly are, but these dare not enlighten the rest, and are laughed 
at if they attempt it. 

All, even these, are convinced that as a military power, none can approach them. 
These traits are, it is true, common enough amongst ignorant races, but they are curious, 
if we consider that no religious differences separate us, and that the stream ot pilgrimage, 
uninterrupted for fifteen centuries, has brought no fertilizing waters of knowledge to this 
sterile soil. This shows either singular apathy, impenetrable vanity, or unstained decei; 
probably all three in pretty equal proportions. 

Europe has almost ignored the existence of Abyssinia. The Abyssinians who formerly 
ruled Yemen and traded to India, were deprived of their conquests by the immediate 
successors of Mahomed, and, their own sea-coast being wrested from them, were shut up 
in their rugged mountains before the progress of arms and civilisation enabled Europeans 
to inquire into the affairs of distant nations. Since then no great effort has been made to 
open a communication, save once for the purpose of establishing the authority of the 
Roman Catholic Church, which disastrously failed, and the Abyssinian, amidst the 
abundance of his own country, soon forgot the little he ever knew of others. 

It is certain that Europeans are at present but little considered in Abyssinia. An 
individual, by imitation of their manners, by courage, address in warlike exercises, and a 
perfect knowledge of their language, may gain some influence; but all that is European in 
manners and dress, often even in ideas, is purely ridiculous in the eyes of this people. 
For instance, they do not much admire strength of mind or firmness of purpose, even when 
conjoined with a rare forbearance and suavity. Indeed, the word used by them is also a 
synonym for obstinate and disagreeable. They admire more a man who yields with 
courtesy to the entreaties or reasoning of others, whether persuaded or not. 

The great difficulty for an European is to steer between too much decision and too much 
facility. The former will confer on him the appellation of a brute, and general dislike; 
the latter, of a coward, and general disrespect. They themselves having no pride, though 
much vanity, are very apt to estimate what we call mauly spirit or resentment as ridiculous 
haughtiness. A man who loses his temper is at the mercy of the cool and witty Abyssinian, 
who (at least the Amhara) will probably overwhelm him with polite excuses ; think of 
him, if he takes that trouble at all, as one without sense or good manners, wonder what 
brought him so far from his own country to get into a passion, and then give orders to 
adroit him no more, unless he hopes to profit largely by him. Directly a white man 
appears, the chiefs begin to calculate the amount of presents that they may possibly obtain 
from him, and the best way of extracting them, according to the character of the victim. 
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Sultan Selim sent his fleets and his armies beyond Bab-el-Mandeb, occupied Massowah, 
and built a fort at Dohono, Aden also receiving a Turkish garrison. When the Empire 
grew weaker the troops were withdrawn firm all these places ; Aden was taken possession 
of by an Arab Chief, and Massowah by the Naibs or lieutenants, a powerful family, 
originally dependent on the Emperors of Abyssinia, who, having partially shaken off that 
yoke after their adoption of the Mahometan faith, were again subjected by the Turks. 
W hen these latter withdrew the Naihs became almost sovereign rulers, but were forced to 
pay a tribute yearly to their powerful neighbours the Chiefs of Tigrg. One of these Naibs, 
to increase his importance, or for some other reason, requested from Jiddah a guard of 
thirty men, commanded by an Aga; which request was granted with joy. Bruce’s account 
shows that the Naib acted as an independent ruler at the time. Many years afterwards, 
in consequence of family disputes, an arrangement was entered into with the Pasha of 
Jiddah, whereby the latter bound himself to pay to the Naib 12,000 dollars per annum, in 
consideration of which he was allowed to maintain an Aga and sixty men in Massowah, 
and to receive all the duties paid by the Abyssinian merchants. 

The island was thus again ceded to Turkey, the mainland remaining in the hands of 
the Naib ; so much so that when the French appointed an Agent at Massowah, the Naib 
refused him permission to land, and demanded large sums likewise from all missionaries 
proceeding to Abyssinia; nor had the Turkish Governor of the island any voice in these 
matters. 


'l he Naibs, finding their family feuds becoming more entangled, at last adopted the 
fatal step of demanding a firman from the Pasha of Hadjaz, installing one of their number ; 
this took place nearly twelve years since. During this time also the tribute to Dejty 
Oobeay, Chief of ligr£, was fixed at 2,000 dollars a-year; the Naib possessing some 
villages in that province. 

Such was the state of affairs when I returned to England in 1847 ; during my stay 
there great changes occurred, which I then pointed out to Her Majesty’s Government. 
Massowah was handed over for a year to Egypt. I have reason to think that there was 
an understanding for the invasion of certain provinces of Tigrrf at least; at any rate, 
Massowah began to rise in importance. Instead of an Aga, with 00 soldiers, who smoked 
away their time in the island, an energetic governor, with the title of Bey, and 600 good 
troops, was sent He immediately refused the payment of 1,000 dollars monthly to the 
Naib ; and when the latter, in return, stopped the water supplies, he attacked and burnt 
the village of Dohono; built there a fort; and proclaimed that all the country along the 
sea. and for 40 miles inland, belonged to his master solely; the Pasha of the Hedjaz still 
receives his title of Pasha of Abyssinia. 

Since that time, the Naihs have become null. The government of Massowah was 
again handed hack to Constantinople, and instead of a Bev a Pasha was sent direct from 
the seat of government; but the change from the vigorous administration of Mahomed 
Ali was soon felt. 1 he governors from Constantinople, though of high rank, have but 
one thought, the extraction of money. They have a Naib, whom they pay 30 dollars 
a-montli, and send right and left to demand revenue from the neighbouring tribes ; and 
that done, the country beyond the island is left to its own resources, and to fight its own 
battles and appoint its own local chiefs. Having destroyed the power of the Naibs, the 
whole land is without law or security. 

The Chief of Tigrd, impatient at the loss of his usual tribute (which the Naib could 
not, and the Turks would not pay), several times ravaged the whole coast, even within 
sight of Massowah and the Turkish fort, and has only desisted latterly, owing to mv 
representations. 7 

The state of interregnum thus established renders the road between Massowah and 
Abyssinia Proper disagreeable and dangerous; every man must there protect himself. 
Under the infliction of Abyssinian confusion and Turkish supineness, these regions have 
become mostly gloomy forests without settled inhabitants, without law, and without a 
judge, and haunted by robbers and plunderers from every neighbouring tribe. 

Such is the state of the coast; but as the Pasha of Massowah must give some account 
ot the twenty provinces supposed to he submitted to his authority, every few months he 
procures the signature of a number of people in Massowah to a paper setting forth that 
pertect order and tranquillity reign everywhere in the Sultan’s extensive possessions in this 
part ot the world. In a manner hitherto believed to be peculiarly Chinese, this despatch 
is always sent when the neighbourhood is most disturbed, and when marked disorders 
have occurred in the town. 


n • "! lernal administration of the laws in Massowah and Dohono, the only spots 
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Under the present one, crimes have been tmusually frequent; the town is burnt down 
three or four times a year: the soldiers have been repeatedly in a state of mutiny, insulting 
the Pasha to his face with scarcely even a reprimand, and are now restrained only by the 
firm conduct of their immediate officers; many robberies have occurred, and none have 
been traced; there is no police; and his justice may be briefly illustrated by his having 
put in prison a respectable merchant who complained of a burglary, for the reason that it 
was impossible such a crime could have occurred under his administration, and therefore 
the complaint must be false. 

The greatest jealousy of all Europeans has invariably characterised every Governor; 
every attempt is made to discourage merchants that wish to settle; and every effort that 
cunning can suggest has been made to lower the position of the Consuls in the eyes of the 
natives and the Abyssinians, and to keep up the illusion that still prevails here that the 
Sultan is Lord of the world. 

My late despatches will have shown the annoyance and insults to which we are 
sometimes subjected. The Abyssinians being in contact with the Turks alone of the white 
races, and these occupying the only practicable approaches to Abyssinia, the foreign policy 
of that country resolves itself into three questions: whether it is better that Egypt and 
Abyssinia should be under one sovereign; whether the Turkish Government should be 
obliged distinctly to recognise the independence and limits of Abyssinia, and to afford every 
facility and protection to a transit trade, and to the residence of European and Abyssinian 
merchants in their territory for that purpose; or whether, and much better, we ourselves 


— w ............. i«vi. vviuiwij , ui niicuici, ttnu muni ucucr, we uujacivca 

should break through this blockade, and by securing a point lit for the free intercourse of 
the two races, and where European intelligence, wealth, and enterprise might produce their 
full effect, should throw open these rich and secluded realms to the efforts of the states¬ 
man, the merchant, and the philanthropist. 

The first question, the conquest of Abyssinia by Egypt, must, I apprehend, be answered 
in the negative. The present state of frontier warfare and plunder is truly very bad, and 
one mission exchanged between Abbas Pasha and Has Ali produced no result, as usual 
from the childish indifference of Abyssinians regarding foreign nations. But though it is 
certain that as a temporal Government, adapted to develop the resources of the country, the 
swav of Egypt, aided by European counsels, would be far preferable to the present condition 


of Egypt, aided by European counsels, would be far preferable to the present condition 
of useless bloodshed and disorder; yet the religious faith of the Abyssinians, however 
corrupt in practice, binds us to endeavour to protect the integrity of their kingdom, and 
to hope for their future progress. 

Regarding the second proposition, certain 6teps must be taken by Her Majesty’s 
Government in the first place. The Porte must distinctly recognise the independence of 
Abyssinia, and understand that we wish for a free trade with that country through its 
harbour of Massowah. If, therefore, it is permitted to retain that island, every facility 
roust be afforded to the settlement of Europeans willing to risk their capital, perhaps their 
lives, in commercial adventure, and whose enterprise will add largely to the Custom-house 
revenues; above all, the stupid jealousy and bigotry of the Governors, which have placed 
Massowah filly years behind the rest of the world, must be effectively put a stop to. 

The limits of Turkish and Abyssinian rule must be definitively settled, and inter¬ 
vening tribes placed under the one or the other; if the former, a sufficient armed 
force must be maintained to govern seriously, and to afford protection to life and 
property. 

These matters should be submitted for the approval of the existing Chief of Tigre ; 
and after a full explanation of the advantage accruing to him, he should also be informed 
that the British Government, with every wish in his favour, will regard with high displeasure 
any wanton infraction of the settlement. 

The Abyssinian merchants, with their own consent, should then be placed to a certain 
extent under the care and surveillance of the British Consul, whose residence should be in 
Massowah, or on the neighbouring mainland. If any one Chief in the interior arrives at 
supreme power, the favourable moment should be seized to appoiot agents at Gondar and 
Adowah, with the English flag. 

Some good results might then be hoped for, but slowly. Much will depend upon the 
encouragement the Consul receives from his own Government, and whether he is thwarted 
or supported by the Pasha, who will, however, be very loath, in these slave districts, to 
place the Consul on a proper footing with the inhabitants. 

The Abyssinian merchants have hitherto been prohibited from from crossing the sea, 
the Christians at least, for obvious reasons: this should not he permitted ; on the contrary 
the more enlightened should be encouraged to visit foreign countries, and receive the protec¬ 
tion of a British passport. 
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With regard to the third idea, it is certain that sooner or later it will be through the 
port of Massowah that Europe and Abyssinia will more closely communicate, at least in 
the Red Sea; but as Her Majesty’s Government have negatived all propositiona respecting 
it at present, l shall only state a few of the advantages of its position. 

Of positive disadvantages I know but two; the heat of the climate during four or five 

* ‘—'•. As for this latter, however, partial remedies 
.und, it is not improbable that European skill might soon discover 


months of the year, and prevalence of tcenia. 
more or less successful aboi *. * 

an efficacious specific. 

It has two excellent harbours fit for large ships, and bays for Arab craft; they are 
sheltered from all winds, and the approach is safe, with no intricacies requiring a pilot 

There is a second island well adapted for a cemetery. 

Large tanks may be formed on the Island of Massowah; and on the mainland, at two 
or three miles distant, water may be found anywhere at eighteen feet below the surface. 

The place though hot is healthy, and perhaps the only locality in the Red Sea 

that is so. . 

Excellent roads may easily be made. 

The neighbouring tribes are docile, and labour will be furnished without the evils of 
slavery or the insolence of imported labourers. 

At forty miles from the coast rise the hills now occupied by the Shihos, with table¬ 
land at a level of 2,000 feet and upwards, a cold and invigorating climate ; or a 
still better sanatorium might be found at Mensa, already described, and to which the 
carriage road from Massowah would conduct with little trouble. 

The soil on the mainland produces maize in the rainy season ; and extensive planta¬ 
tions of cotton might be made, the cotton being very fine. Sixty miles in the interior, in 
districts that now only feed cattle and shelter wild beasts, many kinds of grain would 
thrive, and even possibly coffee and spices; these have the benefit of a double rainy season, 
•that of Abyssinia and that of the coast. 

In the country of the Taltals, at the distance of eighty miles, are plains of salt and 
sulphur, and probably other mineral wealth; the road is easy, and the natives, who now 
never trade, would soon find their way to Massowah with these riches, that the Abyssinians 
carry away for the trouble of picking them up. Saltpetre, alum, gum, senna, and aloes 
are found also in this neighbourhood; hides may be procured in considerable quantity. 
Timber of moderate size is found between the Christian country and the sea. 

There is a pearl fishery in the Dahilac Archipelago, which though almost abandoned, 
produces pearls to the value, I am told by the smugglers, of six or seven thousand pounds 
per annum. 

For building purposes, marble and stone, gypsum and excellent chunam, may be had 
in large quantities. 

With these resources in its neighbourhood, and the richest countries in Africa at its 
back, Massowah would soon outstrip Jiddah and every other town in the Red Sea, in 
wealth and consequence, under the impulse of good government, capital, and enterprise. 

Relations with Abyssinia would be friendly from mutual interest, as from similarity of 
religious faith many tribes on the coast would return to that faith, which they have yet 
scarcely abandoned. 

The extent to which the commerce of Abyssinia could be developed, and the amount 
of our manufactures that might be consumed, though necessarily limited by the impossi¬ 
bility of water-carriage in the interior, would probably be considerable. 

The value of Massowah in a political point of view is properly for the consideration of 
Her Majesty’s Government alone; but when any great change occurs in Egypt, it will 
become an important post. 

We should have for neighbours, not Arabs or Kaffirs, looking on us as their natural 
enemies, but a people, many of whom already wish for our rule, and all of whom would 
soon readily listen to our suggestions, enter into our proposals, adopt our inventions, and 
leave their useless and incessant combats for more profitable pursuits, when convinced 
of the reality of such things, at present dimly believed, by near and almost daily inter¬ 
course. 

The Abyssinians would then co-operate with us in checking the Slave Trade in every 
part of their territories. 

The Kingdom of Shoa is now entirely separated from Northern Abyssinia; it is a 
wealthy realm, still more favourably situated for collecting the rich trade from the Gallas, 
and possessing the advantage of a single despotic monarch. The inhabitants are also 
Christians, though not nearly so favourably disposed towards Europeans as those of Tigrtf, 
&c. On the other hand, many and fierce tribes separate it from the Indian Ocean, where 
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otherwise the 6ne harbour of Zeyla would be the natural outlet for the trade of this part of 
Africa. 

An English Settlement at Zevla, and a Treaty with the King of Sboa, to be efficacious, 
must involve the understanding that one or the other nation shall subdue, by force of 
arms, all the intervening tribes. The extreme jealousy of that monarch would render it 
very difficult to come to any agreement at all on such a matter; and I am not competent 
to give an opinion as to the difficulties or facilities of opening a road to such a distance, by 
force or negotiation, through the Adaiel and the Galla. 

^ The trade from Gondar would soon turn off to Zeyla, if in good hands as the province 
of Edjo. belonging to the Has of Begemder, borders on the north-western frontier of the 
Adaiel. After the details furnished by Major Harris, it would be presumptuous in me to 
offer any further remarks on this point. 

It is for Her Majesty’s Government to decide when and where they may determine on a 
serious effort to open a communication with Abyssinia. 1 can only state my opinion that, 
without an English Settlement, either at Zeyla or Massowah, all such efforts will, if they 
succeed at all, succeed but very slowly; and in the meantime Abyssinia may disappear 
from the list of nations. 

(8igned) WALTER PLOWDEN. 

Massowah, July 0, 1854. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 395. 

Rough Sketch of the Northern Frontier of Abyssinia. 


No. 390. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received November 2.) 

(No. 31.) 

My Lord. Massowah, August 28, 1854. 

1 HAVE the honour to inform you that the troops of Dejaj Kasai are already in 
movement towards the territory of Dejaj Oobeay. The latter has announced bis inten¬ 
tion of giving battle. 

As a few weeks must elapse before the competitors meet, I am about to visit Dejaj 
Oobeay, who, although the rival of the deposed Ras Ali, has always treated me with 
respect and courtesy. It is important also that I should know the intentions and 
prospects of the belligerents. 

The Sliiho tribes, who occupy or terrify the coast between Massowah and Abyssinia, 
encouraged by the utter imbecility of the present Pasha, the disturbances in Abyssinia, 
and the absence of the Nail), to whom alone they paid some respect, have now declared 
their complete independence, and commit daily acts of violence in the immediate neigh¬ 
bourhood of Massowah, nor are there wanting bands of robbers of other tribes, who, 
unrepressed by even a shadow of authority, render a residence anywhere out of the 
inland insecure, and a journey into the interior somewhat more than difficult. 

At the same time that 1 am thus left to my own resources, and have no protection 
from any authority even in my own house at three miles distant from Massowah, the 
Pasha suddenly discovers that it is highly improper for me to import lead for my own 
use, or gravely informs me that I cannot be permitted to cut wood of a certain thickness, 
or build an oven on land belonging to His Highness the Sultan. Setting aside the 
distracted state of Abyssinia itself, I wish to point out the double difficulties of my 
position here. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 397. 

Lord Wodehouse to the Quartermaster-General. 

Foreign Office , November 6, 1854. 

LORI) WODEHOUSE presents his compliments to Quartermaster-General Freetb, 
and by direction of the Earl of Clarendon requests that he would have the goodness to 
cause a lithographic copy of the accompanying map of Abyssinia to be made at his 
office for the use of Her Majesty’s Government when it can conveniently be done. 
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No. 398. 

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Plowden. 


Foreign Office, November 9, 1854. 

WTTH reference to your despatches Nos. 17 and 18 of the 2nd and 3rd of June 
last, respecting the proceedings of the Bey of Taka, I transmit to you herewith, for 
your information, copies of a despatch and its inclosures from Her Majesty’s Agent and 
Consul-General at Cairo, dated the 30th of July,* from which you will see, that in conse¬ 
quence of Mr. Bruce’s representations, Said Pasha had sent off an express to Upper 
Egypt, with detailed instructions to the Governor-in-chief of the Soudan, embracing all 
the points necessary for the restitution of the Christian captives and for the settlement 

of the frontier. _ . 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) CLARENDON. 


Minute. 

This selection of drafts and despatches will remind Lord Clarendon what has been 
done and how the matter stands in regard to the Bey of Taka and his treatment of the 

Christians _ , ^ - 

Taka is an Egyptian military post, and the Governor is appointed by the Pasha of 

Efrvnt. who has, no doubt, real power over him, if he chooses to exercise it. 

November 4, 1854. T. 8TAVELEY. 


No. 399. 

The Quartermaster-General to Mr. Staveley.—(Received December 8.) 

My dear Staveley, Horse Guards , December 7, 1854. 

I SEND herewith fifty copies of the Abyssinian map, arranged as well as the materials 
would admit, for the ground in the original is not to be clearly understood, but the ridges 
of mountains are made to agree as near as possible with the best documents we have. 

Yours, &c. 

(Signed) J. FREETH. 


No. 400. 

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Bruce. 

(No. 59.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, December 8, 1854. 

WITH reference to your despatch No. 32 of the 30th of June, I transmit for your 
information copy of a despatch from Her Majesty’s Minister at Florence,! forwarding a 
report from Mr. Lyons of the explanations which had been made to him by Cardinal 
Antonelli, relative to the differences between the Aboona Salama and the Roman Catholic 
missionaries in Abyssinia; and I have to instruct you to communicate the substance of 
Mr. Lyons' Report to the Metropolitan, and to inquire from him how matters now stand 
between the Catholic Priests and the Aboona Salama. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) CLARENDON. 


No. 401. 

Mr. Bruce to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received December 27.) 

(No. 46.) 

My Lora, Cairo, November 24, 1854. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch No. 54 
of the 20th ultimo, inclosing copies of three despatches from Mr. Plowden respecting 
the conduct observed to him by the Governor of Massowah. 

• No. 365*. *No. 886. 
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With reference to the instructions contained in your Lordship's despatch, I ought to 
state that the Governor of Massowah is not appointed by, nor is he under the jurisdiction 
of, the Viceroy of Egypt. He is named by the Gorerninent of the Sublime Porte, and 
is, I believe, to some extent, under the jurisdiction of the Governor of the Hedjaz. 

Mr. Barroni, who was lately here, confirmed in every particular the account given 
by Mr. Plowden of the proceedings of the Governor of Massowah. The Slave Trade is 
carried on under his auspices, and he treats with undisguised contempt the Firmans against 
it issued by the Porte, which is totally unable to enforce their observance. 

Mr Barroni, when I asked him how these evils could be remedied, seemed to think 
that an occasional visit of a ship of war would be of use. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) FREDERICK W. A. BRUCE. 






No. 402. 


The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Stratford de Redcliffe. 

(No. 5 .) 

My Lord, Foreign Office, January 3, 1855. 

YOUR Excellency was instructed by my despatch No. 648 of the 26th of October 
last to represent to the Sublime Porte the conduct of the Governor of Maasowah to 
Mr. Consul Plowden, and to request either his dismissal, or that most peremptory orders 
should be sent him to treat the British Consul in a becoming manner, and to afford him 
redress for past injuries, but I have not yet received from your Excellency any report 
upon this matter. 

I have now, however, to transmit to your Excellency a copy of a despatch from 
Mr. Bruce,* respecting the proceedings of the Governor of Massowah, and to instruct 
your Excellency to urge the Turkish Government to punish that officer, if they have not 
already done so, in consequence of your execution of my former instructions. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) CLARENDON. 


Minutes. 

Might it not be as well, before writing to the Admiralty, to Bend • ship of war to 
Massowah, to hear what the Porte says about the Governor ? 

E. HAMMOND. 


If the Admiralty can conveniently Bend a ship, it will be of more use than anything 
the Porte can say. 

C. 


Lord Clarendon may possibly not have remembered that Mr. Plowden has asked 
for and obtained leave of absence to come to England, and proposed to leave his post 
in the present month or in February. 

V ould it not be well to defer writing to the Admiralty to send a ship of war to 
Massowah until Mr. Plowden arrives, as in his absence the presence of & ship of war 
might not have the desired effect, and Mr. Plowden may be able to suggest the best 
means of making a proper impression upon the Turkish Governor ? 

January 4, 1855. T. STAVELEY. 

I concur. 

January 5, 1855. C. 


No. 403. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received January 16, 1855.) 

(No. 32.) 

My Lord. Adowah, September 25, 1854. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that I have visited Dejajmatch Oobeay, who is 
now preparing all his resources for a final struggle with Dejajmatch Kasai. 

The latter Chief is in possession of all the country to the west and south of the 
River Takazze, and a pitched battle will decide early in November between the rivals for 
supremacy. 

The contest is important. Should Kasai be the victor, from his vigorous character, 
and the bent he has he has taken towards reform and discipline, I shall then hope that 
something may be effected for Abyssinia, even in its internal administration by the destruc¬ 
tion of the feudal system, the introduction of paid Governors and Judges, the organiza¬ 
tion of the army, and the disarming of the people; if, on the contrary, Oobeay win the 
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day, hi* pride, that will not permit him to listen to the counsel of Europeans, will be an 
effectual harrier to improvement. 

I have. See. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 404. 

Consul Plouden to the Earl of Clarendon.—{Received January 16, 1855.) 


^y lTrl, September 30, 1854. 

I HAVE the honour to state that I have been at my post in Abyssinia, and in the 
execution of my duties, during the whole of the quarter ending this day. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 405. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received January 16, 1855.) 

My* Lord, Massowah, November 3, 1854. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 18 of the 3rd June, 1854, I have the honour 
to inform you that I learn by private information from the Province of Senhait, that 203 
prisoners have been restored to their homes by the orders of the late Abbas Pasha, owing 
to the energetic representations of Her Majesty’s Consul-General in Egypt. 

If any official communications have been addressed to me on this subject, 1 have not 
received them, as no vessel from Aden has visited this port for eight months past. 

As I imagine that Her Majesty’s Consul-General has received your Lordship’s 
instructions relative to this affair, I shall address myself to him for its conclusion, some 
prisoners being yet missing. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


Minute. 

To Mr. Bruce, for such steps as he thinks expedient. 


No. 406. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received February 12, 1855.) 

My Lord Massowah, November 3, 1854. 

J I HAVE had the honour to inform you that Mahommed Khosroof, Bey ot Taka, 
attempted on several occasions to intercept my letters. 

1 have now received a letter from M. Kossika, Greek merchant resident at Kessala, 
wherein he states that an express messenger sent by me to Khartoum, who left Kessala on 
the 6th or 6th of June, had not returned up to the 10th of August, and accords his 
opinion that his disappearance is owing to the manoeuvres of Khosroof Bey. 

The distance by dromedary between Kessala and Khartoum is eight days. 

The despatches sent by the messenger in question were dated the 2nd and 3rd June, 
1854 ; it will be easy to ascertain if the originals of these arrived at the Foreign Office or 
only the duplicates that 1 sent from Massowah. 

M. Kossika is now probably in Egypt, and can also be examined by Her Majesty s 
Consul-General on this subject, and I trust that the Bey of Taka will be punished. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 
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No. 407. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received February 12, 1855.) 

(No. 36.) 

My Lord, Massowah , November 6, 1854. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that Dejajmatch Kasai has written to me a 
letter full of expressions of esteem for me and respect for the English nation, and stating 
that he has by proclamation forbidden, under severe penalties, the exportation of slaves. 

The struggle between him and Dejajmatch Oobeay will be decided in a few weeks, 
and if, as I hope, Kasai become master of Abyssinia, further reforms may he expected 
from the ouly man in the country who has ever shown originality of thought or desire for 
improvement. 

It remains for Her Majesty’s Government to consider whether it will assist him in 
his views should he succeed in the present contest, and in establishing on a firm basis the 
Government that he will have created by a series of hazardous battles. 

I shall recall this subject to your Lordship’s notice when I hear decisivo news, or 
perhaps after I shall have seen Kasai in person. 

I have, &tc. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 408. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon , No. 37, 1854. 


No. 409. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clmrcndon.—{Received February 13, 1855.) 

(No. 38.) 

My Lord, Massowah , November 28, 1854. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that Dejajmatch Kasai is to be styled King of 
Abyssinia, by the ancient title of “ Aht&5e" or “Hatze,” in the Tigr 4 language. 

A peace with Dejajmatch Oobeay is on the tapis, on the conditions that he acknow¬ 
ledge Kasai as his liege lord and pay him yearly tribute—a fruitful source of future 
contention; Oobeay to receive the title of Ras. 

The Ras Ali is finally taken prisoner and placed in durance by Dejajmatch Kasai; 
an expedition is also planned by the latter to reduce the ruler of Shoa to his ancient 
condition of vassal to the Court of Gondar—there can be little doubt of its success if 
attempted. 

Kasai has forbidden the exportation of slaves under the severest penalties, and 
proposes to exclude Mahometans from high dignities or emoluments. 

He is disposed, I think, to listen to advice, and I hope to be able to visit him when 
the terms of the accord with Oobeay shall be well defined; nor am I without hope that 
my counsels, supported as they will be by the Aboona Salama, now all-powerful, may 
produce some good effect in urging reforms in the interior. As to the affairs of the coast, 
I have already freely expressed my opinion that they can only be considered by Her 
Majesty’s Government. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 410. 

^ ^ Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received February 13.) 

^ ^ or ^' Massowah, November 28, 1854. 

1 HAVE the honour to inclose copy of a protest addressed to the Pasha of Massowah 
and signed also by the French Vice-Consul here. 

It was addressed to the Pasha as a matter of form, it being certain that no attention 
would be paid by him to any such representation, and our letter has consequently not 
even been acknowledged. 

The Naib has, with about 150 Turkish soldiers, ravaged and burnt several villages, 
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and a church of HamaAayn, a province not onfy.Christian but more indisputably the 
property of the ruler of TigrE than Wallachia can be of the Porte, inasmuch as his title 
reaches as far back as history extends its records. 

It will be urged that a petty chief of Hamasayn had lately ravaged some herds, the 
property of the Shihos, and that the Naib has therefore cause of war: but I submit that, 
firstly, application should have been made to the superior of that chief, Dejaj Oobe&y; 
secondly, if this were impossible, or redress refused, the Pasha should have taken the orders 
of his Government, it being no case of defence but of reprisal; and thirdly, in courtesy, 
some communication should have been made to me as representing Her Majesty’s 
Government in Abyssinia. 

It is very inconvenient that the Governor of Massowah should have the power of 
provoking war at his pleasure; it is absurd that he should meditate, unauthorized, the 
conquest of distant Christian provinces, while unable to govern liis own; and it is shameful 
that inroads should be authorized by him, more barbarous than the expeditions of those 
whom he calls barbarians—burning and enslaving. 

It is true that this particular case might safely be left to the care of the Abyssinian 
chiefs as far as reprisals are concerned, and much misery and bloodshed may ensue from 
this folly of the Pasha. 

I ha re,already impressed upon your Lordship the advisability of obtaining from the 
Sublime Porte a recognition of the independence of the Abyssinian Kingdom ; the fixing 
of the limits of that kingdom will then be equally necessary to prevent such useless 
quarrels as those now occurring, and which I narrate as an additional reason for serious 
interference. 

Goods from Muscat, the firm ally of England, still pay 12 per cent, duty when 
brought by British subjects to a Turkish port, but with a shadow more of reason than in 
this case of Abyssinia, to which no substantial claim can be laid, even of ancient 
vassalage. 

It is my duty to furnish your Lordship with these particulars at once, as it was my 
duty to place a protest iu the hands of the Pasha, lest I should hereafter be taxed with 
my silence. 

I would not, however, advise your Lordship to act immediately in this matter, though 
it should not be lost sight of, as it stands with our honour to uphold the only Christian 
State of Asia or Africa that has preserved its independence unaided through fifteen 
centuries. I should wish first to furnish further information on the consequences of this 
inroad. 

The advantage of some delay is, that the Abyssinian chiefs, so persuaded of their 
security and superiority, may feci sufficient alarm to appreciate their obligation to us 
when we do interfere ; moreover, as Dejaj Kasai is becoming daily more powerful, I should 
wish to have bis opiuion on this and collateral matters previous to a final reference. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


Minute. 

Has Mr. Plowden evor said in what way it would be practicable for Her Majesty’s 
Government to interfere ? If not, ask him. 

C. 


Mr. Plowden has suggested, among other things relating to Abyssinia, in an 
interesting Report received a short time ago (which has not been returned to the office by 
Lord Clarendon), the means by which, iu his opinion, Her Majesty’s Government might 
interfere to rescue that country from the effects of these inroads and ravages on the part 
of the Governor of Massowah; but, so far as I recollect, Mr. Plowden does not seem to 
expect that the present moment would be considered a favourable one for carrying his 
views into effect. 

February 15, 1855. T. STAVELEY. 


Lord Wodehouse has read Mr. Plowden’s Report above referred to, and has 
undertaken to speak to Lord Clarendon on the subject of it. 


T. STAVELEY. 


235 

Inclosure in No. 410. 

Consul Plowden and the French Vice-Consul to the Pasha of Massowah. 


Excellence, Massowah^ le 10 D&embre, 1854. 

EN vons prEsentant nos salutations, nous devons vous faire connaltre que nous avons 
appris 1’cntrEe en campagne du Naib Mohammed, ct que d’aprds vos ordres il s’est dirigE 
vers le pays d’Hamasayn, k la tete des troupes irreguliEres. 

Votre Excellence doit savoir qu’une parcille expedition, qui peut entrainer une 
guerre avec l’Abyssinie, doit nous prEoccuper vivement, surtout actuellement ou 1‘alliance 
intime qui unit l’Angleterre, la France, et la Turquie, fait que nos Gouvemements ont 
egalement et mutuellement k sinteresser k toute Eventuality nouvelle de paix ou de 
guerre. 

Comme votre Excellence a cru devoir agir seule et sans nous prEvenir, nous nous 
trouvons dans la necessity de rejeter sur elle toute la responsabilitE d’un acte ausai gTave, 
si cet acte et&it dEsapprouvE a Constantinople. 

Tout en dEplorant votre conduits. Excellence, notre devoir nous oblige de protester 
fortement contre (’invasion, quelqu’en soit la prEtexte, des provinces de Hamauayn, Mcnsa, 
Senhait, Bejook, Mugara ou Mogos, ou Billayn, et enfin de toutes celles de l’Abvssinie, 
avant que nous ayons re^u des reponses de nos Gouvernements respectifs, et de vous 
notifier qu’aucun de vos soldats, ni de ceux du Naib, ne doit paraitre dans ces contrEes 
sans un ordre formel de la Sublime Porte. 

Votre Excellence ne peut ignorer que lors meme qu’elle aurait de justes motifs de 
pl&intes contre les habitants de ces provinces, elle n'a pas le droit d’user de reprEsailles 
sans un ordre special de son Gouvernement. 

(SignE) WALTER PLOWDEN, L. C. DE LAYE, 

Her Britannic Majesty's Consul in Vice-Consul of France at 

Abyssinia. Massowah. 


No. 411. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received February 13, 1855.) 

(No. 40.) 

My Lord, Massowah , November 29, 1854. 

WITH reference to ray despatch No. 20 of the 29th June, 1854, I have the honour 
to inform you that the Aboona Salama lias imprisoned those Abyssinians in Gondar who 
have adopted the Roman Catholic faith. M. de Jacobis was ordered by Dejajmatch Kasai 
to leave the country, and refused to obey ; he is now under surveillance in Gondar, and 
has escaped chains and imprisonment through my earnest intercession with the Aboona. 

The Church of Rome will hardly complain of this exercise of an undoubted right, and 
of such an one aa it can well appreciate. 

While undoubtedly those missionaries who strive to establish the Papal supremacy 
here are justified in suffering to that end, it is equally clear that there is no cause for the 
interference of the secular arm ; the legitimate defence of Treaties and Agreements being 
open to their protectors, if they can persuade the Abyssinian Chiefs to sign them. 

The Catholic mission is not here to teach the religion of Christ in lands where his 
name is unknown, but to continue the ancient struggle for precedence betwixt the Chairs 
of St. Peter and St. Mark—an object of human pride and ambition; and certainly, on this 
point, the ruler of the land has an obvious right to express his opinion, and to promul¬ 
gate regulations, in concert with the acknowledged Head of his Church. 

I take the liberty of making these remarks to anticipate false representations, and in 
ordeT that any excitement that may be caused by a cry of persecution shall be justly 
valued by your Lordship. 

I have a copy of a letter from M. Jacobis to Dejajmatch Kasai, in reply to the 
proposition of the latter that the Roman Catholic Bishop should retire from a* position 
which rendered him a torch of discord, and offering him funds for his journey and a 
compensation in money for his house in Gondar. 

As far as I can understand a somewhat obscure style, M. Jacobis states that he 
intends to remain, on higher authority, viz., the Divine, than that of Dejajmatch Kasai; 
a reply that may be apostolical but scarcely legal. 

I have. Sic. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 
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No. 412. 

Consul Plow den to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received February 13, 1855.) 

(No. 41.) 

My Lord, Massowah, November 29, 1854. 

THE law apparently not permitting, in any case, at least as it is interpreted at 
Massowah, that Christians should witness against a Mussulman, a serious inconvenience 
may arise. European residents here have none but Christian servants in their establish¬ 
ments ; a Mussulman is therefore at liberty to enter and do what he pleases, as convic¬ 
tion is impossible. Nor is this an imaginary case, as I have been more than once troubled 
by this regulation, if it exists. 

Nor is your Lordship to suppose that any exception is made in courtesy or otherwise 
in regard to Consular officers here; on the contrary, we are continually referred to the 
Cadi, the Mufti, and the Koran. 

Having pointed out this, I wish to remark, in case of any law being passed in Turkey 
that shall admit Christians of all denominations and nations to witness in a Mahometan 
Court of Justice, which I hear is probable, that unless the Abyssinian Christians be 
specially named, no phrase, however comprehensive, will induce the rulers of Massowah to 
admit his claim to that distinction. 

I have, Sic. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


Minute. 


To Lord Stratford. 
February 16, 1855. 


No. 413. 

Mr. Hammond to Consul Plowden. 

<n°- *•> 

Sir, Foreign Office, February 16, 1855. 

WITH reference to the contents of your despatch No. 25 of the 3rd of last Novem¬ 
ber, I am directed by the Earl of Clarendon to inform you that his Lordship has instructed 
Mr. Bruce to endeavour to find out Mr. Kossika; and if he should be of opinion, 
from wliat Mr. Kossika may tell him, that the charge against the Bey of Taka, of 
endeavouring to intercept your despatches, is well founded, to represent the matter to the 
Egyptian Government, and to require that the Bey should be punished. 

I am at the same time to state to you that the originals of your despatches Nos. 17 
and 18 of the 2nd and 3rd of June last were duly received in this office. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


No. 414. 

Mr. Hammond to Consul Plowden. 

(No. 3.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, February 16, 1855. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Clarendon to acknowledge the receipt of your 
despatch of the 6th of last November, and to instruct you to express to Dejajmatch 
Kasai the satisfaction with which Her Majesty’s Government have learnt the contents of 
the letter which lie has written you, and more especially the steps which he has taken to 
prevent the exportation of slaves. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 
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No. 415. 

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Bruce. 


Si r / Foreign Office , February 16, 1855. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith, & copy of & despatch from Her Majesty’s Consul at 
Massowah,* relative to some Abyssinian prisoners who had been restored to their homes 
by orders of the late Abbas Pasha; and I have to instruct you to take such steps as you 
may think most expedient for procuring the release of the remaining prisoners referred to 
by Consul Plowden. 

I am, Sic. 

(Signed) CLARENDON. 


No. 416. 

Lord Stratford de Redcliffe to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received March 28.) 

(No. 182.) m 

My Lord, Constantinople , March 12, 18.>5. 

1 AVAIL myself of the present opportunity to forward to your Lordship herewith, 
in copy, an official note which I have addressed to Aali Pasha on the subject of 
Mr. Plowden’s grievances, and the intolerable proceedings to which his correspondence 
bears witness on the part of the Turkish functionary intrusted with the Government of 

Massowah. . . 

I have not shrunk from denouncing the system in the spirit of which it is evident 
that the Pasha of that island feels himself encouraged to act. Another Vizirial Order, 
directing him to show a proper degree of respect to Her Majesty's Consul, or the mere 
substitution of one local functionary for another, will never produce more than a brief 
mitigation of the evils complained of. 

It was absolutely necessary, with a view to radical amendment, that the Porte should 
perceive the determination of Her Majesty’s Government to discountenance that scheme 
of unprincipled and unwarrantable pretension as to Abyssinia of which so many indica¬ 
tions have been given by its authorities in the Red Sea. 

The extracts from Mr. Plowden’s correspondence, which I have annexed to my 
official note, present in vivid colours the grievances for which he seeks redress, and the 
anti-social consequences of the Porte’s Abyssinian policy. I have also annexed to the 
note a joint protest addressed to the Pasha of Massowah by the French Vice-Consul 
acting on the occasion in perfect concert with Mr. Plowden. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) STRATFORD DE REDCLIFFE. 


Inclosure in No. 416. 

Lord Stratford de Redcliffe to Aali Pasha. 

Pera, March 9, 1855. 

THE British Embassy has had, not unfrequently, occasion to bring under considera¬ 
tion the irregular and offensive proceedings of the Pashas of Jeddah and Massowah 
towards Her Majesty’s Consuls residing respectively in those places. Vizirial letters 
have been transmitted, in consequence, through the Embassy, reminding both function¬ 
aries of their duty, and laying strict injunctions upon them never, in levying the Custom¬ 
house dues on merchandise, to exact from British subjects more than the amount stipu¬ 
lated by Treaty. 

While it appears that at Jeddah the orders of the Porte were attended with some 
remedial effects, no such improvement has taken place at Massowah, and the Undersigned 
continues to receive complaints from Her Majesty’s Consul in that island. It is evident 
from Mr. Plowden’s Reports, that not only is the Governor insensible to the obligations 
of Treaty and the sympathies of a common cause, but that his conduct betrays the 
working of a system adverse to the interests of commerce, however legitimate, and pointed 
against the development of European intercourse with the neighbouring continent. 

The Undersigned, relying upon the Porte’s habitual liberality in matters of trade, 
and more especially of late on those relations of cordial intimacy which unite the two 


• No. 405. 
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Empires, indulged * sanguine hope that the grievance would yield to verbal representa¬ 
tions, and that he should be spared the pain o? investing his remonstrances with a formal 
and peremptory character. Required by the express cofnmands of his Government to 
insist on obtaining redress without further delay or hesitation, he now demands for Her 
Majesty's Consul at Masson ah the respect due to his official position, and the removal, 
once and for ever, of all restraints on the full exercise of his public functions, and on the 
fair requirements of his personal convenience. 

The difficulties which Mr. Plowden hag hitherto experienced are alike incompatible 
with an effective performance of his duties, and with the dignity and just expectations 
of the British Government. Residing in Massowah for the purpose of communicating, as 
occasions offer, with Abyssinia and the circumjacent countries, he is entitled to the 
enjoyment of all privileges secured by the Capitulations and Commercial Treaties to 
British subjects. He looks also with confidence to the Representatives of the Sultan for 
those marks of consideration to which the authority of his Sovereign gives him an indii* 
putable right. 

How the Pasha of Massowab, instead of recognizing these claims, or even protecting 
the British Consul from wrong, displays his contempt by withholding from him the 
means of self-defence, and persecuting such native workmen as dare to enter bis employ¬ 
ment for the most innocent and necessary operations. He cannot even repair his house, 
improve his garden, or render his wells fit for use without entreating the Pasha’s permis¬ 
sion. His frequent appeals for redress have proved ineffectual, except in one or two 
cases, where tardy and imperfect orders, reluctantly executed, have been received from 
Jeddah. 

The Pasha’s notorious incapacity might excuse him in some degree if his undisguised 
fanatical malevolence and recklessness of all responsibility did not at the same time 
proclaim the real causes of his misconduct. He raises hatred against the Sultan’s 
Government l>y the bigoted and sanguinary violence of his language when speaking of 
Christians and others who do not profess the Mahometan creed. He betrays the weak¬ 
ness of his Sovereign’s authority by armed expeditions which, tracked in blood, terminate 
in failure ; and by ill-timed pretensions, which have neither right to warrant nor force to 
sustain them. 

The Undersigned is unwilling to suppose that the Porte can so far overlook what is 
due both to herself and to her allies as to persist in keeping such a man in her employ¬ 
ment. But the dismissal of a culpable agent, however opportune and even necessary, 
will be of no real advantage, unless the remedy be applied in a right spirit. The system 
itself requires to be chauged. A greater responsibility must be made to press upon the 
new- Governor. Jealousy of foreign intercourse with Abyssinia must cease to be the 
mainspring of his policy. He ought to be supplied with a regular force sufficient to 
maintain his authority m the island. He should not be encouraged to throw brands of 
discord, productive of slaughter and confusion, among the inhabitants of the neighbouring 
continent. He must not be supported by the clandestine favour of powerful individuals 
opposed to the tenour of official documents. The example of his predecessor’s dismissal 
must not be reversed to his conception by a misplaced promotion of the culprit. 

As matters now stand, the Porte, by leaving her Agents in a remote island to the 
free indulgence of their caprices, lays herself open to suspicions which she would, no 
doubt, repel with indignation. It cannot enter into her views to claim dominion in a 
country which she has never occupied, to grasp at extension of territory when the admi¬ 
nistration of what she holds without dispute requires her undistractcd solicitude, to 
menace the independence of other countries when her own is an object of arduous conflict, 
or to obstruct those channels of commercial intercourse on which so high a price is laid by 
the most devoted of her allies. 

Extracts of Mr. Plowden’s correspondence are annexed to this note. They will 
satisfy the enlightened Ministers of the Porte that Her Majesty’s Government have 
abundant reason to complain, and that the Undersigned, in carryingout their instructions, 
is entitled to expect that kind of prompt and complete redress which can alone constitute 
a guaranty for the future. Important rights are sacrificed and legitimate interests are 
compromised by the present state of things at Massowab. The British Government 
have endeavoured to obtain its correction without departing from that moderation which 
characterizes their intercourse with foreign States, anil more particularly with the 
Ottoman Empire. Far from weakening their title to redress by such forbearance they 
insist with more confidence on the Porte’s renunciation of an unjust and offensive policy 
in proportion as lapse of time and accumulation of wrong render the grievances com¬ 
plained of less tolerable and their consequences more apparent, The Porte has too 
much wisdom not to perceive the imprudence of placing its allies in contradiction with 
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themselves. Lf England, for one, withholds no sacrifice required by the present contest 
on behalf of Turkey, but freely exposes all her national resources to the hazards of war, 
she cannot be expected to look for ever with indifference on groundless pretensions 
seconded by unjustifiable proceedings, no less injurious to the dignity and rights of a 
friendly Government than opposed to the interests of commerce, the sentiments of 
humanity, and the principle of religious toleration. 

The Undersigned, &c. (Signed) STRATFORD DE REDCL1FFE. 


No. 417. 

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Stratford de Reddifft. • 

(No. 249.) 

My Lord, Foreign Office , March 29, 1855. 

I HAVE to state to your Excellency that Her Majestys Government entirely 
approve of the note which you addressed to Aali Pasha, and a copy of which is inclosed 
in your despatch No. 182 of the 12th instant, calling the attention of the Porte to the 
misconduct of the Government of Massowab, as reported by Mr. Consul Plowden. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) CLARENDON. 


No. 418. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received April 2.) 

(No. 1.) 

My Lord, Massowah, January 9, 1855. 

I HAVE the honour to state that I have been at my po9t in Abyssinia, and in the 
execution of my duties, during the whole of the quarter ended the 31st December, 1854. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 419. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—[Received April 2.) 

(No. 2.) 

My Lord, Massowah , January 9, 1855. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that the number of my despatches during the 
year 1854 was forty-one. 

I have, &c. 

(8igned) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 420. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon , January 9, 1855. 


Inclosure in No. 420. 

STATEMENT of the gross amount of all Fees received at the British Consulate in 
Abyssinia during the year 1854, according to the tables of fees, established by the 
Act of the 0, George IV, cap. 87 :— 

Fees received under Table A .. .. .. Nil. 

Fee* received under Table B .. .. .. .. m 

I hereby certify that the above is a true and correct statement of the total amount 
of all fees received at this Consulate within the year 1854, and that exchange operations 
are at present unknown in Abyssinia. 

Massowah , January 9, 1855. 


(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 









Consul Plowden lo the Earl 


of Clarendon,—(Received April 2.) 

7t re T 10 w 39 * ■•"-A&lRKliS 

'Ir^irEL t °, hand in 8 **ond protest to the Pasha, aTinu 

£££ the Ab/^ian^eS. ^ ^ Pr ° TinCe ^ “ “ nd ° Db 

Of fJJm™ 5 et . r f oeir ® d “7 reply from the Pasha, and I know that he is incam, 
of small importance!” 011 ' ^ rep ' 7 froln h ‘ m ° r his ™P erior8 on * n isol “ ted <**< 
the '? de P«“ denc e of Abyssinia is distinctly recognized, and its boundaries 

b7 ‘ bc P —, .. 

I hare, kc. 

(8igned) WALTER PLOWDEN 


Minute. 


Ap§TlsL* h0M ‘“ ye th0Ught th8t 8hipS WCnt ‘° Aden with tolerable regularity. 

Cm 


No. 422. 

(No 4 ) Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received April 2.) 

Novembers ^tfrTon thf 2 f W Iast despatch, and to my o 

wovembu- 3, 18o4, on the affairs of Senhait, I now beg to inclose some extracts from i 

tex!"-' *- •“**«. ■ «•**■*». 

■. !• pr “P°f ! to proceed thither to-morrow to make inquiries, to calm the genera 
agitatmn that prevails, and to send letters from thence to the Governor of Taka respect 
ing the prisoners still m detention, and requesting him to adopt measures for the sTfets 

assassination!™ br ° Ugb tb ° A ™ b tr ‘ bC9; tbe last stete3 that he with difficulty escaped 

I need scarcely say that my efforts to debar them from what has hitherto been 

^opullr^on^tt^et^s 0^" ^ « DOt ™ 

no lett fromTl SfiffSt iftSS 

instructions I must, act according to the best of my judgment, and rather with reference 
to the future than the present, that these provinces may not be wrested from Abyssinia 

of toTdllT V- may Her Majest r 8 Go —ent to cS!£biS 

signtfying'conversion'! 8eC “ nty “ hMt fr °“ MussuI “ an *™! conquest here 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 
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Inclosure in No. 422. 

(Translation.) *** ***** StellUl ^holtc Missionary , to Consul Plowden. 

(Extract.) 

«- 22 Ltt 5 wf rf era 

Kt r *"**** *** tbe * * 

^trrSf^ feSffiffiS 

„ tt. «*, *’&£tsss*A r £+ v! * u 

“ 0t Th en ph- C f Pt t0 •f°“ DltC thC tnbeS ° f 8enbait aDd M ° g08 in one town J but they will 
and the inhabiton^f'^^' 1, pray * ? ou come »»d establish a peace between him 

Barka and of Aliguddee were'onthm*™- ^/ r ' ends anJ many enemies The Ar h 

b “ O-ttofSH^ern^Z:^ 

° f - P — I- must either come yourself or appoint a 

~ T . a No- *23. 

eat> ^ rff Redt,ife to the " o/ 

I have, &C. 

- gnCd) STBATFORD DE REDCLIPEE. 

Inclosure in No. 423. 

My Lord, ^ ^ * ^cliffe. 

* “rs 5 S tf£ S 3 : 

with your L“ nenc'v'sl ^ D °” tbe ho ^ to“Trt.hat 2fip“h eviden “ * the 
prepare a copy 0 f the direc tious to the Voder “ compliance 

accompany the same I s h iiT aODed hrman, and also to draw S f£ ret . ary of State to 
the least possible delay. ** Care ‘ ul to havc the orders of his H.ghntsexecu^ith 

I have, &c. 

- - - --- (Signed) ET. PI8ANI. 

3 Q 
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No. 423.• 


I 



(\ 287 ) F ^ i€ ^'^ aren ^ on to ^ j0T ^ Stratford de Redcliffe. 

My Lord, Foreign Office, April 12, 1855 

1 HAVE to state to your Excellency that Her Majesty’s Government approve 
your having obtained from the Porte the firman referred to in your despatch No. 245 
the 29th ultimo, respecting the admission of Christian evidence in the Mahometan cou 
of criminal justice at Massowah. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) CLARENDON. 


The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Plowden. 

,No. 4.) 

®* r » Foreign Office , April 19, 1855. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Clarendon to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch 
No. 4 of the 9th of January, and to convey to you his Lordship’s approval of your 
intention to proceed to the Senhait country for the purposes stated in your despatch. 

I am, See. 

(Signed) CLARENDON. 


No. 420. 

Lord Stratford de Redcliffe to the Earl of Clarendon.—{Received April 25.) 

(No. 281.) 

My Lord, Constantinople , April 12, 1855. 

REFERRING to my last despatch on the subject of Massowah, I have the honour 
to inclose herewith, for your Lordship’s information, the instructions addressed to the 
newly-appointed Governor of that island, and communicated to me by Safvet Effendi. 

The purport of those instructions may perhaps be accepted as good to the extent of 
their bearing, but they are far from amounting to a frank disavowal of the pretensions 
attributed to the Porte with respect to Abyssinia; and I doubt whether more than an 


imperfect and temporary improvement will be the result of my representations. 

it is my intention, however, under the encouragement afforded me by your 
Lordship’s approval of my note, to urge afresh the injustice and impolicy of that course 
which the Porte lias hitherto pursued, and to require a more explicit compliance with the 
views entertained by Her Majesty’s Government. 

Should there be reason to apprehend that the Porte thinks only of temporizing, it 
will remain with your Lordship to consider by what more direct and effective means^the 
grievances, of which Mr. Plowden so justly complains in the interest of humanity 


commerce, and religion, can be definitively redressed. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) STRATFORD DE REDCLIFFE 


Iocloture in No. 423. 
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Minute. 

proplX;^^ “ to “ toe of tbe *> instructions, and approve cou™ he 

April 26, 1855. 

- C. 

Inclosure in No. 426. 

E.™./™, «. A-™..*.. „„„ 

(Translation.) Apnl 8 ’ ,855 * 

by him toward/ tw'/ubj/cU of'wend^Powl™ late Kaimakam is the contempt shown 
reported that he even publicly forb id th#> h . at Massowah. It is indeed 

labourers to work for E P “~s-t}d str^” *° fan, j 8h them witb b ™Und the 
lately he neglected to punish some neti«m» w^o’h'Tk®^®!? 1 -®' 1 ’ and lnsane acta - ‘bat 
towards the French Vice-Consul resMto" It \r ^ ’? “ re P reb ensible manner 

sentations made by the English and French t ( -, Maasowah < tbat be disregards the repre- 
towards them. ’ ° “ d French ConsuIs . »nd shows a want of consideration 

Imperial Government rad t^Ttw/lW M fr ? cndahi P existi >‘(? between the 

tion should be evinced towards their Consular office 1 ™" InTit^ ^ t . he . utm o 8 ‘'Consider*. 
p orte that they should receive every fac htr in d Vl U ! e desire ofthc 8ubIi “® 

accordance with Treaty, and that ser.mTv ? ,n rafters of business which may be in 

subjects under their jurisdiction Such « ^ f?‘ otectlon sh °uld be extended towards the 
stringent verbal mjunctbn given to your nrX^ ° f ^ ^‘ructions and 
neglected them, and foUowedldiLenreo^e /bXcH? F"* his * ,08t ’ b “‘ he 

those e^wwftvfri^rt'ese^pS^ffi" 7^ ‘ 0 , ^ the "~e of 
Consuls and subject of foreL Powem s/ouhl 7* C0 “ P '!! inta . ° n the P» rt »f the 
responsible, and he shall not ^nly b/ ecalled but nunl , he , 8ha11 bc b «W 

Let U. keep „ 3. S3 


ala-e. in a,e3h" 1 ° f B ° mC ° f the Chriflt “ n 

to change their religion, in the hone of selling lu 8 them . 1 Jl' vari f 0U8 wa Js to induce them 
on at the present time at MassowX 8 ^ * nd that the O™ Trade is carried 

-B?i5SV!^ *• a. wu. 

Massowah also to put . stop tothesc hine ‘“l™® 410 " 3 have bce " sent to 

particularly that attempts should be made tocomnil' s ^ u ! d cont ' nue he, and more 
faith. Such things are strictly forbfdden L/ceSd No “ "’“P tG chan « c < beir 
is to be used towards any one on account n f “ if„f , t^compulsion or importunity 
endeavours for preventing altogether the oecunSToK* ^ 


No. 427. 

(No. 340.) Tkf ^ ° f Clarmdon to Lord Stratford de Redclife. 

My Lord, 

1 HAVE received your despatch No. 281 of the 1 A , pril 27> l855 ‘ 

the instructions given by the Port* +1 1 ^P r, J inclosing a conv of 

I have to state & you/ G ° T ® rn0r ° f 
opinion as to the nature of those instruction, .nf 7 GoT «rament concur with you in 
to pursue regarding the system of government MX* 0 " ^ 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) CLARENDON. 








No. 428. | I 

Mr. Bruce to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received July 7.) 

M? „ , *, - „ D . Alexandria, June 7, 1855. 

i a letter from Mr. Barroni, at Massowah, containing late information of 

some interest respecting Abyssinia. 

Yours, &c. 

(Signed) FREDERICK W. A. BRUCE. 


Inclosure in No. 428. 

Mr. Barroni to Mr. Bruce. 

Monscigneur, Maeeowah, le 15 Avril, 1855. 

mempresae de vous faire conn&itre que l’Abyssinie se trouve conquiae par 

I homme dont j ai eu l’honneur de vousparler lorsque je me trouvais au Caire [Dejaj Kasail 

II s eat fait nommor Empereur et il s’appelle Theodore III. II demande dea instracteurs et 
aes mgemeurs Lurop<jens, et il veut faire de I'Abyssinie une nation civilize. II aime la 
nation Anglaise, et comme il est ami de Mr. Plowden, il a montrd le d&ir de la voir 
pour ,ui parler de ses projets. Mr. Plowden ensuite de cela partit 29 Mars pour 
1 Abyasmie, et je nai pas aucun doute que l’entrevue qu’il aura avec le nouveau h£ros 
Abyssin sera trea intfressante et tr^s utile pour I’Abyssinie et pour tous. Aussitdt que 

je saurai quelque chose de nouveau, je ne perdrai pas un instant pour vous en donner 
avis. 

x . ^ au f* en ^ ra ^* m Pacha. Gouverneur de Massowah, qui se pendu lui-m£me. comme 
Mr. Plowden vous en donna avis, a remplac4 par un certain Ibrahim Aga. et il parait 
que cot homme aie un peu plus d’experience et de connaissance du monde des autres. 

On a respect enfin, d’aprds les protestations du Consul Anglais, les provinces de 
Mensa, Senhait, Beggiuk, &c., mais pour arriver k cela il a fallu beaucoup lutter avec le 
Oouvernement local, et avec ceux qui sont sous ses ordres. 

Les environs de Massowah se trouvent toujours dans le meme 6tat de desordre 
A Massowah on continue k permettre 1'entrde des enfants vol& que l’on vendent 
comme enclaves, et il parait que le Gouverneur de Massowah ne connait ni la prohibition 
do 1 esc lavage :aite par PEmpereur de I’Abyssinie, ni non plus la prohibition faite par son 
Souveram il v a quelques mois. 1 

Il y ft deux jours que je me suis fait rendre une fille de sept ans, vol4e par les 
Shihos et vendue A Massowah pour vingt thalers. Elle se nomme Donnek, et elle 

de ours V1 ° dG Mcnsa; et eUi5 8era dttns son W® et P 1 ^ 8 de sa familie apr£s peu 

J’ai, &c. 

(Sign^) R. BARRONI. 


No. 429. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—.(Received Auqust 2 ) 
i No. 15.) y 

My Lord, Hallai, March 31,1855. 

I HAVE the honour to state that I have been at my post in Abyssinia, and in the 
execution of my duties, during the whole of the quarter ended this day. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 430. 

(No. 1G.) ^ onsu ^ Pl° W(l en to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received Auqust 2.) 

1 . HA y® the honour ‘f inform you that Dejajmatch Kaf-fi” ’ tak^n,^iice^'his 

coronation, the name and style of " Theodorus, King of Ethiopia,” there being an ancient 


prophecy that * King of this name should reform Ah • • 
and become master of the world. * Abyssinia, restore the Christian faith 

He is now persuaded. I hejir u • ai. , 
bears the motto of « King ofKwL»» H^ h ^ tb , 8 d ^ st j ned Monarch, and his new seal 
to become Christians within the year <*!„? hn« . ordcrcd the Mahometans in his dominions 
He has 50,000 men, and 

Ganaa, who hare assembled in great force iHhe JW? T'J 1 *S* mst Mahometan 

t£oicysr " d -““ u 

-*s sun sb 

“ bim to md . mm— 

I*d‘ n P * rt !5 ,rcad7 succeed ; toahott: feudal He , w,abet to discipline his army, 
and Judges ; and to disarm the people * “ 8 >' 8tern i have j!aid Govern™ 

^ : £ C he haS | 8t °PP cd the system of 

^She^ta^T-^ asm tirstrir a 

His fanatical zeal. hbTehement l ^^ *° <%>«*> hi* pleasure. ’‘ nd 

^ondcrfol success-armies and stronghold^d^W or f h* P / d ° en S ende red by his 
nmne-render It hard to foresee how will recehtLZ^*" “ ,m08t b J ‘he terror of his 

adranced Mr. Bell to high digoi Ls anTtn si T" ^ 1 find il convenient • he has 
«dTim thUS t0 me bofol?hls Ltlt ory h a; m h T UCh - U “ id als °. ’and t 

diately. 6 qUeStl ° n ’ ‘ he result "hich I shaU not fail ’befort yoS-l^^^ 

I have, &c. 

_ _ ___ (Sl ^ ed ^ WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 431. 

(No. 6.) Th ' fiar/ °f Clarendon to Consul Plowden 

Sir, 

von tW T M r re RT nC \ T des P“ch No. 1 of the^TftT S22. 1855. 
of Taka of cndT^to 6 ^“ d been ins ‘r“ctcd to in vesticrate C tL° i J ' ebruttr J’ acquainting 

c.™r f “.tiT"'-exit p*! 

I am. Sec. 

-— __(Signed) CLARENDON. 


No. 482. 

H, Lord. " L '"‘ ''""J. Ofi„, 

e. ,o„ - v—» a. aita*. 

3 R 
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sent to \wJiw Pa8h * ° ■ th v e - Hed J“-0“ orders transmitted from Constantinople 
sent to Massonah a person in hu confidence named Atta Bey, with orders to inresti 

^ke m,?irl^« r0US prefcrred *K ainst the late Pashafand more particularly to 

merchant mill* y* 1 *'" 1 * a ^ nous bnr K 1 «7 of 1,000 guineas, stolen fronTa Spanish 
toll ^ u re r C j P rotectlon ™ two years ago; mid in which matter it ap^ed 

that IbmiumPasha had acted, to say, the lert, with the most culpable indifferent 

much resnec/fnr I to ed p th t 8e ln< * ainefl m an honourable and open manner, and with as 
for the Pasha, as was compatible with his duty; but the latter became 

of this hdWi3 d W ‘ th the . ld j a that h “ a8saas ‘nation was designed, and, under the influence 

lettem te^,l r ( rema , med consUnt 'y a ™ed, refused to see any one, and wrote two 

lettere to my Consulate soliciting protection. 

My secretary represented to him the absurdity of his conduct, but with little effect 

. abl0 re ®® lFe( \ news that his dismissal was resolved on, and appeared to fear not 

SX. IK “ * ’° M u 

• ^ is fears, real or unreal, so worked upon a mind naturally weak, and rendered more 

magma i?e, if report be true, by the habit of consuming opium, that he committed 
^st swallowed his seals and written two letters, one disp^sinT of his 
p operty, and the other stating that he died by his own hand. 

of 7 Uh P r °P riet y the authorities of the island, who sent also a copy 

of his last letters and a procex-verbal of his death to the Pasha of the Hedjaz. 

orders 71°] w* Go J® rnop ar T ,ved a f f w da J* afterwards, who had quitted Jiddah with 
orders to send his predecessor there, under a military guard if necessary. 

I have, Sic. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 433. 

jjNo 6 ) Contul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received September 5.) 

y Maxsowah, March 1, 1855. 

r || .™ hono 1 ur . to acknowledge the receipt on the 28th of February of the 

\oTof t tC ( e % r0 atlngt Q °c thC ?T ffairS 0f Senh ait,an Abyssinian province, namely 

on. mentioned in my despatch No. 34 of the 3rd of November, 1854, that 

the1r P famiHes h ^ ^ CamC<1 * nt ° “P tmty from ,hat Province had been restored to 

.till 1 ha ' C a i ddre ? 8ed “ le«er to the present Governor of Taka, stating that ninety-one 
still remained to be accounted for, and requesting that those who are alive may be at 
once sent back pursuant to the orders of His Highness the Viceroy of Egypt and that the 
casualties may be attested by competent witnesses under his seal of office P ’ 

able re^y fromtoe Gotmo r r CqUC8U a " d ,hat 1 shaU recei ' e a "ason- 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


Minute. 

Approve. 

September 6, 1855. C. 


No. 434. 

(No 6 ) COnSUl Pl ° Wden t0 tke Earl ° f Cl “ r 'ndon.— {Received September 5.) 

My Lord, . , ^ Massowah, March 1, 1855. 

I HA\E the honour to inform you that the Pasha of Massowah has committed 
suicide by hanging; and that the Governor appointed by the Pasha of the Hediaz has 
arrive^ who was already ™ route , and who had orders to send his predecessor to Jiddah 

*J? 0t u r0U , ! C y °“t r L ^ rdsh, P Wlth any details regarding the death of Ibrahim 
Pasha, as, though curious, they do not touch upon affairs connected with my Consulate. 


others who were in tlMUmdirt the taLe PMha °* ^ ^®»ch Consul and 

^Wto* iaiirtji kT > 6 ° f 0)6 28th ° f 

appreciated by the present one. te Uovernor » will be forwarded to and 

I have, Sic. 

_ (Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 435. 

(No. 7.) CW Pl ° Wden t0 tke M 0f Ckrendon. {Received September 5.) 

My Lord, 

SfiKJSuS 'St. 

*• Her Majesty’s Consul b Awlt™,?! maD _, Catholic in Ahyssini. 8 

the bitterness of such quarrels and to * b dut ^ to **o*ge, when lissible 

from the consequences even of their own folly butTt ° f ■ W . , | at . e T er cre ed or denomination 
the pith of the question wiU not be lost sight of. 11 * * th&t m case of future reference 

having beei/ordered to^Lyf'them'^'the’e^f rftWn* V “? inde P endent nati °n after 

Kingdom, it being difficult aUho same time ah f 8 .f r0UDda renewed in the Abyssinian 
respecfrng^the^residenc^of strangers in their domiLns." 6 ° f ^ ttUthoriticS to decide 

creed. ’ deed ' the ^ « exceedingly liberal, save in this matter of their 

ever command u^e^ltstetmfh« th^kft O&r'T v™™' charactcr must 
matter u I think ended for the present an l to! ak f °-„ the E ^-’P tian territory; the 
to listen to my advice. P Dt ’ and the Aboona will not object on minor points 

I have. Sic. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 

September 6, 1855^’ rtference to P rev ious correspondence sent to Mr. Lyons 

--- C.‘ 


No. 436. 

Consul PWsu to the Bart of Oar^- Mtd Sept(mber y) 


(No. 8.) ‘ ™ Olarendon..- { Recnoed September 5 .) 

My Lord, 

• * HAVE the honour to inform vnn fKof n • • * , Massowah , March 3, 1855. 

I have, &c. 

- (Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 














i 
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No. 437. | 

Consul Plowden to the Bari of Clarendon . —(Received September 3.) 

(No. 9.) 

My Lord, Masson aA, March 3, 1655. 

I HATE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No. 4 of the 26th 
October, 1854, on the 28th February, 1855, acceding to my request to visit England 
during the present year. 

My previous despatch No. 8 will explain to your Lordship that I consider it my duty 
first to visit the extraordinary man who, through every difficulty, has made himself 
master of Abyssinia. 

I trust therefore that your Lordship will approve of my taking advantage of your 
gracious permission some months later, and on my return from that visit. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


Minute. 

Entirely approve. 

September 6, 1855. C. 


No. 438. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon. —(Received September 5.) 

(No. 11.) 

My Lord, Massowah, March 4, 1855. 

WITH reference to my despatches Nos. 3 and 4 of January 9 of this year, I have the 
honour to state that I have visited the Provinces of Mensa and Mogos. 

In the former I found the brother of the Naib with his gunners; the inhabitants had 
all fled. On my representing to him the impropriety of his proceedings, he left the 
village, and the people returned to their homes. 

Since my return to Mossowah, I have ascertained what I before suspected, that the 
late Pasha had ordered this invasion in an official letter to the Naib. 

In Mogos I pacified Beveral blood-feuds with adjoining tribes, and exhorted the 
people to abstain from plundering excursions into what must now be considered Egyptian 
territory. 

All the tribes and districts on the northern frontier of Hamazayn sent deputies to 
request my protection from the Arabs tributary to Egypt. I answered that they must 
first give me a solemn promise to discontinue their own predatory habits, and to forget 
their ancient feuds. I gave them a month to consult, that the reply might be more 
unanimous. 

All the frontier tribes, like their Arab neighbours, having occasion to send their 
cattle in search of grass, the exact limits of the two kingdoms will be very difficult to 
define. 

In the meantime, and in the temporary absence of all authority in Tigr6,1 have 
done what was in my power to establish a pacific intercourse. 

When some Chief shall have been established in Hamazayn by the new King Kasai, 
I shall be able to explain these atfairs to him. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


Minute. 

Approve proceedings. 

September 6, 1855. C. 


No. 439. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon, —( Received September 5.) 

(No. 12.) 

My Lord, Massowah, March 4, 1855. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt, on the 26th February, of your 
Lordship’s separate despatch of the 15th April, 1854, authorizing me to expend a sum of 
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money not exceeding 2001., should I consider it necessary, with regard to the aflkirs 
mentioned in my despatch No. 3 of the 25th January, 1854, with instructions respecting the 
reinbnrsement of the same. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 440. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received September 5.) 

S r 0 . is.) 

y Lord, Mossowah, March 4, 1855. 

I HAVE had the honour to receive on the 26th February 1854, the following 
Circulars with their inclosures: Circulars of March 28, March 29, and March 30, 
1854, with Parliamentary Papers on Eastern affairs; Circulars of April 10, April 19, 
and of April 20, respecting certificate of landing prohibited articles at their port of 
destination. 

Circular of May 1, respecting passports granted to naturalized subjects travelling 
in foreign parts. 

Circular of June 30, regarding claim for repayment of income tax, and Circular of 
November 30, 1854, inclosing Acts of Parliament forming part of Inclosure No. 6 of the 
General Instructions. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 441. 


Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received September 5.) 

(No. 14.) 

My Lord, ^ Massowah y March 8, 1855. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that the new King of Abyssinia, Dejaj Kasai, has 
named Dejajmatch Areya, as Governor of Tigrd. 

All toreign politics I shall of course carefully refer to the King; at the same time 
it is satisfactory that the Governor of Tigr6 should be of that family, of the Uas Wclda 
Selasee, and of Sabagardis, to whom Mr. Salt and Mr. Coffin were accredited by the 
British Government; and also personally well disposed towards Europeans, and on friendly 
terms with myself. 

As to the new King, formerly called Dejajmatch Kasai, and as respecting h s cireer 
I have the honour to call your Lordship’s attention to the despatches in which I have 
mentioned him, namely : Nos. 3, 18, 22,23, 25, 30,35, 37, of the year 1853; Nos. 4, 7, 8 
19, 28, 32, 36, 38, of 1854 ; and No. 8, of 1855. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 442. 

„ The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Stratford de llcdchffe. 

(No. 705.) U 

^ Foreign Office , September 6, 1855. 

1 rRANSMIT, for your Excellency’s information, copies of two despatches from 
Mr. Consul Plowden ,* containing observations respecting the new Kiug of Ethiopia, and 
the suicide of Ibrahim Pasha, the late Governor of Massowah. 

I am, See. 

(Signed) CLARENDON. 


No. 443. 


„ Mr. Hammond to Consul Plowden. 

(No. 6.) 

SlF ’ WITU r , , __ Foreign Office f September 12, 1855. 

v i enT , erence J our despatch No. 5 of the 1st of March, I am directed by the 
-Cati ot Clarendon to convey to you his Lordship’s approval of the steps which you*have 

• Noe. 432 and 436. 

3 S 
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bitante^fProvim^^Senbiit'^ho^iad'^been 1 ^ ^ elr h . omes of the remaining inha- 

’ wno ^ “eo ^ten captives by the Bey of Taka. 

. I am, &c. 

_ (Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


No. 444. 


£ 


o. 7.) 


Mr. Hammond to Consul Plow den. 


No. .'S5S a WSr 1 — 

your having deferred availing yoursel/of™^ *“ 7 ° U ,-"k Ix>r<k ^'P' e entire approved of 
rmt tl ‘e present ruler of AbyiinU 7 ° f absenCe > in order ‘hat you might 

I am, &c. 

_ (Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


No. 445. 

(No. 8 ) Mr ‘ Hammond to Consul Plowden. 

Sir, 

I AM directed by the liar! of Cltw»n^n ♦ Foreign Office September 12, 1855. 
of your exertions to settle a to convey to you his Lordship’s approval 

through the Provinces of Mensa and Jw5« tn Jos . w ,l \ c * 1 J ou v >sited in your journey 
March. J tiogow, as reported in your despatch of the 4th of 

I am, &c. 

, (Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


No. 446. 

(No. 17 ,) Cm ‘ Ul PUmdm t0 th ‘ Earl »f Clarendon -(Received November 3.) 

My Lord, 

SINCE the date of my last despatch till now T hi™ h (r0n(l <* r > June 18, 1855. 

I found the King Theodoras with some difficultvTn hi'" ? n the r «ad. 

Dillanta, on the borders of Worrahaimano I remained there'fivo^ *“ ^ f r( J vince 
interviews with him. remained there five days, and had several 

to go on to Tigrt, which is also very unsettled ’ 1 lln l H,sslblu for me at present 

I shall be constrained, most likely, to pass the rains here 1..,* .n.n i 
tunity that may offer. ^ ere » bu * ^ ose no oppor- 

Should the King beat the Gallas, everythin** will become fron<i..*i j •/. . 
possible to extinguish the fiery spirit of the A°bysJnians to reform “ be 

manners, and to establish a tranquil sovereignty the new M»«rV; laws a “d 

for the arduous task. 7 ’ Monarch is certainly well fitted 

,n f a .*' cw da - v f’ if messengers can pass, I shall send to your Lordshin a Renew .a 

ztiifar*’' ~ ■“ 

I have, &c. 

_ < 8i e ned > WALTEB PLOWDEN. 


No. 447. 

(No. 18.) C ° nSUl PU>Wden ‘° lht Earl °f Clarendon.—(Received November 3.) 

My Lord, n 

I HAVE the honour to inclose a Report, being a short account oftta™ 25 ' ,855 * 
of Government m Abyssinia ; the present state of the country • the characternf^jr 86 
Theodorus; his reforms and ideas; and of my interview with him, and iu ZalU * 


Krt 









-isssf a-wjuaw wsaatr - - - 

I have, Ac. 

rS,gDed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 

Minutes. 

W3H^m 

PMSttastw 

--- C. 

‘he inrn":nr o fth^nr^ a o^f th Wh ° m shou)d Mr. Plowden communicate when 

—----- c 

Lord Clarendon asks •< xr'k« ,, 

e is ^ «•*” SisA.t b {£ to s-•) »wi. 

I presume that the only wav of th ' • °" S ° f *** Klng are 


departure approaches.® tb,s with Mr. Consul Green, when the time f „ • 

But may it not be lilt.!. . 1 ... .... „ 4 me for the, r 


s »nce the amK;u«w .even n 


-- - -S 


Inclosure in No. 4 k 7 . 
Report. 


ruled 


N m ^ 
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vassals were most often in a state of secret or open rebellion. A remarkable man has 
now appeared, who, under the title of Negoos or King Theodoras, has united the whole 
of Northern Abyssinia under his authority, and has established tolerable tranquillity, 
considering the shortness of his career and the hazardous wars in which he has been and 
is still engaged. 

From his earliest youth Dejajmatch Kasai regarded his present elevation as assuredly 
destined, hut concealed his designs with prudence equal to his daring until ripe for 
execution. First he denied the authority of the Queen, mother of Ras Ali, under whom 
he governed the provinces near Sennaar; defeated in succession all the troops she could 
send against him ; and lastly, herself, with tenfold his numbers. He protested, however, 
that he was still the faithful servant of Ras Ali, but refused to surrender except on certain 
conditions of peace. The Ras then sent against him an immense force; the armies 
camped opposite to each other for some time, the Ras not wishing to drive matters to 
extremity; and in the interval Kasai fought several minor battles, detected and punished 
some traitors in his own camp, and introduced a little discipline into his army. 

The Ras having sworn to do him no injury, he surrendered and came to Debra Tabor, 
where lie so completely lulled all suspicion that he received all his former honours and 

S rovinces from the Ras; the Queen being in a measure disgraced. He returned to 
Iwora, and attacked all the low countries towards Sennaar, Shankallas or Arabs, accus¬ 
toming his soldiers to war and hardships. 

His projects not being yet matured, on several occasions when it was confidently 
reported that he had rebelled, he baffled his accusers by suddenly appearing in the Ras’s 
camp, and following him to war in Godjam with about a third of his forces, thus quite 
winning his heart, though I ventured to point out to the Ras his dangerous character. 

At last, about two years and a-half ago he threw off the mask, and the Has having 
sent against him Dejajmatch Goscho, that Prince was defeated and slain in battle. 

Tne Ras now became seriously alarmed, and ordered half his army under his best 
Commanders to attack him ; he also called upon Dejajmatch Oobeay, Chief of Tigre, for 
assistance, and that Prince furnished a very large contingent. Though numbers were so 
overwhelming against him, Dejftjmatcb Kasai met these forces and give them a signal 
defeat, killing most of the Chiefs. Shortly after he took the daring resolution of attack¬ 
ing the Ras, and arriving by forced marches near the camp of that Prince in Godjam in 



Ali escaping. 

He then retired from Godjam, and afTorded to IUrro Goscho, who bad been for five 
years besieged by the Has in his mountain fort of Soma, an opportunity of leaving that 
stronghold. 

During some months Dejajmatch Kasai remained tranquil, amusing Dejajmatch 
Oobeay at first with friendly proposals, afterwards demanding of that Chief the Aboona 
Salama, who had been banished by Ras Ali, with menaces in case of non-compliance. 
Oobeay becoming alarmed sent, first, his son with proposals, and, subsequently, the 
Aboona; the latter was reinstated in his dignity at Gondar, and a peace was made 
between the Chiefs. Dejajmatch Kasai then pursued Birro Goscho even to the Galla 
Provinces, where he had assembled a large force, defeated and took him prisoner. 

He was now strong in guns and troops, and on his return camped in the Province of 
Waggera, from whence he declared war against Oobeay, reproaching him with his false¬ 
hood, which was proved, in having sent letters to encourage Birro Goscho. With some 
reluctance Oobeay at last put himself in motion to oppose Dejajmatch Kasai, who had 
advanced into Semen. The latter, by forced marches, fell suddenly upon his rival, and in 
two hours defeated him, taking prisoner all his sons and Generals, with himself Without 
delay he invested Oobeay's strongholds, which surrendered at once. 

The fruits of this last victory were large treasures accumulated for three generations; 
the submission or imprisonment of almost all the Chiefs of Abyssinia, and the coronation 
of Dejajmatch Kaxvi by the Aboona Salama, under the title of Theodorus, King of Kings 
of Ethiopia. 

Discovering a plot against his life, the King only placed in durance those concerned, 
displaying in all things great clemency and geucrosity, and the ransom of Dejajmatch 
Oobeay was fixed at 120,000 dollars. 

With scarce a week's delay, and in spite of the murmurs of his soldiers, the King 
marched against Mnhomedun Gallos, who had, daring his absence, burnt some churches, 
and assembled all the forces of Christian Abyssinia, Tigre included, in the Province of 
Dillonta, on the borders of Worrahaimano, where 1 found him. 


/ 


He may hare from 50,000 to 60,000 men of all arms. 

Such has been his adventurous and warlike career. I shall now say a few words on 
his personal character, the reforms he has effected, the designs he is contemplating, and 
the condition and prospects of the country. 

The King Theodorus is young in years, vigorous in all manly exercises, of a striking 
countenance, peculiarly polite and engaging when pleased, and mostly displaying great 
tact and delicacy. He is persuaded that he is destined to restore the glories of Ethiopian 
Empire, and to achieve great conquests; of untiring energy, both mental and bodily, his 
personal and moral daring are boundless. The latter is well proved by his severity 
towards his soldiers, even when these, pressed by hunger, are mutinous, and he is in front 
of a powerful foe; more so even by his pressing reforms on a country so little used to any 
yoke, whilst engaged in unceasing hostilities, and his suppression of the power of the 
great feudal Chiefs at a moment when any inferior man would have sought to conciliate 
them as the stepping-stones to Empire. 

When aroused his wrath is terrible, and all tremble; but at all moments he 
possesses a perfect self-command. Indefatigable in business, he takes little repose night 
or day; his ideas and language are clear and precise ; hesitation is not known to him; 
and he has neither councillors nor go-betweens. He is fond of splendour, and receives in 
state even on a campaign. He is unsparing in punishment—very necessary to restrain 
disorder, and to restore order in such a wilderness as Abyssinia. He salutes his meanest 
subject with courtesy; is sincerely though often mistakenly religious, and will acknow¬ 
ledge a fault committed toward his poorest follower in a moment of passion with sincerity 
and grace. 

He is generous to excels, and free from all cupidity, regarding nothing with pleasure 
or desire but munitions of war for his soldiers. He lias hitherto exercised the utmost 
clemency towards the vanquished, treating them rather os his friends than his enemies. 
His faith is signal; without Christ, he says, I am nothing; if he has destined me to 
purify and reform this distracted kingdom, with His aid who shall stay me: nay, some¬ 
times he is on the point of not caring for human assistance at all, and this is one reason 
why he will not seek with much avidity for assistance from or alliance with Europe. 

The worst points in his character are, his violent anger at times, his unyielding 
pride as regards his kingly and divine right, and his fanatical religious zeal. 

lie has begun to reform even the dress of Abyssinia, all about his person wearing 
loose flowing trowsers, and upper and under vests, instead of the half-naked costume 
introduced by the Gallas. Married himself at the altar and, strictly continent, he has 
ordered or persuaded all who love him to follow his example, and exacts the greatest 
decency of manners and conversation : this system he hopes to extend to all classes. 

He has suppressed the Slave Trade in all its phases, save that the slaves already 
bought may be sold to such Christians os shall buy them for charity: setting the example, 
he pays to the Mussulman dealers what price they please to ask for the slaves they bring 
to him and then baptizes them. 

He has abolished the barbarous practice of delivering over murderers to the relatives 
of the deceased, handing over offenders, in public, to his own executioners to be shot or 
decapitated. 

'fhe arduous task of breaking the power of the great feudal Chiefs—a task achieved 
in Europe only during the reigns of many consecutive Kings—he has commenced by 
chaining almost all who w-ere dangerous, avowing his intention of liberating them when 
hLs power shall be consolidated. He has placed the soldiers of the different provinces 
under the command of his own trusty followers, to whom he has given high titles, but no 
power to judge or punish; thus, in fact, creating generals in place of feudal Chieftains 
more proud of their birth than of their monarch, and organising a new nobility, a legion 
of honour dependent on himself, and chosen specially for their daring and fidelity. 

To these he gives sums of money from time to time, accustoming them to his 
intention of establishing a regular pay; his matchlock-mcn are numbered under officers 
commanding from 100 to 1,000, and the King drills them in person. In the common 
soldiers lie has effected a great reform, by paying them, and ordering them to purchase 
their food, but in no way to harass and pluudcr the peasant as before; the peasantry he 
is gradually accustoming to live quiet under the village Judge, and to look no more to 
military rule. As regards commerce, he has put an end to a number of vexatious 
exactious, and has ordered that duties shall be levied only at three places in his dominions. 
All these matters cannot yet he perfected, but be intends also to disarm the people, and 
to establish a regular standing army, armed with muskets only, having declared that he 
will convert swords and lances into ploughshares and reaping-hooks, and cause a plough- 
ox to be sold dearer than the noblest war-horse. 
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He has begun to substitute letters for verbal messaged After perusing the history 
of the Jesuits in Abyssinia, he has decided that no Roman Catholic priests 3hali teach in 
his dominions; and insisting on his right divine over those bom his subjects, has ordered 
the Abyssinian* who have adopted that creed to recaut; to foreigners of all classes, 
however, he permits the free exercise of their religion, but prohibits all preaching contrary 
to the doctrine of the Coptic Church. To the Mahometans he has declared that he will 
first conquer the Gallas, who have seized on Christian lands, devastated churches, and, by 
force, converted the inhabitants to Islamism; and after that, the Mussulmans now residing 
in Abyssinia will have the option of being baptized or of leaving the country. 

He is peculiarly jealous, as may be expected, of his sovereign rights, and of anything 
that appears to trench on them; he wishes, in a short time, to send embassies to the 
Great European Powers to treat with them on equal terms. The most difficult trait in 
his character is this jealousy and the pride that, fed by ignorance, renders it impossible 
for him yet to believe that so great a Monarch as himself exists in the world. 

In his present campaign he proposes to subdue or exterminate the Mahometan 
Gallas, and perhaps Shoa. Next year he will devote to the settlement of Tigr£, 
including the tribes along the coast, and meditates the occupation of Massowah. After 
that he wishes to reclaim all the provinces lately conquered by Egypt along his northern 
frontier; even Khartoum, as his by right: nor docs his military ardour hesitate to 
dream of the conquest of Egypt, and a march to the Holy Sepulchre. 

Some of his ideas may be imperfect, others impracticable; but a man who, rising 
from the clouds of Abyssinian ignorance and childishness without assistance and without 
advice, has done so much and contemplates such large designs, cannot be regarded as of 
an ordinary stamp. 

The King is now, I hear, wasting Worrahaimano with fire and sword; the 
Abyssinians, but lately accustomed to his vigorous sway, and in no way comprehending 
the grasp of his ideas, already fancy that he will not return, and bring about prophecies 
and discontents, fostered by Galla emissaries. The country is disturbed; but there is 
only one open or dangerous revolt, headed by the son of Dcjajmatch Oobeay in Semen, 
who, owing his life and freedom to the King’s mercy, now gives out that he himself is the 
destined Thcodoru*. He has gathered together a considerable army, and occupies the 
road between Gondar aud Tigrd. 

The King is confident in his strength, and with his usual unhesitating courage, 
looking only to the enemy of most importance and his front, will not, at present, 
condescend to notice this ebullition; but if he returns crowned with victory, no mercy 
will be shown to these rebels, his enemies will disappear, and tranquillity will be at once 
restored. 

He will hereafter be quite capable of carrying out his views with regard to Massowah, 
though he will be unable to contend with the Egyptian forces. 

Should he unite all the Gallas and Northern Abyssinians, Shoa to Tajoura and 
Zanzibar, Tigre with the sea-coast and Massowah, into one government as he purposes, 
and a frontier arrangemnet be made with Egypt, Abyssinia may, under his rule, rank as a 
Christian kingdom ; this is the last chance for negotiations and Treaties. 

Should he now or at any time fail in his designs, or fall in battle, the misrule and 
anarchy that must ensue will baffle all human calculation, and render peaceful inter¬ 
ference impossible: Abyssinia must then be left to her destinies, until some European 
Power shall think it worth while to conquer and instruct the most fertile of African 
provinces. 

On approaching the camp, the intervening country being dangerous to traverse on 
account of the Gallas. I requested an escort; the King, to do me honour, sent four of his 
generals with several companies of gunners, who accompanied me to the camp with 
ceremony, the King’s flutes and drums playing before me, and fired a salute of musketry 
when I approached his tent. The tent was filled with all his officers in handsome dresses, 
and the ground was entirely covered with carpets; the King was seated on a couch, 
splendidly attired, with his crown on the pillow and his sword of state held behind him: 
the Aboona and the Tchcgee were seated on high chairs to the right and left—every one 
else standing. He received me with great politeness, and caused me to sit down on a 


carpet near himself. After a short conversation respecting my journey, and on the forms 
of government in England and other countries, he told me to retire, as I must be 
fatigued, causing a large tent to be pitched for me. 

The next day I saw him again early in the morning. After my visit, an Abyssinian 
of the Roman Catholic persuasion was brought to trial; this man the King ordered to 
dispute publicly on his religious creed with the Aboono, saying that if his reasons were 
the best he himself would become a convert. The monk refused to recognize any authority 
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there present, and said he would dispute only before the Pone of Rome: the King sent 
for me, and as the monk persisted in obstinate silence, the Judges after some discussion 
gave sentence of death for contumacy to his Sovereign; which sentence the matchlock- 
men were called out to execute immediately. There were above 1,000 persons present; 
but even the Aboona, who wished to save the man, dared not speak. I rose and obtained 
his life, but could in no way persuade the King to banish him or release him from his 
chains. 

The evening before the day fixed for my departure the King sent to me to know the 
object of my coming. I replied that I had not come on the part of the Government or 
in any official capacity; but that as I was about to visit England, it was important that I 
should know and report His Majesty’s disposition respecting the establishment of a 
Consulate, and friendly relations generally; I hinted also at what had been arranged with 
the Has Ali. The King said, “ I know nothing of what Ras Ali may have done; I am 
young and inexperienced in public affairs; I have never heard of a Consulate under the 
former Kings of Abyssinia, and this matter must be referred to my Council and the 
principal people of my Court.” 

The next day being sick myself, I sent Mr. Bell, who is much trusted by the King; 
and after several messages to and fro the King finally replied as follows, H I cannot 
consent to a Consulate, as l find in the history of our institutions no such thing; but for 
anything else that you wish for, now or hereafter, for yourself or other English, I shall be 
happy to perform your pleasure, and could I receive any Consul I should wish for no one 
more agreeable to me, or more esteemed by me, than yourself.” 

I had ventured to hint that the sea-coast and Massowah might possibly be given up 
to him on his consent; but though his ambition was roused at this, no feared the clause 
conferring jurisdiction on the Consul as trenching on his prerogative, and the time for 
consideration was so short that though half inclined to say yes, he was too much startled 
at my proposals to do so. 

'Phe next morning he offered me some hundred dollars for the expenses of my 
journey, and begged me to pass the rainy season in Gondar; I replied that had he 
received me as Consul I should even have followed him in his camjmignR, and have shared 
his dangers ; but that after his refusal, my duty was to return to my country as soon os 
possible; and that as for the money, I could not receive it, as I was paid by my own 
Sovereign. He spoke to me' in the most affectionate manner, gave orders for my 
honourable reception every where as far as Massowah, and said, “ In refusing your request 
for a Consulate, my only reason is that it appears an innovation, but do you not forget 
ray friendship for you, and cause yohr Queen also to regard me as a friend. After the 
rains I shall send to Her Majesty an Embassy and letters, and when these wars are 
finished I will give every favour and protection to Englishmen who may visit my country: 
do you also visit me and write to me.” 

The Aboona Salama tried in every way to assist me in this negotiation ; and it will 
be seen that the King’s refusal is hardly a refusal, and that he does not wish to break off 
all Treaty with us, but rather the contrary, being only startled by the clause about juris¬ 
diction of Consuls. 

I left the camp with all honour, the King adjuring me twenty times not to forget to 
write to him constantly wherever I might be, and giving me his own mule to ride as a 
proof of his friendly feelings. I told him that I should report all our conversation, and 
receive the orders of my Government in consequence; that I should then report the 
answer to him, which was all that I was authorized to do. 

The matter was much hurried, as the King was on the eve of starting against the 
Gallas, with whom bis outposts were indeed daily skirmishing; and my state of health 
would not permit of my encountering the fatigues and privations of such a campaign. 
Neither did I think it advisable to appear too eager at first, as that might arouse his 
suspicions, and confirm him in an obstinate refusal. 

1 told him that I was sorry for his decision rather on his accouut than on mine, but 
that he was perfect master in his own dominions, and to decide as he pleased. 

I here is no doubt that the Roman Catholic Mission has caused much jealousy in 
regard to Europeans and not unnaturally, as the Mission obstinately persists in usurping 
the functions of the Aboona and the Abyssinian clergy, so the King has an undefined hut 
not unreasonable fear that we wish in like manner, and by friendly appearances, to usurp 
tne political rights of the Sovereign; or rather, his Councillors wish to persuade him to 
tins effect. r 

1 see much to hope for in these conversations. It is well to find a King in Abys¬ 
sinia proud of his dignity, alive to his responsibility, capable of considering grave 
matters, and of replying with decision, not lightly giving assent to a thing he does not 
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understand, and yet seeking for our friendship in aU ways that he can under¬ 
stand. Nor is it very important to obtain a direct accord until such a time as his 
power shall be firmly fixed. Whenever he does sign a Treaty, to whatever effect it may 
be, he will fully appreciate his obligations, and faithfully fulfil them to the extent of his 
authority. Any other Abyssinian would have temporized in the hope of obtaining 
presents, as did the King of fthoa, Sahela Selassie; bat this man has a noble disdain of 
falsehood or covetousness. 

It is appareut from the honourable and friendly manner in which I took my leave. 


and from the King’* expressions, that he does not regard his refusal as a matter that 
should break off our correspondence, or give offence. He has refused rather the form 
than the substance of our proposals. 

The Aboona Salama and Mr. Bell, who has ever exerted himself in my behalf with 
the utmost zeal, will lose no opportunity of explaining to the King the nature of a Consu¬ 
late, and of our other propositions; and I think that the objections he has taken will be 
somewhat modified ero long. He, in fact, only wishes to treat on equal terms, and 
considers that his own laws and administration of justice should suffice for all strangers; 
and that a Treaty, if made, should lie carried out by himself without the Envoy having 
judicial powers, though he would not object to an Ambassador to represent the interests 
of a foreign nation, without those powers. 

Two of the principal difficulties that wc have hitherto had in negotiating with Abyssinia 
are now in a fair way of disappearing: one vigorous Sovereign may replace the feudal 
oligarchy, the proud and rebellious chieftains, that have hitherto bewildered all my efforts: 
the interregnum on the coast belonging neither to Turk nor Abyssinian may disappear; 
and those wild tribes that acknowledge no law but their will, no faith but their swords, 
and that bold the passes iato Abyssinia, may be taught to acknowledge a lord and 
master. The one difficulty that will remain is the want of a sea-port in the hands of 
cither England or Abyssinia. 

In the present state of affairs, there are three ways of acting:— 

One, to withdraw altogether the Consul from Abyssinia, and to cease all communica¬ 
tion with that country. 

The second, to consider that the King proposes to attack the Egyptian territory, 
at least where the Egyptian troops have occupied any portion of the ancient limits of 
Abyssinia; and also that he will probably seize on Massowah, unless the Turkish 
Government should defend it with such a force as will render it a heavy burden on the 
finances ; therefore to await in silence the course of these events, when probably he 
will recognize the value of our friendly proposals, and seek himself for a renewal of them. 

The third to accept bis proposition of sending Ambassadors, and to trust to their 
report of their reception and of our greatness, which information may very likely induce 
the King to accord all wc wish ; he being already half-disposed to listen to us. 

On the first Her Majesty’s Government must decide, after examining this report, 
which is not so full as 1 could wish; in consequence of my unwilling detention in 
Gondar, and the near approach of the rainy season, which makes me fear to delay the 
departure of my messengers. I trust that this measure will not be decided on, at 
present. 

With regard to the second, I think that should the King agree to our proposals here¬ 
after, it would be better for all parties that Massowah should he given up to him on 
condition that lie appoint an European in his service as Governor. The Turks cannot 
keep that island in future, if the King’s power increases, without large garrisons; but the 
King can stop their trade as he pleases, and can harass them continually; he would 
reduce to obedience the half-civilized and ungoverned coast tribes; would reclaim the 
Hababs and other numerous Christians; abolish all interior duties on English importa. 
would need but a small force there for purposes of police, and would there learn the value 
of trade and of foreign intercourse. 

On the other hand, should the Turks remain in an expensive and precarious posses¬ 
sion, the state of disturbance and anarchy along the frontier will always exist as at 
present, or he doubled, unless indeed they should follow up their large garrisons w ith large 
armies, for which the attacks of the Abyssinian King will soon afford them a pretext, and 
then attempt the conquest of the country. 

As regards the frontier towards Egypt, the King will probably soon receive there a 
check, that will induce him to seek for our mediation, and which will conduce much to 
the enlargement of his ideas. Egypt may he made to abandon some of her more recent 
conquests on the frontier, and Abyssinia with a seaport of its own, a settled boundary and 
a King with civilized ideas, will be worth treating with on something like equal terms. 

The third proposition as to receiving the King's Ambassador may be entertained At 
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the same time with these ideas suggested by the second; and it is, in my opinion, the 
most feasible: always supposing that the King returns with success from his Galla wars, 
consolidates bis authority, extends it all over Abyssinia as I expect, and sends Ambas¬ 
sadors of such rank, manners, and intelligence as may conduce to his own honour and 
subsequent enlightenment. 

I trust that the road will be clear to Massowah by the time that I receive a reply to 
this despatch and instructions. If your Lordship is of opinion that the Ambassadors from 
the King should bo received, I shall, in escorting them, take advantage of the leave of 
absence already accorded to me; and, in case of different orders, 1 shall also profit by 
that leave, after having by letter communicated your reply to HU Majesty. 

In the case of such an Embassy, I request also to be informed if passage by steamer 
and railway, hotel bills, and such expenses as will scarcely enter into the calculations, or 
the means, of an Abyssinian monarch of modern times, however munificent, will be borne 
by Her Majesty’s Government; if so, in what manner, and to what amount. If it bo 
worth while to receive these Envoys, it is worth the while to receive them in a manner 
becoming our own greatness. 

Gondar, June 25, 1855. (Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 448. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received November 3.) 

(No. 19.) 

My Lord, Gondar , June 27, 1855. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose a copy of a letter addressed by me to M. de Jacobis, 
Bishop of the Roman Catholic Mission of the Propaganda to Abyssinia. 

M. de Jacobis and his companions have simply been warned to quit the Abyssinian 
territory by a King who does not admire the doctrine of the Church of Rome; nor do I 
see on what he can ground his right to remain in spite of such warning. 

He naturally feels strongly the disappointment of his hopes of overturning the Coptic 
Bishop, and of being nominated head of the Abyssinian Church by the Pope of Rome ; 
also he is grieved for those Abyssinians who, having espoused his principles, are now in 
an embarrassed position, and exposed even to a slight persecution; an Englishman can 
least of all men admire or advocate persecution, but it must be acknowledged that each 
nation has a right to enforce its own laws, in regard to its own subjects, in religious and 
political matters. 

M. de Jacobis hints at bringing down the wrath of the French Government on the 
Coptic Bishop and the King of Abyssinia; considering that his hope was to displace that 
Bishop, and that he still denies the authority of that King; I think that his complaints of 
the very natural course adopted by those authorities to be in some measure unreasonable. 

If the French Government wished to protect a mission in Abyssinia, it would no 
doubt wish to do so by force of reason rather than of arms; and the obvious plan would 
have been to have sent an accredited embassy to negotiate a Treaty with the existing 
powers to that end, if possible. 

With regard to my encouragement of the Aboona or any other, in persecuting the 
half-dozen Roman Catholics that may exist in Abyssinia, l have, in my political character, 
counselled Her Majesty’s Government to protect in some measure the Aboona Salama’s 
interests in foreign countries; and had I not done so, I should have been wanting in my 
duty, that bishop being a sincere and warm friend of the English nation, and very 
powerful in this kingdom; bad I on the contrary in any way advocated the Roman 
Catholic claims, I should to a certainty have been as roughly dismissed as those gentle¬ 
men, without doing them the slightest good, so strong is the King’s feelings against 
them. I will assert, nevertheless, that apart from religions, which are here political 
feelings, l have not been wanting in kindness and consideration towards the members of 
that mission; and l shall appeal to no other witness than its members, should such appeal 
be ever necessary. 

The evangelical character of M. de Jacobis has certainly allured some sincere 
proselytes, but these in general love the man, far more than they investigate the doctrine; 
but considering that the object is to establish the supremacy of the Roman Pontiff in a 
country where it has ever been denied, with the exception of a short period, when it was 
supported by the Portuguese arms, and which ended in the deposition of the King, who 
acknowledged that supremacy, and the massacre or banishment of the whole mission. I 
do not think that the simple order to leave this realm can entitle the present mission to 
public sympathy. 
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Certain I am that it would be far wholesomer for the cause of progress, that neither 
this nor any other Mission should at present set foot in Abyssinia; and that those who 
wish sincerely to preach the Qospel should, in visiting this land, respect outwardly at least, 
the Established Church, and pass on to teach those Pagan tribes who have indeed never 
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though the religion of their fathers; but these humble and far more dangerous labours 
might not be hailed with the shout of worldly triumph that would accompany the prostra¬ 
tion of the Abyssinian Church at the footstool of the chair of Bt. Peter. 

I have, Sec. 

(Signed; WALTER PLOWDEN. 


Minute. 

Approve. He should use his best efforts to check persecution for religious opinions. 
March 4, 1855. C. 


Inclosure in No. 448. 

Consul Plowden to Monseigneur de Jacobis. 

Monseigneur, Gondar , le 27 Juin, 1855. 

DANS une conversation k Hallai il me parait dc vous avoir entendu dire que vous 
4tiez rdsolu d ecrire une pampbldte circulaire k tous les Rois d’Europe, au sujet de la 
persecution de la mission Catholique Romaine en Abyssinie, et par quclques-unes de 
vos expressions vous paraissiez de vouloir dire que j’^tais moi une cause partielle de cette 
persecution, 

A present, j'ai I'honneur de vous dire que j’ai parld au Roi Thdodorus et a l’Aboona 
sur ces affaires. L’Aboona a franchement cxpnm4 sa determination de ne pas permettre 
1 1 a mission de prfichcr dans sa diocese; et il a ajoutd, qu’est-ce que dirait l’Eveque de 
Rome si qnelqu’un de ma part irait en Rome pour rtfbaptiser les adultes d6jA accucillis 
par une Eglise Chretienne ? 

Le Roi, qui ne se laisse mener, ni par l’Ahoona, ni par qui que ce soit, a declare qu’il 
no permettra jamais qu’aucune doctrine soit preche dans son Royaume que celle de 
l’Ev£que d’Alexandric et del'Aboona; mais qu’il accorde k tous les etrangers sujets des 
Puissances amicales la liberty de demeurer en tranquillity et selon leurs consciences, a 
condition de ne pas enscigner aucune doctrine ^ celle-lk. 

Il a offert cette choix k M. Just d’IJrbin, et sur son refus la renvoyd de l’Abys- 
sinic par la route dc Bennaar, avec ses effets et un passeport; Mr. Bell se faisant caution 
atipres du Roi pour quo M. Just ne rentre pas dans cette territoire. Le P£re Gabro 
Michael, Abyssinien de votre congregation, dtant apporte devant le Roi, refusaifc de 
reconnaitre son nutoritd, et m&me de rtfpondre k ses demnndes; par les Juges du pap il 
dtait condamne k la mart pour contumace k son Souverain ; le Roi disait, “ Vous etes mon 
sujet, et votre changement de foi rcligicuse ne peut pas 6ter k moi mes droits de 
souverninetd; non seulement vous, mais je punirais l’Aboona s’il osait de nier ma 6upr4- 
rnatie.’ Le P£re allait etre fuailld sur le champ; j’obtenais avec difficulty la gr&ce de sa 
vie, mais le Roi se refusait opiniitrement k ma proposition de le renvoyer de soi^ 
Royaume. 

J’allais obtenir la liberty dcs cinq ou six personnes en prison a Gondar; mais 
comme ils ytaient ddjk Ichappds, mes demarches n’dtaient plus necessaires. 

Je nai pas le droit, M. l’Ev£que, de donner aucune opinion sur vos procydys 
dirigdea pas vos supfrieurs et par votre conscience, mais j’espere que votre bon juge- 
ment vous portera k ne plus exposer les habitants dc Hallai a la coiyre fatale du Roi, 
deja bien 6veill6c contrc eux a cause de votre residence dans cette ville. 

Sur votre opinion de mon interference (si toujours je ne me suis pas trompd dans 
le sens de vos paroles) j’espere que le temps et hi consideration l'adoucira; toujours 
comme je ne veux entrer en aucune controversy je garderai la silence Rhdessus. Soyez 
cependant jiersuade, Monseigneur, que, quoique peut-etre nous ne sommes pas d accord 
entidrement sur la sagesse, huniainement jiarlant, des moyens que vous avez cru les 
meilleurs d’eniployer pour la rdussite de votre mission, je sais toujours apprycier la 
loyauty, la sincerity ddsinttfressde, et la bynyvolence, qui vous ont fait tant aimer par 
chacun qui a eu I’honneur de votre connaiss&nce. 

Excuscz la franchise de ces mots, et agrdez, &c. _ 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 440. 

Consul P.owden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received November 3.) 




(No. 20.) 

My Lora, Gondar , June 30,1855. 

I HAVE the honour to state that I have been at my post in Abyssinia, and in the 
execution of my duties, during the whole of the quarter ended this day. 

I have, See. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 450. 


The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Plowden. 

(No. 9.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, November 20, 1855. 

I HAVE to acquaint you that 1 approve your proceedings as reported in your 
despatch No. 19 of the 27th of June, with reference to the order which the Roman 
Catholic mission in Abyssinia has received to quit that country, and I have to desire you 
to use your best efforts to check persecution for religious opinions, whatever shape it may 
assume. 

I am, Sec. 

(Signed) CLARENDON. 


No. 451. 

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Plowden. 

(No. 10.) 

Sir, Foreign Office , November 27, 1855. 

I HAVE read with great interest the able Report on the present state of the 
Kingdom of Abyssinia, inclosed in your despatch No. 18, dated Gondar, June 25, 1855, 
and I entirely approve your proceedings, as reported in that despatch, as well as the 
language held by you at your interview with King Thcodorus. 

You will acquaint the King that Her Majesty’s Government are fully informed with 
respect to the events that have recently taken place in Abyssinia, and that they desire 
to express their admiration of the valour and skill which he has displayed in the field, 
and of his moderation in victory, and also of the wisdom and benevolence with which he 
has commenced the work of reform, and of his labours for the welfare of his people. At 
the same time, however, you will convey the advice, and express the earnest hope of 
Her Majesty’s Government that the King will abstain from religious persecution and 
extending religious principles by force of arms, which is contrary to the principles of 
Christianity, and cannot fail to involve him in endless troubles. 

Her Majesty’s Government are convinced that the establishment of friendly and 
intimate relations between Great Britain and Abyssinia would be attended with many 
advantages to both countries ; and you will accordingly inform the King that the Queen, 
our gracious Sovereign, will have much pleasure in receiving, and treating with due 
honour the Ambassadors whom His Majesty may send to her Court. 

This must, however, depend upon your receiving from the King a distinct assurance 
that he renounces all idea of conquest in Egypt and at Massowah. 

Her Majesty’s Government have latterly remonstrated in the strongest terms against 
the intentions of the Viceroy of Egypt to attack Abyssinia, and the present Viceroy has 
not only put a stop to such proceedings, and has confined himself within the limits of his 
own dominions, but he has set free tbe Abyssinian prisoners reduced to slavery by his 
predecessor. Her Majesty’s Government would subject themselves to grave suspicions if 
they received an Embassy from a Sovereign whose designs against the Sultan, the ally of 
the Queen of England, were previously known to them. 

Should you receive a complete and satisfactory assurance on this subject, and should 
the King of Abyssinia determine to send Ambassadors to Her Majesty’s Court, it will be 
your duty to accompany them, and you are hereby authorized to defray the expenses of 
their journey to England, respecting which you will be careful to observe all reasonable 
economy. 

I apprehend, however, that the route which the Ambassadors would pursue must be 
through Egypt; and as the Viceroy is aware of the hostile designs of the King, it is 
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highly probable that His Highness will not allow them to pass through his territory; 
and yon will therefore communicate with Mr. Bruce, and ascertain from him whether 
leave will be granted or not, as it would be highly inexpedient that you should be 
exposed to being turned back from the Egyptian frontier in company with the Abyssinian 
Emissaries. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) CLARENDON. 


No. 452. 

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Stratford de Redcliffe. 

(No. 987.) 

My Lord, Foreign Office, November 28, 1855. 

1 INCLOSE, for your Excellency’s information, a copy of a despatch which I have 
addressed to Mr. Consul Plowden,* instructing him as to the language to be held by him 
to the King of Abyssinia, and as to the proposed Embassy from that country to 
England. 

I also inclose a copy of a Memorandum on Abyssinian affairs which I have received 
from Mr. Plowden .f 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) CLARENDON. 


No. 455. 

Lord Stratford de Redcliffe to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received November 29.) 

(No. 946.) 

My Lord, Thera pia, November 19, 1855. 

I HAVE received complaints from the British Agent at Massowah, respecting the 
difficulties which he experiences in obtaining the liberation of slaves imported from 
Abyssinia. 

Inclosed herewith is a copy of the Memorandum by which I have brought the cases 
in question under the immediate consideration of Fuad Pasha. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) STRATFORD DE REDCLIFFE. 


Approve. 
March 29, 1855 


Minute. 

C. 


Inclosure in No. 453. 

Memorandum. 

L’AUTORITE directe et peremptoire de la Sublime Porte est requise pour mettre 
tin h toute entrave mise h l'ex&ution du Finnan Imperial envoye il y a quelque temps a 
Massowah dans le but d'empticher le vente des esclaves tir6s de TAbyssinie. JLe Gouver- 
neur et les Magistrate de Tile, s'ils se s’opposent pas de front aux reclamations des Agents 
Anglais et Fran pus, ne cherchent que trop souvent d&ourner l’effet. Les esclaves, par 
consequent, ne jouissent pas de la protection que le Finnan leur accorde, les Agents des 
Puissances alliees sont ddcredites, et quelquefois on leur impose Tobligation de mettre une 
somme d’argent en depot afin de pouvoir rendre la liberte a quelque malheureuse victime 
d’un trafic repronvd par I'opinion de 1’Europe. 

Des extraits de correspondance officielle se trouvent ci-joints. Leur contcnu est 
fortement recommandd h Tattention serieuse et dclairee du Ministere Ottoman. Le 
Soussigne, fort du droit que lui donnent les faits qui s’y trouvent recites, est convaincu 
que la Porte se hAtera d’dmaner les ordres necessaires pour faire cesser au plutdt et 

• No. 461. f Inclofure in No. 447. 
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complytement on dtat de choses qui ne saurait continuer sans l'expoier h de jnstes 
reproches. 

Therapia, le 10 Novembre, 1855. 

(Signd) STRATFORD DE REDCLIFFE. 


No. 454. 

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Stratford de Redcliffe . 

(No. 1,002.) 

My Lord, Foreign Office, November SO, 1855. 

WITH reference to your Excellency’s despatch No. 946 of the 19th instant, I have 
to state to you that Her Majesty’s Government approve of the steps you have taken to 
call the attention of the Porte to the difficulty which the British Agent at Massowah 
experiences in obtaining the liberation of slaves imported from Abyssinia. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) CLARENDON. 


No. 455. 

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Bruce . 

(No. 24.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, December 3, 1855. 

I INCLOSE for your information a copy of a Memorandum which I have received 
from Mr. Consul Plowden on Abyssinian affairs, and respecting a proposed Abyssinian 
Mission to this country.* 

1 also inclose a copy of an instruction which I have addressed to Mr. Plowden on 
these subjects.f 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) CLARENDON. 




3 X 


Not. 447 tad 461. 



















There is no sale place ol retreat; the King’s prolonged absence, ana ms sue 
owing to the rainy season, having given courage to the discontented in every quarter 


1856. 


No. 456. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received January 1, 1856.) 

(No. 21.) 

My Lord, Gondar, September 2, 1855. 

MY position here is now one of much difficulty and no small danger. The King 
is lost sight of in the Galla country, though there is little doubt of his ultimate 
success. 

I have received sure information that the rebel Chief in Semen is coming in force 
to Gondar, and that his great object is to seize me, hoping to extract large ransom; the 
appearance that I have necessarily kept up as the Representative of Great Britain having 
caused exaggerated reports of my wealth. 


I scarcely know how to send this despatch; and I lniorni your Lordship ot my 
straits, not in any spirit of despondency as to my safety or resources, but to explain any 
delay in my correspondence during the next few months, as it is very possible that I may 
be unable to write again for some time. 

When the King returns these difficulties will, I hope disappear. 

I have, &c. 

wat.tpp PT.nwnF/v 


Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received February 4, 1856.) 

(No. 24.) 

My Lord, Gondar , October 28, 1855. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that my couriers dispatched to the King have at 
last returned. As I reported in my last despatch, the Galias of the Wallo have submitted 
themselves to a man, and the King is now on the borders of Slioa, whose ruler has offered 
to renounce bis title of “ Negoos,” to pay annual tribute, and to surrender himself to the 
King’s pleasure. Whether these terms will be accepted, or others more rigorous imposed, 
is not certain; perhaps a battle will decide, whose result is not doubtful. The King then 
proposes to return by the route of Godjam, destroying in his march those who have 
rebelled in his absence, and will probably remain some time in Tigrd, when his 
policy with regard to Massowah and its neighbourhood, and the Egyptian frontier of 
Taka, will develop itself. Whatever may be the result of his projects, his military talent 
and undaunted energy must excite the admiration of those who know him. 

In my report forming the inclosure to my despatch of the 25th June, 1855, 
I had the honour to state that, in my opinion, the King’s ideas with reference to the 
establishment of a Consulate would shortly be modified. He has now sent to request me 
to remain till I can have another interview with him, and both Mr. Bell and the Aboona 
Salama advise me, if possible, to comply with this request, saying that the King has let 
fall several expressions favourable to my proposals. 


tion to the prospect of a vigorous and undivided rule, and as I wish, if possible, to elicit 
decided proposals from the King, I now purpose to remain a short time, if the state of 
affairs here and my very indifferent health will permit me to do so. 

The rebels from Yemen and the King's Lieutenants are encamped some twenty 
miles from this town, and about the same distance from each other; a battle is daily 
expected, whose result is not material provided the King returns in safety from his 
adventurous campaign. 

1 may mention, as an instance of the ignorance with which I have to contend, that 
the King’s General here is highly indignant with me for not joining him in the field. 
The King himself has ordered every one to pay me the greatest respect. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN 


PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE. LONDON 
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Approve staying. 
February 4, 1856. 


A/twarif. 

C. 


No. 458. 

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Plowden. 

(No. 1.) 

Sir, Foreign Office , February 7, 1856. 

I HAVE to inform you that I approve of your staying at Gondar under the circum- 
ftances reported in your despatch No. 24 of the 28th of October last. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) CLARENDON. 


No. 459. 

Mr. Bruce to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received March 3.) 

(No. 3.) 

My Lord, Alexandria , February 17, 1856. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship copy of a despatch 1 have addressed 
to Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Constantinople, on the position of Massowah, and the 
advantages that would result were the Turkish Government to consent to transfer that 
port to Abyssinia. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) FREDERICK W. A. BRUCE. 


Inclosure in No. 459. 


Mr. Bruce to Lord Stratford de Redcliffe. 


My Lord, Alexandria, February 16, 1856. 

YOUR Lordship is no doubt aware of the rise of a remarkable man in Abyssinia, who, 
under the name of Theodore I, now rules the Abyssinian tribes. 

He has, after uniting the different parts of Northern Abyssinia, reduced the King of 
Sboa to be bis tributary, and has compelled the Gallas and the other southern tribes to 
acknowledge his authority. 

He has latterly returned from this expedition, and now, I am informed, professes his 
intention of seizing Massowah, in order to open a communication for Northern Abyssinia 
with the Red Sea, and at the same time of wresting from Egypt the Soudan and such 
other provinces as in ancient times formed part of the Ethiopeau Monarchy. 

On the frontiers of Egypt there is not much to fear. The Viceroy’s troops are suffi¬ 
ciently numerous and disciplined to check any approaches of the Abyssinians in that 
quarter. But in Massowah the case is different. The Turkish garrison is small, and has 
no footing beyond the island on which the town is situated. 

The lowlands between it and the hills of Abyssinia are occupied by predator}' tribes, 
who render the roads unsafe, and by depriving the Governor of the revenue he might 
derive from commerce, oblige him to connive at the Slave Trade, as the only means of 
satisfying the demands of his soldiery. 

Owing to this necessity, the firmans obtained by your Excellency against the Slave 
Trade carried on from that port have remained a dead letter, and always will remain so 
while the position of the Turkish officials at that place is unaltered. 

Without speculating on the development of trade to be expected in the Red Sea, 
should the projected Muritime Canal be made across the Isthmus of Suez, the railway to 
Suez, which may be completed, I think, within a twelvemonth, will lead to attempts at a 
direct trade with Abyssinia, and as the existing authority at Massowah cannot secure 
safety to merchants and their goods, the injury caused to commercial interests will call for 


a change. 

Your Lordship is better able to judge than myself how far there are Governments not 
unwilling to seize upon a pretext for founding a settlement on the shores of the Red Sea, 
and how far it would be consistent with our interests that any such settlement should be 
formed. 
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The Emperor of Abyssinia has shown himself favourably disposed to the English, and 
has displeased the French Government, by refusing to allow the presence of Jesuit 
Missionaries in Abyssinia. 

He is determined to seize Massowah, both on account of its being necessary to the 
progress of his country, and also because, in the hands of its present rulers, it serves as a 
deposit for kidnapped Christian children. Being close to his resources, he would be able 
to subdue the bail civilized tribes who ac present intercept all communication between it 
and the interior, and would render it the highway for the exports of the rich products of 
the upper country. 

A further advantage would ensue were it possible to induce the Sublime Porte to 
consent to transfer this port to Abyssinia. By giving them access to the Red Sea, the 
Abyssinians would be brought into contact with civilization. The British Government 
would be in a position to make its counsels respected, and it would have a right in consi¬ 
deration of the great service thus rendered through its influence, to insist on the Emperor's 
acquiescing in the existing limits between his country and Egypt. 

I take the liberty of bringing this subject under your Excellency’s notice, in case you 
should think it worthy of consideration. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) FREDERICK W. A. BRUCE. 


No. 400. 

Mr. Bruce to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received March 19.) 

(No. 6.) 

My Lord, Alexandria , March 2, 1856. 

1 HAVE to report to your Lordship the final issue of the investigation, which, in 
obedience to your Lordship’s instructions, I demanded as to the conduct of Khosrew Bey 
in throwing difficulties in the way of the transmission of Mr. Plowden’s correspondence 
from the frontiers of Abyssinia and Egypt. 

The Viceroy ordered the Great Council to examine the affair, and I instructed Mr. 
Messara, ray interpreter, to bring the case before them, and to support it by the depositions 
of several respectable persons, by whom the acts charged against Khosrew Bey were 
sufficiently proved. 

The Council, however, soon showed that their object was not to do justice, but to 
shield the offender. 

They refused to call the witnesses Mr. Messara offered to produce, and drew up a 
garbled statement of what had taken place during the inquiry. This they forwarded to 
the Viceroy, giving, as their opinion, that the charges brought against Khosrew Bey were 
not sufficiently supported, though they shrank from pronouncing his acquittal. 

On my complaining to the Viceroy of the conduct of the Council, he ordered his 
secretary, Kcenig Bey, to go over the papers, and being satisfied by his report of the truth 
of Mr. Plowden’s complaint, his Highness ordered Khosrew Bey to be imprisoned, and 
directed that the accompanying letter should he written as a satisfaction to iter Majesty’s 
Government for the improper conduct of the Bey towards Mr. Plowden. 

As the Bey has been turned out of the Egyptian service, and the measures indicated 
in the inclosure will prevent the recurrence of such proceedings, I wrote a reply, in which 
I ventured to express my conviction that the decision of the Viceroy would be satisfactory 
to Her Majesty’s Government, and in which I left to his Highness to decide for how long 
a term the arrest should endure. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) FREDERICK W. A. BRUCE. 


Minute. 


Express thanks to Viceroy for this proof of his just and friendly feelings towards 
Her Majesty’s Government, 


E. HAMMOND. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 400. 
Stephan Bey to Mr. Bruce. 


M. 1‘Agent et Consul-General, Le Caire, le 7 Fevrier, 1856. 

LE Vice-Roi s’dtant de nouveau fait rcndre compte de la conduite de Khosroof Bey, 
pr^cddemment Gouverneur de Takka, a reconnu que les faits rest& 4 la charge de ce 
fonctionnaire, et notamment les actes qui ont motive la plaicte de M. le Consul 
d’Angleterre en Abyssinie, m^ritaient une punition plus severe que la destitution d£j4 
prononcec contre lui. Son Altesse a, par consequent, juge convenable d’infliger en outre 
4 Khosroof Bey la peine de l'emprisonnement Je suis charge, M. l’Agent et Consul- 
General, de vous faire connaltre cette decision, qui sera certaincrnent 4 vos yeux un nouveau 
emoignage deg sentiments de justice dont Son Altesse est constamment animee. 

Le Vicc-Roi ayant du reste 4 cceur d’assurer la surety de la correspondence des Agents 
Consulaires et des etrangerB etablis dans le Soudan, a adrcsse tant au Gouverneur-Genfral 
de cette contr4e qu'au Gouverneur du Caire I’ordre dc prendre toutes les mesures 
neocssaires pour que les communications avec la capitale et les autres locality aient lieu 
avec toute la promptitude et toutc la security possibles. Son Altesse, M. 1’Agent et 
Consul-G^ndral, se plait 4 penser que les dispositions adoptees 4 cet £gard prdviendront le 
retour des abus et irr^gularites qui ont donne lieu aux reclamations dont vous avez 6l6 
1’organe. 

Lc Vekil du Ministere des Affaires Etrangeres, 

Veuillez, &c. 

(Signe) STEPHAN BEY. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 460. 

Mr. Bruce to Stephan Bey. 

M. le Bey, Le Caire, ce 9 Fevrier, 1856. 

J’Al re^u la lettre que vous m’avez fait l'honneur de madresser le 7 due raois actuel, 


prises par Son Altesse? afin que de tels abus n’aient pas lieu dans l’avenir. 

Le Gouvernemcnt de Sa Majeste appreciera dftment l’impartialit^ qui a dicte la 
decision du Vicc-Roi dans cette affaire, et apprendra avec satisfaction que Son Altesse le 
Vice-Roi a donn£ les ordres ntecssaires pour assurer le prompte et sdre transmission 4 la 
capitale des communications diregees de provinces lointaines. 

Je sais, M. le Bey, que les ordres de Son Altesse et les principes reconnus de 
son administration sont les meillcures garanties qu’on puisse avoir contre la r^pdtition de 
tels actes. Je me rapnorte done enticement h Son Altesse quant 4 la dur£e dc rerapri- 
sonnement du Bey. Je n’ai nullcmcnt l’intention dc provoquer une sentence rigoureuse 
envers un hotnrae qui a souffert la perte de son emploi; mais je crois qu’elle doit Streassez 
forte pour ddmontrer la determination de Son Altesse de punir ceux qui sont coupables 
d’un manque d’dgards envers un fonctionnaire de Sa Majeste Britannique. 

Veuillez, &c. 

(Signd) FREDERICK W. A. BRUCE. 


No. 461. 

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Stratford de Redclijfe. 

(No. 264.) 

My Lord, Paris , March 6, 1856. 

1 HAVE received from Her Majesty’s Agent and Consul General in Egypt a copy of 
his despatch to your Excellency No. 1 of the 16th ultimo, explaining the grounds on which 
he considers it is desirable that the Sultan should consent to transfer the port of Massowah 
to the Government of Abyssinia ; and I have to instruct your Excellency to aavise the 
Porte to enter into nn arrangement for the transfer of Massowah, which appears to be of no 
importance to Turkey, and which she will not be able to protect in the event of the 
operation contemplated by the Rulers of Abyssinia being carried into effect. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) CLARENDON. 


The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Bruce. 


£ 


o. 4.) 


Foreign Office, March 7, 1856. 

I HAVE to state to you, in reply to your despatch No. 3 of the 17th of February, 
that I entirely concur with you as to the advantage which would result trom the transfer 
of Massowah to Abyssinia; and I have instructed Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Constan¬ 
tinople, with reference to your despatch to his Excellency of the 16th ultimo, to advise 
the Porte to enter into an arrangement with the Rulers of Abyssinia to that effect. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) CLARENDON. 


No. 463. 

The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Bruce. 

(No. 9.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, March 22, 1856. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 6 of the 2nd of March, and I have to instruct 
you to express to the Viceroy of Egypt the thanks of Her Majesty’s Government for the 
proof he has given of his just and friendly feelings towards them by punishing Khosroof 
Bey lor throwing difficulties in the way of the transmission of Mr. Plowden’s correspon¬ 
dence from Abyssinia through Egypt. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) CLARENDON. 


No. 464. 

Consul Plouden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received April 2, 1856.) 

(No. 22.) . 7 

My Lord, ^ Oondar, September 30, 1855. 

I IIA\ E the honour to state that I have been at my post in Abyssinia, and in the 
execution of my duties, during the whole of the quarter ended this day. 

I have, Sec. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 465. 

Consul Plow den to the Earl of Clarendon.—tReceived April 2, 1856.) 

(No. 23.) v 

Oondar, October 19,1835. 

1 HAVE sent repeated couriers to the King of Abyssinia during the past rainy 
season, none of whom have yet returned. I learn, however, that after an arduous 
campaign, in spite of the difficulties of hail, rain, and swollen torrents; a cold country 
without shelter or fuel, hunger, disease, and the incessant attacks of the Galla-horse, 
bold, restless, and numerous as Cossacks; he has crushed or subdued those formidable 
warriors. It is further currently reported that he is now rapidly advancing to attack the 
King of Shoa. 

He has heard that all Abyssinia is in rebellion in his rear, but with characteristic 
sileri ^cf a I ten ti° n to these reports, and envelopes his own designs in profound 

The rebels from Semen, about 8,000 strong, have advanced to within one day’s 
•]? urn ^ °; Y- ar » aDt * there will probably be a battle in this neighbourhood, in which 
t e Kings Lieutenants have, I think, little chance. There is no great safety here now, 
n . or „ c . an \, 1 m y wa J to Massowah yet. As soon as any of my couriers return I 
snail be able to give more correct information of the King’s movements and prospect of 
success ; and on his success depends the future position of Abyssinia as a nation. I do 
not doubt of the victorious result of his expedition to Shoa. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 

----- 
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No. 466. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Receivetl April 2, 1856.) 

No. 26.) * » 

M j Lord, Gondar, November 26, 1855. 

WITH reference to my last despatch, I hare the honour to inform you that the 
rebel Chief* has been encamped at Gondar during eight days, and has levied contributions. 
It was thought probable that he would attempt to possess himself of my person, but it 
does not appear that he ever contemplated such violence. He even, at my intercession, 
set at liberty a French merchant whom he had chained, for a very small ransom. The 
King’s Generals having declined to offer battle he has now marched towards Begemder; 
his future movements being uncertain. 

The Kingdom of “ Shoa ” has entirely submitted itself to the King Theodoras, who 
has appointed there a Governor, and is believed to be now in pursuit of the Negoos of 
that country who has fled to the Gallas. This Negoos is the son of Sahela Selassee, 
who signed a Treaty with the British Government. 

All opposition having been now subdued in that quarter, the return of the King is 
expected daily. Those who have rebelled here, in the vain hope that the difficulties of his 
expedition would overwhelm the King, will then scarcely find a shelter from his vigorous 
arm. 

I dispatch a courier to him to-morrow, and hope soon to learn his exact intentions 
with reference to my propositions. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 467. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received April 2, 1856.) 

(No. 26.) 

My Lord, Gondar , November 28, 1855. 

AFTER the rebel forces left Gondar, as I informed you in my last, the King’s 
generals followed them, and a battle ensued, in which the latter were beaten, as I 
expected. 

The whole country is now in the hands of the rebels, and I can only hope for the 
King’s speedy return to end this confusion, and enable me to find a road, which at present 
is impossible. 

The French merchant whom I had put at liberty, as mentioned in my despatch 
No. 25, having insisted on leaving this town, in spite of my urgent entreaties, is now again 
in chains, having had a narrow escape of his life. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 468. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received June 30.) 

(No. 27.) 

My Lord, Gondar, December 15, 1855. 

AFTER their victory mentioned in my last despatch, the rebels returned to Gondar 
and levied further contributions. This was an anxious week; but having made many 
friends during niy stay in Abyssinia, my house was unmolested. 

I have the honour to inform you also that the French merchant, named M. Lefebvre, 
formerly a lieutenant in the French navy, alluded to in despatches Nos. 25 and 26, as 
being in chains for the second time, as been again set free at my instance. 

I have brought him back to Gondar, and having discovered that he is insane, and 
has been so probably for years past, I have prepared a report for the Consul-General of 
France in Egypt, of which I do not think it necessary now to send a copy. In the mean¬ 
time 1 have been obliged to put him under restraint until 1 can find means of sending 
him to Massowah; difficult at any time in the state he is in, much more so now when the 
country is absolutely without a Government; and my own position, owing to the King’s 
absence, critical enough to demand all my attention and caution. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


/ 


• Dej«j Negoosie. See No. 488. 


r 
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Minute. 


Approve. Lord Cowley, for communication. 

June 30, 1855. C. 


No. 469. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received June 30, 1856.) 

S lo. 28.) 

j Lord, Gondar , December 22, 1855. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that the King has sent messengers to all parts 
of Abyssinia to announce his complete success in Shoa. 

He pursued, with his usual vigour, the Negoos of that country into the forests to the 
south, where the latter had taken refuge after setting fire to most of his property. 

There the Negoos died of sickness; and the King, having satisfied himself of the 
identity of the body, returned to Shoa, which is now completely submitted to him. The 
Gallas called Abitcho, not far from Goorague, proud and unconquered horsemen, having 
refused to acknowledge him, received a speedy lesson, leaving 1,000 of their number 
dead on the field, besides wounded and prisoners. 

I trust in a few weeks to be able to meet the King somewhere, which is desirable, 
as I shall then be able to bring written proposals from him to the British Government, 
and shall also gain some insight into his ideas respecting the Egyptian frontier, a subject 
on which Her Majesty’s Consul-General in Egypt lately wrote to me. 

The King has written to me, through Mr. Bell, requesting me to await his return, 
which he says will be almost immediate. 

The army of the King has now recovered from the extreme hardship of its campaign 
in the rainy season. He can now add to his levies the numerous horse of Shoa and 
the Gallas, and he has taught his troops what Abyssinians never before learnt—confidence 
in themselves and in their General. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 470. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received June 30, 1856.) 

(No. 29.) 

My Lord, Gondar , December 31, 1855. 

I HAVE the honour to state that I have been at my post in Abyssinia, and in 
the execution of my duties, during the whole of the quarter ended this day. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 471. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon .—(Received June 30.) 

(No. 1.) 

My Lord, Gondar, February 8, 1856. 

SINCE my despatch No. 28 of the 22nd December, 1855, 1 have been obliged to 
leave Gondar. 

The King’s cousin, named Mackwonen, escaped from the fortress where he had 
been confined for seventeen years, and having obtained assistance from the rebels of 
Semen, and engaged them to return to Gondar with him, he speedily collected a large 
force. As I could no longer remain safely here, I watched the moment when the army 
of Semen retired again towards that province, and went out by night, just escaping the 
advanced guard of one army, and the rear-guard of the other; I then retreated to the 
Province of Bellasa, still faithful to the King, and was there well received. Subsequently 
Mackwonen, after having plundered several districts, encountered the King’s troops and 
was killed; after which the country about Gondar being again in the hands of the King’s 
Governors, and comparatively quiet for the moment, I returned here. 

I have no certain news of the King, but it is reported that he has passed beyond 














no 

Shoa to Hurrur, in the Somanli country; and having been everywhere victorious is now 
returning. If this is true, I shall soon be able to communicate with him. 

I have, ftc. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


Consul Plow dsn to the Karl of Clarendon.—(Received June 30.) 

(No. 2.) ^ 

My Lord, Gondar t February 17, 1856. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that I have just received intelligence from 
Massowah of the revolt of the Naib of Arkeeko against the Turkish rule. He has burnt 
those villages on the coast whose inhabitants refused to join him, and has withdrawn men 
and cattle into the Shiho districts; he is followed by some thousands of armed men, and 
has established a blockade of Massowah, permitting no one to pass to or from Abyssinia. 
He has treated Europeans with courtesy, and up to the date of my information, the 28th 
December, had not touched any of our residences on the mainland. 

I have reported to your Lordship more than once the circumstances under which the 
Turks established a fortress at Arkeeko. It was done by a Governor named Ismail 
Hakki, about nine years since, and was an act of arbitrary violence; this occurred under 
the Egptian rule. Previous to that time, and while Massowah was subordinate to the 
Pasha of the He^j&z, there was a Treaty between the Naibs and the Turkish Government 
whereby the Island of Massowah only, and the customs duties on all caravans from 
Abyssinia, were ceded to the latter. 

The Naib was otherwise quite independent on the mainland : he received, moreover, 
from Jiddah a salary of 12,000 dollars per annum in consideration of his observance of the 
above Treaty, of his permitting the free transit of fresh water from the mainland to Mas- 
aowah, and of his swearing allegiance to the Sultan, as the Head of the Mussulman faith. 

After the removal of Ismail Hakki, and the restoration of Massowah to the Pashalic 
of Jiddah in 1848, the Ottoman Government refused to return to the ancient accord, and 
took advantage of what had been done by Egypt, retained the fortress built at Arkeeko, 
and refused all payments to the Naib, making use of him only to collect tribute from the 
different tribes along the coast. 

The present Naib, a man of intelligent and resolute character, now demands the 
restoration of the former Treaty, the demolition of the fortress of Arkeeko, and the 
annual payment of 12,000 dollars : there is little doubt that he meditates an attack on 
Maasowah; and if the King Theodoras returns from Shoa, will perhaps solicit his powerful 
aid, and become his liege subject. 

This is the state of the case without referring too far back in history, or to those 
times when Massowah was in possession of the Christian King of Abyssinia. 

The 1 urks having destroyed the power of the Naibs, did uot send a sufficient force 
to rule the tribes along the coast, nor could they have done so without great expense, 
that could only be repaid by subsequent conquests in Abyssinia. The Abyssinian Chiefs 
again having abandoned, de facto , the coast for sixty or seventy miles from the sea, that 
territory became a desert, and a scene of disorder and robbery, dangerous to travellers 
and merchants, unprofitable to its scanty population, and a very difficult anomaly to 
public officers, as while three parties claimed it—the Turks, the Naib, and the Abyssinian 
Chief of Tigr6—no one governed it. 

The revolt of the Naib having now forced this question into consequence, the best 
course must be considered, how should these lawless regions be restored to some whole¬ 
some rule, and how, and when, should the British Government interfere to effect this ? 

As the Ottoman Government in the Red Sea cannot furnish armies large enough to 
protect commerce or property on the mainland, it should, if it still wishes to retain its 
hold in this quarter, strictly confine itself to the occupation of the Island of Massowah, 
fortify it well, and make arrangements for obtaining water by supplies from Dahilec, and 
by cisterns. Is it worth its while to do so ? The Naib can collect 15,000 men in a very 
difficult mountainous country from which he can at all times completely suppress the 
Abyssinian trade; if he calls in and obtains the assistance of Tigr£, he will liave 
20,000, and 2,000 matchlocks; if the Abyssinian King returns and claims the Naib as 
his lieutenant, Massowah in its present state will not hold out a week. 

The Ottoman Government, too proud to acknowledge its weakness, refuses to treat 
with the Abyssinian King on equal footing, pretending to claim a country in which it has 
never held a foot of ground. 


No. 472. 


271 


To fortify Massowah will cost money, and to maintain troops there will be expensive; 
to remain idly at Massowah, the Slave Trade being abolished, and the caravans and 
supplies from Abyssinia being stopped, must be very unprofitable to the rulers, and very 
hurtful to our Indian or European traders. ..._ 

If a large army be sent even to attack the Naib in his hills, the result will be 
doubtful, the expense great, and a collision with the Abyssinian King almost certain. 

There is, then, only one way in which the Turkish Government can retain possession 
of Massowah—by making a Treaty to that effect with the Sovereign of Abyssinia, who 
will then force the Naib to observe that Treaty; and even in that case the abolition of 
the Galla Slave Trade has destroyed half the value of the Colony in Turkish eyes: 
moreover, I do not believe that the present Abyssinian King Theodoras will consent to 
abandon that island. Even if the Turkish Governor now concludes a peace with the 
Naib, the King on his return will not ratify it; and will, in his turn, claim the Naib as 
his subject and Massowah as his right. 

Is the Ottoman Government, then, prepared to defend that possession by force of 
arms, seeing that even if the garrison should repel the Abyssinian attacks, the island will 
remain in a state of perpetual blockade and a useless incumbrance, unless, in concert with 
Egypt, a large army be sent to attack in their turn the Abyssinian? ? 

These contingencies it is well now to consider, as the character of the present 
Monarch, together with the events now passing on the coast, render them very probable. 

I think that wc should now in no way interfere until the King returns, when he will 
probably confer with me on the subject; that, in the meantime, every man-of-war that 
may touch at Massowah should receive instructions to observe strict neutrality, and only 
to protect on board, or in the Island of Massowah, Europeans and their property—instruc¬ 
tions to which effect should be sent to the Governor of Aden. The quarrel must not be 
considered as one between savages and a civilized people, but as one involving future 
interests, which a false step may seriously complicate. 

The Governor of Massowah has already warned the Europeans resident on the 
mainland that they should retire into the island, and that if they refuse he can no longer 
hold himself responsible for their safety. 

When the Ayssinian King returns—if he consents to receive British Consuls in his 
dominions, as he has already promised protection to European commerce and travellers— 
I shall then recommend that arrangements be made for handing Massowah over to him, 
its possession by the Turks on present terms being nearly useless to themselves, and a 
mere obstacle to commerce and civilization. The Naib will then, as Chief of those 
districts on the coast, now in so disgraceful a state, restore order and security; and, as 
responsible to a superior able to exact obedience, will find it his interest to observe our 
Treaties with that King; unity of interests and Government will be established from the 
sea to the Gallns; and Abyssinia will be brought directly in contact with Europe; from 
which we must hope for happy results. 

If even on the death of the King, anarchy should ensue, our own power on the coast 
will protect our subjects and property, without involving, as at present, long and delicate 
discussions with European Powers; but this theme must be reserved for a future day. 

If, on the other hand, the King refuses to receive our officers or our proposals, and 
haughtily appeals to arms alone as his arbitrator with Egypt and Turkey, it will then be 
submitted by me as a question for Her Majesty’s Government to decide whether we 
should leave the Contending Parties to measure their respective strength—a struggle 
which would probably end in the conquest of Abyssinia by the Mahometans; or whether 
we should restore to the Abyssinian King the territories he demands, and trust to time 
and conciliation for overcoming his jealousy in respect to foreign Consulates as regards 
their judicial powers. 

If he lives and prospers, I hope that his intelligence will lead him to adopt most of 
our views cordially; and he is the only man that will be capable of vanquishing the 
jealousy and vanity of his subjects. 

If he does not return, the question will materially change; no one will be found to 
replace him ; and even Turkish apathy will then be better than Abyssinian misgovemment 
and cupidity. 

To give your Lordship some idea of the daring campaign that the King has made 
into countries hitherto unknown, and without keeping up his communications, I may 
mention that we have no message from his camp later than the 23rd of November last, 
and that few Abyssinians even believe that he will ever return. I need not say how my 
difficulties are increased by this feeling; but I believe that he will return, and in such 
manner and so triumphant as to justify my opinion of his character and good fortune. 

The tribes on the coast call loudly for me to effect some settlement between the 
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Turks and the Naib; but I consider mj more important duty to be here, as my departure 
would be the signal for revolt, and would enfeeble utterly the remaining partisans of the 
King: independent of the many difficulties of the road, this alone would decide me to 
remain. I must not lightly throw away the influence that I have acquired with all tribes 
and classes from Massowah to the Gallas, which neither the King’s absence, nor the 
conflict of parties, has yet been able to weaken or destroy. 

The interruption of communication with Europe, and the cessation of all my 
supplies, money included, occasion me also no small inconvenience. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


Minute. 

Approve proceedings. Copy to Lord Stratford, who will inquire views of the Porte. 
To Admiralty and India Board, that neutrality should be observed by ships of war and 
authorities at Aden. 

C. 

June 30, 1856. 


No. 473. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received June 30.) 

(No. 3.) 

My Lord, Gondar , March 5, 1856. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that my messenger to the King has returned 
with letters from him. He had led his army as far as Hurrur, and having vanquished 
several Galla tribes, took prisoner the son of the late Negoos of Shoa, with almost all 
his nobles. He then returned to Shoa, to Ankobur, from whence he writes to me. 

The King says that he quite understands the difficulty of my position here; but 
in reply to my application to retire, if he does not intend soon to return, he urgently 
requests me to remain at all hazards, as he wishes to confer with me on many important 
matters. He says that he shall leave Shoa as soon as he has received the remaining 
revenues; and after punishing the rebels in Godjam, and his own Governors, who have 
been remiss or faithless, intends to reach Tigre before the rainy season in July. 

Respecting the Egyptian frontier, he has requested me to reply, through the same 
medium of Her Majesty’s Consul-General, in his name, as follows :— 

“ I, the King, am engaged in a distant war. My Governors were left with orders 
to protect my territories simply, till my return. Till now Ethiopia has been without a 
Sovereign, but now that by the grace of God I wear the Crown, I shall not depart from 
those usages that become all Sovereigns. If you receive any further communication 
from Egypt before my return, refer it to me.” 

In a private note through Mr. Bell, he says, “ Answer for me as you think best for 
my dignity and your own. I am ready for peace or war.” 

While conquering Pagan kingdoms, leading his numerous forces safely through 
regions quite unknown, and changing the laws and institutions of Shoa, this singular 
man, regardless of rebellion in his rear, or murmurs among his troops, has also dared to 
commence a total reform in his army, marshalling the soldiers into regiments, appoint¬ 
ing officers of different grades, fixing their pay and the number of their private servants, 
and also mixing up soldiers from several provinces at random in those regiments, thus 
striking a mighty blow against the feudal system, under which the men clustered round 
the Chief of their native district, and followed him only in obedience or in revolt. 

I am about to write that I shall strive to remain here till June next; though it will 
be by no means easy to do so unless the King speedily appears. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 
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No. 474. 


Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received June 30.) 

2?° I*^d Gondar , April 22, 1856. 

7 THE road to and from Massowah having been shut for months past, except for an 
occasional and well-aecreted letter, I have been unable to obtain official writing paper, 
and must therefore request indulgence for this informality. 

I have the honour to inform you, with reference to my last despatch, that the King 



_purposes, 

to communicate freely with Europe. 

The rebels in Godjam, and all the provinces between Gondar and Shoa, are dispersed 
or taken, and all is tranquil; but the roads to the north, between this and Massowah, are 

in a state of wild confusion for the present. . ^ , , 

I am advised by my Agent at Massowah that the Governor of that place has 
obtained the aid of Egyptian troops, and not satisfied with attacking the Naib, has also 
ravaged a portion of Hamasayn, carrying away many Christian prisoners, and treating 
them with cruelty. It is obvious that if the Turkish Government treats the King of 
Abyssinia as a barbarian, and attacks his territories without notice ot war, he will be 

iustified in making reprisals in like manner. 

The determined jealousy with which the Ottoman Government has ever met my 
mission to this country, in the fear that what it still affects to call a tributary Province 
should be acknowledged as an independent nation, has again been manifested. Orders 
have been given by the Governor of Massowah to attack the Provinces of Mensa and 
Mogos, to respect which precise orders have been so often apparently sent, on my^pre¬ 
sentations, and at the instance of Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Constantinople. Doubt¬ 
less that Government calculates on wearing out my patience, and that such insigmhcant 
matters will not be insisted on by the British authorities. , 

The Slave Trade is still carried on at Massowah in defiance of the Sultan s 1 rocia- 

^^Twish to put Her Majesty’s Government in possession of these facts, but do not 
recommend that any steps should be taken until I can furnish more details, and until the 
Kind’s arrival in Tigre, when doubtless war will break out on a more serious scale, or 
peace will be due to the interference of Her Majesty’s Government, Turkish policy being 
seemingly unprepared for either. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 475. 


Mr. Bruce to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received June 30.) 

My^Lord, Alexandria, June 20, 1856. 

J IN forwarding Mr. Plowden’s despatches, I inclose copy of a letter from Mr. Barroni, 
from which it appears that the attack on the Christian territory therein alluded to was not 
made in consequence of orders from the local Government here, but by the Turkish 
Governor of Massowah, and that the officer in command of the Egyptian troops had refused 
obedience when ordered to attack Mensa, Mogos, and Senhait. 

The object of these attacks is, no doubt, plunder and slaves, by means of which only 

the Governor can pay his troops. ... . ,. , 

The answer sent to me by the King of Abyssinia is not in reply to your Lordship s 
despatch, which had not then reached him. It is the answer to a private letter I addressed last 
summer to Mr. Plowden, on receipt of his information on King Theodore’s ambitious views, 
and in which I urged him to recommend King Theodore not to commence a predatory 
warfare on the frontier, in the event of his having matters in dispute with the Turks, but 
to proceed in a manner becoming a Sovereign by diplomatic steps at the Porte. 

This advice seems to have prtWuced some effect; but I fear that these most injudicious 
inroads on Christian provinces made by the Turkish Governor will lead to reprisals, and 
that a war will spring up between this country and Abyssinia. 

Independently, however, cf this untoward event, 1 think that the language of King 
Theodore’s message to me, and Mr. Plowden’s account of his character, and of the circum- 

4 A 
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stances of the country, afford no ground for hoping that the King will listen to any 
reasonable terms of accommodation, should he succeed in combining together the discordant 
elements of the Abyssinian monarchy. He will hardly be able to break down thoroughly 
the feudal system, and to supersede the relation between the Chiefs and their retainers, by 
attachment to the person of the Monarch, unless he can propose some object of ambition, 
which will excite the sympathy of all classes, and can gratify by conquest the aspirations 
thus formed. Such an object he finds in the restoration of the Christian Empire of 
Abyssinia, and it is singular to see the interest with which his career is watched, even in 
Egypt, by the enlightened Copts and their priesthood. They do not conceal their ardent 
vows for his success. 

It is evident that in this critical state of affairs the Turkish Governor of Massowah 
has acted with the greatest imprudence in breaking with the Naib of the neighbouring 
districts on the mainland, and still mere in going out of his wav to invade an unoffending 
Christian territory. This last act, with the encouragement given to the Slave Trade, 
contrary to the orders of the Porte, will afford King Theodore a plausible pretext for 
attacking the Turkish Settlement at Massowah. The Egyptians will be called in to assist, 
and a war will be undertaken to retain a fort which is of no use whatever, except as a 
slave barracoon. 

Halim Pasha, the Viceroy’s brother, who last winter solicited and obtained the 
government of the Soudan, has returned to Cairo, thereby affording another instance of the 
inconstancy and frivolity of these princes. The heat and the cholera, which broke out at 
Khartoum, the capital, frightened him away. 

Said Pasha has shown no disposition hitherto to attack the Abyssinians in that 
quarter, and his force is only sufficient to maintain order. 

But if they invade the provinces, which of late years have been considered as forming 
part of Egypt, he will not be sorry to have an opportunity of meeting them in the field. 

I have, Stc. 

(8igned) FREDERICK W. A. BRUCE. 


Minute. 


Lord Stratford will 
conduct of the Governor. 


strongly remonstrate against this unjustifiable and ill-advised 
Inform Mr. Bruce. 

C. 


Inclosure in No. 475. 

Mr. Barroni to Mr. Bruce. 

Sir, Massowah, May 14, 1856. 

TO-DAY I received from Mr. Plowden the inclosed despatch, and according to his 
orders, L beg to inform you that l protested to this Governor for the violated Amasayn 
territory, Abyssinian province, by the Egyptian troops. 

This Governor considered for nothing my protest, but, after which the chief of the 
Egyptian soldiers, Ali Aga, fearing responsibility, refused for three times the order of this 
Governor to go to Mensa, Mogos, and Senhait; and so those provinces have been saved 
till to-day by the invasion of the Egyptians. The chief of the garrison of Massowah 
refiised also the order that he received from this Governor to invade the same Christian 
provinces. 

The commerce of Slave Trade, renewed here on the 24th March past, and more than 
300 Gallas slaves have been sold in this market of Massowah, and this Custom house 
took his right for them as formerly. This commerce is protected by this Governor Emin 
Effendi, and by the chief of the Egyptian troops. 

When slavery was prohibited here by the order from the Sultan, all the slaves who 
remained at Massowah were sold by contraband, protected by this Governor. 

I have, &c. 

^(Signed) R. BARRONI. 
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No. 476. 

The Earl of Clarendon to Jjord Stratford de Redcliffe. 

2y Lord? Foreign Office , July 2, 1856. 

I TRANSMIT for your Excellency’s information copies of a despatch from Mr. Bruce, 
and one from Mr. Consul Plowden • respecting the state of affairs in Abyssinia j and I have 
to instruct your Excellency to remonstrate strongly with the Sublime Porte against the 
unjustifiable and ill-advised conduct of the Governor of Massowah, in attacking the 
Christian provinces in Abyssinia, as reported in the enclosed papers. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) CLARENDON. 


No. 477. 

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Stratford de Redclife. 

(No. 745.) 

My Lord, Foreign Office , July 2, 1856. 

1 TRANSMIT for your Excellency’s information a copy of a despatch from Mr. 
Consul Plowden,t reporting that the Naib of Arkeeko had revolted against the Turkish rule, 
and has established a blockade between Massowah and Abyssinia. 

I have to instruct your Excellency to speak to the Reis Effendi upon this matter, and 
to ask him what the views and intentions of the Sublime Porte are with regard to it. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) CLARENDON. 


No. 478. 


The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Plowden. 

^ Foreign Office , July 3, 1856. 

’ YOUR despatches to No. 29 of 1855 and to No. 4 of the present year, both inclu¬ 
sive, have been received at this office. 

With reference to your despatch No. 2 of the 17th of February, giving an account 
of the revolt of the Naib of Arkeeko, I have to acquaint you that your proceedings, as 
reported in your despatch, are approved by Her Majesty's Government. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) CLARENDON. 


No. 479. 

The Earl of Clarendon to Earl Cowley. 

(No. 613.) 

My Lord, Foreign Office , July 4, 1856. 

I INCLOSE, for communication to Count Walewski, copies of despatches from the 
British Consul at Gondar, reporting the steps taken by him on behalf of a French subject 
named Lefebvre.J 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) CLARENDON. 


— 


• Not. 474 *nd 47ft. 
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X No*. 466, 467, end 468. 












The Earl of Clarendon to Co'iuul Plowden 


Lord Cowley to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received July 22.) 

(No. 807.) 

My Lord, Paris, July 20, 1856, 

WITH reference to your Lordship’s despatch, No. 613 of the 4th instant, instructing 
me to the communicate to the Imperial Government the copies of the despatches from the 
British Consul at Gondar, which were therein inclosed, I have the honour to transmit herewith 
a copy of a note which I have received from M. Baroche, expressing the gratitude of the 
Imperial Government, for the kind assistance afforded by Mr. Plowden to Lieutenant Lefebvre, 
under the unfortunate circumstances in which the latter was placed. 

I have &c. 

(8igned) COWLEY. 


Inclosurc in No. 481 


Af. Baroche to Lord Cowley. 

My Lord, Paris, le 18 Juillet, 1856. 

J’AI re$u la lettre en date du 5 de ce mois, par laquelle votre Excellence m'a fait 
l’honneur de me comrauniquer les copies de trois d£p£ches de Mr. Plowden, relatives aux 
malheureuses circonstances dans lesquelles s’est trouv6 M.le Lieutenant de Vaiseau Lefebvre, 
et qui tlmoigncnt du secours aussi empresse qu'efficace que lui a dte spontan&nent pr£td h 
plusieurs reprises par l’Agent Britannique en Abyssinie. 

Je suis heureux, my Lord, d’avoir a vous prier de transmettre au Gouvernement de 
Sa Majesty la Reinc l’expression de la gratitude du Gouvernment de PEmpereur, autant 
pour les demarches de Mr. Plowden qui ont sauv£ notre infortune compatriote d’une mort 
presque certainc, que pour la gracieuse communication que votre Excellence m’a faite 
de la correspondance de cet Agent, sur l’invitation de Lord Clarendon. 

Agrdez, &c. 

(Sign*) F. BAROCHE. 


The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Plowden. 

(No. 4.) 

8ir, Foreign Office , July 26, 1856. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Clarendon to transmit to you, for your information, a 
copy of a note addressed by M. Baroche to Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Paris, in answer 
to the communication which Lord Clarendon had directed his Excellency to make to the 
French Government respecting the assistance rendered by you to the French Lieutenant 
Lefebvre under the circumstances reported in your despatch No. 27 of the loth of 
December last. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) CLARENDON. 


Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon,—{Received October 30.) 

{No. 5.) 

My Lord, Oondar , June 23, 1856. 

I HAVE the honour to inform yon that I went to Godjam, and remained with the 
King about a fortnight 

He intended to have marched at once against the remaining rebels in Tigr*, but 
a fatal cholera attacking the camp so disorganized the army, that he was obliged to 
content himself with sending the ancient chief of Tigrd to try his fortune, and will 
remain here himself till September, at which time he has promised to take me with him 
to Adowa. I cannot find my way to Massowah as things are at present, and I must try 
in the meantime to impress him favourably regarding oar proposals. He has again 
expressed his intention of sending Ambassadors to England as soon as we reach Tigr*, and 
continues to evince towards myself both respect and regard. 

Should the King beat or disperse the remaining rebels, as I confidently expect he 
will, and live a few years, he will be able to pursue his plans for the reformation of the 



or uot, I do not know. Respecting the Ambassadors, I shall of course follow such 
instructions as may be waiting for me at Massowah; I can arrange nothing positive until 
the King reaches Tigr*. 

The cholera is ravaging the country, and scarce any who are attacked recover; it 
last appeared here twenty-two years since, and the consternation it now causes is in propor¬ 
tion to the ignorance of the people, and the incfficacy of medical aid; all business, even 
markets, are suspended. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 484. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received October 30.) 

(No. 6.) 

My Lord, Oondar, June 23, 1856. 

I HAVE the honour to state that I have been at my post in Abyssinia and in the 
execution of my duties, during the quarter ended the 31st March 1856. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


















No. 485. 


Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received February 16, 1857.) 

(No. 7.) 

My Lord, — Oondar , August 5, 1856. 

SINCE my despatch No. 5 of the 23rd June 1856, all communication has been 
interrupted by a very heavy rainy season and bv other dangers. 

The King has remained in the ancient castle of Gondar. The south of Abyssinia, as 
far as Shoa is tranquil, the north is in the hands of a rebel chief, who has collected a large 
army in TigrA As no military movements are possible until October, matters must 
remain in tnis position till then, when either the rebels will disperse, or one more battle 
will decide between anarchy and order—between a vigorous monarchy, or a feudal 
oligarchy and consequent barbarism. 

I Bee the King frequently. He revolves many plans for reforming the Government 
that can not yet be executed; he pays me great respect, and firmly intends to send an 
Embassy to England as soon as we arrive in TigrA I do not press him on the subject 
of the Consulate, or other Representative here of England, as I see that he is considering 
the matter seriously, and, I think, favourably, and it is my opinion that he will accede 
sooner or later to all reasonable requests ; but it must not be forgotten that he yields in 
all things to the pressure of reason and not of fear, and that, as an absolute monarch, he 
has but little to wish for from us. His mind is principally bent on the reform and 
discipline of his army; in all respects a very remarkable man. 1 lad he means proportionate 
to his energy and courage, he would do great things. 

I think that a Resident without defined judicial powers would more suit his spirit and 
the constitution of the country than a Consul with such powers as have been accorded to 
us by Mahometan Princes under the influence of fear; and this modification of our 
proposals would remove a great cause of not unreasonable jealousy. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


Minutes. 

What are our proposals ? 

C. 


Annexed is a copy of the Treaty concluded by Mr. Plowden with the Ras Ali of 
Abyssinia in 1849. It would seem that the present King will not recognize that Treaty, 
which has consequently become a nullity. The King will not even consent to receive a 
Consul, which was fully conceded by the Ras. The Treaty of 1849 conferred judicial 
powers on the Consul. Mr. Plowden thinks that a Resident without defined judicial 
powers would be more acceptable to the King and suitable to the constitution of the 
country. I presume, therefore, that “our proposals” are the same as those which 
were conceded by the Ras Ali in the Treaty of 1849. 

F. B. ALSTON. 

February 21, 1857. 


I think that the King ought to be reminded that good faith should prevent hit 
repudiation of the Treaty, and that if he objects to any of the provisions he should 
propose modifications, and we might as well give up the judicial powers. Were they 
inserted in the Treaty at Mr. Plowden’s recommendation ? 

C. 

February 21, 1857. 
















280 



I cannot remember whether there waa any particular recommendation as to the 
insertion of the Jurisdiction Article in the Treaty with Abyssinia. I consider it was put 
in as a matter of conrse in dealing with a wild country, so as to have the means of acting 
there under the Foreign Jurisdiction Act. £ HAMMOND 


No. 480. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received February 16, 1857.) 

Illy Lord, Gondar, August 5, 1856. 

J I HAVE the honour to state that I have been at my post in Abyssinia and in the 
execution of my duties during the whole of the quarter ended on the 30th of June, 

1850. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 487. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received February 16, 1857.) 

My Lord, Gondar , September 30, 1856. 

J I HAVE the honour to state that I have been at my post in Abyssinia, and in the 
execution of my duties, during the whole of the quarter ended this day. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 488. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received February 16. 1857.) 

Sy Lori Gondar , October 5, 1856. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that the King is still in Gondar awaiting the fall 
of the River Takazzee; his Ras, or General, has chastised some remaining rebels in 

Godjam. . i 

Tigre is occupied by Dejaj Negoosee that Chief who last year seized. Gondar, 

taking advantage of the King’s absence in Shoa ;• two-thirds ot that province are, 
however, in the possession of governors sent by the King, under the direction ot Dejaj 
Kasai, the son of Sabagadis, who only await the favourable season and his orders to begin 

I must now refer your Lordship to my despatch No. 10 of the 26th June, 1K55. 
M. de Jacobis has visited Dejaj Negoosee in Tigri, has obtained lus permission, worth 
what it may be, to preach the Romish creed under his protection, and has promised to 
assist his arms in every way, even, if possible by a French force. 1 make no comment on 
this proceeding, as it can astonish neither the opponents nor the iriends ot the liomish 

My agent at Massowah writes to me that the A ice-Consul of France there expressed 
his opinion w that Dejaj Negoosee should be supported in every way by France on account 
of the Roman Catholics , that he had written in those terms to his Minister, and telt 
confident of a favourable answer.” On what he grounds his confidence, I know not; but 
while I think it right to inform your Lordship of these occurrences, I teel equally sure 
that the French Government, whose travellers or merchants the king ot Abyssinia has 
expressed his willingness to receive, will in no way respond to a call adverse to justice, 
and to the intelligence of our age; in the meantime this open support of rebels and this 
feeble attempt to retard the prospects of tranquillity and good government in Abyssinia, 
are but poor returns for his courteous letter to the Vice-Consul ot France at Massowah 
admitting the claims of all strangers to his kindness, but denying the nght of the Romish 
Church to interfere in his realms. 


• See No. 466. 
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The King is too much influenced bv the Coptic Aboona and priesthood, but by his 
general character merits the support of all Europeans interested in the desire to civilise 
this portion of Africa by fair and gentle means. The Roman Catholic missionaries appear 
to think that their end can be equally gained by encouraging bloodshed and anarchy 
At present they will be disappointed, and the King will dispose of his adversary within I 
think, two months. Whatever may be the issue of the stniggle, I trust that the French 
Government will not be misled or inflamed by idle and interested reports from those 
gentlemen, and will believe that the King is as well-disposed towards the French as 
towards the English, except when they appear as supporters of the Roman Catholic 
claims. 

The King continues firm in his intention of sending an Embassy to England, and 
will then probably write his ideas respecting a Consulate or Embassy here, and his 
modified acceptance of our proposals. 

Until the country is entirely submitted to him, it is, as I before wrote, of 
importance to secure his agreement to forms; his mind is daily inclining towards us, and 
he wishes for our assistance to discipline his army, and to introduce reforms into his 
Government 

I have cast my lot with his, and his very respect and affection for me have created 
numerous enemies among those who have so long flourished on disorder. 

His failure would put an end to all hopes of Europe interfering in Abyssinia, save 
by the sword. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


Approve conduct. 
February 16, 1857. 


Minute. 

C. 


2 ? L) 

I AM 
the line of 
Abyssinia, 


No. 489. 

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Plowden. 

A . . , . , Foreign Office, February 23, 1857. 

directed by the Lari of Clarendon to convey to you his Lordship’s approval of 
conduct which you have pursued with regard to the present state of affairs in 
as reported in your despatch No. 10 of the 5th of October last 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) CLARENDON. 


No. 490. 

(No 11) ° 0,MW/ Pl ° WdC1% t0 the Earl Clarendon - —(Received March 2, 1857.) 

^ kor<£ ... _ Emfras, November 10, 1856. 

11 is onlv a few days since that I have been able to receive copies of despatches from 
the foreign Office, Nos 1 and 10of last year; even these were tom open on the road,and 
escaped destruction by the merest chance. 

With reference to No. 2 of the 16th February, 1855, I hare the honour to state that 
1 have, as instructed, expressed to the King the satisfaction with which Her Majesty’s 

dominions 11 * “* re8arded h “ mteDtion to prohibit the exportation of slaves from his 

J®* Majesty still retains this intention, though circumstances hare as yet prevented 
the full accomplishment of it. * v 

I have, 8cc. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 
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No. 491. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received Mareh 2, 1857.) 

S To. 12.) 

yLora, ’ Emfrat , November 11, 1856. 

HAVING learnt by your Lordship’s despatch No. 3 of the 17th April, 1855, and 
its inclosure, that a Finnan has been sent to Massowah, respecting the reception of 
Christian evidence in Mahommedan criminal courts. I have the honour to state, that I 
now send instructions to my agent at that place to lay the same formally before the Turkish 

authorities. , . , , . 

If any special interpretation of the Firman should be attempted as respects the 
evidence of Abyssinians, 1 shall communicate it after my own arrival at Massowah. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 492. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received March 2, 1857.) 

f No 13) 

My Lord, Emfras, November 11, 1856. 

IN acknowledging your Lordship’s despatch of the 20th November, 1855, No. 9, 

I have the honour to state that I have used, and shall continue to use what small influence 
I have, to dissuade the Abyssinian authorities from religious persecution. 

It is not to be expected however that my voice should be as effective as that of a 
resident in a native court of India, with armies at his back, and my strength is strictly 
limited to such powers of persuasion as I may possess. First, with regard to the per¬ 
secution of Mahomedans. Up to this time the King has not forced a single individual of 

that creed to change his faith. . . 

The King has overthrown the Galla dynasty, that partially ruled Abyssinia for seventy 
years; and whilst he was engaged in military operations last year, these Gallas from 
Worrabaimano burnt down several churches, the King then uttered the threat of forcing 
them to acknowledge Christianity, and either to rebuild the numerous churches destroyed 
by them in the last 200 years, or to quit his territories. This therefore appears to me a 
political and dynastic question rather than a religious one. 

The Gallas, who formerly invited the interference of Mahoramed All Pasha, would, 
had thev the power, uproot Christianity in Abyssinia ; the King must therefore be regarded 
in his wars with them, as the bulwark of an ancient church, that has resisted through 
many ages the increasing attacks of Mahomedans. 

The question of the expulsion of the Roman Catholic mission is a more delicate one, 
and since that mission has openly espoused the cause of those chiefs who still are in arms 
against the King’s authority in Tigr£ he is naturally more incensed against it. Unless 
defeated by an armed force, he will never consent to the residence of Roman Catholic 
teachers in his territories, In perusing my despatches your Lordship will not forget that I 
am writing from a country in a mediaeval state, whose intercourse with the rest of the 
world has been more bounded than that of Borneo or Japan ; and which should not be 
iudged according to the standard of Europe in the nineteenth century; yet several of its 
institutions, and the general justice and humanity of its administration under the present 
King would lose little by the comparison with some modern periods. 

He is an honest man, and strives to be just, and though firm, far from cruel; if he 
sometimes errs through ignorance or mistaken religious zeal, we shall I trust deal tenderly 
with such faults, rather than abandon Abyssinia to hopeless anarchy, to barbarous foes, or 

to foieign conquest. . n 

While on this subject of persecution, I may inform your Lordship that some German 

Protestant Missionaries are now in the country : I do not know that they are doing much 
good or any harm ; but the King allows them to ramble about where they please, and to 
distribute their books as they like without remark ; this I believe is not allowed even in so 

enlightened a state as Sardinia. ..... ... , . - 4 , 

There is no doubt that he would view with displeasure any public preaching, for the 
simple reason that he considers his Aboona and his clergy as sufficient for the religious 

wants of his subjects. tJ 

I regret that I see no way of persuading the King that the residence Ot a Koman 

Catholic Mission in his dominions, is compatible with his authority and the welfare ot 
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his subjects, and while I shall always strive to assimilate his ideas to those of England in 
such matters, I can hold out but little hopes of my success. I must solemnly declare 
myself irresponsible for the consequences to those gentlemen or their followers, who now 
aid the King's adversaries, and trust to the success of battles, to effect a lodgment in 
Abyssinia. 

Should the King be defeated my task will be done, but it is my opinion that even 
their present friends will then allow them to remain in the country but a very short time. 

I have, &tc. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDENJ 


No. 493. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received March 2, 1857.) 

(No. 14.) 

My Lord, Emfras , November 12, 1856, 

ON the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch No. 10 of the 27th November, 1855, I 
immediately placed a translation of it in the hands of the King, and requested from him a 
written answer to your proposals: I had also a long interview with him, in which I dis¬ 
tinctly laid before him the consequences of a quarrel with Egypt, and how embarrassing it 
would be for the English Government to receive an Embassy from him, if he persists in 
hostile intentions. 

A day or two afterwards he sent me for perusal the draft of a letter that he intended 
to write on these subjects : the substance of which was—“ That be had hitherto given no 
provocation to Egypt, and that, while he reserved to himself the right, to demand hereafter 
certain territories, gradually wrested from Abyssinia, during the reigns of feeble princes, 
or the extinction of all responsible government; he promised to take no steps of a hostile 
nature until he should receive our reply.” 

The King further said that he trusted in God, who had raised him to the throne of 
his ancestors from nothing, and not in man, and that he did not wish to demaud anything 
that he could not establish a right to, as belonging to his realm. 

I cannot write decisively to your Lordship until I obtain the King’s formal letter: 
it is my private opinion that he demands the Arab country on his northern frontier as far 
as the village of Sennaar, also Massowah, and the high lands of Mogos, Mensa, Halhal, 
the Hababs, &c., all of which tribes still speak the Abyssinian language: for the rest, 
that he values our friendship as far as we may assist him with arms and discipline, to 
subdue the Gallas and other savage nations to the south ; and with artisans and engineers 
to improve and develop the resources of his country; by which means be hopes to become 
strong enough to consolidate a kingdom, long enfeebled by misrule and ignorance; and to 
leave the succession to his son: he may even ask us to guarantee that succession. 

The King expresses much hesitation as to writing at all, until at least he shall have 
subdued the remaining rebels in Tigre ; saying with that frankness that is his charac¬ 
teristic, that it would be a falsehood to style himself a king while any one so near 
disputes his authority, and while he cannot afford us an efficient and extended protection. 

One thing is evident, that unless we do assist him to consolidate his power, all our 
steps are useless ; as his death will otherwise be the signal for confusion, and worse. 

Should we not in some measure meet his wishes, he will probably say that as our 
friendship offers him no advantage; so, he will not seek for it. 

The question of the passage of the Embassy through Egypt, cannot be settled until 
1 can obtain the King’s letter, and forward it through Her Majesty’s Consul-General. 

I hear that the Patriarch of Alexandria is shortly expected in this country, vi& 
Khartoom; his advice will be received by the King with the greatest deference, and much 
good or harm may result, from his suggestions. 

This is the first patriarchal visit in the history of the country, and may have impor¬ 
tant results. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 
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Minute. 


Mr. Plowden will have no difficulty in demonstrating to the King that England 
cannot assist him with an armed force; but Her Majesty’s Government wish to know 
confidentially from Mr. Plowden in what manner they could prove their good-will towards 
the King, and aid him in the work of reform which he has begun. 

C. 


s 


o. 2.) 


No. 494. 

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Plowden. 


it, Foreign Office, March 3, 1857. 

YOUR despatches to the 12th November last have been received and laid before the 
Queen. 

With reference to the intimation contained in your despatch of the 5th of August 
last, that the King of Abyssinia would be more likely to listen to the proposals of the 
British Government if the proposition for conferring defined judicial powers on the British 
Resident in Abyssinia were withdrawn, 1 have to state to you that if the King cannot be 
brought to recognize the Treaty concluded between you and the Ras Ali on the 2nd of 
November, 1849, on the ground that it confers judicial powers on Her Majesty’s Consul, 
it may be as well to give up those powers; but you should remind the King that good 
faith should prevent his repudiation of that Treaty, and you should state to His Majesty 
that if he objects to any of its provisions he should propose modifications. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) CLARENDON. 


j^No. 3.) 


No. 495. 

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Plowden. 


Foreign Office^ March 4, 1857. 
WITH reference to the contents of your despatch No. 14 of the 12th of November last, 
I have to observe to you that you will have no difficulty in demonstrating to the King of 
Abyssinia that England cannot assist His Majesty with an armed force, but Her Majesty's 
Government wish to know confidentially from you in what manner they could prove their 
good-will towards the King, and aid him in the work of reform which he has begun. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) CLARENDON. 


No. 496. 

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Stratford de Redcliffe. 

(No. 192.) 

My Lord, » Foreign Office , March 5, 1857. 

WITH reference to my despatch to your Excellency No. 987 of the 28th of 
November, 1855, 1 transmit for your information a copy of a report from Her Majesty’s 
Consul in Abyssinia,* respecting the internal affairs of that country and its relations 
with the Vice Royalty of Egypt. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) CLARENDON. 


No. 497. 

The Earl of Clarendon to Lord Cowley. 

(No. 339.) 

My Lord, Foreign Office , March 7, 1857. 

I INCLOSE, for your Excellency's information, copies of a correspondence with the 
British Consul in Abyssinia,f on the subject of the religious differences that have arisen in 
that country. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) CLARENDON. 


f Not. 448, 450, 488, 489, and 492. 


• No. 498. 


r 
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No. 498. 


Earl Cowley to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received March 14.) 

(No. 410. Confidential) 

My Lord, Paris, March 13, 1857. 

WITHOUT making any complaint, I have drawn Count Watewski’t attention to the 
proceedings of the Roman Catholic Missionaries in Abyssinia, to which your Lordship’s 
despatch No. 339 of the 7th instant relates—and I asked him whether they were justified 
in making such a liberal use of the name of the Imperial Government 

His Excellency said that he had heard nothing very lately from Abyssinia, but that, 
as I knew, France claimed in general the protection of the Roman Catholic Church in 
the East. 

I replied that I had no wish to dispute that point with him, but that it appeared to 
me from the perusal of Mr. Plowden’s reports, which were not in the least hostile to 
France, that the Missionaries, whether Roman Catholic or others, were doing more harm 
than good in Abyssinia where there was already a Christian Church. 

The subject here dropped. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) COWLEY. 


Approve. 
March 14, 1857. 


Minute. 


C. 


No. 499. 

The Earl of Clarendon to Earl Cowley . 

(No. 387.) 

My Lord, Foreign Office , March 14, 1857. 

IN reply to your Excellency's despatch No. 410 of the 13th instant, I have to state 
that I approve of your having spoken to Count Walewski relative to the proceedings of 
the French missionaries in Abyssinia, referred to in the despatches from Consul Plowden 
which were inclosed in my despatch No. 339 of the 7 th instant. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) CLARENDON. 


No. 500. 


Lord Cowley to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received March 21.) 

S fo. 446.) 

7 Lord, Paris, March 20, 1857. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 410 of the 13th instant, relative to the proceed¬ 
ings of the French missionaries in Abyssinia, I have now the honour to inclose the copy 
of a Memorandum placed in my hands by Count Walewski, and purporting to give a 
summary of all the intelligence received upon the subject in the French Foreign Office. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) COWLEY. 


Inclosure in No. 500. 


Memorandum. 


Mars 1857. 

LA correspondance des dernieres annles des Consul&ts de France k Alcxandrie, au 
Cairo, et a Massowah, ne fait mention des missionnaires Catholiques en Abyssinic que pour 
rendre compte des persecutions dont ils ont dte constamment l’objet. A la suite des 
luttes engagdes (1854-55) entre les trois Chefs principaux du pays, Ras Ali, Oubie, ct 
Kasai, le pouvoir etant rcstd aux mains de ce dernier, f’Eveque Cophtc de Gondar obtint 
de lui Pemprisonnement de M. de Jacobis, chef de la Mission Catholiquc, auquel il <Hait 

4 D 
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trfcs hostile, et qui &tait parvenu k faire an grand nombre de proselytes parmi les 
indigenes. 

Au roois d’Aofit 1865 de nouvellcs persecutions furent dgalement organisees contre 
les Catholiques de Gondar, les missionnaires furent expulses, et M. de Jacobis, qui avait ete 
rendu & 1a liberte sur les pressantes demarches du Consulat-G6n£ral d’Alexandrie, dut 
rester longtemps cache pour se soustraire aux dangers qui le menacaient. Cette seconde 
persecution avait ete egalement provoquee par l’Evfique schismatique, Abou Salame, qui, 
d’apr&s les renseigneraents envoy^s sur son compte par le Consul-General de France k 
Alexandrie et puisd* k une source certaine, ferait un commerce d’exportation fort lucratif 
sous la protection du Consul d’Angleterre en Abyssinie. 

Lors des querelles qui s’dleverent k la Mecque au commencement de 1856 entre les 
Cheriffs Abdul Multaleb et Ibu One, le contrecoup de ces evenements se fit sentir a 
Massowah et sur la c6te d’Abyssinie. Les habitants s’insurgerent contre les Turcs, 
plusieurs villages furent pilies, et la seule part prise par le chef de la Mission Catholique 
dans ces querelles locales fut la tentative qu’il crut devoir faire pour reconcilier les deux 
partis. 

On ne trouve d’ailleurs dans les documents parvenus au Ministere aucune trace 
d’une intervention politique des missionnaires dans les affaires int£rieures de 1'Abyssinie ; 
leur action parait s’etre constammcnt born6c 4 repandre dans cette contrde les bienfaits 
de la religion et deia civilisation. 


No. 601. 

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Plow den. 

(No. 4.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, March 24, 1857. 

I TRANSMIT herewith, for your information and for any observations which you 
may have to make thereupon, a copy of a despatch from Her Majesty’s Ambassador at 
Paris,* inclosing a Memorandum respecting the proceedings of the French missionaries 
in Abyssinia. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) CLARENDON. 


No. 502. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received May 18, 1857.) 

(No. 15.) 

My Lord, Debra Tabor , December 31, 1856. 

I HAVE the honour to state that I have been in my post in Abyssinia, and in the 
execution of my duties, during the whole of the quarter ended this day. 

I have, Stc. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 603. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received May 18.) 

(No. 1.) 

My Lord. Debra Tabor , January 1, 1857. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that the total number of my despatches during 
the past year was fifteen. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 504. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received May 18.) 

(No. 2.) 

My Lord, Debra Tabor , January 15, 1857. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that the Patriarch of Egypt arrived here, and 
was received here, and was received with much ceremony by the King, on the 27th 

• No. 500. 


/ 
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of December last; for a fortnight all was apparent harmony, but I saw well that much 
distrust existed in the King’s mind respecting this visit. 

The Patriarch had no letters tor me, nor did he admit me into his councils; he 
even went so far as to recommend His Majesty to dismiss Mr. Bell and myself from 
his country: this was his first indiscretion. 

A deep hatred had long existed between the Coptic Aboona Salama and the King, 
the former being too imperious^ and unbending to suit a Monarch who exacts implicit 
submission from all; and the King had even openly accused the Bishop of aiming at 
sovereign authority. On the arrival of the Patriarch, the Aboona was imprudent 
enough to demand liberty for the King’s numerous political prisoners, at a moment 
when half of Abyssinia is still in arms against him. 

The Patriarch brought rich presents: a diamond cross, apparently some Turkish 
order; a thousand sequins, with which he requested the King to make a crown for 
himself, and other costly articles. Instead of in some measure accommodating himself 
to the material forms of Abyssinian worship, he spoke slightingly of their reverence 
for the Cross, of their prostrations to the Church, and of their saints and holidays; 
he pressed the King constantly to review his troops, and after a stay of only a week, 
he began to insist on returning to Cairo. 

.^ ie h & tes the name of Mahomet, and is a man of fervent, even fanatic, 

religious temperament, had expected to see in a Patriarch the Representative of Christ 
upon earth, one with his ideas wholly bent on religious matters, who would bless his 
efforts to extirpate Paganism and Islamism, and give spiritual counsels to himself and 
his subjects. 

In proportion to the shock his sensitive mind received, distrust took tho place of 
reverence, and he at last conceived the idea that the Holy Father had become a 
partial Mussulman, that his reviews were to inspect the King’s weakness, that the 
crown or mitre was to be a token of fealty to the Viceroy of Egypt, that the diamond 
cross was to be worn by him as a mark of submission to that Pasha, and that the 
Patriarch was, in fact, the emissary of the \ iceroy, with a view to the subjection of 
Abyssinia to the Mahometans. 

Whilst the King w&s secretly revolving these suspicions, the Patriarch and the 
Aboona m concert took a stop that confirmed them all to his jealous mind, and set in 
a blaze the smouldering fire—they wrote the draft of a letter that the King should 
address to Seyd Pasha, the contents being briefly as follows: “ That the King was to 
send him forty mules for his artillery, and in return praved the Viceroy to send all 
the Coptic soldiers in his service, three Turkish officers‘to discipline the Abyssinian 
troops, regimental bands, pioneers, sappers, engineers, bakers, doctors and medicines, 
cannons, and muskets.” In this letter, moreover, the King addressed Seyd Pasha ns 
an inferior addresses his superior. News at this moment also reached the King from the 
frontier Arabs that camels were collecting, that Turkish troops were advancing, and 
wanung him that the Patriarch was an emissary of Egypt; the messenger even hinted 
at danger from poison. 

^Km Sf comparing all this with his crude distrust, at once declared that the 
Aboona Salama wished to bring soldiers of his nation to usurp his throne, and that 
the 1 atnarch was a Mahometan who had engaged to deliver Abyssinia to Seyd Pasha. 
He had the letter publicly read; he stormed against the Turks, and ordered that the 
Bishops should be confined to their house and guarded, putting all their property 
under seal. It was m vain they represented that the phrase about the Coptic soldiers 
was an error in translating from the Arabic, and that they only wished to assist him in 
civilizing Abyssinia; the King had made up his mind, and declared that he would 
never permit the Patriarch to return as a Mussulman subject, and that Seyd Pasha 
might, if he liked, come and seek his messenger here. 

By some good fortune, in the midst of this storm, the King preserved his respect 
and kindness towards me and other English here; but his suspicions being now fully 
roused my position was too delicate to permit of open remonstrance. I, however 
moderated the anger of both parties with a view to future reconciliation. 

Mr. BeU and myself had nearly, I believe, succeeded In eradicating from the King’s 
mind distrust of the English: he spoke his inmost thoughts to us; he called us his 
children; he purposed to send an Embassy shortly to England; to write a peaceful 

sknilar° n0Ura ^ ° t0 Egypt; and to accc P t ’ if nofc a Con ™ l > something very 

tAin It Jf evident that ,10 P e 8 of an accommodation with Egypt are become more uncer- 

^ ’inia’ Ml my A n 1 rUCt,0n9 \ With out * ™ Embassy can be received from 

ADyssima, the King will, m that case, not accept any foreign emissary. 
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He state*, that he shall send letters to all the Christian Courts, explaining his 
conduct with regard to the Patriarch, and it would be desirable that we should bear 
them ; but his mind is just now in so inflammable a state that I shall let the proposition 

emanate from himself. . . T v n *_ amxr 

Whether the Copts entertained ambitious views or not, I shall not pretend to say 

with any certainty; 1 think that the Patriarch is innocent of anything but the ambition of 
civilizing Abyssinia by himself, thereby to extend the power and limits of his diocese; 
the Abooua Salama has certainly always feared and disliked the King, and I believe, 
from some disclosures made by the Patriarch himself, that Seyd Pasha or his advisers 
had made him their tool to obtain a gradual influence in Abyssinia, thus at least, to 
exclude Europeans, and trusting to accident for some pretext of future interference 

Whilst the King, on the one hand, vituperates the I atriarch, he thinks that Ins 
reign is specially blessed by the visit, for whatever purpose, and wishes at all nsks to 

keep him-ouid be ft miH f ort une should a quarrel with a powerful people show 

the Abyssinians their own weakness, and thus induce them to seek earnestly and more 
humbly for the friendship and support of their fellow-Chnstiaus m Europe ™" 
will at least have had this good effect, that they will turn naturally to England for 

sympathy. j ^ &c 

(Signed) ’ WALTER PLOWDEN. 


Minute. 

As we want a Consul at Massowah, I think Mr. Plowden had better be told to remain 
there, and not to go to the King’s Camp without orders. He seems to do no good in the 

interior - E. HAMMOND. 


No. 505. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received May 18.) 

Debra Tabor , January 17, 1857. 

y I HAVE the honour to inform you that the King and the Patriarch have been 
reconciled with much ceremony,and sworn to peace and friendship; the Patriarch is to 

^Thc Slices not the less believe that Seyd Pasha had some secret end to gain by 
the message, hut whatever may be his future intentions with respect to the religion of 
Mohammed, his frontier questions, and liis views of extended Empire; I dare say th 

he will write now a conciliatory letter to the V iceroy. . , . , • 

I trust soon to obtain the King’s formal reply to vour Lordships despatch on this 

9Ub ^Should his present avowed and written intentions be peaceable, I shall not consider 
myself entitled to pry too closely into his future plans; the rather, that 
tance can aid him to vanquish'all his foes here, and to consolidate his Government, it 
can hardly enable him to do any material damage to Egypt during this generation at 
events, and the lapse of time may moderate his cru ^dmg^spmt. 

(Signed) mVC ’" WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 506. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received May 18.) 

4.) Wuns Aggee, February 5, 1857. 

My SINCE mv last letter the King called me privately and gave me the reason for to 
apparent indecision w ith regard to his answer to England, and resecting arrangements with 

^He said that he had received sure information from the Arabs under Abyssinian pro- 
* the Fevntians in Sennaar were preparing a force on a large scale, for the 

purpose of invading the Abyssinian territory, and that thousands of camels were ing 
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everywhere pressed for the service, 
these movements are concerted with 


my difficulties, and that 
and I must first play a 


He continued, “You see 
the Mohammedan Gallas, 
game with these latter to prevent their joining the Turks, then suddenly fall upon the 
rebels in Tigr6, and, having disposed of them, return to meet the Egyptian troops advancing 
on my frontier. Now, can I send friendly propositions to Egypt, when Seyd Pasha, under 
the cloak of amity, proffered by the mouth of the Patriarch, is thus veiling designs of 
conquest ? I had,’* he said, “ intended to send to you a letter declaring that which is the 
truth, that I had no intention of attacking the Egyptian territory, and at most should, 
perhaps, many years hence, have demanded some provinces unfairly wrested from 
Abyssinia.’* On Mr. Bell proposing that he should now send to England as his friend— 
u What! ** he said, with indignation, “do you suppose me capable of fear, or that I will 
send at such a moment ? ’* He added, that the Sultan had approved of Seyd Pasha's 
proceeding. I myself replied that I did not believe that the Viceroy would ever become 
the aggressor in the face of our protests, and while negotiations with England were yet 
pending. “ Well,” he said, “ we will talk further of it in a few days ; for your person,” 
he said, 14 if man can do it, I will place you in safety at Massowah.” 

The King before he heard this news was on the point of sending a friendly message to 
the Viceroy. 

Now, my own opinion is that, if armaments are being collected in Sennaar, it is for 
the purpose of attacking, under some pretence, those Arabs to the south of that province, 
who are, and always have been, protegds of the Abyssinian rulers, and with the present 
undecided frontier rights this must lead to a collision in which the Egyptian Government 
will be wrong; first, as proceeding beyond its present actual limits without consulting its 
European allies; and, secondly, even if aggrieved by Abyssinian subjects, in attacking 
them without due notice to the King, who is not a man to he treated as a barbarian. 

Fasogli, where the Egyptians are now building a strong fort, was an Abyssinian 
possession at the time when Mr. Bruce visited Gondar, and it is certain that their designs on 
Abyssinia are as constant, however veiled, as those of Russia on Constantinople. 

I may be wrong in my surmise, but I trust that Her Majesty's Consul-General in 
Egypt will be instructed to watch over these or similar movements ; and I shall say that 
I think it will be time enough to abandon thc cause of Abyssinia when the King shall have 
placed himself in a false position, either by finally refusing our alliance, or at least by some 
overt and unprovoked act of hostility, which cannot at present be in any way attributed 
to him. 


While I regret the delay that has taken place in these negotiations, it is gratifying to 
find that nothing has shaken the King’s confidence in English amity, or in me as its 
representative. Should any attack take place on the Abyssinian territory at present it 
will add to my embarrassments, but I shall not he able to attribute any fault to myself, 
whatever may ensue. 

'rhe Arabs attached to the two sovereignties have been accustomed for centuries to 
wage war with each other, and those on the Egyptian side have not abandoned their feuds, 
more than their Abyssinian brethren, but this cannot be fairly construed into a casus belli. 
If the Viceroy of Egypt be aggrieved, he should lay those grievances before the world, 
and should equally demand redress of his aggressor, and receive his answer before entering 
upon hostilities. 

If Abyssinia, still suffering from domestic feuds and distractions, is attacked by a 
powerful foreign enemy, the KiDg, who is making a noble effort to restore it to the rank ot 
a nation, will be forced from his difficult policy at home, to die uselessly in combats where 
his great daring cannot enable him to encounter discipline and resources. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


Minute. 


Approve proceedings. He will assure King of the friendly feelings of Her Majesty’s 
Government and their desire for his welfare. 


C. 
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No. 507. 

Mr. Bruce to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received May 18.) 

(No. 26.) 

My Lord, Alexandria, April 29, 1857. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship copy of a note I addressed to His 
Highness the Viceroy on receipt of Mr. rlowden’s despatches herewith inclosed. 

In the interview I had two days ago with His Highness, he alluded to the probability 
of a conflict between him and Abyssinia, and I warned him against any step which might 
be considered as other than a measure of self-defence. I have thought it advisable, 
however, to send him the inclosed note, in order that he may be under no mis-appre- 
hension as to the opinions of Her Majesty’s Government on the relations between 
Abyssinia and Egypt. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) FREDERICK W. A. BRUCE. 

P.S.—In reply to my letter, the Viceroy has sent to assure me that the reports 
alluded to in Mr. Plowden’s despatches are unfounded ; that he had made some prepa-. 
rations, called for by disturbances in Cordofan, but had no intention of molesting 
Abyssinia. 

This is, I think, correct, for Said Pasha has very few troops in Soudan compared 
with the force kept in the times of Mohammed Ali and Abbas Pasha. 

I shall convey to Mr. Plowden the substance of the Viceroy’s message to me. 

F. W. A. B. 


Minute. 

Approve. Will continue to use his best efforts for promotion of friendly relations 
between Egypt and Abvssinia. 

May 18, 1857. ' C. 


Inclosure in No. 507. 

Mr. Bruce to Koenig Bey. 

M. le Bey, Alexandrie , le 29 Avril, 1857. 

JE viens de recevoir 5 l'instant des rcnseignements positifs de l’Abyssinie qui 
m’annoncent que le Roi de ces pays se croit s^rieusement menac6 d’une invasion du cot6 
de l’Egypte, h cause des pr<*paratifs belliqueux qui se font sur la frontiere du Senaar. 
Ces informations, bion ou mal fondles, lui sont arrives au moment qu’il se disposait k 
entrer en relations d’amitte avec Son Altesse le Viccroi, qui auraient eu le bon r&ultat 
d’cmpecher une guerre Rur les frontieres, oil la delimitation entre les deux pays cst tree 
incertaine, ct ou l’dtat des populations foumira toujours des prdtextes d’hostilit^s s’il 
n’existe pas une bonne intelligence entre les deux Gouvernements. 

Je le dois la confiance avec laquellc Son Altesse m’a toujours trait^e de lui exposer 
nettement les sentiments du Gouvernement de Sa Majeste Britannique sur les rapports 
qu’il desire voir etablis entre l’Egyptc et l’Abyssinie. D’un cAte, il a fait entendre au Roi 
Theodore que, s’il veut conservcr l'amitie de l'Angleterre, il doit respecter le territoire de 
l’Egypte, qui fait partie de l'Empire Ottoman, son aneien allie. De l’autre c6te, il est 
resolu il ne pas souffrir qu’on porte atteinte a l’indepcndance de l'Abyssinie. 

Le Gouvernement de Sa Majeste est bien inform^ sur l'ltat de ehoses qui existe 
depuis longtcmps sur la frontiere, et il serait tres heureux de contribucr par tous ses 
etforts iL tfviter, par un accord amical, les embarras qui naissent de l’incertitude oil on en 
est il Regard des limites des deux pays. Mais il verrait avec un deplaisir extreme qu’on 
cherche un pretexte, dan9 les disputes partielles qui r£sultent necessairement de cet £tat 
de ehoses, pour une invasion hostile, et il ne manquerait pas d’en fairc retomber la 
responsabilit<5 sur celui qui en est vtfritablement 1’auteur. 

Je conseille fortement Son Altesse d’agir avec beaucoup de prudence dans cette 
affaire, et de ne pas changer les relations qui ont exists depuis assez longtemps entre les 
tribus 14-bas et les deux Gouvernements. 

Je vous prie de soumettre cette note a la consideration de Son Altesse sans c£lai. 
Je m’estimerais heureux de pouvoir contribuer a la conservation de la paix entre l’Egypte 
et l’Abyssinie. 

Agr£ez, &c. 

(Sign<5) FREDERICK W. A. BRUCE. 


* 


/ 
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No. 508. 


The Earl of Clarendon to Mr. Green. 

(No. 28.) 

Sir, ^ Foreign Office, May 19, 1857. 

I HAVE to state to you that I approve of the note addressed to the Viceroy of 
Egypt by Mr. Bruce, on the subject of the affairs of Abyssinia, and of which a copy is 
inclosed in his despatch No. 26 of the 29th ultimo, and I have to instruct you to use 
your best efforts for the promotion of peaceful relations between Egypt and Abyssinia. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) CLARENDON. 


No. 509. 

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Plowden. 

S *o. 5.) 

ir, Foreiqn Office, May 22, 1857. 

I HAVE received your despatches Nos. 2, 8, and 4, dated respectively the 15th and 
17th of January and the 5th of February, reporting the visit of the Patriarch of Egypt to 
the King of Abyssina, and the distrust entertained by the King of the aggressive views 
of the Pasha of Egypt; and I have to state to you that I approve of your proceedings 
with a view to allay the excitement produced in the King’s mind by the supposed objects 
of the Patriarch’s visit; and you will assure him of the friendly feelings of Her Majesty’s 
Government towards him, and of their desire for his welfare. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) CLARENDON. 


No. 510. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received June 29.) 

(No. 5.) 

Lord, Gondar, March 31, 1857. 

I HAVE the honour to state that I have been at my post in Abyssinia, and in the 
execution of my duties, during the whole of the quarter ended this day. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 511. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon. —( Received June 29.) 

(No. 6.) 

My Lord, Dembea, April 2, 1857. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatches 
Nos. 1 to 4 inclusive of last year. 

In despatch No. 4 of the 26th of July, 1856, is inclosed copy of a communication 
from M. Baroche to Her Majesty’s Ambassador in Paris, respecting Mr. Lefebvre; and 
I must express my gratitude to your Lordship for having brought the matter under the 
notice of the Imperial Government. 

I have. See. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 
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No. 512. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received June 29.) 

(No. 27.) 

My Lord, Dembea , April 2, 1857. 

SINCE the date of my despatch No. 4 of February 5,I accompanied the King on 
a secret and rapid expedition that he made against the Wolla and Worrahaimano 
Gallas, entirely without baggage or incumbrance. 

With his usual success, in the short space of a fortnight he expelled all his enemies, 
appointed Governors, and took fortresses without firing a shot; and in three weeks from 
starting he returned to his camp in Begemder. 

The King is thus strengthening his power to the South, and I fully believe that his 
remaining enemy in Tigrd will be disposed of in the same manner as soon as his steps 
shall be turned that way; this I trust may take place in June at latest, when his single 
rule will afford some hope of dealing with Abyssinia as a kingdom. 

On the King's return he told me to repose for awhile at Gondar ; and as I had 
repeatedly pressed him on the subject of an answer to your Lordship’s letter, as referred 
to in my despatch of the 12th November, 1850, at my last interview he spoke to me as 
follows:— 

" I will not, and I cannot give a written reply as a King till these rebellions are 
settled, and till it shall be manifest that I am chosen as ruler over this people ; for 
yourself you cannot doubt of my friendship; and, excepting that I will not receive a 
Consul—an appointment foreign to the institutions of my nation—of my friendship for 
your Queen, to whom I trust in due time to send an Embassy with you. 

“ You say that you will be considered perhaps in fault for the long delay since my 
return from Shoa: say from me—and your words should be as credible as my written 
letter at present—that I could not hitherto send you with any assurance of safety, as 
my enemies have become your enemies; and, moreover, that I have detained you as 
the trustworthy officer of a great Power to witness the issue of these events by God’s 
help, not far distant, and to see whether my Saviour has truly ordained me shepherd of 
these realms. 

“ But, after all,” he said, “ Kings and Queens are to me but of little moment, and 
had 1 not loved and trusted you personally, I should long since have sent you to your 
country.” 

“ For the Turks,” he said, “ if they attack me, perhaps Heaven will bless our arms 
against the infidels; if not, at least, we know how to die in our saddles.” 

I must now wait the issue of events, and trust that the King’s presence in Tigr£ 
may settle the complicated struggles of Abyssinia, and enable me to write a decisive 
letter regarding his message to England. 

That he should heartily enter into friendly terms with Scyd Pasha I hope, but I fear 
that our negotiations will, on that point, receive a temporary check, but by no means, 
I trust, a final one, some objects being nearly gained, namely, one Sovereign in Abys¬ 
sinia, and a partial recognition that other nations exist and are of value besides Abyssinia; 
to which recognition jealousy, ignorance, and fear have hitherto been an insurmountable 
barrier. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 513. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon, No. 7, 1867. 
[Not received.] 


No. 514. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon , No. 8, May 19, 1857.—( Received August 5.) 
[Inclosing Consular Return for House of Commons Committee.] 


No. 515. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon , No. 9, May 19, 1857.— (Received August 5.) 

[Answer to Trading Circular.] 


(No. 10.) 
My Lord, 


No. 516. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received August 5.) 


civcp . . , Dembea, May 20, 1857. 

SINCE the date of my despatch of the 2nd April, 1857, the King has been still 
engaged in pursuing the rebels, and establishing more firmly his Governors in the Galla 
province of Worrahaimano. 

i be never communicates his plans to any one, I cannot say if he proposes to cross 
the River Takazze into Tigre this year. 

\V hatever may be my impatience to see the end of these struggles, and thereafter 
to be able to define clearly the King’s views with respect to European connection, 1 
cannot but confess that he is taking the right road to Empire, by crushing insurrection 
m his rear and on his flanks, and thus gradually concentrating his whole force on the 
principal rebel who occupies Tigr<$. 

The King looks forward to wide and undisputed dominion; to the foundation of a 
lineal and enduring Dynasty. It requires these lofty ideas, the persuasion of a religious 
mission, and the firmness of an extraordinary character, to enable him to pursue his 
way, unshaken by entreaties, by scoffs, by misfortunes, or by treasons ; seeking for no 
assistance, curbing a mutinous soldiery, and never revealing his designs till the moment 
of their accomplishment. 

It he does not cross to Tigr<* this year I am persuaded that he will take such 
measures during the rainy season that little will be left to do when the river becomes 
passable. In the meantime I see nothing left for myself but patience; and 1 trust that 
Her Majesty’s Government will approve of my staying while there is a chance of success. 

After the King’s occupation of Tigrd he will assuredly give a distinct answer to 
our proposals; and if, as I expect, he then sends an Embassy to England, it will be 
time enough to examine the value of his alliance, the prospects of its continuance, the 
dangers of a disputed succeosion, and the proper style and office of a British Represen¬ 
tative here, if appointed. 

•n ^ >er ^ a P s ^ r «faial to come to a friendly understanding with Egypt and Turkey 
will then put an end to my efforts, until contact with a civilised Power shall have enlightened 
a mind abounding m natural vigour, but uncultivated. I have exhausted every effort to 
make him give me a decisive answer on this point at once, without success ; I see, there¬ 
fore, no resource in this case also but to wait till the completion of his conquest shall 
thaw this obstinate silence. 

,, * V’^ ow fT er 'J° u r Lordship, after perusing my despatches on this subject, thinks 
that I should rather deiqand an immediate answer, or permission to quit his territory, I 
am prepared to do so, though risking something with a despotic and fearless Monarch 
His most favourable answer is not doubtful—he will at once politely dismiss me. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


Minute. 


Entirely approve his remaining. 
August 5, 1857. 


No. 517. 

Sir G. Clerk to Mr. Hammond.—(Received August 6.) 

8ir ’ I AW A- * A U , India Board, August 5, \857. 

1 AM directed by the Commissioners for the Affairs of India to transmit to you for 
the information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, a copy of a letter dated ’ the 
4th ultimo, which the East India Company’s Political Agent at Aden has addressed to the 
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Secretary of the Bombay Government, as to the purchase by the French Government of a 
settlement at Edd, on the western coast of the Red Sea. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) GEORGE CLERK. 


Inclosure in No. 517. 

Brigadier Coghlan to the Secretary to the Government of Bombay. 

Sir, Aden , July 4, 1857. 

FROM a source which is entitled to credit, I learn that the French have purchased a 
settlement at Edd, a village on the western shore of the Red Sea, nearly opposite 
Hodeida. 

2. My informant states that the sum paid, or to be paid, to the Dankali, for this 
privilege is 50,000 francs; that the two Frenchmen who conducted the negotiation are 
now at Hodeida, and that they are authorized from Paris. 

3. The village marked “ Edd ” in our chart is in latitude 13° 52' north, about west 
of the island of Zooghur, and it is probably the place mentioned by me in paragraph 61 of 
my Report dated 8th November, 1855, under the name of Ibb. I was at that time 
unable to ascertain the locality of lbb, which I concluded must be one of the Dhalac group 
unnamed in our charts, but I now believe the name as then given to me was a misnomer 
for u Edd.’* 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. M. COGHLAN. 


No. 518. 

Mr. Hammond to Consul Plowden. 

(No. 6.) 

Sir, Foreign Office , August 7, 1857. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Clarendon to acknowledge the receipt of your 
despatch No. 10 of the 20th of May; and to acquaint you, in reply, that his Lordship 
entirely approves of your intention, under the circumstaces stated in your despatch, to 
remain for the present with the King. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E HAMMOND. 


No, 519. 

T he Earl of Clarendon to Earl Cowley. 

(No. 1140.) 

My Lord, Foreign Office , August 8, 1857. 

I INCLOSE, for your Excellency’s information, a copy of a letter from the India 
Board,* inclosing a letter addressed by the East India Company’s Political Agent at Aden 
to the Secretary of the Bombay Government, relative to the purchase by the French 
Government of a settlemeut at Edd, on the western coast of the Red Sea, 

I am, &c., 

.(Signed) CLARENDON. 


No. 520. 

The Earl of Clarendon to Consul Plowden , No. 7, August 27, 1857. 

[To afford assistance and protection to M. Messinger, a Swiss scientific gentleman.] 



• No. 517. 
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No. 521. 

Sir G. Clerk to Mr. Hammond.—(Received October 21.) 


Sir, India Board, October 20, 1857. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for the Affairs of India to transmit, for the 
information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, a copy of a letter from the 
Government of Bombay, dated the 16th ultimo, relating to the proceedings of the French 
with respect to the occupation of Edd in the Red Sea. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) GEORGE CLERK. 


Minutes. 

Have we got the letter above, with passage marked (•) ? If not, ask India Board. 
October 23, 1857. 0. 


This is supposed to be the letter referred to. E. H. 


Copies to Lord Cowley, who will unofficially inquire as to passage marked (*). 
October 25, 1857. C. 


Inclosure in No. 521. 

The Government of Bombay to the Secret Committee of the Court of Direetors. 

Honourable Sirs, Bombay, September 10, 1857. 

IN continuation of our secret despatch dated the 28th ultimo, we have the 
honour to report to your Honourable Committee that in a letter dated the 28th of the 
same month Brigadier Coghlan, Political Resident at Aden, states that since his last report 
nothing has occurred to disturb the tranquillity of that town and its neighbourhood. 

2. Referring to the second paragraph of our letter dated the 29th July last, we 
beg to state that, from information that has reached Brigadier Coghlan, it appears that 
the persons sent on the part of the French to occupy Edd had been refused possession by 
the Doukalee of that village, and that therefore an expedition is to he organized by the 
agent of M. Pastre, a French merchant residing at Cairo, for the forcible occupation of 
the place. 

(Signed) ELPHINSTONE. 

A. MALET. 

H. W. REEVES. 


No. 522. 

The Earl of Clarendon to Ea-l Cowley. 

(No. 1,517.) 

My Lord, Foreign Office, October 27, 1857. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 1140 of the 8th of August last, in sing 
a copy of a letter addressed by the East India Company’s Political Agent at Aden to the 
Secretary of the Bombay Government, relative to the purchase by the French Government 
of a settlement at Edd on the west coast of the Red Sea, I inclose an extract of a letter on 
the subject from the Government of Bombay;* and I have to instruct your Excellency 
unofficially to inquire into the truth of the statement, that as the persons sent on the part 
of the French Government to occupy Edd had been refused possession, an expedition was 
to be organized for the forcible occupation of the place. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) CLARENDON. 


• Inclosure in No. 526. 
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No. 523. 

# 

Sir G. Clerk to Mr. Hammond.—(Received November 20.) 

Sir, India Board, November 19, 1857. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for the Affairs of India to transmit to you, for 
the information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, a copy of a letter, dated the 
18th of September last, which Mr. R. Barroni, the agent for Mr. Plowden at Massowah, 
has addressed to the East India Company’s Political Agent at Aden, respecting the 
proceedings of M. Baillard, the French Vice-Consul, and the traffic in slaves in Abyssinia. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) GEORGE CLERK. 


Minute. 

Lord Cowley. 

Mr. Plowden should instruct Mr. Barroni to use his utmost efforts to prevent Traffic 
in Slaves under any pretext whatever. 

November 20, 1857. C. 

. Inclosure in No. 523. 

Mr. Barroni to Brigadier Coghlan. 

Sir, Massowah, September 18, 1857. 

I BEG to inform you that on the 14th instant, M. Baillard, Vice-Consul for France, 
set out for Adowah, to pay a visit to the chief rebel of the Tigrd, Agow Ncgoosee, to 
whom he will present some fifteen guns, which he has purchased by a merchant who has 
introduced by contraband some hundred guns in this island. This merchant is named 
Mr. Rizzo, Director of the German house T. Frich, under the English protection, according 
to a special despatch of the Consul-General, reached in # my hands on the 2nd instant. 

The French Vice-Consul is escorted in his journey by some Catholic Abyssinian Priests 
(the more influents* and friends of Agow Negoose), and by some servants of 1 his 
Governor, who like to imitate the French Consul by sending some presents to the Chief 
in question. 

I beg to inform you that Ali Dankats and Soliman Hassan, of this country, agents of 
the Banyans, Kalangi, &c., &c., on their arrival at Souakin, abusing of the confidence of 
their masters, did a profitable commerce of slaves, by purchasing them in Souakin and by 
selling them in the market of Jeddah. If you think necessary to give me your valid 
orders to prevent such a commerce, and the means to punish the guilties, I shall (be) very 
(much) obliged to you. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) R. BARRONI. 


No. 524. 

The Earl of Clarendon to Earl Cowley. 

(No. 1,626.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, November 24, 1867. 

I INCLOSE, for your Excellency’s information, a copy of a letter addressed by 
Mr. Barroni, the Agent for Mr. Plowden at Massowah, to the East India Company’s 
Political Agent at Aden, reporting the proceedings of M. Baillard, the French Vice- 
Consul, and the traffic in slaves in Abyssima.f 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) CLARENDON. 


Sic in orig. 


t Joclowre in No. 523. 
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No. 525. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received March 20, 1858.) 

S \o. 28.) 

y Lord. Gondar , December 31, 1857. 

I HAVE the honour to state that I have been at my post in Abyssinia, and engAged 
in the execution of my duties, during the whole of the quarter ended this day. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 526. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received March 20.) 

(No. 1.) 

My Lord, Gondar , January 2, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to state that the number of my despatches in the last year was 
twenty-eight. 

I have, ftc. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 527. 

Sir J. Emerson Tennent to Mr. Hammond.—(Received March 19.) 

Office of Committee of Privy Council for Trade , 
8ir, Whitehall , March 18, 1858. 

I AM directed by the Lords of the Committee of Privy Council for Trade to transmit 
to you, for the consideration of the Earl of Malmesbury, the inclosed copy of a letter from 
Mr. Desborough Cooley, relative to the probability of obtaining a supply of guano from the 
coasts of Abyssinia. 

As the communication comes from a gentleman who has acquired deserved reputation 
from his learned investigations regarding the geography of Africa, my Lords would suggest 
that the attention of Her Majesty’s Consul at Massowah should be called to it. with 
instructions to make inquiry as to the possibility of realizing Mr. Cooley’s views. It may 
serve to stimulate the seurch for this important article, if it be made known to the tribes 
along that part of the Red Sea that the price of Peruvian guano in England during the last 
few years has ranged from 11/. per ton in 1854, to 13/. at the present time. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. EMERSON TENNENT. 


Inclosure in No. 527. 

Mr. Cooley to Sir J. Emerson Tennent. / 

Dear Sir James, March 1, 1858. 

ALLOW me to call your attention to an article of commerce, the supply of which 
falls far short of the demand, and is not likely to increase, so long as it is sought for only 
in the manner established by the present routine of trade. 

The natural conditions of the production of guano are, first, a great resort of birds ; 
and, secondly, a rainless climate The first of these conditions supposes an abundance of 
food, whether fish or fruit, and excludes from consideration most of the desert and 
sequestered shores ; the second confines guano generally to sub-tropical regions, or to the 
zones immediately adjoining those of the tropical rains. Both together narrow extremely 
the limits within which deposits of guano may be reasonably looked for. 

But within the region of the monsoons rainless tracts are to be found within the 
tropics, and in close juxtaposition with luxuriant vegetation and animal life in its most 

4 G 
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prolific state, and here guano may be found, not indeed deposited on bare rocks, and 
requiring only to be dug and thrown on board, yet easily procurable, and perhaps with 
ample profit, though by means less simple. 

There is no region in the world where birds are more numerous than the forest-clad 
slopes of the Abyssinian mountains facing the Red Sea, where the rains falling in winter 
(from September to Jantoary) are comparatively light, and diminish gradually towards the 
north, till about the 17th parallel of latitude they cease altogether. The forests near 
Massowah arc stocked with birds in such multitudes as to resemble an aviary. Such is the 
description of them given by the naturalists Hemprich and Ehrenberg, by Ruppell, and by 
Petit and Dillon, who were attached to the French expedition conducted by 
Lcfebvre. 

It is obvious that where the feathered tribes are so numerous, there must be abundance 
of guano, but uot under circumstances rendering it available for commerce, as the trade is 
now carried on. But may we not render it available by breaking through routine? In 
this view I shall venture to propose,—provisionally, and as a practical starting-point,—a 
mode of proceeding which may be hereafter improved upon by the chemist, the merchant, 
and others having more cx[>erience in such matters as myself. 

Let it be assumed that at a little distance from Massowah, on the shores of the Red 
Sea, where no rain falls for eight or nine months of the year, the forests are crowded with 
birds, and that the Bedwy population, active and poor, are very willing to earn a little 
money, if a mode of doing so be pointed out to them. In these countries the natives are 
expert in making water-tight bags or baskets, of a kind of rush, and resins of various kinds are 
so abundant as to be quite worthless. Let the people then be instructed to fill their rush or 
skin bags, well smeared internally or externally with resin, with fresh guano, and, closing 
them perfectly so as to exclude air, to bring them at short intervals to the market at 
Massowah or elsewhere on the coast, where the contents of the bags when purchased may 
be stowed at once into barrels prepared for that purpose. 

It is oqvious that my suggestion resolves itself into an attempt to give birth to a trade 
of guano-gathering. Let it be observed that African industry in general is of little value. 
Much time and labour arc expended in procuring a tusk of ivory or a bunch of ostrich 
feathers; and perhaps the labour of gathering bags full of guano might he found as remu¬ 
nerative as that of filling ostrich quills with gold grains. On the other hand, the guano 
obtained in this way would probably cost more than that found accumulated on desert 
islands, but it might also he expected to be of better quality, and the cost would necessarily 
diminish with the development of the trade. 

In such an attempt the difficulty ordinarily lies in the first step. If a cargo of guano 
wore once exported with profit from Massowah or some neighbouring port in the Red 
Sea, the trade could not fail to become eventually important; it would be derived from 
perennial sources, and he completely rid of fears of exhaustion. The successful industry 
of the gatherers on the coast would be quickly imitated throughout the forests on the 
northern frontier of Abyssinia ; in truth, if guano-gnthering were once to become a profitable 
business on the coast, the greater part of.Abyssinia (which is collectively a dry country) 
might be expected to contribute to the trade, and the quality of the article would, in general, 
be determined by the season in which it was gathered. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) W. D. COOLEY. 


No. 528. 

Afr. Hammond to Consul Plowden. 

(No. I.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, March 24, 1858. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Malmesbury to transmit to you herewith, a copy of a 
letter which has been addressed to the Secretary of the Board of Trade by Mr. Desborough 
Cooley,* relative to the probability of obtaining a supply of guano from the coast of 
Abyssinia ; and as the communication comes from a gentleman who has acquired deserved 
reputation from his learned investigations regarding the geography of Africa, I have to 
instruct you in compliance with the suggestions of the Lords of the Committee of Privy 
Council for Trade, to make inquiry as to the possibility of realizing Mr. Cooley’s views ; 
and in order to stimulate the search for this important article, you will take such measures 
as may be in your ]>ewer to make known to the tribes along that part of the Red Sea that 

* Inclosure in No. 527. , 


/ 


299 


the price of Peruvian guano in England during the last few years has ranged from 
11/. per ton in 1854 to 13/. at the present time. 

[ am, Ac. 

(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


No. 529. 

Consul Plotcden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received April 2, 1858.) 

(No. 11.) 

My Lord, Dembe a, June 30, 1857. 

I HAVE the honour to state that 1 have been at my post in Abyssinia, and engaged 
in the execution of my duties, during the whole of the quarter ended .this day. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 530. 

Consul Plotcden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received April 2, 1858.) 

/No. 12.) 

My Lord, Dembea t September 5, 1857. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 8 of the 19th May, 1857, I have now the 
honour to forward a duplicate of the answers to queries contained in that despatch. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 531. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon—(Received April 2, 1858.) 

(No. 13.) 

My Lord, Dembea, September 7, 1857. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of two despatches from your 
Lordship, No. 1 of the 23rd February, ami No. 2 of the 3rd March, 185", referring to 
my suggestion as to the withdrawal of our proposal for Consular jurisdiction, and directing 
me, under certain circumstances, not to insist upon this clause as embodied in our former 
Treaty with the Ras Ali. 

I have to state that I do not think it advisable to refer to this or any other matter 
connected with a Treaty, until such time as the King shall have completed his conquest 
of Abyssinia by the dispersion of the rebels in Tigre, and the occupation of that province; 
but that I shall bear in mind my instructions, and allude to this subject when, after 
the accomplishment of those projects, the King shall bring on the tapis his idea of an 
Embassy to England, and consequently his proposals with respect to his relations with 
Egypt—points on which both my instructions and our future relations with Abyssinia 
more immediately turn. 

I have (^cc 

(Signed) ’ WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 532. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received April 2, 1858.) 

(No. 14.) 

My Lord, Dembea , September 7, 1857. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No. 3 of the 
4th March, 1857, directing me to suggest to Her Majesty’s Government in what manner 
it could prove its good-will towards the Abyssinian Monarch ; and I beg to inform you 
that I have w ritten to Ilis Majesty, who is in Yedjo, a letter calculated to prove to him 
our friendly intentions, and also to elicit his opinion on this subject. 

I have, however, little hope of an explicit answer till the conquest of Tigr6, or rather 
the expulsion of the rebels from that province shall have been completed. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOVYDEN. 
















300 


No. 533, 


Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received April 2, 1858.) 

(So. 15.) 

My Lord, Dembea , September 8, 1857. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge your dispatch No. 4 of the 24th March, 1857, 
with its inclosure, containing a copy of a note from the Count Walewski, regarding 
the Roman Catholic Mission in these parts. 

I beg to state, without any desire to controvert the statements of his Excellency, that 
neither the Consul-General of France in Egypt, nor the Vice-Consul of France at Mas- 
sowah have, or can have had of late years, any other means of information respecting 
events which pass in the interior of A byssinia, than those afforded by the missionaries: 
and that information does not appear to be brought down to a later date than the defeat of 
Dejajmatch Oobeay nearly three years since. 

I heard from the King that he was highly indignant at hearing that the missionaries 
had furnished fire-arms to the rebel chief in arms against his authority in Tigr6. I cannot 
vouch for the truth of the report; but as the missionaries still keep up a residence in a 
frontier village of Tigr 6, from which the King has twice warned them to retire, and as one 
of their most confidential Abyssinian adherents has received a high appointment at the 
hands of the rebel chief: all which facts increased the King’s indignation. I became 
alarmed for the painful consequences that might ensue if by chance any of those gentle¬ 
men or their recognized followers should be found in the rebel camp, when the King might 
make his appearance in Tigre. On these grounds I declared myself irresponsible for con¬ 
sequences that I might not be able possibly to prevent; as indicated in my dispatch No. 
13, of the 11th November, 1856. 

It is perfectly true that the Mission has been persecuted by the schismatic Aboona 
Salama, with the sanction of the King, to the extent of having been driven from the 
Abyssinian territories; and the latter declares that he will never permit a Jesuit, synony¬ 
mous in his mind with a Roman Catholic, to preach in his dominions. 

Whether he is right or wrong in this, according to the present views of the great 
European powers, it is beyond my province to determine; and with his private feelings 
on this subject I have never interfered directly or indirectly, though I may at times have 
stated my views to my own Government. 

With respect to the lucrative trade carried on by the Coptic Aboona in the Red Sea, 
under my protection, I have to state that I recommended this protection to Her Majesty’s 
Government distinctly on political grounds ; and that l do not profess to defend the private 
or ecclesiastical character of that prelate, with which I have no business. It is very pos¬ 
sible also that he carries on a lucrative trade ; but I know nothing about it, and I do not 
consider myself entitled to investigate his private affairs unless when they shall come 
under my consideration officially in connection with the protection alluded to. 

I have on one or two occasions striven to protect some Roman Catholic proselytes 
from the consequences of their own zeal, and the undue severity of the Aboona, according 
to the instructions I received disapproving of persecution. I have even on their behalf 
threatened to withdraw the protection accorded by the Government, though I have not 
seen yet sufficient cause to put the threat in execution. 

I recognize entirely the amiable personal character attributed to the members of the 
Mission, and can only regret that the ancient ecclesiastical ordinances of the country', and 
still more the unhesitating declaration of the King’s enmity, should have ever caused an 
apparent misunderstanding; with which on my part no personal or sectarian rancour can 
ever be permitted to mingle. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 534. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received April 2, 1858.) 

(No. 16.) 

My Lord, Dembea , September 8 , 1857. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge your Lordship’s despatch of the 22nd May, 
1857, No. 5, alluding to my account of the Patriarch of Alexandria’s visit to Abyssinia, 
and the consequent ferment excited in the King’s mind. 

1 have written to His Majesty, who is at some distance, an assurance of the friendly 
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feelings of Her Majesty’s Government, and of its desire for his welfare; and insisted 
again upon the pacific views of the Viceroy of Egypt, as detailed in a communication 
fr om theJRooourable Mr. Bruce; reiterating my constant advice to the King regarding fit- 

warlike mania. 

I shall forward his answer when received. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 535. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received April 2, 1858.) 

Spy*Lord, Dembea, September 18, 1857. 

SOME eighteen or twenty years since, 1 believe, two French gentlemen, named 
Combe and Tamisier, purchased, or declared themselves to have purchased, from eer am 
savages of the Danakil tribe, a strip of land near the African coast of the Red tea, with 
a small harbour, about sixty-five or seventy miles south of Massowah, and marked in our 

maps as “ Edd.” *• a n r 

This territory was not occupied by anyone; but subsequently M. de boutier, 

formerly Consular Agent of France at Massowah, openly declared himself to be the pro¬ 
prietor of Edd, by right of purchase from Messrs. Combe and Tamisier. 

At present 1 learn from my agent at Massowah that the agents of one M. Pastre 
have arrived at Jiddah, and are about to proceed to Edd, to establish there a commercial 
house, “ un comtoir,” in the name of that gentleman, who now declares himself proprietor 

of the land by purchase from M. de Goutier. . 

Of the future consequences of such an establishment, if the statement be true, on a 
spot where no recognized authority exists, your Lordship will be better able to judge than 

invsclf. • 

Mv seclusion in the interior will prevent me from furnishing further information on 
this matter; but if such be considered desirable, my agent at Massowah, in connection 
with the Resident at Aden, will be able to furnish details. I have ordered him to com¬ 
municate to Her Majesty’s Consul-General in Egypt any further facts that may have 
come to his knowledge, since the date of his letter to me of the 10th July. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 536. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received April 2, 1858.) 

My Lord, Dembea , September 30, 1857. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that I have been at my post in Abyssinia, and 
engaged in the execution of my duties, during the whole of the quarter ended this day. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 637. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received April 2, 1858.) 

^ly Lord, Debra Tabor , November 15, 1857. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that 1 am with the King, who is concentrating his 
forces here. The only opposition to his authority worth mentioning is the Chief Dejaj 
Negoosee, who, now in possession of Tigrt!, unfortunately excludes us from the sea- 
coast. 

Taking advantage of the King’s long absence in Shoa, and subsequent events, he 
rebelled, and has collected all those disaffected to the King, or disinclined to order, under 
his banners. The King having, for his own reasons, allowed Dejaj Negoosee til now to 
strengthen himself in Tigr^, it would be useless to deny that he is at the head of a very 

large force, and has become a formidable enemy. t . , 

With reference to my despatch No. 15, of the 8th September, I have now the honour 
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to inform you that the Abyssinian followers of the Roman Catholic Mission at Massowah 
have made an arrangement with the French Vice-Consul there to acknowledge Dejaj 
Negoosee as the supreme and lawful authority in Abyssinia. Presents were sent by that 
chief to the Vice-Consul, and accepted in the name of his Government, and, escorted by 
Abyssinian monks attached to Monsignor de Jacobis, he visited Dejaj Negoosee, with gifts 
of arms and ammunition, and was of course well received. It i» understood also, how far 
on good authority I know not, that France is to interfere somewhat actively in support of 
Dejaj Negoosee as defender of the Catholic faith. 

I think, my Lord, it is clear that the Count Walewski has been misinformed as to the 
excessively peaceful character of the mission. 

It is naturai that the Roman Catholics should strive to establish their authority in 
Abyssinia by every means, and that they should endeavour to injure the King, who dis¬ 
tinctly declares that he will never permit their residence here; but the interference of the 
French Vice-Consul is not equally reasonable. 

The King has declared by word and in writing that, with the exception of the mission, 
he is willing to receive French travellers and merchants, as well as those of any other 
nation, and to afford them the protection of his laws. Supposing the King’s success in 
Tigr£, the first act of unprovoked enmity towards him will thus have been committed by 
a recognized French authority, who sacrifices in that case French interests in Abyssinia to 
the support of Roman Catholic claims. 

It will he very difficult to persuade the King hereafter that religious and secular 
interests may be separute, when he finds all parties combined in declaring his authority 
null, in actively supporting his enemy, and in fact aiming at his life and Crown, simply 
because he refuses to recognize the right of His Holiness the Pope of Rome to appoint a 
Bishop of Abyssinia. 

In case of the King's failure, and his adversary’s success—a result which those I have 
mentioned are straining every nerve to secure, and on which assurance I presume that 
their proceedings are based—I still submit that the visit of the French Vice-Consul was 
premature ; he might have waited till the struggle was decided. 

It is not lor me to impugn the right of the French Government to recognize what 
authority it pleases in Abyssinia, and I must conclude that instructions have been given to 
the Vice-Consul, that gentleman as well as his Government being misled perhaps by false 
or imperfect information. 

The King will endeavour to establish absolute power, the only kind of government 
affording any hope of repose to Abyssinia, or of protection to foreigners. His rival would 
restore a military oligarchy, affording repose and protection to none, while constant 
rebellions will shake or subvert his authority. 

Dejaj Negoosee would if successful be forcedjto recognise the claims of the Patriarch 
of Egypt, i! not those of the Aboona in person, by the national and ecclesiastical voice; 
and from present occurrences 1 am obliged to surmise that the Catholic mission rests its 
hopes on an active French interference on the ground of Dejaj Negoosee having thus 
broken faith with the Vice-Consul ana iiis nation. 

I have, &c. 

Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 538. 

Consul Plow dm to the Earl of Clarendon.—{Received April 2, 1858.) 

(No. 20.) 

My Lord, _ j)ehra Tabor , November 19, 1857. 

IN my despatch No. 15 I stated that a person attached to the mission of Alon- 
signor de Jacobis had received a high appointment from Dejaj Negoosee, the King’s 
adversary in Tigre; 1 have now the honour to inform you that this person seized my 
messenger hearing despatches to Massowah, first chained him and then dismissed him. 
My despatches and private letters were forwarded to Dejaj Negoosee, with the seals 
broken open ; but I learn since that the packet is about to be sent back to me by that 
Chief. J 

Monsignor de Jacobis was present when my messenger was in chains, and, declaring 
that he could not interfere, as his former follower was no longer in his service but in 
that of Dejaj Negoosee, prepared to escort my packet himself to the camp. 

The follower in question, by name Deftara Koonfoo, has been fourteen or fifteen 
years with Monsignor de Jacobis, and whenever he can be useful to the mission in 
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Abyssinia is dismissed, and when his appointed duty is over returns to his superior; 
it being also patent to all that he is at all times implicitly submitted to him. 

This flimsy veil of separation therefore, though it is perhaps sufficient to screen 
Monsignor de Jacobis from being accused of active participation, which I do not wish 
to do, can scarcely serve to conceal the secret enmity that is at work. 

The despatches will doubtless be recovered and sent, and being thus warned, I shall 
in future send them by another road. 

I wish now to lay before your Lordship this further proof of the incorrectness of 
the Count Walewski s information as to the perfectly peaceful character of the Roman 
Catholic mission. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 

No. 539. 

Consul Ploioden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received April 2, 1858.) 

(No. 21.) 

My Lord, Debra Tabor , November 20, 1857. 

THE visits of the Indian navy to Massowah are desultory and distant, the affairs 
of Egypt ns a road to India are becoming daily more important, and the French and 
Austrian Governments are fixing their eyes on the African coast of the Red Sea as 
well as on Abyssinia. The proceedings of the former I have sufficiently reported in 
my late despatches, and the latter has sent agents to survey the coast from Massowah 
to Trajoura, proposing also to take possession of an island somewhere in those lati¬ 
tudes; moreover, the Archduke Maximilian seriously contemplated a visit to Abyssinia. 

It is my opinion that unless a British squadron he stationed in the Red Sea we 
shall not have that weight and influence in these quarters that are both our interest 
and our right. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 540. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarmden.— (Received April 2, 1858.) 

(No. 22.) 

My Lord. Dpbra Tabor, November 22, 1857. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that the Patriarch of Alexandria has taken leave 
of the King to return to Egypt; the King has given him a large quantity of ivory for 
himself, and he is moreover the hearer of a letter to the Viceroy of a pacific anti 
friendly tenor, accompanied by a present of horses and mules, in charge of two envoys. 

The Patriarch has engaged, I believe, that the Viceroy shall in return send arms 
and cannons to the King; however this may be, 1 have no doubt that the mission will 
be politely received and answered ; thus the obstacle foreseen by your Lordship to the 
transit through Egypt of a Mission from the King to Great Britain will be removed 
completely. 

While for this reason Her Majesty’s Consul-General will doubtless further the 
chances of a friendly reception in behalf of the King’s emissaries, I must at the same 
time inform your Lordship that the Patriarch has not shown the liberal spirit that might 
have been expected from one bred so near the influence of civilization. Misled, doubt¬ 
less, by the Bishop, Aboona Salama, they both strove to impress the King’s mind with 
a jealous fear of all Europeans, wishing that the Copts alone should have access to this 
country. The Aboona even went so far as to state plainly to the King that the English 
only sought his friendship to undermine his power and conquer his country. Your 
Lordship may imagine the effect of two such authorities combined upon a mind which, 
though intelligent, is fanatically religious, and already impregnated with traditional 
jealousy of Europeans, and the additional difficulties thus thrown in my way 

As. however, so crooked a policy is foreign both to my nature and to the principles 
of the English Government, 1 did my best to secure for the Patriarch a safe return 
to his country, at one time doubtful, and to induce the King to send a friendly Embassy 
to the Viceroy. 

t have. See. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 
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No. 541. 


Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received April 2, 1858.) 

(No. 23.) 

My Lord, Debra Tabor , November 25, 1857. 

J HAVE the honour to inclose a letter from the King addressed to Her Majesty, with 
a translation, wherein he states his intention, as soon as his present embarrassments shall 
be somewhat settled, of sending an Embassy to England. 

In this letter he carefully avoids calling me Consul, and he addresses Her Majesty in 
the most respectful idiom afforded by the Abyssinian language, and even as his superior, a 
consideration which he would, perhaps, show to no other person in the world. 

His word thus pledged he is certain to fulfil, and I wait, therefore, as long as my pre¬ 
carious state of health will permit me, in hopes of bringing to your Lordship the news of 
the complete submission of Abyssinia, and to escort his Ambassadors. 

He will send in the most friendly spirit, and we must see what effect our answer 
produces on his mind: he will give a friendly reception and protection to our travellers 
and merchants but I do not believe that he will ever consent to the residence of Consuls 
here, or to the planting of a flag in any part of his dominions. 

The manly pride of his character that will not risk the loss of an iota of his dignity 
may be seen in his present letter; as while surrounded by harassing enemies and endless 
difficulties, while knowing also that France is perhaps preparing to assist his chief opponent 
in Tigrtf, and scarcely yet believing that the Viceroy of Egypt is sincere in his friendly 
declarations, he still scorns to request our assistance, or to place himself under an 
obligation. 

His disdain of wealth or gain is the more remarkable in a country where all, from 
high to low, are beggars. 

In reply to my inquiry, “in what manner we could prove our friendship,” he would 
say nothing; but I would suggest that Her Majesty’s Government send to Massowah at 
once 200 or 300 percussion muskets of the old pattern not now in use, with a quantity of 
caps to match, for his soldiers, and one handsome piece for his own use, with 50 lbs. 
of good jxiwder, and some thousand caps, as an earnest of our intentions. 

He is a man worth supporting, in my opinion, and his character, though jealous, 
affords the only chance of dealing peacefully with Abyssinia. 

The French Vice-Consul and the Roman Catholic Mission have already spent large 
sums, to enable, if possible, his adversary Dejaj Negoosee to rival him, and three cannons 
arc now at Massowah for that purpose; but I think that the King, who starts on his 
campaign this day, will soon embarrass their projects. 

The arms, if sent, should be addressed to the King of Abyssinia, and care must be 
taken that no delay be caused by the Turkish authorities at Massowah, who are also much 
influenced during my long absence by the Catholics, when the proper moment shall arrive 
for me to present them. 

If any accident happens to the King, the gifts can be sold and the money replaced. 

1 make this suggestion, inasmuch as the King will value this mark ot consideration 
the more coining at a moment of difficulty, and will regard it as a sign of true and dis¬ 
interested friendship; nevertheless it must remain for your Lordship’s consideration, 
whether there is sufficient reason tor the step. The King knows nothing of ray intention to 
propose it. 

I have, See. 

(Signed* WALTER PLOWDEN. 


Approve. 


C. 


Minute . 


Inclosure in No. 541. 

Kiny Theodore to Her Majesty the Queen. 

(Translation.) 

THIS letter from Theodorus, King of Kings, of Ethiopia, is sent to the Queen of 
England, Victoria ; may your health he preserved and well as mine is ; praise be to God. 

1 have received and entertained Mr. Plowden, as your ambassador, in a spirit of 
friendship and goodwill. 

1 have nut sent him to you till now, owing to my constant campaigns and embar¬ 
rassments. . _ , . , r . , ,. 

You and I are both the children of Christ, in whose name also I seek your friendship. 
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Now, therefore, if shortly by His power I am successful and fortunate, I shall send to 
you Mr. Plowden, accompanied by other ambassadors of dignity, with the news of my 
fortunes and success, that so our pleasure therein may be mutual. 


No. 542. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received April 2, 1858.) 

(No. 24.) 

My Lord, Y/iip, November 26, 1857. 

IN my despatch No. 19 1 have detailed the proceedings of the French Vice-Consul, 
and I learn also that he proposes that titty French soldiers and artillerymen should be 
sent to ussist Dejaj Negoosee in disciplining his troops, and to point the cannon that are 
to be presented to him. 

I know not how far his Government will enter into his views, but I think it right to 
suggest to your Lordship to exert yourself to stop all such assistance being afforded at a 
critical moment; nor is it necessary for me, I think, to give any further reasons for such 
a course than those contained in my late despatches. 

The King’s death or defeat would be fatal to all hopes of peaceful communication 
with Abyssinia, and destroy the last chance of order and security. 

I have, &c 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 543. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received Apiil 2, 1858.) 

(No. 25.) 

My Lord, Gondar , November 30, 1857. 

With reference to my despatch No. 15 of the 8th September, 1 have the honour to 
state that I spoke to the Aboona Salama of the reports that were spread in France respecting 
his trade in the Red Sea, and he assured me distinctly that he carried on no commerce 
whatever there; and that if his name was used by other Copts, he in no way authorized 
them ; moreover, that any property of a commercial nature might be dealt with by the 
authorities as they pleased, or confiscated by the Roman Catholics, he having no personal 
interest therein, and requiring no protection from us in any such matter. 

True or not, the Aboona’s declaration is satisfactory, and I shall give instructions to 
my agent at Massowah conformably, reserving always the right of protecting what 1 am 
satisfied to be the private property of the Aboona. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 544. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received April 2, 1858.) 

(No. 26.) 

My Lord, Gondar , Nornnber 30, 1857. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose duplicates of seven despatches seized in Tigre, as 
stated in my despatch No. 20. 

I send this packet by a Protestant Missionary* proceeding to Egypt, vi& Khartoom. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 545. 

The Earl of Malmesbury to Earl Cowley. 

(No. 174.) 

My Lord, ^ Foreign Office , April 5, 1858. 

WITH reference to the Earl of Clarendon’s despatch to your Excellency, No. 1,517 
of the 27th October last, I inclose to you herewith a copy of a despatch from Her 
Majesty’s Consul in Abyssiniaf on the subject of the reported intention of the French 
Government to occupy the strip of land called Edd, on the west coast of the Red Sea. 

I am, Sic. 

(Signed) MALMESBURY. 


4 I 


Mr. FUd. 


f No. 535. 
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No. 546. 

The Earl of Malmesbury to Lord Cowley. 

(No. 175.) 

Uy Lord. Foreign Office, April 5, 1858. 

WITH reference to your Excellency’s despatch No. 446 of the 20th of March, 1857 
in which you inclosed a copy of a Memorandum from Count Walewski on the subject of 
the conduct of the Roman Catholic Missionaries in Abyssinia, and the relations of Her 
Majesty’s Consul in that country with a schismatic Bishop styled the Aboona Salama, l 
inclose to you herewith copies of several despatches from the Consul in Abyssinia,* justifying 
his previous assertions respecting the missionaries, and explaining the relation in which he 
stands to the Abooua Salama. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) MA LMESBUR Y. 


No. 547. 

Earl Cowley to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received April 7.) 

(No. 235.) 

My Lord, Paris, April 6, 1858. 

OFTEN as I have questioned Count W alewski respecting the supposed intention of 
a French Company to occupy Edd in the Red Sea, to which reference is made in your 
Lordship’s despatch No. 174 of the 5th instant, I have never succeeded in obtaining a 
positive answer from his Excellency. He has always put me off by asserting that he 
knew nothing of the matter, but would make inquiries; which promise he appears to 
have forgotten as soon as 1 have left his presence. 

The matter has become more delicate in respect of inquiry since Her Majesty’s 
Government have determined to reoccupy Perim; not that there is any analogy between 
the two cases, but because the French Government would, without doubt, protest against 
being called upon to give explanations in regard to Edd while Her Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment took quiet possession of Perim. 

This latter fact has not as yet been alluded to by Count Walewski to me, but the 
comments upon it in the French press are as hostile as they are inaccurate in details. 

I luive, &e. 

(8igned) COWLEY. 


No. 548. 

The Earl of Malmesbury to Consul Plowden. 

(No. 2.) 

Sir, Foreign Office , April 8, 1858. 

IN answer to your despatch No. 23 of the 25th of November last, which was received 
at this office on the 2nd instant, I have to acquaint you that Her Majesty’s Government 
would be glad to do auything to testify their good-will towards the King of Abyssinia, and 
that they are disposed to carry into effect your recommendation as to the Present to be 
sent to His Majesty. But Her Majesty’s Government wish to be informed in what manner 
you propose that the Present in question should be sent on from Massowah, in order to 
ensure its safe delivery. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) MALMESBURY. 


Minute. 

Before sending these arms, we had better ascertain whether there is any reasonable 
probability of their reaching their destination, which is a very doubtful matter, seeing that 
there is a district between Massowah and the King’s territories possessed by a hostile 
tribe. 

E. HAMMOND. 


• Not. 538, 535, 537, 538, and 543. 

/ 






No. 549. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon .— (Received May 4, 1858.) 

(No. 27.) V - 

My Lord, Oondar, December 15, 1857. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatches No. 6 of the 7th 
August, 1857, and No. 7 of the 27th August. 1857, the latter instructing me to afford 
assistance and protection to M. Messinger, a Swiss gentleman engaged in certain scientific 
researches on the northern frontier of Abyssinia, bordering on Taka. 

I shall obey those instructions when I find occasion, and when the King shall have 
included under his sway the distant province in which M. Messinger now resides, in 
company with some Roman Catholic Missionaries. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 



No. 560. 

The Due de Malakoff to the Earl of Malmesbury.—{Received June 23.) 

M. le Comte, Londres, 22 Join, 1858. 

D’APRES votre demande je m’empresse de vous faire parvenir copie de la d£p£che du 
Ministre de la Marine de l’Empereur, rdsumant les rapports adressds a son Dlpartement au 
sujet des scenes ddplorables dont le navire Fran^ais “ Regina Cadi ” a dtd le the&tre sur la 
cote occidentalc d’Afrique, et sur les incidents facheux auxquels co triste dvSnement a 
donnd lieu. 

Je m’attache it l’espdrance que vous m’avez donnee, qu’au moyen de ces rapports 
vous parviendrez, en attendant les rapports qui vous seront certainement faits sur ce trop 
regrettable conflit, it inieux faire connaitre h la Chambre des Lords I’etat de la question. 

Egaleraent pour rdpondre au dcsir que vous m’avez fait l’honneur de m'exprimer, je 
joins h ce pli une depdche sur les tristes incidents sur veil us entre Roi Theodore Ko^ah et 
le Chef de la Mission Catholique, Monseigueur de Jacobis. 

Je m’estiinerais fort heureux que votre Excellence puisse me inettre promptement it 
m&me dc communiquer it mon Gouvernement la teneur des instructions que, dans I’intlrdt 
de la justice et de l’humauite, il aura plu au Gouvernement Britannique de faire parvenir 
5 M. Plowden. 

Inaiaiq Arn 

(Signd) ' MAL. PELISSIER. 


Inclosure in No. 550. 

Count Walewski to the Due de Malakoff. 

M. le Marshal, Paris, le 19 Juin, 1868. 

EN Mars dernier j’ai remis h Lord Cowley une note relative it l’dtat des affaires 
religieuses en Abys&inic, et dans laquelle je signalais certains faits dont la mission 
Catholique avait eu a se plaindre de la part d’uti des chefs qui se disputent aujourd’hui 
ce pays. M. l'Ambassadeur d’Angleterre m’a remis en r^ponse a oette communication 
un memorandum oil, par suite du point de vue auquel s’est place le Consul de Sa 
Majeste Britannique it Massowah, le m£me dtat de chose# se trouve apprccie d’une 
manure differente. 

Quelques mots vous permettront de vous former une idee de la situation et de 
I’attitude que nous avons prise. 

Toute la contr^e connue sous le nom d’Abyssinie formait nagudre un royaume 
gouvernd par une seule famille. Dans le courant ties derniercs anndes, il s’est opdre une 
sorte de demembrement territorial. Plusieurs chefs ont substitud leur autorite celle des 
anciens rois, et la lutte pour la preponderance se trouve engagde aujourd’hui entre Thdodore 
Ko 9 ah, qui s’est empare de l’Amhara, et Negoussie, qui rdgne dans le Tigre. Nous n’avons 
pas h entrer dans I’examen de leu re pretentions respect ives. Nous nc pouvons que 
deplorer, dans un interdt d’humanite, leurs rivalites. Mais il nous cst impossible dc ne 
pas nous preoccuper vivement de la situation faite h la mission Latine dans l’Araliara. 

Le Roi Theodore Ko 9 ah a fait emprwonner cn 1855 le chef de la mission, Mon¬ 
seigneur de Jacobis, sans que ce digne prelat ait fourni un motif de plainte legitime. 
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AussitAt raise en liberty, Monseigneur de Jacobis a du se cacher pour se soustraire k de 
nouveaux slvicea. tin vieux pretre de 70 ans a €t6 torture jusqu’4 ce que mort sen suivit. 
L«s indigenes convcrtis ont et& eux-mAines tourraentes et l’on a inflig£ aux femmes 
enceintes des supplices qu’il est impossible de d&rire. Des biens appartenant a la mission 
ont 4t6 contisques. 

De tela actes, M. le Mar&haJ, appellent notre sollicitude. Toutefois 1’Agent Vice- 
Consul de I’Empereur k Massowah, quc sea instructions ont jusqu’ici tcnu a £gale distance 
des divers Chefs Abyssiniens, se trouve peut-Atre moins hcureusement plae£ que le Consul 
Anglais pour agir aupr&s de Theodore Ko^ah. Cet Agent, en eftet, qui s’est prononce 
d’une manidre formelle en faveur de Koyah, exerce notoireinent une influence omnipotente, 
Nous serious done heureux d’apprendre que lc Gouvemement de Sa Majesty Britannique, 
partageant notre maniere de voir, voulut bien donner a M. Plowden I'ordre d’user de son 
erddit pour obtenir de cc Chef quelques mesures rdparatrices. 

11 est particulidrement a ddsirer que les biens enldvds a la Mission Catholique lui 
soient rendus, et qu’elle obtknne des garanties de tolerance qui lui permettent de rentier 
avec s&iurit*? dans l’Amhara. C’est sur ces deux points que devraient surtout porter les 
instructions que le Gouvcrncrnent Anglais jugera, je l’espere, opportun d’adresser a son 
Agent dans ce pays. 

Je vous prie, M. le Mardchal, de vouloir bien entretenir k ce sujet Lord Malmesbury, 
et de me faire part de ses intentions. 

Agrdez, &c. 


No. 55 1. 

The Earl of Malmesbury to the Due de Malakoff. 

M. le Due, Foreign Office, June 25, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency's letter of the 
22nd instant * inclosing)various documents respecting the case of the French vessel “ Regina 
Cceli,” and also a copy ofa despatch from Count Walewski, requesting that Her Majesty's 
Consul in Abyssinia might, Ik* authorized to employ his good offices in favour of the 
Roman Catholic Mission in that country'. 

As regards this latter point 1 have the honour to inclose for your Excellency’s infor¬ 
mation a copy of an instruction which will be forwnrded to Her Majesty’s Consul by the 
mail of this day,t and which 1 hope will Ik* satisfactory to your Government and contribute 
to effect the object which they desire in Abyssinia. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) MALMESBURY. 


No. 55 2. 

The Due de Malakoff to the Earl of Malmeslury.—(Received June 25.) 

M. le Corate, Albert Gate House , le 25 Juin, 1858. 

J’Al rc^u la lettre que vous m’avez fait l’honneur de m’adrcsser k la date dc ce jour 

K ur m’envoyer copie du rapport du Copitaine Crott, Commandant dc M 1’Ethiop ” dans 
ffaire du “ Regina Cceli.’* 

J’ai n> 9 u tfgalement copie des instructions adress&s par votre Excellence au Consul 
de la Reine en Abyssinie, et je m’empresse dc vous rcmercier de l’envoi de ces deux docu¬ 
ments, que j’ai fait parvenir sans retard au Comte Walewski. 

Veuillez, &c. 

(Signe, MAL. PELISSIER. 


No. 55 3. 

The Earl of Malmesbury to Consul Plowden. 

(No. 3.) 

Sir, Foreign Office , June 25, 1858. 

THE French Ambassador communicated to me a few days ago the despatch from 
Count Walewski, of which 1 inclose a copy4 directing him to request that you might be 

* No. 650. f No. 553. | Incloture in No. 550. 
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authorized to use your good offices in behalf of Roman Catholics, whether native converto 
or foreigners, in Abyssi^and specifically to obtain the restitution of the property^ 
to have been taken from the Roman Catholic Mission, and such an assurance of tolcra- 
tion for its members as may admit of their returning in safety to the Amhara. 

You are already aware of the wish of Her Majesty's late Government, winch is 
entirely shared bv Her Majesty's present Advisers, that the utmost toleration should be 
obtained from the rulers in Abyssinia for the members of all Christian creeds, and 
although no further statement to that effect is required for your own guidance; yet it may 
assist you in the representations which, in conformity with the request of 
Government, I have now to instruct you to make to the King with whom you arein ffirect 
communication, that you should have it in your power to mfonn hma thrt ttoto repre- 
sentations are made under the special and direct instructions of the British Government 
who earnestly recommend to him to treat with favour and impartiality the members of the 
Church of Rome, including, of course, the Mission property so called, as the coun.in.oat 
likely to conduce to his own honour and to secure tor him the sympathy and good-will 
all the nations of Europe ; and as earnest of his good disposition towards them, to comply 
with the requests which the French Government, through you, prefer on their behalt. 

(Signed) MALMESBURY. 


Minute . 

If Plowden is right, the French Missionaries do not always act as could be desired, 
and there is not much chance of the King’s being persuaded to deal less harshly with 

thera - E. HAMMOND. 


No. 55 4. 


The Earl of Malmesbury to Earl Cowley. 


GL°j ord ^ Foreign Office , June 26, 1858. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 175 of the 5th ot April last,* 1 inclose tor your 
Excellency’s information, a copy of a despatch from Count Walewski, which has been 
communicated to me by the French Ambassador at this Court, requesting that Her 
Majesty’s Consul in Abyssinia might be authorized to employ his good offices in tavour 
of the'Roman Catholic mission in that country, together with a copy ot a despatch on 
the subject which I have in consequence addressed to Mr. I lowden, and a copy ot a 
note to M. de Malakoff, inclosing a copy of that despatch.f 

I am, &c. 

,«•_iv as a t TLnraniTPV 


(Signed) MALMESBURY. 


No. 555. 

Lord Cowley to the Earl of Malmesbury .—(Received June 29.) 

MtLotIl Pari», JuM 28 > 1858 - 

J COUNT WALEWSKI is anxious to convey to your Lordship his thanks for the 

instructions sent to Mr. Plowden respecting the Roman Catholics in Abyssinia, to which 
▼our despatch No. 578 ot the 20th instant refers. 

J I have, &c. 

(Signed) COWLEY. 


No. 556. 

Consul Finn to the Earl of Malmesbury.— (Received July 12.) 

(No. 9. Political.) _ , . 01 

My Lord, Jerusalem, June 21,1858. 

I HAVE the honour to report the unusual circumstance of a visit to Jerusalem ol 

of persons in high rank, natives of Abyssinia. 

• No. 546. t Inclosure in No. 550; Not. 651 and 553. ^ ^ 
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These were, a Councillor of State (Maccar) named Michail (or Guebra Yussoa), 
and a military commander of 3,000 Infantry and 7,000 Cavalry, as we were told. They 
were attended by a military officer from the part of His Highness the Viceroy of Egypt. 

Their residence was in the Coptic convent, the adjoining Abyssinian convent being 
in too ruined a condition for their reception. And they repaired to the sacred localities 
of the Christian religion in Jerusalem and Bethlehem. 

On the 10th instant 1 visited them, with which they expressed themselves much 
pleased. 

I reminded them of their people, when in this country, being under Her Majesty’s 
gracious protection, by your Lordship’s directions in 1852 ; and that, aware of their 
depressed state in Jerusalem, I had lately taken advantage of a deputation returning 
thither to address a letter to the King, informing him of their protection here, and of 
my desire to carry out Her Majesty’s benevolent intentions. That I had lately esta¬ 
blished one of themselves as President over the rest, and should be glad if some 
effectual measures could be taken for confirming them in their right to their own 
convent here, which, although known by all parties to be theirs, as long as it is kept 
out of a legal Court, might be lost to them if contested, since all their documents were 
destroyed some years ago, probably at the instigation of the Copts and Armenians, under 
pretext of danger of plague. 

The Maccas promised to recommend to his King the sending of a properly appointed 
officer to superintend the Abyssinian affairs in Jerusalem. 

Of late years I have had Abyssinian servants always in my household, and one of 
these has left this country in the train of the Maccar, in order to return with him to 
his home. 

i find them an undisciplined but high-spirited people ; proud of being independent 
of Mahometans, and, in their own country, able to cope with and resist the latter, on 
more than equal terms, in the name of Christianity. 

They seem to me far more susceptible of improvement than Arab peasantry; and 
they have no idea of looking up to any other European Power than England. 

It is a remarkable fact that the Mahometans are in the habit of citing ancient 
traditions to the effect that the Abyssinians are destined to destroy Mecca and Medina. 

And not less remarkable is the extraordinary reverence which in Abyssinia is 
paid to persons or objects reaching them from Jerusalem. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES FINN. 


No. 557. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received August 9.) 

(No, 1.) 

My Lord, Oondar , March 31, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to state that I have been at my post in Abyssinia, and in the 
execution of my duties, during the whole of the quarter ending this day. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 558. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received August 9.) 

(No. 2.) 

My Lord, Torumba, June 5, 1858. 

CIRCUMSTANCES have still prevented the King from putting into execution his 
projected campaign against Dejaj Negoosee in Tigrd, but in the meanwhile he lias not 
been idle. 

He has made many and successful expeditions against those enemies in the South, 
and amongst the Gallas who are in league to uphold Dejajmatch Negoosee as their last 
hope of evading the vigorous sway of the King; he has made a severe example of several 
rebel chiefs who fell into his power, and. whilst keeping in check the Gallas, has driven 
Negoosee's force across the Takkazie, he has also entirely repossessed himself of the 
important kingdom of Lasta, whose chief had rebelled and joined the enemy. 

In the meantime Dejajmatch Kasai, the lieutenant of the King in Tigrd, has gained 
a decisive success over a considerable body of Negoosee’s troops sent against him, and we 
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are now looking forward with some certainty to a decisive movement against that chief 
which I have no doubt will be completely successful. 

I remain still, the rather that the King always talks with increasing pleasure and 
eagerness of his intended Embassy to England, and has even several times spoken ot 
sending his only son. 

It is evident that our future relations depend upon the life and fortunes of one man, 
and are therefore precarious, but this is natural in a kingdom so disorganized, and. during 
so fierce a struggle for supremacy; but, unless I receive orders to the contrary, I must 
still consider it my duty to remain at all hazards, at any rate till the end of the rainy 
season in November. 

I might stay at Massowah to await the issue, and, if nothing decisive be done, I 
propose to go there by the Sennaar frontier in November next; till then I strive to 
increase the King's friendly dispositions, that might cool in my absence, and to assist 
him with my advice. 

My messengers are laid wait for in Tigr£, and the rains now set in; unless, therefore, 
the King makes some decisive movement during this month, my correspondence will 
necessarily be somewhat interrupted. 

I eave, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 559. 

Captain Pullen, R.N ., to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received November 28.) 

My Lord, u Cyclops ,” Jeddah , November 7, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that a Mr. Theoleinedan Maderakal, 
an Abvssinian, educated at Malta Protestant College as a missionary for his native country, 
arrived here from Massowah, completely destitute. 

He has been, according to his own statement, employed for the last four years on the 
Mission, and although he was promised a certain salary he has never received any ; the 
letters he has written on the subject have been nnanswered, and lie is now without any 
means of subsistance; his education unfits him for labour, and he seems, according to his 
own statement, which is supported by documents in his possession, to have been unfairly 
treated by those who gave him the education he received, which unfits him for the station 
in which he was born. 

Not knowiug what to do with him, as the authorities would not permit him to reside 
here, I have forwarded him to Cairo, to the missionary there, and he will doubtless be 
thrown on the hands of the Consul there. 

Under these circumstances, I beg, therefore, the interference of your Lordship. 

By this person I received the information contained in the inclosed letter, which 1 
have forwarded to the Company’s Political Resident at Aden, and I would suggest to your 
Lordship whether it would not be desirable for the ships of war to call at Massowah on their 
passage down the sea from this place. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. J. L. PULLEN, 

Her Majesty's Commissioner for the Affairs of Jeddah. 


Inclosure in No. 559. 

Captain Pullen , R N^ to Brigadier Coghlan. 

Sir, u Cyclops ,” Jeddah , November 7, 1858. 

FROM information received from Massowah, I learn that the Emperor of Abyssinia 
had, on hearing the news of the bombardment of Jeddah, given the most urgent orders 
for putting an entire stop to the Slave Trade in or through his dominions. 

I am also informed that he intended to visit Gondar, and that thence be would proceed 
to Massowah, to expel the Turkish garrison from that place, and to resume his authority 
over it. 

It is also stated that he entertains intentions of proceeding to Sennaar. 

The reports circulated in Abyssinia were to the effect that Jeddah had been half 
destroyed, as well as about thirty beghlahs ; and wherever this was heard, it was received by 
the population with rejoicings and acclamations. 

In order that Her Majesty’s Consul may have every assistance, I would suggest to 
you, in the absence of certain information, whether the presence of a ship of war at 


- 
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Massowah would not be advisable. Should the information now obtained be correct, this 
would be very necessary; whereas, should it prove incorrect, the exact truth would be 
known. 

I apprehend that no active interference can be made, except for the protection of our 
own interests, of which the Consul is the best judge ; but by offering wrong to none, in no 
case suffering wrong from any without calm and temperate rebuke, will best insure the 
respect of our name in this part of the world. 

It may be necessary in the opinion of Mr. Plowden, Her Majesty’s Consul, for a ship 
of war to visit Suakin, the great port of egress for slaves intended for the Red Sea mar cets, 
in which case I would suggest that the attention of the officer commanding the ship should 
be drawn to the following. 

it may be known to you that for some time there has been a question with regard to 
the salt in that locality, as well as at Salaka and Roway, and any certain information on the 
subject would be acceptable. 

1st. As to which of these places is it principally obtained ? 

2nd. Is it the production of mines, or caused by solar evaporation ? 

3rd. The means of obtaining it? 

4th. Whether any export duty is demanded on it ? 

It would also be desirable to ascertain whether there are any deposits of guano along 
the coast: its quality and quantity, the manner of collecting it, and the price for which 
under ordinary circumstances it could be placed on board ship. 

A report on these subjects could be forwarded to Her Majesty’s Government, and 1 
Ixg you will be good enough to send me a copy of it. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. J. S. PULLEN. 


No. 560. 

Mr. Hammond to Mr. Merit ale. 

Sir, Foreign Office, November 30, 1858. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Malmesbury to transmit to you, to be laid before the 
Secretary of State for the Colonics, a copy of a despatch from Captain Pullen, of Her 
Majesty’s ship “Cyclops,”* respecting the case of an Abyssinian who was educated in the 
Protestant College at Malta as a missionary for his native country, and who had arrived at 
Jeddah from Massowah in a state of destitution, not having received during the last four 
years the salary which he alleges was promised to him by those who educated him. 

Captain Pullen states that he has sent this person to Cairo, where he will probably be 
thrown on the hands of 1 ler Majesty’s Consul; and under these circumstances I am to 
request you to move Sir Edward Lytton to acquaint Lord Malmesbury with his opinion as 
to the steps which the Consul at Cairo should be instructed to take with regard to the 
disposal of this missionary if he should appeal to him for support. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


No. 561. 

Mr. Merivale to Mr. Hammond.—(Received December 9.) 

Sir, Downing Street , December 8, 1858. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir E. B. Lytton to acquaint you, for the information of 
the Earl of Malmesbury, that he has instructed Governor Sir J. G. le Mar chant to 
communicate with the authorities of the Protestant College at Malta, with a view to 
procuring assistance for Mr. Theolcinedan Maderakal, if his statement should be found 
correct. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) HERMAN MERIVALE. 


/ 


* Indosun? in No. 559 . 
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No. 562. 

The Earl of Malmesbury to Mr. Green. 


(No 61<) wmesbury to Mr. Green. 

Sir, 

Theolemedan Maderakal, who,'haring readied Jeddah frol’T 1811 named 

condition, was sent to Cairo by Captafn Pullen Massowah in a destitute 

that the C0l ° nial informing me 

College there, in order to procured".»*—* 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) MALMESBURY. 


• lnclofure in No. 559 . 
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No. 563. 


Mr. Green to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received January 21.) 

(No. 2.) 

My Lord, Alexandria , January 8, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch No. 61 
of the 15th ultimo,* respecting the Abyssinian Missionary named Theolemedan Maderakal, 
who was sent from Jeddah to Cairo by Captain Pullen, and I have informed Acting Consul 
Muller that the Governor of Malta has been instructed to communicate with the 
authorities of the Protestant College of that island, with a view of procuring assistance 
for M. Maderakal, if his statement should be found correct. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) J. GREEN. 


No. 564. 

Mr. Merivale to Mr. Hammond.—(Received February 5.) 

Sir, Downing Street , February 4, 1859. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 30th of November last and to my reply of the 
8th of December,f respecting the case of an Abyssinian named Theolemedan Maderakal, 
who was educated at the Protestant College at Malta, I am directed by Secretary Sir 
E. Lytton to transmit to you, for the information of the Earl of Malmesbury, a copy of a 
letter from the Principal of the Protestant College of St. Julians in that island on the 
subject. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) HERMAN MERIVALE. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 564. 

Sir J. le Marchant to Sir E. Lytton. 

Sir, Palace, Valetta, January 22, 1859. 

WITH reference to your despatch of the 6th December last, requiring information 
respecting an individual of the name of Theolemedan Maderakal, I have the honour to 
transmit herewith a copy of a letter which has been received from the Rev. C. P. Miles, 
Principal of the Protestant College at St. Julians in this island, on the subject. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. GASPARD LE MARCHANT. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 564. 


The Rev. C. Miles to Mr. Houlton. 


Sir, The College , St. Julians , January 12, 1859. 

IN further reply to your letter bearing the date of the 15th of last month, I am now 
able to forward to you, for the information of his Excellency the Governor, the following 
particulars connected with a former student in this institution:— 

1. We are not acquainted with any student or other person of the name of Theolemedan 
MadczahaJ—the name given in the despatch of Captain Pullen ; but a theological pupil, 


• No. 562. t No*. 560 and 561. 
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called Apdel Messih Maderakal, completed his education here, after having been partially 
instructed in a Jesuit’s school in France, and subsequently sent to the school of the 
Rev. Mr. Lieder at Cairo. It was on the recommendation of Mr. Lieder that Maderakal 
was admitted to the Malta Protestant College. 

2. During his stay at this college he conducted himself to the satisfaction of the 
authorities, and having finished his course of studies, he left Malta, and at the expense of 
the Church Missionary Society joined the Rev. Dr. Krapf, a well-known and approved 
missionary in the service of the Church of England; and in January 1855 he started 
from Cairo, with Dr. Krapf and another missionary, on his journey to Abyssinia, where 
(at Adoa, the capital of Tigrd) he is reported to have opened a school and to have com¬ 
menced his labours under auspicious circumstances. The family of Maderakal were 
supposed to be in a position far removed from poverty. The Church Missionary Society 
not having a mission in Abyssinia, did not undertake to find employment for him, nor, as 
far as my information extends, did any society promise to supply him with funds. His 
subsequent career is not known to the authorities of Malta College. 

3. Maderakal entered this institution in August 1849, aged 21 years, and left Malta 
in December 1854. 

4. The above statement will be a sufficient answer to the remarks of Captain Pullen, 
when he says that Maderakal seems to have been “ unfairly treated by those who gave him 
the education he has received ; ” and I may add that every free student or theological 
pupil that enters this college subscribes before he is admitted the following Article: “That 
he will not consider he has any claim to be supported at the expense of the Directors after 
he shall have left the institution.” In fact, the Malta Protestant College was established, 
not to provide employment for men, but to qualify men by education for employment; and 
if Maderakal with a liberal education has failed in maintaining a position suitable to his 
attainments, the cause of his failure must be sought for in some other source than the 
kindness gratuitously shown to him during the five years devoted to his instruction. 

I have, Sec. 

(Signed) CHARLES POPHAM MILES, 

Principal of Malta College. 


No. 565. 

The Earl of Malmesbury to Mr. Green. 

(No. 6.) 

Bir, , Foreign Office , February 9, 1859. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 61 of the 15th of December,* I transmit for your 
information a copy of a letter from the Colonial Office,f inclosing an explanatory statement 
drawn up by the Principal of the Protestant College at Malta, respecting a former student 
in that seminary, named Apdel Messih Maderakal, who is supposed to be the same person 
as the distressed Abyssinian who was sent from Jeddah to Cairo by Captain Pullen. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) MALMESBURY. 


No. 566. 

Mr. Green to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received March 16.) 

(No. 21.) 

My Lord, Alexandria, March 3, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowdedge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch No. 5 of 
the 9th ultimo,} transmitting to me a copy of a letter from the Principal of the Protestant 
College of St. Julian’s in Malta, the tenor of which I have instructed Mr. Acting Consul 
Muller to communicate to the Abyssinian missionary, Theolemedan Maderakal. 

I have, Sec. 

(.Signed) J. GREEN. 
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No. 567. 

Consul Plotcden to the Bari of Clarendon.—(Received April 13, 1859.) 


(No. 3.) 

My Lord, Daoout, June 30, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to state that I have been at my post in Abyssinia, and engaged 
in the execution of my duties, during the whole of the auarter ended this day. 

I nave, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 568. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received April 13, 1859.) 

(No. 4.) 

My Lord, Worrahaimano, July 5, 1858. 

IN my despatch No. 2 of this year* I mentioned that circumstances had hitherto 
delayed the King’s intended campaign against the rebel Chief in Tigr& 

In June, the Gallas of Wallo and others united under a chief of determined character: 
acting in concert with the rebels in Tigrd they ravaged several provinces, and threatened 
to destroy everything as far as Gondar, should the King venture to absent himself. 

As this Chief had assembled 50,000 horse, inflamed by the fanatic ardour of lslamism, 
added to their national love of plunder and slaughter, the danger was too formidable and 
too immediate to be neglected; and the King, leaving Dejaj Negoosee and his army to 
their future destiny, is now engaged in the arduous task of destroying this Mahratta foe ; 
there being no chance of his proposed mission to England for months to come. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 569. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Clarendon.—(Received April 13, 1859.) 

(No. 5.) 

My Lord, Mukdilla, September 30, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that I have been at my post in Abyssinia, and 
engaged in the execution of my duties, during the whole of the quarter ended this day. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 570. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received April 13, 1859.) 

(No. 6.) 

My Lord, Wadla, November 15, 1858. 

I HAVE only just received your Lordship’s despatch of the 24th March,f inclosing a 
letter from Mr. Cooley respecting the traffic in guano. 

In the interior of Abyssinia there is absolutely no labouring class : they may be poor, 
but the means of subsistence are so plentiful in proportion to the population, that no one 
is inclined to make any extra exertion ; besides, the cost of carriage could not be repaid 
to the gatherer. 

On the coast, the Bedouins are poor and willing enough to engage in labour ; and I 
doubt not that a small supply might be obtained in the way suggested by Mr. Cooley. 

I do not think that any great quantity can ever be procured; but as the proposal is 
worthy of consideration, I shall direct my agent at Massowah to collect a quantity of 
guano at his own cost, and shall, when time serves, report to Her Majesty’s Government 
all the particulars of his experiment. 

I have, See. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 
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No. 571. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received April 13, 1859.) 


(No. 7.) 

My Lord, Wadla, November 15, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No. 2 of the 
8th April.* 

I have stated in my despatch No. 4 of this year.t that the King is engaged in a furious 
war against the Gallas, and that Tigre, the readiest access to Abyssinia, remains in the 
hands of the enemy. 

Shoa is submitted to the King, but we could not trust to the safe passage of fire-arms 
through the savage Adals, between that district and the sea, who have stopped even the 
caravan trade to Tajurrah. 

Under the circumstances, I am of opinion that the present suggested in No. 23 of 
1857J should be sent to Aden, and there await, a favourable opportunity of transmission to 
Massowah, when 1 shall be able to announce the King’s successful occupation of Tigrt?. 

Should this not occur, the loss will be little more than the cost of transport, which 
should be by a coal vessel to Aden round the Cape of Good Hope. 

As to the difficulty with the Turkish authorities of Massowah, which is of course to be 
expected; I think there is but one course,—that Her Majesty’s Government should 
distinctly state to the Porte, the friendly negotiations commenced with the Abyssinian 
King, and should insist on a free transit through Massowah on all occasions. 

A Vizirial letter to this effect should lie sent to the Pasha of Jeddah for transmission 
to Massowah, with a duplicate to myself or my agent; the nature of the goods being 
distinctly mentioned therein, as well as the general principle. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN, 


No. 572. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received April 13, 1859.) 

(No. 8.) 

My Lord, Wadla, November 15, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to forward the return in triplicate required by your circular of the 
10th November, 1857. 

This circular was received at Massowah by my agent only on the Oth July last, and, 
owing to the rainy season and other difficulties, reached me but a few days ago. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


Inclosure in No. 572. 

Statement of Persons Employed in the Office of Her Majesty’s Consul at Abyssinia. 


NAME. 

OPPICE. 

Allowance, 
paid by 
Government. 

Allowance, 
paid from 
Pees. 

Allowance, 
paid by 
Conan). 

Wholly em¬ 
ployed in the 
Consulate. 

Partially em¬ 
ployed in the 
( ousulate, and 
bow long. 

Length of 
Service in 
the Con¬ 
sulate. 

Raphael Barroni 

Abdallah Effendi 

Dcftara Woodiuuh 
lladji Bedros .. 
Employed aa nceeaaary 1 
and changed .. | 

Secretary and Agent 
Arabic writer 
Amharic writer .. 
Turkish dragoman.. 
Messengers 

A by ssimans 

* 

z za!Zt< 

i Mir 

a. 

£ 9. d. 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None j 

£ 9. d. 

50 0 0 

14 0 0 

5 0 0 
Now 
About 1 
20 0 0/ 

Yea 

Ye. 

Ye. 

Six yean 

Ten year* 
Ten yean 
Pour years 
Six years 


(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 573. 

Consul Plowden to Earl of Malmesbury , No. 9, November 15, 1858. 

[Not received at the Foreign Office.] 

Recommending appointment of Mr. Barroni as Vice-Consul at Massowah. See No. 617. 
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No. 574. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received April 13, 1859.) 

(No. 10.) 

My Lord, Wadla , November 20, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that the King is still engaged in prosecuting 
the war against the Gallas alluded to in my despatch of the 5th July last, No. 4,* with 
much vigour and success ; but I cannot pretend to say with certainty when he will be 
disposed to turn his arms towards TigrA 

This can only be when he feels that his more pressing enemy is sufficiently enfeebled 
to insure the repose of those provinces that he must then leave somewhat unprotected 
for a time. 

1 have, &e. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 573. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received April 13, 1859.) 

(No. 11.) 

My Lord, Wadla, November 20, 1858. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that I hear from sources which, though not 
official, are entitled to consideration, that Seyd Pasha has determined on sending an 
army to Abyssinia for its subjugation, and is reported to have said that no Sovereign 
should dictate to him on this point. 

I cannot believe that such a course could be contemplated without its being heard 
of by Her Majesty’s Representative in Egypt; still less that it should not have been at 
once officially communicated to me: and least of all, that it should ever be carried into 
execution. 

The British Government has repeatedly stated that it is determined to assert the 
independence of Abyssinia; and the last letter I received from the Consul-General 
conveyed the distinct assurance of Seyd Pasha that hostile movements against Abyssinia 
were the very farthest from his mind. These assurances I officially laid before the King. 

As, however, it is just possible that Her Majesty’s Consul-General may be blinded 
by a statement that these military movements have another destination, and as my great 
distance precludes the chance of rapid information, and makes me cautious, as much 
mischief may be done during the delay of my letters that no subsequent exertions can 
remedy, 1 have no doubt that a vigorous watch will be ordered to be kept over all move¬ 
ments of the Egyptian troops. 

If Seyd Pasha has such an intention, it is certain that no overt act of hostility on 
the part of the King can be alleged as a pretext for the invasion ; I can only attribute it 
to his having formed an idea that the King’s ambition and energy, with the possibility 
of our friendly assistance to him in organizing his Government, may at some future day 
render him a formidable enemy. But the Viceroy is surely strong enough to abide the 
provocation that will render him blameless in the eyes of Europe. 

As far as England is concerned, I think it would be an excellent thing to have in 
this part of Africa a Christian Sovereign, powerful and friendly; and I only wait the 
moment when the King shall have triumphed absolutely over his foes here, and shall 
send an Embassy to England, to propose our formal acknowledgment of his sway, and our 
intention to support it within all reasonable limits. 

Should he hereafter refuse to meet our friendly proposals, and attempt to exclude 
us from his country, it will then be expedient perhaps that the Viceroy of Egypt should 
show him the power of discipline and the resources of civilization, thereby compelling 
him to have recourse to the friendly mediation of allies; but this can only be politic 
when Abyssinia is completely submitted to him,—otherwise with many Chiefs no clear or 
decisive negotiation can be entered into. 

It is evident that should such a blow be given to his yet infant authority it cannot 
resist the shock, and Egypt must then possess Abyssinia as the lesser evil. 

I doubt not, supposing the attack, that the King, embarrassed as he is by numerous 
and powerful foes, will still make a gallant stand. It is, however, better that at present 
he should not be exposed to this great, perhaps fatal, trial. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


• No. 568. 
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No. 576. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received April 13, 1859.) 

(No. 12.) 

My Lord, Wadla, November 21, 1858. 

IN my despatch No. 21 of the 20th November, 1857* I expressed an opinion that a 
British naval squadron should cruize in the Red Sea. 

The eveuts that have occurred lately at Jeddah, the increased interest in the 
suppression of the Slave Trade, caused by the compliance of the Sultan with our wishes, 
and the contemplated scheme for an electric telegraph from Egypt to India, requiring, if 
carried out, a greater certainty of efficient protection, emboldens me to refer to that 
despatch, and again to suggest that at least two steamers with an efficient armament 
should be placed at the disposal of the Governor of Aden, to visit at regular intervals the 
Red Sea ports. 

These steamers could of course, in case of emergency, be available for other purposes; 
in the mean time our Agents and interests in these parts would be respected and sate, our 
communication with Europe more certain and regular, and I need scarcely add that our 
position in the Red Sea must have an important influence upon our relations with 
Abyssinia. 

Two steamers would be scarcely missed from the vast navy of Great Britain, and our 
position in the world depends more than that of any other nation on the efficient protection 
of our foreign Agents. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 



No. 577. 

The Earl of Malmesbury to Sir H. Bulwer. 

(No. 222.) 

Sir, Foreign Office , April 18, 1859. 

I TRANSMIT, for your Excellency’s information, a copy of a despatch from 
Mr. Consul Plowden respecting the reported intention of Seyd Pasha to invade Abyssinia.f 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) MALMESBURY. 


No. 578. 

Mr. Hammond to Secretary to Admiralty , April 19, 1859 


No. 579. 

Mr. Hammond to the Secretary to the Board of Trade. 
gj r> Foreign Office , April 23, 1859. 

WITH regard to Sir E. Tennent’i letter of the 18th of March, 1858.J transmits ig a 
copy of a letter from Mr. Cooley relative to the probability of obtaining a supply of guano 
from the coasts of Abyssinia, and suggesting that the attention of Her Majesty’s Consul at 
Massowah should be called to that subject, I am directed by the Earl of Malmesbury 
to transmit to you herewith, for the information of the Lords of the Committee of 
Privy Council for Trade, a copy of a despatch from Mr. Plowden reporting his opinion 

thereon.§ ^ am » ^ £C * 

8 (Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


No. 580. 

Mr. Hammond to Mr. Hawes. 

Foreign Office, April 27, 1859. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Malmesbury to request that you will inform Secretary 
Major-General Peel that Mr. Plowden, Her Majesty’s Consul at Massowah, has suggested 
to Her Majesty’s Govemment|| that it would be an acceptable present to the King of 
Abyssinia if 200 or 300 percussion muskets of the old pattern, not now in use 
in tier Majesty’s service, with a supply of percussion caps, for the use of his own soldiers, 
and one handsome piece for the King’s own use, with 50 pounds of powder, were to be 

• No. 639. f No. 676. ! No. 527. 4 No. 570. |) No. 541. 
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sent to him from this country. Lord Malmesbury being disposed to entertain this suggestion, 
I am to request that you will move General Peel to cause his Lordship to be informed 
whether the articles in question can be supplied by the War Department, and what the 
cost of them would be. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


No. 581. 

Mr. Hawes to Mr. Hammond.—(Received May 7.) 

Sir, War Office , May 7, 1859. 

IN reply to your letter of the 27th April,* requesting, by desire of the Earl of 
Malmesbury, to be informed whether 200 or 300 percussion muskets of the old pattern, 
not now in use in Her Majesty’s service, with a supply of caps and powder, could not be 
furnished to the King of Abyssinia, as well as a handsome piece for use of His Majesty ; 
I am directed by Secretary Major-General Peel, with reference to the supply of the 
percussion arms, to submit for the consideration of Lord Malmesbury whether it would be 
advisable at the present time to issue from store any arms which are servicable. 

With regard to the piece for the private use of His Majesty, I am directed to acquaint 
you for the information of his Lordship that orders have been given for the supply of the 
same, together with 50 lbs. of powder. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) B. HAWES. 


No. 582. 

Mr. Hammond to Mr. Hawes. 

Sir, Foreign Office , May 12, 1859. 

IN reply to your letter of the 7th instant, I am directed by the Earl of Malmesbury to 
request that you will acquaint Secretary Major-General Peel that his Lordship concurs in 
his opinion that it would not be advisable at the present time to issue from store, for the 
use of the King of Abyssinia, any arms which are servicable; but I am at the same time 
to state to you that Lord Malmesbury would suggest that flint arms might be furnished to 
the King of Abyssinia instead of percussion muskets, us suggested by Consul Plowden. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


No. 583. 

Sir H. Bulwer to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received May 21.) 

(No. 320.) y 

My Lord, Constantinople , May 11 , 1859. 

IN pursuance of your Lordship’s instruction No. 222 of the 18th ultimo,f I have 
inquired of Fuad Pasha whether he had heard anything of an intention attributed to the 
Pasha of Egypt of attacking Abyssinia, as stated in Consul Plowden’s report of November 
last. His Excellency informs me in reply that the Porte had no knowledge of any such 
intention on the part of Seyd Pasha, and that he thought there was no foundation for 
Mr. Plowden’s alarm. 1 shall, however, insist upon distinct orders being sent to the 
Viceroy to abstain from any hostile aggressions in that quarter. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) HENRY L. BULWER. 


No. 584. 

Mr. Godley to Mr. Hammond.—(Received May 26.) 

War Office, May 25, 1859. 

WITH reference to your communication of the 12th instant,| and also to the letter 
from this Department dated 7th instant, on the subject of the supply of small arms for 
the service of the King of Abyssinia ; I am directed by Secretary Major-General Peel to 

• No. 580. t No. 577. J No. 582. 
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state, for Lord Malmesbury’s information, that he does not think it advisable, under 
present circumstances, to issue 200 or 300 muskets of any description from Her Majesty s 
stores, but that an ornamented rifle, with a proportion of ammunition, has been directed 

to be prepared for the King of Abyssinia’s personal use. 

r r 1 1 I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. R. GODLEY. 


Minute. 

Inform Mr. Plowden, and tell him that the rifle will be sent to Aden, to await his 
further directions Write to Admiralty to forward the rifle. ^ 


No. 585. 

Military Store Office, Tower , May 1859. 

DELIVERED out of Her Majesty’s stores at this place, to Her Majesty’s Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs, the under-mentioned particulars: 

For the King of Abyssinia. 

In full of Order, May 4, 1859, T 511. 

Rifle, with rammer and implements .. • • 

Cone and screw-driver for Deane’s revolver .. •< 1 

Case.. .. .. • • • • . • 1 

(Signed) H. V. MOORE, 

For Principal Military Storekeer. 

The above forwarded by hand. The carriage to be paid in London. 


No. 586. 

Mr. Hammond to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 

gj r Foreign Office , May 31, 1859. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Malmesbury to request that you will move the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty to forward to Aden, there to await the directions of 
Mr. Plowden, Her Majesty’s Consul at Massowah, the accompanying case, containing an 
ornamented rifle, with ammunition, which is intended by Her Majesty’s Government as a 
present to the King of Abyssinia. ^ ^ 

(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


No. 587- 

Mr. Hammond to Consul Plowden. 

( s ^°- 1-) Foreign Office, May 31, 1869. 

THE Earl of Malmesbury has received, and has referred for the consideration of 
Secretary Major-General Peel, your despatch No. 7 of the 15th of November last, 
sumrestine that it would be an acceptable present to the King of Abyssinia if a certain 
number of muskets for the use of his soldiers, and a handsome piece for the King s own 
use, with 50 pounds of powder, were to be sent to him from England. . , 

In reply I am directed by Lord Malmesbury to acquaint you that Her Majesty s 
Government do not consider it advisable, under present circumstances to issue muskets ol 
any description from Her Majesty’s stores; but that an ornamented nfle, with a proportion 
ot ammunition, has been prepared for the King of Abyssinia s personal use, which will be 
forwarded to Aden to await your further directions. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 
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No. 588. 

The Secretary to the Admiralty to Mr. Hammond.—(Received June 3.) 

Sir, __ Admiralty, June 2, 1859. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 31st ultimo,* I am commanded by my Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty to acquaint you, for the information of the Earl of 
Malmesbury, that they have ordered the case containing the ornamental rifle intended 
by Her Majesty’s Government as a present to the King of Abyssinia to be delivered to 
the Admiralty Agent who will proceed in the next packet conveying the East India 
mail, with instructions to transfer the same to the Admiralty Agent on the other side 
the Isthmus, who is to place it in charge of the Agent of the Peninsular and Oriental 
Steam Navigation Company at Aden, to await the directions of Mr. Plowden, Her 
Majesty’s Consul at Massowah. 

^ I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. G. ROMAINE. 


No. 589. 

Mr. Hawes to Mr. Hammond.—(Received June 7.) 

Sir, War Office , June 4, 1859. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 27th April last,f proposing a supply of arms 
and powder for the King of Abyssinia, I am directed by Secretary Major-General Peel 
to request that, as the rifle provided for His Majesty has been forwarded from the 
Tower to the Foreign Office, you will be pleased to move Lord Malmesbury to acquaint 
him in what way it is desirable that the supply of 50 lbs. of powder shall be made. 

I have, See. 

(Signed) B. HAWES. 


Minutes. 


Mr. Plowden’s proposal was that the present of arms for the King of Abyssinia 
should be sent by some vessel taking coals to Aden. The ornamental rifle has been sent 
by way of Suez; but I think we had better not undertake to have anything to do with 
the powder. 

Foreign Office , July 19, 1859. T. L. WARD. 


Say so; and inform Mr. Plowden of difficulty of sending it. 


[See No. 606.] 


E. HAMMOND. 


No. 590. 

Sir G. Clerk to Mr. Hammond.—(Received June 8.) 

India Office, June 7, 1859. 

SIR GEORGE CLERK presents his compliments to Mr. Hammond, and has the 
honour, by direction of Lord Stanley, to forward to him, for the information of Lord 
Malmesbury, a copy of a letter from Brigadier Cogldan, Political Agent at Aden, 
respecting the alleged establishment of a Piedmontese Colony in the vicinity of 
Massowah. 


Inclosure in No. 590. 

Brigadier Coghlan to the Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

T Tinm . J Aden, May 3, 1859 

I HAY E received a number of despatches from Mr. Barroni, Her Majesty’s 
Consular Agent at Massowah, of various dates from the 16th to the 28th instant. As 
Mr. Barroni’s English is somewhat obscure, I subjoin the substance of his communica¬ 
tions as far as I can glean it; but many of the names are so written as hardly to be 
legible. The information he gives is very interesting, if authentic; and I should be 
glad to receive the instructions of Government as to the course I should adopt if the 
events he describes should come to pass. 

• No. 586. 
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2. A Roman Catholic priest, named Leon den Avanchers, a natire ° f * 

member of the Francescan Order, hag been travelling in these *>/ 

He lately spent some months in Aden, and subsequently proceededtoM^ow^ 
About two months ago he paid a visit to the camp of the rebel Oejaj Negoosec 
presented to him a despatch from the SardinUn Government requestmgfrom bmth 
Province of Hamaseyn, close to the sea-coast, and a Utile to the north-west • 

The despatch stated that the Piedmontese Government intended to colonize ‘ h ' 9 Jl° n “V7; 
„d to send thither an armed force to defend it, and to aid Dej.j Negoosee agamst his 

e " Cm 3 e This point was conceded, and a letter to that effect sent to the Sardinian Consul- 
General in Egypt, through Father Juvenal, the Roman Uthohc Chaplain of A”®”' . d 

4. About the beginning of AprU several Europeans jmvrim Maasowah connected 
with this scheme One of them, named M. Gerhard,* brought with him seventy-t 
cases of musk"u, which b, the aid of a friend of bis in the Turk,sh Arsenal and a 
present of GOO dollars, he was permitted to land. Another of the party is an Eng i 
L n lell known in Bombay, by name Kirwan Joyce. He 

the Bombay Artillery ; then a police constable; he afterwards rati» £ 

he was employed as an interpreter; and the last information I had of him was that ne 
was the head'of the Secret Police at Alexandria. With him were two Frenchmen ; and 

it is said that they all intend taking service under Dyjaj Negoosee. 

5 A certain M Matteo Wagner has also visited the camp of the rebel, and ottered 
to him the arl import^ by M*Gerhard, at the raU, of 9 d^ars -ch , a «i tw-o guns 
and a large quantity of ammunition, promising, in the event of these bun P. • 

to send a Lge quantity more. This sale was effected, and an order sent for a turther 

quantity^of warlike store^ve^ ^ thcgc arm9 wc BC nt by no private * 

Hemi-rcliirious and semi-political Association, which he describes as having extensive 
mm ficarions at Rome, in Sardinia, France, and Ireland probably connected with the 
o Pro »ganda“, and that Mr. Joy7e is the Director of the Association in Abyss,nm. A 
large staff of engineers, teachers, &c., are about to be sent to Dejaj Nc S“° s< j® .. , 

h 7 A mission, composed of Catholic Abyssmian priests, headed by an Italian, went 
early in April to Adowi, tbe capital of Tigr<, to endeavour to secure of the 

churches there; but being unsuccessful, they addressed the following letter to their 

protector, Dejs^N friendship, and affection which bind and unite us to “ 

to inform your Highness that almost all the people of Adowa are against you, and 
devoted to Kasai Corvata, called the Emperor Theodore. This title is a biasphe v 
against vou, and the proof that the population of Adowah is inimical to youi is the bad 
reception wc received from them and the priests of the town. We went there to pray 
the Almighty for vou, and for the prosperity and success of your army, but the 
priests who are the most brutal wretches that ever existed, excommunicated us, and 

all who should serve, entertain, or show any hospitality to us. 

<• The cause of this proceeding is the English Consul, Mr Plowden, "t'omust be 
your enemy, because he lives with the Emperor Theodore. He has also • hou e at 
Adowa where are his servants and Political Agents. Every one aids him in his views, 
and hastes to execute his political messages, which are in opposite^ to your interests. 
You have understood our compliments, and now we look to jou tor justice. 

8 The latest despatch from Mr. Barroni, dated 28th ultimo, mentions that many 
people of various nations, such as French, Piedmontese, and Irish are^expected ini a vessel 

commanded by an Irishman of the name of Hooker 'f ^ 

intended visiting Massowah, ostensibly for the purchase of mules for the Mauritius. 

Careful surveys of the coast have been made tor the purpose of selec in 

snot for disembarkation, and two small vessels arc to be stationed along the coast to aid 

in the operations of Dejaj Negoosee against the Emperor Theodore, who is the avowed 

enemy of priestly rule, and generally of Roman Catholicism. ~ ,, , . 

9 Mr. Barroni concludes by stating that he cannot guarantee the truth of all his 
statements but that they are based on information he had received from others, jo whom 
Mr Joyce and his friends had communicated their plans, under the impression that 

they * ere /^ W f ;^ ded a of th is despatch to Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of 
State'for War, who will thus be enabled, without loss of time, to make any commumca- 
tion he may deem necessary on the subject to the Foreign Omee. 


* Sic i* orig. 


11. The remainder of the information received from Mr. Barroni may be briefly 
summed up as follows:— 

12. The new Governor of Massowah (whose name is Baker Agha) has condemned 
the late Governor to pay 200 dollars to the owners of the two Christian slaves restored 
to liberty by Mr. Barroni, stating that all Christian slaves must be sold exactly in the 
same manner as others, until he receives contrary orders from his Government. 

13. Three caravans, containing 152 slaves, were hourly expected at Massowah, and 
400 more were on their way from the Yessabbo Galla country. Mr. Barroni is urgent in 
his solicitation that a vessel of the Indian navy should be sent to stop this traffic; but I 
have informed him that as doubts have arisen regarding the legality of this course, I do 
not deem it advisable to comply with his request. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. M. COGHLAN. 

No. 591. 

The Earl of Malmesbury to Sir J. Hudson , June 11, 1859. 

. No. 592. 

^ ^ Consul Finn to the Earl of Malmesbury .—( Received July 5 ) 

My Lord, Jerusalem , May 27, 1859. 

1 HA\ E the honour to represent to your Lordship that the Abyssinian Colony in 
Jerusalem have lately been thrown into extreme terror by a report that the Grand Duke 
Constantine ot Russia was about to purchase their convent from the Copts, who have no 
right whatever to that property, and to eject them from it. 

This seems to have arisen from the circumstance that the Copts having sold to the 
Russians a small piece of land, undoubtedly their own, adjoining the convent of the 
Abyssinians, and from some Russian officer having been lately seen to inspect the latter 
with a paper in his hand. 

It is the intention of the Russians to build their Consulate on the piece purchased 
as above mentioned, and there can be no doubt that the Abyssinian convent would be 
very advantageous for Russian objects, seeing that it lies between the intended Consulate 
and the Greek Church of the Holy Sepulchre. 

But I have not been able to learn that any steps have been really taken for 
procuring that property. 

This alarm, however, has awakened my attention afresh to the tenure of the convent 
by the Abyssinians which, as I have had the honour to report on several occasions, is 
unsupported by any remaining documents, for all documents of that nature were burned 
at the instigation of the Armenians many years ago, on pretence of their harbouring the 
plague. 

I have formerly mentioned a stone tablet built into the wall of the Holy Sepulchre 
C hurch as being said to substantiate their claim to the property; but on proceeding to 
take a copy ot it by photography some years ago, it was found to be in the Georgian 
language, and probably referring to a Georgian convent which was formerly in that 
neighbourhood. 

I lie truest demonstration of the Abyssinian claim lies in the fact of its recognition 
by universal oral testimony, and of its being undisputed by any existing party in 
Jerusalem. 

Still, to obviate possible danger in future, it may be expedient to obtain some 
document from the Porte in which their right should be acknowledged; and perhaps 
this might be had by means of some petition of the Rulers of Abyssinia requesting 
Her Majesty’s good offices with the Sublime Porte for that object, such, for instance, as 
a renewal of that presented in June 1852.* 

tor my sell I should be rather inclined to leave the question at rest, and to watch 
carefully what takes place, in fact; inasmuch as every year adds to the value of oral 
testimony and actual possession. There might be a danger also of the Porte, when 
asked for a document, attempting to fetter the Abyssinians by an assertion of the Sultan’s 
supremacy over their country. 

But I believe it useful to euter the matter on record, at this period, by writing the 
present despatch. 

My former despatches regarding the Abyssinians are Nos. 24 and 25 of 1850 • and 
No. 9, Political, of 1858.f 

• See luclonurea in No. 249. f Not. 168, 180, nod 536. 
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The documents which I have received fro® Her Majesty’s Government on the 

subject are contained as inclosures in your Lordship s despatch of July 10, 18o2. 

J I have, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES FINN. 

■ i ~ 

Minute. 


Much better not stir the question. 

E. HAMMOND. 


No. 593. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Malmesbury.— {Received July 23, 1859.) 

Wadla, December 31, 1858. 

^ I HAVE the honour to state that I have been at my post in Abyssinia, and engaged m 

the execution of my duties, during the whole of the quarter ended this day. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 594. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Malmeserury.—{Received July 23.) 

nrd Wadla, January 10, 1859. 

* V I°HAVE the honour to inform you that the number of my despatches last year was 
thirteen in one series, and, three Slave Trade. 

1 have, «c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 595. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Malmesbury.— {Received July 23.) 

(No. «.) Camp, Ein Amba, February 1, 1859. 

I°HAVE now been some weeks with the King, amongst the Gallas ^ainst whom 
the war still continues, trying to persuade him to turn Ins amrs •gainst Tigre 1 * 

the same time confess that he has so entangled himself in this part of the country that 

" “'"at Sffora “ superior ‘to that of either of his enemies, but they have 
adopted a harassing system of tactics : when he attacks the Gallas, the forces of Negoosre 
appear in'Gondar and Dembea , when he inarches against these the Gal a Chief leaves 
hmforests and appears at the head of 10,000 horse, threatening the Christian provinces 

in ‘'‘‘lie cannot divide his army into two portions 5 in this country tr^hery towards the 
Sovereign arising from dislike to order and good government, and other nidional Muses 
toc^numerous to recount here, is so common that cither from fear or treason, that body of 
his troops where the King was not in person would be almost certainly beaten, and 

nosition is still so critical that one defeat would be certain destruction. 

p The Kill" therefore argued that he must remain till he had succeeded m destroying 
the power of the Gallas, whom he regarded as the most formidable foe. mAh .e then £inks 
his success against Negoosee in Tigre certain, when he will be able ‘o umte, if he ['leases. 
30,000 horse from Shoa and other provinces, and all the forces of TigrtS, to his prese 

Brmy While I was obliged to acknowledge to some extent the force of his arguments, I 
oronosed to leave on the Galla frontier an army of observation, not strong enough to g , 
Kut’to keep in check the Galla Chief for two months, while the King should proceed at 
once to Tigrd, the success or failure of which expedition, according to my belief, would be 
certain within that period. I also hinted that my Government, tired *°ng adelay, 
perhaps doubtful of the result, might recall me, and that I also wished to proceed o 
iviassowah on account of my affairs, much disordered during four years * corre " 

spondence also becoming daily more difficult, my road of necessity bei "® he thomrht 
P To this he replied that he would offer no obstacle to my wishes, but that he thou„ht 
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I might be somewhat ashamed of returning to my country without seeing the issue of the 
struggle that J bad so long watched, and that he also should be ashamed of sending me 
without the Embassy that we had mutually agreed upon. 44 Providence,” he said, “ wills 
that some delay should interpose between my coronation and my perfect success. I 
cannot just now abandon my people to the fierce Gallas, nor can I tell the hour and the 
moment w hen he shall please to permit me to march against Negoosee, but nothing save 
my death shall prevent me from placing you in safety at Massowah by that road ; neither 
you nor l can control the will of God, and death ends all ties/' It remains to see what 
effect my conversation has on his plans. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 596. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Malmesbury.—{Received July 23,) 

(No. 3.) 

My Lord, Camp , Ein Amba, February 2, 1859- 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 1 lof the 20th November, 1858,* I have now the 
honour to inform you that the Viceroy of Egypt has sent an Ambassador to the King with 
rich presents. 

The Embassy has arrived in the Abyssinian territory. As he ha<i sent with other 
things four pieces of cannon, 1 must conclude that I was misinformed, and that the 
Viceroy has no hostile feeling towards this country. 

The King’s mind may perhaps now become convinced that the Egyptians are not his 
natural enemies. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 597. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Malmesbury.—{Received July 23.) 

(No. 4.) 

My Lord, Camp , Wadla, March 1, 1859. 

WITH reference to ray despatch No. 2 of the 1st ultimo,f I have the honour to 
inform you that the King has returned with his army so far. What his plans may be I 
know not: he is at present employing some Europeans and his soldiers in road-making; 
he pays them handsomely for their work, and says that he can only succeed in conquering 
all his foes by making wide roads, that he may pass with his army rapidly from one point 
to another. 

The roads in Abyssinia are by nature very bad, and the fact of such an idea entering 
into his mind, and of his attempting to carry it into effect while engaged in constant 
warfare, stamps him at once as superior to his race. 

No one is more averse to labour than the Abyssinian soldier, and by working with 
his own hands he has overcome even this repugnance. 

He was delighted with the operation of blasting, which he saw on a small scale ; and 
these labours, encouraged by myself and Mr. Bell, will, if he lives, contribute much to 
make him seek the friendship of Europeans. 

If he dies, I need scarcely say that we shall he looked upon by his subjects as 
national enemies. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 598. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Malmesbury.—{Received July 23.) 

(No 5.) 

My Lord, Beyemder, March 10, 1859. 

THE King has established his camp in Walda, where I left him last week, and has 
marched back without baggage against the Galla Chief, who has appeared in force 
according to the plan contrived by him and the rebels in Tigr£, as mentioned in my 
despatch No. 2 of this year. 

The presence of the King in Wadla has driven away the troops of Negoosee that 
• No. 575. t N#. 555. 
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threatened Gondar, and his plan is now to occupy this central position permanently, 
and to march from thence rapidly against his foes in either direction, as occasion shall 
offer. 

If he remains steadfast in this plan it offers, I think, a fair prospect of success; 
though no one can say certainly how soon he may march towards TigrA 

He continues, as an important part of this plan, clearing roads in different direc¬ 
tions, as mentioned in my last despatch. 

The Turkish Embassy referred to in my despatch No. 3 is in Dembea. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 599. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received July 23.) 

(No. 6.) 

My Lord, Begemder , March 25, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that the King has returned from his expedi¬ 
tion against the Gallas, as reported in my last despatch, without other material result 
than their temporary dispersion, and that he is now at Yfag, in Begemder, near the 
Lake Tana, where he proposes to receive the Turkish or Egyptian Ambassadors. 

His camp is still stationary in Wadla, but he has with him about 15,000 men, and 
may perhaps be contemplating some attack in the direction of Semen. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 600. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received July 23.) 

(No. 7.) 

My Lord, Begemder, Maich 31, 1859. 

1 HAVE the honour to state that I have been at my post in Abyssinia, and engaged 
in the execution of my duties, during the whole of the quarter ended this day. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 601. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received July 23.) 

(No. 8.) 

My Lord, Gondar , May 27, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to state that the King, after having reached Gondar, in 
which neighbourhood he remained some time, has again returned to Wadla; what his 
intentions are with regard to the rebels in TigrA whom, unfortunately, he thoroughly 
despises, l cannot say. 

Having sutfemh from ill-health, sometimes severely, for four years, 1 thought it 
advisable that I should seek medical advice and change of air while waiting for the 
completion of his conquests, until wliich no effective negotiation can be entered upon, 
and which is, perhaps, more distant than I thought; though, in my opinion, no less 
certain. 

I therefore took leave of the King in March, with the intention of proceeding, viA 
Sennaar, to Egypt or Massowah, according to the state of my health; and had prepared 
for my departure, when I was attacked by a violent fever, from which I still suffer, and 
which has rendered it impossible for me to undertake now so fatiguing a journey. I am 
therefore forced to remain here another rainy season, or till about December next. 

The King was very kind to me during my illness, and as I shall. I trust, leave him 
on the most friendly terms, I cannot, I think, do better than to await in England the 
issue of these struggles for power, when our negotiations can be resumed with more 
certainty and on more precise terms. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN, 
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No. 602. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received July 23.) 

(No. 9.) 

My Lord, Gondar , May 28. 1859. 

I RECEIVED on the 2nd April your Lordship's despatch No. 3 of the 25th June, 
1858, # but severe illness, as mentioned in my last, has incapacitated me from the smallest 
effort, and I now write with difficulty. 

The King* is in Wadla; I am unable to follow him; and without an interview I 
can do little. 

The facts stated in the letter of his Excellency Count Walewskif respecting the 
expulsion of Monsignor de Jacobis from Gondar, and the subsequent persecution of 

native proselytes, are correct. _ 

I must add that I was not in Abyssinia at the time, being in Taka, engaged in 
restoring Abissinian prisoners to their native country; neither hail I then recognized 
the King, officially or privately. I only U mally recognized him after he had subdued 
all the Chiefs, amongst whom , as the Courl Wakwski states, the country was divided; 
with others, Dejaj Oobeay, who also had cupelled the Roman Catholic Mission from 

rpi__X 

The present Chief of Tigr* was then an officer of Oobeay’s of no note, and was also 
a prisoner on parole, subsisting on the King’s bounty. I could not then foresee that 
circumstances would render him almost the King’s rival. 

I understood subsequently that the King had offered to Monsipor de Jacobis a 
compensation for his house and other losses in Gondar, which that prelate refused ; and 
I laid before the King and the Aboona in w riting the views of my Government respecting 
toleration, nor have I ceased verbally to advocate those views 

In several conversations the King stated that he should act as lie pleased in regard 
to his own subjects; and as to foreigners, that he would receive and protect all Europeans; 
but that Monsignor de Jacobis, trampling on the established Church of Abyssinia, taught 
the doctrine of implicit obedience to the Pope of Rome, w liich doctrine he, as well as 
his ancestors, regarded as subversive of the ancient institutions of his country, and 
dangerous to his own authority; on which grounds he would not permit any person who 
openly taught the same to reside in his dominions. 

I shall now state some facts to assist your Lordship in forming a judgment of the 
present position of all parties. 

It is true that the King is in possession of the Amhara and Negoose m posses¬ 
sion of Tigr6, thanks to the Gallas, who have until now combined with him against 
the King, but only in the hope of conquering and converting Abyssinia. The strict 
indifference, however, hinted at by his Excellency is scarcely borne out by facts. 

The French Vice-Consul at Massowah visited Negoosee in company with members 
of the Roman Catholic mission, proposed Treaties, and offered him assistance, and an 
Embassy from that Chief, escorted by a Catholic proselyte recommended by Monsignor 
de Jacobis, and as I understand forwarded in a French man-of-war by the Consul- 
General in Egypt, is probably now in Paris; while Monsignor de Jacobis, now in Tigr6, 
formally declares that he considers Negoosee King of Abyssinia, and demands permis¬ 
sion to erect churches and schools, without reference to the feeling of the existing 
clergy or even of the people. The agents of the mission are actively engaged in 
Eg\pt and elsewhere in purchasing arms for that Chief, and even the existence of the 
King is ignored and denied. 

These things may be for the advantage of the Roman Catholic mission, nor can 1 
impugn the right of the French Government to acknowledge whom it pleases, but as 
it thus directly declares for the King’s enemies, and the mission itself strives openly 
to place another on his throne, I cannot acknowledge this to be strict neutrality; nor 
is it, I think, quite fair to make demands on the King while supporting his avowed 
foes; still less is it graceful that 1, at such a moment, should be put forward as the 
bearer of the proposition. 

The mission entirely, and in some degree apparently its protectors, have adopted 
the cause of the rebel Chief; they should at least have sufficient confidence in his 
triumph to await the result before making proposals to the King. 

1 shall illustrate the present feelings and character of the latter by two examples. 
Two months ago a French priest named L6on came here to join the Catholic mission 
of the Gallas, and also some German Protestant missionaries with Amharic Bibles, The 
King, who knew sufficiently the character and destination of the first, sent him with an 


• No. 553. 


f Iocloaure in No. 550b 
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escort to the limit of his dominions, with full permission to go further into the terri¬ 
tory occupied at present by rebels or savages at his own personal risk; that gentleman 
now writes me that after having been well received everywhere, he is about to cross 
the Nile into the Galla country. 

The Protestant missionaries the King took under his special protection, and 
distributed their Bibles himself, insisting that these should be publicly read in the 
churches. 

In Abyssinia the Church is a State Church, inseparably connected with and influ¬ 
encing strongly the ruling Power, and the King dislikes the Jesuits, believing firmly 
that they seek to destroy that establishment, to plant themselves on its ruins, and 
thereby to become all-powerful in his dominions; this belief is strengthened by the 
traditions of Gondar, where it is not yet forgotten that Abyssinia was bathed in blood 
during a similar effort made by the Portuguese; nor is the present conduct of the 
mission calculated to assist me in implanting modern and more tolerant ideas in the 
King's mind. 

On the other hand, he favours the Protestants, as he says, because they simply 
teach the Gospel, without wishing to establish a new hierarchy. 

If the French Government sincerely and solely desires that the Roman Catholic 
missionaries should reside and preach in Abyssinia, I would suggest that the mission be 
for a time withdrawn. 

After the struggle between the King and Negoosee shall be decided and irritation 
subside, the admission of those missionaries and general toleration can become by 
consent one of the propositions which will he submitted to the conqueror by either 
Government. During the struggle no satisfactory result can possibly be obtained. 

I shall not, however, disguise my opinion that the real question, so hotly pressed, ig 
not so much freedom of religious creeds, which no one can more admire or would wish 
more to advocate than myself, hut rather whether His Holiness the Pope instead of the 
Patriarch of Alexandria should not nominate the Head of the Abyssinian Church, and, 
by claiming a third of the realm and a great deal besides, obtain here unlimited 
power. 

I may now, on the one hand, incur the censure of my Government for hesitation, on 
the other, I am ordered to make to the King an impracticable demand, whilst he is 
engaged in a struggle with the Gallas, on which depends the very existence of Abyssinia 
as a Christian nation ; harassed by enemies in Tigrd and irritated by the avowed alliance 
of the Roman Catholic mission with those enemies, a demand also opposed to all his 
previous ideas and the traditions of his kingdom, and met by the all-powerful anathema 
of his Bishop and clergy—this, while, as the British Government knows, he has not 
acknowledged me officially as Consul, has not signed any Treaty with us, and while it is 
understood that our own proposals of every kind are to await the result of the war, and the 
despatch of an Embassy to England by the King on his success, which 1 suppose humanly 
certain. 

As, however, my first duty is obedience, and your Lordship's letter sufficiently clear, 
having also endeavoured to explain the true position of affairs, as far as my very weak 
state of health will at present allow me, I shall take the first opportunity of laying before 
the King in writing the tenor of your Lordship's despatch, and shall report his 
answer. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. G03. 

Consul P/owden to the Earl of Malmesbury.—{Received July 23.) 

(No. 10.) 

My Lord, Gondar, June 1, 1859. 

IN connection with my last despatch I have now the honour to inclose extracts 
from a letter received yesterday from my agent at Massowah, which furnishes some 
further data to aid your Lordship in forming a judgment of the position of affairs here. 

I am too weak to write at any length ; but I shall state in a few words that, under 
pretext of supporting the cause of the Projmganda, adventurers of all kinds are encouraged 
to enter the service of the rebel Chief; and that an organization, set on foot by the 
Roman Catholic Mission, supported by Rome with money and influence, and approved of 
by France, is now in active movement for supporting Negoosee, crashing the King, and 
thereby establishing the power of Rome—virtually of France here—in a manner too 
firm to be shaken, while pretexts will not be wanting hereafter for military occupation. 


1 again declare that I am entirely the advocate of religious toleration in all fair and 
legitimate ways; but I do think that it is more essential just now that the Government 
support the King and myself against so formidable a combination, than to urge on him 
considerations only proposed as a blind, and to gain time for a firmer footing in the name 
of Negoosee. 

That Chief certain of defeat, will pledge himself to anything and everything at 
present to escape from that humiliation ; and if he hereafter keeps his word, given under 
the influence of fear, or breaks it, as is more probable, either way makes the game of 
these adventurers. 

On the other hand, should the King unaided defeat Negoosee, and some of those 
Frenchmen who now pour into the camp of the latter, or some of the Mission who are 
now peacefully employed in conveying arras and ammunition, and escorting militarv 
instructors, should fall in the m£lee by the hands of soldiers, or of the peasantry, who to 
a man love the King in Tigte as elsewhere, there will not be wanting eloquent pens to 
depict him as a bloodthirsty tyrant and homicide, and to excite Europe against him. 

I think it must he admitted that the present Mission of Roman Catholics, at all 
events, has been so actively hostile against the King, that on his success he will be 
justified in expelling that Mission from his dominions, on grounds quite distinct from 
those of religious intolerance. Its members are straining every nerve to deprive him of 
his throne and his life; and what greater provocation can be given to any man, I am at 
a loss to conceive. 

Seeing that Her Majesty’s Government approved of my recognition of the King; 
that we have entered into certain negotiations with him; assured him of our good-will; 
and arranged that an Embassy from him shall be received in England as a basis for 
future negotiations, I think that the Government is bound to a certain extent to assist 
him against this crusading combination, at least so far as to prevent active co-operation 
with his enemy; and to request the French Government to assist in enforcing that 
neutrality intimated by Count Walewski; leaving negotiations of every kind to be 
resumed with the successful competitor for power. 

If, however, Her Majesty’s Government does not consider that the nation has any 
interest in the matter, and is disposed to acquiesce in the King’s downfall, and to leave 
the future Government of Abyssinia virtually in the hands of France, I do not see of 
what use I can be here; it is well, however, that I should know it, as on the defeat or 
death of the King, the fortunes and lives of those Europeans who are here with him will 
be exposed to imminent danger, as during the utter confusion that will ensue, there is 
no sea-coast to fly to. 

If strict neutrality be observed, I have no fear of such a result. 

For myself, the state of my health renders it absolutely necessary for me to leave 
Abyssinia as soon as I can gather strength for the journey. 

I shall only add that, in my opinion, the quantity of arms mentioned in Mr. Barroni’s 
letter indicates powerful support somewhere, and a deeper design than simple propa- 
gandism. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


Inclosure in No. 003, 

Mr. Barroni to Consul Plow den. 

(Extrait.) May 8, 1859 

AFRES le depart de mon dernier courrier Mr. Kirwan Joyce [an Irishman j et 
Mr. Gerhard [an Austrian, I believe] ont pay£ 600 thalers b ce Gouvemeur pour mettre 
leurs fusils qui se trouvaient dans les 72 caisses (mentionn&s dans ma derntere lettre) dans 
leur magasin. 

Ils ont ensuite envoy*? Mr. Wagner 4 Dejaj Negoosee, accompagne par M. Rizzo en 
quality d’mterptete, pour lui oft'rir ces fusils, et encore 10,000 autres, qu’ils attendent apres 
peu de temps: et Dejaj Negoosee s’engagea a aclieter tous les fusils et encore 8 000 
autres: eu attendant, 450 ont £t 6 expddie a Negoosee. 

2. Parmi les armes dans les magasins de ces messieurs, il y a 3,000 fusils & piston, 200 
carabines, 2 canons, avec 10 caisses de munitions de guerre, y compris bombs, grenades, 
&c., et encore des tromblons, pistolets, et sabres dont je ne sais pas le nombre. 

Us 10,000 fusils qu’ils attendent doivent arriver bientAt; une portion sur des 
barques Arabes, mais le plus grand nombre, avee munitions de guerre de toute especc et 
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canons de montagne, but det b&timents Anglais commandos par des capitaines Irlandois. 
Un bfttiment Arabe charge de 2,000 fusils est attendu ici de jour en jour; deux petit* 
b&timents commandos par des Irlandois doivent arriver sur cette cote pour fournir Negoosee 
d'armes et d"homines pour le mettre dans l’4tat de battre son antagoniste. L’ennemi de 
Catholicisme, Th&xlorus, en fait des r&herches pour connaltre si c’est possible de trouver 
uu port favorable pour le but que les protecteurs de Negoosee se sontproposes: ingenieurs, 
architectes, m&aniciens, et fondeurs de canon, ouvriere de toute esp^ce, seront envoyd k 
Negoosee par ses protecteurs, et dfjk un commandant de cavallerie et un fabriquant de 
fusils sont parti pour son camp ; toujours recommande par le chef de la mission. 

3. Je pense avoir droit de croire qu’il existe une compagnie de J&»itea qui dmge 
l’affaire de Negoosee, et que les branches de cctte compagnie sont en Irlande, France, 
Piedmont, et Egypte, qui expedient armes, homines, &c., pour le soutenir; Mr. Kirwan 
Joyce, homnie trfcs habile, £tant k present l’agent de la compagnie. 

Le but Itant que Dejaj Negoosee soit nonim^ Empereur de TAbyssinie, et qu’une 
Eveque Remain soit k la place de l’Evgque Copt. 

Le P&re L^on [whom I spoke of in my last despatch] presentait k Dejaj Negoosee une 
dlplche de la part du Piedmont, et demandait la cession d’une province de Tigrl, en 
^change de tout le materiel qui lui fallait pour s’affermir dans son tr6ne, et pour battre 
Theodoras. L’offre fut accepts, et la r^ponse envoyee par Aden. 

4. L’envoi de Mr. Gerhard du part de Messrs. Irish et Cie. n’est qu’une pretext© 
pour cacher sa mission. 

5. Hierest arrive encore un officier Fran^ais qui va joindre Negoosee pour discipliner 
son armde, et deux officiers Italians sont k Jeddah, dans le mdme but. 

6. L’Ambassade de Negoosee a et£ somptueusement accueillie k Rome par le Saint Pfcre, 
et envoyie k sea fraia jusqu'k Paris ; je ne sais pas encore comment elle a 4ti regu par 
l'Empereur. 


No. 604. 

Lord J. Russell to Earl Cowley. 

(No. 170.) 

My Lord, Foreign Office, July 23, 1859. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 578 of the 26th June, 1868,* I inclose for your 
information copies of two despatches from Her Majesty’s Consul in Abyssinia on the 
subject of the intrigues of the Roman Catholic Missionaries in that country .f 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) RUSSELL. 


No. 605. 

Mr. Hammond to Mr. Godley. 

Sir, Foreign Office , July 29, 1859. 

I AM directed by Lord John Russell to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
4th ultimo,]; requesting to be informed in what manner it would be desirable to forward to 
the King of Abyssinia the supply of powder which it was proposed to furnish to His 
Majesty; and 1 am to request that you will state to Mr. Secretary Herbert, that upon 
consideration Lord John Russell is of opinion that it would not be advisable to undertake 
the transmission of the powder to Abyssinia. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


No. 606. 


Lord J. Russell to Consul Plowden. 

(No. 2.) 

Sir, Foreign Office , July 30, 1859. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 1 of the 31st of May last,§ I am directed by 
Lord John Russell to inform you that the ornamental rifle intended as a present from 
Her Majesty’s Government to the King of Abyssinia has been forwarded to you by way 

• No. 554. t Not. 602 and 603. % No. 589. § No. 587. 
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of Suez, but that Lord John Russell has, upon consideration, deemed it unadvisable to 
give directions for the transmission of the intended supply of gunpowder, as there appears 
to be considerable difficulty in insuring its transmission free from risk. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) RUSSELL. 


No. 607. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received September 13.) 

(No. II.) 

My Lord, Gondar, June 18, 1859. 

I HATE the honour to state that the King has gone again on a campaign against 
the WoUo Gallas, and will perhaps pass the rains in Sboa ; 1 shall, therefore, probably 
have little or no communication with him for the next four months. It would be at 
present useless to press on his attention by letter a subject so beset with difficulties as 
that of religious toleration. 

The troops of Negoosee already threaten Gondar; and my weak state of health 
rendering it impossible for me to travel, my own position will be one of sufficient 
danger. 

With reference to the Embassy sent by Negoosee to France, I must point out for your 
Lordship’s consideration, tliat if it be responded to by the Emperor, the two Governments 
will have Agents in Abyssinia accredited to rivals at deadly enmity, neither of whom can 
at present understand the doctrine of neutrality, nor will respect the person or property 
of the Agent whom be considers hostile to his interests j nor do the troops of either 
understand any nice distinctions. 

I have already suggested that all parties should withdraw from the scene of contest 
until it be fairly decided, and I have stated that I am only waiting till I shall gain a little 
strength and the season shall permit me, to retire to Massowah. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 608. 

The Principal Military Storekeeper at the Tower to Earl Russell. 

THE Principal Military Storekeeper at the Tower presents his compliments to the 
Secretary of State for the Foreign Department, and will feel obliged if he will have the 
kindness to cause a receipt voucher No. 868, dated 18th May,* for a rifle issued for the 
service of the King of Abyssinia, to be returned to this office at the earliest convenience. 
Military Store Office , Tower , September 14, 1859. 


No. 609. 

Sir G. Clerk to Mr. Hammond —(Received October 29.) 

Sir, India Office, October 28, 1859. 

I AM directed by Sir Charles Wood to forward to you, for the information of Lord 
John Russell, the accompanying extracts from correspondence forwarded by the Govern¬ 
ment of Bombay, respecting the expected arrival of a large party of French and other 
European naturalists at Massowah, with the object of inspecting Abyssinia. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) GEORGE CLERK. 


Very well. 


Minute. 

R. 


4 Q 


Signed by Mr. Ward, and returned with compliment*, October 11, 1859. 
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Inclosure in No. 609. 


Brigadier Coghlan to the Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

(Extract) jj September 26, 1859. 

I HAVE received further information from Mr. Barroni at Massowah, to the effect 
that M. Gerhard has sold all his remaining stock of muskets, 700 in number, to a 
merchant named Ali Ba Hamdoon, who on the 29th of July last, despatched them to the 
Chief of Tigr6 ; that Mr. Kir wan Joyce has made arrangements for supplying the same 
Chief with four pieces of ordnance, tor which he is to be paid at the rate of 750 dollars 
each, and that on the 23rd instant, Mr. Barroni received a letter from a Frenchman named 
Juillen or Fuillen to the effect that a large party of French and other European naturalists, 
merchants, and medical men would arrive in Massowah by the end of October to inspect 
Abyssinia; it is hardly to be doubted that this mission is less of a scientific than of a 
political character. 


No. 610. 

Dr. Beke to Lord J. Russell.—(Received November 23.) 

My Lord, Port Louie , Mauritius , September 19, 1859. 

UNDERSTANDING that Mr. Walter Plowden, Her Majesty’s Consul in Abyssinia, 
is about to return to England, I take the liberty of respectfully soliciting that, on your 
Lordship’s recommendation, Her Majesty may be pleased to appoint me as that gentleman’s 
successor. 

My peculiar qualifications for the post are, I trust, manifest from my various 
communications respecting the commerce and politics of Abyssinia, made to your 
Lordship’s Department and to the Board of Trade since my return from that country in 
the year 1843 ; of which the last was a letter on the subject of Ethiopian cotton, addressed 
to Lord Colchester on the 31st of March, 1852. 

1 would beg leave to add that, since the year 1853,1 have been engaged in commerce 
in this Colony, as a partner of the first mercantile firm here ; and that I am now about to 
retire from business and return to England, so that, in the event of my appointment on 
Mr. Plowden’s retirement, I shall be ready to undertake the duties of the Consulate in 
Abyssinia, as soon as I shall have consulted and arranged with some of the principal 
merchants and manufacturers of the United Kingdom, with respect to the opening up of 
the trade between the two countries, the time for which is now fully come. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES BEKE. 

No. 611. 

Mr. Murray to Dr. Beke. 

Sir, Foreign Office, November 29, 1859. 

IN reply to your letter of the 19th of September last, requesting to be appointed 
British Consul in Abyssinia, I am directed by Lord John Russell to acquaint you that the 
post in question is not vacant. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY 


/ 
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1860. 


No. 612. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Malmesbury.--(Received January 7, 1860.) 

(No. 12.) 

My ^ord Gondar , June 30, 1859. 

. * HAVE the honour to state that I have been at my post in Abyssinia, and engaged 

in the execution of my duties, during the whole of the quarter ending this day. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 613. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Malmesbury .—(Received January 7, 1860.) 

(No. 13.) 

My Lord, Begemder, September 20, 1859. 

1 J1AVE the honour to inform you that, owing to the rainy season and the circum¬ 
stances ot the war, 1 have had no communication with the King, nor have I ever known 
with any certainty where lie might be. He now informs me that he has been engaged 
J n destroying the Gallas in all directions, and that he has now returned in safety to a 
locality comparatively near. 

The Gallas, however, still maintain a harassing war. 

The troops of his adversary in Tigr<5, Dejajmatch Negoosee, I must now call him his 
nval, have pushed on to the neighbourhood of Gondar, and even further, and the war has 
become more envenomed and complicated. 

It is impossible to say what an hour or a day may bring forth in these countries, but 
I see in these events only an additional reason for leaving the country until the struggle 
shall he decided, as until that I can be of no further practical use here. 

The King appears now to be obstinately bent on exterminating the Gallas before 
proceeding to attack his rival in Tigr6, and no one can foresee what time may elapse, or 
what events may occur, before the completion of this design. 

Should anything important take place, changing these prospects before December, I 
shall immediately communicate it. 

I was attacked, in March last, by a pestilence of a peculiar and formidable nature, 
that has desolated several provinces and still continues its ravages, and, in the absence 
ot all medical advice, am but slowly recovering from its poisonous effects. 

Should no political change occur here to detain me, I trust in December to be 
sumciently strong to undertake my proposed journey. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


[Query. Any Minute on this despatch ?] 


No. 614. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Malmesbury .—(Received January 7, 1860.) 

(No. 14^ 

that I have been at en^ed 

in the execution of my duties, during the whole of the quarter ended this day. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 
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No. 615. 







Consul Plowden to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received January 7, 1860.) 

(No. 15.) 

My Lord, Begemder, October 5, 1859. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 0 of the 15th November, 1858* I have to 
inform you that I have received from my agent at Massowah the following particulars 
respecting the traffic in guano in these part*. 

That no quantity worth mentioning of guano can be gathered on the main land; that 
on the Danakil Islands, named Kortumela,a cargo of about 160 tons might be procured 
yearly; and that this guano is at present a monopoly in the hands of an opulent Arab 
firm of Hodeyda, protected by the Governor of that place, and is purchased from the 
natives at the rate of 6 dollars a ton. 

I must add my opinion that no practicable amount of guano can be gathered in 
the manner suggested to the Board of Trade by Mr. Desborough Cooley in this part of 
Africa. 

I have, &c. 

(8igned) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 616. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received January 7, I860.) 

(No. 16.) 

My Lord, Begemder , October 5, 1859. 

1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch No. 1 
of the 31st May, 1859,f and to state that the rifle mentioned therein, and destined for 
the King of Abyssinia, has been received by my agent at Massowah, but no ammu¬ 
nition.! 

I have, See. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 617. 

Consul Plowden to the Earl of Malmesbury.—(Received January 7, 1860.) 

(No. 17.) 

My Lord. Tleqemder, October 5, 1859. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of a Circular of the 21st May. 
1859, respecting foreigners acting as Vice-Consuls. 

In my despatch No. 9 of the 15th November, 1858,$ I recommended the appoint¬ 
ment of Mr. Barroni as Vice-Consul at Massowah. 

1 consider that gentlemans knowledge of the English langunge, though not perfect, 
as sufficient for correspondence with his superior officer, and for all practical purposes. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 618. 

Memorandum on Non-Residence of Consul Plowden at Massowah. 

UPON the appointment of Mr. W. Plowden as Her Majesty’s Consul at Massowah 
he was instructed to proceed to Massowah, and for a certain time to reside either there 
or on the main laud in its vicinity. 

He was further instructed after he should have obtained all the information in his 
power on political and commercial questions at Massowah to proceed to Tigr£ with 
presents for the Ras, and. if possible, to conclude a Treaty of Commerce with him. 

Certain discretionary powers were given to Consul Plowden to visit other places and 
Chieftains iu Aoyssinia as will appear from the following quotations from his instruc- 

• No. 570. f No. 587. J 8 m No. 605. § Not received. 
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tions: "While you are at Tigrd or Gondar (if you should think it expedient to proceed 
to the latter place) &c. ; and further, •* you will also inquire into and report upon the 
present situation and the probable future stability of the Chiefs not only of Shoa but of 
the other countries and districts which are more or less dependent upon or in connection 
with Abyssinia; and if you should believe that any material benefit might be derived 
from your visiting the capital of Shoa you may proceed thither.” 

“ While you are in Abyssinia you will endeavour to establish friendly relations with 
influential chiefs of families in the country.” 

In a further despatch to Consul Plowden, he was informed that as he had been 
authorized to proceed under certain circumstances to other places in Abyssinia, his travel¬ 
ling expenses on those occasions would be allowed to him. 

Consul Plowden appears to have been absent from Massowah visiting different 
places in Abyssinia during portions of the years 1848 and 1850, and during the whole 
of the year 1849, and on these occasions an allowance was made to him for travelling 
expenses. 

In March 1851 Consul Plowden reported that he was again about to proceed into 
the interior, and wished to know whether his travelling expenses would be paid, and in 
reply he was infonned that he might, as heretofore, draw upon the Lords Commissioners 
of the Treasury for those expenses. 

Subsequently to 1851 Consul Plowden appears several times to have visited the 
interior of the country, and upon the occasions on which he did ro his conduct was 
approved by the Foreign Office. 

(Signed) F. IRVING. 

Foreign Office, January 9, 1860. 


It does not appear from the correspondence that any complaint has been made of 
detriment to the public service in consequence of the absence of Consul Plowden from 
Massowah whilst visiting the interior of the country, and as his conduct on the several 
occasions on which he did so was approved by the Foreign Office, it may be inferred 
that it was not to the disadvantage of the public sendee. 

(Signed) F. IRVING. 

Foreign Office , January 13, 1860. 


No. 619. 

Mr. Murray to the Secretary to the Board of 7Y ade. 

Sir, Foreign Office, January 14, i860. 

WITH reference to Mr. Hammond’s letter of the 23rd of April last,* I am directed by 
Lord John Russell to transmit to you, for the information of the Lords of the Committee 
of Privy Council for Trade, a copy of a further despatch from Her Majesty's Consul in 
Abyssinia,f respecting the trade in guano in that country. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


(Query.—Minute on which this was founded.] 


No. 620. 

Lord J. Russell to Consul Plowden.\ 

(No. 1.) 

Sir, Foreign Office , January 18, I860. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 13 of the 20th September last, dated from 
Begemder, respecting the operations of the King of Abyssinia against the hostile tribes by 

* No. 579. t No. 614. 

♦ This despatch was not received bv Consul Plowden, as he was killed in February, 1860. See No. 641. 
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whom be is harassed, and in connection with this subject* ! have to observe to you that 
Her Majesty’s Government do not consider that any special advantage is derived from 
your repeated visits into the interior. You will therefore return to Massowah, which is 
your proper residence, and you will not leave it, unless under very exceptional circum¬ 
stances, without orders or permission from the Secretary of State. 

rhere are various matters to which your attention should be directed at Massowah. 
The interests of that port are intimately connected with British interests in India, 
and, with judicious care and encouragement, it may become the outlet of a large trade 
between Abyssinia and Her Majesty's dominions. 

The proceedings of other foreign nations should carefully be watched, in order to 
prevent or counteract efforts to establish a permanent influence in that quarter. 

Attempts of such Powers to form naval stations should be inquired into (with due 
caution), and early information should be reported upon such points to Her Majesty’s 
Government, and should also be given to the Senior Naval Officer of Her Majesty’s ships 
with whom you may be able to communicate. 

I am, See. 

(Signed) RUSSELL, 


Minute. 

I should think Mr Plowden would be better employed at Massowah than in attending 
the marches and counterm arches of either of the pretenders to Abyssinian sovereignty. 

E HAMMOND. 


No. 020*. 

To India Office. January 25, 1860. 


No. 621. 

Dr. Beke to Lord J. Russell.—(Received February 5, 1860.) 

My Lord, Belvedere , Mauritius, December 26, 1859. 

ON the 19th September,* I took the liberty of soliciting from your Lordship the 
appointment of British Consul in Abyssinia on Mr. Plowden’s retirement from that post, 
which I had been given to understand was about to take place. 

1 am induced to address your Lordship on the present occasion by the intelligence 
which has just reached me of the arrival at Massowah of M. Gilbert, Consul of France in 
Tigr£, now recognised as an independent State by the Emperor of the French, and of the 
expected arrival of a vessel of war to take possession of Zulla, in Anneslcy Bay, which place 
lias been ceded by Negoosie, King of Tigre, to the French Emperor, in return for his 
recognition and protection. 

Your Lordship is, of course, aware of what has thus occurred and of its importance. 
But as it may not yet have been placed before your Lordship in a light showing all its 
bearings on the future of North-Eastern Africa and especially of Egypt, I would venture 
to hope that the following observations on the subject may not be undeserving of your 
Lordship’s consideration. 

Zulla, the representative of the ancient Adule or Adulis, is that particular spot on the 
shores of the Red Sea, where the high table-land of Eastern Africa approaches most closely 
to the coast; its edge, which is there elevated 8,000 feet above the sea, being distant from 
it less than twenty miles. Immediately behind Massowah the edge of the table-land 
recedes considerably, and the communication between the two is over an almost wasteless 
desert; whereas the ascent from Zulla is principally up the valley of a perennial stream. 
It is the ancient commercial road used by the Greek traders of Egypt on account of its 
peculiar advantages, by which they, and after them the Axomites, conveyed their merchan¬ 
dise between the sea and the interior of Africa. In the possession of the French or any 
other European nation, it would soon regain its commercial importance, and supersede 
Massowah as the the port of Abyssinia. The accompanying sketch shows more clearly the 
relative positions of the two places in connexion with the high land. 

• No. 610. 
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The political importance of Zulla is yet greater than its commercial. For it affords 
a perfectly easy access to the temperate, fertile, and healthy table-land of Abyssinia, where 
Europeans in any number might readily subsist and find supplies of all kinds *, so that were 
a body of troops introduced into Tigre to support the reigning prince, there would be no 
difficulty in providing for them in every respect. 

Though it is not very likely that any large French force will just now l»c introduced 
into Northern Abyssinia, yet nothing would be easier than to detach a few hundred men 
from the troops destined for Ch’na on their way down the Red Sea. This is not, however, 
at all necessary. A few officers like Mil Allarti, Ventura, and Court in the Ponjanb, 
would soon succeed iu disciplining Negoosie’s army, so as to render it impossible for any 
other native prince to withstand him; and thus in a few years this monarch would become 
the undisputed ruler of the whole of Abyssinia. 

Such a sovereign wonld, in conjunction with his French allies, hold in hte hands the 
fete of North-Eastern Africa, including Egypt. Khartum, the capital of Sennar, is only 
about 400 miles distant from Zulla, and little more than 300 miles from Gondar, whence 
it is readily accessible ; whilst its distance from the seat of government in Egypt is such, 
and the difficulty of communication so great, that Sennar might be entirely conquered and 
occupied by an invading army before even the news could reach Cniro of the advance of 
that army. 

On the possession of Sennar depends that of the country in the fork of the Blue 
River and the Atbara, once the rich and powerful kingdom of Meroe or Ethiopia; and the 
ruler of Ethiopia can at all times subjugate Upper Egypt, whilst Lower Egypt is equally at 
his mercy, without invasion, from the power he possesses of turning the waters of the river 
Atbara away from the Nile, down a valley leading to the Red Sea near Sunkin. 

The practicability of this undertaking has been known from the earliest ages down to 
the present time. Not longer ago than the year 1840, the late Ahmed Pasha, Governor 
of Sennar, attempted something of the kind on a small scale; and its frill execution, for 
the purpose of annihilating the Mahometan power of Egypt, was contemplated and 
proposed by the great Allmquerque, at a time when the Venetians, irritated by the 
successes of the Portuguese in the East, assisted the soldiers of Egypt witli a fleet of 
ships built in the Red Sea, with timber conveyed across the Isthmus of Suez. They 
rivalry in the Red Sea between the Venetians and Portuguese in the sixteenth century 
can scarcely have been greater than that between the French and English in the nine¬ 
teenth ; so that it is not too much to contemplicatc the possibility of a recurrence of 
past events. 

It may be contended that, in these times of high civilization, the barbarity of such a 
measure would prevent its execution. I am afraid the M civilization ” of the present day is 
not such as to place moral restraint on an unscrupulous man, possessing the physical power 
of gratifying his will. And even were it otherwise, the plea of urgent necessity, which 
justified the English General Hutchinson in letting the waters of the Mediterranean into 
Lake Mareotis, whereby “the pride and peculiar care of Egypt, the consolidation of ages, 
was in a few hours destroyed by the devastating hnnd of man,” would not be wanting to 
warrant an Abyssinian or French Albuquerque in depriving Lower Egypt of its requisite 
supply of water, and thus famishing its inhabitants. 

With reference more particularly to the existing relations between France and 
North-Eastern Abyssinia, I would beg leave to direct your Lordship’s attention to my 
two letters of Angust 28, 1846, and April 4, 1848, to Viscount Palmerston,* your Lorn- 
ship's predecessor in office, as distinctly pointing out the event which has now occurred, 
and its probable consequences, as also the course which should have been pursued to 
prevent its occurrence. And I would venture to add a few suggestions as to the remedial 
measures now to be adopted, on the assumption always that Zulla has not been used 
merely as a landing-place for the introduction of a body of French troops into Tigr<5. 

In the first place the French should be dislodged from Zulla as quickly os possible, 
though it may not be easy to say how this desirable end is to be attained. If the title 
of Turkey to this portion of the coast could be clearly established, the existing European 
Treaties would, perhaps, be a barrier to its cession hv a stranger to the French. Or if 
Zulla be held to belong to the Naib of Arfeeeko, who is a vassal of the Porte, the result 
would be the same. On the other hand, Negoosie, the present King of Tigris, pretends 
that his dominions extend to the coast; and it is on the assumption of the validity of 
Negoosie’s title, as the independent ruler of Tigre, that the French base their right to 
occupy Zulla. But to this it might be replied that Zulla, if belonging at all to the 
ancient Abyssinian Empire, is not within the limits of the Kingdom of Tigre, hut of the 

* 8ee “ Correspondence respecting the Circumstan> es which led to the Establishment of a t annulate at 
Massowah, 1846-47,” No. 1 ; and ante, No. 30. 
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Mid re-Bab r—the Sea-Coast—which was under the Government of a separate Nagasb 
or Regulus. 

If there were an Emperor of Abyssinia possessed of power to enforce his rights, it is 
he, perhaps, who might have the most valid title to Zulla. But there is now no Emperor 
of the blood royal. The usurper Kassa. styling himself Theodore, Emperor of Ethiopia, 
does not possess a title of right except that of the longest sword, which a single battle 
with any one of his numerous competitors might wrest from him. As to his claim to the 
Throne on the pretence of his being the “ Theodore ” of an old native prophecy, it is 
held in ridicule by even his ignorant and superstitious countrymen. 

Apart from nil these claims and pretensions, which appear to be only maintainable 
by whoever possesses for the time the greatest power; it seems most probable that Zulla 
actually belongs by right of possession and occupancy to the tribe of the Hazortas, a branch 
of the great Dankali nation, occupying from time immemorial the low country between 
the sea and the Abyssinian table-land. In page 234 of the 3rd volume of Lord Valentias 
travels, is the following passage bearing directly on the subject:—“Umman, the Sheem 
of the Hazuta in this district, paid us a visit, and from him 1 gleaned the following infor¬ 
mation—that there are 3,000 fighting men in their tribe under five different chiefs . . 

All these chiefs, whose territories extend from near Dixan to the sea, live in strict amity 
with each other, and acknowledge Shum Abdallah Wclled-cl-Zangarah as supreme. He 
resides at Zulla by the sea-side.” 

During the half century which has elapsed since Lord Valentias visit, circumstances 
have altered in many respects; but the same Hazorta tribes still occupy the soil, and 
doubtless regard themselves as independent, in the absence of any one sufficiently strong 
to com|)cl their allegiance. And with far less than 3,000 fighting men, they might, if 
properly encouraged, effectually hold their own against King Negoosie and his French 
allies, and even drive the latter from Adule, as the *' barbarians H of old drove the Egyptian 
Greeks from thence, forcing them to retire to the neighbouring island of Orine, now Diaaee, 
pluce of more security. 

But if it is desirable that the French should not remain at Zulla, it is equally, if 
not more so, that on leaving that place they should not, like their predecessors of old, be 
able to retire to Orine. It is consequently requisite that Her Majesty's Government 
should w ithout delay obtain possession of this island of Orine or Dissee, better known as 
Valentia island; Lord Vnlcntia having been, as he states in his travels (vol. ii, p. 50), 
the first European who visited it in 1805, when he gave it his ow n name. His Lordship has 
not explained whether he took possession of the island on behalf of the British Crown, or 
exercised any aet of ownership beyond naming it. But his “ discovery ” might be sufficient 
to give a primti facie title, which could then be perfected by buying up the rights of any 
native tribes who might claim the island as their own. This might be done without much 
difficulty and at no great expense, as in the case of the small islands at the entrance of 
the Bay of Tadjurrah. The Sultan of Tadjurruh, of the tribe of Adali, first sold these 
islands to the British; and then the Vizier of Tadjurrah, who is of a different tribe, 
informed me, when there in 1840, that the ownership would be in his tribe after the 
Sultan’s death. This I communicated to Captain Haines, Political Agent at Aden, and 
he accordingly sent over to Tadjurrah, and purchased for a small additional sum the 
reversionary right of the Vizier and his tribe. 

Claimants of a different character would exist in the Turkish Governor of Massowah, 
the Nall) of Arkeeko, the King of Tigre, and the Emperor of Abyssinia. Whatever 
arguments apply to their respective rights to Zulla on the mainland on the opposite 
shore of Annesley Bay, are applicable as regards Valentia Island, only more strongly 
against them all. In fact, they might not unreasonably be ignored altogether. But this 
would mainly depend on the light in which the occupancy of Zulla by the French is viewed 
by Her Majesty's Government. 

The next measure of which I would take the liberty of recommending the adoption, 
is. that whether the French continue to occupy Zulla or are expelled from it, and whether 
or not the British obtain possession of Valentia island, Her Britannic Majesty’s Represen¬ 
tative in Abyssinia should be accredited to King Negoosie of Tigre, or whoever else may be 
the ruler de facto of that portion of Abyssinia* which lies between the sea coast and the 
river Takkazve. Tigr6 has virtually been an independent kingdom since the time of 
Bruce. And in !810, when Mr. Salt was accredited by the British Government to the 
nominal Emperor of Abyssinia at Gondar, to whom he was the bearer of presents, be with 
great judgment decided on delivering those presents to Uas Walda Selassye, the actual 
ruler of Tigre, whom he treated as an independent Prince. 

From the time of Mr. Salt's Mission, Tigit has continued to be an independent State. 
And as the interior Provinces of Abyssinia can only be reached, whether from Zulla or 
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from Massowah, by passing through Tigte, it certainly does appear unnecessary, and 
indeed inexpedient, to cultivate relations of friendship with the rulers of any of those 
provinces, seeing that by so doing we place ourselves in antagonism to the ruler of the 
only portion of Abyssinia, with which British traders are likely to have commercial 
relations for many years to come. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES BEKE. 


No. 622. 

Mr. Colquhoun to Lord J. Russell.—(Received February 18.) 

(No. 77.) y 

Mj L°rd, Cairo, February 6 , 1860. 

I HASIEN to communicate to your Lordship copies of two letters this day 
received from Massowah from a Mr. Barroni who is acting as British Consular Agent 
there. e 

If matters are as Mr. Barroni would represent them, it appears to me that Her 
Majesty’s Government should have some person at or about Massowah whose position 
should be clearly defined, which Mr. Barroni’s is not, nor, to judge from the wording 
ot his letters, is he competent to fill the post of a Vice-Consul or Consular Agent 
where there may arise any delicate question. 

Brigadier Coghlan, some time ago, wrote me: "At Massowah we are represented 
by a Mr. Barroni, a person who was and is servant and agent of Mr. Plowden; as such, 
he receives and forwards letters and money, and he writes to all neighbouring 
authorities as if he were accredited Consul, Vice-Consul, or Consular Agent, fcc.” 
Further, Brigadier Coghlan says: "Massowah is a focus of intrigue; a movement is 
now going on there to assist the Tigte Chief against Theodore of Abyssinia, it is 
directed by Homan Catholic Priests, and, I believe, several British subjects are engaged 
in it; one of these, Mr. Kirwan Joyce, late of the police of Alexandria—this man is well 
known to me, he was formerly a soldier in my battalion of the Bombay Artillery I am 
informed he has contracted to supply the Tigre Chief with several pieces of cannon—it 
may be well to watch this man’s proceedings, &c.” 

I would not wish to injure Mr. Barroni, whom, 1 believe, from information l have 
received, to be a perfectly honest man, but he is evidently unfit for a position where 
difficult questions may present themselves. It may be for your Lordship to consider 
whether Brigadier Coghlan may not have at his disposal some one to whom he could 
entrust the duty ot watching what is going on in those parts. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ROBERT G. COLQUHOUN. 


Minute. 

Mr. Plowden is desired to go to Massowah. 


E. HAMMOND. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 622. 

Mr. Barroni to Mr. Colquhoun. 

SlF ’ i urn * • r ., , . t Massowah, December 31, 1859. 

i! ** 1° l, orm 7? u thafc the merchant steam-ship the " Yemen/' belonging to 
M. Pastte of Alexandria, arrived here on the 12th instant. There were on board 
besides other gentlemen, a French naval captain and a certain Father Sapetto who wa.1 
for the Embassy sent to the Emperor of France by Dejaj Negoosie Chief 
of Tigre. I have good reasons for supposing that the " Yemen ” did not come here for 
commercial purposes. She started on the 17th instant for Zula, where she still is 
anchored in a port called Adolis which is half a day distant from Massowah The- 
members of this expedition have pitched two tents on the beach, where they are living 
together with the agents of Naib Idcris, Governor of the mainland. These agents have 
been sent to join them by the new French Consul and this Caimacan, the latter having 
agreed to comply with the private wishes of the French Government. Messengers have 
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been dispatched from the party to Dejaj Negoosie, and they received from him twelve 
mule# and camel* for the transjmrt of a quantity of fire-arms, &c., which they had 
brought him as a present from the Emperor of France. The French naval captain 
above referred to carefully survey* the port and neighbourhood of Adolis, and it is 
believed that the Emperor of France has authorized these proceedings with a view to 
further his designs upon Abyssinia. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) R. BARRONI. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 622. 

Mr. Barroni to Mr. Colquhoun. 

Sir, Massowah, January 1, 1860. 

I BEG to forward some further particulars on the subject of my letter of yesterday. 

On the 31st December, the merchant steam-ship “ Yemen ” returned from Adolis, 
and anchored at 4 o'clock p.m., in this port. From information given by an eye-witness, 
it appears that on the 29th ultimo a party of about ten persons, (officers, engineers, &c.), 
went ashore from the “ Yemen/’ and, accompanied by some Priests, set out on mules for 
Tigrd. Their object was to pnxieed to the camp of Dejaj Negoosie to whom, l am told, 
they are sent as an Embassy on the part of the Emperor of France.. 

I am also informed that they are instructed to say that His Majesty the Emperor 
of France is pleased to recognize him us King of Tigre and Sayman, and begs him to 
accept some presents as a mark of friendship and respect. These gentlemen are also 
charged by the French Emperor to go as far as Gondar to convey the following orders 
to King Theodore:— 

1. To recognize Negoosie as King of Tigre and Sayman. 

2. To define the boundaries of his own kingdom. 

3. To maintain religious liberty in his States and dependencies, and provide that 
all sects shall be wholly free from restraint as regards the public exercises of their 
religion. 

4. To restore to the Roman Catholic Missionaries their houses and properties at 
Gondar and elsewhere. 

I shall forward further information on this subject this evening or to-morrow. I 
expect some men who have been instructed to watch the proceedings of the above- 
mentioned gentlemen. It would be desirable to have on this coast an English man-of- 
war in order to keep a vigilant out-look on French enterprise in this cruntry. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) R. BARRONI. 


No. 623. 

Mr. Joyce to Lord J. Bussell.—(Received February 18.) 

My Lord, Alexandria , February 6, 1860. 

DURING the past two years I have made four voyages to Abyssinia, in order to 
study the commerce of these countries bordering on the shores of the Red Sea. Being 
dressed as an Indian when I made the first voyage, I detected some fearful doings in 
Mossowah. The parties concerned were R. Barroni and Petrosa; the former being 
Consular Agent, and the latter Dragoman to Mr. Plowden, Her Britannic Majesty’s 
Consul in Abyssinia. By remaining some months on the Island of Massowah, I have been 
able to obtain written proof that Barroni was Acting Army Agent to the rebel King of 
Tigr6. 

If your Lordship will kindly read the inclosed papers, you will be convinced of 
Barroni's infidelity to the English nation. The doings of Barroni and his parner Petross 
in Massowah, have lowered the estimation of the Abyssinians in the interior towards 
Mr. Plowden, although he knew nothing of the infamous doings in Massowah. 

I have been in the rebel camp in December 1859, and the King treated me very- 
kindly ; hut the French political priests had done everything in their power to prevent me 
from obtaining a commercial footing in the country. One occasion, when Barroni passed 
1,700 guns with bayonets into the rebel camp, for which he received 2,500 dollars from the 
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merchants, he reported to the Governor of Aden that some one had succeeded to pas* 
arms into the rebel camp. 

I beg of your Lordship to be careful of the inclosed certificates, as I value them 
much. 

Having met the Rev. John Pulling in Egypt, to whom I related everything I 
discovered in the interior, he promised me, on his arrival in England, that he would do 
himself the honour of calling upon your Lordship, and relate to you all. 

I find, my Lord, that to put a stop to the Slave Trade in the Red Sea, the assistance 
of the Ruler of Tigr6 must be obtained, for all the slaves pass through Tigr6 on their way 
to the slave-markets, on the shores of the Red Sea. The rebel King has about 15,000 
good muskets, the most of which were passed from the Red Sea by Barroni and Co. 

During the last five years, my Lord, whilst travelling in Italia and the East, I must 
say that I have detected some grave and corrupt errors committed by Her Britannic 
Majesty’s representatives in the Consular Service. The most notorious, besides Barroni, 
were in Alexandria and .Tafia. The man in Jaffa, my Lord, ought to be well known in the 
Foreign Office, for he has been repeatedly reported for his dishonourable conduct to Her 
Majesty’s subjects in Syria. 

I beg to refer your Lordship to Mr. Moore’s correspondence, Her Britannic Majesty’s 
Consul in Beyrout, also to Mr. Heald, merchant, Beyrout, Robert Gower and Co., 
Marseilles, and Mr. Christie, late Minister Plenipotentiary regarding the Greek who has 
disgraced the English nation in Jaffa. Ho is protected, my Lord, I believe, by some 
ladies of influence in England, because he says that he is a devout Protestant. 

My Lord, the noble and free laws of England protect the subject in his person and 
property when at home ; but when the administrations of these laws are intrusted to weak- 
minded foreigners abroad, who have no other emulation in their bosoms but to make 
money, the British subject, especially in the Levant, under these mock magistrates of the 
nation, find to their sorrow and disgrace, that they are like so many white slaves, under 
the mock protection of their gracious Queen. 

To-morrow, my Lord. I start for another voyage to Abyssinia, and at my return I will 
take the liberty to communicate to your Lordship anything of importance which I may 
discover. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) K1RWAN JOYCE. 


Minute. 

Inclosures returned into Mr. Joyce’s own hands this day. 

May 15, 1863. J. MURRAY. 


No. 624. 

Circular, March 1, 1860. Limit of time for Registration of Births and Deaths. 


No. 625. 

Circular, March 6, 1800. Te Deums on Victories. 


No. 626. 

Circular, March 10, 1860. Allowance in lieu of Fees. 


No. 627. 

Sir G. Clerk to Mr. Hammond.—(Received March 20.) 

Sir, India Office , March 20, 1860. 

I HAVE the honour to forward, by direction of Sir Charles Wood, the accompany¬ 
ing copy of a Report from Brigadier Cogblan, Political Agent at Aden, and to request 
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that you will invite the attention of Lord John Russell to the statements it contains 
relative to the proceedings of certain French officers on the shores of the Red Sea. 

I have, &c. 

(8igned) GEORGE CLERK. 


Inclosure in No. 627. 

Brigadier Coghlan to the Secretary to Government , Bombay. 

8i r « Aden, February 13, 1860. 

I HA VE the honour to report, for the information of the Right Honourable the 
Governor in Council, that I proceeded on my trip up the Red Sea in Her Majesty's 
steam-frigate “Auckland ” on the 10th ultimo, taking in my suite the Rev. Mr. Badger, 
and Assistant-Surgeon Welsh, the latter performing the duties also of Medical Officer in 
charge of the vessel; no other Assistant-Surgeon being available for the purpose. 

H. In order to convey a clearer account of the results of this expedition, I shall 
confine myself at the outset to a succinct narrative of the places visited, and of the 
information acquired, and shall subsequently venture to express an opinion on the policy 
which they appear to indicate, and the importance of such movements when viewed in 
connection with British interests in this quarter. 

3. The first point attained was Perim, which island I touched at both in going and 
returning, availing myself of the opportunities thus afforded for inspecting the works in 
progress, especially the setting-up of the condenser, and the preparations just commenced 
for erecting the lighthouse. As I purpose in my after remarks drawing the special 
attention of Government to this place as an important military position, I shall reserve 
till then any further notice on the subject, though, in passing, I may not omit expressing 
my high appreciation of the ability, diligence, and energy displayed by Lieutenant 
Moore, of the Engineers in charge of the Public Works Department of the island. 

4. From Perim 1 intended proceeding direct to Jeddah, with the view of learning 
something definite regarding the auxiliary screw-steamer “ Yemen,” it having been 
reported to me prior to leaving Aden that she had been purchased or chartered by the 
French Government for some specific sendee in the Red Sea, and that a supply of coal 
had been dispatched to Jeddah from Aden for her use. This vessel, which sails under 
French colours, is, or was, the property of Messrs. Pastil. Freres, the chief of the firm 
being a gentleman of some note in Egypt, and high in the confidence of Said Pasha. 
A strong head wind meeting the “ Auckland ” after she had passed Jebel Teer, her 
progress was so slow that, despairing of reaching Jeddah within a reasonable time, I 
requested Commander Stradling to cross over at once to the African side, and to make 
the run to Massownh along the coast. This deviation from our original plan turned out 
most fortunate in every respect, for we found the *• Yemen ” anchored before Massowah, 
and had a good opportunity of testing not only the practicability, but the extreme 
security of that sea-route from the northward to Massowah or to Annesley Bay. The 
passage within the reefs averages about ten miles in width, without a single impediment 
to steam navigation, the coast the meanwhile serving as a continuous landmark throughout 
the entire course. I notice this fact particularly on account of its bearing on any 
project which may be entertained by the French Government for establishing a regular 
steam communication between Suez and any other point in the Red Sea. I annex an 
outline of the const referred to, and have marked the course steered by the “ Auckland,” 
in illustratiou of the foregoing remarks. The same sketch, adapted chiefly from Moresby, 
with a few alterations and additions, comprises a general view of the places visited in 
the neighbourhood of Annesley Bay. 

5. On reaching Massowah, where we found Her Majesty’s steamer “ Lady Canning,” 
Indian Navy, 1 was waited upon immediately by Mr. Barroni, our officiating Consular 
Agent, who communicated to me much intelligence respecting the movements of the 
French Mission, of which the following is a brief summary :—“The “ Yemen ” arrived at 
Massowah on the 12th of December, having on board le Comte Roussel. Captain in the 
Imperial Navy, two military officers, several attendants, and Padre Sapetto, who accom¬ 
panied the Embassy formerly sent to Paris by Dejaj Negoosee of Tigre, in the capacity 
ot interpreter. A secret meeting was then held by the principal persons of the expedi¬ 
tion at the residence of M. Gilbert, the French Consul, at which Monsignor de Jacobis and 
Padre Gabriele of Piedmont were present. Subsequently messengers were despatched 
to Dejaj Negoosee, and the “Yemen’* proceeded on the 17th in the direction of 
Annesley Bay, and returned to Massowah on the 31st. The “Yemen” was reported 
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to have anchored opposite the village of Zulla, where the party landed, and were there 
met by agents of the Nayib Edrees, despatched to that end by M. Gilbert, in coucert 
with the Nayib. A few days after, camels and mules were sent for them from the Tigr6, 
and they proceeded into the interior. The special object of this Mission is represented 
to be, first, to reach the camp of Dejaj, and to inform him that the Emperor of the 
French is pleased to recongnize his independence as King of Tigr* and Samien,* and 
that he sends him several presents in token of his friendship. This done, the Mission 
was to proceed to Gondar, and to inform the Emperor Theodorus that France insisted 
on four points, viz.:— 

1. That he should recognize the independence of Dejaj Negoosee as King of Tigr£ 
and Samien. 

2. That he should agree to certain limitations of his territory. 

3. That perfect religious toleration should be established throughout his kingdom 
and its dependencies ; and, 

4. That the Roman Catholic missionaries be permitted to return to Gondar, und that 
all their property should be restored to them. 

6. In addition to the above, M. Barroni reported the arrival of an Arab boat from 
Jeddah on the 4th of January, having on board M. Henri Enrichy, a French merchant, 
with fifty-five cases, twenty-one of which contained arms sent by the Emperor of the 
French to Dejaj Negoosee, and the remainder (also containing arms and percussion caps), 
were at first declared to be the private property of M. Enrichy; subsequently, however, 
when called upon by the Turkish authorities to point out which cases were public property, 
and, as such, free of duty, M. Gilbert, officially intimated to the Kaimakam, that he 
had orders to receive them, and held himself responsible for the entire consignment. 
The cases were then removed to the French Consular residence at the village of 
Monkollo. These facts, relating to the above-named cases, were subsequently confirmed 
by the testimony of Ali Bey, the confidential Agent of the Musheer of Jeddah, who is at 
present in Massowah on special duty 

7. Mr. Barroni’s latest information regarding the French Mission was, that they had 
reached Toconda, where they received intelligence that the Abyssinian Emperor was on 
the march, and might be expected shortly with all his army to nttack Dejaj Negoosie. 
On hearing this they fell back upon Kalai, the residence of the Bishop de Jacobis, a 
place within two days journey of Zulli. 

On the morning following our arrival, the usual courtesies of salutes were exchanged 
between the ship and the Turkish fort; and I paid a visit of ceremony to Bckir Agha, 
the Kaimakam, which he returned in the afternoon. He was attended by Ali Bey who, 
in a confidential communication to the Rev. Mr. Badger, narrated how he had, in 
disguise, watched the landing of the French party at Adoold, near Zulla, and 
subsequently followed them one day’s journey inland where, under the plea of 
expostulating with them for venturing through so barbarous a country without an escort, 
endeavoured to glean something of their ulterior designs, and wished to induce them to 
accept one of his men to accompany them beyond the borders; but his remonstrances 
were met by repeated assurances that they had arms and were able to defend themselves. 
Ali Bey, moreover, did not hesitate to state that the Naib of Arkeeko was acting in 
concert with the French, and that the latter chose to regard him as the paramount Chief 
on the coast. The mission, it appears, abstained from all communication with the 
Turkish authorities at Massowah, and Ali Bey, on his return thither, was brought to task 
by the French Consul and charged with espionage. These facts have been duly 
reported to the DirvAn at Jeddah, and I have reason for believing that Ali Bey’s 

t >resence at Massowah has special reference to these suspicious movements of the 
french. Before we left that place the Kaimakam urgently solicited that I should have 
a plan taken for him of the Island of Massowah, begging that the request should be kept 
strictly secret. Seeing no object on to compliance, I requested Lieutenant Peevor of 
the ” Lady Canning,” through Commander Stradling, to carry out the Kaimakam's wish 
in this respect, and I annex a copy which was subsequently delivered to me at Perim. 
Lieutenant Peevor gives all the credit of the plan to the midshipmen whose names it 
bears, and rejjorts that the Kaimakam was extremely gratified with it and made several 
ineffectual eiforts to induce him to accept some remuneration for the service. Although 
nothing definite was stated as to the object of this plan, it appears designed for trans¬ 
mission to the Porte to show the im]K>saibility, or more correctly the impolicy, of 
conceding to the French any portion of the northern side of the island whereon to erect 
a projected church (for which a firman has been lately issued), under the plea that 

• Mr. Barroni •• ate* tint he «aw a large seal which had l>een Mt from France ai ft present to D-jaj Nrgooaie 
hearing the inscription of “ King of Tigr6 and Samien " in the Amnaric character. 











the space in already fully occupied by the forts, the tanks, and the Mahommedan burial 
grounds. 

9. Before leaving Massowah, I deemed it prudent, in order to avoid all semblance 
of acting irrespective of the local authorities, to request the Kaimakam to supply a guide 
to accompany us in our further researches. He manifested the greatest willingness to 
do so, hut wished me to make the application in writing, and begged expressly that I 
would define the object of our excursion as a pleasure trip and for the purpose of 
examining the ancient remains in the district. This being readily conceded, he sent on 
board two individuals, one from himself and one from the Naib of Arkeeko, the latter, in 
all probability, to save appearances with the Naib, who, on bis part, was doubtless 
satisfied that he thereby secured a spy upon our future movements. I may mention 
here that neither Mr. Barroni nor the Turkish authorities at Massowah appeared to have 
any idea of what the French Mission had done at Dissce (sometimes styled Yalentia), 
beyond that they had touched at that island which lies at the entrance of Gubbet Duenoo 
or Annesley Hay. 

10. Following the directions of our guides wc anchored half-way down the bay, on 
the western side, opposite the spot marked “ ruins*’ in Moresby’s chart of the Red Sea. 
A ride of six miles over a level plain covered with tamarisk and mimosa bushes, and 
which appears to be sometimes partially under water, brought us to the ruins of Adoolis, 
or, as the natives pronounce the name “Adule,” situated near the bed of a broad 
torrent, and giving some probability to the tradition that the ancient station was 
destroyed by inundation. A number of disjointed square basaltic pillars and capitals, 
exceedingly well cut and in perfect preservation, are all the remains now visible of the 
once famous emporium, and fragments of these have been availed of by the modern 
inhabitants to construct tombstones, several of the mounds in the vicinity being covered 
with graves. In one part we saw tokens of late excavation, and were informed that 
while the French party encamped there they had prepared to remove specimens and to 
ship them on board the “ Yemen.” The village of Zulla, inhabited by forty families of 
the Hamorta tribe, is situated a mile to the south of Adoolis; and another deserted 
village called Asfet stands at about the same distance towards the north, Mohammed 
Wcled Shoom Abdallah, the Chief of Zulla, and uncle or brother, as we afterwards 
learned, to the head man of Dissce, came out to meet us with a skin of water which, 
though sweet, was so muddy as to he undrinkable. According to all the accounts taken 
on the spot, the only supply of this indispensable article is obtained by digging in or 
near the bed of the torrent, and we met several parties collecting it from holes made for 
the purpose at a distance of four miles from the village. The inhabitants appear to be 
wretchedly poor, and their exclusive occupation is that of carriers to and from the 
frontiers of Abyssinia, llal&i, the first village of the Tigre, being within two days 
journey of Zulla. At present, however, very little trade seems to go by this route, the 
principal item being salt brought from a district near Howakil on the coast further 
south, which is either shipped in boats below the Dankali village of Mukanlili on the 
opposite side of the hay, and thence brought to Zulla, or conveyed direct overland by 
some other of the many passes into Abyssinia which exist in this neighbourhood. 

11. On the morning following, we proceeded in the steamer to the extremity of the 
bay, and, towards its south-eastern angle, were directed by our guides to a hot spring 
which the French Mission had visited (luring their stay at Zulla. The spring, or rather 
springs, issue from a rock of basalt and tufa which juts into the sea, so that at high tide 
several of them are covered. Dr. Welsh found the temperature of the springs to be 140 
degrees of Fahrenheit, whilst that of the sea was 81 degrees, and of the atmosphere 82 
degrees. The water is somewhat salt and bitter. Specimens were obtained which shall be 
duly forwarded to the Government for analysis. The hills adjoining the springs bear signs 
of volcanic agency, and one in the immediate vicinity appeared to have a well-defined 
crater on its summit. Fresh water is obtainable by digging in the soil not far from the 
shore, and we met a caravan of bullocks, laden with salt from Makanlili, on a 
rugged path hard hv the springs which leads into the Tigr<$ country round the bottom 
of tiie bay. 

12. From this point we next proceeded towards Dissce and anchored opposite the 
only village on the island. My conviction was, after our survey of Annesley Bay, that 
neither Aduld nor Zulla would he fixed upon by the French for a naval station or for 
their principal settlement in this quarter. The entire bay forms, indeed, a noble 
harbour, being perfectly land-locked on three sides, and sheltered from the violence of 
the north winds by the out-spreading Dahlac group about ten miles distant from the 
entrance of the hay. But the position of Adoolis has nothing to recommend it beyond 
the fact of its proximity to the Tigr£ couutry, to which it is nearer by a day’s journey 
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than Massowah, which wonld undoubtedly give it a great advantage as a commercial 
station.* That, 1 apprehend, was the origin of its early importance; but the same 
causes which prevented the ancient Egyptians or Greeks from maintaining a footing there, 
and obliged them occasionally to take refuge in the Island of Orme (the modem Dissee), 
still militates against any attempt to secure the place against a strong naval power. 
The surrounding country, to the foot of the distant Abyssinian mountains, is generally 
flat, and the small hills to the south of Zulla, however strongly fortified, could do little 
more than protect the immediate vicinity, and. unless supported by an adequate number 
of armed ships, would fall an easy prey to a superior force. The great disadvantage, 
therefore, of Adoolis is, that it possesses no separate defensible harbour, and this 
consideration, taken in connection with the fact of the limited supply of water to be 
obtained in the neighbourhood, fully convinced me that if the French seriously intended 
to establish a settlement there, they would select some point near at hand which might 
be availed of to protect it, and which might be converted into a strong military and 
naval post where they could more effectually maintain their ground and from which, if 
necessary, they might the more easily extend their political influence over the Red Sea 
and Abyssinia. 

13. With these impressions on my mind, I was by no means surprised on landing at 
Dessee to be greeted with the inquiry, “ Are you French?” and to learn that the Mission 
had been four days on the island examining it thoroughly. A cursory survey on the 
occasion of our first landing, convinced me that as a place of residence for Europeans, 
as a naval station, and as a strong strategical position, giving almost absolute command 
of Annesley Bay, a better spot could not be selected. The eastern side is indented with 
several secure bights or harbours, with sufficient water to allow’ vessels of large tonnage 
to approach within half a mile of the shore, while the mainland opposite, which is 
separated from Dissee by a strait only two miles wide, and the long reef which runs off 
the northern extremity of the island, serve to shelter the anchorage from the influence of 
any strong prevailing winds. Not less favourable in every respect are the features of 
the coast, each bight or harbour being encircled with hills rising to the height of from 
150 to 200 feet, affording excellent sites for defence, and composed of materials admi¬ 
rably adapted for engineering purposes. The annexed photograph will convey a good 
idea of the general features of the land surrounding these harbours. 

14. In other respects the island is undoubtedly what Moresby describes it, “one of 
the pleasantest spots in the Red Sea.” The valleys between the three parallel ranges of 
lulls which traverse it irregularly from north to south were “covered with grass” when 
that officer visited it, and the verdure was just sprouting up on our arrival. Nearly at 
the head of one of these valleys, and about a mile from the village, is a capacious basin 
of excellent water, kept constantly full by a spring which the natives declare never fails 
or diminishes. In the valley adjoining is a similar basin of larger dimensions, made to 
catch the rain which descends from the surrounding hills, and to prevent the low ground, 
as far as may be, from inundation. The soil is excellent, and would grow almost 
anything; for the climate is described to be very temperate during the hot season, and 
acute diseases are unknown. Moreover, 1 have no doubt that other springs might be 
discovered by boring, and towards the northern end of the island good water is procurable 
by digging in the sand not far from the sea-shore. 

15. There are thirty-five families on the island, all very poor; their principal food 
being shell fish and a little jowari, obtained by barter from the boats, which frequently 
touch at the island for water. They possess, however a good number of cattle and a few 
camels, but most of these had been taken to the mainland for pasture, the raisi this 
season having been very late and scanty on the island. Many of the men seek a liveli¬ 
hood as labourers in dilferent ports of the Red Sea, and a young man who acted as Chief 
(his elder brother, Hadj Ahmed bin Ishak, being absent at Massowah) informed me that 
several of his relations were employed as coolies in the coal depots at Aden. This 
intercourse with us appears to have given the people of Dissee a high sense of our power 
and good government, and they evinced unmistakable prepossessions in favour of the 
English, begging tnat we would come at once and settle on the island. The young 
Chief, however, seemed aware that our guides were catching all he said; nevertheless, he 
managed to intimate that he wished to converse with us privately. Accordingly, on the 
following day, Mr. Badger proceeded on shore alone; and I transcribe, in his own words, 
the result of his proceedings. 

16. “The young Chief began by relating how the French Mission had landed and 
surveyed the island, visiting every part of it, and taking plans with instruments. In 
their intercourse with the people they declared that the island was now theirs, as also all 

• Thia advantage waa especially noted by Lord Valentia in 1805. Travels, vol. ii. page 338. 
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the country around Zulla. That they had fixed upon a particular spot for their own 
settlement, where they would live apart from the Mahometans, allowing the latter the free 
exercise of their religion. That they would forthw ith open a large trade with Abyssinia, 
which would add greatly to the prosperity of the islanders, and make them the richest 
people in the Red Bea That in two months’ time many French ships would come from 
the West to take possession of Dissee. and to carry out their ulterior projects. They did 
not state who had made over the island to the French Government, and the natives 
appear utterly ignorant of the authors of the change which seems to await them. 

17. “ Desirous of inspecting the spot above alluded to, the young Chief induced one 
of the natives who had acted as guide to the Mission to accompany me thither. Before 
starting, this man took me into his hut, and showed me a large wooden cross which the 
French had erected on a rock dose to the island, but which had been blow n or taken 
down, on which was painted in large letters, ‘Yemen. 1859’ Proceeding under his 
guidance towards the largest of the bays on the southern part of the island, 1 found there 
two square pieces of canvass tied to a couple of trees, surveying points marked on the 
rocks forming the harbour, and a line of sticks fixed along the beach, as if used for 
measurement. This was the locality chosen by the French, and where they avowed that 
it was their intention to establish a settlement.” 

18. 1 made a point of visiting this spot personally, and have no doubt that occupa¬ 
tion of the island has been decided on by the French—an important movement on their 
part, which deserves the serious attention of Her Majesty’s Government. The general 
report is that they have accepted it as a gift from the Ruler of Tigr6, but it is difficult to 
realize that *>o flimsy a title will be put forward. The Emperor of Vbyssinia docs, indeed, 
after the fashion of the earlier Sultans of Turkey, style himself “ Lord of the Land and 
Sea,” yet, if his title to Dissee and the country about Zulla may reasonably be regarded 
as invalid, I do not see how a rebel or subordinate Prince of that Kingdom can be 
deemed to possess any right over the territory in question. The Porte will certainly 
place a veto on the projected occupation ; hut I fear the protest will come too late, and, 
once settled on the island, there will be little chance of dislodging the intruders by any 
efforts of diplomacy. The Turks will, of course, claim the island as theirs; but neither 
the Kaimakam nor Ali Bey seemed to have any very definite idea where it was situated, 
and whether the inhabitants were tributary to the Porte or not. This fact, which I was 
careful to ascertain before leaving Massowah, coincides with the repeated declarations of 
the islanders, that they paid no taxes whatever, either to the Porte or to the Naib of 
Arkeeko, stating, at the same time, that a Finnan securing their perfect independence 
lmd been conceded to their ancestor Sheikh Adam (whose tomb still exists on a hill 
behind the village) by Sultan Selim when he conquered Arabia, and took several places 
in the Red Sea. 

19. Another claimant to the island will be the Xaib of Arkeeko, an office which it 
is very difficult to define correctly. He seems to stand in the same relation to the Porte 
as the Sheikh-ul-Arab of Mesopotamia, exercising a certain degree of authority over the 
tribes on the coast of the mainland and receiving investiture from the Divan of Jeddah, 
but himself virtually as independent of the Porte as the scattered tribes nominally under 
his supervision. The Turkish authorities at Massowah seemed to pay a constrained 
deference to the present Incumbent Edrees; but 1 presume the Divan of Jeddah can 
exercise little control over his actions except by intriguing with the Chiefs subordinate 
to him. His pretensions, however ill-founded, are commensurate with the district in 
which he exercises an uncertain authority, and there is every reason to believe that he 
will gladly barter away any of his assumed rights to the French Consul and Mission, 
with whom he appears to he co-operating. The people of Dissee, however, disclaim his 
jurisdiction, though, at the same time, they ore absolutely powerless to resist his 
intervention. 

20. We left the island on the morning of the 27th ultimo, and did not reach Pcrim 
till the evening of the 2nd of February, there being a strong head wind against us the 
whole way, which frequently brought the speed of the “Auckland” down to less than two 
knots, and on one occasion made her lose eight miles in twenty-four hours. At Perim I 
received some later intelligence from Mr. Barroni by the “ Lady Canning,” to the effect 
that the Emperor Theodoras had arrived at Hainazain, two (lavs distant from Adowa, 
the capital of Tigre,and that Dejaj Negoosic had fled first to Codapalassee, a village four 
days’journey from the same place, but being pursued by the Imperial army was subse¬ 
quently obliged to retire upon Koonahaim, about thirty miles off. It was further stated 
that the rebel Chief had been taken prisoner with all his Staff, but the report requires 
confirmation. The French Mission was still at Halai. but a messenger had been 
dispatched by the French Consul, urging them to return forthwith to Massowah. The 


rumour of their having been arrested proves to be unfounded. I am glad to report 
moreover, that by the latest accounts Mr. Plowden has nearly recovered from the 
consequences of a fall from his horse, which fractured his leg. 

21. Before closing this account of my recent trip up the* Red Sea, I deem it incum- 
bent on me to state that though every opportunity was availed of to elicit information, 
tbe strictest care was observed that no intimation of a political object, in which the 

Government could be interested, was allowed to transpire; externally tbe visit was one of 
ordinary routine. 

22. I presume that the facts detailed in the foregoing narrative may be regarded as 
sufficient proof that the French Government, under some plea or other, intends to occupy 
Dissee without delay, and to form a settlement on the mainland near Adoolis. What- 
ever may be the issue of the present struggle between the Emperor Theodores and the 
Chrnf of Jigre, the designs ot the French on the island and the adjoining coast are not 
likely to be affected thereby; since, in case of the triumpth of the former, he will be 
utterly unable, even should he possess the right to do so, to arrest their progress. Hence 
these are considerations involved in this movement, which, supposing the influence of 
* ranee to become paramount in Abyssinia, might eventually give that Power undue 
predominance over the Vice-Royalty of Egypt. But, setting aside any such remote 
speculations, and confining the more immediate results to the Red Sea and the overland 
route, 1 cannot refrain from expressing my opinion that they portend disagreable compli¬ 
cations, which, m the event of hostilities between the two nations, might seriously inter¬ 
fere with our communications with India. Politically, the occupation by France of so 
commanding a position as Dissee can only be a source of embarrassment, and it will 
hardly be questioned that it would be far preferable for us if that Power could be induced 
to relinquish the contemplated project I have recently learnt that, in June next, the 

rench propose to establish a bi-monthly line of steamers between Suez and China, and 
that the 1 eninsular and Oriental Company are to supply them with coal. Nothing would 
be easier, with such means of transport at their disposal in the Red Sea, than to land a 
sufficient garrison to occupy the points above indicated, and any insult to their mission 
m Abvssima would form a ready pretext, if need be, to do so by force,* 

-J. 1 am, of course utterly ignorant of the views which Her Majesty’s Government 
nm> entertain on this subject. It opposed to the design, the Porte might be counte- 
nanced m its protest against the threatened occupation: or the British Government 
might favour the immediate purchase of the Island of Dissee from the native inhabitants 

firT Vu he JUd M d t n at ^ P T C8S the riffht of 80 diH P osin K of it. Mr. Gordon, of the 
nfW ?! ¥w r8 ’ N r aI a i nd Go l r . don » hn8 ot h,s own accord offered to acquire possession 
otitm that way for telegraphic purposes, the station at Souakin having proved very 

inconvenient to the Red Sea line, and the climate most unhealthy to the resident staff*. 

1 effected, Mr. Gordon would forthwith transfer the island to the Crown. 

-4. I lie importance of the matter here treated of has induced me to submit the 
foregoing suggestions, though they are made with the utmost diffidence, and I must 
solicit the indulgence of the Government if, in so doing, I have exceeded the limits of 
my position. Should it, however, be considered undesirable to interfere in any way with 
these projects of the French in the Red Sea, I trust that, in venturing to urge a few points 
in view of that judgment, and intimately connected with the security of our actual footing 
m the same quarter. I shall be deemed justified in writing with freedom. 

,, ff; \ he ^nd of Perim in the letter ease supposed, will become a point of consider- 
ablt importance, and I would strongly recommend that it be put in a state of defence 

n^hTn^’ *^Vfck tUa 8tepS h , a r e yet bcen taken t0 that end, the only works now 
on hand being the lighthouse, an additional tank, and the condenser. There is every 

reason to believe that the execution of the former will proceed rapidly, but l regret to 
state that m spite of all the energy and labour bestowed on the condenser, it does not 
work satisfactorily, and the same is tree of the engine which has lately been erected at 
Steamer Point, Aden. Either the skill of the naval.engineer is at fault, or the machinery 
is incomplete; and m order to remedy the defects, I would suggest that some competent 
W ? U ac( g a, . nted Wlth . Mr. Me Clftren’s engines, he sent from Bombay forthwith 

e “/ nt r ftC !f nt /°; k,ng 0rder An a(le( l ua te supply of water on ihe island 
rendering it independent of extraneous resources, is a desirable provision, while the 
works are in progress; but it becomes a matter of the highest moment in view of the 

thiTquarter 8 " an8e conse( l ucnt on the proximity of another naval Power in 

2(i. I scarcely see the necessity of making Perim a first class fortress, since it may 

Mwlj t^uired Urrit^ I ^e4r D A^oS*. t ^ at “ 7 ^ m * th * °” r, “ d * -up, tbe 
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be taken for granted that, in the event of hostilies, a strong naval force would be kept it 
or near the island. Nevertheless, it appears highly desirable that the place should be 
secured against any sudden attack, and l)e capable, as well of affording a safe haven for 
the shipping, as for co-operating with them in the defence of the Straits. In carrying 
out this view, I can suggest no better plan than that agreed on between Colonel Scott, 
our Chief Engineer, and myself, which contemplated a strong fort capable of affording a 
refuge for the entire garrison, with two detached batteries, one on the site at present 
occupied by the temporary lines, and the other on the Bluff, which overlooks the Eastern 
Strait. The former of these batteries (which should be armed with heavy ordnance) 
commands the entrance to the harbour and the several bights composing it; and the 
latter, if mounted with rifled cannon, would sweep the entire channel of the smaller 
Strait, which at one point does not exceed a mile and a half in width. Both batteries 
would be under the guns of the fort, which, placed as proposed, would also command every 
part of the island. 

27. With a combined fleet I deem the foregoing an adequate provision as well for 
the defence of the Straits as for the security of Perim and its garrison; but, should 
any additional works be required, they might readily be incorporated with the above 
without interfering in any way with the general scheme. Thus, for example, another 
battery might be placed on the point marked K on the plan, and the same, or a detached 
fort on the spit marked L, which would render the harbour impregnable. In fact, there 
are so many available points for defence, all within range of the central fort, that the 
main question is to select those which would be necessary for the security of the p sit ion 
in case of a sudden assault. I have endeavoured to indicate these as briefly as possible, 
and annex a plan of the island, distinguishing in different coloured ink what has already 
been proposed from the additional suggestions now offered. To the plan, I have attached 
two photographs. No. 1 taken from the site selected for the fort, and giving the bluff’on 
Perim with the smaller Strait and Bab el-Mandal peak beyond; and No. 2, from the same 
point, show ing how it commands the harbour and the battery specially designed to protect 
itH entrance. To the decision of Government I must leave the question of the urgency or 
otherwise of the foregoing propositions for the defence of Perim. 

28. While on this subject I avail myself of this occasion to say a few words respect¬ 
ing Aden, and to otter one or two suggestions with special reference to the design of 
tli is Report. 

21#. Provision for an adequate water supply has been made, and a copious fall of 
rain, unaccompanied by the damage occasioned by the last storm (against which contin¬ 
gency precautionary measures have been taken), would render it independent in that 
important particular. Moreover, when the condensers at the Isthmus and at Steamer 
Point are in active operation, the means will be always at hand to meet any unusual 
demand. 

30. Our barrack accommodation barely suffices for the present diminished garrison. 
The projected Artillery Lines in camp, and the buildings for a detachment at Steamer 
Point, have not yet been commenced. The proposed erection of barracks at the Isthmus 
to accommodate 1,000 men, i* a prudent provision against any sudden emergency, and l 
trust that it will be carried out as speedily as practicable. 

31. Wholly dependent as Aden is upon extraneous sources for all supplies of food, 

I venture to recommend the precaution of having a good stock of grain on hand, which 
might be stored in granaries such as exist at Malta. Those granaries, excavated in the 
rock, coated with a lining of cement, and hermetically sealed, will (as I have been given 
to understand), keep wheat for years in the most perfect state of preservation. After 
trial had, should the same result be realized here, the measure would deserve the best 
attention of the Government. A plentiful store of grain would be an invaluable resource 
in case of any interruption of the usual moans of supply; while, under ordinary circum¬ 
stances, and especially when from a dearth or otherwise, the value of grain rises beyond 
the means of the poorer classes of the inhabitants, such a reserve might be availed of to 
regulate the market prices. 

32. Another most important desideratum for Aden is that a large stock of coal 
should always be available on the spot for State purposes, as a provision against any 
sudden interruption of the regular supplies via the Cape. By an existing arrangement 
the Peninsular and Oriental Company is bound to have on hand 4,000 tons for the use 
of the Indian Government, and vessels of Her Majesty’s Royal Navy obtain their coal 
from the same depAt. Several months ago, the Company s stock at Aden was diminished 
to a few thousand tons, and any emergent requisition at the time could not have been 

3 lied w ithout further reducing it to a limit seriously endangering the efficiency of the 
et service. This subject deserves the best attention of the Home Government, 


and in any future public contract with the said Company, or with any other charged 
with the transmission of Her Majesty’s mails, some stipulation might be insisted on as a 
precaution against any political contingency demanding the presence of a Royal fleet in 
these seas. 

33. Another point of more immediate concernment is that two small steamers be 
permanently stationed at Aden, chiefly with a view of maintaining a regular communica¬ 
tion with the Red Sea and the neighbouring coasts. The Government is aware that this 
subject has already been submitted on former occasions, and the political movements 
now reported, with their prospective consequences, constrain me to press it upon their 
consideration. The u Auckland,” a vessel quite unfitted for the services specially required, 
has left for Bombay, and the only available steamer on the station is the “ Lady Canning.” 
It is most desirable that one steamer at least should be kept plying between Aden aud 
Massowah, touching at Perim. Mr. Barroni says this most strongly as respects the 
former place; and I trust that the Government will sanction the arrangement, and 
enable me to effect it. In that case, however, another steamer is indispensably necessary 
for the many requirements of this Residency in its relations with the Arabian aud 
Souuiali coasts. A screw despatch-boat, with good accommodation, with a very small 
armament, and of efficient steam-power, is the description of vessel best adapted for the 
purpose; and many inconveniences and drawbacks would be obviated if tnese vessels 
could be attached to the Residency, and placed ordinarily under its exclusive orders. 
I solicit the early attention of the Government to the subject of the foregoing paragraph. 

34. Though scarcely within my province, I take advantage of the occasion to call the 
attention ot Her Majesty’s Government to our Consular Establishment at Massowah. I am 
quite unaware how far Mr. Plowden, as Consul in Abyssinia, is charged with the protection 
of British interests at that port and in the adjoining Turkish territory; but his residence 
being confined almost exclusively to the distant interior, the immediate duties of the 
Consulate devolve on Mr. Barroni. That gentleman is still, I believe, officially unrecog¬ 
nized, although his services have been acknowledged by Her Majesty’s Government. I 
feel pleasure in adding my ready testimony to his intelligence and zeal, and his diligence 
in keeping this Residency informed of the movements now in progress in Abyssinia aud 
in the neighbourhood of Massowah, deserves my best acknowledgment. 

35. Lnreeognized, however, as Mr. Barroni is, his intervention in any case involving 
the rights of British subjects, or our relations with the resident authorities, is liable to be 
called in question, while his own private means, I presume, are inadequate to place him 
above the necessity of commercial speculation. The case of Mr. Kirwan Joyce is one 
which way be adduced in illustration of the foregoing remarks. The proceedings of 
that individual, both at Massowah and in Abyssinia, are most disgraceful to our national 
character: but unless armed with competent authority, Mr. Barroni cannot interfere to 
arrest his malpractices; and the local Turkish authorities, unsupported by Consular 
sanction, are backward to coerce a British subject. 

36. It appears to me, however, that the actual requirements of Massowah and the 
neighbouring 1 urkish territory call for the presence of an able English Consul duly 
accredited to the Sublime Porte. I venture respectfully to urge this subject upon the 
attention of Her Majesty’s Government; and. by way of rewarding Mr. Barroni, and of 
securing his large experience of the country, its languages, and people, I would suggest 
his recognition^ as V ice-Consul or Consular Agent, to he associated with the presiding 
Consul. The French Government, with local commercial interests much inferior to ours, 
maintain an efficient Consular Establishment at Massowah; and their present proceedings 
in the same quarter seem to demand the increased attention and vigilance of the British 
Government. 

37. The sketches attached to this paper (that of Perim excepted), have no preten¬ 
sion to scientific accuracy. For the photographs I am indebted to Assistant-Surgeon 
Welsh, who disclaims tor them any artistic excellence. I wish to recognize, however, 
the prompt courtesy and hearty co-operation which in this, and in every other respect, I 
received irom that officer during my late trip; and I avail of the same opportunity of 
stating that Dr. \V elsh’s merits, as charged for many years with the responsible duties 
of the European General Hospital at Aden, constitute a claim which I beg to submit to 
the favourable consideration of the Government. 

38. In concluding this despatch I must, endeavour, however inadequately, to express 
my sense of obligation to the Rev. Mr. Badger, who accompanied and assisted mein 
my late circuit. Mr. Badger’s merits and acquirements are so well known both to the 
Indian and to the Home Governments, that it is unnecessary for me to say more than 
that his rare qualifications were applied to the object which I held chiefly in view, with a 
kindly zeal demanding the grateful acknowledgment which I here desire to record 






39. Trusting that the importance of the subjects treated of will be deemed by the 
Right Honourable bis Lordship in Council an adequate apology for the length of this 
Report, I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. M. COGHLAN. 



No. 628. 

Lord J. Russell to Earl Cowley. 

(No. 298.) y 

My Lord, Foreign Office, March 24, 1860. 

I INCLOSE, for your Lordship’s information, a letter, in original, to be returned, 
from the India Office/ forwarding a report from Brigadier Cogblan on the subject of the 
proceedings of the French in the Red Sea. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) RUSSELL. 


No. 629. 

Earl Cowley to Lord J. RusselL—(Received March 27.) 

(No. 349.) 1 

M y Lord, Paris , March 26, 1860. 

I HAVE the honour to return herewith to your Lordship the original letter from the 
India Office, forwarding a report from Brigadier Coghlan on the subjeet of the proceed¬ 
ings of the French in the Red Sea, which was transmitted for my perusal in your Lord¬ 
ship’s despatch No. 298 of the 24th instant. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) COWLEY. 


No. 630. 

The Secretary to the Admiralty to Mr. Hammond.—(Received Apiil 9.) 

* Admiralty t April 7, I860. 

1 AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to send you here¬ 
with, for the information of Lord John Russell, an extract of a letter from Commodore 
Edgell, of Her Majesty’s ship “ Retribution,” dated the 13th ultimo, reporting the 
return to France of a French Commission lately employed iu the Red Sea, in connection 
with surveys of certain parts of the coast of Abyssinia. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) W. G. ROMAINE. 


Inclosure in No. 630. 

Commodore Edgell to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 

(Extract.) “ Retribution” Bombay , March 13, 1860. 

AT Aden 1 left the French frigate “ La Corde'lie.” It was the intention of the 
Commodore to proceed to Zanzibar with the new French Commodore, who was entrusted 
on the arrival of the Australian steamer, with the mails for the Mauritius. 

The French steamer “ Yemen,” trading in the Red Sea, arrived before I quitted the 
anchorage on the 29th of February. She had on board a French Commission, who had 
finished the service they have been employed on in the Red Sea, aud are about to return 
to France. 

The superior officer is a M. Roussel, a Lieutenant in the Imperial navy, and from 
report I believe the mission to have been connected with surveys of certain parts of the 
coasts of Abyssinia. 


• Inclosur* in No. 627. 



No. 631. 


Lord J. Russell to Earl Cowley. 

(No. 375.) 

My Lord, Foreign Office, April 10, 1860. 

I INCLOSE herewith for your Excellency’s information, an extract from a letter 
which bas been addressed to the Admiralty by Commodore Edgell, of Her Majesty's ship 
“ Retribution,”* reporting the return to France of the Commission which has been employed 
in the Red Sea, in connection with surveys of certain parts of the coasts of Abyssinia. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 


No. 632. 

Consul Plowden to Lord J. Russell.—(Received April 13, 1860.) 

My Lord, Debra Tabor , February 1, 1860. 

I HAVE the honour to state that I have been at my post in Abyssinia, and engaged 
in the execution of my duties, during the whole of the quarter ended on the 31st of 
December, 1859. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 633. 

Consul Plowden to Lord J. Russell.—(Received April 13, 1860.) 

(No. 1.) * ' fc* l. 

My Lord, Debra Tabor , February 1, 1860. 

I HAVE the honour to state that the number of my despatches during the past year 
was seventeen. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


No. 634. 


Consul Plowden to Lord J. Russell.—(Received April 13, 1860.) 

(No. 2.) 

My Lord, Debra Tabor, February 2, 1860. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 13 of the 20th September, 1859,f I have to 
state that in addition to the severe illness under which I laboured as mentioned in that 
despatch, and from which I still suffer, I had the misfortune in November to break my 
leg, and, without surgeons or advice, have since been entirely incapacitated from labour, 
mental or bodily. 

I am not yet able to walk, but take advantage of the earliest interval of convalescence 
to inform your Lordship, that on the 25th of October last, I addressed the King on the 
subject of the admission of the Roman Catholic Mission. 

I invite your Lordship’s attention to my despatch on this subject, No. 9 of the 
28th of May, 1859,| and now inclose a translation of ray letter to the King of the 25th of 
October. 

In the beginning of that month the King had suddenly fallen upon a rebel chief 
in the Kingdom of Shoa; had taken by assault the fort of Ankoburr, and having 
placed his own governors there, had just returned to Worrahaimano, where he received 
my note. 

He prepared a draft of a letter in answer, but before he had been six hours in his camp, 
received news that determined him to proceed at once to Tigre, and my letter thus 
remains officially unanswered. 

I can, however, state with certainty what would have been his reply, and what it will 
be in all human likelihood to the end of his reign, namely, that he will admit travellers, 
merchants, and Europeans of all nations into his dominions, but that he will never tolerate 
any sect or class of men who preach a doctrine contrary to that of his established church, 
and that he does not acknowledge the right of any other nation or ruler to interfere in his 
affairs, secular or spiritual. 


* Inclosure in No. 630. 


t No. 602. 
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f No. 613. 
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It is of less consequence that I did not officially receive his despatch, which was 
certainly in substance what I have stated, as I could not have sent it to Massowah, owing 
both to my illness and to the circumstance of the war being carried into Tigre. 

I just learn moreover that the French Emperor has sent an Embassy to Massowah; 
partly if possible to support the cause of the King’s adversary in Tigfd, and also to demand 
categorically of the King the admission of the Roman Catholics. 

The King’s answer will be just what I have stated, but I trust that whatever course 
the Great European Powers may decide on in such a case, I may be absolved at once from 
the imputation of urging on the King to intolerant views; as 1 am in fact simply unable 
to change his ideas on this subject, and have no orders from my Government to make this 
point a sine aud non of residence or intercourse. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


Inclosure in No. 634. 

Consul Plowden to King Theodore. 

(Translation.) Begemder , October 25, 1859. 

TO Theodorus, King of Ethiopia, this letter is transmitted by me according to my 
orders, and is a transcript of letters from my Government. 

Walter Plowden. 

Wc present you our good wishes, and may God enlarge your kingdom. 

The advice of a friend, even if bitter, is useful, and we trust that you will not despise 

our present advice. . . * v «*. j u 

The Emperor of the French has sent to us, representing that the King I heodorus has 
persecuted his subjects, imprisoning them, banishing them, flogging and slaying them on 
religious pretences, and setting forth lhat not only in a Christian country, but in Pagan 
and Mahomedan territories, such things do not occur; and requesting that we shall use 
the influence gained by our friendship to offer you our advice on these subjects. 

Now, our advice, if you will hear it, is as followsNot only those who believe in the 
name of Christ, but Jews, Mussulmen, and all sects reside under the protection of one 
Sovereign. Copts, as you are aware, reside under Mohammedan jurisdiction, and 
Abyssinian priests are at liberty in modern times to reside, and even to preach, in what 
country seems best to them. In times, then, when full liberty of religious creeds is 

C ted even by Mohammedans, how should Christians object to receive Christians? 
•, wc would advise you earnestly to be like ourselves, that all people shall have 

religious liberty in your country. . 

No one desires to destroy your hierarchy, or to trespass on your episcopal chair; all 
simply demand freedom of residence and worship. Do not consider this advice to be 
inappropriate; its doctrines are those of all Christian countries. 

We are your earnest friends and well-wishers. We desire that your reign should be 
prosperous, and that your reputation should be honoured amongst all nations. 

In other matters you have acted wisely; may you do so also in this. We take the 
liberty of a friend to counsel you to your own good. 

Reflect and give us your answer. 


No. 635. 

Consul Plowden to Lord J. Russell.—(Received April 13, 1860.) 

My^Lord, Debra Tabor , February 3, 1860. 

y 1 HAVE the honour to inform you that the King, having marched in six weeks 
upwurds of 600 miles over a country without roads, and presenting great natural difficul¬ 
ties, has entered Tigrt? with 60,000 men, leaving about 15,000 on the Galla frontier, to 

make head till his return. , „ 

His adversary Dejaj Negoosie, after representing himself through the Roman 
Catholic Mission as King of Abyssinia, and after reciprocating embassies with France, 
has retreated without firing a shot, and the King has been received with songs of triumph 
by the whole population of Tigr£. 


/ 
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The denouement remains to be seen. I hope soon to be strong enough to join the 
King in Tigre, and to report further to your Lordship. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 



No. 636. 


Consul Plowden to Lord J. Russell.—(Received April 13, 1860.) 

(No. 4.) 

My Lord, Debra Tabor , February 5, 1860. 

IN your Lordship’s despatch No. 3 of the 25th June, 1858,* was inclosed the copy 
of a letter from his Excellency Count Walewski, to the French Ambassador in London, 
respecting the affairs of Abyssinia. 

In this letter his Excellency after stating that the power in Abyssinia was disputed by 
two rivals, one the King Theodorus in Amhara, and the other Dejaj Negoosie in Tigrd, 
says, for the information of the British Government, that he is quite indifferent to these 
quarrels, and only deplores them in the interests of humanity. 

1 must also refer your Lordship to my despatch No. 11 of the 18th June, 1859,4* 
representing the inconvenience thut might result, should the Emperor of the French send 
an accredited Embassy to the pseudo King ii^Tigre; to my representations I have not only 
received no assurance of support from my Government, but even up to the present time, 
no answer. 

The Emperor of France has not been so dilatory in support of his views, and on the 
12th December, 1859, as I learn, an Embassy from France landed in Mussowah, with 
presents and letters acknowledging Dejaj Negoosie as King of Tigrd. 

Furthermore the Ambassador is, I understand, instructed to make the following 
demands to the King Theodorus : 

1st. That he shall acknowledge Dejaj Negoosie, his own revolted and pardoned subject, 
as King of Tigre aud other provinces. 

2ndiy. That he shall restore to the Catholics their houses in Gondar, with indemnity 
and acknowledge freedom of religious worship and propagandisin throughout his own 
territories thus curtailed. 

The alternative of his refusal is understood to be war with France. 

For the second proposition I shall only say that although the desire for religious 
freedom may exist in the minds of all reasonable men, it is not so reasonable to enforce it 
by fire and sword in the territories of an independent Sovereign, bead of a Christian state, 
that has been divorced from the Roman Catholic siege for fifteen centuries, and it appears 
to me as simply a pretext for the renewal of that persecution that has been invariably the 
characteristic of the Roman Church, whenever she has obtained sufficient physical force 
to carry it into execution. How far the French Emperor is to he permitted to enforce the 
doctrine of armed intervention in behalf of religious missions is a question of grave 
consequence, and that I can only recommend to the serious consideration of Her Majesty’s 
Government 

The first article whereby the Emperor considers himself entitled to arbitrate, and to 
divide Abyssinia into kingdoms according to his Imperial will; I shall not stop to consider 
with reference to its justice, but shall simply say that as his advisers well know that the 
King will, and with reason, indignantly reject such unwarrantable interference in his 
private affairs; it is my opinion that it is only a pretext for fastening a quarrel on a Prince 
who will not submit his Church to the Roman Pontiff, the strong upon the weak. 

However, this attempt to conciliate the Pope, without disturbing the complicated 
interests of European politics, is but a secondary consideration. 

There can be no doubt that the occupation of Abyssinia by a civilised nation like the 
French would be the speediest and the most effectual means for uniting this fine country 
with Europe, though it could be wished that the pretexts for invasion were less mediajval, 
but it is my duty to point out to Her Majesty’s Government, that, quite independently of 
our friendly intercourse with the King, aud even apart from all considerations of justice, 
this will be but the first step to the establishment of a French kingdom on this coast of 
Africa, which, extending from the 15th degree of north to the 10th degree of south 
latitude, over countries unequalled for fertility and resources ; which resources developed 
by European skill, organized by French military genius, and supported towards the south¬ 
west by unlimited rich and healthy regions, doubtless connected also with a projected 

• No. 553. f No. 607. 
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conquest of Madagascar, may hereafter prove a rival of inconvenient magnitude and 
strength to our Eastern possessions. 

I may be mistaken, but it would be as well, if my impressions should not be altogether 
disregards!. 

If it be necessary, which I do not think, that Abyssinia should be conquered in order 
to its civilisation, and the development of its resources, let that conquest be effected by 
ourselves and by no other nation. 

1 know not how far the French Government has communicated its intentions to 
England, but my position has certainly been rendered most equivocal and difficult here. 

On the one side, the English Government putting me forth as the bearer of amicable 
propositions, solely in favour of religious liberty (see my despatch No. 2 of this year) ;• and 
on the other, without warning to myself, war or dishonour is propounded by France. 

1 shall say no more now, trusting to receive soon some intimation or instructions 
from rny Government, and shall advert on this subject again after my arrival in Tigr<$. 

The King is now there os I have informed your Lordship, and his adversary has fled, 
how far I know not yet, this may perhaps modify French ambition, and dispose Her 
Majesty’s Government to support me more cordially. 

I trust at least that, as what 1 have said is sincerely what I consider for the interest 
of my country, I shall meet with no rebuke for my frankness, submitting that 1 am ready 
to act in whatever way shall appear to Her Majesty’s Government as most likely to 
conduce to that end, after examining such data as I can furnish it with to aid its councils. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WALTER PLOWDEN. 


Minutes. 

Lord Cowley to ask M. Thouvenel what has been done. 

Approve Mr. Plowdcn. Say we cannot oppose toleration of Christianity.f 

R. 

If the French were to make good their possession of Abyssinia, they would, 
without difficulty and whenever it might suit them, drop down upon Egypt, and thus get 
possession of the whole southern shore of the Mediterranean. 

April 22, 1800. p. 


No. 637. 

Mr. Colquhoun to Lord J. Russell.—(Received April 13.} 

(No. 38.} F J 

My Lord, _ Cairo, March 31, 1860. 

I HAVE received from Her Majesty’s Consul in Abyssinia the accompanying packet, 
containing three despatches for your Lordship,} sent to me under flying seal. 

Her Majesty’s Government is, doubtless, aware from other sources of the movements 
of the French in those quarters. Our information here is very meagre ; but it would 
appear certain that a M. Gilbert has been accredited as Consul to Tigr£, thus recog¬ 
nizing the rebel chief, to whose subjects the Consul proffers protection. In return for 
this the city of Adoolis is to be ceded, though probably a station in Annesley Bay is meant 
(as Adoolis is a long way inland). Here they talk of establishing a naval station, which 
must give them much influence at Massowah, where it is proposed to erect a Roman 
Catholic Church. 

Later news, however, bear that the Island of Dissee or Valentia is the point to which 
their attention is directed. I shall not fail to keep your Lordship informed of any reliable 
intelligence which may reach me. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ROBERT G. COLQUHOUN. 


• No. 634. f See No. 669. } No*. 634. 635, tad 636. 
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No. 638. 

Lord J. Russell to Lord Cowley. 

(No. 394.) 

My Lord, Foreign Office , April 14, 1860. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 170 of the 23rd of July last,* I inclose for 
your information a copy of a despatch from Her Majesty’s Consul at Massowah,f reporting 
the arrival in Abyssinia of a French special Embassy, and its subsequent proceedings; and 
I have to instruct you to make inquiries of M. Thouvenel as to the object and nature of 
the proceedings of this Embassy. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) RUSSELL. 


No. 639. 

Earl Cowley to Lord J. Russell.—(Received April 20.) 

(No. 486.) 

My Lord, Paris , Aprtl 19, 1860. 

I HAVE made inquiries of M. Thouvenel, as directed by your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 394 of the 14th instant, respecting the object and nature of the proceedings of the 
French special Embassy to Abyssinia, to which Mr. Consul Plowden alludes in his despatch 
No. 4 of the 5th of February. 

M. Thouvenel replied that the establishment of a packet and mercantile service 
between Suez and China had been for some time under the consideration of the French 
Government, and that this special Embassy had been sent with a view of gaining 
information on the subject, and of endeavouring to procure some place on the coast 
of Abyssinia as a coaling station for the steam-ships to be employed on that service, the 
British line of packets having the advantage of coaling stations at Perim and Aden. An 
eligible spot near Massowah had been found in the dominions of the Sovereign of Tigr£, 
who is willing to cede it for the purpose; but no decision on the subject had as yet been 
taken by the French Government. M. Thouvenel assured me that the Embassy had had 
no other purpose in view. 

I remarked that, according to the accounts which had reached Her Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment, the Sovereign whom the French Government acknowledged in Tigrd was an usurper 
and that he had now fled before his lawful Sovereign. 

M. Thouvenel replied that the whole question of the sovereignty of Tigrd was very 
complicated; that Her Majesty's Consul was of one opinion, while the French Consul was 
of another. So again with regard to the religious question involved in this matter. 
Mr. Plowdcn accused the French Government of undue interference in favour of the 
Missionaries of the Roman Church, while Mr. Gilbert asserted that this interference had 
become necessary in consequence of the opposition shown to those Missionaries by 
Mr. Plowden. How was the real truth to be elicited? 

I do not know whether your Lordship may think it advisable to do anything in this 
matter, but it might perhaps be possible to obtain the consent of the Imperial Government 
to the nomination of a joint Commission to proceed to the spot and make enquiries with 
a view to putting an end to the discordant sentiments which animate the two Consuls, and 
prevent the periodical agitation of this question between the two Governments. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) COWLEY. 


No 640. 


Mr. Hammond to Mr. Merivale. 

Sir, Foreign Office , April 28, 1860. 

I AM directed by Lord John Russell to transmit to you, for the information of Her 
Majesty’s Secretary of State for India in Council, copies of the correspondence, os marked 
in the margin,}; upon the subject of French proceedings in Abyssinia. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


604. 


t Not. 635, 636, 638, tod 639. 
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No. 641. 

Mr. Colquhoun to Lord J. RustelL—(Received May 11.) 

(No. 49.1 

My Lord. Alexandria, May 2, 1860. 

YOUR Lordship will peruse with regret the annexed letter, and its inclosure, which 
1 last night received from Mr. Barroni, the Consular Agent at Massowah, informing me of 
the assassination of Mr. Plowden, Her Majesty's Consul in Abyssinia, when about to return 
to Gondar. 

The letter from Mr. Bell, alluded to in Mr. Barroni’s despatch, has not come forward 
from Jeddah. I shall instruct Mr. Barroni to request the Abyssinian authorities to place 
seals on all Mr. Plow den’s effects, and shall suggest to him the propriety of his going 
himself up to Gondar to see to the preservation of the late Consul’s correspondence and 
archives, and bring them down to Massowah to await the arrival of the person named by 
Her Majesty’s Government to succeed him. 

X have Sec 

(Signed) ROBERT G. COLQUHOUN. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 641. 
Mr. Barroni to Mr. Colquhoun. 


Sir, Massowah , March 30, 1860. 

1 HAVE the painful tusk of reporting a melancholy event. Mr. Plowden, the Repre¬ 
sentative of England in Abyssinia, has been assassinated. On arriving close to the town 
of Gondar, and while crossing the River Kaha, he was suddenly attacked by 400 men, 
headed by Garrcd (a Chief under the orders of the rebel I)ejuj Negoosie), and in the 
skirmish he received a mortal w^und in his breast. Some particulars of this sad event are 
detailed in a copv of a letter herein inclosed, which was received on the 26th instant from 
Mr. Bell. 

Please to inform Her Majesty’s Government of this lamentable occurrence, and be 
kind enough to give me such instructions as you may think necessary for my guidance in 
the present emergency, 

I have, Sec. 

(Signed) R. BARRONI. 


Inclosurc 2 in No. 641. 

Copy of a Letter from M. Maderakal , Merc ha, and Pas hi a Mohammed to Mr. Barroni , dated 
Gondar , February 18, and received March 26, 1860. 

My dear Mr. Barroni, 

WE send you melancholy news The Almighty always does according to His own 
will, and not ours. Your dear friend Mr. Plowden, your father and our father, was 
pierced with a lance by a brigand named Garred, near to Gondar, at the River Kaha, and 
after nine days he is dead. The brigand took 1,000 dollars to deliver him up, which was 
advanced by the towu of Gondar. Without this money he was determined to take him 
with him into the mountains, where he was going. We have lent that sum, thinking he 
could live and enter his country. We buried him in the King’s Church at Gondar. It 
was a great burial, after the Abyssinian manner. Thirty of the clergy w r cre present, besides 
all the population of Gondar. Pashia Mohammed, Mercba, and 1, Maderakal, were with 
him when he was assassinated by Garred, who robbed us of our mules, money, and every¬ 
thing we had with us; and, moreover, we were severely bound together. 

Dear Sir,—Now we have no time, but afterwards we will write you everything. 

Your most humble, 

(Signed) MERCHA. 

MADERAKAL. 

PASHIA MOHAMMED. 


/ 
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No. 642. 

Earl Cowley to Lord J . Russell.—{Received May 26.) 


(No. 626. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Paris , May 25, 1860. 

THE following occurrence, which has been reported to me confidentially as having 
taken place a short time ago in 'he Council of Ministers, and which refers to a matter of 
some interest to Her Majesty’s Government, will give your Lordship an idea of the way 
in which the business is carried on in this country. 

M. Thouvcnel, having seen in 4 the public papers that Captain Roussel had taken 
possession of the Island of Disstfe in the Red Sea, took occasion, while the Ministers w ere 
assembled in Council in the Emperor’s presence, to ask the Minister of Marine what 
foundation there was for the report. Admiral Hamelin admitted its accuracy. M. Thou- 
venel then, appealing to the Emperor, said that it was very extraordinary that a transac¬ 
tion of this nature and importance, and which related to foreign matters, should have 
been accomplished without any previous communication with the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, who might be called upon at any moment for explanations on the subject. 

M. Thouvcnel went on to say that, on seeing the report in the papers, he had made 
inquiries in his Department, but "had not been able to find a trace of any correspondence 
relating to it between his predecessor and the Minister of Marine, and that most assuredly 
had any question been put to him by the British Ambassador regarding the truth of the 
statement, he should at once have denied it. He argued that the taking possession of 
this island was a most impolitic act; that, if it was intended as a demonstration against 
England, it would fail of effect, and might possibly induce the British Government to 
endeavour to obtain possession of other ports on the Red Sea; and that, moreover, the 
Porte had a certain prescriptive right of sovereignty in those waters, and that the 
Commercial Treaties between France and Turkey were applicable to them. 

I am informed that the Emperor observed that he did not consider the matter to be 
of much importance, aud that the conversation dropped. 

Being curious to see what answer M. Thouvcnel would make to me, I mentioned to 
him a few days ago that l had seen in the newspapers a report of Captain Roussel having 
taken possession of Diss£e, and I asked him what truth there was in it. His Excellency 
replied that all he could say was that he knew nothing of the matter, and he repealed the 
statement that there was a question of forming a coaling station in the Red 8ea, in 
much the same terms as I had the honour to report to your Lordship in my despatch 
No. 480 of the 19th ultimo. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) COWLEY. 


No. 643. 

Mr. Colquhoun to Lord J. Russell.—(Received May 28.) 

(No. 60.) 

My Lord, Alexandria , May 17, 1860. 

LE COMTE DE RUSSEL, Capitaine de Frigate of the French Navy, passed through 
here a few days ago on his return from Abyssinia. He was charged by the French Govern¬ 
ment to respond to the mission sent by the rebel chief Dejaj Negoosie to the French 
Emperor at the instigation of the Roman Catholic Bishop. 

Ow iug to the distracted state of the country, and the recent state of hostilities sub¬ 
sisting between King Theodore and Negoosie, M. de Russel did not see the rebel chief. 

On conversing on the subject of M. de Russel’s mission with the Viceroy, he told 
me that that gentleman did not .agree with Mr. Parkes on the sites selected lor the light¬ 
houses. KuowingthatM.de Russel’s knowledge of the Red Sea was very superficial, 
and that, with the natural vacillating disposition of the Vicerov, he was anxious to pause 
before proceeding with such works as depended on his Board of Public Works, 1 requested 
to see M. de Russel, who called on me. On questioning him, I found he had l»een 
entirely misled. I therefore candidly read to him Air. Parkes’ report, and pointed out to 
him the reasons for the selection of the stations. M. de Russel agreed that, as a com¬ 
mencement of series of lights for the Red Sea, the Zafarana Point, Ushrufft'eaud Djedalus 
shoals were the only proper ones; but he suggested that the attention of the Turkish 
Government should be called to the necessity of carefully laying down buoys in the 
approach to Jeddah, which is of so much importance to Turkey from the vast influx of 
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pilgrims, and which at present is highly dangerous, and can only be approached in 
broad daylight. I shall call the attention of Her Majesty's Ambassador to this, in the 
hope that the Porte may be induced to buoy this channel, and establish a small light on 
the shore, which will render the entry facile by night as by day. 

I have, Ac. 

(8igned) ROBERT G. COLQUHOUN. 


No. 644. 

Lord J. Russell to Earl Cowley. 

(No. 532.) 

My Lord, Foreign Office, May 29, 1860. 

I INCLOSE, for your Excellency's information, copy of a despatch from Her 
Majesty’s Consul-General at Alexandria,* respecting the Comte de Russel’s Mission to 
Abyssinia, and his opinion on the sites for the proposed lighthouses in the Red Sea. 

I am, Ae. 

(Signed) RUSSELL. 


No. 645. 





Earl Cowley to Lord J. Russell.—(Received May 30.) 

(No. 645.) 

My Lord, Paris , May 29, 1860. 

WHILE I was with M. Thouvenel yesterday, the conversation turned on the death 
of Mr. Consul Plowden, concerning which M. Thouvenel had received details which may 
not be known to your Lordship. 1 requested his Excellency therefore to furnish me with 
a copy of the report which he had received, and he has most obligingly done so. I have 
the honour to inclose a copy herewith for your Lordship’s inlormation. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) COWLEY. 


Inclosurc in No. 645. 

M. Rousseau to M. Thouvenel. 

M. le Ministrc, Djeddah, le 7Avril, 1860. 

JE crois devoir porter & la connaissnnce de votre Excellence la nouvelle suivante, 
qui m’est parvenue d’Abyssinie par le navire le“Yeman,” et qui m’a 6l6 confirm^ par 
M. le Comte de Russel, qui l’a apprise h Massowah au moment de son depart. 

Mr. Plowden, Consul d’Angieterrc h Massowah, mais qui residait depuis plusieurs 
unnles dans l’intdricur de l’Abyssinie aupr&s du Hoi Theodoras, dont il £tait I’ami et le 
conseiller intime, cst tnort & la suite d’une blessure qu’il a re$ue en combattant dans les 
oirconstanoes suivantes. Mr. Plowden sc rendant de Gondar au camp du Roi Theodorus, 
etnbli dans le Volknite, vers la fin de Fdvrier ou dans les premiers jours de Mars dernier, 
uurait dt^ arr£tc en route a line ou deux heures de distance seulement de Gondar par un 
Chef nomme Garddc, neveu de Theodorus, pass6 au service de Negoussie. Une ancienne 
qucrellc dont Gar&de et Mr. Plowden avaient conserve le souvenir haineur et vindicatif, 
aurait etd, dit-on, la cause principale de ce malheureux dv^nement. Mis en presence de 
Mr. Plowden par une circonstance fortuite, Gar&de lui rdclama imp^rieusement un tribut 
pour son passage sur ce qu’il pr&endait 6tre ses terres. Mr. Plowden s’y serait refuse; 
uue rixe s’en serait immediatement suivie entre ses gens et les agresseurs—rixe dans 
laquelle Mr. Plowden, apr£s avoir tir^ un coup de pistolet sur son adversaire sans 
I’atteindre, aurait re$u de lui un coup de lance qui le frappa au-dessus du sein gauche. 
Blesse grifcvement, Mr. Plowden fut saisi et conduit aussitot a Gondar, ou une ran 9 on 
de 1000 thalaris fut pav^e k Gar£de par les membres de la |>etite colonie Europdenne. 
Gondar dtant une ville cntidreinent soumise au Roi Thdodorus, il y a lieu d’etre surpris 
que les autorites qui y cominandaient pour Ini ne soient point iutervenues aussitot pour 
s’opposer au paiement de cette ran^on, et au besoin pour faire arrdter Gardde, qui y avait 
accompagnd son prisonnier. 

Toujours C9t-il que celui-ci ayant re$u les 1000 thalaris ptit quitter la ville sans dtre 
inquietd, et se retirer sur son territoire. 

* • No. 643. 
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Quelques joips aprds cet dvdnement, Mr. Plowden succombait h Gondar aux suites 
de sa blessure, qui, dit-on, n’aura it point €16 mortelle si elle avait dte soignde aussitbt avec 
intelligence. 

Veuillez, Ac. 

(Signd) ROUSSEAU. 


No. 646. 

Mr. Colquhoun to Lord J . Russell.—(Received June 6) 

(No. 63.) 

My Lord, Alexandria , May 29, I860. 

A LETTER I have just received from Aden, confirms the intelligence of Mr. Plowden’s 
murder. Captain Playfair details the sad affair much as I had received it—he adds that 
Mr. Plowden’s remains were interred with every honour in the Royal Church at Gondar; 
and the King is reported to have announced his intention to take signal vengeance for the 
loss of his friend. Mr. Barroni writes to Aden in great tribulation, that his very means of 
subsistence are cut off by Mr. Plowdcn’s death; and as it w r ould be a source of great 
embarrassment to be without an Agent at Massowah, at present, Captain Playfair has 
authorized Mr. Barroni to draw on him for 100 rupees a month : he has also sent a vessel 
of war to secure the late Consul’s effects and papers if any such are forthcoming, and to 
obtain any further information that may have reached the coast. 

I would venture respectfully to suggest that no time should be lost in replacing 
Mr. Plowden, and that we should also have an efficient Agent, whether Consul or Vice 
Consul, at Massowah :—under such, Mr. Barroni would do well as a subordinate. I hear 
a very good character of him. 

I have heard it very currently reported that the French have taken possession of the 
Island of Dalak, opposite the opening of Annesley Bay to the eastward of Massowah; 
it seems now to be regretted that the Red Sea Telegraph Company did not make this 
Island their station, instead of Souakim. Dalak is healthy, Souakim quite the reverse. 
Dalak has a long reach of fine sand well adapted for landing and starting the cable—the 
approaches to Souakim are very bad from the coral reefs. From the repeated accidents 
to this cable it may be worthy of consideration whether it is too late to establish a 
station on Dalak. 

I hear a further interruption has occurred beyond Kurrachee to the eastward. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) ROBERT G. COLQUHOUN. 


No. 647. 

Mr. Joyce to Lord J. Russell.—(Received June 8.) 

My Lord, j une 8, 1860. 

I BEG of you as a favour to hand over to the bearer of this, the various papers con¬ 
cerning the affairs of Massowah, together with my own testimonials which I sent for your 
Lordship’s perusal.* My Lord, on the 9th of March last, when 1 arrived in the port of 
Massowah, I was prevented from landing on the island, owing to a protest made by the 
French Consul. The author of all this, my Lord, is Barroni, the spy in the service of the 
priests, and in charge of the English Consulate on the Island of Massowah. The Captain 
De Berthault, my Lord, mentioned in Barroni’s note is a French army merchant, but of 
late in the service of Negoosie. Berthault, my Lord, was sent to Abyssinia by the Jesuitical 
Mission of Palestine, but having had a row with the priests, and he being living with me, 
in one of his happy moments he related to me the views of the priests and his Government 
towards the lowlands of Abyssinia. 

I beg, Ac. 

(Signed) M. KIBWAN JOYCE. 


4 Z 


* See Minute on No. 628. 
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No. 648. 

Mr. Baring to Mr . Hammond.—(Received June 8.) 

gir, India Office , June 8, 1860. 

IN forwarding the inclosed copy of a letter from Captain Playfeir, Assistant Political 
Resident at Aden, I am directed by Sir Charles Wood to observe that he thinks it probable 
that Lord John Russell is already in possession of the information which it contains. As, 
however, the arrangements to be effected in consequence of the death of Mr. Plowden 
must be determined by the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, Sir Charles Wood, desires, 
before he replies to Captain Playfair’s letter, to know whether the proceedings of that 
officer are approved by Lord John Russell. 

T am, &c. 

(Signed) T. F. BARING. 


Minute. < 

Annrove. The permanent arrangements will be communicated as soon as settled. 

‘ E. HAMMOND. 


Inclosure in No. 648. 

Captain Playfair to Sir C. Wood. 

Sir> Aden, May 12, 1860. 

I HAVE this moment received despatches from Massowah, containing the melancholy 
intelligence of the murder of Mr. Walter Plowden, Her Majesty’s Consul in Abyssinia. 

2. From a letter addressed by Mr. Bell to Mr. Barroni in Massowah, dated 12th 
March last, and from other letters to the same gentleman, the following appear to be the 
particulars of this calamitous event. 

3. Mr. Plowden was about to enter the town of Gondar, en route to Massowah, 
when, on crossing the River Kaka, he was suddenly set upon by 400 rebels, under the 
command of Dejaj Garrad, (a chief attached to a party of Dejaj Negoosie), and received a 
mortal wound, from a spear, in his chest. In this condition he was taken prisoner, and, 
on the rebel chief intimating his intention to carry him off to the mountains, Mr. Plowden 
was compelled to pay a ransom of 1000 dollars, besides his arms and effects. 

4. He appears to have been taken by his friends to Gondar, which journey occupied 
six days, and in three days after his arrival there he died. He was buried according to the 
rites of the Abyssinian creed, in the Church of Gemja Beyt, with all the honours with 
which the Abyssinian Ecclesiastics could invest his funeral. 

5. There appears reason to suppose that the assassination of Mr. Plowden was insti¬ 
gated by the rebel Dejaj Negoosie. The Emperor Theodore is much affected, and has 
announced his determination to exact signal vengence for his friend’s death. ^ 

6. I shall take steps to secure as much as possible of Mr. Plowden s effects and 

papers. ^ take ^ op p 0r tunity to solicit the earnest attentions of Her Majesty’s 

Government to the state of our relations with Abyssinia. At Massowah, Mr. Barroni has 
for manv vears acted as Agent for Mr. Plowden, by whom he was paid, and he has been 
of great service in keeping this Presidency well informed of all that transpires regarding 
the proceedings of the French there, but now, he has neither official position nor means of 
subsistence, and I would strongly advise that he be immediately appointed Consular Agent 
at Massowah, with a small salary, pending any permanent arrangement which Her 
Majesty’s Government may be pleased to make. In order to secure his services for the 
present, 1 will accept the responsibility of informing him that I have made this recommen¬ 
dation and I will authorize him to draw upon me for the sum of 100 rupees per 
mensem, on the understanding that it is to be considered rather in the light of a gratuity 
than of a regular salary, and subject to immediate discontinuance, in the event of my 
proceedings not being approved. ^ 

(Signed) R. L. PLAYFAIR. 
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No. 649. 

Mr. Murray to Mr. Baring. 

¥T .. rr< Foreign Office , June 15, 1860. 

I HAVE laid before Lord John Russell your letter to Mr. Hammond of the 8th 
instant, inclosing a copy of a despatch from Captain Playfair, Assistant Political Resident 
at Aden, reporting the death of Mr. Plowden, Her Majesty’s Consul in Abyssinia, and 
stating that he had authorized Mr. Barroni to take charge (ad interim) of the business of 
the Consulship, and had assigned to him as Acting Consul an allowance of 100 rupees a 
month; and I am directed by his Lordship to request that you will inform Secretary Sir 
Charles Wood, that Lord John Russell approves the arrangement thus made bv Captain 
Playfair for the temporary care of the British Consulate until the permanent arrangement 
consequent on Mr. Plowden’s death shall have been settled. Of this, Sir Charles Wood 
shall be informed as soon as possible. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 650. 

„ Mr - Colquhoun to Lord J . Russell—(Received June 20.) 

(No. 69.) v ’ 

^ I i Alexandria, June 11, 1860. 

1 HAVE the honour to inclose an abstract of a despatch just received from 
Mr. Barroni, the Consular Agent at Massowah. I have little to add to this, further than 
to impress on Her Majesty’s Government the urgent necessity there is for the presence 
in those countries of an accredited Agent of Great Britain. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ROBERT G. COLQUHOUN. 


Inclosure in No. 650. 

Abstract of a Despatch from Mr. Barroni to Mr. Colquhoun , dated Massowah , May 21 

1860. 

(Confidential.) 

I CONFIRM the contents of my letters addressed to you the 12th and 27th March, 
and by the present I have to inform you that on the 27th March arrived from Aden, 
on board the French steamer « Yemen,” Count Roussel and suite. Ho received from the 
rrench Consul here (M. Gilbert) information of the most exact nature respecting the late 
events in Abyssinia, and on the 1st April departed for Jeddah, on board the ° Yemen.” 

I he loss ot our Mr. Plowden is due to Dejai Negoosie, who, not having been captured 
on his arrival m the province of Wogara, took refuge in the mountain stronghold of Senain; 
here, having received information of the intended departure of Mr. Plowden for Adowah, 
he sent Dejaj Garret, a chief under his command, to assassinate Mr. Plowden. On the 
, 1 March, the Bishop de Jacobis (Roman Catholic) received from Dejaj Negoosie two 

letters—one tor himself, the other for Count Roussel, to whom it was delivered on his 
arrival here. 1 he flight of Dejaj Negoosie to the Semain, and the death of Mr. Plowden, 

have revived the hopes of our enemies, who hope that their political and religious cause is 
not yet lost. / ® 

On the 1st May the Ernperor Theodore, being obliged to go as far as Gondar and 
Godjam, Dejaj Negoosie took that opportunity to go again to Adowah, where he arrived 
the 4th mstant with tb remains of his disbanded army; he thence sent messengers to 
the Bishop de Jacobis, and to the French Consul, who determined to pav a visit to their 
protected and protector, when, hearing intelligence of the arrival of KingTheodore in the 
province of Wogara, five days distant from Adowah, they resolved to defer their journev 
until they could receive further and more detailed information as to the position and 
strength ot their beloved friend. 1 

Mr Bell wrote me, on hig departure with the Emperor for Gondar, that if Dejai 
,egooisie should attempt to cross into Tigr£, the Emperor would follow him immediately. 
In a few days I expect messengers from Mr. Bell and from the Emperor, and I think I shall 
then be able to give you iurther information about Abyssinia, and the steps taken by the 
partisans of Dejaj Negoosie. J 







\ 


864 

# 

A few days ago the French Consol, M. Gilbert, received from the Pope the decoration 
of St. Gregorius Magnus, in recognition of the services he has rendered to the French 
Mission during its stay in this quarter. 

New and decisive orders to build a Roman Catholic church in Massowah have been 
received, and promises from the Government of France to support Dejaj Negoosie, if he 
can hold his strong position for two or three months. 


No. 651. 

Lord X It us fell to Earl Cowley. 

(No. 689.) 

My Lord, Foreign Office, June 26, 1860. 

I INCLOSE, for your Excellency’s information, copy of a despatch from Her 
Majesty’s Consul-General and Chaigl d’Affaires at Alexandria,* respecting the state of 
affairs in Abyssinia. 

I am, itc. 

(Signed) RUSSELL. 


No. 652. 

Extract from the London Gazette ” of June 30, 1860. 

Foreian Office , June 30, 1860. 

THE Queen has been graciously pleased to appoint Charles Duncan Cameron, Esq., 
now British Vice-Consul at Poti, to be Her Majesty’s Consul in Abyssinia. 


• No. €50. 


e 
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Queries as regards the New Consul in Abyssinia. 

IS he to be Class I, as suggested by the Committee ? 

The late Consul had—salary, 5001.; house-rent, 2001.; office expenses, 200/.; and 
was allowed to trade. He also got an outfit of 170/., and was allowed to charge his 
travelling expenses from England. 

Perhaps, as we now lump office expenses, and pay them with the salaries, we might 
make the salary 600/., and give for rent and expenses 300/.; the total would thus be the 
same. 

Are any special instructions to he given with reference to the late Consul's death ? 

And with reference to our policy in Abyssinia ? 

And to French proceedings ? 

Should not the India Office be consulted ? 

J. MURRAY. 


I think there cannot be a doubt that the Consul in Abyssinia should not be allowed 
to trade. His salary, as Mr. Murray proposes, might be 600/.; his office expenses and 
rent 300/. The superannuation will then be calculated on 600/., which will be a slight 
advantage to the Consul. The total expenses of the Consulate will remain as before. 

I do not think there is any reason for consulting the India Office os to the Consul’s 
instructions. We have hitherto supported the “ Emperor ” of Ethiopia as, I believe, he 
calls himself. The French show a disposition to support his rival the Chief of Tigrd. I 
hardly know what instructions we ought to give Mr. Cameron. He would certainly 
watch the proceedings of the French, and report fully to us; but until we get more 
precise information than we now possess as to the actual state of affairs, it is difficult to 
say what line the Consul ought to take. 

July 10, 1860. WODEHOUSE. 


Mr. Cameron should come here before proceeding to Abyssinia.* The salary and 
office expenses as proposed. It would be desirable, before the new Consul goes out, that 
we should ascertain precisely what the French policy is. Ask Lord Cowley to ascertain. 
Let him come over. 

July 12. J. RUSSELL. 


No. 654. 

Mr. Baring to Mr. Hammond.—(Received August 1.) 

India Office , July 31, 1860. 

MR. BARING presents his compliments to Mr. Hammond, and with reference to his 
letter, dated June the 8th, on the subject of allowances to Mr. Barroni whilst in charge 
of the Massowah Consulate, forwards, for the information of Lord John Russell, the 
accompanying extract from Captain Playfair’s letter to Sir Charles Wood, dated June 27 
1860. 


Minutes. 

What provision is made for paying Mr. Barroni ? Are we to repay India Office J 

E. HAMMOND. 


5 A 


• Telegram to Sir H. Bulwer, July 13, I860. 
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Captain Playfair, the Political Agent at Aden, assigned to him 100'rupees a month 
for taking charge of the business of the Consulate. No arrangement has yet been made 
for repaying the allowance. A _ u COLE g. 


This should clearly have been seen to, and, after consultation with the India Office, 
the Consular grant should have been charged with the payment. 

6 J. MURRAY. 


Inclosure in No. 654. 


Captain R. L. Playfair to Sir C. Wood. 

(Extract.) Aden > June 2 ?> 

HER Majesty’s steamer “ Lady Canning ” returned yesterday from Massowah, bringing 
me a file of despatches from Mr. Barroni, the dates of which range from the 2nd to the 20th 

of June. . 

The substance of these letters is briefly as follows He expresses his gratitude for the 
arrangement detailed in the concluding paragraph of my letter to the Secretary of State 
for India, No. 16, and though he does not actually say so, he hints that the title of Vice- 
Consul would be more acceptable to him, and would confer greater consideration than that 
of Consular Agent, and that the allowance of 100 rupees per mensem is insufficient to meet 
the expenses which he has necessarily to incur for messengers, entertainment, and presents. 
These points, however, must be left for the consideration of Her Majesty’s Government. 


No. 655. 


Mr. Colquhoun to Lord J. Russell.—(Received August 3.) 

(No. 83.) 

My Lord, Alexandria , July 17, 1860. 

I HAVE only this week received a letter, now of old date, containing particulars of 
Mr. Plowden’s death, and 1 have the honour to enclose a literal copy of it. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) * ROBERT G. COLQUHOUN. 


Inclosure in No. 655. 

Mr. Schimper to Mr. Barroni. 

Monsieur, Adou'ah, U 19 Mars, 1860, 

1L m’est extr&nement douloureux de transmettre une nouvelle qui vous atfligera aussi 

pPOfo jJlr Bowden a trouvd sa mort par un des Chefs li(s k Dejaj Negoosie, qui, chassd par 
1’Empereur Theodore du pays de Sangallas, a continud sa fuite k Wogara. Probable est, 
que \l il a appris rapprochement de Mr. Plowden, car ce n’est que par cela qu’il est probable 
et comprehensible qu’un de ses Chefs (Garred) ait pu se rendre * la rencontre de notre 
ami pr£s de Gondar, pour se pr&ipiter k fimprlvu sur lui. Defense ndtait pas possible. 
Mr Plowden a recu un coup de lance k la poitrine ; la blessure etait mortelle, neannioins 
fa-t-on enchain^ pour le forcer k payer 1,000 thalers, condition a regagner sa liberty laquelle 
il a recue aprds le pavement, pour mourir aprfcs (accident neuf jours. 

J’envisage la mort de Mr. Plowden, qui avait toujours travailld pour le veritable bien 
de ce pays, comme un trfcs grand malheur publique, touchant les indigenes comme les 
etrangere. C’est bien difficile k present qu’en Europe on connaisse tout ce qui passe id, et 
que l’on connaisse la vtriti des taits; car nptre voix, comme venant dcs particulars, n a pas 
beaucoup de poids et n’ose pas se faire entendre par tout, car nous avons juste raison de 
craindre la puissance infernale de la part des intrigants rdpandant des mensonges sur ce 
pauvre pays. Plus fin et plus fort que nous, tr& exerc& en machination, la victoire serait k 

leur cotd, malgrd que la vdrite nous soutienne. , . . 4 0 . 

Il n’y avait que Mr. Plowden dont la voix avait pu se faire valoir, car lm etait Consul 

et le seul ici. Autres Consuls et personnes ne connaissant eux-m&nes par propre mspec- 


r 
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tiou 1 Abyssinie, n’en peuvent parler que par ce qu’ils apprennent par oui-dires qu’ils 
(nouveaux dans ce pays) envisagent comme vrais sans l’£tre. 

Le malheur de Mr. Plowden a beaucoup affligd 1’Empereur Thdodore, qui vengera 
s6neusement son ami. Dejaj Negoosie, k l’approche de l’Empereur, avait pris la fuite de 
Wogara k Sdmdnd. Au depart de mon messager il allait se sauver a Sah«fla, et PEmpereur 
etait en train de lui couper la route en descendant de Wogara k Sabra. 

En quelques jours nous en apprendrons le rdsultat. 

(Sign*) SCHIMPER. 


No. 656. 

Mr. Colquhoun to Lord J. Russell.—(Received August 14.) 

(No. 99. Confidential.) 

My V* Timur •* , . . _ Alexandria, August 4, 1860. 

« 1 * T. K . my duty t0 lnclo8e for your Lordship’s information an extract from 
a letter I this evening received from Captain Playfair at Aden. 

Captain Playfair is very anxious that Captain Cameron should be at his post as earlv 
as possible. r J 

1 must apologise for the brevity of this letter, written from my couch to which I have 
been confined for some days. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) ROBERT G. COLQUHOUN. 


Minute. 

Admiralty to send ships. 

R. 


Inclosure in No. 656. 

Captain Playfair to Mr. Colquhoun. 

(Confidential.) 

(Extract.) # Aden, July 26, 1860. 

i i „ A .P resen ce °{ an intelligent officer in the Red Sea is very desirable at present, as 
I fully anticipate trouble there from the French, ere very long. They have of late been 
consistently endeavouring to weaken our interest in every place where it has hitherto been 
paramount. In the Persian Gulf and at Zanzibar they have been too successful and thev 
are now bent on trying what they can effect in the Red Sea. 

>. T You l ™! y bav ? heard °{ the death ?f the ex-Consular Agent of France at Aden 
Mr Lambert, which occurred on the African coast between Zaila and Tajourra, in June 
last year. When the report first reached us, there was a rumour afloat that it had been 
compassed through treachery, and I immediately proceeded to the spot in Her Majesty’s 
ship Furious. The result of my inquiries satisfied me that he had been accidentally 

«F,Tri ed a °” th f C T °L h,S ^° at> a ^ d Ca I >tain Sherard Osborne, who commanded the 
Funous, entirely agreed with me. To prevent any false intelligence reaching the French 

Government, Brigadier Coghlan communicated the above to Mr. Sabatier through 
Mr. VValne, who was then acting as Consul-General. ® 

On the recent visit of the French steamer ••Yemen” to the African coast, the 
Count Roussel, only too anxious to get up a good atrocity as a pretext for intervention in 
our neighbourhood, allowed himself to be persuaded that the version of the storv given bv 
us was incorrect, and I believe that Commodore Viscount de Sangle, with two ships of war 
18 “ T , 1 . 8 here to re-agitate the matter. The origin of the false rumour is a long storv and 

hno^.n 5 ^ 6 J ea ‘°. us y P rev “ 1,n S be ‘ ween the people of Zaila and Tagourra (if you care to 
know all the case, I will send you the correspondence), but whatever may be the nature of 

Mr- I „ be,i !7 e l , he French have i‘ i. just such an atreatyas 

they wish, and they will certainly cause us much trouble. 

I have written to Sir George Clerk to beg him to increase our squadron, so as to 

8 KOO i wateh 00 ou f alli “’ and y° u "“y insgine that I am very anxious 
that we should be property represented at Massowah, where the Commodore (French) will 
certainly go, possibly to take possession of Disseb, See. ' ' *" 


_ 
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No. 657. 

Circular, September 29, 1860. Attestation of Affidavits. 


No. 658. 

Lord J. Russell to Earl Cowley. 

(No. 1,000.) 

My Lord, Foreign Office , October 9, 1860. 

I ENCLOSE, for your Excellency’s information, copies of despatches as marked in 
the margin,* upon the subject of French intrigues in the Red Sea. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) RUSSELL. 


No. 659. 

To Admiralty , December , 1860. 


No. 660. 

Consul Cameron to Lord J. Russell.—(Received December 3.) 

My Lord, London , December 3, I860. 

IN my despatch of 1st December, reporting my arrival in England, I adverted to 
the fact that I had been travelling in the Caucasus, in order to collect information. 

My tour included three weeks’ stay at Tiflis, which I turned to account, as far as 
possible, for this object; after which I proceeded along the Lesghian Line, and across the 
mountains to Cunnib, the scene of Shamil’s capture; returning to Tiflis by the newly- 
formed port of Petrovaki on the Caspian/ Derbend, Baku, and the silk-producing 
districts of Shamagha and Nuka. 

A large amount of material has thus necessarily accumulated on my hands, which 1 

would willingly throw into shape. . . 

I therefore venture most respectfully to solicit your Lordship’s permission to remain 
in England for this purpose, for six weeks from the present date, if my doing so can be 
made to meet your Lordship’s views in other respects. 

I have &c 

(Signed) ' C. DUNCAN CAMERON. 


No. 660*. 

Mr. Murray to Consul Cameron. 

gj r Foreign Office , December 5, 1860. 

I AM directed by Lord John Russell to inform you that under the circumstances stated 
in your letter of the 3rd instant, his Lordship accedes to your request for six weeks’ leave 
of absence betore proceeding to your post 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 661. 

Lord J. Russell to Lord Cowley. 

Foreign Office , December 5, 1860. 

HER Majesty’s Consul in Abyssinia, whose residence will be principally at Massowah, 
will shortly leave this country, and with reference to the instructions to be given to him, 
1 should be glad if your Excellency could ascertain what are the present views ot the French 
Government in regard to Abyssinia and the western coast of the Red Sea. Of course your 
Excellency will seek this information in a way not to attract attention, or to encourage any 

* No. 650. 
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notice on the part of the French Government, that those countries were looked upon by 
Upr Majesty’s Government as an object in regard to which rival interests and designs might 
be entertained by the two Governments. 

1 am, Ac. 

(8igned) J. RUSSELL. 


Minute. 


This inquiry ought to have been made five months ago; 
was overlooked. 


but your Lordship’s minute 
E. HAMMOND. 


No. 662. 

Circular, December 8, 1860. As to Renewal of Passports of Naturalized British Subjects. 


No. 663. 

Earl Cowley to Lord J. Russell.—(Received December 17.) 

(No. 1621.) 

My Lord, Paris, December 16, 1860. 

I HAVE endeavoured in compliance with the instructions contained in your 
Lordship’s despatch No. 1,199 of the 5th instant, to ascertain what are the present views 
of the French Government in regard to Abyssinia and the western coast of the Red 8ea. 
I found M. Thouvenel very ignorant, and, indeed, admitting his ignorance respecting these 
countries, and I think that I may affirm that, personally, he takes no interest in any of the 
questions which relate to them. Unless then I am authorised by your Lordship to express 
some desire on the part of Her Majesty’s Government to know the views of the French 
Government with reference to this matter, I am afraid that I shall not obtain any intelli¬ 
gence of value. 

I do not myself conceive that the Imperial Government has any fixed policy in those 
regions, beyond a desire to appear to be the protector of the Roman Catholic religion, but 
this desire will always lead them and their agents to take the part of all professors of that 
religion, without examining too strictly into the question of right and wrong. 

I may add that in answer to a question which I put to M. Thouvenel, his Excellency 
said that the line of postal steamers which the French Government intends to establish in 
the Red Sea would probably be opened in March next. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) COWLEY. 


No. 664. 

Lord J. Russell to Mr. Colquhoun. 

(No. 40.) 

Sir, Foreign Office , December 20, 1860. 

I TRANSMIT for your information a copy of a despatch from Her Majesty’s 
Ambassador at Paris relative to the policy of the French Government in regard to Abyssinia 
and the Western Coast of the Red Sea.* 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 


5 B 


• N*. 663. 
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No. 665. 

Consul Cameron to Lord J. Russell.—(Received January 8, 1861.) 

My Lord, 3, North Parade , Bath , December 31, 1860. 

I HAVE the honour to report that I arrived in England, in accordance with your 
Lordship’s commands, on the 1st instant, and that I have been absent from my post as 
Consul at Massowah on public grounds during the whole of the present quarter. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) C. DUNCAN CAMERON. 


No. 666. 

Dr. Beke to Lord J. Russell.—(Received January 22.) 

My Lord, January 21,1861. 

ON the 21st of November last I had the honour of addressing a letter to Viscount 
Palmerston on the subject of Abyssinia, suggesting the expediency of establishing 
commercial relations with that country, directly for the purpose of opening up a trade in 
Ethiopian cotton, and indirectly with a view to counteract French influence in the Red Sea. 
That letter, I have been informed, was forwarded to your Lordship, as Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs. 

The letter which I took the liberty of addressing to your Lordship from Mauritius in 
December, 1859, # having remained without acknowledgment, and my application to be 
appointed Consul in Abyssinia in the place of the late Mr. Walter Plowden having been 
unavailing, 1 have doubted whether I ought to intrude further on your Lordship. Still, the 
progress of political events is such that I feel I should be neglecting a public duty were I 
from personal considerations to refrain from again calling your Lordship’s attention to the 
subject of my several communications by your Lordship’s Department and also to the 
Board of Trade. 

In my letter to Viscount Palmerston, already referred to, I communicated the latest 
intelligence respecting the movements of the French in North-Eastern Abyssinia, and their 
contemplated establishment of a line of steamers in the Red Sea. That line has now 
commenced running; its first steamer, the “ Wescr,” having arrived at Suez from China, 
with intention of returning, calling at Massowah on the way. 

The conclusion of peace with China will soon liberate a large body of French troops ; 
and I have little doubt that a portion of them will be landed in Abyssinia, where a very 
small force would readily obtain the mastery. In the beginning of the sixteenth century 
Don Christopher di Gama entered Tigre with only four hundred men, who soon drove out 
the Mahomedan wonders and secured the throne to the reigning Emperor Claudius. 
An equal number of French troops would now suffice to place and keep on the throne any 
native prince whom the Emperor Napoleon might choose to patronise. 

The Emperor Theodore, whose cause the late British Consul had long espoused in 
consort with his comrade Mr. John Bell, and on whose side he was slain by the French 
party, has, since Mr. Plowden’s death, taken a most hazardous step, which proves how 
desperate his cause is becoming. He has liberated the Prince Ubie, whom he conquered 
and imprisoned a few years back, and has reinstated him in the Governorship of Tigrd. 
By means of Ubie he hopes to crush bi§ rival Negoosie, the present ally of the Emperor of 
the French. But he will only have raised up, in Negoosie's place, a much more powerful 
opponent in Ubie, who has, indeed, a far better claim to the Sovereignty of all Abyssinia 
than Theodore himself, the latter being a mere soldier of fortune of iow birth, who has 
usurped the throne, whereas Ubie is the representative of one of the most ancient native 
princely families, and had, until recently conquered by Theodore, held possession of Tigr£, 
in addition to his own hereditary province of Samian, since the year 1831, when he defeated 
and slew Mr. Salt’s friend Sabagadis. 

How little British interests are likely to be benefited by the substitution of Ubie for 
Negoosie may be plainly seen from my letter of the 4th April, 1848,f to your Lordship’s 

* No. 621. ♦ No. 30. 
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predecessor in office; which letter, after a lapse of thirteen years, is now'just as applicable 

as it was when first written. „ t , .. . 

1 would venture, therefore, most respectfully, but at the same time most earnestly, 

to urge on your Lordships consideration my conviction derived from an intimate 
acquaintance with the subject in all its relations, that the only ht policy to be adopted by 
Her Majesty's Government with respect to Abyssinia, is to use every means for establishing 

and encouraging a legitimate trade with that eonntry. . . . , , 

Seeing the present precarious condition of affairs in North America, it is a matter of 
vital importance to the manufacturing and commercial interests of Great Britain that 
independent sources for the supply of cotton should be utihzed withoat delay. 

As already pointed out in my letter to Viscount Palmerston of the 21 “‘November 
last, the regions above Egypt lying in immediate proximity to the shores of the Bed Sea 
have from the earliest ages been celebrated for the production of the finest cotton. Of this 
cotton I beg leave to submit to your Lordships inspection a small sample, which, though 

most roughly cleaned, will sufficiently show iU excellent quality 

By opening up a trade in this cotton we should obtain far greater influence m 
Abyssinia and the surrounding countries than by interfering in their internal affairs, and 
we should at the same time be raising a most effectual barrier against the further advances 
of the French, who, if not checked in time, will obtain a permanent footing there most 
injurious to British interests, especially as they will thereby have Egypt entirely at their 

command - I have, &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES BEKE. 


Inclosure in No. 666. 

Specimen of Ethiopian Cotton. 

^ ~ ’ No. 667. 

Mr. Hammond to Dr. Beke. 

g- r Foreign Office, January 25, 1861. 

I AM directed by Lord John Russell to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 

2lit instant, containing observations and suggestions respecting Abyssinia. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


No. 668. 

Lord J. Russell to Captain Cameron. 

j^No. 1. Consular) Foreign Office, February 2, 1861. 

* * THE Queen having been graciously pleased to appoint you to be Her Majesty’s 
Consul in Abyssinia, I inclose to you herewith Her Majesty’s Commission to that effect. f 
I also inclose a set of general instructions prepared for the use of Her Majesty s 

f.ouauls^abrojid^ ^ fa fonrarding t0 this Department such of the returns required 

from vou as you may have an opportunity of furnishing from the place of your residence, and 
you will collect and transmit to me any further useful information relative to commerce, 

navigation, agriculture, and any other branch of statistics. 

The salary attached to this appointment is 600/. a-year, and an allowance will be 
made to you for office expenses and house-rent of 300/. a-yrar. This allowance will be 
issued quarterly to you, or to your assigns, by the Paymaster-General, together with your 

salary^ con( j jt j on Q f this arrangement, however, is that you are restricted from engaging 
in commercial pursuits. It is not probable that any fees will be collected at.Massowah 
under the Act 6 Geo. IV, cap. 87, and the Order in Council of May 1. 18 d 5; but m 
the event of vour having occasion to levy such fees you will collect them on account of 
Her Majesty’s Government, in conformity with the instructions contained in a circular 
despatch dated the 8th of July, 1859, of which a copy is herewith inclosed 

I also transmit a copy ox a circular instruction of the 12th of March last, relative to 
the payment by Her Majesty’s Consuls of the office expenses of their Consulates during 

their leave of absence. 

• Printed volume supplied to all Consul* on their first appointment. 
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You are to understand that the salary and allowances now assigned to you are to cover, 
so fiir as this office is concerned, not only the expenses of your maintenance, but also all 
miscellaneous and office expenses of your Consulate. 

A sum of 125/. will be granted to you by way of outfit. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 


No. 669. 

__ Lord J. Russell to Consul Cameron. 

(So. 2.) 

SlF ’ YOTTP « a i * . . . ,, , Foreign Office, February 2, 1861. 

IOUK first duty on arriving m Massowah, which you will consider as the head- 

, £°! ir 9 ons , ulate > wiU t0 mak e yourself acquainted with the general state 
of political affairs in Abyssinia. 

Her Majesty’s Government are so imperfectly informed in regard to what may have 
happened in that country since the death of your predecessor, that I am unable to lay 
down any very precise rules for the guidance of your conduct. 

, ., °j v ^ war w hich prevailed at that time may have been brought to a conclusion 
decidedly favourable to one or other of the Contending Parties, or it may still prevail with 
the alternate success of either. 

It seems to Her Majesty's Government undesirable that you should avow yourself 
the partizan of either ot the Contending Parties if the contest is still going on. What¬ 
ever interest Her Majesty’s Government may have in Abyssinia can best be advanced by 
the tranquillity ot the country; but if the British Agent becomes the partizan of one 
side, the rivalry of European interests which, however disavowed by the Governments of 
Europe, is almost invariably found to exist on the part of their Agents in such countries 
as Abyssinia, will stimulate foreign Agents to declare a partisanship for the other, and 
thus a civil contest will be promoted and encouraged which would otherwise die out of 
itselt, or very shortly be brought to a conclusion by the decided preponderance of a 
victorious party. r 1 

I lie principles therefore, on which you should act are abstinence from any course of 
proceeding by which a preference for either party should be imputable to you; abstinence 
trom all intrigues to set up an exclusive British influence in Abyssinia; aud lastly, the 
promotion of amicable arrangements between the rival candidates for power. 

Her Majesty’s Government are aware that religious rivalry has contributed its share 
t °i?v m u t ? “ ls,scnsl01 | in Abyssinia; but such rivalry should receive no countenance from 
a British Agent, on the contrary, his study should be to extend as far as possible general 
toleration ot ail Christian sects, as being most consistent with the doctrines of Christianity 
and with sound policy. The British Government claim no authority to set up or advocate 
m a foreign country one sect of Christianity in preference to another; all that they would 
urge upon the rulers of any such country is to show equal favour and toleration to the 
professors of all Christian sects. 

But although it is not desirable that you should engage in a contest with the Agent 
ot any other 1 'oarer for superiority of influence, or that you should openly exhibit 
suspicion or jealousy of his proceedings or of the influence which he may be supposed 
to have acquired, it will be your duty closely to watch any proceedings which may tend 
to alter the state of possession either on the sea-coast or in the interior of the country 
and you will keep Her Majesty’s Government at home, and Her Majesty's Governor' 
General of India, fully informed of all matters of interest which may come under your 
observation, sending your despatches under flying-seal, in the one case through Her 
Majesty 8 Agent and Consul-General in Egypt, and in the other through the Political 

In addition to matters of a political or commercial nature, you will pay particular 
attention to any 1 raffic m Slaves which may be carried on within your district,’ and report 
fully upon the same; and you will further avail yourself of any suitable opportunity to 
impress upon any native rulers who may directly or indirectly encourage or permit such 
a lialhc the abhorrence m which it is held by the British Government and the dislike 

with winch any parties who may have recourse to it arc likely to be regarded in this 
vuuij try • 

I am, &c. 

_ (Signed) J. RUSSELL. 


5 C 
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No. 670. 

Lord J. Russell to Consul Cameron. 

(No. 5.) 

gj Pj Foreign Office , February 2, 1861. 

ON the 27th of August, 1857.* the Earl of Clarendon instructed the late Mr. Plowden, 
then Her Majesty’s Consul at Massowah, to render certain assistance to Mr. Werner 
Munzinger, on whose behalf the Swiss Federal Council had made an application to Her 
Majesty’s Government. 

Lord J. Russell has received through Her Majesty’s Minister at Berne, a further 
application from the Swiss Federal Council soliciting a renewal of the assistance of Her 
Majesty’s Government in favour of M. Munzinger, and I am to desire that you will give 
to that gentleman all the assistance which it may be in your power to afford to him. 

6 I am, &c. 

(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 


No. 671. 

Dr. Bcke to Lord J. Russell.—{Received February 12.) 

My Lord. Bekesboums, Canterbury , February 7, 1861. 

1 HAVE been honoured with Mr. Hammond’s letter or the 25th January,t acknow¬ 
ledging the receipt of my letter to your Lordship of the 21st of the same month. 

To the information contained in my said letter, I now take the liberty of adding the 
following intelligence just received from Abyssinia. 

Towards the end of last vear the Emperor Theodore, accompanied by Mr. John 
Bell, advanced at the head of his army against Dejaj Gerred. cousin to Dejaj Ncgoosee, 
of Tigre, the ally of the Emperor Napoleon, for the purpose of avenging the death ot 
their friend Mr. Consul Plowden, who (as your Lordship is aware) was killed by Gerred, 

now just a twelvemonth ago. . 

Dejaj Gerred, with a small force of about 2,000 men, was encamped in the mountains 
of Waldubba, where Theodore’s advanced guard, under the command of Mr. Bell, made 
a desperate attack upon them. In the conflict, which was of short duration. Bell killed 
Gerred with his own hand, hut was immediately slain by Gerred’s brother. A conside¬ 
rable number of Gerred’s followers having fallen, the rest threw down their arms and 
surrendered at discretion, when Theodore literally decimated them, butchering in cold 
blood no less than 150 men of a force that originally consisted of only 2000. 

I need scarcely point out to your Lordship the injury which these lamentable occur¬ 
rences are likely to cause to British interests in Abyssinia, and the additional occasion 
which they may give to Negoosee’s allies, the French, to interfere in the atfairs ot that 

country. . , _ .. . r j v *- 

Another important fact has, at the same time, to be brought to your Lordship s 

notice. Monsignor de Jacobis, the head of the Roman Catholic Church in Abyssinia, and 
a powerful supporter of Dejaj Negoosee, died lately on his way to visit that Prince on his 
return to TignL His death might at first sight be regarded as aserious loss to the French 
party ; but 1 believe that accomplished and able man to have always made the political 
interests of France in Abyssinia subservient to those of the Church ot Rome; eo that 
his removal will be a gain rather than a loss to the purely French party, who will now be 
able to carry out their political schemes without regard to religious ones. 

When the British Consulate in Abyssinia was first established (at the instance, it I 
mistake not, of the Mauritius Association), and Mr. Plowden was appointed Consul in 
preference to myself, who had been recommended for the post on purely commercial grounds. 
I took the liberty, in my letter to Viscount Palmerston ot the 4th April, 1848,J of pointing 
out the impolicy of an alliance with the opponent of Dejaj Oobeay ot Tig™. Had 1 been 
nominated, instead of Mr. Plowden, I am not arrogating too much when I express my 
conviction that at this moment British interests generally, and especially those ot British 
commerce, would have stood very ditferently in Abyssinia. Instead ot entering into a 
Treaty of Friendship and Commerce with a Prince who had not the power ot approaching 
within 150 miles of the sea coast, much less the means of “ keeping open and securing 
the avenues of approach between that coast and Abyssinia,” as by that Treaty the titular 
Emperor engaged to do, I would have endeavoured to form, and should doubtless have 
succeeded in establishing, a trade on the coast itself, leaving that trade to find its own 
avenues into the interior. 


• No. 520. 
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After seven years’'experience of mercantile affairs in the Mauritius, I applied to be 
appointed Mr. Plowden’s successor, expressly with a view to the development of the 
trade of Abyssinia, of which trade, under proper management, cotton might be made to 
form a most important ingredient. It is from public, far more than from personal 
considerations that I regret the ill-success of my application. 

In conclusion, it is my duty to inform your Lordship that, by a sad fatality, 
Waldubba, the scene of the frightful hecatomb offered up by the usurper, Theodore, to 
the manes of the two unfortunate British officers who had so impoliticly espoused his 
cause, is one of those provinces of Abyssinia fas I pointed out to a Member of the House 
of Commons only last week) which are most suited to the extensive production of the 
Ethiopian or u Jumel ” cotton, bo successfully cultivated in Egypt by the late Mohammed 
Ali Pasha, who thereby obtained a mighty increase of revenue, which mainly contributed 
to his subsequent aggrandisement, as narrated in my letter in the “ Times,” of the 22nd 
of last month. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES BEKE. 


No. 672. 

Consul Cameron to Lord J. Russell.—(Received February 12.) 

(No. 1 ) 

My Lord* Laurel Cottage , Sunning hill , Berks, February 9, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge your Lordship’s despatches Nos. 1 and 2 of 
2nd February, transmitting my commission and instructions as Her Majesty’s Consul at 
Massowah, and would beg once more to express my thanks to your Lordship for my 
selection for that post. 

My luggage will leave England by next steamer for Alexandria, at which place I 
propose to take it up, being desirous on public grounds to pass to Abyssinia vid Paris. 

As I came to England in consequence of a telegram from your Lordship, I trust that 
I may be allowed to charge my expenses to the public account, and that if I estimated 
these at 80/. sterling I would not be abusing the liberality of the Foreign Office. 

The fact of your Lordship’s telegram having been detained at Poti by the Russian 
authorities, instead of being forwarded to me in the interior, according to my directions, 
seemed to render it necessary that I should take the most expeditious means, though 
most expensive route, that, viz., by Odessa and the Danube, in order to ascertain your 
Lordship’s wishes as soon as possible. 

I was detained, too, eight days by bad weather at Odessa, where hotel charges are 
inordinately high. 

Finally, with regard to my journey to Massowah, I trust I may be pardoned if I 
venture most respectfully to inquire whether it is considered to have anything of an excep¬ 
tional character, or whether its expenses are expected to be defrayed in the ordinary way. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) C. DUNCAN CAMERON. 


Minutes . 

Under the circumstances, allow his expenses home. 


His journey to Massowah is not exceptional. 


E. HAMMOND. 

J. R. 


No. 673. 

Mr. Hammond to Dr. Beke. 

Sir, Foreign Office, February 15, 1861. 

I AM directed by Lord John Russell to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
7th instant, communicating to hi9 Lordship further news which had reached you respecting 
the state of affairs in Abyssinia. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 
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No. 674. 

Mr. Murray to Consul Cameron. 




(No. 4 .) 

Sir, Foreign Offiee, February 19, 1861. 

I AM directed by Lord John Russell to state to you in reply to your letter of the 
9th instant, that the Chief Clerk of this office has been directed to pay to you the sum of 
80/., being the amount of expenses incurred by you in returning to England from Poti, 
but his Lordship cannot consent to grant you any further sum towards the expense of 
yourjourney to Massowah, beyond the 126/. which will be allowed you for the outfit. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 
[See further, No. 763.] 


No. 676. 

Mr. Colquhoun to Lord J. Russell.—(Received February 20.) 

(No. 18 .) 

My Lora, Cairo , Februiry 12, 1861. 

BY private information from Aden 1 learn that the French ship of war “ La Somme,” 
bearing the broad pendant of Commodore Viconite de Langle, left Aden for the Red Sea 
a few days since; that the “ Cordeltere” is daily expected in that port; the “Duchayla,” 
with Baron Gros on board, was in harbour there the 3rd instant, and the little “ Yemen," 
chartered by the French Government, was that day signalled. The “ Tapou " is still at 
Suez. 

There is a belief that the Commodore is bent on reviving the so-called u Lambert 
atrocity," which appears at the time to have been investigated by Captain Playfair and 
Captain Sher&rd Osborne, and both were convinced that it was simply a case of ship¬ 
wreck. The Commodore has, however, been collecting a large mass of evidence, with a 
view to proving the murder. 

By a despatch received from Sir Henry Bulwer, I learn that the Porte cannot make 
a concession of the Island of Dissee to the Red Sea Telegraph Company. 

I have. &c. 

(Signed) ROBERT G. COLQUHOUN. 


No. 676. 

Lord J. Russell to F.arl Couley. 

(No. 219.) 

My Lord, Foreign Office , February 23, 1861. 

I INCLOSE, for your Excellency’s information, copies of a despatch from Her 
Majesty’s Consul-General in Egypt respecting the movements of the French squadron in 
the Red Sea.* 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) RUSSELL. 


No. 677. 

Dr. Beke to Lord J. Russell.—{Received February 23.) 

Mv Lord, February 21, 1861. 

* IN compliance with the desire expressed by your Lordship when I had the honour of 
an interview on the 19th instant, I now beg leave to send you a printed copy of the 
letters addressed by me to the Foreign Office and the Board of Trade, previously to my 

departure for Mauritius in 1853. , 

In addition to those letters, I have more recently addressed to your Lordships 

Department the following letters, viz.:— 


* No. 675. 
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19th September, 1859.—Application to be appointed Consul in Abyssinia.* 

26th December, 1859.—On the French settlement at Zulla (Adule) on the sea-coast 
of Abygsinia.f 

2lst January, 1861.—(Referring to my letter to Viscount Palmerston of 21st of 
November, i860). On the movements of the French in the Red Sea, and on the cotton 
trade of Abyssinia.^ 

7th February, 1861—Reporting Mr. John Bell’s death in battle against the French 
party in Abyssinia, and recommending a total change in our policy as regards that 
country.§ 

These letters I have decided on printing like the former ones for the purpose of 
reference. And as the subject is daily becoming of greater importance nationally, and 
as my endeavours during so many years past have been unavailing, it is only right to 
acquaint your Lordship with my intention to avail myself of the opportunity afforded by 
the printing of ther,e further letters, to reprint the previous ones likewise, and to give 
publicity to the whole. I fear I have been almost culpably negligent in having so long 
withheld from the public my knowledge of the progress of affairs in Abyssinia, and the 
serious injury to British interests resulting therefrom. The march of events is so rapid 
that it would be inexcusable were I to delay doing so any longer. 

In the “ Times ” newspaper of yesterday it is announced from Paris that a company, 
alleged to be English, but, of course, merely as a blind, is at present negotiating with 
M. Lesseps for the land in Egypt belonging to the Suez Canal Company, with a view to 
the cultivation of cotton there; and that a person left Paris on Monday last (the 18tb 
instant) for Alexandria, to communicate with M. Lesseps on the subject. 

As shown in my letter to Lord Colchester of the 31st of March, 1852, the late 
Mohammed Ali Pasha, within the incredibly short period of three years, created a yearly 
revenue of nearly 1,(K)0,000 sterling from the cultivation in Egypt of Ethiopian cotton. 

If the French or any of their allies were systematically and sedulously to cultivate this 
Ethiopian cotton in the regions where it is indigenous, they might in a very few years 
raise there a revenue of many millions, and thereby acquire a preponderance in North- 
Eastern Africa and the Red Sea, which it would he difficult, if not impossible, for the 
British to counteract. 

Though the natural and best exit for this lucrative trade is hv the way of Massowah, or 
more properly Adule, in its immediate neighbourhood; still this is not necessarily the 
only road. There is a project on foot in Egypt, under French intiueuce, for constructing 
a railway from Suakin to Berber on the Nile, through a country wholly subject to Egypt. 

This railway, if formed, would become the channel of the commerce of Bcllades-Soudan 
and other regions of Central Africa ; and into it the trade in Ethiopian cotton might 
easily be turned. In such an event the alliance of the British Government with the one 
or the other of the opposing native chiefs of Northern Abyssinia would he rendered 
altogether a matter of insignificance, and the lives of Mr. Consul Plowden and his 
comrade Mr. Bell, would have been sacrificed to no purpose. 

In making this communication to your Lordship, 1 trust I may he allowed to advert 
to a subject affecting myself personally. Having undertood that another candidate was 
preferred to myself as Mr. Plowden’s successor, on account of my being considered a 
stranger to the Consular service, I beg leave to state that from 1836 to 1*38 I was 
connected with the British Consulate in Saxony, as iH shown in the accompanying 
memorandum, which was drawm up by me in the beginning of December 1852, at the 
instance of the late Duke of Richmond, for the purpose of being incorporated in a memo¬ 
rial to the Earl of Derby, which his Grace undertook to present and support, hut which 
was rendered nugatory by his Lordship’s retirement from office. 

From that memorandum your Lordship will perceive further that I have what might 
not unreasonably be regarded as a legitimate claim to the favourable consideration o f 
Her Majesty’s Government under any administration; and when I wrote from Mauritius 
to Mr. Alderman Salomans, requesting him to intercede w ith your Lordship on my behalf, 
it was a great omission on my part not to have communicated to him this record of my 
public services and labours. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES BEKE. 
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' In closure in No. 677. 

Memorandum on Dr. Beke’s Public Services and Labours. 

(Private.) 

IN the year 1856, being then resident at Leipzig, Dr. Beke furnished Her Majesty’s 
Consul in Saxony with information respecting the great commercial fair of that town; 
and soon afterwards, with the approval of Viscount Palmerston, then Foreign Secretary, 
he was left in charge of the Consulate, the affairs of which he conducted til] the middle 
of 1838. On his subsequently expressing to the Honourable Francis R. Forbes, Her 
Majesty’s Minister at Dresden, his desire to be appointed Consul at Leipzig in the event 
of a vacancy, that gentleman wrote to him a letter, from which the following is an 
extract:— 

11 Should I be applied to about you, I can give the fullest testimony as to your 
fitness for that office, and am perfectly ready to declare that during the time you held 
that post ud interim you acquitted yourself not only to my entire satisfaction but equally 
to that of all others with whom I have had any communication on the subject.” 

At a later period, Dr. Beke received the following letter from the late Mr. G. R. 
Porter, Secretary to the Board of Trade:— 

“ l have great pleasure in complying with your request that I should give you a 
written testimony as to the value of your reports and communications made to Govern¬ 
ment during your residence at Leipzig, 

“ I perfectly well remember that those reports were considered highly creditable to 
you by the late Lord .Sydenliam, then President of the Board of Trade, who was in every 
way qualified to estimate the value of such papers; and I further remember that, in 
addition to those reports, I received from you at various times letters upon commercial 
subjects, which 1 thought of importance, and which consequently I placed in his Lord¬ 
ship’s hands. In the whole of those papers much ability and a perfect knowledge of the 
subject were exhibited.” 

Before returning to England from Germany, Dr. Beke drew up, at the request of 
Dr. (now Sir John) Bowring, a ‘‘Report on the Leipzig Michaelmas Fair of 1839,” 
which is printed in the Appendix (xxv) to that gentleman’s official “ Report on the Prussian 
Commercial Union.”—Blue Book, 1840. 

In the year 1840, Dr. Beke undertook a journey to Abyssinia under the auspices 
of Sir Thomas Dyke Acland, Bart., the late Sir Thomas Fowell Buxton, Bart., Mr. Samuel 
Gurney, and other friends of Africa, from which journey he returned towards the end of 
1843. In token of the estimation in which his labours on that occasion were held he 
received the gold medals of the Geographical Societies of London and Paris—a double 
distinction which, as an Englishman, lie at that time shared with Sir George Back and 
Sir James Clark Ross alone. 

On his return again to England, I)r. Beke established himself in the City of 
London, and remained there till the year 1853, when he removed to the Island of 
Mauritius. During his residence in London he addressed several letters to the Foreign 
Office and the Board of Trade on the commerce and politics of Abyssinia and Eastern 
Africa, and made numerous communications to the public, through various learned 
societies and in scientific journals, on subjects relating to the regions visited by him and 
to the geography of Africa generally. 

In the year 1848 be prepared the draft of a Bill for facilitating the marriage of 
British subjects in foreign countries (having been induced to do so by the difficulty 
experiened by a relative in getting married in Mexico), which Bill was brought into the 
House of Commons by the late Sir Robert H. Inglia, Bart., and eventually became an 
Act of Parliament (12 & 13 Viet., cap. 43). This Act has since been accompanied by a 
regulation of the Foreign ()ffice, under which British Consuls are also mode registrars 
of the births and deaths of British subjects in all parts of the world. 

On the formation of the National Association for the Protection of Industry and 
Capital throughout the British Empire l)r. Beke became its Secretary, which office he 
retained till the dissolution of the Association on the 7th of February, 1853. On that 
day, at a meeting of the General Committee, his Grace, the Duke of Richmond, K.G., 
President of the Association, being in the chair, the following resolution (among others) 
was unanimously adopted :— 

“That the committee beg to express their deep sense of the invaluable services of 
their able Secretary, Dr. Bckc, to whose constant attention to the communications and 
business of the Association, as well as to the preservation of its organization, is in great 
measure attributable the fact, that the existence of the Association has been at all times 
of advantage to the leading advocates of the principle of protection, as well as the 
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principal means of concentrating the action of the Protectionist body throughout the 
United Kingdom and her Colonies.” 


No. 678. 

Mr. Barrtmi to Lord J. Russell. —(Received February 26.) 

My Lord, Massou:ah t January 19, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch dated the 18th 
January, 1860, and of the circular despatches dated the 1st, 6th, 10th March (containing 
a volume of private claims), and 20th May last, as well as of vol. x of Hertslet’s 
Treaties; and I beg humbly to inform your Lordship that the want of reply to the first 
despatch has been caused by the sickness of the late Mr. Plowden, and the retard of 
acknowledgment to the others, by his melancholy death. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) R. BARRONI. 


No. 679. 

Lord J. Russell to the Lords Commissioners of the TVeasury. 

My Lords, Foreign Office , February 28, 1861. 

CAPTAIN CHARLES DUNCAN CAMERON, lately British Vice-Consul at Poti, 
having been appointed Her Majesty’s Consul in Abyssinia, with a salary of 600/. a year, 
and an allowance of 300/. a year for office expenses, I have to request that your lord¬ 
ships will give directions for issuing to Captain Cameron or his assigns such sums as may 
become due to him from time to time, on account of salary and allowance, and also for 
issuing to him the sum of 125/, which has been allowed towards the expenses of his 
outfit. 

Captaiu Cameron is restricted from engaging in trade, and will levy the fees of office 
on account of Her Majesty’s Government. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 


No. 680. 

Dr. Beke to Lord J. Russell.—(Received March 6.) 

My Lord, Bekesboume , March 5, 1861. 

REFERRING to the letter which I had the honour of addressing to your Lordship 
on the 21st ultimo,* I now beg leave to state further that I have juBt received intelligence 
from Abyssinia that the Emperor Theodore, following up his victory over the detachment 
of Dejaj Negoosie’s troops under the command of Dejaj Gerred, has since attacked 
and completely routed the army of Negoosie himself, whom he has taken prisoner. 

At the same time 1 have learned that a party of six French officers in the Pope’s 
ZouavcS are on the point of proceeding to Tigr^ to enter the service of the ruler of that 
country. They are apparently some of the “ missionaries of religion, vindicators of French 
interests,” to whom the French Senate allude in their address to the Emperor Napoleon ; 
and they will no doubt carry out that Monarch’s “ ideas ” far more completely, because 
less scrupulously, than the late M. dc Jacobis, whose death I announced to your Lordship, 
in my letter of the 7th ultimo,! as being an event more likely to advance than retard the 
French cause in Abyssinia, whatever may be its effect on the interests of the Church of 
Rome in that country. 

These French officers are to be accompanied by the Baron de Guttenberg, a Bava¬ 
rian officer, like them recently in the Papal service, who is at the present moment in 
London. 

On their arrival in Abyssinia, they will learn (if they have not learned already) that 
Dejaj Negoosie, the recent ally of the Emperor of the French, is no longer in power; 
but, on the other hand, they will find in Negoosie’s place, Ras Ubie, an old friend of the 
French Government, whose ally by Treaty he has been nearly twenty years, and who with 
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their help will soon become far more powerful than the Emperor Theodore is ere r likely 
to be, now that his friends and supporters, Consul Plowden and Mr. Bell, are unfortunately 
no more. 

Indeed, it is only within the last six years that tVjaj Kassai, now styling himself 
the Emperor Theodore, has acquired the supremacy in A byssinia. As recently as the 
year 1854, Ubie was on the point of being crowned Emperor, with the consent of 
the majority of a Council composed of the principal chiefs and dignitaries of the Empire; 
whilst Kassai was under the ban of the Coptic Bishop, Abba Salama, for having 
broken his oath to abide by the decision of the Council. But, by allying himself with 
the Roman Catholic Bishop de Jacobis, and expressing his intention to adopt the faith of 
Rome, Kassai so worked on the Coptic Bishop as to induce him to remove the ban, and 
eventually to crown him Emperor instead of Ubie. Should Kassai (Theodore) ever be 
defeated in a pitched battle by Ubie, which is most probable when the army of the latter 
is disciplined by French officers, the facile Coptic Bishop would as readily crown Ubie 
Emperor as he crowned Kassai in February 1855. It is quite usual to see more than one 
“Emperor” of Abyssinia at the same time. Nathaniel Pearce, in his “Life and 
Adventures” (vol. i, p. iii), enumerates no less than six, who were all living in the 
beginning of the year 1813. 

Had Mr. Plowden in 1848 followed the judicious example of Mr. Salt in 1810, and 
allied himself with the ruler of Tigr£ instead of the ruler of Atnhara, the intrigues by 
which the former lost the crown of Abyssinia in 1855, would never have occurred. He 
acted doubtless under the impression that the cause of Protestantism in Abyssinia, not less 
than British political influence, would thereby be promoted. But it was a lamentable 
mistake, by which are both now placed in jeopardy. This involves questions of a very 
intricate and delicate nature, which, in my communications to Her Majesty’s Government, 
I have refrained from discussing. On the present occasion I will only state that I am 
intimately acquainted, not merely with the course of events, but with the hidden causes of 
most of them ; and that I believe there is yet room, by prudent and cautious management, 
to remedy much of the evil that has been done. 

It must, however, be manifest to your Lordship ihat the gentleman who has been 
recently appointed to succeed the late Mr. Plowden,—however great his abilities generally, 
which 1 would not think of questioning,—cannot possibly have that acquaintance with 
the complicated affaire of Abyssinia, which at this moment is absolutely necessary to be 
possessed by Her Majesty’s representative in that country; and, as Captain Cameron is 
still in England, I would most respectfully represent to your Lordship the expediency of 
appointing that officer to some other post, where his talents would be more suitably 
available, and nominating myself Consul in Abyssinia, on account of my peculiar qualifica¬ 
tions for that difficult position under existing circumstances. 

In making this representation, it is proj>er to explain that I have not now, more than 
at any former period, the slightest desire or intention to mix myself up in the religious or 
political disputes of the country. 1 believe that British interests, and those of Abyssinia 
likewise, will be best promoted by developing the material resources of that country, and 
especially by opening up a trade in Ethiopian cotton ; but, at the same time, I feel 
convinced that friendly and judicious advice might he tendered in certain quarters, where 
it could not fail to be productive of the greatest benefit to other interests besides those of 
commerce. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES BEKE. 


Minute. 

Captain Cameron is named, and is going out to Abyssinia. 


No. 681. 

Mr. Hammond to Dr. Beke. 

Sir, Foreign Office , March 9, 1867. 

I AM directed by Lord John Russell to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 5th instant, on the subject of Abyssinian affaire, and 1 am to state to yon that 
Mr. Cameron is going out to Massowah as Her Majesty’s Consul. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


/ 
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No. 682. 

Dr. Beke to Lord J. Russell.—(Received March II.) 

My Lord, March 9, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship of my having just received the further 
intelligence from Abyssinia that Dejaj Negoosee, whose defeat and capture by the Emperor 
Theodore I announced to your Lordship in my letter of the 5th instant,* has been put to 
death by his conqueror, together with several of his relatives and principal adherents. 
On the unfortunate Prince himself was indicted the severest punishment awarded to a 
traitor and murderer. His right hand and left foot were struck off, and he was then left 
exposed to the public gaze to die a miserable death. The execution took place near 
Axutn, the ancient capital of Ethiopia, towards the end of last January. 

Thus the Emperor Theodore has taken signal and final vengeance on his rival, for the 
death of his friends and supporters, Mr. Consul Plowden and Mr. Bell. 

But it is to be feared that the Emperor of the French will, in his turn, feel himself 
called on to avenge the death of his friend and ally, the King of Tigrd j as it is alone on 
the assumption of Negoosee’s having been the legitimate and independent ruler of that 
country, that the French can vindicate their title to their settlement on the sea-coast at 
Adule. It is, therefore, to be reasonably concluded that some manifestation on their part 
in that quarter is imminent. There could not well be a more plausible excuse for their 
interference. 

According to the last accounts, there are three French vessels of war in the Red Sea: 
namely, the “ Somme,” the “ Japon,” and the ” Duchayla with a fourth, the “Corde- 
lidre,” at Aden. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES BEKE. 

No. 683. 

Mr. Hammond to Dr. Beke, March 15, 1861. 

[Acknowledging receipt of letter of March 9.) 


No. 684. 

Mr. Colquhoun to Lord J. Russell.—(Received March 18.) 

(No. 23.) ' 

My Lord % Cairo , February 28, 1861. 

THE annexed letter, with its inclosures, reached me a few hours after the departure 
of the last mail. Mr. Barroni, in his letter to myself, states that King Theodore has 
avenged the deaths of Mr. Plowden and his General, John Bell, by the complete rout of 
the rebel force ; further that Dejaj Negoosee and his brother Tessamma, having been 
made prisoners, were, with most of the rebel Chiefs, executed at Tembien on the 12th of 
January. 

In one of the recent numbers of Mr. Lesseps’ Journal, he has dwelt on the assistance 
promised him by Negoosee of hands for carrying out his work, beasts of burthen, &c.; 
the complete overthrow, therefore, of their prot<5g£ will be a blow to the enterprise on 
the Isthmus, whose prospects at present are rather overcast. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ROBERT G. COLQUHOUN. 


Inclosure l in No. 684. 

Mr. Barroni to Lord J. Russell. 

My Lord, Massowah, January 23, 1861. 

TO acquaint your Lordship with all that occurs in Abyssinia, and inform your 
Lordship how the affairs go on in that country, I beg to inclose a letter received to-day 
from King Theodore, who has forwarded it to me by one of his own servants; and as I 
have no authority to do what King Theodore requests from me, I beg your Lordship be 
pleased to honour me of the instructions which your Lordship deems best necessary for 
my rule. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) R. BARRONI. 


5 E 


• No. 680. 









I HAVE the pleasure to inform you that all those who murdered (whose Chief was 
the assassin Garret) our friend Plowden, and killedJ^ell (Joanes), have been extermi¬ 
nated by me, not one excepted. I also entered into Tigre, where in the plain of Axum 
1 have seized the rebel Deiaj Negoosee, defeated and exterminated all his army. You 
must come to Adowah as soon as possible, being anxious to despatch to our beloved and 
gracious Majesty the Queen of England some of my servants, to inform Her Majesty of 
all that has occurred here. 

The servants appointed for this purpose will come with you on your ret irn to 
Massowah, and you will despatch them to England. 


No. 685. 

Mr. Colquhoun to Lord J. Russell.—(Received March 18.) 

(No. 25.) 

My Lord. Cairo, March 1, 1861. 

THE Rev. Mr. 8tem, who passed through Egypt on his way to Abyssinia in October 
1859, has just arrived here on his return home ; he brings most interesting information 
on the state of the country, having been in constant intercourse with the King. 

I shall take the liberty of giving Mr. Stem a letter to your Lordship, in the hope 
that you may be able to admit him to a few minutes* audience. Should Captain Cameron, 
recently appointed to succeed the late Mr. Plowden as Consul in Abyssinia, not yet have 
left England, I would venture to recommend that he should not start till he has had an 
opportunity of seeing and conversing with Mr. Stern, who may be expected in London 
about the first days of April. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ROBERT G. COLQUHOUN. 


No. 686. 

Mr. Hammond to Consul Cameron. 

(No. .) 

Sir, Foreign Office , March 20, 1861. 

T AM directed by Lord John Russell to instruct vou to defer your departure for 
your post until after the arrival of the Rev. Mr. Stern, who is now returning to England 
from Abyssinia, where he has been since 1859. Mr. Stern is expected to arrive in 
London early in April. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


No. 687. 

Acting Consul Barroni to Lord J. Russell.—(Received March 23.) 

t 

My Lord, Massowah , February 12, 1861. 

IN reply to your circular despatch of the 31st of October, 1860, received to-day, 1 
have the honour to state that, being not acquainted with the emoluments which the 
Government are pleased to grant to me since the laineutable death of the late 
Mr. Plowden, I am not able of forwarding to the Foreign Office the account-current of 
the year 1860, as required by your Lordship. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) R. BARRONI. 
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Acting Consul Barroni to L&rd J. Russell.—(Received March 23.) 


My Lord, Massowah , February 14, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge, on the 12th instant, receipt of your circular 
despatch dated September 29, 1860; and I shall attend to your orders, which are in 
conformity with the line of conduct I have always pursued. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) R. BARRONI. 


No. 689. 

Acting Consul Barroni to Lord J. Russell.—(Received March 23.) 

My Lord, Massowah, February 15, 1861. 

WITH reference to my respectful letter of the 23rd of January ultimo,* I have the 
honour to inform your Lordship that I am in expectation of being again called by King 
Theodore, who wishes to have an interview with me at Adowah; and if your Lordship 
has no objection, I think to comply with the Abyssinian Ruler's desire. My absence 
shall be no longer than twenty-five days. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) R. BARRONI. 


Minute. 


No objection. 

R. 


No. 690. 

Mr. Murray to Acting Consul Barroni . 

(No. 5.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, April 11, 186). 

I AM directed by Lord J. Russell to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
15th of February last, requesting permission to proceed to Adowah, in the event of King 
Theodore desiring to have an interview with you at that place; and I am to state to you, 
in reply, that bis Lordship has no objection to your doing so. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 691. 

Consul Cameron to Lord J. Russell.—(Received April 12 ) 

My Lord, Laurel Cottage , Bunninghill , Berks, April 7, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to report that I have been absent from my post as Her 
Majesty’s Consul at Massowah, on public grounds, during the quarter ended the 31st of 
March last. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) C. DUNCAN CAMERON 


No. 692. 

Lord de Grey and Ripon to Mr. Hammond.—(Received April 13.) 

India Office, April 12, 1861. 

LORD DE GREY AND RIPON presents his compliments to Mr. Hammond, and 
forwards for the information of Lord John Russell the accompanying papers received 

* Inclosure 1 in No. C84. 
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* 

from the Bombay Government, relative to the refusal of King Theodore to be re-imbursed 
the sum he had advanced for the ransom of the late Mr. Plowdcu, Her Majesty’s Consul 
at Massowah, and regarding the presentation of certain gifts to the King as an equivalent. 


Minutes. 

Make an abstract of the facts for Lord John Russell. 


E. HAMMOND. 


King Theodore having refused to accept reimbursement of the money paid by 
him for Mr. Plowden’s ransom, the Bombay Government have determined to give him 
costly presents in acknowledgment of his generosity. 

Captain Playfair reports that the rebel chief and French prot^gd, Dejajmatch Negoosie, 
and the brother of the former named Tassamma, have been taken prisoners by King 
Theodore, and the former executed. Several other chiefs of note had been captured or 
killed, and one, by name Alabra Guabra Mikael, "the greatest liar and scoundrel in 
Abyssinia,” had had his tongue cut out by the Emperor (Inclosure No. 11). King 
Theodore has written an autograph letter to the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
(see in closure No. 12) stating that “all those who murdered our friend Plowden and 
killed Bell have been exterminated by me; not one has escaped. I also entered Tigrd, 
where, in the plain of Axum, I seized the rebel Dejajmatch Negoosie and defeated and 
exterminated his army.’* 

A. K. S. 


I must acknowledge this letter. [See Inclosure No. 12, p. 387.1 
May 2, 1861. v J 


I return these papers. I have never seen the letter from King Theodore, which Lord 
Russell, in his memorandum of May 2, says he must acknowledge. 

December 12, 1861. J. fi. BERGNE. 

[Inclosed in Mr. Colquhoun’s No. 23 of February 28, 1861 (No. 684). See reply, 
dated February 20, 1862, in No. 724.] ' v 7 


Inclosure 1 in No. 692. 

The Governor of Bombay in Council to Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of State 

for India. 

Righ ^u Ura r le SiF ’ , Bombay, March 13, 1861. 

\y 11H reference to the second paragraph of our secret despatch dated the 22nd 
June last, we have the honour of transmitting for the information of Her Majesty’s 
Government, the accompanying copy of a letter received through the Acting Political 
Resident at Aden, from Mr., Barroni, of Massowah, intimating that King Theodore had 
declined to be reimbursed for the ransom paid by him on account of the late Mr. Plowden. 

As an acknowledgment for his liberal and friendly conduct in connection with Mr. 
Plowden, we propose to present King Theodore with a suitable and acceptable gift, the 
selection of which we have entrusted to Brigadier Coghlan. 

We beg at the same time to forward copies of two letters from the Acting Political 
Resident at Aden, communicating important intelligence regarding the affairs of Abyssinia. 

We have, &c. 

(Signed) G. CLERK. 

W. MANSFIELD. 

H. W. REEVES. 

W. E. FRERE 



• No. 671. 




Inclosure 2 in No. 692. 

Captain Playfair to the Chief Secretary to the Government, Bombay. 


Sir, Aden , January 12, 1861. 

WITH reference to the concluding paragraph of my letter to your address dated 
24th May last. I forward in original, a letter which I have this day received from 
Mr. Barroni, at Massowah. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) R. L. PLAYFAIR. 

_ x _ 

Inclosure 3 in No. 692. 

Acting Consul Barroni to Captain Playfair. 

Sir, Massowah , November 21, 1860. 

1 BEG to inform you that about the end of June last King Theodore was acquainted 
by me with your kind exertion to engage the Government to pay the sum disbursed by 
His Majesty for Mr. Plowden’s ransom ; and on the 18th instant I received from him the 
following reply: " I gave that money for my friend and not as a loan, and of course I 
cannot accept it; inform Captain Playfair of that. 1 write to you on this purpose, and 
present him my respects.” 

I beg you to send a copy of this note to A. E. Anderson, Esquire, Acting Chief 
Secretary to Government. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) R. BARRONI. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 692. 

Resolution by the Honourable Board , dated February 6, 1861. 

THAT copy of this letter be forwarded to Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for India 
with reference to previous correspondence. The Honourable the Governor in Council 
would suggest the presentation of some gift to King Theodore as an acknowledgment for 
his liberal and friendly conduct in connection with the late Mr. Plowden. Brigadier 
Coghlan may be requested to state what would in his opinion be a suitable and acceptable 
gift. 

(Signed) W. MANSFIELD. 

H. W. REEVES. 

W. E. FRERE. 


Inclosure 5 in No. 692. 

The Chief Secretary to Government , Bombay, to Captain Playfair. 

Sir, Bombay Castle, February 12, 1861. 

I AM directed by the Honourable the Governor in Council to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the 12th January last, inclosing a letter from Mr. Barroni, 
relative to the money paid by King Theodore for the *ransom of the late Mr. Plowden, 
and to inform you that copies will be forwarded to the Government of India and to Her 
Majesty's Secretary of State for India. 

2. I am at the same time desired to intimate to you that Brigadier Coghlan, who is 
now in Bombay, has been requested to favour Government with his opinion as to what 
would be a suitable and acceptable gift to King Theodore as an acknowledgment of his 
liberal and friendly conduct in connection with the late Mr. Plowden. 

| | iavc fcc 

(Signed) ’ H. L. ANDERSON. 
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[nciosure 6 in No. 692. 

The Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, to Brigadier Cog hi an. 

Sir, Bombay Castle, February 12, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour, by direction of the Honourable the Governor in Council, to 
forward copies of the letters noted in the margin* from Captain R. L. Playfair, Assistant 
Political Resident in charge of the Residency at Aden, and to request that you will have 
the goodness to favour Government with your opinion as to what would be a suitable and 
acceptable gift to King Theodore as an acknowledgment of his liberal and friendly conduct 
in connection with the late Mr. Plowden. , 

1 have, Ac. 

(Signed) H. L. ANDERSON. 


In closure 7 in No. 692. 

The Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, to the Secretary to the Government of India. 

Sir, Bombay Castle, February 12, 1861. 

WITH reference to paragraph 2 of the Government letter of the 20th of June last, 
relative to the repayment of the money given by King Theodore for the ransom 
of the late Mr. Plowden, I am directed by the Honourable the Governor in Council, to 
forward for submission to the Right Honourable the Governor-General of India in Council, 
copy of a communication with accompaniment, from the Assistant Political Resident in 
charge of the Residency at Aden, dated the 12th of January last, 

2. In forwarding this communication I am desired to state that Brigadier Coghlan, 
who is now in Bombay, has been requested to favour Government with his opinion as to 
what would be a suitable and acceptable gift to King Theodore, as an acknowledgment 
of his liberal and friendly conduct in connection with the late Mr. Plowden. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) H. L. ANDERSON. 


Inclosure 8 in No. 692. 


Brigadier Coghlan to the Chief Secretary to Government , Bombay. 


Sir, Bombay, February 26, 1861. 

IN reply to your letter No. 532 of 1861, I have the honour to state that aftercareful 
enquiry, I believe the following articles would form a suitable and appropriate gift to King 
Theodorus, in recognition of his generous conduct towards the late Mr. Plowden, Her 
Majesty's Consul in Abyssinia. The articles are undoubtedly the best adapted for the 
purpose procurable in Bombay ; they are as follows:— 

1. One large and one small gold embroidered carpet of Indian manufacture. Price 
demanded for both, 1,800 rupees. 

2. Two embossed silver cups (Surat make), 150 rupees. 

3. A Bohemian glass sherbet service, richly gilt, 500 rupees. 

The above articles are in the warehouse of Mr. Jaffer Suliman. Should Government 
decide on procuring them for the purpose indicated, I would suggest that a competent 
judge be consulted on the price demanded for the carpets. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) W. M. COGHLAN. 




Inclosure 9 in No. 692. 




The Chief Secretary to Government , Bombay, to the Rev. G. P. Badger, M.A. 

Sir, Bombay Castle, March 6, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour by direction of the Honourable the Governor in Council, to 
acknowledge the receipt of the letter from Brigadier W. M. Coghlan, dated the 26th 

* 1. Dated May 24, No. 79 of 1860 (see No. 648.) 2. Dated January 12, No. 10 of 1861, with Inclosure. 
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of February last, and to inform you that the articles therein-mentioned as a suitable and 
appropriate gift to King Theodorus are approved. 

2. I am at the same time desired to state that the Oriental Translator to Government 
will be requested to have the carpets appraised. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) H. L. ANDERSON. 


Inclosure 10 in No. 692. 

Resolution. 

ORDERED, that the accompanying copy of a letter from Brigadier W. M. Coghlan, 
dated the 26th of February last, be transferred to the Persian Department, with a request 
that the carpets may be appraised. 

Bombay Castle, March 6, 1861. 

(Signed) H. L. ANDERSON, Chief Secretary. 


Inclosure 11 in No. 692. 

Captain Playfair to the Chitf Secretary to Government , Bombay 

Sir, Aden, February 5, 1861. 

YESTERDAY I received letters from Massowah up to the 19th ultimo. They 
contain the highly gratifying information that the rebel chief and French protege, Dejaj 
Negoosie, has been taken prisoner by King Theodore, as also has the brother of the former, 
by name Tassamma. 

2. Several other chiefs of note have been either killed or captured, and one, by name 
Alaka Guahra Mikael, whom my informant styles “ the greatest liar and scoundrel in 
Abyssinia,” has had his tongue cut out by order of the Emperor. 

3. An amnesty has been granted to the troops of Dej^j Negoosie. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) R. L. PLAYFAIR. 


Inclosure 12 in No. 092. 

Captain Playfair to the Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Sir, Aden, February 13, 1861. 

IN continuation of my letter dated 5th instant, I have to report, for the information 
of his Excellency the Governor in Council, that the rebel Chief Dejaj Negoosie waa 
executed by the King of Abyssinia on the 12th ultimo at Tembien. 

2. Mr. Barroni has forwarded to Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs, under flying seal, to me, an autograph letter* from theKing, wherein His 
Majesty remarks, “ All those who murdered our friend Plowden, and killed Bell, have 
been exterminated by me, not one has escaped. I also entered Tigr6, where, in the plain 
of Axum, I seized the rebel Dejaj Negoosie, and defeated and exterminated his army.” 

2. This letter is dated previous to the execution of Negoosee. 

1 hare, Ac. 

(Signed) R. L. PLAYFAIR. 


[See Lord Russell's Minute, p. 384.] 


Inclosure 13 in No. 692. 

The Under-Secretary to the Government of India to the Chief Secretary to the Government of 

Bombay. 

gjy Fort William. February 27, 1861. 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 12th instant, 
and in reply to inform you that the Governor-General in Council entirely approves of the 

• Not received at Foreign Office. See docket on back of Acting Consul Barroni’a despatch of February 15, 
1861. 
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proceedings of the Bombay Government in regard to the instructions issued to Brigadier 
Coghlan, and desires that the acknowledgments of his Excellency in Council may be 
conveyed to His Majesty King Theodore for bis liberal and friendly conduct in connection 
with the late Mr. Plowden. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) C. U. A1TCHISON. 


No. 693. 

Dr. Beke to Lord J. Russell.—(Received April 22.) 

TOTB* «m n # , . Bekesboumc, Canterbury, April 20, 1861. 

IHhj limes of yesterday contains the following extract from the “ Bomba v 
Gazette " of the 27th March:_ ^ 

The ulterior object of the French ships of war at present in the Red Sea, is believed 
to be the occupation of a suitable port, which may serve as a coaling station, and other¬ 
wise facilitate the extension of the national influence in that quarter, and especially over 
Abyssinia." 

Public attention being thus directed to this important national question, nothing 
remains for me to do but to publish my " Letters to the Foreign Office and the Board of 
Trade," as I intimated my intention to do in my letter to your Lordship of the 21st of 
February last.* I beg leave to inclose a proof copy of my pamphlet, which has been some 
time in type, only waiting for the present letter to complete the series. 

In closing this correspondence, I have to reiterate the expression of my fervent hope 
that the British nation may not in the result be forced to atone (in my letter to Lord 
Palmerston of the 21st August, 1851f—the words of which I am here repeating—I said 
“ for present,” but I fear I must now say), for past neglect by the sacrifice of millions of 
treasure, and tens of thousands of human lives. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) CHARLES BEKE. 


No. 694. 


Circular, May 2, 1861. As to relation of Consuls to Her Majesty’s Missions. 


No. 696. 

Mr. Hankey to Lord J. Russell. 

*T°[n?n , , . , „ 7 » Mincing Lane, May 29, 1861. 

1 to forward herewith a Memorial addressed to your Lordship, ana sent to me 
with a letter to myself also inclosed, from Mr. T. W. Bell, a gentleman who has been for 
many years in the service of my house as one of the agents in the island of Grenada in 
the West IndieB, and who is a person of great respectability. 

Requesting your Lordship’s attention to the Memorial of Mr. Bell, 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) THOMSON HANKEY. 


Minute. 


I presume Captain Cameron may be instructed to look to this matter when he «roe» 
out, and that Mr. Hankey may be so informed. 


J. MURRAY. 
J. R. 


* 677. f No. 317. 


a 
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Indosure 1 in No. 695. 

Mr. T. W. Bell to Mr. Hankey. 

Sir, Grenada , Grenville , May 8, 1861. 

I MOST respectfully address you on a subject of much importance to me, and I feel 
assured the interest you take in your servants prompting me to apply to you sufficient to 
excuse me for the liberty I now take. I have therefore briefly to state I have forwarded 
by this mail a Memorial to Lord John Russell, a copy of which I herewith transmit, praying 
him to urge the British Government to make inquiry as to the effects and property that 
may belong to the estate of my late brother, John Thomas Bell, who was in the service of 
the King of Abyssinia, and met his death in avenging the murder of a Mr. Plowden, Her 
Britannic Majesty’s Consul in that kingdom. I therefore most respectfully pray your 
influential aid in my behalf, and addressing the Minister for Foreign Affairs, as you shall 
deem in your superior judgment advisable, which will, I am perfectly assured, tend very 
materially in attaining this desired object. I am led to believe that my brother was 
possessed of much wealth, and as next of kin, I consider I am justly entitled to his 
property, which, if I succeeded in obtaining, would be of very material benefit as I have a 
large family to provide for. Under these circumstances, I most humbly solicit your kind 
attention to this matter. 

(Signed) THOMAS WILLIAM BELL. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 695. 
Memorial. 



TO the Right Honourable the Lord John Russell, Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of 

State for the Department of Foreign Affairs, &c. 

The Memorial of Thomas William Bell, of the Island of Grenada, in the West 
Indies, Planter. 

May it please your Lordship, 

Your Memorialist is sole surviving brother of John Thomas Bell, who about twenty- 
six years ago entered into the service of King Theodore, and as I am informed and 
believe had attained to a position of high consideration about that Potentate, which 
tended to secure great and essential advantages for the subjects of Her Majesty in that 
country, and who met his death on the 24th day of October last in a sanguinary battle, 
waged, as I may say, expressly in the interests of the British nation, as is clearly shown 
by the annexed letter from Captain Playfair, Political Resident at Aden. 

2. That as your Lordship is doubtless aware, Mr. Plowden, Her Majesty's Consul for 
Abyssinia, was some time in last year cruelly murdered by savages under the orders of 
Dejjy Gerred, a rebel Chief of Tigto in Abyssinia, and that thenceforth my said late brother, 
John Thomas Bell, never ceased to exert all his influence with the King of Abyssinia 
until he had secured his friendly and powerful aid to avenge the death of Plowden, and 
bring his murderer to condign punishment, for which object, as will be seen in the 
letter marked A. King Theodore raised an army, and together with my said late brother 
commanding, they attacked and destroyed the rebels; in the fight the rebel Chief, Dejaj 
Gerred, Plowden’s actual murderer, was slain by my brother’s own hand; and he, alas, in 
his turn fell by the hand of Dejaj Gerred’s brother. 

3. In letters received by me from time to time, my late brother stated that he had 
a family of two or three children, and that he was Governor over thirteen provinces under 
the King of Abyssinia. Your Lordship will readily conceive that, both as the natural 
guardian of his children and as heir-at-law to my late brother, it becomes my bounden 
duty to look after the interests and welfare of his family. And under the circumstances 
of the case, it will be impossible for me to do bo without the intervention and assistance 
of Her Majesty’s Government, which has never yet been withheld from any, even the 
most humble of her subjects. And I respectfully ask that assistance from your Lordship 
at this time, feeling quite assured that the facts stated, and the peculiar position in which 
I am placed, will be found to merit, and will receive your Lordship’s most favourable 
consideration. 

(Signed) THOMAS WILLIAM BELL. 
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Incloeure 3 in No. 695. 

Captain Playfair to Mr. T. W. Bill. 

Sir, Aden, February 8, 1861. 

I HAVE been compelled to open the inclosed letter to ascertain the address of the 
writer. It was returned to me from Massowah. 

I need hardly tell you, for I presume you must, ere this, have heard of the most 
melancholy death of your brother, who perished in his endeavour, in conjunction with 
King Theodore, to avenge the death of their mutual friend Plowden. 

The circumstances are briefly as follows:— 

On the 24th of October, the advanced guard of the King's army, under his personal 
command, and accompanied by your brother, found Dejaj Gerred, the murderer of Plowden, 
strongly posted in the Haldoha mountains with 2,000 followers. Without awaiting the 
arrival of reinforcements the King at once gave battle, and a desperate mel^e ensued. 
Your brother with his own hand slew Gerred, but was almost immediately after killed by 
the brother of that chieftain, who in his turn fell by the King's sword. The enemy was 
entirely routed, and Theodore, to avenge the death of his two friends, executed 150 of the 
immediate followers of Gerred. 

Since then, I have received fnrther information from Abyssinia, to the effect that 
Dejaj Negoosie, the rebel Prince of Tigrtf, has been made prisoner by Theodore. Your 
poor brother’s death is sincerely deplored by all interested in Abyssinian affairs, over 
which he exercised a moat salutary influence. 

If I can be of any service to you I beg that you will command me. 

I remain, &c. 

(Signed) R. L. PLAYFAIR. 


No. 696. 

Mr. Murray to Mr. Han key. 


Sir, Foreign Office, June 7, 1861. 

I AM directed by Lord John Russell to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
29th ultimo, inclosing a request from Mr. Thomas William Bell that Her Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment will take steps to ascertain what has become of the effects and property of his late 
brother Mr. John Thomas Bell, who w r as in the service of the King of Abyssinia and who 
met his death in endeavouring to punish the murderer of Mr. Consul Plowden. 

His Lordship desires me to inform you that Captain Cameron, who is about to proceed 
to Massowah as Her Majesty’s Consul, will be instructed to make proper inquiries in 
regard to this matter. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 697. 

Mr. Murray to Consul Cameron. 

(No. 5.) 

Sir, % Foreign Office , June 7, 1861. 

I AM directed by Lord John Russell to transmit to you herewith a copy of a letter 
from Mr. Thomas William Bell,* requesting that steps may be taken to ascertain what has 
become of the effects and property of his late brother, Mr. John Thomas Bell, who was in 
the service of the King of Abyssinia, and who met his death in endeavouring to punish the 
murderers of Mr. Consul Plowden; and I am to instruct you to use yonr best efforts to 
obtain the information required by Mr. Bell’s family and to report the result of your 
inquiries with as little delay as possible. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY, 


* Incloture 1 in No. 695. 


r 
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No. 698. 

Jn , Mr. Colquhouu to Lord J. Rust'll.—(Received June 14.) 

(.No. 49.) 

My mvi? k j . . „ , A Alexandria, June 6, 1861. 

*° a ^ u< * e ^e proceedings of the French squadron about 
he southern part of the Red Sea, where the Commodore has of late been very active. 

1 he ostensible reason for this activity has been an endeavour to bring home to 
certain indmduals, and particularly to one Shermaki, who for some time has been 
Governor of Zeila a small place and harbour on the African coast, at the entrance of the 
^ ra T lts Bab-el-Mandel, a charge of having murdered, some time ago (June 1859) 
M. Lambert, a French Consular Agent at Aden. ' ' 

At the time of Lambert’s death, Brigadier Coghlan, the Resident at Aden, proceeded 
to the spot, and made a most careful examination into all the circumstances of the case: 
he came to the conclusion that Lambert had met bis death by drowning, in endeavouring 
to reach knd from his buggalow, which had struck on a reef near the Mussah Islands. 
VVith this conviction, the Resident made a full report to the then French Agent and 
Consul-General in Egypt, M. Sabatier, which was transmitted to his Government and 
acknowledged with thanks. 

Tie Acting Political Resident, Captain Playfair, will of coarse have kept his Depart- 
ment fully informed of the recent acts of the French squadron. I need not, therefore 
allude further to them, nor to the many reports of the anxiety of the French to eet a 
tooting m the Red Sea. 6 

The result of the frequent visits of the French vessels to the coast of Africa has 
been the arrest of old Shermaki and five or six others, of whom it is said two had 
confessed to having taken part in the murder, instigated thereto by Shermaki; and the 
appointment of an individual as Shermaki’s successor by the French Commodore. 

The French steam-ship “Somme,” having these prisoners on board, arrived at 
.Jeddah, in the hopes of inducing the Governor of that place to take charge of the 
prisoners till they could be sent to Constantinople. The Governor, however, declined to 
have anything to do with them as prisoners. While pourparlers were being carried on, 
Shermaki, who was an old man, and whose altered circumstances as prisoner on board a 
man-of-war, &c., were very trying, sunk under the pressure on his mind, 
i x. The Yicomte de Langle’g chief object in visiting Jeddah being thus frustrated he 
left for Aden and Bourbon on the 28th ultimo. 

My letters from both Jeddah and Aden seem to consider the charge of murder as 
disproved, and declare the general opinion to be that the accused are innocent, and that 
unfair measures have been used to get up the case. 

Abyssinia ** * nterest * n £ po * nt ™ r a secernent, being cne of the principal outlets of 

. P ld 8her “ al « is represented to me as having been always a friendly well-disposed 
Chief to us. r 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ROBERT G. COLQUHOUN. 


No. 699. 


Lord J. Russell to Mr. Grey. 


(No. 69.) 

® ir » x TkTmnc.Ti - . . Foreign Office, June 14, 1861. 

I INCLOSE, for your information, copy of a despatch from Her Majesty’s Agent 
and Consul-General at Alexandria, relative to the proceedings of the French in the Red 
Sea.* 


I am, &c. 

(Signed) BUSSELL. 


* No. 698. 
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No. 700. 

Acting Consul Barroni to Lord J. Russell.—(Received June 27.) 


My Lord, Massowah , March 28,1861. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt, on the 27th instant, of your Circular 
despatch of the 8th December 1860, respecting the course to he pursued for the renewal 
of passports granted by the Secretary of State to persons holding certificate of naturaliza¬ 
tion as British subjects, and shall act in accordance with the instructions contained in 
that despatch. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) R. BARRONI. 


No. 701. 

Sir F. Rogers to Mr. Hammond.—(Received June 29.) 

Sir, Downing Street, June 29, 1861. 

1 AM directed by the Duke of Newcastle to transmit to you, to be laid before Lord 
John Russell, the copy of a despatch from the Govemor-in-Chief of the Windward 
Islands with one from the Lieutenant-Governor of Grenada, inclosing a memorial to his 
Lordship from Mr. T. William Bell, a resident in the Colony. 

His Grace desires me to request that you will move his Lordship to cause inquiry to 
be made into the fete of Mr. John T. Bell’s family, and the disposal of any property which 
may have been left by Mr. Bell. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) FREDERIC ROGERS. 


Minute. 


Inform that Capta 
not already Baid so ?) 


in Cameron, who is shortly going out, will be instructed. 


(Have we 
J. M. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 701. 

Governor Hincks to the Duke of Newcastle. 

Lord Duke, Windward Islands, Barbados, May 11 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to trausmit to your Grace the copy of a despatch from Lieutenant- 
Governor Kortright, inclosing a memorial to the Right Honourable Lord John Russell, 
Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, from Mr. Thomas W. Bell, 
now a recruit in the Colony of Grenada. 

I have, Ac. 

' (Signed) F. HINCKR 


Inclosure 2 in No. 701. 

Lieutenant-Governor Kortright to Governor Hincks. 

Rir, Government Office, Grenada, May 4, 1861. 

I TRANSMIT to you a letter I have received from Mr. Thomas W. Bell to which 
is annexed a memorial to the Right Honourable Lord John Russell. Mr. Bell is a native 
of Malta, and has been some years resident in this Colony where by his energy and activity 
he has acquired some property. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) C. H. KORTRIGHT. 
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Indosure 3 in No. 701. 

Memorial addressed to Lieutenant* Governor Kortright . 

To his Excellency Cornelius Henderickson Kortright, Esauire, Lieutenant-Governor and 

Commander-in-Chief in and over the Island of Grenada and its Dependencies, Ac. 

May it please your Excellency. 

IT may have come to your Excellency’s knowledge that some time in last year 
Mr. Plowden, Her Most Gracious Majesty’s Consul for Abyssinia, was cruelly murdered 
by savages, rebels against the King Theodore of that country. My late brother John 
Thomas Bell who had been in the service of that Potentate twenty-six years, and who held 
a very high confidential post there, induced the King to raise an army for the purpose of 
avenging Plowden’s death, and a fight took place on the 24th of last October, in which 
Dejaj Gerred, Plowden’s actual murderer, wa9 slain by my brother’s own hand, but ray poor 
brother was immediately afterwards killed, as will appear in the letter of Captain Playfair, 
copy of which is annexed to my memorial to the Foreign Secretary. 

I have now to solicit your Excellency’s kind and powerful advocacy with Her Majesty’s 
Government with the view to an inquiry being made as to the existence and circumstances 
of any family which may be of my late brother in Abyssinia and for the due protection of 
their lives and such property as may belong to them, and any further advice and recom¬ 
mendations which may in your Excellency’s better judgment be deemed proper to be done 
under the circumstances. 

And I shall ever remain your Excellency's obliged and very humble Servant, 

(Signed) THOMAS WILLIAM BELL 


Inclosure 4 in No. 701. 
Memorial addressed to Lord J. Russell. 
[See Inclosure 2 in No. 695.] 


Inclosure 5 in No. 701. 

Captain Playfair to Mr. T. W. Bell, February 8, 1861. 
[See Inclosure 3 in No. 695.3 


No. 702. 

Mr. Murray to Sir F. Rogers. 

Sir, Foreign Office, July 4, 1861. 

1 AM directed by Lord J. Russell to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
29th ultimo,* forwarding an application from Mr. Thomas W. Bell, of Grenada, in which 
he requests that steps may be taken to ascertain the fete of the family and what has become 
of the effects of the late John Thomas Bell, who had been in the service of the King of 
Abyssinia, and who was killed in an attempt to bring to justice the murderers of the late 
Mr. Consul Plowden; and I am to request that you will state to the Duke of Newcastle 
that Captain Cameron, who is about to proceed to Massowah as Her Majesty’s Consul, 
has already been instructed, on application from Mr. Thomson Hankey, to make enquiry 
into all the circumstances connected with the late Mr. Bell’s death. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAT. 


6 H 


No. 701. 
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No. 703. 


Consul Cameron to Lord J. Russell.—(Received July 5.) 

My Lord, Laurel Lodge , Sunninghill, Berks , July 4, 1861. 

[ HAVE the honour to report that I have been absent from my post as Her Majesty’s 
Consul at Massowah, during the quarter ending 30th June last, by your Lordship’s 
permission. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed; C. DUNCAN CAMERON. 


No. 704. 

Acting Consul Barroni to Lord J. Russell.—(Received July 17.) 

My Lrf)rd, Massowah , May 18, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to offer to your Lordship the following informations. 

The French vessel “ La Somme ” arrived here on the 3rd instant, and on the 5th, 
having on her board the French Consul resident in this Island, sailed for Disse, where her 
Commodore inspected that port, inquired about all that was done by Her Majesty’s ship 
“ Hornet ’* during her stay in that place, offered a barrel of gunpowder and a musket to 
the Seik of that Island, went to Adoolis, returned to Disse, and on the next morning 
departed for Hodeidah. 

The people of Disse believe that their Island has been sold to France by their Seik. 

These informations are true and correct, being received by a man I sent to Disse 
on the l()th instant, to know the proceedings of “La Somme’s” Commodore in that 
quarter. 

1 have, See. 

(Signed) R. BARRONI. 


No. 706. 

Acting Consul Barroni to Lord J. Russell.—(Received July 29.) 

My Lord, Massowah , July 2, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt on the 30th of June ultimo, of your 
Lordship's circular despatch of the 2nd May last, addressed to Captain Cameron, Her 
Britannic Majesty’s Consul, and beg to inform your Lordship that, during the absence 
of the English Consul, I will strictly follow your Lordship’s orders in that despatch 
contained. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) R. BARRONI. 


No. 706. 

Acting Consul Barroni to Lord J. Russell.—(Received August 19.) 

My Lord, Massowah, June 25, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt on the 14th instant of your Lordship’s 
despatch, dated the 11th of April last,* and in reply I beg humbly to state that I will avail 
myself of your Lordship’s kind permission to proceed to Adowab, when King Theodore 
returns to that place to have an interview with him. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) R. BARRONI. 


Consul Cameron to Lord J. Russell.—(Received August 19.) 

(Separate.) 

My Lord, 15, Marlborough Villas , Richmond , August 17, 1861, 

I HAVE the honour to state that I have just seen the Rev. Mr. Sterne, who has 
been absent in Ireland. That gentleman confirms what Lord Elphinstone advanced in his 
late interview with Lord Wodehouse, vi z.: That it would be desirable to transmit the 
King of Abyssinia some acknowledgment for the two hundred pounds which he paid for 
the ransom of Mr. Consul Plowden after the latter had been wounded, and which he has 
officially refused to receive back as a debt. 

Mr. Sterne adds that if this were accompanied by a letter of thanks to the King for 
his conduct towards our late representative, my relations with that Potentate might be 
materially facilitated. 

The present which, according to Mr. Sterne, would be most acceptable to the King, 
would be a small machine for making powder. 

I would beg most respectfully to submit this question for your Lordship’s considera¬ 
tion, and to report my readiness to start for my new post, when it shall have been 
decided. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) C. DUNCAN CAMERON. 


Minutes . 

Instead of a powder machine, would not a double-barrelled rifle and a brace of re¬ 
volvers be the better present, and more portable ? 

E. HAMMOND. 


Yes. 

R. 


I was present at the interview of Lord Elphinstone with Lord Wodehouse. 

Lord Elphinstone strongly recommended that a present should be given to the 
King of Abyssinia in testimony of our recognition of his successful efforts to punish 
the murderers of the late Consul Plowden, and it was agreed that Captain Cameron 
should write and bring the matter forward officially, after ascertaining what would be 
a suitable present. 

August 19, 1861. J. MURRAY. 


No. 708. 

From Admiralty , August 23, 1861. 


No. 709. 

Mr. Hammond to Consul Cameron. 

Sir, Foreign Office , August 31, 1861. 

I AM directed by Earl Russell to transmit to you, for your information, a copy of a 
letter from the Admiralty,* inclosing a Report from Commander Dayman, of Her Majesty’s 
ship “ Hornet,” in regard to his proceedings in the Red Sea. 

I am, Ac. 


(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 
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No. 710. 

Consul Cameron to Mr. Hammond.—(Received October 28.) 


(Separate.) 

Sir, 14, St. James's Square , London , October 23, 1861. 

BEING anxious to take with me Memoranda of the most important portions of the 
correspondence which has passed between the Government and my late predecessor in 
Abyssinia, as a guidance for myself in case of the records of the Consulate being defec- 
tive, as well as to supply any deficiency in the latter, which most probably exists, I would 
beg most respectfully to suggest that, if possible, the various despatches on either side may 
be entrusted to me for a short time, in order that I may make the requisite extracts. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) C. DUNCAN CAMERON. 


Minute. 

May come to the office and make the copies. 

, E. HAMMOND. 


No. 711. 

Rarl Russell to Consul Cameron. 

(No. 6.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, November 13, 1861. 

THE Queen having learnt that the King of Abyssinia paid a ransom for the late 
Mr. Consul Plowden, and Her Majesty being desirous of making some acknowledgment 
for the kindness shown by the King to one of her officers, she has directed that a suitable 
present should be sent through you to the King; and I therefore transmit to you a rifle 
and a pair of revolver pistols, which you will deliver to the King as soon after your arrival 
in Abyssinia as you have an opportunity of doing so. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) RUSSELL. 


[See further despatch, February 22, 1862, No. 724.] 


No. 712. 

Acting Consul Barroni to Earl Russell.—(Received November 14.) 

My Lord, Massowah, September 8, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that, according to intelligence received 
from Abyssinia, it is probable that King Theodore will send, at the end of October next, 
presents and an Abyssinian Embassy to Her Majesty ; and begging most respectfully to 
refer you to my humble note of the 23rd January last,® in which was inclosed a letter 
received from King Theodore, regarding the subject in question, 1 am still in expectation 
of vour Lordship’s instructions for my rule and guidance. 

I have. &c. 

(Signed) R. BARRONI. 


Minute. 

Cannot give any instructions till we hear further. 


No. 713. 

Mr. Murray to Consul Cameron. 

(No. 7.) Foreign Office, November 16, 1861. 

I AM directed by Earl Russell to state to you that he has received a despatch from 
Acting Consul Barroni, dated Massowah the 8th September last.f reporting that it was 

• No. 682. t No. 712. 
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probtble that the King Theodore would send a mission to this country, and requesting to 
be furnished with instructions upon the subject; and I am to state to you that his Lord¬ 
ship cannot give any instructions until he receives further information as to such 
mission. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 714. 

^ Oonsul Cameron to Earl Russell.—(Received November 20.) 

(Sepuata.) 

My Lord 14, St. James's Square, London , November 16, 1861. 

I HAV& the honour to acknowledge your Lordship’s despatch of the 13th instant, 
accompanying a present of a rifle and revolvers for the King of Abyssinia, to express my 
regret that a parting visit to my friends prevented my replying to it sooner; and to state 
that I am in readiness to leave England immediately. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) C. DUNCAN CAMERON. 


No 715. 

Consul Cameron to Earl Russell.—(Received November 20.) 

(Separate.) 

My Lord, 14, St. James's Square, November 18, 1861. 

1 HAY L the honour to acknowledge your Lordship’s despatch of the 16th instant,* 
informing me of a projected mission of the King of Abyssinia to this country, and to 
assure your Lordship that I shall lose no time, after my arrival in Abyssinia, in obtaining 
information on the subject. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) C. DUNCAN CAMERON. 


No. 716. 

Consul Cameron to Earl Russell.—(Received November 20.) 

^UAvij *. , London , November 18, 1861. 

i HAVh the honour to transmit my account, amounting to 373/. 11#., for the 
entire expense of my Report on the Caucasus forwarded this day. 

A glance at the index will show that I have endeavoured to master the subject as far 
as possible. 

My own means of travelling while in the Caucasus were of course limited. But on 
receiving your Lordship’s telegram, asking me whether I would wish to accept the 
Consulate of Abyssinia, I determined to proceed at once to Tiflis, in order at least to 
obtain such general information as might be expected from me after a residence of two 
years in the country. 

Afterwards a series of circumstances enabled me to pass further: and I availed 
myself of a liberality on the part of the Russian Government, which I knew would be 
short-lived. 

My pay at that time was 400/. a-year; but I undertook the expense of the journey 
to Daghestan and along the Caspian in the hope that the information I might gather 
would be sufficiently valuable to justify your Lordship’s assisting me in paying my 
travelling expenses. n e J 

On reaching England the indulgence of your Lordship gave me time to put my 
gatherings m shape; but the Russian sources of information in my hands were so great, 
and the mass of scattered material in general so large, that I found myself, as it were! 
under the necessity ot making an entire Report on the Caucasian Viceroyalty, or leaving 
blanks which would only produce confusion. 

Whatever are my shortcomings—and I feel they are many—let me assure your 
Lordship this work is honestly done. 1 spared myself no trouble which could make it 

* No. 713. 
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acceptable to my views of what it ought to be; and if the sum asked for seems large, I 
can only state that it was actually spent, and that I studied economy so far as was 
possible in such a task. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) C. DUNCAN CAMERON. 


Minutes. 

Inform him that, as the journey was undertaken at his own account, the expenses of 
it cannot be allowed. Lord Russell will, however, be disposed to make him some present 
as a mark of approbation of his Report. 

E. HAMMOND. 


Two hundred pounds will be given to his agent for his Report 

J. MURRAY. 


Inclosure in No. 716. 

Account of Expenses incurred in collecting Materials for the Report on the Caucasus, 

and drawing up the same. 


To travelling expenses during a journey of 151 days, at 1/. .. .. 

Presents and various fees for verbal information, as well as privately-obtained 
returns ; purchase of books and official Russian publications 

Assistance in compiling and translating from the Russian, the following 
papers, vis.:— 

1. Materials for statistical tables of the Caucasus, amounting to 

10J4 printed small pica sheets, at 4/. .. .. 

2. Materials for Return and list referring to educational statistics, 

f$ sheets, at 6 L .. .. .. • • • • 

3. Materials for statement concerning the Transcaucasian Deposit, 

Loan and Savings Bank, &c., and an eighth year of its transactions, 
1^ sheets, at 5/. .. •• .. •• • • 

4. Materials for Report on the Russian army in the Caucasus, vis.:— 

(a) Army List, 1{J sheets 

(b) Table of the effective of the Russian army in the Caucasus.. 

(c) Rise and progress of the military colonies in the Caucasus, 

4} sheets, at 5/. • • 

6. Topography of Tshetahnia, 5A sheets at 5/... 

6. Materials of an alphabetical list of principal plaoee in the Caucasus 

7. Materials for Commercial Report, Iff sheets 

8. Materials for returns of shipping imports, &c. 

Fair copy and paper of General Report .. .. •• •• 

Ditto, ditto. Annexes— 

Two statistical tables.. .. .. .. 

Educational return and list .. .. .. •• 

Transcaucasian Bank and its eight years’ operations 
Army list •• .. .. .. 

Table of the effective of the army .. .. 

Rise and progress of the Russian military colonies.. 

Topography of Tshetahnia .. • • .. . • 

Returns of shipping, imports, exports, kc. 

Alphabetical list of principal places 

Compiliation and tracing of general map of the Caucasus, and a special 
map of Tshetahnia . 


Total 


£ 

9. 

d. 

151 

0 

0 

31 

17 

6 

43 

15 

0 

4 

13 

9 

5 

12 

6 

9 

13 

9 

4 

14 

0 

20 

12 

6 

25 

18 

9 

4 

0 

0 

8 

15 

0 

3 

0 

0 

33 

17 

2 

4 

4 

0 

1 

3 

6 

2 

12 

0 

1 

14 

8 

2 

0 

6 

3 

4 

8 

4 

8 

0 

0 

11 

3 

1 

2 

6 


£ a. d. 


182 17 6 


130 15 3 




54 18 3 


5 0 0 


(Signed) 


.. .. 373 li 0 

C. DUNCAN CAMERON. 


No. 717. 

Consul Cameron to Earl Russell.—(Received December 28.) 

My Lora, London , November 18, 1861. 

IN transmitting the accompanying report,* with its index, I would beg to state in the 
first place, that my object in making it on so large a scale was to furnish any future officer 

• Report on the Caucasus. 2 vols., MS. 
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who might be employed in the Caucasus with so compendious an account of mrwthSiuv 
toradee^fth/raain ™ nnill 8 thr °ugh1t, he would et once be in . potion 

aa yjs E work or . HC h JoScu 

th . • by y lf ’ 11 "*■ onl y b Y dint Of much trouble that I mastered 

E \ h T ***** "~rds are so scattered, whero inf^ 

stand o^^ai o? it L n‘ Umen " 'r* d T" 0ter of which 19 <» varied, that to under- 
remainder ^ by ”° me ““ ,mpI,ea ,hat - vou k "°" “ything whatever of the 

In the event, too of another demand on their services by Russm thev will have t,» 
be far more ferrly dealt with, and Russia must above all things learo to nav hriTa! 
other^rwhsed nations, for the supply of her troops, or the d,Intent wffl [^serious * 

The rnfil n L the r? UrC ( ^ eor ? ,a ! 18 Shaved well, but the others indifferently 

c *“' ™ d ^ “■ 5®, sss,t 
arr ssnssat 

,k *“I ™* 11 —i~-Si 

*> '«“»'• *■ ~ - 

together, never exceeded 20,000 ’ ishetshens and Lesghians 

Her ‘S** ° f Russia J° *L tain the Iatter ob j ect are ver y wel > judged. 

Her leading men, and where possible, the subordinates in tbfnew province, are 













judiciously selected. Melikoff, the chief, without being a man of genius; or even of great 
grasp of mind, is shrewd, active, and possessed of good common sense ; unfortunately, 
like most Georgians of his age, his education is defective, but his strong sense and firmness 
of character help him through. 

The next man of importance in Daghestan, General Lazareff, is an Armenian of 
middle stature. Entering the army about eighteen years ago, he was constantly employed 
in the mountains, when he gave himself up to the study of native character and customs. 
His knowledge of these, together with a commanding person, stentorian voice, and a 
certain imperiousness of bearing, give him great influence over the mountaineers. I heard 
him often descanting with these excitable savages, as it seemed on system, as to their 
superiority to the emasculated Turks, and the manner in which his sonorous pra cs were 
received, showed how ready they might one day be, to be put to the test. 

If ever there is a war with Turkey or Persia, and Daghestan is still quiet, Lazareff 
will make himself felt. 

The next personage of consequence is Loris Melikoff, Governor of Derbend. Loris 
Melikoff is a noble Armenian, educated at St. Petersburg!), and perfected in war adminis¬ 
tration and diplomacy in the able school of Woronzoff, to whose staff he was attached, after 
having gained high honours during his earlier studies. He first brought his name to notice 
at Kars, of which he was left in charge after the capitulation, and when his diplomacy 
most skilfully baffled that of my brother officers sent from Erzeroum to report on Russian 
proceedings. Loris Melikoff has risen rapidly since. He is of the new school, passionately 
devoted to the destiny of Armenia, whom he hopes to see independent both of Russia and 
Turkey. 

11 is great ambition is to be Ambassador at Constantinople, where his Philo-Armenian 
tendencies might enable him under certain contingencies to play a singular part. 

Subtle, witty, polished, possessed of much superficial reading, and a great flow of 
language, not so much sound as plausible, both firm and courageous on occasion, but yet 
preferring to gain his end by suavity or intrigue, with a wonderful facility of accommodating 
himself to all races, and a most accomplished linguist, he has chosen his present task as the 
one best suited to him, namely, that of coiling the folds of Russian protection round the 
half independent tribes of the Caspian, and pacificating the wild mixed population of 
Derbend. 

'Fhe only had choice among the chiefs was said to be Yevdokimoff, whose corruption 
and rapacity are no less noted than his military ability. 

Forts are at the same time being planned, one is said to be at Bejit, near the 
Lesghian line, another to be erected on the summit ot the mountain Gunib, the scene of 
Shamil's capture. Its top is about 2,000 or 3,000 feet high, being a large well-watered 
and wooded plateau of some miles in extent, inaccessible, except on one side, where 
50,000 pouds of corn can he grown in one season, and where there are two villages, w ill be 
one of the curiosities of military art. 

There are other forts being built or strengthened, especially in Avaria, and these are 
to be linked together with roads which are being constructed with great rapidity, there 
being 20,000 soldiers employed in Daghestan summer and winter. 

There were to be two principal roads over the mountains, one from Zakatal and the 
other from Kadori on the Lesghian line; and if this energy should be continued the boast 
of General Melikoff will be verified in which he told me that, if he could keep the 
mountaineers quiet for two years more, he would make the Caucasus as accessible to 
English families as Switzerland. 

There was & road also b&ng cut out of the rock from Gunib to Temir-khan-shura, 
ten versts of which had been finished last year with a rapidity which gave me a higher 
idea of Russian energy than l ever possessed before. 

Commerce too is being allowed to play its part in quieting the country. Embargoes 
on trade have been removed reducing the Tartars on the coast from a smuggling to a 
peaceful community; and the further to advance the ends of trade an artificial port, 
extending about 250 sajenes into the sea, was being erected, at a cost of 400,000 roubles, 
at Petrovski, the nearest shipping place to Temir-khan-shura the seat of Government, 
where a trading community, composed principally of Persians, Tartars, and Armenians, 
had already established itself, who carried on traffic for the supply of the troops and 
mountaineers in the interior, at once from Nijni Novgorod on the Russian side, and 
Mazandaran on that of Persia. 

The population of Temir-khan-shura, including, however, the garrison, is already 
about 4.000: that of Petrovski, between 2,000 and 3,000. 

A subtly-devised internal policy is at the same time sapping the independence of the 
leading men of the country by presents, orders, and pensions. Thus, when 1 was at 
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. m ».ui« kiuq OI me once powertul family which at one* 

defied Turkey and Russia, and laid Georgia under regular tribute, was invested with the 

*&**£&& A ^t CarapShip 0f thc ^1*™-th«’p^n^m e 

hitoihe h£h posteiie bad been quite prepared to appreciate by a previous initiation 
into the high and luxurious civilization of the Court of St. Petersburg!). V 

ehW^ dl f 0ni K D k 0 ^ the is in Iike manner being effected by a judicial system the 

Koran*on which^h * f!‘ adua ] ,y * u PP r f 8 the lariat, or theocratic law. taken 7 from the 
ran on which Shamil s system of amalgamation was built, and supplant it by the Adet 

Z2TST V Sage * thrOU * h rude representative Councils, whiclV in ffict untU 

S XZ'ZSff * prcvailins throughout the,e and which tendcd 

f° tb these ’ h °*eyer, «? superseded, on occasion, by the President of the Council 
WSy8 ? Ruaa,an . offieCT » ‘he rest of the Court consists of a certain number of 
elders or wo of we.ght with a .ingle Kadi to represent the sacred Shariat f 

of J « ‘his admirable system may at once be brought to a dead lock by a single act 
m * Sln 5 le ““turn* of spoliation by those in authority, or a single ilMevised 

»hi to . wou “ d the susceptibilities of this high-spirited people whose 

mflanmable nature has already been attested, when, in 1840, the whole sibmiS 
ountain population rose in arms at a moment of apparent profound quiet. 

f^ n ' V SU , C k CeSR u of the stdl “'dependent Tcherkesses must be calculated to produce an 

aSf ne,BhbOUre ; , N T i8 u '> ui,e -possible that another Ci™ 

terrible mwb^ of th«Th P ™f C,P ’ b * en 0rRani8cd in Tsh '“<hnia, and the 
aaa „‘f ™ c V lne 7 Shariat was again to be brought into action to ensure union 

agal t ® at , thc e ‘hough 1 doubt whether it hud much success. 

hv n " ' °?,’ of , B disturbance among the mountaineers, which I have shown to be 

feS' ^,T er °?T a> a9 rcsards workin e »*** beyond her 
frontiers, with their aid, will be exactly what it was in 1855. 

simnlJ ? i y con S, uered country remain quiet, the accession to her powers will be 
w* 1 have said ' and .‘ he *dea, so confidently advanced by the Continental journals 
after the late successes of Russia, of Prince Bariatynski,marching down upon India RrsT or 

Uni rke ,V h a h0rdC 0f 8avages in his wake - a ‘ <>““ ho dismissed as visional 

able towhsTh ° r "nT 8 ^ re $r Dt *’ to0 ’ more ra P id >y tha “ 1 suspect sR 
able to do, what she will have gained will be little better than a rabble. P 

and ha- 6 hprtim \ 1C regular arm >> 1 may add, was not altogether satisfactory when I left 

Wha,^SurikT 1 1° r ce ’ u the " crea8 ' n 8 excitement on the serf quest! Bui 
rnmlw P ! J was th „ c Prevalence of revolutionary sentiments among officers 

S whi^d* pe , « norance ° f wl >at they ought to have when a revolution shall haw 

..„. Tb f e n,en read Herzen, and the trash of thc French socialists, till they become 
JT f hat fh msa ? e: and ' destitute as they are of sound political learning, my own impression 

S ; ha ‘ h r r , f q 1 est,0 r e 0nly the be 8 innin B of ‘ho difficulties of Russia, and that there 
wh , h h f 1 8 ‘ ru 8g'c for power, among the half-educated classes to which they belong 
Which may be productive of the most frightful results y 8 ’ 

part. th ‘ S Ca8e the C ° mpaCt 8nd 8eparatC ar,,,y of the Caucasus may play a singular 

, t t '! 1 n St „ b< L rem< i mb 7 ed > tha ‘ ‘he Cossacks of thc line have to a great extent been 
recruited both by po meal malcontents and Starovires—the Puritans of the Greek Church 

leader 'Y*" kn ° wn ’ 8hook «•"»" of Catherine II, unto 

leader Poukatcheff, m the last century, and already trained in arms, may possibly come 

TheiRnvR! 1 ? aS i he Irons ‘des of a Caucasian military revolt, if an opportunity offers 
here have been disorders among the Cossack settlements lately. 

_ , uioog the inclosures will be found one giving an historical summary of the gradual 

d a ?! | of . Ru381a * n the Caucassus, and the growth of her military colonies. This^I have 
compded with much care, because I believe it to be a political disideratum. 

there is no such history on a subject which so much concerns us in English and the 

woX a 'most rk n h h| P !‘ Sh?d ^ , BaUn ‘” artcn . as weU as ‘he other, to which I have’ referred 
Canitr Sr S y ■ ml88ed - h J any offict ' r - militar y or diplomatic, going out to the 
u.~ l eTn e 4ZT “ S ” hiCh “ aVe been ccrtaiSy 

It would decidedly be impossible without some guide to have any idea of the recent 
bnlliunt campaigns of Prince Bariatynski, which I rn^elf, being in the neighbouS 

aa “ n “ na r , to ,f ra8p * r want °f data - Still more of the nuclei for future Russian settle^ 
ments, which have been recently established, and the number of which may lie gathered 
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partly from the list of principal places in the Caucasus, partly from the list of forts in 
Tshetshnia; also among the inclosures. 

The importance, indeed, of these military colonies on the future of the Caucasus can 
hardly he calculated. The traveller, in passing through the country, comes continually on 
villages, or in some instances towns of which he had never read, and probably never 
heard, containing, if of some standing, public buildings, hospitals, officers’ quarters, barracks, 
and schools even club-houses for the officers, on a large and substantial scale, containing a 
mixed society of the most agreeable character, the influence of which in Russianizing the 
neighbouring native families, be it said, is politically most valuable; and surrounded by 
cottages built quite as comfortably as those of Europe, and surrounded with small gardens, 
occupied hv Russian families, which he finds to be those of discharged soldiers from the 
regiments whose head-quarters are stationed there. 

This is not only on the North frontier line, where tbeir existence has long been 
known, but on the South and Caspian side. 

Of these are Manglise and Bieliclutch, both well-chosen strategically as bearing at 
once on Tiflis and the Turkish frontier, and healthy on the whole, as was proved by my 
meeting many old soldiers with the Paris medal of 1815; Dashlager, on the Caspian side, 
and Ts&rskie Kolodzzyin Kakheti. 

What between the accompanying map, where I have given dates of foundation as far 
possible, and the lists already mentioned, with the historical sketch any one interested 
would, I hope, be able to gather some information, or if it was his duty to find out the 
points in which I am defective. 

Besides these head quarters, however, all the towns, and even larger villages, which 
are habitually garrisoned by Russian troops, have somewhat of the same Russianized 
appearance, such as Tiflis,* Erivan, Alexandropol,f and Akhaltzek, to the south ; and 
the less known, but not inconsiderable towns of Shamagha, Nukha, and Derbend, where 
I was struck by the same fusion of a Russian character into these emphatic strongholds 
of Orientalism. 

The influence exercised by the half military Settlements can hardly be better eluci¬ 
dated than by Kizliar, near the Caspian, planted by Peter the Great, and now the nursery 
of vineyards,’so prolific that Imeritians from the other side of the Isthmus pass over there 
for labour during the vintage. 

I hardly know whether a military bias has led me to lay too great a value on the 
topography of Tshetshnia, and its practicable roads and paths, hut the document was 
published in a work intended exclusively for the information of Russian officials; its 
correctness is undoubted, and my only excuse, if it be thought superfluous, is, that 
when wanted at some future time, the information contained would be unattainable in 
England. 

When it was proposed, for instance, to send gun-boats in separate pieces to the 
Caspian during last war, a plan well thought of by some eminent naval men, the proposi¬ 
tion, if accepted, would have been wonderfully seconded by such details. 

But apart from this, the papers in question contain some curious particulars as to the 
rough manner in which Russia sometimes deal swith her refractor)' subjects, which I was 
unwilling should be lost. 

The only point on which anything more remains to be said is commerce. 

There can be little doubt that the war has given a stimulus to trade in the Caucasus. 
But this manifests itself not so much on the Black Sea side, where the inhabitants have 
been so long isolated from European intercourse, as on that of the Caspian and the 
adjacent Provinces, which have long been opened to Russia. 

A strong spirit of speculation seems, indeed, to have seized the whole of that part 
of the Russian dominions, caught, probably, from Moscow; and several Companies have 
been formed in the neighbourhood of the Caspian for different purposes, while emissaries 
are continually met, inquiring into the vegetable, mineral, or other wealth of the country. 

But Russian sjieculations are not successful. Of three Company’s establishments I 
visited, two for extracting naptha-oil at Baku, another for silk-throwing at Nakha, the 
first were doing nothing but spend money on German experiments and costly establish- 

• Tiflio i« the »«-at of on Agricultural Society, Chamber of Commerce, and a branch of the Geographical 
Society of St. Petersburg!). It being at present unprotected, it was said that it was to be surrounded by a chain 
of forts, to be k-guo this year. 

+ I regret that 1 was too much pressed on my return to risit this important military fortress; but it may be 
desirable to stair. for the benefit of those whom it may tome day interest, that a Report regarding it whs forwarded 
by Colonel Simmons, R.E., accompanied with o plan of the fort. I may add, that there was a con;entration of 
forces in tbit direction on the breaking out of the Italian war, which, however, afterwards died away. It is always 
stared and munitioned for a large army. 
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meats; the second, which had been established for some years in a most favoured 
country for its purpose, was granted the silk paid as import by no less than twenty 
villages, in order to assist it, the Government at the same time taking large shares, was 
unable, with all these advantages, to succeed. When I was there it was slowlv winding 
up its accounts; the shares sunk 25 per cent., and barely supported itself by giving 
lessons in silk-throwing to native girls, for which Government made them an allowance. 

The same, with many others established in the Caucasus with Government protec¬ 
tion, perhaps, indeed, in consequence of it, for the Government so frequently advances 
money to those whom it favours, that others who have not obtained any consider them¬ 
selves labouring under a weight of wrong which no exertion can remove: those who 
do, after having spent what they have received, too frequently collapse till they receive 
another supply. 

The trade of the Caspian has rapidly advanced, and will more so now that Daghestan 
is fairly opened to Russia; one of the results of this is the great extension of shipping 
on the Caspian and the Volga. My information on the latter is limited to hearsay, but 
is worthy of further examination. The increase would seem to have been such os 
considerably to shorten the distance between Russia and Astrakhan, while a line of 
steamers belonging to a Russian Company last year was only employed in transporting 
passengers and Government stores, facilitates the bearing down from Russia on Persia. 

At Baku (where an arsenal aud artificial harbour are being built), I was informed 
that the stock of arms, stores, and ammunition was not large, considering that it was a 
depot at once for Tiflis, the Caspian fleet, and the Russian Provinces touching on Persia. 
“ But," it was added, * as regards the latter country, we have no occasion to accumulate 
stores here; we can bring them down at a moment’s notice from Astrakhan.” 

It seems singular, but I may state in conclusion, that the industry of England is 
so little represented in the Caucasus, there there are only two educated Englishmen 
settled there, one as a farmer, the other an engineer. 

The latter lately introduced fourteen English workmen, who were well satisfied with 
their lot. 

But the country seems hardly known to mercantile men in England. There is, 
however, a great demand for English goods, especially cotton stuffs and tea, which are 
smuggled wholesale, not only by the Black Sea coast, but along the entire Persian and 
Turkish frontier from Poti to Baku. England could confer no greater boon, either on 
her own commerce, or on the people who, in spite of opposition, are still her customers, 
or better consult the true interests of Russia herself, than in persuading her to do away 
with the prohibitions which render a demoralizing traffic inevitable. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) C. DUNCAN CAMERON. 













Mr. Merit ale to Mr. Hamnund.—(Received January 1, 1862.) 


(Secret) 

Sir, India Office. December 31, 1861. 

I AM desired by Sir Charles Wood to forward to you, for the information of 
Earl Russell, the accompanying copy of a letter, and its mclosure, received from the 
Government of Bombay on the subject of the illicit traffic in fire-arms, &c., carried on in 
Abyssinia by M. Gerhard, the recently appointed Austrian Consul at Massowah, with a 
view to its being brought to the notice of the Austrian Ambassador in London, should 
his Lordship see fit to do so. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) HERMAN MERIVALE 


Inclosure 1 in No. 718. 

The Government of Bombay to Sir C. Wood. 

Sir. Bombay Castle , November 27, 1861. 

WE do ourselves the honour to forward, for such notice as Her Miyesty’s Govern¬ 
ment may deem proper to take, copy of a letter from the Assistant Political Resident in 
charge at Aden, dated the 3rd ultimo, inclosing a communication from Mr. Barroni, 
regarding an illicit traffic in fire-arms, Ac., carried on in Abyssinia by M. Gerhard, who 
is said to have been recently nominated ConBul for Austria at Massowah. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) GEORGE CLERK. 

H. W. REEVES. 

W. E. FRERE. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 718 


Captain Playfair to the Acting Secretary to Government , Bombay. 

Sir, Aden , October 3, 1861. 

I FORWARD, for the information of his Excellency the Governor in Council, copy 
of a letter which I received this day from Mr. R. Barroni. I do not see how it is 
possible for us to prevent the importation of arms into Abyssinia, or to interfere with 
M. Gerhard if he chooses to engage in such speculations; but I think that the Austrian 
Government would not sanction such proceedings on the part of one of its Consuls, and 
it might be advisable to bring the case to the notice of Her Majesty’s Government 
with a view to a communication being made to the Austrian Ambassador in London. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) R. L. PLAYFAIR. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 718. 


Mr. Barroni to Captain Playfair. 

Sir, Massowah, September 20, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that Mr. Bernard Gerhard, an agent of 
Messrs. Frisk and Co., that man of whom I wrote so much in my several notes of 1869, 
the same who delivered fire-arms and gunpowder to the rebel Dejaj Merret, as mentioned 
in my Report of the 26th June last, has been named Austrian Consul for Massowah; 
and as this gentleman persists to carry on his traffic of fire-arms and gunpowder, which 
he sends by contraband into Abyssinia in opposition to the orders issued out by 
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King Theodoras, I let you foresee the consequences of this proceeding if not stopped on 
his beginning. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) R. BARRONI. 


No. 719. 

Lord J. Rust el l to Lord Bloomfield. 

(No. 6.) 

My Lord, Foreign Office , January 7, 1862. 

I INCLOSE a copy of a letter which I have received from the India Department 
complaining of the part taken by the Austrian Consul in Abyssinia in the secret importa¬ 
tion of arms into that country, and I have to instruct your Excellency to take an 
opportunity of bringing Mr. Gerhard’s conduct to the notice of the Imperial Government. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) RUSSELL. 


- No. 720. 

Mr. Murray to Consul Cameron. 

(Separate.) 

Sir, Foreign Office , January 15, 1862. 

I AM directed by Earl Russell to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 18th 
of November last, inclosing your account, amounting to 373/. ID., of your expenses in 
preparing your Report on the Caucasus. 

1 am to state to you in reply that as your journey in the Caucasus was undertaken 
on your own account, the expenses of it cannot be allowed, but that his Lordship is willing 
to present you with the sum of 200/. ns a mark of his approbation of your Report. 

That sum will accordingly be paid to your agent in this office. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 721. 


Lord Bloomfield to Earl Russell.—(Received January 20.) 

(No. 20.) 

My Lora, Vienna , January 16, 1862. 

IN conformity with the instructions contained in your Lordship’s despatch No. 5 of 
the 9th instant, I have brought to the notice of Count Rechberg the information which 
has reached Her Majesty’s Government as to the part taken by the Austrian Consul in 
Abyssinia in the secret importation of arms into that country. 

His Excellency said he should immediately cause inquiries to be made into M. Gerhard’s 
conduct, and requested me to send him a memorandum on the subject, which I have done, 
and inclose a copy of the same herewith for your Lordship’s information. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) BLOOMFI ELD. 


Inclosure in No. 721. 

Memorandum. 

4 * 

MR. BERNARD GERHARD, agent of Messrs. Frisk and Co., has recently been 
appointed to the post of Austrian Consul at Massowah. 

Messrs. Frisk and Co. are known to have been in the habit of supplying fire-arms 
and gunpowder to the rebel Dejaj Merret; and Mr. Gerhard has since his appointment as 
Austrian Consul, continued, in his capacity of agent to the above-mentioned firm, to carry 
on this traffic in fire-arms and gunpowder; these contraband articles being introduced by 
Mr. Gerhard into Abyssinia in violation of the orders of King Theodoras. 
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Under these circumstances Her Majesty’s Government desire to bring to the notice 
of the Imperial Government the conduct of Mr. Gerhard, in the persuasion that they will 
not sanction such proceedings on the part of one of their Consult. 

Vienna, January 16, 1862. 


No. 722. 

Earl Russell to Consul Cameron. 

(No. 1.) 

® r * Foreign Office , February 3, 1862. 

I HE Duke of Saxe Coburg Gotha having intimated to Her Majesty’s'Minister at 
Dresden his intention to make an excursion to Egypt and Abyssinia,* I have received the 
Queen’s commands to intimate to you Her Majesty’s desire that every attention shall be 
paid to His Royal Highness who will be accompanied by the Duchess, and a suite of 
sixteen persons.f 

Their Royal Highnesses will probably leave 8uez for Massowah about the 12th of 
March in Her Majesty’s ship “ Odin,” and you will make preparations for their reception, 
and secure such accommodation as may be in your power to provide for them, and you 
mil also procure such guards as may be requisite for the Duke during an excursion which 
His Royal Highness proposes to make in Abyssinia. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) RUSSELL. 


No. 723. 

__ * Ir - Colquhoun to Earl Russell—(Received February 19.) 

(No. 28.) 7 

My vnnpr \ u- n u . . . . Alexandria, February 10, 1862. 

J. 7 Lord l hl P W,U observe b y the inclosed letter from Mr. Barroni, at Massowah. that 

the Kaimakam of that place has formally taken possession of the Island of Disseh. and 
hoisted thereon the Turkish flag. 

,T h ® ^ e< j ^ and Indian Telegraph Company may perhaps require a station to be 
on this island, which has many advantages, those of wood, water, and proximity to the 
Consular residence at Massowah. It would be premature to take any steps now until the 
direction to be ultimately carried out by the cable be decided on. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ROBERT G. COLQUHOUN. 


Inclosure in No. 723. 

Mr. Barroni to Earl Russell. 

My Vhavw k . • , Massowah , December 14, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that on the 1st instant this Kaimakam 
has sent a Governor and some soldiers to Disseh, to take formally possession of that 

island and neighbourhoods, and that to-day the Turkish flag has been hoisted in that 
place. 

Your Lordship need not explication about the cause of these steps on the part of the 
lurkish Government, being well acquainted with all that has occurred iu this quarter 
since the arrival of the French Embassy at Massowah. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) R. BARRONI. 


n* * thought necessary to print all the correspondence with the Legation at Dresden, the India 

Uflioe, and the Admiralty, on the subject of the journey of the Duke and his suite to Massowah and back. 

mjf J 01 r #Uit « : Prince Herrman Hohenlohe Langenburg and Prince Edward Lemingen, Major de Reuter, 

. Dr ; ?I eh “ (o r tholo &"0 and hi# w,fe > Dr - Haasenstein (physician), M. P. Oeraticker. 
lita hfft-niii (interpreter), M. Kortachmar (draughtsman and painter), and nine servants. 
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No. 724. 

Earl Russell to Consul Cameron. 

(No. 1.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, February 22, 1862. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 6 of the 13th of November last,* transmitting 
some articles as presents from the Queen to King Theodore of Abyssinia as an acknow¬ 
ledgment of his kindness in ransoming the remains of the late Mr. Plowden, I have to 
acquaint you that it has since appeared to me to be desirable that I should address a 
letter to King Theodore in Her Majesty’s name, to accompany the presents, and at the 
same time to announce yonr appointment, and introduce you to the King. 

I accordingly inclose a letter which I have written to King Theodore, and which you 
will deliver to him, accompanied by suitable expressions of friendship on the part of Her 
Majesty’s Government. If the present should have been given to him before you receive 
this despatch, you will still deliver my letter, and make the best explanation in your 
power of its not having arrived sooner. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) RUSSELL. 


Inclosure in No. 724. 

Earl Russell to King Theodore of Abyssinia. 
To His Highness King Theodore of Abyssinia. 


Sir, Foreign Office . London , February 20, 1862. 

THE Queen my Sovereign has been informed by her servants in the East of the 
exertions which your Highness kindly made to recover the remains of her late Consul, 
Mr. Plowden, and of prour generosity in declining to accept re-payment of the sum of 
money which you paid for that purpose. Her Majesty commands me to assure your 
Highness that she views your conduct in regard to this affair as a proof of friendship 
towards herself and the British nation, of which she is duly sensible. 

In order more particularly to manifest Her Majesty’s thankfulness for these your 
Highness’ services, and to show her regard and friendship for you personally. Her 
Majesty’s requests your acceptance of a rifle and a pair of revolver pistols, as a present 
from herself. Her Majesty has intrusted these articles to Captain Charles Duncan 
Cameron, whom she has appointed her Consul in Abyssinia, as the successor of the late 
Mr. Plowden, and who has lately taken his departure for his post; and I take this oppor¬ 
tunity of introducing him to your Highness, and of requesting your protection and favour 
in his behalf. He is well acquainted with all that concerns the interests of both countries, 
and will, I am confident, do all in his power to make himself acceptable to your Highness, 
and to promote your welfare. 

1 thank your Highness for the letter which you addressed to me, informing me of 
the steps which you had taken to punish the men who murdered Mr. Plowden and 
Mr. Bell ;* and with my best wishes for your uninterrupted health and happiness, I recom¬ 
mend you to the protection of the Almighty. 


(L.8. The large Signet.) 


Your faithful Friend, 

(Signed) RUSSELL. 


No. 725. 

To India Office , March 20. 


• No. 711. 

t Thu letter v« addressed to Mr. Barrooi, and forwarded br him to Earl Ruasell, January 23, 1861. See 
No. 682. 
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No. 726. 

Mr. Murray to Consul Cameron . 

(No. 2.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, March 26. 1862. 

I AM directed by Earl Russell to transmit to you herewith copies of a correspon¬ 
dence which has passed between this office and the India Office, together with a despatch 
from Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Vienna, on the subject of certain accusations brought 
against M. Gerhard, the Austrian Consul at Massowah, of being concerned in the illicit 
traffic in fire-arms carried on in Abyssinia; and I am to instruct you to inquire into the 
matter, and to furnish his Lordship with any information which you may be able to 
collect on the subject. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 727. 

Consul Finn to Earl Russell.—(Received March 31.) 

(No. 3. Consular.) 

My Lord, Jerusalem , March 13, 1862. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose copy of my despatch of the 11th instant to Her Majesty’s 
Embassy, respecting the Abyssinians in Jerusalem, and to request from your Lordship 
whatever relief may be possible on their behalf, by means of a recognition of that people 
as independent of Turkey, and, in this country, under English protection. 

I have, Src. 

(Signed) JAMES FINN. 


Inclosure in No. 727. 

Consul Finn to Sir H. Bulwer. 

Sir, Jerusalem, March 11. 1862. 

I I1A\ E the honour to report to your Excellency that recently a quarrel took 
place on a Sunday during Divine Service in the church which is common to both Copts 
and Abyssinians, within the convent of the latter. From this circumstance, namely, that 
of position, such disputes do sometimes occur, especially respecting the keys, which are 
kept in duplicate. The Copts lately proceeded even to take off the old locks and replace 
them by new ones. 

The Pasha immediately on hearing of the disturbance, repaired to the place with a 
whole battalion of Infantry, whom be stationed at their principal gate, namely in the 
open square before the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, into which Church he summoned 
the Abyssinian President, and then placed a guard at the small upper gate of the 
convent. 

The larger force had orders to prevent the exit of the Abyssinians. 

On this the poor timid people thought it time to call for my aid, and contrived to 
send me a messenger. 1 went thither to inquire into the proceedings. 

As soon as I arrived the Abyssinian President found himself released; and he came 
to tell me that the Pasha had threatened to make him, by force, surrender the church 
and the way to it entirely to the Copts, which order, however, he steadily refused to 
obey, on the ground that he and his people are not Turkish subjects, but have an 
independent nationality, under English protection in this country. 

And here we come to the real point at isMie. 

The Abyssinians in religion are under the same Patriarch as the Copts, and both 
are in perfect intercommunion of doctrine. The Turkish Government therefore regards 
them practically as one nation, and it is very much to be feared that some day the 
helpless Abyssinians will have to succumb to the Copts, under the powerful dictation of 
the Armenians, unless they be fully recognised by a formal document, to be foreigners to 
Turkish rule. 

And I think the time is now come to ask for such a document. 

I have the honour to refer vour Excellency to my despatch, Political, No. 13 of 1859, # 
to London, copy of which I inclosed to Her Majesty’s Embassy on the 7th of June of that 
year, which gives full information on the subject of the Abyssinians. 

# No. 3W. 

5 M 
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His Excellency Sureya Pasha employs his utmost efforts to aroid recognizing them 
as non-rayahs. 

I hare, &c, 

(8igned) JAMES FINN. 


No. 728. 

Consul Cameron to Earl Russell.—(Received April 3.) 

(No. 1.) 

My Lord, Massowah, February 9, 1862. 

I HAVE the honour to report that, leaving England on the 19th November last, I 
reached Alexandria, vi& Trieste, on the 3rd December, where I was detained by the non- 
arrival of my heavy baggage until the 17th December, and further at Cairo by the breaking 
down of the intermediate steamer, until the 5th of January, when I sailed from Suez, and 
arrived at Aden on the 13th of the same month. 

The schooner ** Mah^,” of Her Majesty’s Indian navy was there placed at my 
disposal, and reported ready to sail on the 23rd January. 

She brought me to my post at Massowah this day. 

I have, 8cc. 

(Signed) C. DUNCAN CAMERON. 


No. 720. 


Consul Cameron to Earl Russell .—i Received April 3.i 

(No. 2.) 

My Lord, Massowah, February 10, 1862. 

I HAVE the honour to report that I took over the archives of this Consulate 
to-day from Mr. Barroni, who has retired from further connection with the office. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) C. DUNCAN CAMERON. 


Take note about M. Barroni. 

J. MURRAY. 


No. 730. 


Consul Cameron to Earl Russell.—(Received April 3.) 

(No. 3.) 

My Lord, Massowah, February 11, 1862. 

1 HAVE the honour to report that I this day wrote to King Theodore of Abyssinia, 
who is at present at Borremadala, thirty days’ journey from Gondar, stating that I am 
charged with presents for him, which I have been ordered to deliver in person.* 

I propose to start at the end of March for Gondar, and thence to follow up the 
further movements of the King. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) C. DUNCAN CAMERON. 


No. 731. 

Consul Cameron to Earl Russell. —(Received May 5.) 

(No. 4.) 

My Lord, Massowah, March 20, 1862. 

YOUR Lordship will already have been made aware that the Turkish flag has been 
planted at Dessee, Adoolis, and Edd, and that the Turkish government intends to extend 
its hold on the coast to Babelmandeb. 

Governors have been appointed at Dessee and Adoolis, and a Sheikh of the country 
placed in power at Edd. 

• No. 724. 
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rSE? “xs & isst tesjtas 

cannot be mistaken. th “ ** done or not ' h “ animus 

It is the advancement of Turkey at the expense of Abyssinia. 

jealous °There are^at this'mome' t°h « hand - ««“bin g these movements with 

Cs£c JvorfiXheToT “j Adowa - 

The question, ind^uc^^T^a^* ° f J, be J ari .’- 

“* “ “»—-Hbb-tad,' -TSKSSS 

Both of theselie in dangerous proximity to Adoolis. 

'Eg? — « **■* ° f »-• 

coait^might*be > “ “ for him *» ^ on the 

the Turks were placed within proper bounds, with the 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) C. DUNCAN CAMERON. 


Minute . 

irH S, Bulwer UlWer ‘° ***" ° f G ™ nd V “ ier ' Refer t0 Indi “ before writing to 

J. MURRAY. 


No. 732. 

Caiwul Cameron to Earl Rule ell, No. 5, 1862. 
[Not received.) 


No. 733. 

To India Office. 


No. 734. 

(No. 6 ) CW Cameron 10 Earl Rwu ‘‘l— (Received May 5.) 

My Lord, . 

THE inclosed letter bear, so strongly on my despatch of2StTin^” “ia 

jealousy with which King Theodore will he certain ln8t * nt - regarding the 

Turks £ the salt mines ofVho.td "otherwiLTinl^t t SL ZT^ ^ 
of extensive coal fields) in the same neighbourhood. thltTtrust I may tenarfoneH 5™ tence 
mitting it at once without the formality of a translation, which 7 1 am nreven^H^ 0 *' 

JSSaSfcST " f — r ” 1 


• No. 731. 


f See Appendix. 
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Mr. Scbimpcr is a naturalist of many years’ residence in this country, and is sufficiently 

well known in Europe as a writer of scientific articles on Abyssinia. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) C. DUNCAN CAMERON. 


Minute. 

Inclosure in original to Board of Trade. May 12, 1862. Printed Letter. 


No. 735. 

Consul Cameron to Earl Rutsell.— {Received May 5.) 

(N° V T.) Massowah, March 20, 1862. 

7 1 HAVE the honour to state that, in starting for the Interior. I leave Mr- Edward 
Walker a gentleman who has accompanied me, in charge of the Consu ate at Massowah. 

He hf.n tractions to convey aSy informat,on of interest to Captain Playfarr a Aden 
and to Mr. Colqnhonn at Alexandria, to fulfil any less response dut.es of the office, 
during my absence, and to make notes on the Slave-Trade along the com . 

The Pasha here has consented for the present fo recogmze ^ “ • 

but it would be desirable, on all points, in a country like this, if he were invested with 

official position ^ that he cither appointed Vice-Consul or 

that I might be placed in a position, in some other manner, to present him to the 
author ties as my representative and assistant. ^ ^ ^ 

(Signed) ^ a DUNCAN CAMERON. 


Minute. 

This request is somewhat premature. Answer: Cannot appoint him. MURRAy 


[See also No. 773.) 


No. 736. 

Consul Cameron to Earl Russell.—(Received May 5.) 

(Separate.) , Massowah, March 31, 1862. 

the quarter, up to that date, having been occupied by^ny journey out. 

(Signed) ’ C. DUNCAN CAMERON. 


No. 737. 

Consul Cameron to Earl Russell.— (Received May 5,) 

(Separate.) Massowah , April l, 18o2. 

VhXvE ,h, » «... .h« 1 h.v Jr... . « "I MS “ 


52THSSJ5 “soT.” 1 «<•“ - U UH^. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) C. DUNCAN CAMERON. 


No. 738. 

. Consul Cameron to Earl Russell.—(Received May 14.) 

(No. 8.) 

M)f Vunrr * 1 . , Massouahy April 26, 1862. 

I HAVE the honour to report that His Royal Highness the Duke of Saxe-Coburg 
leaves Massowah to-day. ® 

I accompanied His Highness on his expedition into Abyssinia. 

Owing principally to the influence established by inv predecessor, His Highness was 
c °. u i ^ ece,ve< * b X tbe wi ^ frontier tribes subject to the King of Abyssinia, in return for 
which he has commissioned me to present a letter and Decoration to that Potentate. 

Supported as these will be by your Lordship’s letter, written in Her Majesty's name 
together with presents from Her Majesty herself, and coming, as they do, from so near a 
connection of the Throne as His Royal Highness, I can only hope that they, no less than 
His Highness visit, which has been most propitious, will aid me materially in my efforts 
to bring this long-disturbed country under our civilizing influence. 

There is the more reason to trust that this may be the case, as the King is at present 
specially desirous of direct recognition in Europe, and, as 1 am now well assured, is quite 
able to appreciate the value of an European order. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) C. DUNCAN CAMERON. 


No. 739. 

, %T „ Consul Finn to Earl Russell.—(Received May 19.) 

(No. 6.) 

My Ufivt- *i , Jerusalem , May 7, 1862. 

1 HAV E the honour to state to your Lordship that his Excellency Sureva Pasha 
came to me lately to impress upon my attention the political principle that the Sublime 
Porte will never recognize the Abyssinians as a people independent of their dominion, and 
to assure me that all ancient Firmans or other documents issued on their behalf used to 
pass through the hands of the Civil Governor of Jeddah. 

His Excellency informed me that he had been directed by his superiors to represent 
this to me m a friendly conversation. 1 

I observed that Jeddah may have no more to do with Abyssinia than Calais has to 
do with England ; and that as far as religious matters, in which the Abyssinian Church is 
su mrdmate to the Armenians in this country, this proves no more than the same relation 
of the lope of Home does to the Austrian, French, and Spanish Consuls here, who are 
yet independent of each other nationally. 

I then reminded his Excellency that three or four years ago the Abyssinians were 
actually at war with the Pasha of Egypt, and gained some considerable advantages over 

The Pasha contended that this proves no more than does the rebellious state of 
certain outlying towns in the Desert, which are yet counted in the Pashalic of Jerusalem. 

As the conversation proceeded, I mentioned the political disruption of Algiers and of 
Greece from J urkey, and asked why the Porte did not claim those countries also. 

His Excellency replied by asking sharply, “ Has the Porte ever recognized her loss of 
Algiers? and said that, on the contrary, “all Algerines coming to this country acknow¬ 
ledge themselves to be Turkish subjects. As to Greece, that its independence had been 
acknowledged because England had joined with the other Powers to compel the recogni- 

I made no reference to the common idea that the Sultan claims to be King of India 
also, because I wished to exclude all controversy between ourselves that did not directly 
bear upon the question before us, namely the nationality of the Abyssinians. 
f jT. c °n vernation concluded by my stating that I am awaiting directions from your 
Eordship and from Constantinople, and my promising to give him a letter on the subject 
oi my protection of Abyssinians. J 

No. 668.-Bill cancelled. Office allowance issued with salary. 
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I here inclose copy of wbat I sent 

I also promised to use my friendly efforts to accommodate matters now in dispute 
between the Copts and Abyssinians. 

For this ne thanked me, but refused to join me in the task, as he could not recognize 
my right to exercise any jurisdiction in Abyssinian matters. 

1 have the honour to represent to your Lordship that this is not a mere matter of 
theory, such as the recognition of Algiers or of India to be free from Turkey, but that the 
Abyssinians are in danger of losing the last poor remains of their large ancient posses¬ 
sions in .Jerusalem, if placed under a Turkish Pasha and so under the convents of their 
oppressors the Armenians and Copts, who are Turkish subjects. 

For myself, I can have no interest, nor can Her Majesty’s Government have any 
interest, in the question, except that of advocating the cause of a persecuted people. 

I should explain to your Lordship, in conclusion, that I have been in the habit of 
giving passes to Abyssinians on their returning hence to their own country, but no other 
documents whatever on any occasion. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES FINN. 


* Minutes. 

See what passed formerly as to protection of Abyssinians. 

E. HAMMOND. 


They are an independent State. 
Algerines. 


But we need not protect Abyssinians more than 

R. 


|Inclosure in No. 739. 

Consul Finn to Sureya Pasha. 

Excellency, Jerusalem , May 2, 1862. 

IN reply to your question of yesterday, I have the honour to state that whatever I 
have hitherto done on behalf of the Abyssinians here has been done by virtue of directions 
received from my Government in London ten years ago, after the King of Abyssinia had 
written a letter to Her Majesty the Queen of Great Britain, asking to have his people 
placed under British protection while in Jerusalem.* 

Yours, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES FINN. 


No. 740. 

Mr. Colquhoun to Earl Russell.—(Received May 19.)| 

(No. 63.) 

My Loru, Alexandria , May 10, 1862. 

M. SCHCEFFER, some time Dragoman to the French Embassy at Constantinople, 
now First Eastern Interpreter to the Emperor, and named as likely to replace M. de Beauval 
here, is reported to me to have passed through Egypt under a feigned name, to have 
encashed a considerable amount of money, and to have embarked at Suez a few days ago 
on board a French war-steamer for Massowah and Abyssinia. If the fact be as reported 
(but which I cannot ascertain for a few days) this move has been caused by the occupation 
of Disscli, Adoolis, &C. f ,by the Turkish authority as mentioned in Captain Cameron’s 
despatch No. 4 ; an act which must be ill-looked on by the French authority, if, as has 
been very currently reported, France had any designs on Disseh. 

I have, &c. 

(For R. G. Colquhoun), _ 

(Signed) A. COHEN. 


4 Incloiure 1 in No. 949. 
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No. 741. 

Memorandum relative to British Protection of Abyssinians in Jerusalem. 

IN 1852 Bishop Gobat transmitted to the Foreign Office two letters addressed by the 
two independent Chiefs of Abyssinia to the Queen,* in which they requested that she would 
authorize Bishop Gobat to superintend and protect their countrymen visiting or residing 
in Jerusalem, and that the British Consul in Jerusalem might also be instructed to lend 
Bishop Gobat his assistance when needed for their protection. 

Bishop Gobat was informed, in reply, that Her Majesty’s Government could not 
undertake to protect officially the natives of Abyssinia who might chance to be residing in 
the territory of the Sublime Porte ; but that instructions would be sent to Her Majesty's 
Consul at Jerusalem to use his good offices for them in case of need, as members of a 
Christian Church in spiritual communion with the established Church of England. 

A copy of the correspondence with Bishop Gobat was forwarded to Consul Finn.t and 
he was instructed, in case of need, to use his go<xl offices for the protection of any Abyssinians 
who might chance to be in Jerusalem, as being members of a Christian Church in spiritual 
communion with the Established Church in England. 

A. 8. GREEN. 

Foreign Office, May 23, 1862. 


Minutes. 

Call Mr. Finn’s attention to his instructions ? 

E. HAMMOND. 


Yes; and desire him to act with caution and prudence. 

R. 


No. 742. 

Major-General Sir E. Lugard to Mr. Hammond.—(Received May 24.) 

Sir. War Office , May 23, 1862. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir George Lewis to forward a statement of the value of 
gunner’s stores supplied to the Consulate at Nassow ah, from Her Majesty’s ship “ Hornet,” 
amounting to 31. 2*. 8d., and to request that you will move Earl Russell to cause the 
above amount to be transferred to the credit of this department in the books of the 
Paymaster- General. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWARD LUGARD. 


Query. Answer that there is no such place or Consulate known to the Foreign 
Office, on the coast of Syria. 

J. MURRAY. 


The place is Massowah. 

E. HAMMOND. 


No. 743. 

Earl Russell to Consul Finn. 

(No. 3.) 

Foreign Office, May 29, 1862 . 

I HAVE received your despatch of the 7th instant, reporting what has passed 
between you and Sureya Pasha relative to your protection of Abyssinians at Jerusalem, 

* Inclotures in No. 249. t No. 253. 
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and 1 have to refer you, for the guidance of your conduct in this matter, to the instructions 
given to you by Lord Malmesbury in his despatch of the 10th of July, 1852. 

1 have nothing to add to those instructions except to enjoin you to act upon them 
with caution and prudence. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) RUSSELL. 


No. 744. 

Mr. Colquhoun to Earl Russell.—-(Received May 26.) 

(No. 66.) 

My Lord, Alexandria, May 17, 1862. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 63 of the 10th instant, 1 have ascertained that 
Mr. Schoeffer, under the name of Captain Mansfelt, passed through Egypt in strjct 
incognito, and embarked at Suez on board the French war-steamer “ Curieux ” for 
Massowah. 

Captain Playfair, Acting Political Resident at Aden, has been advised of this fact, as 
also Captain Cameron, who is I believe at present in the interior. 

1 have, Sec. 

- (Signed) ROBERT R. COLQUHOUN. 


No. 745. 

Mr. Murray to Major-General Sir E. Lugard. 

Sir, Foreign Office , June 3, 1862. 

I AM directed by Earl Russell to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 23rd 
ultimo,* and to state to you, in reply, that his Lordship presumes that the statement 
included therein refers to stores supplied to Her Majesty’s Consul at Massowah, in 
Abyssinia; but that as no report has been received from that Consulate respecting the 
stores in question, Captain Cameron, Her Majesty’s Consul at Massowah, will be called 
upon for a report on the subject. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 746. 

Mr. Hammond to Mr. Merivale. 

Si r| Foreign Office, June 4, 1862. 

I AM directed by Earl Russell to transmit to you, to be laid before the Secretary of 
State for India in Council, a copy of a despatch from Her Majesty’s Consul at Massowah,t 
on the subject of certain encroachments made by Turkey on the Abyssinian territory. 

1 am to add that Lord Russell purposes instructing Her Majesty’s Ambassador at 
Constantinople to communicate with the Turkish Government on the subject; but, before 
doing so, his Lordship would be glad to be favoured with the Secretary Sir Charles Wood’s 
opinion. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


No. 747. 

Earl Russell to Sir H. Bulwer. 

(No. 294.) 

Sj F( Foreign Office, June 5, 1862. 

HER Majesty’s Consul at Jerusalem has communicated to your Excellency a copy of 
his despatch No. 6 of the 7th ultimo,J relative to his protection of Abyssinians at 
Jerusalem; and I now transmit for your information copies of the answer which I have 

* No. 742. f No. 731. I No. 739. 
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returned to Mr. Finn, and of the former instruction which was addressed to him on this 
subject by the Earl of Malmesbury. 9 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) RUSSELL. 


No. 748. 

Earl Cowley to Earl Russell.—(Received June 7.) 

(No. 752.) 

My Lord, Paris, June 6, 1862. 

I INQUIRED yesterday of M. Thouvenel whether he had any objection to inform 

me of the object which had led M. Shaeffer to embark under a feigned name for 

Massowah, as is reported in Mr. Consul-General Colquhoun’s despatch No. 66 of the 
17th ultimo.t 

M. Thouvenel replied, that M. Shaeffer had been charged by the Imperial Government 
to proceed to Massowah, with a view of obtaining a coaling station for the line of French 
steamers about to be established in the Red Sea. He could assure me that this gentleman 

had no other mission, and that there was no foundation whatever for the reports in 

circulation that the Imperial Government mediated conquests or acquirements of territory 
on the Red Sea. A desert spot called Agos, or A bos 4 near Tadjoura, had been pointed 
out to the Minister of Marine, as affording a safe harbour and good water, and it was 
hoped that a dep6t for coals might be formed there. 

I asked why M. Shaeffer had not travelled under his own name; and M. Thouvenel 
said that he could not tell, unless, he good-humouredly added, it was to escape the jealous 
observation of British Agents. 

. I have, Ac. 

(Signed) COWLEY. 


No. 749. 

Earl Cowley to Earl Russell.—(Received June 7.) 

(No. 753.) 

My Lord, t Paris, June 6, 1862. 

WHEN I questioned M. Thouvenel yesterday respecting M. Schaeffer’s journey as 
recounted in my preceding despatch, his Excellency said that he was glad to have this 
opportunity of adding to the assurance which he had given me, that the Imperial Govern¬ 
ment had no idea of any acquisition of territory in the Red Sea, a further declaration 
that they had no intention to interfere in the internal affairs of Abyssinia, or to make any 
conquest there. He made this statement because the French Government had lately 
named a young Frenchman to be Vice-Consul at Massowah, who had recommended 
himself to the Emperor’s notice by some reports relative to that country, and ho had now 
been commissioned to travel into the interior, but for no other purpose than to study its 
resources and the commercial advantages which it might offer. 

The name of this person has escaped my memory. 


(Signed) 


I have, &c. 


COWLEY. 


No. 750. 

Mr. Murray to Consul Cameron. 

(No. 3.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, June 11, 1862. 

I AM directed by Earl Russell to transmit to you a copy of a letter from the War 
Office§ requesting the reimbursement of 3/. 2s. Sd., being the expense of certain stores 
supplied, as stated, to Her Majesty’s Consul at Massowah, and 1 am to instruct you to 
furnish his Lordship with an explanation of this matter. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


* No». 743 and 253. 


t No. 744. 


% Query—Obokh ? 


§ No. 742. 
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I should explain to your Excellency in conclusion, that I hare been in the habit 
of giving passes to Abyssinians on their returning hence to their own country, but 
no other documents whatever on any occasion. 

I have, kc. 

(Signed) JAMES FINN. 


Sir H. Bulwer to Earl Russell.—(Received June 13.) 

(No. 308.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, June 1, 1862. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith, a copy of a despatch 
which has been addressed to me by Mr. Consul Finn respecting the protection which, as 
it would appear, he has been in the habit of according to the Abyssinians established at or 
visiting Jerusalem. 

On referring back to previous correspondence on this subject, I find that Mr. Finn 
alludes to an instruction from the Earl of Malmesbury, dated July 10, 1852,* but I am 
not aware that a copy of that despatch was ever communicated to the Embassy. I am 
consequently somewhat at a loss to perceive under what authority Mr. Finn has assumed 
the protection of these people, and should feel obliged by your Lordship’s instructions on 
the subject.f 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) HENRY L. BULWER. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 751 


Consul Finn to Sureya Pasha , May 2, 1862, 
[See Inclosure in No. 739.] 


Mr. Hammond to Mr. Merit ale* 


Sir, Foreign Office, June 13, 1862. 

I AM directed by Earl Russell to transmit to you, for the information of the 
Secretary of State for India in Council, copies of two despatches from Her Majesty’s 
Ambassador at Paris,f upon the subject of the proceedings of the French in Abyssinia and 
the Red Sea. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. HAMMOND 


, Inclosure 1 in No. 751. 

Consul Finn to Sir H. Bulwer. 

Sir, Jerusalem , May 5, 1862. 

I HAVE the honour to state to your Excellency that Suraga Pasha came to me 
lately to impress upon my attention the political principal that the Sublime Porte will 
never recognize the Abyssinians as a people independent of their dominion, and to assure 
me that all ancient Firmans or other documents issued on their behalf use to pass through 
the hands of the Civil Governor at Jiddah, also that in Jerusalem matters there were 
placed under the Armenian Patriarch. 

His Excellency informed me that that he had been directed by his superiors to 
represent this to me in a friendly conversation. 

I observed that Jiddad may have no more to do with Abyssinia than Calais has to do 
with England, and that as for religion, matters in which the Abyssinian Church is subject 
to the Armenians, this proves no more than the same relation of the people of Rome does 
to the Austrian, French and Spanish Consuls here, who are yet independent of each other 
politically. 

I then reminded his Excellency that three or four years ago the Abyssinians were 
actually at war with the Pa»ha of Egypt, and gained considerable advantages over him. 
The Pasha contended that this proves no more than docs the rebellious state of certain 
outlying towns in the desert, which are yet counted in the Pashalic of Jerusalem. 

As the conversation proceeded, I mentioned the political disruption of Algiers and 
Greece from Turkey, and asked why the Pasha did not claim those countries also ? 

His Excellency replied by asking sharply, “Has the Porte ever recognised her loss of 
Algiers ? ’* and said that on the contrary 11 all Algerines coming to this country 
acknowledge themselves to be Turkish subjects. As for Greece, its independence has been 
acknowledged because England joined with the other Powers to compel the recognition.’ 

I made no reference to the common idea that the Sultan claims to be King of India 
also, because I wished to exclude all controversy between ourselves that did not directly 
bear upon the question before us, namely, the nationality of the Abyssinians. 

The conversation concluded by my stating that I am awaiting directions from your 
Excellency and from London, and my promising to give him a letter on the subject 
of my protection of Abyssinians here. I here inclose copy of the letter which I sent him. 

I also promised to use my friendly efforts to accommodate matters now in dispute 
between the Copts and Abyssinians. 

For this he thanked me, but refused to join me in it, as he could not recognize my 
right to exercise any jurisdiction in Abyssinian matters. 

I ha vc the honour to represent to your Excellency, that this is not a mere matter of 
theory, such as the recognition of Algiers or of India to be free from Turkey, but that the 
Ab; (rssinians are in danger of losing the last poor remains of their large ancient possessions 
in Jerusalem, if placed under a Turkish Pasha, and so under the convents of their oppres¬ 
sors, the Armenians and Copts, who are Turkish subjects. 

For myself I can have no interest, nor can the British Government have any interest 
in the question, except that of advocating the cause of a persecuted people. 

• No- 253. f See No. 747. 


Dr. Beke to Earl Russell.—(Received June 16.) 

My Lord, Bekesbourne, June 14, 1862. 

I HAVE the honour to commuuicate to your Lordship the following information 
respecting Abyssinia:— 

The French frigate “ Curieux ” arrived lately at Suez, and there took on board 
several Somanlis and Dankalis, who about two years previously had been conveyed to 
France by Commodore Vicomte de Langle, in the corvette “ La 8omme,”} as having been 
implicated in the murder, on the Somanli coast, of M. Lambert, the French Consular 
Agent at Aden, brother of M. Joseph Lambert, the Ambassador from the King of Mada¬ 
gascar, who has just quitted Paris on his return to that island. 

With these native Africans went an officer, styling himself * Premier Secretaire 
Interprdte de l’Empereur,” who, having thoroughly surveyed the whole Dankali coast from 
Massowah to Zeila, fixed on a site for a settlement at Obokh, near Ras Bir, about half-way 
between Perim and Tajurrah, and directly opposite Aden. This place the French Agent 
purchased for 10,000 dollars; and hoisting the national colours, took possession of in the 
name of the Emperor. 

It is said that the Porte has made over the revenues of Zeila to the French, till the 
sum of 35,000 dollars, the expense of M. de Langle’s mission, shall be repaid. 

It is further reported that the French are looking after Edd and Hanfila (Amphila), 
that is to say, Abyssinia; for though any of those places may be of little value in itself 
single, yet altogether they constitute the chief parts of the country, and give the entire 
command of it. Edd already belongs to a French mercantile house, as I have already 
mentioned to your Lordship. 

I have not here the means of determining the precise position of this new French 
settlement Obokh; but I imagine it must be about five miles west of Ras Bir, where some 
wells of excellent water are said to exist near the sea-coast. 

The French being thus occupied on the Coast of Abyssinia, King Theodore is acting 
in the interior in the way best suited to serve their purposes. 

As your Lordship is doubtless aware, that Prince has for a long time past entertained 
the idea of invading Sennar ; and when I was in Egypt in the beginning of the present 
year, I heard that after he had conquered that country, he intended to turn the Nile away 
from Egypt, so as to destroy the latter entirely. 

From an article in the «Standard” newspaper of the 7th instant, it appears that 
• A similar letter was address to the Admiralty. f So$. 748 and 749. J 8 m No. 756. 
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King Theodore hat already commencod hit march against Sennfir, and that Ismail Pasha 
the Viceroy of Egypt’s Representative, is raising ten new battalions for the purpose of 
opposing the invading army. 

There is not the shadow of a doubt that Theodore will put his “ ideas ” into execution 
if he can: it is the condition on which he occupies the throne of Ethiopia. But should 
he fail, which can also hardly be doubted, he will lose his prestige among his countrymen, 
and ad that has been done to assist him will have been worse than useless. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES BEKE. 


■ 


Minute. 

' Have we any information either in the Consular or Political Department bearing: on 
th,s <■ B. HAMMOND. 


Nothing in the Consular Department. 

1 wo despatches from Lord Cowley are annexed respecting French doings in Abyssinia. 

A. L. COlES. 


No. 754. 

Mr. Barroni to Earl Russell.—{Received, June 19.) 

My Alexandria , May 30, 1862. 

HAVING on the 9th of February last ceased to be connected with Her Majesty’s 
Consulate at Massowah, on the Abyssinian coast of the Red Sea, after twelve years of 
employment by the late Mr. Plowdcn as his Secretary and Canccllier, I desire rcspect- 
tully to submit to your Lordship s consideration the following circumstances, which, I 
venture to hope, may be considered by your Lordship to justify Her Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment in awarding to me some further recompense than I have yet received. 

In the beginning of 1849 I was invited by the late Mr.‘Plowden, Her Majesty’s 
Consul at Massowah, to accompany him in a long journey in the interior of Abyssinia, 
with the view of qualifying myself by the information I was to acquire with him to fill 
the post of his assistant on our return. 

I received no salary during this journey, but Mr. Plowden defrayed, out of travelling 
allowances granted to him ou the occasion by Her Majesty’s Government, my personal 
expenses. 

We returned to Massowah on the 5th of April, 1860. Mr. Plowden appointed me 
his sole assistant in the Consulate. My duties were those of Secretary to Mr. Plowdcn, 
and of Cancellier and Interpreter to the Consulate. 

The remuneration allowed to me by Mr. Plowden in re! urn for these duties was 
partly in money and partly in board and lodging, which it may reckon together at about 
70 dollars a month, or 177/. a-year. 

I remained on this footing, I can say also in the enjoyment of Mr. Plowden’s 
unreserved confidence, until the 26th of March, 1865. On that day, Mr. Plowden, pur¬ 
suant to the leave of absence granted to him by Lord Clarendon’s despatch of the 26th 
of October, 1854, quitted Massowah for the interior of Abyssinia, and, by the same 
authority, placed me in charge of Her Majesty’s Consulate at Massowah. The arrange¬ 
ment made by Mr. Plowden, while I should remain in charge, was that I should receive 
from him payment in money at the rate of 200/. a-year, and in addition board and 
lodging as before. The total value of these allowances was about 330/. a-year. 

Mr. Plowden, as your Lordship is aware, never returned to Massowah; and I 
continued in charge of the Consulate till his death on the 4th of March, 1860, at 
Gondar. 

From the 4th of March, 1860, I continued in charge of the Consulate till the 9th 
of February last, when Captain Cameron, as I have mentioned, arrived. 

During this last period of time, I received from Captain Playfair, Assistant Political 
Resident at Aden, a letter of the 13th of May, 1860, stating that 100 rupees a month 
were granted to me, and on requiring an explanation of this grant, I received from 
Captain Playfair a second letter, of the 14th of May, 1861, informing me that the 


allowance of 100 rupees a month was intended for my subsistence, only. I beg to inclose 
copies of these letters. 

With reference to the five years elapsed from the 26th of March, 1855, when 1 first 
received charge of the Massowah Consulate, until the 4th of March, 1860, the date of 
Mr. Plowden’B death, I should not have been induced, had Mr. Plowden been living, or 
my position in the Consulate been continued, to press a claim for further remuneration 
than I actually received from Mr. Plowden, to whom I had become much attached, and 
for whom, for personal considerations, I would have been ready to make a sacrifice. My 
position is now altered. Captain Cameron brought with him to Massowah a Mr. R. 
Walker, whom he immediately named Vice-Consul and Cancellier, and told me that he 
had no means for entertaining mj services. I thus found myself, after twelve years of 
service devoted entirely to the Consular duties, in a climate which has not left me without 
unfavourable effects, thrown upon my own resources. These resources, my Lord, are but 
slender, too slender to enable me to come, as I could desire, to England, to lay this 
appeal in person before your Lordship. I was under an engagement with Mr. Plowden 
not to trade, and I faithfully observed it for the whole twelve years I was with him, and 
for the two years up to the 9th of February, 1862; nor am I in a condition to trade now. 

In support of my claim for indemnity during Mr. Plowden’s life as Acting Consul, 1 
respectfully draw your attention to Lord Palmerston’s despatch of the 24th of June, 1851, 
which fixes the amount assigned to the Acting Consul in paragraph No. 5. 

For office expenses, and during the same five years, l received nothing; also I alone 
performed the duties of Cancellier and Interpreter, and indeed of every kind connected 
with the Consulate. 

I respectfully submit, my Lord, I was entitled under those circumstances to receive 
at least half of the amount allowed for office expenses; that is to say, 200/. a-year for 
five years. 

I would also recall to your Lordship’s notice that, during those five years, that is to 
say, in December 1855, when the inhabitants of the district adjacent to Massowah were 
in open insurrection against Turkish authority, I aided, as l conceived, greatly, by my 
counsels and influence, to preserve tranquillity in the town of Massowah; and that 1 had 
occasion to use considerable efforts for the safety of the Indian British traders of the 
town, towards whom, from motives of intolerance and of mercantile jealousy, there was a 
marked feeling of enmity on the part of the other tow nspeople. 

I can also mention that I had occasion for a similar display of effort and firmness, 
and with like success, alter the occurrence of the massacre at Jeddah in June 1858 I 
had, by accidental intelligence which reached me at Massowah, been enabled to forewarn 
Mr. Page, then in charge of the Jeddah Consulate (and the late Mr Plowden received 
from me a note on this subject), of the danger which menaced Christian residents there. 
The warning was, unfortunately, not attended to. 

After the massacre had been accomplished at Jeddah, an Arab boat of about eighty 
tons burden, with twenty-five stand of fire-arms concealed in a tank, arrived thence at 
Massowah. Receiving, confidentially, information of the arrival of this Arab boat. 1 went 
on board her, and found in it one double-barrelled gun, which I was assured had belonged 
to Mr. Page. I lost no time in requiring the Governor of Massowah to have the boat 
searched, when the rest of the arms were discovered, and the boat ordered away. The 
Governor himself was too much alarmed, from his apprehension of an outbreak, to seize 
the arms or take further steps. I assure you, my Lord, that I think, conscientiously, 
thdt I was entitled to fair credit for having prevented a repetition at Massowah of the 
violent scenes of Jeddah. 

From the period of Mr. Plowden’s death (March 4, 1860) till Captain Camerons 
arrival, I trust there can be no question of my title to the Consular allowances at 
Massowah. I was for those twenty-three months and six days in absolute charge, and 
no salary was payable on account of the Consulate at Massowah to any person but 
myself, my only receiving being 100 rupees (10/.), amounting in all to 226/. 

I will also take leave to affirm, before concluding this appeal to your Lordship, that 
I have, during my whole period of residence at Massowah, devoted myself wholly to 
British interests, and ever been alive to their great importance in the Red Sea; and 
that, so far as in me lay, I have never omitted to give timely and detailed information to 
your Lordship’s Department, to Her Majesty’s Agent in Egypt, and to Aden, of all acts 
and proceedings directed or calculated to prejudice those interests. 

My communications on these subjects may not have been in the most finished 
English, which to me is an acquired language in which I have had little practice beyond 
the confines of my duties at Massowah. I can only ask your Lordship's indulgence for 
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this superficial defect, which I hope, too, has been in some measure covered by my fidelity 
in my charge. 

Praying that this application may receive your Lordship’s just consideration 
I have, &c. 

(Signed) RAPHAEL BARRONI. 


Minutes. 

Mr. Barroni makes two distinct claims on Her Majesty’s Government. 

1 he first for remuneration for services performed whilst in charge of Her Majesty's 
Consulate at Massowah from the 26th of March, 1855, to the month of March of 1860, 
during which period Mr. Consul Plowden was absent on dutv in Abyssinia. Mr. Barroni 
was during that time in receipt of a salary of 177/. a year as'Cancellier, which post he had 
held since 1849. Mr. Plowden having during the five years been absent from his post on 
duty, Mr. Barroni would not be entitled to the allowance usually granted to persons left 
in charge ol Her Majesty’s Consulate during the Consul’s absence on leave. 

The second claim put forward by Mr. Barroni is for an allowance for acting as Her 
Majesty’s Consul from the 4th ol March, I860, the day of Mr. Plowden’s death, to the 
arrival of his successor Captain Cameron on the 9th of February last. During the twenty, 
three months comprised between the above dates, Mr. Barroni received no salary on account 
of Her Majesty’s Consulate, but only 10/. a month (amounting in all to the sum of 225/) 
subsistence money paid by the Resident at Aden (India Office Letter, June 8, I860). 
Captain Cameron on arriving appointed Mr. Walker his Vice-Consul and Cancellier; 
Mr. Barroni, after twelve years’ service, was therefore left unprovided for. 

Mr. Kirwan Joyce, an Irishman, who was originally a soldier in the Bombay Artillery, 
afterwards employed as interpreter in the Crimea, and some time head of the Secret Police 
at Alexandria, brought accusations against Mr. Barroni in letters to the Foreign Office 
dated 6th of February, 8th of June, and 12th July, I860* stating that Mr. Barroni, when 
drunk, communicated official information to the French Consul at Massowah, that he 
procured and smuggled arms into the country for the use of the rebels (by a party of 
whom Consul Plowden was murdered), &c. 

Mr. Barroni states that the arms in question were sent to the rebels by a semi- 
religious, semi-political association, connected with Rome, Sardinia, France, and Ireland 
(probably the Propaganda), and that Mr. Joyce was Director of the Association in 
Abyssinia. (See India Office Letter of June 7, 1859.f) 

Mr. Joyce’s representations, according to his own showing, seem to have been taken 
no notice of by the Resident at Aden, and his letters to their office do not appear to have 
been answered or noticed. 

The Political Resident at Aden stated (see India Office letter of fith June, 1860),+ that 
Mr. Barroni had been “ of great service in keeping the Residency well-informed of all that 
transpires regarding the proceedings of the French,” &c. 

Extracts from Mr. Colquhoun’s despatch are annexed:— 

“ Mr. Barroni appears in indifferent circumstances, his health broken by the climate. 
He seems an honest and well-meaning man, full of zeal for the service; has been very 
active in rescuing slaves. On the whole I think him deserving of remuneration; it is.all 
he has to look to, to enable him to engage iu a small trade in the Red Sea, in which he 
appears anxious now to enter, and from which he was specially debarred by Mr. Plowden’s 
agreement.” 

A. C. S 

January 13, 1863. 


1 cannot conceive why this case, which is simple, should have been so long delayed. 
Mr. Barroni is entitled to allowance as Acting Consul from Mr. Plowdea’s death to 
Captain Cameron's arrival. Beyond that I would not recommend anything, as the India 
Office frequently complained of him and suggested his removal. 

January 14, 1863. J. MURRAY. 


Very well. 

R. 


• Nos. 623 and 647. 


f No. 590. 


t No. 648. 
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As you say, the case ought to have been settled long ago. 

There can be no doubt as to Mr. Barroni’s claim, since Mr. Plowden’s death, being a 
good one. But if we allow that, we condone any misdeeds of which the Aden authorities 
complain. 

I think, therefore, his claim for antecedent service should be considered, and the 
decision of it must turn as a general principle, namely, whether a person in charge of a 
Consulate during the absence for a long period of the Consul on public duty, ought not to 
be remunerated for his service over and above any pay which for subordinate duties he may 

receive. , _ _ _ . ... 

I am inclined to think he should have something. It has been ruled m a recent case 
at Constantinople, that though Sir H. Bulwer, being absent on public duty received his 
full salary, Mr. Erskine, during his duty at Constantinople, should receive his allowance of 

Charge d’Affaires. inrA . m 

January 14, 1863. E. HAMMOND. 


I think the two cases are quite distinct and different. 

Mr. Erskine was a Government officer, duly salaried, and unquestionably entitled, 
whilst acting as Charge d’Affaires, to the regulation allowance. 

Mr. Barroni was only the private agent of Mr. Plowden, and was paid by him as a 
clerk. He was not recognised by the Foreign Office as an Acting Consul, and his acts as 
Mr. Plowden’s agent were complained of by the Indian authorities.* 

It seems clear, therefore, that until he was installed as Acting Consul—that is, from 
the date of Mr. Plowden’s death—he can have no proper claim to remuneration. 

January 14, 1863. J - M * 


Inclosure 1 in No. 754. 

Captain Playfair to Mr. Barroni. 

gfo . Aden, May 13, 1860. 

I AM aware that by the lamented death of Mr. Plowden, your position has become 
a very anomalous one, and I have recommended that you be immediately appointed Con¬ 
sular' Agent at Massowah, pending such permanent arrangements as Her Majesty s 
Government may see fit to make. In the mean time I authorize you to draw upon me 
for the sum of 100 rupees per mensem, on the understanding, however, that this is not to 
be considered a regular salary, and is subject to discontinuance in the event of this arrange¬ 
ment, made on my responsibility, not meeting with the approbation of Government. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) R. L. PLAYFAIR. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 754. 

Captain Playfair to Mr. Barroni. 

§j r Aden, May 14, 1861. 

WHAT you say respecting the expenses you have in sending messengers into the 
interior of Abyssinia is very fair, and you will write officially on the subject, and send in a 
bill for the amount you have disbursed; I shall move Government to pay it. Your 
allowance of 100 rupees per mensem (as mentioned in my letter of the 13th May, 1860), 
are intended for your subsistence only. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) R. L. PLAYFAIR. 


• 1 am unable to verify this statement from the Foreign Office archives. See Not. 627, 648, and 654. 
E. Hxrtslkt. December 26; 1867. 






No. 755. 

* 

Mr. Colquhoun to Earl Russell.—(Received June 19.) 

(No. 14.) 

My Lord, Alexandria, June 2, 1862. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose, for your Lordship’s consideration, copy of a letter 
received from Mr. Barroni (lately Acting Consular Agent at Massowah), covering a 
despatch addressed to your Lordship, wherein Mr. Barroni states that he was actually 
Acting Consul for nearly five years while Mr. Plowden was up in Abyssinia; that his so 
acting was in virtue of a despatch from the Earl of Clarendon, October 26, 1854. 

An arrangement would appear to have been passed between the parties, whereby 
Mr. Barroni was to receive about 3*40/. a-year, which he does not now consider sufficient, 
nor what he was strictly entitled to, as laid down in the regulations defining the position 
of Acting Consuls. 

I observed to Mr. Barroni that Mr. Plowden was not absent on leave, as he drew 
full salary and office expenses, and therefore the Government could hardly be expected to 
make good to Mr. Barroni at this distant period any difference between the amount he 
would have received had his chief been on leave and that actually received by him; but 
that his second demand of remuneration for the period from the death of Mr. Plowden, 
March 4, 1860, till the arrival of the new Consul, Captain Cameron, February 9, 1862, 
say two years, would, I doubt not, receive your Lordship’s consideration ; that the amount 
so fixed by paragraph 5 of the Instructions was two-thirds of the half-salary, together 
with such part of the office allowances as may be deemed fair and reasonable; that he had 
received only 10/. per month for subsistence-money from the Political Resident at Aden. 

Mr. Barroni appears to be in very indifferent circumstances ; his health broken by the 
climate. From what I have seen of his letters, and lately of himself, he seems an honest, 
well-meaning man, full of zeal for the sendee in which M. Plowden employed him; and he 
has lately been very active in rescuing some slaves, for which he was approved and remu¬ 
nerated by the Resident at Aden. 

On the whole 1 think him deserving of some remuneration; if is all he has to look 
to, to enable him to engage in a small trade in the Red Sea, in which he appears anxious 
now to enter, from which he was specially debarred by Mr. Plowden's agreement 

I have, See. 

(8igned) ROBERT G. COLQUHOUN. 


Inclosure in No. 755. 

Mr. Barroni to Mr. Colquhoun. 

Sir, Alexandria , May 30, 1862. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that I delivered over charge of Her Majesty’s 
Consulate, with the archives at Massowah, on the 9th February last to Captain Cameron, 
who on that day arrived and took upon himself the office of Her Majesty’s Consul at 
Massowah. 

My connection with the Massowah Consulate having been in consequence brought to an 
abrupt termination, after my employment in capacity of important trust for the past twelve 
vears, I desire respectfully to entrust through you to the Right Honourable Earl Russell, 
Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, the accompanying letter,* bringing to 
his Lordship’s notice the circumstances therein exposed, which I hope you may also think 
worthy of favourable appreciation. 

Trusting that your knowledge of my position at Massowah may enable you to give 
credit to uv statement to his Lordship when forwarding it, 1 have, Ac. 

(Signed) RAPHAEL BAKRONL 


/ 
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No. 756. 

Mr. Colquhoun to Earl Russell.—(Received June 19.) 

g ro. 74.) 

y Lord, Alexandria, June 3, 1862. 

T ALLUDED in one of my recent despatches* to the passage through Egypt of 
M. Schaeffer, Premier Secretaire Interpr&te de I’Empereur. This gentleman took with him 
on board the “ Curieux" the Somalies and Dankalies (not the prisoners implicated in the 
supposed murder of M. Lambert) taken to France by M. de Langle. 

M. Schaffer, 1 am informed by our Resident at Aden, carefully examined the whole 
Dankalie coast from Massowah to Zeila outside the Straits, and finally selected a place 
called Obokh as a site for a settlement; this they purchased from the Chiefs of Rachaita 
and Tajourra for 10,000 dollars, and here they hoisted the French flag and took posses¬ 
sion of it in the name of the Emperor under salute of twenty-one guns.f 

It is moreover rumoured, and very generally believed, that the French have induced 
the Porte to alienate to them the revenues of ieila till the sum of 35,000 dollars, the 
amount of the expenses of the mission of M. de Langle, to inquire into the death of 
M. Lambert, be paid. This is tantamount to a cession, for a long time may elapse before 
the indemnity is paid. 

Reports also speak of Edd and Amphila on the Dankalie coast inside the straits 
having attracted their atteniiou. Now all these places are integral portions of the Turkish 
Empire, and are actually farmed out year by year by the Pasha of Yemen, and when our 
Authorities in the Red Sea have endeavoured to induce the Chief to abstain from the Slave 
Trade ; they shelter themselves under the pretext that they are Turkish subjects, and say, 
any observation to be made to them must be made through the Turkish Government. 
How then can they now be permitted to sell a portion of their Sovereign’s dominions ? 

Captain Playfair says, that Obokh has hitherto been quite unknown to us, that part 
of the coast never having been properly surveyed—it can be of no advantage in a com¬ 
mercial point of view, however, well adapted for a coal depdt or anchorage; the only 
conceivable value of it to the French is, that it may make a good basis for operations in 
Eastern Abyssinia. 

M. Schaeffer maintains his strict incognito at Aden : the “ Curieux” was still there 
when the Simla left it on 27th ultimo. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ROBERT G. COLQUHOUN. 
P.S.—A sketch of the sea-coast is annexed. 

R. G. C. 


Inclosure in No. 756. 
Sketch of the Dankali Coast. 


No. 757. 


Earl Russell to Earl Cowley. 

(No. 722.) 

My Lord, Foreign Office , June 21, 1862. 

I INCLOSE, for your Excellency’s information, copy of a despatch from Her Majesty’s 
Consul-General at Alexandria,! upon the subject of the proceedings of the French in the 
Red Sea. 


I am, &c. 

(Signed) RUSSELL. 


* No. 748. 


t See No. 753. 


1 No. 756. 
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No. 753. 

Consul Finn to Earl Russell.—(Received June 23.) 

(No. 13. Consular.) 

My Lord, Jerusalem, June 3, 1862. 

1 HAVE the honour to inclose for your Lordship’s inspection, a copy of my despatch 
of this day’s date, addressed to Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Constantinople, respecting 
the ill-treatment of the Abyssinians here. 

The two despatches from me to his Excellency, referred to in the commencement of 
the inclosed, I have already sent in copy to your Lordship, on the 13th of March and 7th 
of May respectively.* 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES FINN. 


Inclosure in No. 758. 

Consul Finn to Sir H. Bulwer. 

Sir, Jerusalem, June 3, 1862. 

1 HAVE the honour to state to your Excellency, in continuation of my despatches 
of the 11th March and of the 5th May respecting the Abyssinians in Jerusalem, that their 
neighbours the Copts hftve lately taken to beating them more than formerly, both men and 
women, and otherwise in several petty ways illusing them, besides breaking open the locks 
of the church. And I ain unable to obtain any redress on their behalf, as the Pasha is 
absent on a journey, and the Local Council acting for him in the city refuse (as they 
say by his direction) to hear any Abyssinian complaint in which the English Consul 
interferes, and in which these people do not come into Court as bond fide Turkish subjects. 

I beg to add that this is a case of real hardship, and likely to lead to further evils, the 
Turkish authorities maintaining obstinately that the Abyssinians are their subjects, and the 
Copts and Armenians taking advantage of this principle being asserted to tyrannise over 
them. 

As long as this question remains unsettled, we are unable to enter into the details of 
dispute in order to promote a final arrangement of them. I therefore beg of your 
Excellency to furnish me with instructions on the subject as early as possible. 

I have, & c. 

(Signed) JAMES FINN. 


No. 759. 

Consul Cameron to Earl Russell.—(Received June 28.) 

(Separate.) 

My Lord, Massowah , May 5, 1862. 

I HAVE the honour to advise that I have this day drawn on the Lords Commissioners 
of the Treasury for the sum of 220/, sterling, intended to meet the expenses of my journey 
into the interior of Abyssinia. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) C. DUNCAN CAMERON. 


No. 760. 

Consul Cameron to Earl Russell.—(Received June 28.) 

(No. 9.) 

My Lord. Massowah, May 5, 1862. 

WITH reference to a letter of advice forwarded to your Lordship this day, reporting that 
I had takeu the liberty of drawing for 220/. sterling on Her Majesty’s Treasury for mv 
travelling expenses into the interior of Abyssinia, I would beg most respectfully to represent 
that this step was forced upon me, partly by the visit of his Royal Highness the Duke of 
Saxe Coburg, who came here at the time which I had fixed for my departure, and when I 
had consequently an entire caravan of mules ou my hands, with a large retinue of porters, 
guides, and soldiers sent down by the Viceroy of Tigre for my safe conduct, partly by the 

• No*. 727 and 751. 
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large immediate expenses attendant on a journey into the interior, which must be expected 
to extend over several months. The residue of the sum drawn, together with what I 
have taken up on my own account, must be expected to last me till the end of the year, 
as I shall be shut in by the rains at least till the month of November. 

Your Lordship may however be assured that this amount will be expended with the 
utmost economy and strictly accounted for, and if 1 have acted contrary to the rule, let 
me beg your Lordship to consider what would be my position in the interior of Africa 
without the means of support for myself or my people, and without any mode of commu¬ 
nication with the coast. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) C. DUNCAN CAMERON. 


Minute. 


Reply: Cannot sanction the draft until the particulars of his expenditure are sent 
home ; and inform that sums drawn in advance are not allowed. 


J. MURRAY. 


No. 761. 

Consul Cameron to Earl Russell.—(Received June 28.) 

(No. 10.) 

My Lord, Massowah , May 5, 1862. 

1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge your Lordship's despatch No. 1, February 
22nd, transmitting a letter to King Theodore of Abyssinia.* 

Your Lordship may be assurred that I will do my utmost to make it subservient to 
the objects of my appointment. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) C. DUNCAN CAMERON. 


No. 762. 

Consul Cameron to Earl Russell . —(Received June 28.) 

(No. 11.) 

My Lord, Massowah, May 5, 1862. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge your Lordship’s circular of Janua y 31st, 
transmitting copies of Acts respecting Trade passed during last Session of Parliament. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) C. DUNCAN CAMERON. 


No. 763. 

Consul Cameron to Earl Russell.—(Received June 28.) 

(No. 12.) 

My Lord, Massowah , May 5, 1862. 

BEFORE leaving for the interior of Abyssinia, I trust I may be pardoned for submit¬ 
ting to your Lordship the expense I have been at in mere transit from England to 
Massowah, and leaving it to your Lordship to decide how far the amount should fall upon 
my pay and outfit allowance:— 

The cost of passage by rail from Calais to Trieste, a journey of five or six days, by 
first and second class, is 12/. 10$. The passage-money from Trieste to Alexandria, which 
takes five days, is 151. The journey from Alexandria to Suez costs 71. ; and the Oriental 
Company charged me no less than 40/. for my passage to Aden, 51. for my luggage, and 
20/. lor my servant, by second class, the third class being 16/. The voyage is one of six 
days. 

I have no account of what was paid for my servant and luggage to Alexandria, 
but it could not have been less than 20/. There seems to be a disproportion between the 
time taken in actual journeying and the amount paid, which I can only leave to your 

• No. 724. 
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I 



Lordships consideration, merely adding that hotel and contingent expenses would swell 
the amount considerably if, as was my case, there was any unforeseen detention in Egypt 
As regards outfit allowance, that and more must be spent literally in outfit • nor 
when it is considered that setting up here requires at once a traveller s equipment, as 
firearms, tents, saddle, canteen, &c., the furnishing a Consulate at Massowah, and the 
establishment of a home of some kind on the mainland. Can I imagine any possible outfit 
consistent with health and respectability which would cost less than three hundred 
pounds. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) C. DUNCAN CAMERON. 


Minutes. 

What is his salary ? When did it begin to run ? 

RUSSELL. 


Captain Cameron had the utmost indulgence shown to him in being allowed to 
remain in England on full pay, and having allowances made to him, and he has no fair 
claim to anything more. 

Ju/y 2, 1862. j MURRAY. 


Consul Cameron was paid full salary at the rate of 500/. a year from the date of his 
commission (i.e,, June 30th, 1860, to December 31st, 1860), when the salary was raised 
to 600/. 

He arrived in England on the 1st of December, I860; remained on full pay, and did 
not leave for his post till November 19th, 1861 ; arrived there February 9th 1862 and 
took charge February 10th. 

Has received an office allowance of 300/. a year from date of his taking charge of 
Consulate. 

A. C. S. 


Consul Cameron has certainly no claim to any further indulgence. 
July 19, 1862. * 6 


In March, 1861, Captain Cameron was ordered to defer his departure for Abyssinia 
until after the arrival in England of the Rev. J. W. Stern, who was then expected shortly 
to return from that country. 

E. HERTSLET. 


This decision was subsequently revoked See, No. 78C. 


No. 764. 

Mr, Saunders to Earl Russell,—(Received June 28.) 

fNo. 80.) 

My Lord, Alexandria , June 19, 1862. 

W 1TH reference to Mr. Colquhoun’s despatches Nos. 63 and 74 respecting the pro¬ 
ceedings of the trench at Obokh and Zaila, 1 have the honour to acquaint your Lordship 
that after the departure from Obokh of the French war-steamer “ Curieux,” a party of 
natives, belonging to some tribe or section which had not received any part of the purchase 
money, and who considered themselves aggrieved in this respect, came down to the coast 
in force to attack the occupants, and finding none upou the spet they forthwith proceeded 
to destroy all traces left in the shape of survey-marks and buoys in the anchorage, after 
which they departed to organize hostilities against the Sultan of Rahaita who had made 
the cession, the object being, as it would appear, rather to share in the booty than oppose 
the grant. 

Obokh is described as offering a tolerably good anchorage for nine months of the 
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year but exposed to the strong southerly winds which prevail in June, July and August. 
Her Majesty’s ship “ Hornet*’ being about to leave Suez on a cruize down the Red Sea, 
and Captain Dayman having asked me to point out any places which it might be desirable 
for him to visit with reference to these movements upon the coast beyond the Straits 1 
have recommended him to put himself in communication with our Political Resident at Aden 
in order to ascertain in what manner such a visit might be rendered most beneficial to the 

public service.^v^ir con8 y jB 8 that Obokh can never be of the slightest commercial value, 
nor would it serve as a coal-dep6t under the circumstances aforesaid. There is however 
plenty of fresh water to be obtained there, and the country around is covered with 
luxuriant vegetation, without trees or any traces of cultivation. 

As the basis of operations, should it ever be intended to undertake an expedition to 
the Shoa Country, the position mav be deemed an eligible one, in connection with the 
visionary project of founding in the distant future a rival empire in Abyssinia, wherewith 
many contingent circumstances mav be associated as prejiaratory links. # 

Mr. Scheffer has left Aden in the M Curieux ” for Suez with the intention of calling at 

Jedda on his wav. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) SIDNEY SMITH SAUNDERS. 


Minute, 

It is highly probable that the Church party iu France aim at the conquest of 
Abyssinia in order to convert the people who are now anti-Cathohc Christians, and the 
French Government is evidently taking preliminary steps towards that object. 

July 19, 1862. r - 


No. 765. 

To Admiralty and India Office, June , 1862. 
[ Obokh. 1 


No. 766. 


Earl Russell to Earl Cowley. 

Lord ^ Foreign Office, June 28, 1862. 

I INCLOSE, for your Excellency’s information, a copy of a despatch relating to 
the proceedings of the French in the Red Sea.* ^ ^ 

(Signed) RUSS BILL. 


No. 767. 

Mr. Merivale to Mr. Hammond.—(Received July 9.) 

(Confidential.) / n ^ office , July 9, 1862. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 13th ultimo, I am directed by Sir Charles 
Wood to forward, for the'information of Earl Russell, the accompanying extract of a 
letter received by the last mail from Major-General Honner, G.B., Acting Political Resident, 
Aden, regarding the purchase, by the French, of Obokh^^ ^ 

(Signed) ^ HERMAN MERIVALE. 


5 R 


• No. 764 








Inclosure in No 770. 

Commander C. J. Cruttenden, I.N., to the Acting Political Resident , Aden. 

8ir, u Zenobiaj” Aden, June 8, 1862. 

1 HAVE the honour to inform you that, in compliance with your wishes, I left Aden 
for the port of Obokh on the evening of the 5th instant, and 1 now beg to forward for 
your information the accompanying report of my proceedings. 

* No. 760. t No. 807. J No. 767. 


No. 768. 

To Earl Cowley, July , 1862. 
[Obokh.] 


No. 769. 

Mr. Murray to Consul Cameron. 

(No. 4.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, July 17, 1862. 

I AM directed by Earl Russell to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No. 9 of 
the 5th of May lost,* reporting that you had drawn a bill for 220/. to cover the expenses 
of your proposed journey into the interior of Abyssinia, and I am to inform you in reply 
that his Lordship cannot sanction the draft in question until you shall have sent home the 
particulars of the expenditure incurred by you on the occasion.f 

! am to add that the rules of Her Majesty's Consular Service do not admit of sums 
drawn in advance being allowed. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


(Confidential.) 

Sir, 


Mr. Baring to Mr. Hammond. — (Received July 19.) 


Sir, India Office, July 18, 1862. 

WITH reference to my letter of the 9th instant,{ I am directed by Sir Charles Wood 
to forward, for the information of Earl Russell, the accompanying copy of a Report by 
Commander Cruttenden, on the port of Obokh, recently purchased by the French. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed; T. F. BARING. 


The Acting Political Resident , Aden , to the Secretary to Government , Bombay. 


(Extract.) Aden, June 2, 1862. 

SINCE the despatch of my letter dated 23rd May, the French aviso-a-vapeur *• Le 
Curieux ** has left Aden ; neither the captain nor M. Schoeffer called on me, but they visited 
Captain Playfair, Assistant Resident, frequently, and freely admitted that they had 
actually obtained possession of Obokh by purchase from the Dunkalie chiefs. 

2. M. Schaffer asserted, whether sincerely or not I cannot say, that he was very much 
dissnppointed regarding the value of Obokh, and that interested parties had deceived the 
Government of the Emperor of the French, regarding the importance of the Abyssinian 
Trade, hut as this coast has, at various times, been carefully examined by scientific 
missions, and by several naval officers, one of them the Viscomte dc Langle, a French 
officer of unusual intelligence, it is hardly credible that this purchase would have been 
made without some clear understanding of its importance to the French. 

3. As an anchorage, or as a coal depot 1 cannot learn that it can ever be of the 
slightest importance to France, and its only importance, as far as I can see, would be 
as a point where future operations with regard to Abyssinia might be matured, and 
whence an expedition, friendly or otherwise, might be organized aud despatched to Shoa. 


No. 770. 


Indosure in No. 767. 
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2. T arrived off Ras-el-Bir at 7*30 a.m. on the 7th, and shortly after 8 a.m. anchored 
at Obokh (under the guidance of the same pilot who brought in the French despatch- 
vessel “ Curieux **) in seventeen fathoms water, a good half mile from the beach, in soft 
clay. 

3. I found the harbour to be formed by two reefs, extending off shore for nearly a 
mile on the eastern, and about half a mile on the western side. The shore reef extends 
about 500 yards from the beach, and was too shallow to admit of my gig getting nearer 
than 50 yards. Between the eastern reef and the shore reef there is a l>oat channel. 
The soundings between the reefs which ferni the harbour appear regular, and deeper than 
further outside, where we experienced one overfall, from nine to twenty-two fathoms, in a 
distance of a few yards. The anchorage is sheltered from west by south round to south¬ 
east, but is entirely exposed to the strong land winds, called by the natives “ Subbeh,” that 
blow from June to September in the mornings, and which would, l oonceive, produce a 
considerable swell inside the harbour. The holding ground, however, is good; but my 
pilot told me that native craft carefully eschew Obokh during the prevalence of the strong 
south-west winds. The anchorage is not difficult of approach, provided the reefs are 
visible, which they generally would be, unless in very calm and cloudy weather, or a very 
high tide. 

4. I landed, with some of my officers, about 10 a.m., and found two natives on the beach; 
one of these belonged to the Harroun tribe of Dunkalie, who reside at Obokh and its 
vicinity, the other was an intelligent Somalie. From them I ascertained that there were 
many families residing at a distance of about two miles, with their flocks ; they also con¬ 
ducted us to the bed of a water-course, which they assured us was full .of wells, hut that ft 
recent torrent had choked them up. They described the water as being perfectly sweet, 
very abundant, and within three feet of the surface. We saw no well ourselves, and cannot 
therefore judge if this statement is overdrawn. 

5. Obokh consists of a plain, perhaps one and a-half miles broad, intersected by 
numerous water courses, and flanked on either side by low sandy cliffs inland from the 
beach; the ground is somewhat lower than the sea, which, consequently, at low water spring 
tides, evidently covers a large space, leaving a broad bed of fetid black mud several feet 
deep, and so yielding as to be impassable. Owing to recent heavy rain, the plain presented 
an unusually fertile appearance, rich grass, three feet in height, being abundant. I observed 
no large trees of any kind, mangroves forming the only variety. 

6. The intense heat precluded my going two miles inland to visit the families of the 
Harroun, hut 1 despatched the Somalie above mentioned to invite them on board, promising 
to treat them well, and I then returned to the ship. 

7. After noon, Mahomed Hamal, the interpreter, brought oft'the Soumalie I had seen 

in the morning, who informed me that nothing would induce the Harroun Dunkalies to 
come on board, as they “feared we were French.** By this individual 1 was told that the 
sale of Obokh to the French, by the Chief of Raheitah, had caused great discontentment, 
and that Ali Mahomed, a powerful Dankali Chief, residing in the hills inland, had marched 
a force down to Obokh to expel the strangers, but on their arrival the “Curieux’’ had gone; 
they, however, destroyed all the surveyiug poles and flags that had been left behind, and 
they had likewise hired a man to bring on shore a buoy that had been left to mark the best 
anchorage, which they burnt. The Chief, I am informed, has now goue to attack 
Raheitah. , . 

8. His opposition, however, to the French is based more on sordid than patriotic 
motives; the Raheitah Chief having received 5,000 dollars part purclmse-money, naturally 
repudiated all previous promises and arrangements, and declined making an equitable 
division of his gains, and Ali Mahomed forthwith made preparations to attack him. 

9. The principal mover in this purchase has been one Wurreah Dceni, originally of 
Bumja descent, but himself a Mussulman. He recently visited France, and since his 
return he has exerted himself as much as lay in his power to assist the French in their 
views on the Abyssinian coast. 

10. As 1 recently had the honour to state in a former letter to you, Obokh is merely 
used as a place of refuge in bad weather by native craft; there is not a building of any 
kind *, there is nothing approaching to trade ; the place possesses no natural defences; 
provisions, as regards grain, vegetables, and fruit, are not to be obtained; the supply ot 
meat, consisting of goat mutton, is scanty and precarious; in fact the only articles to be 
found in abundance, as far as I could ascertain, were wood and water. 

11. The officers of the “Curieux” had stated that it was their intention to return 
shortly, and l was shown the spot they had selected for their tort, but which, seeing it is 
close to a bed of black mud, I consider somewhat doubtful. 

12. Having obtained all the information in my power, I left Obokh on the evening 
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of the 7th, and anchored here this morning. I beard a report that Her Majesty’s schooner 
“ Constance ” bad arrived at Tajourra two day6 previous. 

I have, &c. •_ 

(Signed) C. J. CRU ITJiNDEN. 


No. 771. 


Mr. Murray to Consul Cameron. 

(No. 5.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, July 20, 1862. 

I AM directed by Earl Russell to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No. 12 
of the 5th of May last,* and to state to you in reply that his Lordship cannot grant you 
any further allowance towards the cost of your journey to your post.f 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 772. 

Earl Russell to Mr. Grey. 

(No. 48. Confidential.) 

Sir, Foreign Office , July 30, 1862. 

I INCLOSE herewith, for your information, a copy of a letter from the India Office,} 
inclosing an extract of a letter from the Acting political Resident at Aden, respecting the 
purchase of Obokh by the French Government. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) RUSSELL. 


No. 773. 

Mr. Humberston, M.P ., to Earl Russell . 

My Lord, Mollington, near Chester , July 31, 1862, 

I TAKE the liberty of recommending to your notice Mr. Edward Walker, who 
is un applicant for the appointment of Vice-Consul at Massowah, Abyssinia. Mr. Walker 
is now acting at Massowah, and is I believe thoroughly competent to discharge all the 
duties of the office. 

Mr. Walker is the son of the Town Clerk of Chester, who is a gentleman of the 
highest respectability and standing. 

I therefore venture to hope your Lordship may be able to confer upon Mr. Edward 
Walker the appointment of Vice-Consul at Massowah. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PHILIP T. HUMBERSTON. 


Minutes. 

Is there uny need of such an appointment ? 


T. V. L. 


No present intention of appointing a Vice-Consul at Massowah. 

J. MURRAY. 


1 should strongly recommend that we should not be in too great a hurry to appoint 
Mr. Walker as Vice-Consul. Captain Cameron has already given much trouble, and his 
notions of doing business are remarkable, and require to be carefully watched. He 
probably wants to entail upon us the payment of his clerk. 

August 19, 1862. *• 

[See also No. 735. Answered September 3 (No. 779).] 

• No. 763. f D«ci*ion revoked :se« No. 789. J No. 767. 
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No. 774. 

Earl Russell to Sir H. Bulwer. 

(No. 464.) 

Sir, Foreign Office , August 2, 1862. 

HER Majesty’s Government have been informed that the Turkish Authorities on 
the western coast of the Red Sea, near Massowah, are making encroachments on the 
Abyssinian territories. 

I have to instruct your Excellency to warn the Turkish Government not to permit 
proceedings which may have the result of bringing them into collision with the King of 
Abyssinia. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) RUSSELL. 


No. 775. 

Mr. Lee to Mr. Layard. 

My dear Sir, Hartwell House , near Aylesbury , August 20, 1862. 

I TAKE leave to present to you a little book, in which your name has been inserted 
without vour consent, and I hope in a manner not personally disagreeable to you, even if 
you do not approve of the editor’s proposed distribution of the Ottoman Empire. 

I also take leave to call your attention as a statesman, to the work of my friend 
the learned and indefatigable Dr. Beke, “ On the Sources of the Nile,” printed by Madden, 
of Leaden hall-street, 1860. Also of his recent publication “On the French and English 
in the Red Sea, more particularly in Abyssinia,” London, 1862 ; by Taylor and Francis, of 
Fleet-street. Each of them being important publications in a national point of view, as 
well as highly interesting to Oriental travellers, as historical, geographical, and antiquarian 
communications; and if you can in anv manner promote the wishes of Dr. Beke, I shall 
be personally obliged to you, and it would be, I feel, an agreeable mark of attention to the 
Syro-Egyptian Society, whose meetings recommence in November. 

I remain, &c. 

(Signed) J. LEE. 


No. 77G. 

Dr. Beke to Mr. Layard. 

Dear Sir, Bekesbourne House, near Canterbury , August 22, 1862. 

OUR good friend, Dr. Lee, has commissioned me to forward to you the inclosed 
letter, together with a little publication, containing a report of his speech at the Hartwell 
festival last year. He asks, at the same time, for my opinion respecting his proposed 
apportionment of the Turkish Empire, which I must candidly confess does not altogether 
approve itself to my mind. 

As regards, however, the dominions of the Ottoman Porte along the African coast of 
the Red Sea, respecting which alone I profess to entertain any decided opinions, I feel 
convinced that in the present state of European politics, the interests of England requires 
that Turkey should retain the absolute sovereignty and [wssession of the whole of them, 
and that the English Government should adopt more decided and systematic measures, 
to counteract French intrigues to gain a footing there. 

You will no doubt have heard that the natives of Obokh have resumed possession of 
that place, destroying all the landmarks, &c., set up by the would-be purchasers. It is to 
be seen whether the French Government will insist on their bargain. I suspect not, now 
that public attention has been directed to the transaction. 

Were, however, King Theodore, or any other native potentate to obtain possession of 
any portion of the Abyssinian sea-board, I doubt not that the French would soon manage 
to get a footing there. The bribe they would offer him would be more than he could 
resist; and we should be impotent to prevent it. This shows how erroneous is our policy 
with respect to Abyssinia. 

The present Emperor of Ethiopia may, perhaps, retain for a while the sovereignty of 
the whole empire; but he will never found a dynasty, and the time must come—most 
probably even before his death—when the fabric hastily raised by him, with English 
assistance, will fall to the ground. 

I would beg leave to direct your serious attention to the accompanying extract from 
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Mr. Salt’* “ Voyage to Abyssinia,” which plaioly points out the physical and moral 
obstacles in the way of an amalgamation between Amhara and Tigr6,—two countries which 
differ far more than Piedmont and Naples. The French are quite alive to this, and hence 
it is that they have always endeavoured to establish a separate sovereign in Tigr£ and that 
when the Emperor Napoleon lately offered his friendship to Theodore it was on the 
condition that he recognized the independence of Tigr£ as a separate kingdom. In the 
natural course of events, Tigrt* will again assert, and ultimately maintain, her independence; 
when France will be regarded as a benefactor and ally, and England, on the other hand, 
will justly Im; looked on as an enemy, that for years has aided in suppressing the national 
independence. That it was not so intended, I am aware; but such has been the result, 
arising rom ignorance of the real state of the country. 

This is the reason for my opposing the cause of Theodore. Whilst resident in 
Mauritius, 1 learned from my Abyssinian servants, some of whom were natives of Kassai 
(Theodore’s own province), too much respecting his personal character to allow me to 
admire him, or to believe in his permanent retention of the throne he has usurped. Still, 
if I thought him firmly seated on that throne, I should have no hesitation in accepting his 
sovereignty ns a fait accompli , just as we have had to do in the case of the Emperor 
Napoleon himself, for whom I fancy few Englishmen (more than myself) entertain much 
personal reb[>cct or regard. 

As considerable changes are now taking place in the British Consulates within the 
Turkish Dominions, it really appears that a most suitable opportunity presents itself for 
altering our whole j>olicy with respect to the regions on the western shores of the Red Sea. 
Captain Cameron might be recalled and placed at some post nearer home, where his 
services would be more useful; and were I sent to Massowah in his stead, 1 would hope 
to do as has been done by Brant nt'Trebisond, by Lynch at Bussorah, and by Frere [?] at 
Kurmchee—establish a trade with the countries in the interior of the continent, both in 
their native productions und also in British manufactures. The material advantages 
resulting to King Theodore, or any other native potentate, would render him far more 
desirous of cultivating the friendship of the English nation than the presence of an English 
Agent at his Court, unless that Agent were to continue to act as Mr. Consul Plowden 
acted, which, under existing circumstances, is not likely. 

Pray excuse my addressing you thus freely. I do so because I feel deeply the 
importance of the subject, and that no one is so intimately acquainted with it in all its 
bearings as is, 

Yours, &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES BEKE. 


No. 777. 

Dr. Beke to Mr. Layard. 

Dear Sir, Bekesbourne House , near Canterbury , August 25, 1862. 

AS the following intelligence from Abyssinia may po&sibly not yet have come to 
your knowledge, I deem it my duty to lose no time in communicating it to you. 

King Theodore was about to march into Oodjam in the south-west of Abyssinia, 
against Tsiddela, the hereditary Prince of that province. Should he do so his projected 
expedition into the Egyptian and Turkish territories, towards the north-east, would have 
to be postponed. 

On the other hand, I would beg leave to remark that, in that event, Mr. Consul 
Cameron would have to follow the King several hundred miles into the interior, away 
from the sea-coast, where alone lus presence as Consul is needed. 

From the inclosed sketch map, showing the relative positions of the several chief 
divisions of Abyssinia, you will see at a glance how little England has to do with any of 
those provinces, excepting Tigre, which is just the one that for so many years she has 
neglected. 

On the back of the map I have noted down the descent of the Prince of Godjam, 
Taddcla- (the son of) Gwalu, from the Emperor Yasu I, of the line of Solomon, King of 
Israel. From this pedigree you will perceive that he is cousin to Biru- (son of) Goshu, 
who was slain in battle by Theodore (then Kassai) in 1852, as mentioned in page 19 of 
my pamphlet. I resided two years in Godjam, and well remember how the family of 
Gwalu. Has Hailas’ grandson were beloved, and how much it was regretted that the 
sovereignty of the province had temporarily passed into the family of Dejajmatch Zandi, 
Ras Hailas* son-in-law, who had acquired it by a coup de main , unsurpassed by any of 
Theodore’s, or even of the Emperor Napoleon. 
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The Abyssinians are essentially an aristocratic people, holding their hereditary 
Sovereigns and nobles in the greatest reverence. During five years, at the beginning of 
the last century, from 1709 to 1714, an usurper like the present Theodore, filled the 
Throne, but he was soon set aside again by a Prince of the blood royal; and I cannot 
conceive that the present King, who is not only an usurper but an impostor, will be able 
to retain the Throne long. The first reverse will destroy his prestige, and his fall must 
quickly ensue. 

In no part of Abyssinia are his pretensions less valued than in Godjam, for it is 
in that province that the prophecy respecting the real “Theodore’’ is expected to be 
fulfilled ; a u tell ” named Debriet (which 1 have visited) being pointed out as the site of his 
future capital. How Kassai of Kwara should have pretended to be the predicted Theo¬ 
dore, I cannot imagine, unless at the suggestion of that arch intriguer Padre Jacobis. 
Strangely enough, on the very morning on which I had the honour of an interview with 
you at the Foreign Office, I had placed in my hands some most singular papers relative 
to the claim, at the present day, of an Anglo-Roman family to the Throne of Abyssinia, 
in which the name of Padre Jacobis appears. 

I mentioned to you that Baron Theodore von llcuglin had arrived at Gondnr. 
When he was formerly there in 1852, he made a very favourable impression on the then 
rebel Kassai, now King Theodore, and I fully expect he will be appointed to succeed the 
late Mr. Bell. If so it augurs no good to British or Protestant interests. I have written 
for precise information on the subject, which I hope to receive very shortly. 

1 take the liberty of communicating with you personally, because I feel assured you 
will be glad to be kept aware of what is going on, and an official communication would 
doubtless take merely its official course, and might not, therefore, come before you, or 
at all events, not for some time. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES BEKE. 


Inclosure in No. 777. 
Pedigree. 


The Emperor Yaiu I. = 
of the line of Snlnmou, 
1680-1704 


O. WaLLSTA IsSABf. 
(let break in the male line) 


Gerasmatch Y asu ■> Itegen Mantnah, 

widow of the Emperor Bacuffa, 
and mother of the Emperor Yaio II, 
who reigned 1729-1763. 


I 

Osoro Aaria 

(Brucea’a " Osoro Esther ") 


I 

O. Wallkta Iasail 
(2nd break in the male line) 


Ras H aila Yesus. 
Brace’s friend "Ayto Ayto,” 
Governor of Godjam 
and Damot 


Dedj. « JoAedac," 
or Wuaaadiekh. 
see Bruce iv, 99, 
Governor of Darwot. 


I 

O. Allweli 


>1. 


Ras Maaaiao, 

of Godjam 


Dedj. Gwalu, 
of Godjam 


Dedj. Taddbla 


Oiaoro Dinkaniak ■ Dedj. Gaudib, 

I Mr. Salt’s •• Zoldl," 
__| Governor of Damot 

Raa Goshu, of Godjsm ■> 
and Damot 


Dedj. Biau. Killed, 1862, by Kaiaai. 


No. 778. 

Dr. Beke to Mr. Layard. 

Dear Sir, Bekesboume House , near Canterbury , September 2, 1862. 

I HAVE just heard that M. Lejean, who is mentioned in the concluding paragraphs 
of my pamphlet, “The French and English in the Red Sea,” has been despatched on a 


















mission from the Emperor Napoleon to the Emperor Theodore. The object of the mission 
is manifest. Theodore will be encouraged to take possession of the coast. 

The Turkish Government has installed Naib Idris, of Arkeeko, in the government of 
the Dankali coast; but as he was the agent through whom the French supplied Agan 
Negussie and Merred with arms, he is not to be depended on in anything opposed to French 
interests ; and it would not be surprising, if in Theodore’s troops coming down, he should 
throw off his allegiance to the French, and declare himself a vassal of Theodore. In this 
case, it is not at all improbable that the French will obtain from Theodore a confirmation of 
the cessions made to them of Dissee, Edd, and Obokh. As both Theodore and Abdul Aziz 
are our allies we can have no reasonable ground for interfering between them, even though 
wc see what the result of the contest will be. 

The Turks (Egyptians) at Khartum are much alarmed at the invasion of Sennar by 
Theodore, as it is generally understood there that the natives would prefer the Abyssinian to 
the Turco-Egyptian rule. I do not think, however, that the Abyssinians will, for the present, 
move in that direction. The French are not likely to permit Said Pasha’s interests in the 
upper country to suffer, however little they may regard those of the Ottoman Porte. 

According to the latest news from Abyssinia the Emperor Theodore’s feelings towards 
the Protestant Missionaries has sensibly changed—so much so, indeed, that four of their 
companions, who were on their way to join them, have thought it prudent not to enter 
Theodore’s dominions, and have therefore stopped at Matemma, on the Nile, till they see 
what turn things are likely to take. 

Baron Theodore V. lieuglin was still with the Emperor I do not yet know whether he 
has actually entered his service ; hut I am expecting to hear every day. It is, however, 
fully expected he will have done so. His influence with the Emperor will not be favourable 
either to England or the Protestant Missionaries ; and it is much to be feared that since 
the death of Consul Plowdcn and Mr. Bell all the good (?) they did has been reversed. 

Altogether matters are getting everyday more involved in and about Abyssinia, It is 
only to he regretted that, as far as England is concerned, they should, during so many years, 
have been so thoroughly misunderstood and mismanaged. They might be remedied even 
yet, though there is but little time to apply the remedy. 

I do not know whether I am right in thus addressing you direct; but the case is 
urgent, which must be my apology, if I am wrong. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES BEKE. 


Inclosure in No. 778. 

Mr. Salt on the Fundamental Distinction between the two Abyssinian Provinces (or Kingdoms) 
of Amhara and TigrJ. Extracted fram his “ Voyage to Abyssinia 

THE high range ot mountains in Samen, extending from Waldubha to the south of 
Las'.e, together with the line of the Tacazze, which shapes its course north easterly along 
its base, sufliciently point out the boundaries of the two larger divisions of Tigrtf and 
Amhara, and when we consider in addition to these natural obstacles to communication 
that the inhabitants of both countries speak distinct languages and are so materially different 
in character, it can only remain matter of surprise that they ever became united under one 
government. In fact, the union appears at no period of time to have been very cordial; 
the conquest of one by the other has been frequently effected, but the possession ot either 
state has been always held by very precarious tenure, a natural jealousy existing between 
the two classes of natives, which renders impracticable all attempts at establishing any 
intimate or permanent connection between them. The alliance of Tigr£ with Amhara was 
indeed more uninterrupted while the latter held the whole southern range of country ; but 
when the irruptions of the Galla had weakened it by breaking ofl'the provinces of Shoa and 
Efat, Tigr£ regained its independence ; and though it has since been nominally held by a 
Viceroy, tinder the orders of the Emperor, yet it has not unfrequently assumed the right 
of nominating that sovereign to his erown. 

The territories coloured yellow in the map are either subject to the command, or 
acknowledge the influence of Riis Welled Selassd, forming the division commonly passing 
under the appellation of Tigr<*, which may be considered as the more powerful state of the 
three; a circumstance arising from the natural strength of the country, the warlike 
di*q>osition of its inhabitants, and its vicinity to the sea coast, an advantage that has secured 
to it the monopoly of all the musquets imported into the country, and what is of still more 
consequence, of all the salt required for the consumption of the interior.—(Pages 486,487.) 
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No. 779. 

Mr. Murray to Mr. P. Humberston, M.P. 

Foreign Office , September 3, 1862. 

IN reply to your letter of the 31st of July last,* recommending Mr. Edward Walker 
for the post of British Vice-Consul at Massowah, I am directed by Earl Russell to inform 
you that Her Majesty’s Government have no intention at present of appointing a Vice- 
Consul at that place. 

1 am to convey to you the expression of his Lordship’s regret that, through an over¬ 
sight, your letter should have remained so long unaswered. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 780. 

Consul Cameron <o Mr. Hammond. —(Received September 8.) 

Dear Sir, Adowa, May 27, 1862. 

I HAVE already reported officially that His Royal Highness the Duke of Saxe Coburg 
commissioned me to present one of his decorations to the King of Abyssinia ;t and I then 
expressed a hope that this would essentially favour the objects of my journey into the 
interior. 

I might have added that it was entirely at my suggestion that Ilis Highness made this 
return to the Sovereign on whose territories he had been a guest, and that it was done no 
less with the object of strengthening my hands in a country where many of His Highness's 
countrymen are continually requesting the protection of the British Consulate, than directly 
as a slight support to a mission in which his political and family relations led him to take 
a particular interest. 

I was unwilling to lay stress on this officially, for fear of misconstruction, of which I 
know His Royal Highness was afraid. 

I am, however, anxious that Earl Russell should be informed of what I feel to be no 
less an act of kindness towards inyself than goodwill towards my country, and feel certain 
that if his Lordship could take an opportunity of informing His Highness that I had con¬ 
veyed so much to him, and that the spirit by which His Highness was actuated was 
appreciated by his Lordship, it would give much pleasure. 

As the Foreign Office may not hear from me again for some time, I may merely state 
that my expedition has proceeded 6lowly, on account of fever having broken out in mv 
camp. 

I have been obliged to drop twenty sick men—my own and the Viceroy’s—on the road, 
and my house here is a hospital. 

I shall overtake the King, they say here, in six weeks. But he is always on the move. 

W hether he does’nt move down on the coast will depend on circumstances. 

The proceedings of the Turks on the coast have been reported to him from here, but 
no reply received. 

1 do hope the former will be warned at once, as I requested lately. 

A clear settlement requires time and consideration. But, in the mean time, the Turks 
must be kept back, particularly as they calculate on a certain approval on our part of their 
proceedings, and will assuredly bring themselves into collision with Theodore, if they 
encroach so rapidly on the interior as they have been lately doing. 

They should be specially warned, and, I think, formally, against interfering with the 
salt and sulphur mines I mentioned. 

The King could hardly avoid fighting on that score, as their taking possession of them 
would make him dependent on an enemy for his circulating medium and ammunition, there 
being no other of these mines in the country. 

Abyssinia is, for the present, submitted throughout Shoa, Amhara, and Tigr& Only 
two mountain chiefs still hold out. 

Believe me, &c. 

(Signed) C. DUNCAN CAMERON. 


• No. 773. t No. 736. 

5 T 
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Minute. 

Enter, and pat by. 

E. HAMMOND. 


No. 781. 

Mr. Murray to Dr. Beke. 

Sir, Foreign Office, September 9, 1862. 

MR. LAYARD, who has gone abroad, begged me, before starting, to write you a line 
to thank you for various communications which you have recently made to him about 
Abyssinia. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 782. 

Sir H. Bulwer to Earl Russell.—[Received September 26.) 

(No. 694.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, September 7, 1862. 

IN accordance with the instructions contained in your Lordship’s despatch No. 464 
of the 2nd ultimo,* 1 have warned the Porte not to permit the Turkish Authorities on the 
western coast of the Red Sea, near Massowah, to make encroachments on the Abyssinian 
territories, which may have the result of bringing them into collision with the King of 
Abyssinia. 

Aali Pasha stated to me in reply that the Porte has no troops in that direction, and 
cannot therefore have attempted the encroachments which have been reported to Her 
Majesty’s Government, but that the origin of the statement was probably as follows: 
certain Ottoman subjects had sometime back obtained the protection of the King of 
Abyssinia. Recently these persons had spontaneously expressed a wish to return to their 
former allegiance—but the Porte had no intention of raising any question calculated to 
lead to a misunderstanding, or provoke a collision with the King of Abyssinia. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) H. L. BULWER. 


No. 783. 

Consul Cameron to Earl Russell.—(Received Ocfofter 21.) 

(Separate.) 

My Lord, Gondar , July 20, 1862. 

I HAVE the honour to state that I have been at my post in Abyssinia, and in the 
execution of ray duties, during the whole of the quarter ending the 30th June last. 

I have, See. 

1 (Signed) C. DUNCAN CAMERON. 


No. 784. 

Consul Cameron to Earl Russell.—(Received October 21.) 

(No. 13.) 

My Lord, Gondar , Abyssinia , July 21, 1862. 

1 HAVE the honour to advise, that I have this day drawn on Her Majesty’s Treasury 
a set of bills for 75/. sterling, to the order of Edward Hertslet, Esq., at thirty days after 
sight, on account of office allowance, as authorized by despatch of 2nd February’, 1861. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) C. DUNCAN CAMERON. 


• No. 774. 


- 
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Minute . 

Bill cancelled. Office allowance issued with salary. 


No. 785. 

Consul Cameron to Earl Russell.—(Received October 21.) 

(No. 14.) 

My Lord, Gondar, July 22. 1862. 

I HAVE the honour to report that 1 arrived at this town on the 23rd ultimo. 

King Theodore is at present in the Galla country, but has directed me to await his 
arrival here. 

It is impossible to say when he will come to Gondar. The probability is, however, 
that he will move in this direction towards the end of September—the rainy season being 
then over. 

It would seem premature to send your Lordship a detailed political Report at present, 
as commanded by my instructions.* 

Suffice to say that the plans of the present Ruler of Abyssinia, as announced in the 
despatches of mv predecessor from time to time during the last nine years, are now nearly 
realized. 

He is master of the sovereignties of Amhara, Tigr£, and Shoa—the late Rulers of 
those kingdoms, with their nearer kindred, have been either killed or placed in a position 
to render them powerless—the puppet Emperor of Abyssinia has been unceremoniously 
set aside. 

The feudal system, at the same time, which has hitherto been the curse of the 
country', has been deprived of its more mischievous elements—the Tekawunt, an 
oligarchical body composed of forty of the more powerful nobles of Tigr6, has been 
broken up, the rights of justice have been taken away from the aristocracy and vested either 
in paid officials or learned men, and the whole country is now united under a military 
despotism, very different alike from the •• heptarchy ” described by Salt, and the utter 
confusion which prevailed in the time of Harris and Mr. Plowden. 

The great difficulty of the King at present lies on the side of the Galla country and in 
Godjam, where a single rebel with a small following is still holding out in the mountains. 

The latter conquered—a comparatively easy matter—and the former curbed, the 
King will, I feel certain, direct his attention to the provinces wrested from Abyssinia on 
the side of Sennaar, and those oil the coast to which the Turks are at present asserting 
pretensions. 

On the latter point, I have already written to your Lordship. I may add, however, 
that 1 was right when I asserted that King Theodore would not regard the settlement of 
the Turks on the sea-coast with indifference. 

He has directed the Governor of Hamazcyn to keep a watch over the movements of 
the Turks, to collect tribute formally from those tribes who belong properly to Abyssinia, 
but who have been overawed into paying tribute to Turkey during the late troubles in 
this country; finally, to offer no provocation to the Turkish authorities, but, in the event 
of any aggression on their part, to draw upon Tigrd for forces to resist. 

1 have said thus much merely to prepare your Lordship for the attitude which this 
Christian Power, thus suddenly revived, may possibly assume under its present Ruler. 

I shall write farther when I shall have seen the King and ascertained his views more 
precisely. 

In the meantime, I can have no doubt, from the manner in which I have been 
treated by his order, that he is both anxious for our friendship, and feels that he may 
stand in need of our future support. 

Let me beg of your Lordship, in conclusion, to pardon my not having reported my 
arrival here before, but I have been laid up with fever ever since my reaching Gondar, and 
utterly unfit for business until within the last three days. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) C. DUNCAN CAMERON. 


No. 6C9. 
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No. 786. 


Consul Cameron to Bari Rustell.—(Received October 21.) 

(No. 15.) 

My Lord, Gondar, August 15, 1862. 

1 HAVE the honour to state that, finding there is little reliance to be placed on the 
Gondar merchants for a supply of money on an emergency, I have transmitted this day 
an order on my Foreign Office agent, Mr. Hertslet, in favour of the British Resident at 
Aden, for the sum of 1,000 dollars. 

I have, however, received no statement of my account with him from Mr. Hertslet 
since tny arrival in Abyssinia, and as I consequently do not know how I stand with him, 
I would beg most respectfully that your Lordship will, under any circumstances, authorize 
him to cash the bill in question, it being intended principally to meet my future travelling 
expenses. 

1 regret, under the circumstances, tliat I am unable to prepare an account of my 
travelling expenses hitherto, to uccompany this despatch. 

But, on comparison with those of Mr. Plowdcn’s first journey, they will not, I think, 
be found inordinate. 

I shall forward such an account by my next messenger. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) C. DUNCAN CAMERON. 


Minutes. 

See Mr. Hertslet*8 explanation sent herewith. What shall be done ? 

E. HAMMOND. 


I received Captain Cameron’s salary for the quarter ending 31st March, on the 7th 
May, and on the 10th May I sent Captain Cameron a statement of his account with me 
up to that date. 

I have not yet received his salary for the quarter ending 30th June; but 1 under¬ 
stand his life certificate has arrived to-day. 

Foreign Office , October 21, 1862. EDWARD HERTSLET. 


This is not enough. I must know whether, with the salary up to June 30th, Mr. 
Hertslet will have money enough to meet the draft, and is prepared to meet it. 

October 22. 1862. E. HAMMOND. 


Captain Cameron’s gccount with me is at this momeut overdrawn to the amount of 
14/. 5*. 7d., and although I shall receive to-day bis salary and office allowance for the 
quarter ending 30th June, 219/. 7s. 6 d., he has anticipated nearly the whole of it 

In August last 1 received a letter from Captain Cameron, dated 16th May, in which 
he requested me to pay to the Political Agent at Aden the sum of 300/., and to send to 
Mr. Walker, his lot'um tenens at Massowah, “any sums he might write for ” during his 
absence in the interior. 

I received at the same time a letter from Mr. Walker, requesting me to send him 50/. 
at my “ earliest convenience,” but as I hod no funds to meet these demands, and as 
Captain Cameron had previously requested me to pay 200/. to his mother, besides other 
sums (some of large amount) to various tradespeople for his outfit, I hesitated at first as to 
what course to pursue, but thinking that Captain Cameron might be put to inconvenience 
if he were allowed to remain in the interior of Abyssinia without money, 1 wrote to the 
Political Agent at Aden (Captain Playfair), requesting him to send 100/. tnot 300/.) to 
Captain Cameron as soon as ever he received intelligence that he was alive on the 30th 
June; and I also wrote to Mr. Walker, and authorized him to draw on me for 50/. as 
soon as he received Captain Cameron's life certificate to the same date. 



/ 
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These bills will no doubt be presented before the end of the present quarter, and I 
shall therefore have to make the following payments out of Captain Cameron's salary 
received to-day:— 


£ 

Bill, Captain Playfair .100 

Bill, Mr. Walker .. .. .. .. 50 

Promissory Note, Rutherford, Tailor .. 41 

Overdrawn last quarter .. .. * .. 14 
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Besides other small amounts which Captain Cameron has requested me to pay for him 
without delav. 

Foreign Office, October 23, 1862. E. HERTSLET. 


P.S.—It should be mentioned that a few days before Captain Cameron wrote to me, 
requesting me to send 300/. to the Political Agent at Aden, he drew a bill on the Govern¬ 
ment for 220/., to cover the expenses of his journey into the Interior, which was 
conditionally accepted; but I was not aware of vhis lact when I authorized Captain 
Playfair to send him 100/. in anticipation of his June quarter's salary. 

E. H. 


Mr. Consul Cameron’s travelling expenses have not been allowed ; but, considering 
all the circumstances, I am disposed to revoke that decision, and in consideration of the 
distance and the difficulty of reaching Abyssinia, to allow Mr. Cameron's travelling 
expenses. What was done in Mr, Plowden’s case ? 

October 24, 1862. R. 


Consul Plowden was allowed, in addition to his outfit allowance of 170/., 
(Mr. Cameron’s outfit was 1*25/ ), the expense of his journey from England to Mussowah, 
148/. 5s. 2//., as well as his passage from Southampton to Aden, 41/., or in all, 189/. 5s. 2d. 

In 1850, Consul Plowden charged 36<7. 18*. 3 d. for travelling expenses into the 
interior of Abyssinia, from August 21, 1848, to April 4,1850, nineteen months, and these 
charges were allowed. 

Some difficulty at first arose about passing his accounts without the necessary 
vouchers, but as Consul Plowden explained that “ writing was almost unknown in that 
country, and receipts entirely so,” he was told to keep an exact account of his disburse¬ 
ments, in accordance with the 9th section of Inclosure 4 of the General Consular 
Instructions. 

I learn from Mr. Hertslet, and it is only fair to Captain Cameron that I should state, 
that many of the articles which he ordered in England have not been sent out to him for 
want ol f unds, and that he has been put to no little inconvenience from the want of them. 

Mr. Cameron states in his despatch No. 12 of the 12th May last, that the bare 
travelling expenses of himself and servant from England cost him 126/. 5 s. 4 d., exclusive 
of hotel charges and contingent expenses occasioned by his unforeseen detention in Egypt. 
Shall the above sum be allowed him for these expenses ? 

Foreign Office, November 2, 1862. A. L. COLES. 


Mr. Hammond is of opinion that Consul Cameron’s travelling expenses from 
England should be allowed, in pursuance of Lord Russell’s Minute. 

A. L. C. 


No. 787. 

Monsignor Massnja to Earl liussell.—(Received October 21, i 862 .) 

Excellency, Limu-Ennerea, October 24, 186 

IN the fifteen years elapsed since my leaving Europe for these regions, having been 
several times in want, I thought of addressing mvself to (’ t- Britannic 














men!; but tbc difference of religion causing me to suppose an antipathy which perhaps 
does not exist, I have always refrained: but the Consular Agent of Her Majesty in 
Massowah having recently rendered me some services, and having also assured me, that in 
aiding Catholic missionaries he thought that, on the contrary, he was acting in accordance 
with Her Majesty's desires, my fears vanished, and immediately I felt a wish to open my 
heart to a Government for which I have always had a great respect. I should have been 
glad to do it last year, but 1 was too much in Caffa, a country too far away for such a 
correspondence. Now that, by the grace of God, I am come back from that region, and am 
more in the way, I propose to do it. May God then grant to Her Majesty a long reign of 
|>eace, and likewise add all that her heart can wish for the happiness of her country and 
lamily. 

And now 1 will speak of some ideas of mine respecting Abyssinia, being persuaded 
that they will not be despised. Reflecting on the enormous expenses that the English 
Government has incurred in Abyssinia, both in the way of diplomacy and of religious 
missions, it is clear that it must have great views upon this country; for 1 cannot think 
that in all these political and religious missions, the Government can have merely had 
material views of gain or of conquest. I think it must have conceived the same idea which 
guides me also in the apostolate of these regions, and the only one that I believe to be suited 
to the tendencies of European civilization. Abyssinia, considered solely with a view to 
conquests, both political and religious, is a very superb land, and naturally strong through¬ 
out, beyond all calculations; the Galla country is much more pliable in everything, and 
God has made it naturally subject to Abyssinia, which cannot be reached otherwise than 
through it, or else by way of Sennaar, if that were a European country, however miserable 
and unhealthy. But in my ideas, instead of seeking to oppose Abyssinia in its views and 
its policy, it would be better to favour it: on the contrary, to educate it, and to raise it to 
a Christian kingdom, so as to profit by the element of sympathy with Christian Europe 
which it presents, and thus to make head against the inundation of Islam, which menaces 
all this part of Eastern Africa. Islam is about to fall in Europe and in Upper .Asia, but it 
is every day stronger in Africa, and it will become still more so by immigration into Africa. 
It is the Moslem propaganda which maintains those savage people in barbarism, rendering 
them unimprovable by Europe, by rendering them inaccessible, as none can know better 
than the English Government. It is a fact proved by experience that Islamism is actuated 
by a murderous spirit against Christians. No European Government has so many insulated 
positions among the fanatic Moslem as the English Government; having been several 
times at Aden, I have medituted on the wonderful fortifications raised by the Government, 
for a defence against the Arnhs ; and 1 wus astonished to see such a position in the midst 
of fanatical Moslems guarded by soldiers more than half of whom were fanatical Moslems, 
who sympathized very deeply with the indigenous imputation; and 1 said within myself, 
might it not be, that one day this fortress might suddenly fall into the hands of the Moslems? 
and then what would become of the poor Christians who are here, and might not this 
fortress so near the Straits take possession of the Red Sea against the Europeans ? Recent 
accounts from the Indies ought to put Europe on its guard, for if what has been done there 
should be repeated at a time when Europe has to think for itself, and may not be able to 
do much abroad, might not a Mussulman power arise in these parts much more formidable 
than the old Turkey ? The mass of the people here are all fanatical Moslems, and only 
want a Chief; the spirit of rebellion is very high, and there are already many great mer¬ 
chants with ships, built .in the European manner, who at this time navigate the seas under 
the English flag; all this makes one think not of any immediate danger, but of danger in 
future, and I have heard many things with my own ears. May not the history of the 
Portuguese on the Mozambique coast he renewed ? The wise man thinks of the present 
state of his house, and of its future also ; so it is with wise nations. Nothing remains to 
Portugal in the Indies except that part which is regenerated by the faith alone; the countries 
with n different faith are the property of one single day. Oh. that the sums expended by 
England in missions had been in the hands of the Catholics! but as that is a thing far off, 
let us come to our object. Whereas religious regeneration has not corresponded with the 
ho|>cs of Christian Europe in these parts, it would be necessary to consider at least of 
effecting political operations which would, by their nature secure the influence of European 
civilization in these countries, in the hope that religion might with time enter in by degrees. 
Abyssinia, Christian in name, in policy, and in feeling, however miserable it may be, is the 
only Christian element existing in these parts; instead of endeavouring to lower and 
degrade it, 1 would wish it were helped and favoured in its superb nationality; religious 
regeneration will follow to complete her union with Europe. 

The present Emperor is of a character su|»erior to that of all his predecessors, and 
though uneducated he has done things which have raised this country to a more favourable 
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point than it has held for three centuries past; he has put down all the elements of the 
civil war which was raining the country, there is no longer a rival dynasty, it is all gone 
and has been put to the sword; the menacing caste of learned men has been vanquished 
humiliated, and his name is alone equivalent to a formidable army ; he has overcome all 
the usages of the land in judicial processes, and has acted so that his power appears to be 
established, and bis kingdom will, in less than two years, absorb all the principalities and 
republics of the Galla and Sidama countries, and will infallibly extend its frontiers to the 
sources of navigable rivers, which will be the means of putting him in relation with 
the Indian ocean. This Prince would require only a little education, a small harbour on 
the Red Sea, and some ships of war, to raise himself to a power sufficient to stem the 
Mussulman torrent wh : ch threatens all this part of Eastern Africa, and likewise to encourage 
European civilization on these Arabian coasts; should he become a powerful Prince, he 
will never be able to impose on Europeans, because he is surrounded by enemies and has 
no indigenous resources; he will always be compelled to exchange his commercial pro¬ 
ductions with objects of arms, vessels, and the like, and therefore he will necessarily be 
always the creature of that European power which aids him, if encouraged he will destroy 
all the Moslem favourers of barbarism, and enemies of the European nume in those parts, 
as he has already shewn he can do in the interior. Would it not be to the interest of 
England, who has been so liberal as to present vessels and steamers to Mussulmen Princes, 
such as the Imam of Muscat, who may make use of them to-morrow in war against her, 
because they are her natural enemies, to favour by preference this Christian Prince, with a 
view to weakening Islamism in these countries. Those European powers who have given 
a King to Greece for the honour of that historical nation, and for the most praiseworthy 
political objects, could they not do as much for Abyssinia with the view to the superior 
object of civilizing this part of Africa, which is close to Arabia, and in danger of being 
absorbed by the policy of the opposition to the power of European civilization. In my 
poor opinion, this is the only way of getting any good front Abyssinia. The present time 
is the most propitious that this country has ever exhibited. England by bringing forwurd 
this matter in conjunction with another European power, being in a certain degree disap¬ 
pointed (lesa) in her views, would be compensated with greater benefit, either by declaring 
this kingdom subject to English dominion, or by the cession of other great countries in 
the expected speedy event of a fusion of the Turkish Empire. Political operations whose 
only object is the gaiu of the day, are too low, and generally speaking not very solid, 
because they arc not approved by wise men, nor blessed by God, whereas an operation 
whose object is to clear away the difficulties which prevent the civilization of a large part 
of the world like this, has a greater value before society and in the eyes of God, and it is 
an operation affording a great benefit for the future condition of England which has 
sacrificed something for good puqwses. Europe is waging a mortal war against the Pope ; 
against him who has saved her on many occasions, who has always been contented with 
any sort of government who is the only power that will be able in future to exert any in¬ 
fluence for unity on the popular masses, in case of a social and governmental fusion which 
is greatly to be feared ; would it not be better to endeavour to throw down Islamism, our 
declared mortal enemy ? England ostensibly favours certain anti-social parties for a mere 
calculation of the moment, ulthough she knows that they are undermining the bases of 
the throne and of the European social colossus, would it not be better to work in this 
immense field of our barbarous mortal enemies, who will one day give much trouble to 
England, who has a large number of her subjects among them ? I am too small a person 
to teach in this matter. I am a poor old man, who has been fifteen years out of Europe, 
determined to die in these forests at the foot of a simple cross of wood, imploring from 
God and from Europe help from the Christian cause in these countries, in which we expect 
to be the victims of Moslem rage, as was the casein Jeddah and in other Eastern countries. 

I hope, however, for a kind forgiveness for my rashness in the cause of the gospel. 
England has great sins to pay for, but she has also great merits, f.nd especially great and 
good qualities; the future of England is still a great enigma in the supreme Council of 
Him who rules over the late of kings and governments, but He allows us, however, to 
perceive some signs that, in the approaching dissolution of society, towards which all 
Europe rapidly is running, 6he may be saved to resume her ancient style of Defender of 
the Faith, with means much more imposing than those she formerly possessed, and at a 
critical period far more terrible for the faith. If the decision is made by eternal wisdom, 
then instead of falling down, or of losing empire, God will raise her still higher, and will 
put the lost compass into her hands. For this reason, the holding to a more firm system 
of policy superior to simple trade, and the work of civilizing barbarians might add one 
voice to the decision of the Council of Providence, and we, unworthy Apostles of the 
Church of Christ, will likewise throw in the mite of our prayers. That eternal wisdom. 
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which has deigned to sympathize with the vessel which is a symbol of the Church, and 
with the fisherman who governs it, may it not sympathize with the nation whose genius it 
is to plough the seas, and to which it has given the mastery over them in order to complete 
the last voyages and the last tnanaeuvres of that mysterious vessel. 

Accept, &c. 

(Signed) G. MASSAJA V. DE CAFFIA, 
Vicar Apostolic in the Galla country. 


Minutes. 

Give me a Memorandum. 

RUSSELL. 


See Mr. Hertslet’s Memorandum of May 10, 1803 (No. 820). 


No. 788. 

Sir J. Emerson Tennent to Mr. Hammond.—(Received November 14.) 

Office of Committee of Privy Council for Trade , 
Bir, Whitehall » November 13, 1802. 

I AM directed by the Lords of the Committee of Privy Council for Trade, to transmit 
to you the inclosed communication and its inclosures, which has been addressed to this 
Hoard by Dr. Heke, suggesting the expediency of opening the trade with Abyssinia; and I 
am to request that, in laying them before Earl Russell, you will ascertain what reply his 
Lordship thinks it desirable should be sent. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. EMERSON TENNENT. 


Minute. 

This letter shall be referred to Mr. Consul Cameron. 

_ RUSSELL. 

Copies of written, printed inclosures in original, to Captain Cameron (No. 1. 
January 8, 1863). Original inclosures returned, January 19, 1803. 


Inclosure in No. 788. 

J)r. Heke to Sir J. Emerson Tennent. 

Sir, Bekesboume, November 3, 1862. 

ON the 5th March, 1849,* I had the honour to address to Sir Denis Ie Marchant, your 
predecessor in office, a letter, in which 1 took the liberty of suggesting to the President of 
the Board of Trade, the establishment of a factory on the eastern edge of the table-land of 
Abyssinia, stating in detail my reasons for making the suggestion. 

In replying to me on the 16th of the same month, by direction of Mr. Labouchere, then 
President of the Board of Trade, Sir Denis le Marchant admitted that the facts adduced by 
me went far to prove that the establishment of such a factory might be advantageous to 
British commerce, but that the (assumed) insecurity of such an establishment, owing to the 
conflicting and fluctuating fortunes of the native Chiefs, appeared to render the measure 
one of doubtful policy; and Mr. Labouchere therefore desired to see the Reports of Her 
Majesty’s Consul in Abyssinia before forming a decided opinion on the subject. 

Shortly before the time when the letters thus referred to were written, Mr. Walter 
Plowden had been appointed British Consul in Abyssinia, where he unfortunately took an 
active part in the quarrels of the rival native princes, continuingso to do till the beginning 
of the year 1860, when his partisanship at length occasioned his death. 

Seeing the line of conduct adopted bv Mr. Consul Plowden, it may be inferred that 
the development of British commerce was reirarded by him as a matter of secondary 
importance, and that consequently his Reports would not have materially assisted the 
President of the Board of Trade in forming any satisfactory decision with respect to my 
proposition. } 

* Pamphlet—“ Lo'ter* or> the Commerce and Polities of Abyssinia am! other Parts uf Eastern Africa." 
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Captain Cameron, who, shortly after Mr. Consul Plowden’s death, was nominated his 
successor, has not (I am given to understand), remained at Massowah, the seat of his 
Consulate, on the sea-coast, but has proceeded into the interior of Abyssinia to the Court of 
King Theodore, where, even if be refrains from following his predecessor’s example, he is 
hardly likely to have it in his power to do much to benefit British commerce. 

There cannot, however, be any doubt of its being a serious evil, that during the fifteen 
years’ existence of a British Consulate on the Abyssinian coast, so little should have been 
done towards the development of commercial relations with the very important portion of 
Africa which lies within the Red Sea, and through it with the interior of that Continent, 
and the fact that the French are making extraordinary exertions to establish themselves 
there, renders it imperative that some measures should be taken on the part of England to 
prevent our neighbours and competitors from securing to themselves a monopoly. 

Under these circumstances I take the liberty of again requesting the attention of the 
Right Honourable the President of the Board of Trade to my letter of the 5th March, 1849, 
to Sir Denis le Marchant, and to his reply thereto, as well as to two other letters which I 
subsequently had the honour to submit to the Board of Trade, the one addressed to 
Mr. Labouchere, President, on the 27th January, 1852, “ on the Trade with Intertropical 
Africa,”• and the other addressed to Lord Colchester, Vice-President, on the 31st of March 
of the same year, “on the Cultivation of Cotton in Taka and Northern Abyssinia.” * 

To the statements and arguments comprised in my several letters, I will now merely 
add, that the precarious condition of affairs in North America, renders what is said in the 
last of these letters respecting Ethiopian cotton far more pertinent, and therefore more 
cogent at the present day, than it was when written upwards often years ago. 

At the same time I beg leave to transmit to you a copy of a pamphlet recently 
published by me, under the title of, “ The French and English in the Red Sea,” which I 
request you to have the goodness to lay before the President of the Board of Trade. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed CHARLES BEKE. 


No. 789. 

Mr. Murray to Consul Camrron. 

(No. 6.) 

Sir, Foreign Office , November 25, 1862. 

I AM directed by Earl Russell to state to you that, in consideration of tho distance 
and difficulty of reaching Abyssinia from this country, and the unforeseen expense to which 
you were subjected, as explained in your despatch No. 12 of the 16th of May last.f his 
Lordship has revoked the decision conveyed to you in my despatch No. 5 of the 29th of 
July last,? and has authorized the issue to your assigns of the sum of 126/. towards the 
expenses of your journey. 

With respect to your accounts for travelling expenses into the interior of Abyssinia, I 
am to enjoin upon you a careful observance of the instructions contained in the 9th para¬ 
graph of inclosure No. 4 of the General Consular Instructions, which provides for cases 
where the obtaining regular vouchers for travelling or other charges may be found 
impracticable. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 790. 

Dr. Beke to Earl Russell.—(Received November 28.) 

My Lord, Bekesboume y December 27, 1862, 

I HAVE the honour to submit to your Lordship a Memorandum on the means of 
developing British commerce within the Red Sea, and of securing the communication 
between England and India, which I have had set up in type in order to facilitate its 
perusal, and to which, as also to the accompanying map, I respectfully beg leave to call 
your Lordship’s attention. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) CHARES BEKE. 


* Same pamphlet. 


f No. 763. 


1 No. 771. 

-5~X- 






















India Office. 


446 

Minutes. 

R. 


Copy inclosed in Dr. Beke’s letter to Mr. Layard of January 17, 1863. 


No. 791. 

Mr. Hammond to Mr. Merivale. 

Sir, Foreign Office , December 13, 1862. 

I AM directed by Earl Russell to transmit to you, to be laid before Her Majesty’s 
Secretary of State for India in Council, the accompanying copy of a letter from Dr. Beke,* 
containing a Memorandum upon the means of developing British commerce within the 
Red Sea and of securing the communication hetween England and India. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


No. 792. 

Consul Cameron to Earl Russell.—(Received December 13.) 

(No. 16.) 

My Lord, Gondar , October 1, 1862. 

I HAVE the honour to state that I have been in Abyssinia, and in the execution of 
my duties, during the quarter ended yesterday. 

I haae, Ac. 

(Signed) C. DUNCAN CAMERON. 


No. 793. 

Consul Cameron to Earl Russell.—(Received December 13.) 

(No. 17.) 

My Lord, Gondar , October 1, 1862. 

I HAVE the honour to advise that I have this day drawn on Her Majesty's Treasury 
a set of bills for 75/. sterling, to the order of Edward Hertslet, Esquire, at thirty days’ sight, 
on account of office allowances, as authorized by despatch of Earl Russell, of February 2, 
1861 ,f 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) C. DUNCAN CAMERON. 


Minute. 

Bills cancelled ; office allowance being issued with salary. 


No. 794. 


Mr. Hammond to Dr. Beke. 

Sir, Foreign Office , December 17, 1867. 

I AM directed by Earl Russell to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
27th ultimo, and to express to you his Lordship's thanks for the Memorandum therein 
inclosed on the means of developing British commerce within the Red Sea and of securing 
the communication between India and China. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


• No. 790. 
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No. 795. 

Sir J. Emerson Tennent to Mr. Hammond.—(Received December 23.) 

Office of Committee of Privy Council for Trade. 

Whitehall, December 20, 1862. 

WI1 H reference to my letter of the 13th ultimo, transmitting, for the consideration 
of Earl Russell a communication from Dr. Beke, suggesting the expediency of opening 
the trade with Abyssinia, I am directed by the Lords of the Committee of Privy Counci* 
for Trade to inclose a further letter from that gentleman on the subject. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) J. EMERSON TENNENT. 


Minutes. 

Inform Board of Trade, according to Lord Russell’s minute on former letter, and 
refer accordingly 

December 23, 1862. J. MURRAY. 


The former communication (No. 788) is to be sent to Captain Cameron. 

A. L. COLES. 


Copy of original, printed inclosure in original, to Captain Cameron (No. 1, January 8, 
Original inclosure returned, January 19, 1863. 


Inclosure in No. 795. 

Dr. Beke to Sir J. Emerson Tennent. 

Sir, Bekesbourne , November 27, 1862. 

WITH reference to the letter which l had the honour to address to you on the 
3rd instant, l now beg leave to wait on you with a Memorandum on the means of developing 
British commerce within the Red Sea, and of securing the communication hetween England 
and India, which I have had set up in type, in order to facilitate its perusal, and whiHi. as 
also the accompanying map, I request you to be so good as to submit to the Right Honour¬ 
able the President of the Board of Trade.* 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) CHARLES BEKE. 


a 


* Indorore in No. 79 9. 













No. 796. 


Sir J. Emerson Tennent to Mr. Hammond.—(Received January 6.) 

Office of Committee of Privy Council for Trade, 
Sir, Whitehall , January 5, 1863. 

WITH reference to previous communications on the subject,* I am directed by the 
Lords of the Committee of Privy Council for Trade, to transmit to you to be laid before 
Earl Russell the inclosed further communication, which has been addressed to this Board 
by Dr. C. Beke.f and 1 am to request that you will move his Lordship to state what reply 
should be given to it 

l have, &c. 

(Signed) J. EMERSON TENNENT. 


This should also go to Captain Cameron. 

E. HAMMOND. 


Copy of original, printed inclosure in original, to Captain Cameron (No. 1, 
January 8, 1863). 

Original inclosure returned, January 19, 1863. 


No. 797. 

Mr. Murray to Sir J. Emerson Tennent. 

Sir, Foreign Office , January 7, 1863. 

1 HAVE laid before Earl Russell your letters of the 13th of November, 20th 
ultimo, and 5th instant,t inclosing letters and pamphlets from Dr. Beke respecting the 
expediency of adopting measures for the development of British commerce in Abyssinia: 
and I am directed by his Lordship to state to you that Dr. Beke’s communications have 
been referred to Her Majesty’s Consul at Massowah, who has been instructed to report 
upon this subject with reference to the suggestions made by Dr. Beke. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 



Mr. Murray to Consul Cameron. 


Sir, Foreign Office , January 8, 1863. 

1 AM directed by Earl Russell to transmit to you copies of three letters, with the 
pamphlets accompanying them, addressed by Dr. Beke to the Board of Trade,§ respecting 
the expediency of adopting measures for the development of British commerce in 
Abyssinia, and I am to instruct you to send Lord Russell a report upon this subject with 
reference to the suggestions made by Dr. Beke. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


* Not. 788 and 795. 

f “ Reasons for the Proposed Establishment of m British Consulate at Sawakin, in Rad S.V (Inclosura 2 in 

No. 799). 

X Nos. 788,795, and 796. f Inclosures in Not. 788, 7 95, and 7 96. 
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No. 799. 

Dr. Beke to Mr. Layard.—(Received January 22.) 

Sir, Bekeeboume House, Canterbury , January 17, 1863. 

I WAS duly favoured with the letter which Mr. Murray wrote to me at your request 
on the 9th of September last, on your going abroad.* 

Since then I have prepared the two documents now inclosed, to which I beg leave to 
direct your attention. 

The first is a Memorandum on the means of developing British commerce within the 
Red Sea; and the other, M Reasons for the proposed establishment of a British Consulate 
at Sawakin.” 

The latter document was drawn up on the occasion of my applying to Earl Russell to 
be appointed Consul at Sawakin ; but the death of Mr. Petherick, Her Majesty’s Consul 
at Kliai toum, has induced me to modify my application to his Lordship, which now is that 
I may be appointed that gentleman’s successor. 

Many of the reasons adduced for the proposed establishment of a Consulate at 
Sawakin, arc equally applicable to Khartoum; and as regards the rich cotton fields of 
Ethiopia, Khartoum is perhaps more fitted than Sawakin as the centre of action. 

I would venture to solicit your interest with Earl Russell to obtain for me the appoint* 
ment in question. My qualifications for the office are well known to you ; the interest I 
have so long felt in north-eastern Africa is a pledge for my efficient performance of the 
duties of the office; and if I might be allowed to allude to personal considerations, I 
would venture to put forward my recent journey to Syria for the purpose of verifying the 
site of one of the earliest places mentioned in the Bible, as a claim to the favour of one 
who has done so much towards the elucidation of Scripture History. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES BEKE. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 799. 

Memorandum on the Means of developing British Commerce within the Red Sea , and of 
securing the Communication between England and India. 

(Confidential.) 

THE strip of low country along the western coast of the Red Sea, from the Straits of 
Babelmandeb northwards, described in my pamphlet “ The French and English in the 
Red Sea,” belongs geographically to the adjacent Empire of Abyssinia, which, however, 
appears not to have ruled over any portion of it for several centuries. 

Legally, this Abyssinian coast has belonged to the Ottoman Porte since the year 
1558, when the Turks drove the Portuguese out of the Red Sea, and took possession of it 
and all its harbours and coasts in the name of the Sultan, in his character of Caliph or 
head of the Mohammedan faith; though they, too, have only occupied the Islands of 
Souakin and Massowah, with occasionally some adjoining districts on the mainland. 

Practically, these coast lands belong to the several native tribes inhabiting them, who 
claim to be independeht; though, from their defenceless state as well as that ol their 
country, they have to acknowledge the supremacy of either 1 urks or Abyssinians, 
accordingly as the one or the other may have the means of coercing them. 

Half a century ago, Mr. Salt, after remarking that the effect of his two visits to 
Abyssinia had been to increase the preponderance of Tigre, the province nearest the coast, 
expressed his opinion that “ the only plan which offers a hope of restoring anything like a 
regular form of government into the distracted country of Abyssinia would be to promote 
still further the welfare of that province [Tigr4], by removing the obstructions which 
interrupt her communications with the coast, and bv establishing thence a free intercourse 
with the British settlements in the East.” 

The policy thus clearly defined by Mr. Salt has, during many years past, been 
repeatedly recommended by me to the attention of Her Majesty’s Government. But, as 
is shown in the pamphlet already referred to, the exertions of Her Majesty’s Representative 
in Abyssinia have, unfortunately, been in the contrary direction. Had the policy so 
advocated been adopted, it can hardly be doubted that Tigre—the once rich and powerful 
kingdom of the Axumites, who, in the sixth century, in concert with the Emperor 
Justinian, built a fleet of vessels at Adulis (in Annesley Bay), and transported an army of 

• No. 781. 
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70,000 men across the Red Sea lor the conquest of Yemen—would, at the present day, 
have been in a position to occupy the natural frontier of Abyssinia on the Red Sea, with 
advantage both to that country and to England. 

Weakened and subjected aa Tigr4 now is, she is still, from physical causes which no 
invasion or conquest can alter, strong and independent enough to place serious obstacles in 
the way of the permanent occupation of the sea-hoard by any Ruler of the inland provinces ; 
so that no European Power could encourage Theodore, the present Emperor of Ethiopia 
(as he is styled), to invade any portion of the coast-lands belonging to Turkey, uuless 
from selfish motives unconnected with the real interests of Abyssinia. 

Of late years, on more than one occasion, the French have, for political and religious, 
rather than for commercial, purposes, attempted to gain a footing on the Abyssinian coast; 
but they have hitherto been foiled by the assertion of the right of the Ottoman Porte. 

This right cannot well be disputed by the French themselves, as the allies of Turkey ; 
but were once some Abyssinian Prince to subdue any portion of the coast, he might cede 
the same to the French, who would then enter into possession under a right and title 
which they would choose to regard as paramount to that of Turkey, and which neither 
Turkey, nor any of her allies under the Treaty of Paris, could hope to prove to be illegal. 

Their recent want of success in the case of the pretended cession to them of Dissee or 
Valentis Island, at the entrance of Annesley Bay, by Negussye, the temporary ruler of 
Tigr£, appears to have led the French to look to King Theodore for the accomplishment of 
their desires. This ambitious prince has for some time past had in contemplation the 
conquest of Massowah, and could readily be induced to invade and occupy any portion of 
the coast. And in this the French might aid him as they aided his rival Negussye, without 
incurring the charge of having themselves waged war against their allies the Turks. 

That such is the object of M. Lejean’s mission from the Emperor Napoleon to King 
Theodore cannot be doubted; neither will it be questioned that the sympathies of the 
French nation are with the Christian Abyssinian Prince in his endeavours to expel the 
infidel Turks from what he calls “ his ” dominions, In consideration of the assistance of 
the French, Theodore will only be required to cede to his powerful ally Dissee, together 
with Hanfila, Edd, or other suitable points on the sea coast; or should he demur, some 
pretence would readily be found for wresting those places from him;—and there is no 
** Treaty of Paris ” to protect the rights of Abyssinia. 

As regards Dissee, the course is quite clear. If Theodore’s army were merely to 
show itself on the coast, and be there aided by the slightest demonstration on the part of 
the French, the Naib of Arkiko, Idris, who has been placed in possession of the island by 
the Turkish Kaimakam of Massowah, might be expected to throw off his allegiance to the 
Ottoman Porte ; he having already been employed by the French as their agent lor supplying 
arms and ammunition to Negussye, in return for which Dissee was to have been ceded to 
them. 

But, on the other hand, if the French, with a view to their own aggrandizement, 
should thus indirectly and covertly assist King Theodore in his attempt to deprive the 
Ottoman Porte of its possessions, any other European nation would be justified in aiding 
the Porte to withstand the Abyssinians; so as to prevent the latter from ever being in a 
position to be recognized as actually in possession of any poition of the sca-coast—a con¬ 
dition essentially requisite for making a title on which I*ranee could insist. 

It is, therefore, respectfully submitted that the Ottoman Porte should be urged and 
encouraged to maintain sufficient garrisons at the principal places on the sea-board, and 
also to guard and protect the entire line of coast; and in doing so should be assisted by 
England by every reasonable means in her power. 

This is, in fact, essential for the proper development of commercial relations with the 
Abyssinian coast, and through it with the interior of Africa, in accordance with the 

recommendations contained in three letters addressed by me to the Board of Trade ;_ 

namely, on March 5th, 1849, to Sir Denis Le Marchant, Secretary, suggesting the 
establishment of a British Factory in Abyssinia; on January 27th, 1852, to Mr. laibouchere, 
President.Cn Trade with Intertropical Africa; and on March 3 1 st, 1852, to Lord Colchis ter, 
Vice-Presii ent. On the Cultivation of Cotton in Taka and Northern Abyssinia. 

The establishment of such commercial relations would, besides, prove an effectual 
means of stopping the African Slave Trade within the Red Sea; while, from the much 
greater proximity of Khartum and the Upper Nile to the Red Sea than to the Mediterranean 
and Egypt, facilities would be afforded for checking the inland Slave Trade, which, 
according to recent accounts, is now carried on in Sennar to a great extent, and with 
much cruelty, by Euro|»ean “ dealers in ivory.” 

The consolidation of the Turkish possessions along the coast would further allow of 
the form ation of a land-line of electri c telegrap' h from opposite Vorij n Islan d—(in-- 
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continuation of a Rea-line from Aden), as far north as Suakin, whence a sea-line could be 
continued to St. John’s, Jubal, and Suez; thus forming the Red Sea line of electric 
telegraph between India and Europe. This land-line, being thoughout its entire length 
on Turkish ground, and constantly under the sorveillance of British vessels of war in the 
Red Sea, would not be liable to the same objections as a land-line through any part of the 
Egyptian territory. 

Suakin, at which port or in its vicinity the telegraph land-line would thus cease, is a 
place of great and rising importance. The Viceroy of Egypt has long desired to acquire 
it from the Porte; in which case it has been proposed by a French Company to connect 
it with the Nile, near the junction of the Atbara, the last great affluent of that river, by 
means of a railway. Though the realization of such a scheme might be of great advantage 
commercially, its result politically would be to place Suakin in the hands of France. It 
could not, therefore, be looked upon with favour by England, though, were it possible to 
nullify the influence of France, not only might a railway—or rather a tramway—be most 
beneficially laid down there, but the electric telegraph line might be carried from Suakin 
inland to the Nile (a distinct* of only 200 miles), and so down the bank of that river to 
Cairo, thus forming a land-line the whole way from Habelmandeb to Alexandria, entirely 
through Turkish and Egyptian territory. 

But, supposing this grand scheme to be impracticable, Suakin, if continued under 
Turkish rule and British influence (especially if connected with Aden by means of a line 
of electric telegraph), might be made to play an important part in the event of a war 
between England and France, and of the occupation of Egypt by the latter Power. 

Alexandria, from the present defenceless state into which it has been designedlv 
reduced by Said Pasha, would fall to a French fleet and army without a struggle, thougn 
it might soon be made tenable by the French against the English. If the French, however, 
were driven out of that city, they would retire on Cairo, or rather in the first instance on 
the Saidieh Fortress and other military works of the “ Barrage ” of the Nile, at the head 
of the Delta. Here provision is at the present moment being made for cutting off from 
Alexandria the suppv of fresh water, which is to be done by simply carrying within the 
line of fortifications the head of the Khatatbeh Canal, which is intended eo be made the 
main feeder of the Mnhinudieh Canal, by means of which latter Alexandria obtains its 
supply of water from the Nile. The British forces in Alexandria, without fresh water, 
would be placed in the greatest straits, if, indeed, they were not compelled to evacuate 
the city. Its inhabitants would assuredly be brought to the last extremity for want of 
water. 

To counteract, and by the threat of retaliation perhaps to prevent and obviate, so 
great a calamity, the English might from Suakin take measures for securing the means of 
cutting off the supply of water from above. This is no chimerical scheme. It is a well- 
known fact that the inhabitants of the valley of the Upper Nile have it in their power to 
turn part, at least, of the waters of the Nile into the Red Sea near Suakin ; and the great 
Albuquerque actually proposed to avail himself of this power, at a time when the rivalry 
between his nation and the Venetians in the Levaut was very similar to that now existing 
between our nation and the French. 

This subject is discussed in a letter addressed on August 21st, 1851, to Viscount 
Palmerston, then Foreign Secretary, and more in detail in my recently published work 
“ The Sources of the Nile.” In now adverting to it, I would take the liberty of suggesting 
that a survey shopld be made by competent persons of the tract of country through 
which the communication between the Nile and the Red Sea might be effected. This 
would not merely provide for the case of the English occupying the locality in question, 
but also for that of its being taken possession of by the French, or by their ally, King 
Theodore who (as is notorious) avows his intention to turn the Nile into the Red Sea, as a 
means of subjugating, if not destroying, Egypt. It would also serve in the event of a line 
of electric telegraph between India and England by way of the Red Sea being again 
contemplated. 

In submitting these remarks to the consideration of Her Majesty’s Government, I beg 
leave most respectfully to tender my humble services, to aid in carrying into effect what¬ 
ever measures they may deem it expedient to adopt with reference to the subjects discussed 
in this Memorandum. 

Bekesboume, November 12, 1862. (Signed) CHARLES BEKE. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 799. 

Reasons for the Proposed Establishment of a British Consulate at Sawakin, in the Red Sea. 

(Confidential.) 

THE British Consulate at Massowah, on the Abyssinian coast, forming part of the 
Turkish dominions within the Red Sea, was (if I am not mistaken) established in the year 
1847, on the recommendation of Earl Grey, then Secretary of State for the Colonies in 
consequence of a communication which the Mauritius Association requested me to make as 
to the practicability of obtaining agricultural labourers from Abyssinia. I was led to 
expect that I should be nominated to the post; but Mr. Walter Plowden. who happened 
at that time to return to England from Abyssinia, received the appointment. 

In the year 1849, having been applied to by Mr. Labouchere (now Lord Taunton), 
who wa9 then President of the Board of Trade, for information respecting t he commerce of 
Abyssinia, 1 suggested the establishment of a factor)’ on the edge of the Abyssinian table¬ 
land, above Massowah, with a view to opening up a trade with the interior. This sugges¬ 
tion was favourably received by Mr. Labouchere; but, before forming a decided opinion, he 
desired to see the reports that might from time to time be expected from Her Majesty’s 
Consul at Massowah. 

Mr. Plowden was, however, mostly in the interior of Abyssinia, engaged in the 
disputes among the rival Princes of the various provinces, where he was killed in the 
beginning of 1860; and Captain Cameron, who has been appointed his successor, has in 
like manner proceeded to join the reigning King, Theodore, who is incessantly engaged in 
warfare with one or the other of the powerful native Princes, who still refuse to recognise 
him a9 their Sovereign. 

It does not apjiear that any trade reports have been received from the Consulate at 
Massowah during the fifteen years it has been in existenee. 

Meanwhile the incessant civil wars have not only seriously affected the material 
prosperity of Abyssinia, but have also operated most injuriously on the commerce of 
Massowah. During the last three centuries this island has, until recently, been the chief, 
if not the only, channel available for the trade of that country ; but of late years a conside¬ 
rable portion of that trade has gradually been diverted to the northerly port of Sawakin. 

At the beginning of the present century, when Lord Valcntia visited the Red Sea, 
there was a good trade at Massowah, whilst that of Sawakin had quite vanished. 
Everything, however, is now tending to raise the latter port ut the expense of the former ; 
and though it is not to be anticipated that Sawakin will ever recover the extensive trade 
which, as Lord Valentia relates in his “Travels” (vol. ii, p. 286), rendered it in the eyes 
of the Portuguese de Castro “superior to every city except Lisbon,” still there cannot be 
a doubt that, as the general commerce of the Red Sea revives, it must necessarily 
again become a place of great importance. Already the native merchants of Gondar, 
the capital and chief emporium ot the upper country, find it more advantageous to 
descend to Sawakin by a circuitous routy through the neighbouring Egyptian territo¬ 
ries, than to take, us formerlv, the shorter road to Massowah through their own country; 
added to which, several of the frontier districts lying between Abyssinia and the 
Egyptian Provinces of Nubia and Sennar, have, one by one, been severed from the 
dominions of the Viceroy of Egypt, by which change they are brought into closer 
connection with Sawakin than with Massowah. 

To evince the relative importance of the two places, I may state, that from the 
report of an Agent of the Austrian Government, sent into the Red Sea with a view 
to the commerce of Trieste, in anticipation of the opening of the Suez C'unal, it appears 
that, in the year 1856, the total exports from Massowah were valued at 239,000 dollars, 
or 47,800/.; whilst those from Sawakin amounted to 354,000 dollars, or 70,800/.; showing 
an txcess of the latter over the former of nearly 50 per cent. The imports into 
Massowah, at the same date, amounted to 196,850 dollar*, or 39,370/., of which more than 
two-thirds were manufactured goods, principally British. The amount of the imports into 
Sawakin are not given ; but assuming them to hear the same proportion to the imports 
as those of Massowah, they would amount to about 291,500 dollars, or 58,300/. 

From another source 1 derive the following figures, proving the steady increase that 
is taking place in the commerce of Sawakin. In 1850 the Customs duties of that port 
were estimated at 800 purses of 25 dollars each, or 4,000/.; in 1860 they amounted to 
1,500 nurses, or 7,500/.; that is to say, in ten years they have nearly doubled 

There is nothing to invalidate the opinion repeatedly expressed, both to the Foreign 
Office and to the Board of Trade, that where the elevated, fertile, temperate, and healthy 
table-land of Eastern Africa approaches most nearly to the sea-coast—-namely, near the 
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ancient emporium of Adule, of which, at the present day, Massowah is the degenerate 
representative—is the natural road into the interior of Africa. By this road the continent 
was not only in great part peopled, but also received its three religions, Mosaic, Christian, 
and Mahometan ; and by it we may still cherish the hope that Africa will eventually be 
regenerated by means of European commerce, as the precureer of Christian civilization. 
But it must be conceded, that unless the disunited provinces of Abyssinia can be subjugated 
and welded together into a settled monarchy, by the energetic warrior who, during the last 
few years has possessed himself of the throne of the ancient dynasty ; or, should he fail, 
then until the once powerful aud physically separate kingdom of Tigr£, lying east of the 
great River Takkazie, and surrounding Adale and Massowah, shall regain the pre-eminence 
which in past ages it possessed, and to which its natural advantages entitle it, Sawakin 
must be regarded as the chief port on the East coast of Africa within the Red Sea; and, as 
such, it is unquestionably deserving of being made the seat of a British Consul. The facts 
adverted to in my Memorandum of the 12th of November last serve to establish, yet more 
surely than those stated above, the great slid rising importance of Sawakin. 

In the appointment of Consular functionaries the general rule of the Foreign Office is 
to restrict them from trading. But in the case of the Consulate at Sawakin it is respectfully 
submitted that this rule should he relaxed, at all events in the first instance, 

It is not at all contemplated that Her Majesty’s Consul at Sawakin should be a trader 
in the ordinary sense of the word, as was the practice until recently, and as several British 
Consuls still continue to be. What, however, is essential is that he should be left free to 
act in such a manner os he may deem expedient for developing the natural resources of the 
fertile regions with which he would be placed in communication, in accordance with the 
suggestions contained in the three letters addressed to the Board of Trade, to which 
reference is made in my Memorandum. 

As shown in the latest of those letters, namely, that addressed to Lord Colchester, on 
the 31st of March, 1852. the districts of which Sawakin and Massowah are the seaports 
have been famous in ail ages for the production of cotton of superior quality. The 
naturalist Pliny records that “ Ethiopia, the country adjoining Egypt, possesses scarcely 
any trees except those bearing woolthe poet Virgil sings of the 

" Nomorn jEthiopum mnlli canentia lanu;” 

whilst numerous modern travellers speak in glowing term9 of the cotton, which not only is 
produced throughout the whole of these rich alluvial plains,—far more fertile than those 
of Lower Egypt,—under the imperfect culture afforded to it by the inhabitants, hut which 
spontaneously *' grows five feet in a single year ” 

It was from these countries that was brought the seed from which has been raised the 
cotton now forming the staple and the wealth of Egypt. Forty years ago Egypt did not 
produce one pound of cotton: this present season (1862-63), as I am informed by a 
merchant at Alexandria, in a letter dated the 12th of last month, the quantity which it will 
be able to export, principally to Liverpool, .of what has become with us an article of 
prime necessity, is estimated at 250,000 or even 300,000 bales, weighing, perhaps, 
150,000,000 lbs.; this enormous quantity being the produce of an exotic plant, of which 
a few seeds were brought down into Egypt from Ethiopia, as recently as the year 1820. 
I may be pardoned for expressing regret, that it was not permitted me to realise my plan 
for opening up a trade in this Ethiopian cotton at the time when 1 conceived and first 
proposed it. 

There is one more remark which I would yet venture to offer. It is that, should the 
suggestions contained in the Memorandum already referred to be deemed worthy of consi¬ 
deration, it might be expedient that the Consulate of Sawakin should have jurisdiction 
within the entire narrow slip of Abyssinian sea-coast belonging to the Ottoman Porte. 

(Signed) CHARLES BEKE. 

Bekpsboumr, December 22, 1862. 
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No. 800. 

Admiral Washington to Mr. Murray. 

Dear Murray, Admiralty, January 19, 1863. 

AS I suppose it is not every day that you get a volunteer for Khartoum, I send over 
Dr. Beke’s note, which you need not return. 

Can the telegram be true that Said Pasha is dead ? 

Yours, &c. 

(Signed) JOHN WASHINGTON. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 800. 

Dr. Beke to Admiral Washington. 

Bekesboume House, Canter bury. 

My dear Admiral Washington, January 17, 1863. 

I LOSE no time in informing you that 1 have this day applied to Earl Russell to he 
appointed Consul at Khartoum in the place of Mr. Petherick, whose death is reported in 
the “ Times *' of this morning. In doing so, I have to request that you will do me the 
very great favour to interest yourself with Earl Russell on my behalf. Should you not feel 
warranted in addressing his Lordship yourself, perhaps you might be able to induce some 
one to do so who possesses influence. 

You have on so many occasions kindly assisted me, that I do not hesitate to appeal 
to you in this instance also. I need scarcely had that promptitude is essential. 

It is proper to explain that only a few days ago I addressed Earl Russell, 
suggesting the establishment of a Consulate at Sawakin (Suakin) for the reasons stated in 
the printed paper now inclosed, and soliciting the appointment of Consul there. 

I was thinking of addressing you on the subject, but am glad I did not do so, as the 
present application supersedes the former one. Many of the reasons are, however, as 
applicable to the one plan as the other; and as regards the most important subject of all 
—cotton—Khartoum is perhaps better suited as the centre of action than Sawakin. 

Relying on your friendship to do for me all you can, I remain, &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES BEKE. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 800. 

Reasons for the Proposed Establishment of a British Consulate in Sawakin , in the Red Sea. 

[See Inclosure 2 in No. 799.] 


No. 801. 

Dr. Beke to Mr. Layard.—(Received January 22.) 

15, Whitehall Place, January, 19, 1863. 

WITH reference to the letter which I had the honour of addressing to you on the 
17th instant,* I would now take the liberty of again troubling you under the following 
circumstances. 

In applying to Earl Russell for the appointment of Consul at Khartoum, vacant by 
the decease of Mr. Petherick,f I was under the impression that it was a paid Consulate; 
and as the duties at that post would to a considerable extent be the same as those to be 
performed at the proposed Consulate at Sawakin, I naturally concluded that his Lordship 
would rather appoint to a Consulate already established than to a new post. 

I am now given to understand that Mr. Petherick was not a paid officer of Govern- 
ment, but was, in lieu thereof, allowed to trade on his own account. My object, however, 
as explained in the papers in my letter to yourself of the 17th instant, and indeed in all 
my communications to the Foreign Office and the Board of Trade, is to encourage others to 
trade rather than to trade myself, and especially to open up the extensive cotton-fields 
lying between Khartoum and the sea coast. 

• No. 797. 


t Then reported. 
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For thif Utter purpose, as I have explained both to Earl Russell and to vowself, 
Khartoum and Sawakin present almost equal facilities, so that it would not much signiy 
which of the two was made the ConsuUr seat, and a Vice-Consul might (if deemed 

expedient) be appointed at the other. , . . R i. 

The map accompanying my Memorandum on the means of developing British com¬ 
merce within the Red Sea will show at a glance the intimate connection between the two 
places: and if, as 1 have repeatedly represented to Her Majesty s Goternment, the trade 
of Khartoum and the interior of Africa could (as I believe it might) be turned to Sawakin, 
Aden, and India, instead of passing down the Nile to Egypt, and so to the ports of the 
Mediterranean, the two places could be bound up yet more together. ., 

It is scarcely necessary for me to reiterate the great importance of having a paid 
officer of Government in that portion of North-Eastern Africa ; and I would therefore take 
the liberty of requesting, that when the subject of my application comes under he consi¬ 
deration of Earl Russell, you would be so obliging as to bnng to his Lordship s notice 
mv letter of the 26th December, soliciting the appointment of C onsul at Sawakm, as well 
as that of the 17th instant, applying for the vacant Consulate at Khartoum, so that his 
Lordship’s decision mav be given on the two together. . . , . 

Begging you to excuse the trouble I am thus occ_g to 


No. 802. 

Consul Cameron to Earl Russell— {Received February 12, 1863. 

Q*°\ 18 j } Godjam, October 31, 1862. 

y l HAVE the honour to report that King Theodore having sent tor me at the close 
of the rainv season, I joined him at his camp here oni the 7\ th instant. . , 

I was received with a salute of twelve guns, and 6,000 cavalry, mfantly, and match¬ 
lock men were marched out to escort ine to the camp. , 

My reception, as regards this point, was the best His Majesty has yet accorded to an 

EnV °&n my arrival I was conducted to the King, who awaited me in a large apartment 

pistols by his side. His Ministers and Generals stood round in their robes of state. 1 

WaS After® fesMJomSfments, mead and broiled meat were brought in, and the interview 

b<Ca Tt e iMted°many hours, during which His Majesty gave me » detailed account o<Uu» 
last campaign against Negusi. This he did with much apparent modesty He dwelt with 
graphic clearness on the death scene of his late Grand Chamberlain, the Engiishman] ell, 
Hhich our countryman singled out the Chief Garratt, to whom Mr. Plowden owed h» 
death, and killed him on the battle-field, while the King similarly dispatched the same 

rebel’s brother. 

Both the slain were His Majesty s cousins. . , 

He spoke of his further revenge for Mr. Plowden’s death, when he exjut^l l.MW 
of Garratt 8 followers on the same day. He did this, he said, to win the friendship 

Mft ^He afterwards broke out into invectives against the Turks; said they were encroach¬ 
ing on him on every side ; spoke of the seven flags, as he expressed it, that they had 
planted on the sea-coast, and dwelt much upon alleged advances trom the Eg>ptian 

quarter. hjs i|ltention Q f fighting with them, and sending Ambassadors to the 

Furonean nations to justify his conduct. A ,. 

Two days after this interview* I received a message from His Majesty, directing me 

to put down my business with him on paper. . , 

1 wrote immediately, stating that 1 was deputed to present him with certain gifts, and 

a letter of introduction, also to discuss with him regarding the luture. ihat when 
Mr Plowden was killed there were two points under discussion, viz., I, a treaty; and 
” the sending an Embassy to England.! 1 offered to take these up where Mr. Plowden 

had left them. 


• October 9. 


+ See No*. 538, 572. 575, 579, 580, 584, 805, «nd other*. 
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I likewise mentioned the Duke of Saxe Coburg’s Order, regarding which I have already 
written to your Lordship. 

I was sent for next day* to deliver my presents and your Lordship’s letter. 

Both gave much pleasure, especially the inscription on the gun, to the effect that it 
was given by Her Majesty, in return for the King’s kindness to Mr. Plowden. _ 

The King spoke much this day of his goodwill towards England, and the great things 
he expected from her friendship, and said that he was anxious to purchase fire-arms and 
ammunition there. He renewed bis invectives against the Turks, and talked of what he 
could do, if assured of our support on the coast. 

My replies were as general as possible, as the room was crowded with courtiers, before 
whom 1 was unwilling to deal quite plainly with His Majesty. 

His Majesty on this occasion presented me with a buckler, two lances, a war-saddle, 
armlet, horse, and mule, which I accepted in the name of the Queen ; presenting, on my 
own account, a barrel organ, some powder, and three double-barrelled horse-pistols, the 
latter being preferred by His Majesty to revolvers. 

On the following Sunday 1 was again sent for, and to a public interview. 

The tone of the King had become bolder regarding Turkey. He spoke of the poverty 
of his country, saying that by invading Egypt he would be greatly enriched, and vaunted 
more boastfully than before of the achievements he would perforin if England would prevent 
any interference by France on the sea-coast, and keep off a Turkish fleet. 

Feeling convinced that, however strong may be the wish of England to befriend 
Abyssinia, this was not the temper I was sent to encourage, l waited till au opportunity 
should occur of correcting His Majesty with regard to what I felt to be the sentiments of 
my Government. 

This soon offered, by His Majesty asking me whether England would not force his 
Ambassador through Massowah and Egypt, the question being prompted by his late 
doubtful treatment of the Egyptian Envoy, Abderachman Bey, which he had endeavoured 
previously to explain. 

I replied that if there were war, England could not take his Ambassadors through Egypt 
without the consent of that Government; if there was peace, that I could see no 
obstacle. 

He repeated the question in another form, wishing that I should leave him an opening 
for skirmishes on the frontier, as apart from actual war. 

I gave the same reply. 

His Majesty then said that his empire and religion were in danger of being crushed, 
and that he would fight to the death in their defence ; but he made this important addition, 
that he would not make or bring on war until he had made an appeal to all Christendom. 

I told him I was glad to hear this, and that I would write it to my Government. 

After this I waited several days in the expectation of a private audience. My food 
became scant and bad, and I detected a disposition amongst the spies who had been attached 
to me, according to the custom of the country, under pretence of rendering me service, to 
turn matters in such a way that at last I should solicit the King to leave. 

I was hourly asked when l was going, which I settled one morningt by replying to the 
usual question, to one who I knew would carry it to the King, that I might stay six months, 
if my business was not finished. 

An hour after 1 received a peremptory message from His Majesty to leave for the 
sea at once, and send him an answer whether my Government would receive his 
Embassy or not. 

I considered on the other hand that, as I had been sent to His Majesty at a consider¬ 
able expense, and on a mission of pure courtesy, it was his duty at least to give me some 
reply to the question of a Treaty, which had been so long pending, including the other 
important point as to his admitting a Representative of Great Britain to reside in his country 
if such were our wish. 

I thought too, that unless I had clear details with regard to his projected Embassy, 
much embairassment might ensue to us hereafter, while at the same time 1 had wished to 
know His Majesty’s intentions regarding the slave trade, and to elicit information from him 
regarding an intercourse with his new kingdom of Shoa, and his hold on the tribes to the 
side of Zeyla. 

I therefore wrote His Majesty a letter, copy of which is herewith inclosed. 

Fortunately, ju9t as it was finished, I got a batch of letters from Massowah. 

One was a letter from Mr. Colquhoun, telling me that he had received my 

* October 10. t October 22. 
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despatch to your Lordship, stating ray fears that Turkey intended to encroach on 
Abyssinia from her new settlement on the coast, to which he replied that the Porte would 
be warned to do nothing which could give umbrage to King Theodore. He added that 
I ought to inform his Majesty that his best mode of obtaining the sympathies of England 
was by putting down the slave-trade in his dominions. 

There was a further passage regarding Mr. Shefferis mission to Tadjurah, which was 
corroborated by an extract from the u Home and Overland Mail,” forwarded from Aden, 
stating what the mission had done, and that this new settlement was merely intended 
for a base of operations against Abyssinia. 

All this, together with the old Treaty made with Ras Ali, was carefully read 
through to His Majesty by two interpreters, well conversant with English. 

1 also forwarded a letter to His Majesty in Arabic from Jerusalem, detailing the 
part our Consul had taken in some outrage against the Abyssinian community there. 

The King at the same time got information that Russia had 40,000 men within 
four day’s of Constantinople, that Sayed Pasha had gone to France, aud that the Sultan 
was in Egypt. 

This various intelligence seems to have pressed heavily on His Majesty. He sent 
me a message, thanking me, entreating me to observe the peril in which he was from two 
powerful enemies, and begging me to act sincerely by him. 

On the following* morning* I sent a note to His Majesty, telling him that if he wished, 
1 would return by Matemma, where he told me the Turks had been taking tribute 
unjustly, and gathering troops, ancT do what I could there to keep them back, or at least, 
collect facts which might tell against them hereafter. 

Matemma is just now a hot-bed of fever. 

I reassured him about his Embassy, and wishing to mention something more about 
his statement regarding not provoking attack,—which, as your Lordship will perceive, I 
had written to him to say that I would report,—I sent him a letter which I have expedited 
to our Consul at Khartoum, asking the latter to do his utmost to preserve peace, but 
above all to report military movements, or aggressions on Abyssinia, to Alexandria. 

I told His Majesty that I did this for his sake; but he must also now keep his own 
Governors in restraint. 

The answer of His Majesty was kind in the extreme. 

He deprecated my going to Matemma on his account, lest, as he expressed it, I should 
die in his country like Mr. Plowden, and he should again be left without a resource in his 
present difficulties, but hade me act as 1 thought fitting, said that though he was ready to 
fight, peace was best, and asked me again to do what 1 could for him by writing. 

I answered sin)ply that my life, health, and services, were always at the disposal of 
His Majesty. 

On the following morning, t he sent me a silken embroidered robe, similar that worn by 
his chief men, with 1,000 dollars towards paying my expenses to Massowah, and a 
message to come to him. 

Mv first business was to tell him that I had plenty of money waiting for me at 
Gondar; that 1 would write to my Government of his kind consideration, but that if I 
accepted money from him, I might be dismissed from my service. 

It was with great difficulty that I could get my interpreters to translate this as, in 
Abyssinia, a refusal of such a nature especially to a King, has in it something of the 
nature of an insult. 

His Majesty made no reply for half-an-hour. He then said that ail he wanted was 
friendship. 

This gave me an opportunity of repeating expressions of good-will on the part of my 
Government, and of assuring him of my own high appreciation of his character, and devo¬ 
tion to his cause—on which he said voluntarily, that he had well considered the subject of 
a Treaty, about w hich there would be no difficulty : but that at present his mind was full 
of other things, also, that if matters went well, he would gladly receive a Consul. He 
likewise spoke about putting down the Slave Trade: on which I purposely questioned 
him. 

After this, I presented His Royal Highness the Duke of Saxe Coburg’s decoration, 
which was exceedingly well received. 

He then wrote the letter to Her Majesty, which I herewith have the honour to 
forward—afterwards one to the Duke, in much the same strain. 

The translations were written by his own interpreters. 
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He intended also to have written a letter to Mr. Colquhoun, about the Slave Trade, and 
a letter of appeal to the King of Holland, similar to those he had already dictated, but it 
was too late. 

This morning I was told to leave for Massowah. 

I sent a Memorandum to His Majesty, reminding him of the letter for Mr. Colquhoun 
and stating the advantage be would derive from it. 

He replied that he would write afterwards, but assured me that he would stop the 
Slave Trade effectually—not as a concession to us, but because he hated it himself. 

He repeated his expressions of entire confidence in me, and added that he believed I 
would be a friend to him, as Mr. Plowden had been before. 

A Royal Circular of Appeal has likewise been forwarded to France from the camp 
this day by a Frenchman, whom the King has given 500 dollars for his road-expenses. 

It states, like the two others, that His Majesty projects a struggle with the Turks, 
and wishes to send Ambassadors to France. He requests an answer by the bearer, who 
is, however, travelling slowly. 

One will also go for Russia, with which country His Majesty has been in some 
communication. 

Others are being prepared for the German Powers. 

As it is desirable, on every account that we should not be without a correspondence 
m Abyssinia for a considerable time, I am preparing a letter on the subject to the Resident 
at Aden, copy of which will herewith be inclosed. 

There seems to be no necessity for irritating the King further at this moment about 
the 1,000 dollars. 

I will hand them over to the Negadderass of Adowa, send your Lordship a receipt in 
Arabic, and write to His Majesty, telling him what I have done, and sending a copy of the 
paragraph in the Consular Instructions bearing on the subject. 13 

But l must here state that Mr. Plowden was more than once placed in the same 
difficulty with myself, by the King’s presenting him with money, which he generally 
accepted, to avoid explanations—making a present of larger value in return. 

The sooner, however, the King now understands our feelings on this subject the better 
and my manner of settling the matter will, I hope, prevent such presents for the future ’ 

I propose to proceed hence to the neighbourhood of Bogos, whose inhabitants have 
been long under our special protection, and for whom we formerly interceded with the 
Egyptian Government, on the occasion of certain predatory inroads, which, from intelli¬ 
gence I have received, may again be renewed. 

I will also write to the Pashas of Cassalla and Matemma, in order, if possible to 
check mischief. This, and writing occasionally to the King, in order to hold him to his 
promise, is all I can do, until I receive further instructions from your Lordship. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) C. DUNCAN CAMERON. 


India Office. 

R. 


Minutes. 


Sent in original to India Office, May 5, 1863. 
Returned without comment, May 11, 1864. 
Letter given to Mr. March, July 4, 1864. 


o, , Se , e M ! n “ tes on Mr - Hertslet’s Memorandum of Mav 19, 1864; and on Lord 
Shaftesbury’s letter of May 15, 1864. * 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 802. 

Consul Cameron to King Theodore. 

May it please vour Majesty, Godjam, October 22, 1862. 

I HAVE had the honour to receive your Majesty's message of this morning, infoniung 
me that 1 had better leave at once for Massowah, in order to ascertain, for your * * 

information, whether I would be able or not to pass certain Ambassadors or Messengers 

whom vou are anxious to send to England. r . 

On this point I believe myself justified in repeating the reply I made to your Majesty 

on the same subject in my last interview, viz., that if Egypt was at war w,t j? 
it would be impossible to pass such Ambassadors or Messengers through, wvthoot bar 
consent. If. on the other hand, there was peace, that I could conceive no possible 

obstacle-i hQwever gend a Messenger immediately to Aden, informing the R^ident there 
of your intention, and requesting him to send you an answer direct in Arabic, wit tiout 

referen^ ^ . ty ougbtf however, now to inform me of the number of people of 
vour Majesty’s Embassy, if it goes, will consist, the exact date it will be M“^wah, or, 

'if you wish, Hallai, and the character of the presents they are to take ; w if there art any 
horses intended to be sent, as 1 hear, it will be necessary for me to wnte thisbeforehand so 
as to insure accommodation; if, indeed, it is possible to afford accommodation on board a 

steamer. ^ ^ deg|rab l e , too, to speak with me as to the objects of the Embassy, 
supposing them to be more than what you told me loosely the other day, viz., to appeal 
England with regard to certain differences between yourself and Turkey, as also ' 
We might then consult on those differences before your taking so serious a step as to bring 

t,ICm M e y°being ^European, and one versed, in some degree, in public affairs, as conducted 

am ^BesideTwhich, I may remind your Majesty, that my appointment has obliged me to 

think much over everything connected with Abyssinia. 

If your Majesty wishes much business to be done by talking, it would be fitting to 
choose such a person as the head of the Embassy, as may be thoroughly versed1 m the 
matters to lie spoken about, and one who would give a favourable opinion of the inteihgeiict 
and civilization of your people, as well as of your Majesty’s character, both of which have 

been creatlv misrepresented by your Majesty’s enemies. . . 

The accompanying retinue also ought to be the smallest possible, a sufficient retinue 

being always to lie obtained in England. . . „ . , T * * •*. 

I would sav that one, or at most two, heads of the Embassy, and an Interpreter, with 
a Secretary, if necessary, would be amply sufficient, each with a single native servant. 

Having given vour Majesty my opinion with regard to an Embassy, as far as I can do 
so in writing, there is only one point further to discuss with your Majesty, viz., whether your 
Majesty wishes to avail yourself of my being here, to make out a draft ot a Treaty for the 
consideration of mv Queen, which, if your Majesty thinks proper can be signed condition, 
ally and notice of it now sent on by me, while the draft itself, with the provisional signatures, 

through Ras Ali with the former Ecnperor which 
can be made the base of such a document, if your Majesty wishes; and I now send it you, 

with certain alterations, for your Majesty’s consideration. 

As 1 am anxious to finish whatever I have to say to your Majesty m this letter, as far 
as I can do so in writing, 1 may observe at once, that 1 know that the points on whicn your 
Maiestv made a difficulty in vour conversation with Mr. Plowden on this subject were : 

1 The acceptance of a Consul. 2. If he were accepted, whether he should have jurisdic¬ 
tion as agreed in the former Emperor s Treaty. w ni . , A . 

On the first imint, 1 can only ask your Majesty whether Mr. I lowdens stay here was 
not a positive advantage, in so far as he acted as a mediator and friend generally but 
particular!v as a protector to the unfortunate Abyssinian tribes laid open to Egypt, while 
those who ought to have looked after them were cutting each others throats, whether he 
did not testify his anxiety by word and deed, that your Majesty, as the most noble and 
enlightened o! Abyssinian Chiefs, should become sole master. Lastly, whether he ever 
showed a disposition to do anything contrary to the interest, honour, or independence of 

Abyssinia. 


r 
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Some arrangement, at any rate, on this point will be necessary, if your Majesty really 
wishes to keep up a close friendship with England. I feel certain too, that if English 
artizans were to come here, as 1 have heard is your Majesty’s wish, it would be impossible 
for them to stay, unless there was an officer of some kind, either Envoy or Consul, to look 
after them. 

It would be well if, now that there is an opportunity, your Majesty gave a frank 
decision on this subject, particularly as your Majesty nas now had many years to think it 
over. 

As regards a Consul’s flying a flag, this is by no means necessary, nor would my 
Government even wish it, if, as I hear, your people might misunderstand it. 

In regard to jurisdiction by a Consul, this is in >our Majesty’s hand, not ours, to 
decide. England wants to insure justice and good treatment to her subjects, and nothing 
more. If your Majesty can explain to our Government what I believe to be your Majesty’s 
opinion, viz., that such separate jurisdiction would be impossible to carry out, and is also 
unnecessary where the laws are so mild as in Abyssinia, this would be sufficient for the 
present. But it seems to me that a few hours’ conversation would settle these matters, 
either one way or the other. 

As vour Majesty is now, by God’s grace, master of Shoa, 1 would gladly know whether 
your Majesty has any intention of opening a trade through Zeyla, in opposition to Massowa. 
In the mean time, 1 can only point it out to your Majesty as worthy of attention. 

If 1 could have some assurance with regard to the stopping of the Slave T rade in this 
country, which has again been opened, I believe, without your Majesty’s knowledge, l feel 
certain that satisfactory information on that point would be received with much pleasure 
by my Government. 

A clause in the Treaty, on this subject, would be still better. 

I can only thank your Majesty now for the courteous manner in which your Majesty 
has received the presents I brought, of which as well as of the distinguished manner in which 
I have hitherto been treated. I shall write immediately to England. 

It is my duty, however, to add that if your Majesty wishes me to stay until l have 
finished everything thoroughly, I can dismiss my people, if they are too many for a camp, 
and stay till you are quite done with me. 

I owe it to my Government to tell you this. 

I am now about to write to the Pasha of Massowah, telling him that if lie commits 
any aggression on those under your Majesty’s rule from where he is on the coast, I feel 
certain that his conduct will be greatly disapproved of by my Government. 

I will also write to my Government, mentioning your Majesty’s wise resolution not to 
give either Egypt or Turkey any ground for attack, which, I feel sure, will do much to 
confirm its opinion of your Majesty’s prudence as well as courage. 

Your Majesty has many enemies besides the Turks and Egyptians, who will rejoice iq 
putting your Majesty in the wrong, and who will rejoice especially, if your Majesty gives 
them an opportunity of doing so. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) C. DUNCAN CAMERON, 

Her Britannic Majesty's Consul jor Massowah. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 802. 

Consul Cameron to the Political Resident , Aden. 

Sir, Godjam, November 2, 1862. 

I CAN hardly estimate the importance of the despatches herewith inclosed, or that 
of the appeal to Great Britain among other countries which accompanies them. 

It appears possible that the questions involved, mixed as they are with the problem 
of the integrity of Turkey, on the one hand, and falling in as they do with alleged plans 
of France, on the other,—may excite a desire in the latter Power, as also perhaps in 
Russia, to complicate our relations with this country as much as possible. 

It seems to me that we want a permanent English influence more than ever in 
Abyssinia. 

King Theodore has marked out work for me, by asking our Government to allow me 
to go to England with his Embassy, and assist his Ambassadors in putting his case. But 
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even if I do not go, I can be of no further use here until the return of His Majesty’s 
Embassy. 

There were certain presents sent, I believe by the Bombay Government, to King 
Theodore, of which he has no clear idea. 

He asked me, on my arrival, whether I had come from the same people who sent 
those presents, or from the Queen of England ; and remarked rather strongly on presents 
being sent from one Government to another without a friendly messenger or letter of 
courtesy. 

Feeling doubtful of their import, and afraid of a snare of some kind, he said that he 
was nearly sending them back. I explained to His Majesty that the blame lay with 
Mr. Barroni. 

I would beg, however, that you would suggest, on my part, to the Indian Government 
that it might be desirable just at the present juncture that an Envoy should be sent from 
India with more presents, and to explain the mistake; but with authority to remain as a 
Representative of Great Britain in the event of King Theodore’s desiring it. He might 
be accompanied by medical men, carefully selected, to be placed, if things were favour¬ 
able, at the disposal of the King. These, if sent, should be plentifully supplied with 
surgical instruments and medicines, especially for venereal, which rots through the whole 
population. 

His Majesty also wants an engineer to make roads for him. Such a gentleman 
might likwisc be sent, and placed at his disposal. 

1 have suggested medical men and an engineer, because I think that they would be 
highly appreciated and retained —always supposing that no suspicion was excited by the 
conduct of the Mission, or by foreign Agents attached to the King; while the political 
Envoy would most probably be sent back after his immediate business was finished. 

Without any political Mission, such persons would keep up our knowledge of what 
was passing, ami certainly exercise an important influence on the opinions as well as 
conduct of the King, especially if they did not aim at this as their principal object. 
Besides which, we would have placed him under an immediate and serious obligation. 

It might be stated that I had written these as the principal wants of Abyssinia; and 
it might be asked that they should be accepted out of Christian friendship, if wished for, 
while His Majesty’s appeals were pending. 

I lay these views before you just as they have risen in my mind to-day, although 
they have been the subject of serious reflection before. 

I see no more effectual way of meeting our possible difficulties until His Majesty 
accepts a regular Envoy, to whom, however, such independent Englishmen settled in the 
country would be a great assistance. But, if sent, they should be despatched before any 
other Power has time to send a mission here. 

The French answer to the King’s letter will, it is estimated by the bearer, he here in 
about six months. 

I may state that there need be no fear of bad treatment for such gentlemen as I 
have mentioned. 

There are lay-missionaries here, as well as others for the conversion of the Abyssinian 
Jews, who are very liberally dealt with, as far as the character of the Government and the 
state of the country will admit. 

The service I have indicated would require men of great tact and patience, and 
whose bearing would be entirely conciliatory and unpretending; as much, in short, like 
lay-missionaries as possible. 

Indian tents, silks, mortars, rockets, small cannon, grenades, fire-arms, and ammu¬ 
nition are acceptable presents for this country. The King wants mortars especially. 

Letters may be written in English and Arabic. The King speaks the latter language. 
No guard should accompany an Envoy. 

A liberal allowance should be made for presents in money to interpreters and others, 
attached, under various pretexts, to a Mission by the Royal command. 

I have, Sic. 

(Signed) C. DUNCAN CAMERON. 

P.S.—You will perceive by my despatch of the 31st of October to the Foreign Office, 
that I am about to proceed to Bogos, which I hear the Roman Catholic missionaries have 
abandoned, in apprehension of an invasion from Egypt. 

I do not trust the population of Massowah; nor am I sure whether the excitement 
on the coast, together with a knowledge that it is my determination to restrain Mussulman 
aggression, if necessary, may not cause a rising similar to that of Jeddah. 
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I must leave it to your judgment to decide whether a vessel had not better be 
permanently stationed at that port, with distinct orders to support Mr. Walker in any 
remonstrances he may have to make, as also to act, in the event of violence being 
meditated or practised, as regards the Consulate. 

The fact of orders having been given to act will, I think, if made no secret of, 
prevent the necessity of action. 

! C. D. C. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 802. 

King Theodore to Her Majesty the Queen.—(Received February 12, 1863.) 
(Translation.) 

IN the name of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, one God in Trinity, 
chosen by God, King of Kings, Theodoros of Ethiopia, to Her Majesty Victoria, Queen of 
England. I hope your Majesty is in good health. By the power of God I am well. 
My fathers the Emperors having forgotten our Creator, he handed over their kingdom to 
the Gallas and Turks. But God created me, lifted me out of the dust, and restored this 
Empire to my rule. He endowed me with power, and enabled me to stand in the place of 
my fathers. By His power I drove away the Gallas. But for the Turks, I have told them 
to leave the land of my ancestors. They refuse. I am now going to wrestle with them. 
Mr. Plowden, and my late Grand Chamberlain, the Englishman Bell, used to tell me that 
there is a gTeat Christian Queen, who loves all Christians. When they said to me this, 
u We are able to make you known to her, and to establish friendship between you,” then in 
those times I was very glad. I gave them my love, thinking that I had found your Majesty's 
goodwill. All men are subject to death, and my enemies, thinking to injure me, killed 
these my friends. But by the power of God I have exterminated those enemies, not 
leaving one alive, though they were of my own family, that I may get, by the power of 
God, your friendship. 

I was prevented by the Turks occupying the sea-coast from sending you an Embassy 
when l was in difficulty. Consul Cameron arrived with a letter and presents of friendship. 
By the power of God I was very glad hearing of your welfare, and being assured of your 
amity. I have received your presents, and thank you much. 

I fear that if 1 send Ambassadors with presents of amity by Consul Cameron, they 
may be arrested by the Turks. 

And now I wish that you may arrange for the safe passage of my Ambassadors 
everywhere on the road. 

I wish to have an answer to this letter by Consul Cameron, and that he may conduct 
my Embassy to England. See how the Islam oppress the Christian ! 


Minute. 

King of Abyssinia’s letter given to Treaty Department, June 26, 1865. 


No. 803. 

Consul Cameron to Earl Russell.—(.Received February 12, 1863.) 

(No. 19.) 

My Lord, Godjam , November 1, 1862. 

WITH reference to my despatch of yesterday’s date,* reporting the details of my 
Mission to King Theodore, I would beg to bring your Lordship’s notice that there is a 
great want of natires conversant with English in this country. 

I would venture most respectfully to suggest whether it would not be desirable to ask 
King Theodore to intrust our Government with a fixed number of lads who might receive 
a certain education, and be afterwards instructed in some useful trade. 

• No. 802. 
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* 

This was a favourite scheme of M. Guizot's, but was interrupted by the last French 

revolution. . — . 

Its partial carrying out has been, and may hereafter be, a great advantage to trance. 
It might also be well if His Majesty were invited to send to England with his Embassy 
a few of his young officers, who might be put in a position to carry back with them some 
notions of gunnery and engineering. 

I trust I may be pardoned for stating that the value of such as offer, if approved, 
would be greatly enhanced if it were made by Her Majesty herself, in the event of her writing 
a reply to King Theodore’s letter; or otherwise, by your Lordship directly, in Her 
Majesty’s name, as was done in my letter of introduction, which, l would remark, has 
been of great value to me. 

The want of some document of the same kind nearly led to certain costly presents 
from the Indian Government being sent back, as may be seen by inclosure No. 2 in my 

despatch of yesterday. . 

His Majesty might also, perhaps, be informed that Great Britain will always be ready 
for such acts of friendship, independently of her decision on his appeals, which must, of 
course, rest on other grounds. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) C. DUNCAN CAMERON. 


Minute. 


No notice. See No. 2 to hitn, of April 22, 1863 (No. 818). 


A. L. C. 


No. 804. 


Consul Cameron to Earl Russell.—(Received February 12, 1863.) 

(No. 20.) 

My Lord, Godjam, November 1,1862. 

WITH reference to my despatch of yesterday,* giving a narrative of my Mission to 
King Theodore, 1 would beg to state that it seems to me useless now to enter into any 
examination of the pretensions of His Majesty. 

The question he wishes to bring forward at present is simply whether Her Majesty 
will receive an Embassy from him or not, assuring it safe passage on the way. 

The point as to the reception of an Embassy was decided favourably in Mr. Plow- 
den’s time. With regard to safe passage, it might be desirable to accept in entire good 
faith His Majesty’s declaration to me that he would not make war until he had received 
an answer to his appeals from Europe ; and to make use of it to obtain a similar assurance 

from Turkey. ' . 

1 would suggest that His Majesty should be limited as to the retinue of his Embassy, 
but that all his presents, some of which may consist of horses, should be accepted. Their 
being refused on the score of inability to convey them, might give him an impression of 
our poverty, as compared to other nations, or be construed into indifference to his 

friendship. . . . 

An invitation for his Embassy, written by Her Majesty herself, would, I feel certain, 

have a good effect. 

I would beg to receive instructions as to whether I shall return to His Majesty with 
the reply from my Government, or accompany His Majesty s Embassy to England, accord¬ 
ing to the requests contained in his letter.! 

In the event of the latter not being thought necessary, I would beg most respectfully 
to be allowed to return for a short time to Europe. 

I have now suffered incessantly from fever for four years, and am so shattered by 


• No. 802. 


t Inclosure 3 in No. 802 
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the attacks I have bad in this country, that a very brief residence on the coast would 
kill me.* 

Nor can I be of any further use in the interior until the return of the Embassy. 

In the event of my going back with an Embassy I would beg to be allowed to bring 
my own interpreter, as a check to any other. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) C. DUNCAN CAMERON. 




Minute. 

No notice. See No. 2 to Consul Cameron, of April 22, 1863 (No. 818). 


No. 805. 


Consul Cameron to Earl Russell.—(Received February 12, 1863.) 

(No. 21.) 


My Lord, Godjam , November 1, 1862. 

WITH reference to my despatch of yesterday, giving details of my mission to King 
Theodore, I would beg that I may be instructed whether I shall again press His Majesty 
regarding a Treaty. 

My own impression is that a new one+ should be submitted, including some arrange¬ 
ment about commerce with Shoa, of which country he is now entirely master, and leaving 
out altogether the article regarding separate jurisdiction of a Consul. 

The letter, I feel sure, will never be granted by the King—besides which, I believe 
that if he granted it, neither himself nor the Consul could carry it out. 

Suggestive information on this point will be found in Mr. Plowden’s despatches, 
written after the ratification of the Treaty with Ras Ali. 

it might be worthy of your Lordship’s consideration whether a Resident Envoy would 
not be better than a Consul.^ 

If Abyssinia allows a Consul to England, she might find it difficult hereafter to refuse 
one to France, who has subjects in the Country, a settlement in the neighbourhood, and a 
Catholic mission here under her protection. 

An article regarding the slave-trade might be inserted in the new Treaty. 

If England and Abyssinia engaged to put down the Slave Trade together, one on the 
coast, and the other in the interior—I believe that such an arrangement properly worked, 
would assure us all the political advantages we seek in this country. 

It would, however, involve the abandonment of the Coast by Turkey, whose only 
profit from its possessions there, lies in the Slave Trade. 

On the other hand, it would bring the whole coast-line, as well as Abyssinia, under 
our legitimate protection or supervision—the slave-trade being carried on by the tribes 
between the uplands and the sea—and at the expense of their Abyssinian neighbours. 

I submitted this point of a mutual arrangement one day to His Majesty. He said he 
would discuss it afterwards. 

I would beg to state that unless answers to my despatches of to day and yesterday 
are forwarded soon, next rainy season, which begins in April, may arrest the projected 
Embassy, and put off everything for another eighteen months—which time may be profit¬ 
ably employed by others. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) C. DUNCAN CAMERON. 


• How long had he been in Abyssinia when he wrote this?— J. Murray. 

Nine months only ; but he was at Redout Kale and Poti in 1858, 185y, and in 1860, where he suffered much 
from ferer. (See his despatches from those place.s)— E. Herts let. 

t Is there an old one ?— J. Murray. 

^ he t- 0t 1849, with Ras Ali; but Kin & Theodor* refine* to recogniae it. (See inclosure 
in No. 1 13.)—E. Hertslet. ' 

t No. 575 and others. 
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Query? 

RUSSELL. 


Minute. 


No notice to be taken of this despatch. See No. 2 to him, April 22, 1863 (No. 818). 

A. L.C. 


No. 806. 

Consul Cameron to Earl Russell.—(Received February 12, 1863.) 

(No. 22.) 

My Lora, Godjam , November 1, 1862. 

IUS Majesty of Abyssinia having requested me to forward certain presents for His 
Royal Highness the Duke of Saxe Coburg,* in return for his decoration, the acceptance of 
which 1 have already reported—I would respectfully beg permission to have them trans¬ 
mitted to England together with those of His Majesty. 

I will otherwise encounter many difficulties in carrying out His Majesty’s wishes. 

1 would also beg to have conveyed a few animals of harmless character for His Royal 
Highness by the same opportunity. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) C. DUNCAN CAMERON. 


Minute. 

No notice to be taken of this or other despatches. See No. 2 to Consul Cameron, of 
April 22, 1803 (No. 818). 


No. 807. 

Consul Cameron to Earl Russell.—(Received February 12, 1863.) 

(No. 23.) 

My Lord, Gondar , November 18, 1862. 

1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge your Lordships’ despatch [No. 4 ] of July 17th,f 
informing me that you could not honour my draft drawn on 5th May,J for travelling 
expenses to this country, before receiving my account. 

At the same time, viz., on the 23rd October, I received two letters from Captain 
Playfair, in whose favour the draft was drawn, one saying that he could not negociate it 
except at an exorbitant loss—the other that he had taken it up himself. 

I can only regret that any misapprehension of mine should have led to my having 
committed so serious an error, especially at possible inconvenience to a gentleman to whom 
I have been indebted for so much kindness during our brief acquaintance. 

I have, however, taken the first leisure 1 have had, since ray leaving King Theodore, 
in order to make out my account to the 31st September—of which 1 now send one copy. 

I would beg to state most respectfully, that having already felt anxious on the subject, 
1 had commenced an account while at Gondar, but was prevented from finishing it by 
serious illness. 

With regard to the amount of my expenses, 1 would beg to observe that these were 
considerably enhanced by my having arranged to leave Massowa on the 1st April, as I 
wrote to your Lordship on my arrival at that place. But this plan was arrested by your 
Lordship's order to place myself at the disposal of the Duke of Saxe Coburg,—who 
arrived a few days before the time 1 had fixed for leaving, wheu the Viceroy of Tigr£, in 
accordance with my own dispositions, had sent guides, officers, and an interpreter, all with 
large suites, for my safe conduct to Adona. 

From this date, viz., March 20tb, to the time when the Duke’s departure left meat 
liberty to proceed on my mission, my garden at Monkoolloo was a mere shifting Camp of 
chiefs and messengers from Abyssinia, besides those ordered to wait in permanence, living 
tf course at my expense, until I was ready to leave. 


• No. 802. 
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Monkoolloo being in the midst of a sandy desert, it was necessary to send for food and 
fodder to a great distance—the expense of which was greatly enhanced by the unprece¬ 
dented drain on the country, caused by the Duke’s arrival, and the stay of the Duchess 
and her suite at my house. 

Following the list of my expenses, I may remark that the purchases made on the 
26th April were partly for presents, partly to be consumed in lieu of money. 

I have a portion of them still. 

Inferior guns and pistols, of which I bought a considerable quantity from a trader 
at different times, were purchased for the same purpose, as also gunpowder, though a 
better class of arms was necessary to guard my caravan both from pillage and wild 
beasts. 

Thus, in the Shoho Pass, where, as your Lordship will perceive, 1 was heavily 
mulcted both in bakshish and black mail, though not in greater proportion than other 
Europeans, the men of those wild tribes became so insolent in their demand for immediate 
payment half-way, that I was obliged to load my weapons, and keep a guard on all night, 
while here, in the heart of Gondar, my sheep have been more than once carried off by 
panthers, and my blankets, leather sacks, &c., devoured by hyteuas. 

These guns are utterly useless to me, nor can I dispose of them hereafter. 

At llallai, I was obliged to pay heavily for hospitality, the services of the chief 
porters to Adona, and the board and lodging of many sick, left behind; but it will be 
remarked that these expenses became less as 1 proceeded, and almost nil as I approached 
the King, for here, as under other absolute Governments, the will of the Sovereign is only 
strong in his immediate neighbourhood. 

The order of His Majesty had, however, been that I should be provided at the expense 
of the country with whatever I required, and that no bakshish, the great curse and 
torment of the traveller in Abyssinia, should by any means be taken from ine. 

My guides, however, and other officials concerned, always eluded both these orders 
more or less. 

The first is easily done by simply taking bribes from the villages to release them 
from supplying what is required, and then saying that there arc no supplies to be obtained. 

With regard to the second, the people ordered officially to attend the wants of a 
Mission cannot only make an Envoy very uncomfortable, and increase his expenses almost 
ad libitum , but, if they dislike him, do him mischief by secret reports to the King, of which 
there are at present four daily sent regarding me, entering into the minutest details of ray 
conduct and that of my household, those who visit me, and so forth. 

'rhe most dangerous of these people are marked in my account in one instance as 
“ King’s officer,” whose drain on my purse began at Monkoolloo, and will continue to the 
close of my Mission. 1’wo others are put down as “ King’s interpreters.” 

These, with a priest of high rank attached to me, who is much in the confidence of 
the King, and has shown himself both capable and ready to do good or mischief as he is 
paid, as also a few Governors, I have found that it might injure me not to propitiate 
by occasional presents. 1 

From another point of view, the men thus entrusted render valuable and disagreeable 
service as from one Government to another, which, if tolerably well performed, deserves to 
be rewarded. 

Continuing my journey to Adona, my approach had been heralded, and my move¬ 
ments, noted to an hour, so that half a day before my entry, which was triumphal, being 
accompanied by a large cavalcade of men of rank, and the roval band of music, hundreds 
of sell-called friends to the English, dependants of Mr. Plowden, officials small and great, 
beggars by profession, and others of a higher order, the parasites of Roman satire, came 
out to prostrate themselves before me, and present small presents nominally from the 
most disinterested motives, but always with an eye to the customary return of double the 
value. 

The highest officials vied with each other in the same wav, but on a more expensive 
scale, giving my people entertainments, and crowding my courtyard with cows, sheep, and 
mead, in return for which 1 was expected to give guns, powder,’carpets, and other articles 
of value here. 

It is, however, a proof of the hold the King has on Tigr£, that these officials of rank 
publicly disclaimed any other motive for their liberality than friendship; and it was only 
when they saw that 1 had taken them at their word that thev showed their disappointment, 
by sending secret messengers after me, begging for some substantial return of their 
kindness. 

But it was always asked that I would not tell this to the King. 
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At Gondar, where the severity of the King's rule could make itself felt, I was a mere 
state prisoner; not from ill-will, but because it is the custom so to treat strangers, until 
they shall have satisfied the King personally of the real object of their visit. Here almost 
every one kept aloof from me, except the two Governors, whose business it was to supply 
my wants, report on my actions, and prevent my mixing with the inhabitants, or leaving 
the town. 

My principal expenses at Gondar will be found in provisions, small bakshish, and 
servants. 

The supply of the former, at the most favourable times, was quite insufficient for my 
own people and those of the officials attached to me. 

What is put down as bakshish is not always a present, but often given in exchange 
for something, as vegetables, fish, Ac., or for small services of one kind or the other. 

The present to Mr. Shimper is exceptionally large. That gentleman, however, was 
forced to wait for me a long time to the detriment of his own business as a naturalist, 
suffered much from fever caught while with me at Monkoolloo, and made himself 
undoubtedly useful to me. 

The amount given is that paid to Mr, Bell by Mr. Plowden, on his first journey, for 
similar services. 

A large suite of followers is rendered necessary by the habits of the country. 

I have many besides those marked on the list, for carrying messages or letters, 
purchasing at different bazaars, &c. These are paid in bakshish. 

As reptrds this and all other points, additional or the same information may be found 
in the audits on Mr. Plowdcn’s earlier account. 

Everything, however, is much more expensive here now than formerly. The position 
also of an Envoy has become more formal, and of greater consequence, in proportion to the 
infinite distance between the pretensions of Ras Ali and those of the present King. 

As what I owe of the money 1 have advanced is owed entirely in this country, and 
what 1 spend here of my pay (office allowance of 300/. a year apart, which I dispose of 
elsewhere) only reaches me many months after it his due, I would beg that the whole or 
any part of the amount advanced which your Lordship pleases to allow may be sent to 
Massowah through the Resident of Aden in German dollars, by the messengers whom I am 
now despatching thither with the King’s letters and my own, so that I may leave no debts 
on the Government account when 1 quit Abyssinia, where everything connected with 
Europe and Europeans is extraordinarily misunderstood. 

If I am ordered to return to the King, in accordance with his request to Her Majesty, 

I would beg that this service may be treated as a special one, and a fixed credit established 
through some Pnrsec merchant at Aden, with a Banyan at Massowah, at the same time 
with the forwarding of my order to go back to the interior, that portion of my pay, which 
would otherwise be sent here, being retained in London at the disposal of the Foreign 
Office. 

Unless 1 can refer a merchant at Gondar with certainty to someone at the sea.it may 
be impossible for me to keep up a credit for travelling expenses in such countries as Shoa, 
or the Galls territory, where the King will probably be. 

Any credit or remittance should be in Maria Theresa dollars. 

The duplicate of mv account will be sent on by my next messengers, it being urgent 
that my other despatches should leave immediately. 

I will obtain proper vouchers from Mr. Barroni and Mr. Shimper, when I am within 
reach of them. 

Their accounts, as 1 have them written on slips of paper, in bad French or English, 
are barely intelligible to myself. 

The value of the pound sterling as against German dollars was 4j of the latter, w hen I 
left Massowah. 

There are no British merchants there, except Banyan. 

The usual rate of interest, without any extortion, is 2J per cent, per month, about 
the same as at Gondar. 

To Mussulmans, who take no interest, this must be covered by bakshish. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) C. DUNCAN CAMERON. 



/ 
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Minutes. 

Returned without comment. 

A. L. COLES. 


Consul Cameron’s travelling expenses amount to 3,190 dollars (or about 709 L) of 
this sum he has drawn a Bill for 220/. # which has been accepted, although he was called 
upon to furnish particulars before the draft was sanctioned. 

Should his travelling expenses be allowed ? 

A. L. C. 


Mr. Murray says this may stand over. 

Foreign Office, May 8, 1863. A. L. C. 

[See draft No. 2, April 22, 1863 (No. 818).] 


Inclosure 1 in No. 807. 

Account of Consul Cameron for Money disbursed by him in connection with the 

Consulate of Massowah. 


(No. 1.)— Account of Mr. Barroni against Consul Cameron, for Expenses incurred in 
Messengers prior to Consul Cameron’s arrival at Massowah. 


1861. 


Dollars. 

Sept 6. 

Messenger to King of Abyssinia 

8 

17. 

Messenger Yozgo 

7 

Nov. 7. 

Seid Kervy .. .. .. .. 

7 

9. 

Toody, from September 1860 to January 1062, inclusive 

17 


Total 

39 


(No. 2.)—Account of Consul Cameron for Travelling Expenses incurred by him on 
account of his Mission to the King of Abyssinia, prior to departure from Massowah. 


1862. 


Dollars. 

Mar. 20. 

Six mules bought at Adowa by Mr. Shimper 

85 


Mr. Shimper, sent by Viceroy of Tigre to conduct Consul Cameron 
to Aaowa, for his road expenses 

30 

21 

Food for servants . . .. .. . . 

15 


Sundry expenses 

5 


Messengers from the Sheikh of the Bozans 

5 


Food for Mr. Stamper's servants 

10 


Grass for mules, carried from two days’ distance by camels 

25 

Apr. 2 

Sbimper's men, lodging nnd sundries .. 

The guide from Sheik Soliman, of the Shoho tribe# .. 

7 

5 

3 

Givcu to Stumper's men. Chief of llalay, Ac.. and for food for one 
month 

For people during Consul Cameron’s absence with Duke of Saxe- 
Coburg 

24 


10 

16 | 

Messengers from Menza 

2 


Tedge woman .. .. 

Food for the officers of the King and his men for the month of 

4 


April .. • • . • •• . J 

20 


• No. 760. 
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Dollar*. 

49 


Mixed store* purchased for journey 
Purchase* for the interior a* per list— 

Antimony .. 

Matches 

Steels 

Pearls .. .. .. • • 

Handkerchief* .. .. 

Linen .. „ .. •• 

Perfumed oil 

Merteb, or silk ribbons.. 

Snuffboxes.. .. .« .. 

Tobacco .. ,. •. . • 

Berberi •. .. 

Needles .. .. •* 

Thread „ ., .. 

Morocco skins .. . - .. 

Coloured calico .. .. 

Tumblers and glasses .. .. .. 

Razors and knives ., .. .. 

Present to Stumper 

Guns and pistols for backshiches 

Powder for the servants, and to be given for bacshicbes 
the road .. 

For packing— 

leathern bags and skins 

Hopes .. .. • • 

Men for packing 
Honey 


Sundries ,. .. .. .. 

Boat to mainland for a month 
Servants’ food .. 

Water for the month for the men of the King’s officer 

Fishes, butter, servant's food, coffee, knife 

Servant’s food and sundries.. .. .. 

Servants' food, coffee, meat, wood, water 

Sheik Mohamed of Arkecko 

Wages to servants .. .. 

For the men of the King’s officer for a week 
Straw and doura for mules .. 

Carriage of boxes by camels 

Iron platen for native bread making .. .. 

Baekshiah to the servants of Arkceko .. 

Sundries for kitchen 

for all servants .. .. 

Cooking utensils 

Carriage of dollars ,, ,, 

Sundries for kitchen .. 

Grass for mules .. ., ., 

Straw ,. .. .. .. 

Candles 

Servant's food .. 

Sheep 

From Maasowah to Monkullo, carriage of boxes by camels 
Servants’ food .. 

Honey 

Coffee, butter, bread 

Baeshich to the eawos of the Pasha 

Locks .. ,. .. 

To the servants ,. 

Doura for mules ., ,. 

Straw 

Carriage of boxes from Massowah to Monkullo 
Sundries for kitchen ., .. 

Clothes for servants .. .. 

Wages and bacshiches to the cawas of the Consulate 
For the road, provisions feu sick people.. 

Backnhich to the guardian of Monkullo’s house 
To the Sheik of Monkullo and his men .. 

Servants' food .. 

Shimper’s men's food 

Officer of the King's men .. .. ,. 


Casts, 1,086 dollars; difference, 11 dollars.—E. P, 





(No. 3.)—Account of Consul Cameron for Travelling Expenses, from date of quitting 
Massowah, May 8, 1862, to September 30, 1862, inclusive. 


1862. 
May 9 


ARKEEKO. 

Food for every servant 

Doura .. •• 

6 camels loaded with water for the road .. • 

Pistol to the Naib of Arkceko 
To the Shohoe (?) guides 

Servants of the Bimba of Arkoeko .. , 

10 camels for carriage of luggage at the foot of the torrents, at 
4 dollars per camel .. .. .. 

SHILIKETT. 

Sheep s* st • • • • • 

Food for all servants 

Doura ,. .. .. .. • 

Sundries .. .. .. . > • 

Flour 

Cow .. .. ., 

8 mules bought from the Duke of Saxc-Coburg, at 8 dollars each 
Baeshich to the Naib of Arkecko .. .. .. 

TARENTA. 

Barley .. .. .. 

Carriage of the luggage through the Tarcnta by oxen 
Baeshich for a cow received 

Ditto to Shoum Soliman .. •. .. • 

Carriage of the money .. .. .. . 

Porters of the King’s present .. .. . 

Baeshich to Shohos 

Honey .. .. .. .. . 

Barley and flour .. .. 

Grass for mules .. .. .. . 

COW .. ,, a a • . a 

To Stumper's men from Adowa to Monkullo 
To a messenger to the King .. .. •. 

4 porters for the organ, present for the King 
To people recruiting porters at Halay .. 

IIALAY. 

Barley and flour .. 

Baeshich to the Shohos .. .. .. • 

To Shoum Andouan .. .. .. 

To 53 porters from Malay to Adowa .. .. . 

Baeshich to Sheik Waldon Amrnu .. .. 

Ditto to Hanetrzela 

Ditto to Walda Georgia .. 

INFORANAN. 

Doura .. . .. 

Cow and flour .. .. .. ., . 

Barley 

COW .. a a a a a . 

Messenger to Gondar .. 

Porters’ food .. .. ., .. . 

Bac-hich to the Shoum of Luto ,. 

COW a . a a . . . . . , 

Barley .. .. .. 

Corn .a a a a. a. • 

Grinding of corn .. 

To the Shoum and his people .. .. ., 

Butter and sundries 

Coffee .. .. 

Porters sick .. .. 

Sundries .. .. 

Burley 

Honey 

Barley 

Honey 

Food for the porters 

Linen .a * • a. • • 

Cow .• ,, .. •• 

Baeshich to the porters 

Ditto to the servants of Belad Tabay .. 

Horn glasses .. 

Sundries for cooking .. 

Barley 

Knives for grass cutting .. .. 
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If 62. 
May SO 

June 1 


House’s expense* .. 

Bacahich to the servant of the King 

Barley and flour .. • • • • 

Cow .» 

Provision* .. 

Grinding of corn ... • • • • 

Cotton for cushion .. • • • • 

Meat for Mahometan people 

Sundries . • .. • • • • 

Provision* for the road 

ADOWA. 

For porter* .. .. • • • • 

Servants’ wages 
Provisions .. 

Clothes for servants 

Leathern bags ., .. • • 

Wax for candles . • 

Messenger to Massowah .. •. • • 

Meat for Mahometan .. .. • • 

For grass . • .. • • • • 

Present to M Shimper for his exertions 
To the servants of Gabron Ouarkey 
To a slave of Plowden 

To the servant of the Negadeh Ras .. • • 

For lodging at Adowa .. .. • ■ 

Bacshich to the son of Cantibar (Governor) 

Ditto to his servants 
Grinding of com 
Com .. 

Servants of Baslia Salon .. • • • • 

Sundries at Adowa .. .. • • 

To women bringing bread daily 

Food for porters •. • • 

Sundries at Axum . • .. • • 

Barley . • • • 

Cow .. 

Butter 

Porters from Adowa to Gondar, money given in advance 
Provisions for them .. .. • • 

Shoum of May Bcraxio .. 

To buy cows and sheep .. .. 

To the Shoum of Daoakoul .. 

Doura 

Skins .. .. •• 

2 cows .. .. . • 

Meat for Mahometan 
Guns for servants 
Belad Tabay’s guide 
Alpha Negoosie’s guide 

For cooking utensils .. .. . • 

Sheep for Mahometan .. .. • • 

Messenger sent to Massowah (the Takkarrie very high) 
Messenger sent to the King 
Bacshich and sundries .. • • 

Cows, sheep, butter from Moggcra, and provisions. Ac. 
Sundries .. .. • • • • 

To a Galla slave 
For barley 
Honey .. 

To Belad Ta Oundbim, Shoum of Mayct .. 

Barley .. .. • • • • 

Cow .. .. • • • ■ 

Messenger to Gondar .. 

Porters .. .. .. 

Food for porters .. .. • • 

Paid for porters sick on the road 

Bae»hich .. .. .. • • 

Porters for the present of the King 

Ditto Ibr heavy baggage 

Servant*' wages for the months of April. May, and June— 
10 servants at 1 dollar per month .. 

10 ditto, male and female, at J dollar per month 
1 manager of house, at 4 dollars a month .. 


Dollars. 

5 

6 
4 
4 
6 
4 
3 
3 
2 

15 
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Bacahich to Mrnnti of the Concul 
To W»Ido Merreii, wages .. 

To Belad Ta Oureigna, messenger from the King 
Honey 

Sundries • • .. •• 

Servants’ wages 

Ditto, ditto 


For the mules .. .. .. •. 

Teff for the people 
Salt for change ,. 

Dagousay .. .. .. 

Sundries for kitchen .. . • 

Wax .. •• .. • • 

Honey 

Meat for Mahometan 
Sundries 

Barley for the mules .. .. • • 

Sheep .. .. •• 

Teff •• 

Salt .. .. .. . • 

Dagousay ,. .. .. > • 

Sundries .. • • •. 

Wax .. .. .. •• 

Honey . • . • .. .. 

Market •. > • .. 

Axe •• •• • • • • 

For the burial of a serrant .. .. .. 

Bacahich to a messenger from the King.. . • 

Ditto to the housekeeper .. 

Honey .. .. .. • • 

Vegetables .. .. .. •• 

Planks .. • • •. • • 

Repairing of houses .. .. •• 

Sheep •• • • •• 

Coffee •• •• •• •• 

Bacahich to the Aboona’s servants 
Honey .. .. 

Sundries •• .. .. •• 

Salt •• • ■ •• •• 

Market .. «• • • 

Barley .. •« •• • • 

Market •• •• • • •• 

Coffee •• •• • • 

Araauit .. .. .. *i 

Bacahich to the servants of Negoda Ras.. 

Bacshiches and treating for the New Year's Day to all servants 
A sage, Negodah, Aboona, fcc. 

For the mules .. .. .. 

For Amharinia scribe 

Sundries .. . • .. • • 

For repair in houses .. .. • • 

Dagousay .. .. •. • • 

Corn •• .. •• 

Grinding .. .. • • 

Vegetables 

Sundries .. • • .. • • 

For carpentering work .. 

Clothes for female servants .. .. .. 

Sundries .. .. •. 

Wax •• i« .. 

Teff 

Dagousay .. .. .. • • 

Masons .. .. .. • • 

Honey .# •• .. • • 

Corn •• •• 

Grinding .. .. .. • • 

Spirit >. •• •» 

Vegetables .. .. 

Messenger .. .. #• •• 

For lodging .. . • .. • • 


Dollars. 

3 

4 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 

10 

3 

6 

6 

2 

3 

1 

2 

1 

2 

3 

6 

3 

6 

1 

3 

3 
2 

4 
4 
1 

10 

4 

2 

3 

3 
2 
6 
2 
1 

4 
2 
1 
2 

11 

6 

8 

3 
1 

4 


1862. 
Sept. 27 


30 


Teff 
Corn 
Honey 

Leathern bags 
Ropes 
Barley for the mules 
Repair of saddles 

General provisions .. .. 

Bacahich to Asaga Gabriee’s servants .. 

Provisions for the journey in Godjam .. 

Negoda Ras’ servant* .. .. 

Porters gevng to Djenda ,. 

Ditto to Godjam .. ., 

To a messenger going to Maasowah 

Bacahich to the priests for the Mascal feast 

To the servants of the Governor .. .. 

Honey %. •• »• 

Coffhe 

To servants remaining at Gondar to keep the House 
Expenses on the rood to Godjam .. .. 

Wages of servants— 

6 servants at 1 dollar per month .. 

14 ditto at i dollar per month 
To Samuel, the King’s officer, as a bacahich 
To Mercha, interpreter from the King of Abyssinia, ai a bacshic 
To Maderecal, interpreter of the King, ai a bacahich 
1 mule from Barroni 

Mixed stores from Aden .. .. .. 

Total .. 

* Casts, 2,028 dollars; difference, 26 dollars.—E. P. 


Dollars. 


1 

21 

2 

28 

1 

20 

100 


2,054* 


RECAPITULATION. 

Aeeonnt No. 1 of Mr. Barroni against Consul Cameron for expenses incurred in 
messengers prior to Consul Cameron’s arrival at Maasowah .. 

Account No. 2 of Consul Cameron, for travelling expenses incurred bv him on account 
of his mission to the King of Abyssinia, prior to departure from Maasowah 
A< count of Consul Cameron No. 3, for travelling expenses from date of quitting 
Maasowah, 8th May, 1862, to 30th September, 1862, inclusive .. .. 

General Total ., .. .. 


Dollars. 


30 


1,097 

2.054 

3,190* 


Condar, November 10, 1862. 


(Signed) 


C. DUNCAN CAMERON. 


* Deduct for overcasts, 37 dollars: total, 3,153 dollars. 


No. 808. 

Consul Cameron to Earl Russell.—(Received February 12, 1863.) 

(No. 24.) 

Mj Lord, Gondar, November 10, 1862. 

WITH reference to my despatch of this day’s date, I would beg to state that I have 
made presents to King Theodore, as is expected from every European visitor, to the amount 
of about 30/. 

1 would beg most respectfully to be informed whether such personal presents ought 
to be charged to Government or not. 

There can be no doubt that, well selected, they greatly facilitate business. 

It would, perhaps, be desirable to present something on the part of the Government, 
in the event of its being decided that I shall return. If so, I would suggest most respect¬ 
fully 100 canisters of English powder, and any number of English caps from Aden, these 
being articles of which His Majesty is much in want. 

Powder of an inferior quality might at the same time be sent as presents to Chiefs. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) C. DUNCAN CAMERON. 
Minutes. 

No notice. See No. 2 to Consul Cameron, April 22, 1863 (No. 818). 

A. L. COLES. 
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I am afraid, if we adopt Captain Cameron’s views, our intercourse with Abyssinia will 
be both troublesome and expensive. 

February 12, 1863. E. HAMMOND. 

Will it not be highly desirable to order Captain Cameron to return to and remain at 
Massowah, which is his proper station ? 

I fear he will involve us in trouble by his journeys into the interior. 

March 9, 1863. J. MURRAY. 

He seems to me to be far too busy and meddling. I believe, if he were to reside at 
Massowah, and, instead of running after and courting the King, let the King send to him, 
he would carry more weight than by bis present system. 1 conclude we can expect no 
advantage from meddling with the politics of Abyssinia; and as to any harm accruing to 
British interests from French meddling being greater than we should incur by imitating 
their example and entering into a conflict for influence. 1 have very little doubt that we 
should be only gniners in the long run by keeping aloof. 

March 10. E. HAMMOND, 


If we do not take care we shall get into trouble in Abyssinia. What I have read of 
the back correspondence from thi9 country leads me to believe that we are involving our¬ 
selves far too much in its affairs. I quite agree with Hammond about our Consul. 

A. H. LA YARD. 


Our Consul seems disposed to meddle a great deal too much. 

He should have gone away when the King told him.* But he must keep us informed 
about the French proceedings. 

March \\. RUSSELL. 


No. 809. 

Major-General Sir E. Lugard to Mr. Hammond.—(Received March 5.) 

Sir, . War Office , Pall Mall, March 4, 1863. 

WITH reference to the letter from this Office of the 23rd May, 1862, and to your 
reply of the 3rd June, 1862,t as well as the subsequent one of the 10th February, 1863, 
on the subject of stores supplied to Her Majesty’s Consul at Massowah, I am again 
directed to call your attention to the above letters, and to request you will move Earl 
Russell to cause the amount of the claim, 3/. 2 s. 8 d. t to be transferred to the credit of this 
Department in the books of the Paymaster-General. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWARD LUGARD. 


Minute. 


Captain Cameron was instructed, June 11, 1862, to report upon this, 
was informed. 


War Office 
A. LC. 


No. 810. 

Consul Cameron to Earl Russell.—(Received March 9.) 

(No. 1.) 

My l^ord, Axum, January 1, 1863. 

1 HAVE the honour to state that I have been in Abyssinia, and in the execution of 
my duties, during the quarter ended yesterday. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) C. DUNCAN CAMERON. 


No. 811. 

Consul Cameron to Earl Russell. —( Received March 9.) 

.No. 2.) 

My Lord, Axum, January 1, 1863. 

I HAVE the honour to report that I have been intercepted in my journey coast¬ 
ward, by the sudden rising of a Rebel on my road. 

• No. 802. f Not. 742 and 745. 


/ 


K 
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His object was to possess himself of my person, strengthen himself with my arms and 
ammunition, and then proceed to the plunder of Adowa. 

He is supported by 300 followers. 

Intelligence of this having reached me, I remained on my guard at Adowa. 

The Governor, at the same time, sent out a hasty levy, to put down the insurgents. 

These were beaten back, after a sharp skirmish, and arrived at Adowa at midnight, 
when 1 was hurried away by the officials, barely carrying with me my money, ammunition, 
some clothes, and writing materials. 

I am now lodged at Axum, whose church enjoys privileges of sanctuary, similar 
to those of mediaeval Europe. 

My person is, therefore, safe. My property left behind is, I trust, equally so, being 
deposited in the church at Adowa. 

This movement as no political significance. The rebel in question, whose name is 
Lidj Cassa, is a mere robber. His father Atto Goldja, was also a noted brigand, though 
of influential family. He was slain before Adowa two years since, with two of his sons, 
while preparing an attack on the town—and his remains were contumcliously buried, a 
great insult in this country. The object of the surviving son is revenge and plunder. 

One of the causes which have laid this province open to so daring a defiance of 
authority, is King Theodore’s having lately sent for the Grandees of Tigrd to pay him 
homage—who have drained the country of their military followers. 

This result will, I hope, have one good effect, in shewing His Majesty that he has 
much to do before he can meditate any but defensive foreign wars. 

I have, fee. 

(Signed) C. DUNCAN CAMERON. 


No. 812. 

Consul Cameron to Earl Russell.—[Received March 9.) 

(Mo. O.J 

My E^rd, Axum, January 1, 1863. 

WII H reference to my despatch of this day’s date, stating that the present disturb- 

irS • no ^ of im P ortance politically, may at least have the effect of diverting 

His Majesty King 1 heodore from any lurking desire to act offensively towards Egypt. I 
would beg to remark, on the other hand, that reports are still rife, with regurd to stated 
gatherings of Turkish troops at Cassala and Metemma, also to the effect that the Turks 
ha e actually attacked the neighbouring Shangallas, on their way to Abyssinia. 
v ;L!l cse ^P 0 . 1 * 8 * whether true or false, will certainly continue while the questions which 
i i .l e ? d ° re 1S ? oing . t0 brin £ taforc t,,e European States are being mooted, and can 
only lead to a continuation of those predatory, butchering excursions, which, unsanctioned 

either 6 ^ overnment or ot ^ er * have discredited both, without national advantage to 

, . .jugular attacks, besides, ma y give a pretext for more formal hostilities, in 

which it will be exceedingly difficult to prove the attacking party entirely in the wrong, 

bedetennined tC mediat,0n W,U then ^ P ut out of the question, till the trial of strength 

1 have done what I could, by writing to the British Consul at Khartoum, and to the 
Pashas of Cassala and Metemma—and by offering to go to Bogos, to keep the Arab tribes 
there in check, if necessary. 

The latter, however, in the present unsettled state of Tigre, is impossible-nor could 
my^smveiUance, under any circumstances, have been more than temporary and extremely 

I trust that, if it be the intention of our Government to meet King Theodore’s appeal 
in the judicial spirit which it may require, 1 may be pardoned for suggesting that a com¬ 
missioner may be sent with advantage, to take up his residence at Bogos, passing to 
Cassala and Metemma asithe seasons would permit, until some decision had been come 
to—and that King Theodore should be informed of this, and of the object of the appoint- 
ment: but at the same time warned that this friendly mediation may only damage his 
cause, unless he keeps his own governors honestly in check. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) C. DUNCAN CAMERON. 





4*8 

Minute. 

[See No. 2, April 22, 1863 (No. 818).] 






No. 813. 


Consul Cameron to Earl Russell.—(Received March 9.) 

(No. 4.) 

My Lord, Axum, January 1 , 1863. 

I HAVE the honour to report that the letter of appeal to the Emperor of Russia, 
which I stated in my despatch of 31st October, that King Theodore projected sending, left 
his camp about the same time as myself, by a native pilgrim. 

That for the French Emperor reached Massowah three weeks since. 

With regard to the latter, I am justified in stating that it is accompanied by a secret 
message, asking back King Theodores war-saddle. 

This was one of His Majesty’s paraphernalia, and was stolen from the Royal 
armourer’s at Adowa by the rebel Negusi, and forwarded through the Roman Catholic 
Mission as a present to the Emperor Napoleon. He accepted it, sending a return gift of 
pistols and a sword, which were lost by shipwreck; and some hundred muskets presented 
in their place through the Mission, in His Imperial Majesty’s name. 

This was at the same time that. French armourers and other Frenchmen were openly 
engaged and forwarded to Negusi's camp through the same agency, as reported in 
Mr. Plowden’s despatches of that date. 

I saw one of these armourers at Devra-Mai; his life having been spared by King 
Theodore, he is now in his service. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) C. DUNCAN CAMERON. 


No. 814. 

Consul Cameron to Earl Russell.—(Received March 9.) 

(No. 5.) 

My Lord, Axum, January 1, 1863. 

i HAVE the honour to acknowledge your Lordship's despatch, informing me that 
your Lordship has been pleased to allow me the sum of 200/. in approval of my diligence 
in preparing a detailed Report on the Caucasus. 

I beg to convey my sincere thanks to your Lordship. 

As the work in question was made at some pecuniary sacrifice, as well as at a 
greater cost of health than I can easily estimate, 1 would most respectfully pray, that if 
the result be of sufficient value, my having thus employed my time may be allowed to 
count as “ special service.”* 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) C. DUNCAN CAMERON. 


No. 815. 

Consul Cameron to Earl Russell.—(Received March 9.) 

( No. 6.) 

My Lord, Axum , January 1, 1863. 

1 HAVE the honour to state that 1 have drawn in all four bills on the Treasury 
during the present year; namely, one of 220/. for my travelling expenses in this country, 
and 300/. i’or my office allowance, which latter ought, however, I have been informed, to 
be left to be drawn with my salary. 

1 would beg to express my regret for this inadvertence. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) C. DUNCAN CAMERON. 


/ 
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No. 816. 


Consul Cameron to Earl Russell.—(Received March 9.) 

(No. 7.) 

My Lord, Axum, January 1, 1863. 

I HAVE the honour to state that my numbered despatches during 1862 amount to 
twenty-three. 

The others were not political. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) C. DUNCAN CAMERON. 


No. 817. 

Dr. Beke to Mr, Layard.—(Received March 18.) 

Sir, Bekesboume House , Canterbury, March 14, 1863. 

I BEG leave to bring to your notice the annexed cutting from the u Daily Telegraph ” 
newspaper on the 11th instant; and 1 have, &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES BEKE. 


Inclosure in No. 817. 

Extract from the “ Daily Telegraph ” of March 11. 

Abyssinia. —A correspondent writes : # * The British Consul in Abyssinia, Captain 
Cameron, on his way to Massowah from the province of Godjam, where he had been to visit 
King Theodore, has been stopped by a native chief at the head of 300 men, and compelled 
to take refuge in the sanctuary of Axum, the ancient capital, leaving all his goods at 
Adowa, the chief town of the province of Tigr6, of which the late chief Negussie was 
recognised as an independent Sovereign by the Emperor Napoleon, who sent a Mission to 
him under Captain Roussel, of the French navy. King Theodore, in whose service 
Mr. John Bell lost his life three years ago, as did likewise Consul Plowden, Captain 
Cameron’s predecessor, was in the south of Abyssinia, at war with the hereditary Prince of 
the province of Godjam, Dedjatch Tesama, who has refused to recognize him as his 
Sovereign, after subjugating whom he contemplated the invasion of the kingdom of Harar, 
or Hurrur, visited about eight years ago by Captain R. F. Burton, now British Consul at 
Fernando Po. As the general state of the country is anything but settled, it is not unlikely 
that Captain Cameron will be unable to leave the 4 city of refuge * till the King returns 
from his wars in the south, when he talks of invading the dominions of the Pasha of Egypt 
which adioin Abyssinia on the north and west, as also of wresting from the Ottoman Porte 
the island of Massowah, the chief port of Abyssinia in the Red Sea. Seeing the signal 
vengeance taken for the death of Consul Plowden and Mr. Bell, it may be considered that 
Captain Cameron’s life is not in danger; though were King Theodore to meet with any 
reverses, the party of the late King Negussie might not be disinclined to revenge them¬ 
selves for the barbarous execution of that unfortunate Prince, and the slaughter and 
mutilation of so many of his adherents.” 


No. 818. 

Earl Russell to Consul Cameron. 

(No. 2.) 

Sir, Foreign Office , April 22, 1863. 

I HAVE received your despatches from No. 18 to No. 24 of last year, and from No. 1 
to No. 7 of the present year ;• and with reference to your despatch [No. 18] of the 31st of 
October last,+ I have to state to you that it is not desirable for Her Majesty’s Agents to 
meddle in the affairs of Abyssinia, and you would have done better if you had returned to 
your post at Massowah when the King told you to do so. This it will be right that you 
should do at once, and you will remain at Massowah until further orders. 

• No*. 802 to 808, and 810 to 816. 

t The letter from King Theodore to the Queen was inclosed in this despatch. 
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8m Mr. Colqubovn’ 
Not. 63, 66, and 7' 
of 1162. 


To Con.*] General 
Baker | No. 2, Au 
«u.( 7, 1832. 


You will, of course, keep Her Majesty’s Government fully and accurately informed of 
French proceedings in Abyssinia. 

I am, 4c. 

(Signed) RUSSELL. 


No. 819. 

Mr. Murray to Mr. MerivaU. 

® ir » Foreign Office , May 5, 1863. 

I AM directed by Earl Russell to transmit to you herewith a despatch and its inclo¬ 
sures from Her Majesty’s Consul in Abyssinia,* being a narrative of his Mission to that 
country. 

The inclosed papers being sent in original, I am to request that they may be returned 
to this office when done with. 

I am, 4c. 

(8igned) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 820. 

Memorandum respecting Abyssinia. 


SO many questions have lately arisen respecting Abyssinia that I have drawn up the 
following Memorandum, showing what has passed of late years on the subject of our 
political and commercial relations with that country generally, in preference to answering 
separately the various questions which have been raised by Consul Cameron and others. 

The first question, and the most pressing one (for a fresh proposal has recently been 
received from King Theodore on the subject) is the reception in this country of an Embassy 
or Mission from the King of Abyssinia ; but another question, of far greater importance is 
the revision of the Treaty of 1849, which has been repudiated by the present Ruler, and is 
therefore virtually a dead letter. 

Other questions, however, of much interest and importance have been raised of late 

, years, such as,-—the designs of the French on the Abyssinian coast of the Red Sea;_the 

* disputes and intrigues between the different sects of Missionaries, which have a very important 
bearing on the politics of that country the aggressive views of the Turks and Egyptians. 
&c.: but to attempt to give anything like a narrative of what has passed even within the* 
last few years on any one of these subjects would involve a Memorandum of no incon¬ 
siderable length, and but very slight reference is therefore made to them in this paper, 
which is limited to a consideration of the questions of the reception of an Embassy from 
the King: the state of our commercial relations with the country; the abolition of the 
Slave Trade on the Abyssinian coast of the Red Sea ; the residence of a British Consul at 
Massowah; and the protection of Christians. 

Our relations with Abyssinia may be said to have commenced in 1809, in which year 
Lord Valentia, who had been travelling in Abyssinia for his own pleasure, returned to this 
country, being the bearer of a letter and presents from the Ras t of Teeffrav or TW 
(Welda Selassie), to His Majesty King George III. ^ 

In the same year Mr. Salt iLord Valentia s Secretary) was sent back to Abyssinia on 
a Mission to the Ras, with His Majesty’s reply, and a collection of presents valued at nearly 
2 , 000 /. J 

Welda Selassie died in 1816, and was succeeded by Sabagardis (a relative), who also 
availed himself of the return of an English traveller (Mr. Coffin) to this country’to send a 
letter and presents to the King of England (George IV). 

Mr. Coffin returned to Abyssinia in 1828 with a Royal letter and presents from His 
Majesty to the Ras of Tigr6 ; but on his arrival in Abyssinia he found that Sabagardis had 
been overthrown and put to death during his absence by Dejatch Oobeav, Prince of the 
adjoining province of Samien. 

In speaking, however, of Abyssinia, it should be borne in mind that “ Abyssinia ” so 
called, is composed of several distinct provinces, many of which are separated from each 
other by lofty mountains, and rivers which are impassable during a great portion of the 
year. 


• No.802. From Coa.ul Cameron, No. 18. October 31, 1862, inclosing letter from King Theodore to the 
Queen. 

t The Visier of the Empire bears the title of “ Ras." 
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Dunoet e Ki^ 1DC ! Gondar is capiUl, and the residence of the 

BZJ&L? ^ P ™ v,nces . of Sboa - S.n>>en, and Gqjam, can only 

^reached from the Red Sea by passing through the Province of Tier4 which 

o^te’theAV 11 ™’**" ° nly **. reac . be< lfr° m “*e Red Sea. or from Massowalf^n island 
t ,al “ C °* St ’ bel ° n 6 ,n ? *» Turke y. the only port from which good, 

70 to lOO^e n b™Th toemterior), by crossing a narrow strip of landfom 

For£ &nd not to the “ P ~ D rf * ^ "*■— * «* 

ofJ^Sr."^ i fV i “ ,act : completely isolated, and the inhabitants have no means 

izpsaiss. sraawKas* 1 * 

ment «^rf.^l'l?^ haT< j “ P t .°“ ve 7 receDt P eriod . been treated by the British Oovern- 

re Ruler of TWr D .h"S 5* ^ .“d presents have been sent to more than 

included withVhf" J * r a cu S ° f Bnt “ h and a separate Treaty has been 

has beencomuletelv chan ” I ° ,D . de P e ndent Prince ; tut this atate of things 

■MMencoinpfcte y changed since the assumption of supreme power by the present King 

thefoliowin * ™ rj &*~ 7 *J*~ & 

In order, however, to show how these changes have been broueht about it will not 
be necessary to go further back into the history of the country than the year 1841 For cs«rd mwi™„ a. 

” m thi l EmDi^ ,OU8 n^i , n i8 datc P ol ' tic “ 1 intrigues had been carried on in various provinces 
ftelch A? , ’, P ^ C u ': ln ‘ he /evince of Shoa, and everv endeavour was made by u-.ofc.u-. 
W.s »nlt!!? to establish a firm footing in the country. The King of Shoa, howeveV wTTii.o 
fZTX "“if. the fnend * b| p of England, and Captain Harris was accordingly sent T Vs« U °*“’ D "'’' 

Frienrl l' ' j°r. * ^ Ils8lon to King Sehala .'classic,+ w ith whom he concluded a Treaty of »«*«’• t—i-, 

Friendship and Commerce on the 16th November 1841+ 1 - v 01 tt». 

and th.r r 17 a - ty T P onci “ dcd in ‘be name of Her Majesty with the “ King of Shoa, Efat 
Pon-Z'i P * he ° n ' y menti0n made of Abyssinia was in Article XI? in wh^h the 

—srsss ssr- ■ s ixz x 

ta ™° r “ “» — » f M 

or Envoywlom the KiZ of 8h “ nsen,ed to ,eceive and cherish any Ambassador 

3?^ i js r-r jai tea* r£3 

fl*4m t lL , nSU arin Tr h J Ch ‘bi* Treaty was concluded between Great Britain and Shoa 
England^when’he Z Portedfh^^ to 

tunity to be forwarded to England P Her Majesty at Cam, waiting an oppor- 

threatcDed^persoo^^ol’ence to^Mr^Coffin^for 'ncJt brin^* 0 ' ? “*•* *“ he 

Queen, which threat he would probably have carried V r ?* ei ' t frt>ln f he To sir s. Gam** n« 

been “ a relentless tv™n u ®. ca 7 I * d out < for »e is described as havintr • j •»««• 20 /IH 43 . 
relentless Urant, and one who practised the most hearties* cruelties), had not the 


etch «e pa rate proe’ince ruled’or^Pnnce ^tK 0 "’*“ K 0Ter "^ b . v * R “ or Vi,ier - «d 
nominally the tower of .u.- J .». t,,e K,n g- "«n»e; and afthouirh the Kmtr h-d 


e.cn separate province ruled bv a “Detliatch.’ or Prince it. .I- If »- B . . f, or ■»<! 

nominally the power of removing these Prince* at will th*ir K,n g , ‘ name; and afthouglt the King had 

September 13, 1808. b * l thelr P° Wi * r .baolute.—Lord Valentia, 

See also Consul Plowdett's printed Report, page 22 

i0 * laDU8rV l84$ ’ “ d «W by hi. son. Haila MalakO«.-(From Indie 0*ce. 

him in the transit of mules another*preLnu fo^ KTSaiSirtv w^ K ' n * ‘ Shoa *.* nd the ex P en » e * incurred by 
October 7, 1843. P " er Were r ‘P*‘ d “> *»'«" (73/. 4a.)—India Board, 

* The Treaty, and Correspondence relating u, iu conclu.ion, were laid before Parliament in 1844. 
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